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Submit  yourselves  therefore  to  God,  Resist 
the  devil/and  he  will  flee  from  you.  Draw- 
nigh  to  God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh  to  you 
(James  4:7-8a). 


Attitude  and  the  New  Year! 

It's  hard  to  believe  2006  is  here.  We're  breaking  in 
a  whole  new  year.  Are  you  going  in  to  the  new  year 
with  a  good — or  even  a  new — attitude?  Have  you 
ever  heard  the  phrase,  "attitude  is  everything"? 
What  sort  of  attitude  do  you  carry  with  you?  Is  it 
one  of  haughtiness?  Peacefulness?  Do  you  have  the 
misperception  that  everything  must  be  your  way 
or  no  way  at  all? 

Doesn't  it  seem  unrealistic  to  believe  that  one 
person's  way  of  doing  things,  or  viewpoint,  is  the 
only  correct  one?  Of  course  it  does!  Our  attitudes 
can  make  or  break  us — at  home,  at  work,  and  with 
friendships.  Why  would  we  choose  to  be  right  or 
force  our  viewpoints  on  others  instead  of  choosing 
to  coexist  peacefully?  We  must  keep  in  mind  that 
God  has  not  made  anyone  of  us  any  better  than  any 
other  and  that  pharisee-ism  is  a  dangerous  thing! 


Among  the  Elderly 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


The  beginning  of  another  year  reminds  me  again 
that  I  am  numbered  among  the  elderly,  and  the  rapid 
passing  of  the  years  does  not  help.  Anyone  who  is 
65+  years  is  so  listed  and  categorized,  and  our  number 
is  increasing.  This  means  that  we  have  more  clout  in 
our  society,  and  also  in  political  issues  that  involve 
the  senior  citizenry. 

Aging,  of  course,  is  a  natural  process — a  process 
that  many  face  with  doubt  and  uncertainties.  Concerns 
about  health,  family,  and  living  conditions  are  of  major 
concern.  The  elderly's  place  in  society  has  a  great  bearing 
on  life's  fulfillment.  For  those  who 
desire  to  make  his  or  her  contribution 
to  society  as  a  senior  citizen,  the 
challenge  is  great  and  sometimes 
overwhelming.  For  some  there  may 
be  a  sense  of  foreboding,  a  feeling 
that  life  is  over.  For  those  who  fail 
to  find  their  niche  of  contentment 
in  things  they  do,  etc.,  the  meaning  to  life  is  lost. 

Everyone  looks  forward  to  retirement,  the  day  when 
they  vacate  that  place  of  employment  for  good,  but 
often  with  no  structured  plans  to  fill  the  passing  days 
and  hours.  In  reality,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  total 
retirement — just  leisurely  sitting  back  and  doing  nothing. 
Lots  of  folks  I  have  known  soon  found  that  they 
needed  to  be  active — doing  something  to  contribute 
to  society's  advancement.  One  can  "go  fishing"  or  play 
golf,  or  a  hundred  other  so-called  relaxing  activities, 


only  to  eventually  find  that  life  has  a  greater  meaning. 
There  must  always  be  the  pleasurable  and  relaxing 
side  of  life,  but  not  every  hour  of  every  day.  Several 
acquaintances  of  mine  have  found  a  part-time  job  to 
give  a  renewed  incentive  to  life. 

From  my  own  personal  experience,  total  retirement 
has  alluded  me,  namely  because  I  have  so  chosen. 
Maybe  it  was  never  intended  for  a  minister  to 
completely  retire.  When  we  think  about  it,  the  patriarchs 
kept  going  until  the  Lord  called  them  home.  After  all, 
what  are  ministers  to  do  when  they  leave  that  last 
pastorate,  after  the  years  have  taken 
their  toll?  Where  do  they  and  their 
I  y\  £  families  attend  church?  Some  years 
w\Jf  I.  w*y.  a8°  ^s  matter  came  up  among 
some  of  us  as  we  were  discussing 
some  sort  of  retirement  or  slow-down. 
It  was  my  suggestion  that  we  organize 
a  church  for  the  retired,  or  semi- 
retired  ministers  (quite  jokingly  of  course).  We  would 
have  our  own  song  leader,  musician,  ushers,  etc.  (but 
no  true  deacons). 

To  be  listed  among  the  elderly  has  its  benefits  and 
rewards,  which  are  too  numerous  to  discuss  in  this 
issue  of  "Reflections."  But  maybe  next  time. 

(Any  comments  on  this  or  any  other  "Reflections"  would 
be  welcomed,  especially  those  on  a  positive  note.  Constructive 
criticism  will  be  readily  considered.  Send  your  e-mail  to: 
<COvict78@earthlink.  net>). 
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Peggy  Biggs,  cancer 
patient,  on  Hat  Day 
of  Rose  of  Sharon 
Church,  Bear  Grass, 
NC. 


Peggy  Biggs 
could  be  de- 
scribed as  three- 
dimensional  in 
almost  every 
area  of  her  life. 
She  is  one  of 
three  daughters, 
has  three  chil- 
dren, is  69  years 
of  age,  and  is 
working  on  her 
third  career. 
Ironically,  she 
lives  in  Beaufort 
County  with  a 
Greenville  ad- 
dress, works  in 

Pitt  County,  and  worships  in  a  thriv- 
ing church  in  Martin  County.  Raising  a 
family  in  cities  across  America  and  in 
Germany  as  a  military  wife  was  her 
first  accomplishment.  After  that  she 
accepted  employment  with  Sprint 
Telephone  Company,  retiring  13  years 
ago.  After  45  days  of  doing  nothing  ful- 
filling, she  began  working  for  a  vend- 
ing company  five  days  a  week  from 

8  A.M.-12  P.M. 

Since  early  spring  of  this  year  life 
could  have  taken  a  turn  for  the  worst 
after  she  was  diagnosed  with  breast 
cancer.  But,  true  to  form,  she  faced  the 
problem,  learned  her  options,  and  took 
action  that  has  left  her  cancer  free.  Un- 
expectedly, the  number  three  that 
shows  up  frequently  gives  her  confi- 
dence and  faith  as  it  appears  in  her  life. 
At  this  particular  time  she  has  been 
surrounded,  strengthened,  and  sup- 
ported for  the  past  few  months  by 
medical  doctors,  friends,  and  family. 
Three  surely  must  be  her  "lucky"  num- 
ber. 

As  a  birthday  present  to  herself  each 
year  Peggy  schedules  a  physical  with 
her  primary  physician  in  Washington. 
As  usual,  a  routine  mammography 
completed  the  exam.  A  few  days  later 
her  doctor  advised  her  to  report  to  East- 
ern Radiology  in  Greenville  for  an  ul- 
tra sound.  A  close  friend  picked  her  up 
after  work  and  accompanied  her  to  the 
radiologist.  The  ultrasound  exposed  a 


spot  that  led  to  a  biopsy  and  a  piece  of 
titanium  was  inserted  for  future  loca- 
tion. Still  not  overly  concerned,  she 
went  shopping  for  a  new  car. 

The  next  day  Dr.  Peacock  called,  ask- 
ing if  Peggy  had  a  preferred  surgeon. 
Being  a  novice  in  that  area,  she  took  the 
advice  of  another  friend.  A  doctor  in 
Washington  was  selected  and  she  vis- 
ited his  office  alone  the  first  time.  He 
suggested  another  visit  and  that  she 
bring  someone  with  her.  "Two  sets  of 
ears  are  better  than  one,"  he  said. 
Peggy's  son,  Greg  and  his  wife,  Linda, 
were  there  for  her  next  visit. 

A  series  of  tests  was  needed  on  her 
third  visit  and  her  oldest  son,  Jeff,  was 
her  support  that  day.  While  she  was  in 
the  x-ray  department,  an  old  friend 
who  was  a  cancer  survivor,  came  by 
selling  raffle  tickets  for  "Relay  for  Life." 
She  gave  Peggy  an  embrace  and  reas- 
sured her  that  everything  would  be 
okay.  That  was  the  encouragement 
needed  from  someone  who  had  been 
there  and  was  comforting  while  tests 
were  run. 

Surgery  was  scheduled  for  a  Mon- 
day morning  and  on  Sunday  night  her 
pastor  anointed  her  with  oil,  laid  hands 
on  her,  and  prayed  as  her  church  fam- 
ily surrounded  her  in  support.  She  said, 
"After  a  good  night's  sleep  my  daugh- 
ter, Gwen,  and  I  were  in  the  hospital  at 
6  a.m.  Dr.  Waters  came  by  for  a  pre-op 
conference,  asked  Gwen  to  mark  the 
titanium  location  and  left  for  coffee  and 
a  'Little  Debbie  cake.'  What  a  diet  for  a 
doctor." 

Her  next  recollection  was  waking  up 
in  a  room  with  the  blinds  pulled  up, 
letting  in  a  spring  sun  that  was  shining 
brightly.  Dr.  Waters  was  saying  to  her, 
"Don't  you  put  that  blind  down  and 
lay  up  there  and  cry."  "Between  cat- 
naps, friends,  relatives,  and  my 
pastor's  visits  I  didn't  have  time  to 
think  about  crying,"  she  said  later. 
Peggy  stayed  overnight  and  left  with 
orders  not  to  go  home  and  get  in  bed, 
which  she  promptly  disobeyed.  A  good 
nap,  along  with  the  calls,  flowers,  cards, 
and  well-wishing  friends  offering  daily 
prayers  were  more  than  she  could  have 
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asked  for.  She  healed  quickly  and  her 
daughter  and  younger  sister,  Yvonne, 
who  had  been  caring  for  her,  returned 
to  their  homes. 

Now  it  was  time  to  make  a  decision 
about  further  treatment.  She  and  Greg 
received  a  battery  of  information  via 
pamphlets,  plus  a  folder  on  various 
treatments.  More  choices!  Another 
surgery  for  a  port  was  put  in.  "I  was 
prepared  for  the  worst — nausea,  diar- 
rhea, loss  of  hair  and  appetite,"  she 
said,  adding  that  it  became  a  treat  to 
go  out  and  eat.  "They  made  a  mistake 
when  I  was  told  to  eat  anything  I  felt 
like  eating.  I  guess  that  was  only  if  I 
lost  my  appetite,  which  never  hap- 
pened." 

Peggy  had  four  treatments  with  three 
week  intervals.  At  the  last  treatment, 
the  personnel  in  that  unit  gave  her  a 
"Purple  Heart  Award"  and  sang  her  a 
song. 

The  hair  did  come  out  and  losing  eye 
lashes  was  one  of  her  most  irritating 
symptoms.  She  was  left  with  a  shiny 
bald  head  for  months.  Though  she  oc- 
casionally wore  a  hat,  she  felt  no  re- 
morse when  showing  up  in  the  mall, 
on  the  job  in  which  she  was  away  from 
for  only  a  few  days,  or  in  her  special 
church  pew.  Being  called  "Sir"  at  drive- 
thru  businesses  brought  a  chuckle  to 
her  lips  and  a  twinkle  in  her  eyes. 

Seeing  her  courage,  the  Rose  ot 
Sharon  Woman's  Auxiliary  agreed  to 
show  their  love  and  support  by  desig- 
nating one  Sunday  when  they  would 
wear  hats  to  the  morning  worship  ser- 
vice. It  would  be  called  "Hat  Day  for 
Peggy"  in  honor  of  a  real  warrior  in  the 
battle  of  cancer. 

That  Sunday  hats  of  every  color,  de- 
sign, and  purpose  adorned  not  only  the 
Auxiliary  members,  but  special  guests, 
and  children  of  all  ages.  Ball  caps,  straw 
hats,  tarns,  and  beanies  transformed  the 
sanctuary  into  a  colorful  tribute  to 
Peggy.  A  covered-dish  meal  "capped" 
off  the  celebration,  where  cameras 
flashed  constantly,  recording  Peggy  in 


(Continued  on  next  page) 


Women  and  girls  on  Hat  Day  showing  support  for  Peggy  Biggs  (5th  from  left)  in  October  2005  at  Rose  of  Sharon  Church. 


various  poses,  completely  bald  and  un- 
ashamed. 

Peggy  says  today,  "I  have  met  some 
caring  people  during  my  bout  with 
cancer.  Now  my  hair  is  beginning  to 
cometiack,  but  I  have  enjoyed  this  bald 
head.  No  bad  hair  days!"  She  contin- 
ued, "The  love  and  care  I  have  received 
during  this  time  has  been  wonderful.  I 


can't  thank  everyone  enough.  Instead 
of  it  being  a  terrible  experience,  I  have 
grown  in  many  ways,  especially  in  un- 
derstanding, patience,  and  love." 

Her  three-dimensional  personality 
and  lifestyle  came  as  a  complete  sur- 
prise to  Peggy.  And  she  is  amazed  that 
step-by-step  and  day-by-day,  life  after 
cancer  gets  easier.  Strength,  like  her 


hair,  is  gradually  becoming  normal 
again.  A  wise  person  once  said,  "It's  not 
what  you  go  through,  it's  how  you  go 
through  it."  Peggy  has  been  a  cham- 
pion through  it  all — courageously,  gal- 
lantly, and  gracefully.  Webster's 
Dictionary's  definition  of  three-dimen- 
sional surely  fits  Peggy  Biggs. 


A  Great  Investment  Opportunity 


The  salesman  was  convincing  as  he 
asserted  with  great  confidence,  "This 
is  a  great  investment  for  you  and  your 
family."  The  payment,  a  little  over  $270 
per  month,  sounded  like  a  great  deal 
for  a  brand  new  truck  with  the  capac- 
ity to  safely  carry  our  whole  family. 
What  the  salesman  did  not  tell  me  was 
that  the  moment  I  drove  off  the  lot  with 
the  vehicle  in  my  possession,  even  if 
only  out  one  driveway  and  back  in  the 
other,  that  it  would  depreciate  so  much 
that  I  could  not  have  sold  it  back  to  the 
same  car  dealer  without  a  couple  of 
thousand  dollars  loss.  Great  invest- 
ment? I  think  not! 

One  of  my  favorite  radio  programs 
is  Money  Matters,  therefore,  I  had  heard 
the  now  late  Larry  Burkette,  say  count- 
less times  that  a  vehicle  is  generally  a 
terrible  investment.  You  see,  an  invest- 
ment is  something  from  which  one 
intends  to  receive  a  return,  and  in  that 
sense  it  is  indeed  an  investment  on  the 
one  hand;  for  surely  my  family  and  I 
will  receive  many  miles  of  service  from 
the  vehicle  (God  willing).  A  GREAT 
investment,  however,  is  something  one 
expects  to  appreciate  effectively  gain- 
ing value  and  therefore  to  be  worth 


by  The  Reverend  Neal  Cox 

more  in  the  end  than  it  is  currently 
worth. 

I  am  a  child  of  the  God  of  the  uni- 
verse: I  have  been  privileged  to  receive 
God's  call  and  thus  have  been  ordained 
as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ;  and  I  have  the  great  privilege 
to  serve  our  Lord  on  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  Cragmont  Assembly.  How- 
ever, it  is  not  from  any  of  these  lofty 
positions  that  I  come  to  you  (the  laity 
and  leadership  of  the  OFWB  Church); 
it  is  rather  from  the  lowly  position  of  a 
camp  counselor. 

If  you  ever  have  a  question  concern- 
ing the  value  of  the  ministry  of 
Cragmont  Assembly,  please  find  a 
camp  counselor  and  ask  him  or  her  to 
share  his  or  her  personal  ministry  sto- 
ries with  you.  I  have  stories  of  young 
men,  (boys  really)  who  have  been 
forced  to  grow  up  too  soon  because 
their  daddy  has  died  and  they  feel  that 
they  have  to  "be  the  man  of  the  house." 
If  just  for  one  week,  the  tremendous 
burden  that  they  bear  is  somewhat 
lightened  and  they  can  focus  on  how 
Jesus  wants  to  be  their  Lord  and  help 
them  bear  that  responsibility.  I  could 
relate  to  you  the  times  when  young 


persons  have  shared  in  confidence  that 
they  had  previously  "gone  too  far" 
with  their  boy/ girlfriend  and  how  be- 
cause of  their  experience  with  the  Risen 
Christ  at  Cragmont  they  have  commit- 
ted to  celibacy  until  marriage  as  a 
disciple  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  could  share 
stories  of  young  persons  who  have 
been  struggling  with  the  call  into  the 
Gospel  Ministry.  By  the  way,  many  of 
our  current  ministers  can  relate  a  story 
of  discerning  their  call  into  Christian 
Ministry  at  Cragmont. 

The  stories  are  simply  too  numerous 
and  to  be  quite  honest,  often  too  per- 
sonal to  relate.  The  important  point  of 
this  exercise  is  that  we  all  realize  what 
type  of  investment  is  being  made  in 
these  young  person's  lives  at 
Cragmont.  A  contemporary  Christian 
song  entitled  Thank  You  relates  the  theo- 
retical story  of  hundreds  of  people  in 
Heaven  on  Judgment  Day  thanking  an 
individual  who  had  invested  in  their 
lives  on  this  Earth  in  such  a  way  as  to 
have  influenced  them  to  live  their  life 
for  Jesus  Christ.  I  am  sure  that  each  of 
us  would  like  to  stand  before  our  Lord 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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with  such  fruit  as  evidence  of  a  faith- 
ful life. 

As  you  may  already  know, 
Cragmont's  Board  of  Directors  has 
voted  to  move  to  the  second  phase  of 
our  New  Heights  building  program. 
This  monumental  step  will  require  an 
investment  by  OFWB  people.  The  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  building  is  $550,000. 
When  the  Board  made  this  decision,  a 
well-respected  minister  friend  and  fel- 
low Board  member  suggested  that 
"Surely  there  are  550  (of  the  over 
30,000)  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  that 
can  help  us  with  a  $1,000  pledge  over  5 
years,  effectively  raising  the  $550,000 
quite  easily." 

I  quickly  calculated  that  this  would 
only  be  $200  per  year,  $50  per  quarter, 
or  ultimately  a  paltry  $17  per  month.  I 
reflected  on  my  new  pick-up  truck  pay- 
ment of  a  little  more  than  $270  per 
month  for  5  years,  and  the  fact  that 
almost  all  of  us  have  these  type  of 


vehicle  payments  for  at  least  5  years;  I 
quickly  thought  that  this  $1,000  pledge 
over  5  years  is  truly  within  the  reach  of 
almost  everyone!  When  one  thinks 
about  it,  this  pledge  would  represent 
less  than  one  meal  per  month  at  Golden 
Corral  out  of  our  budget.  I  for  one  cer- 
tainly could  benefit  from  missing  one 
meal  per  month. 

The  goal  of  this  article  is  to  remind 
all  of  us  that  our  vehicle  payments 
(while  investments  in  one  manner),  are 
poor  investments  for  the  return  which 
we  receive.  They  will  not  be  worth 
more  than  we  paid  for  them  in  the  end. 
However,  I  would  also  like  to  suggest 
that  no  greater  investment  can  be  made 
than  an  investment  in  helping  a  young 
person  to  know  God's  love  through  the 
person  and  work  of  Jesus  Christ.  This 
investment  will  continue  to  appreciate 
and  I  promise  it  will  be  worth  more  on 
Judgment  Day  than  the  $1,000  we  con- 
tribute. 


Therefore,  my  impassioned  plea,  not 
as  an  employee  or  a  Board  member  of 
Cragmont,  but  as  one  who  knows  a 
great  investment  when  he  sees  it,  is 
three-fold:  1)  That  you  will  personally 
take  the  challenge  and  pledge  $1,000 
over  5  years  to  the  second  phase  of  the 
New  Heights  Campaign;  2)  That  you 
would  seek  10  more  pledges  from 
OFWB  Church  members  whom  you 
know  personally,  especially  those  who 
may  not  read  this  article;  and  3)  That 
pastors  read  this  article  to  their  congre- 
gation; thereby,  challenging  them  to 
become  a  pledge  partner. 

If  you  would  like  to  take  this  chal- 
lenge, you  can  call  your  pledge  directly 
to  me,  (252)  633-3792  (H)  or  (252)  514- 
3885  (C)  or  you  may  make  copies  of  and 
fill  out  the  pledge  card  below  and  then 
send  the  completed  form  to  Cragmont. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  the 
Ministry  in  Jesus'  Name  at  Cragmont. 


PLEDGE  CARD 

Setters  of  Stone — A  total  gift  of  $10,000  over  five  years  •  Polishers  of  Stone — A  total  gift  of  $5,000  over  five  years 
Engravers  of  Stone — A  total  gift  of  $2,500  over  five  years  •  Cutters  of  Stone — A  total  gift  of  $1,000  over  five  years 


Name. 


Address - 
Church  _ 


Amount:  Setters  of  Stone: 


Polishers  of  Stone: 


Engravers  of  Stone:          Cutters  of  Stone: 


Other: 


Please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to:  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 


Preparing  Ourselves  for  Victory 

(2  Chronicles  20:1  -1 7) 

(The  following  sermon  was  given  by  Dr.  Frankie  Baggett  at  the  Central  Conference  Meeting 
held  on  Thursday,  November  10,  2005  at  Black  Jack  Church  in  Pitt  County.) 


I  have  decided  to  entitle  today's  message, 
"Preparing  Ourselves  for  Victory."  I  chose 
the  title  in  keeping  with  the  text,  but  I  could 
have  just  as  easily  entitled  the  sermon  "Pre- 
paring Ourselves  for  Church  Growth,  Spiri- 
tual Warfare,  Soul  Winning,"  etc.  No  mat- 
ter what  we  are  striving  to  do  or  accomplish 
for  the  Lord  I  believe  this  text  points  out 
some  helpful  hints  on  how  to  succeed  in  our 
spiritual  endeavors. 

It  is  interesting  to  understand  that  all 
preparation  does  not  lead  to  success.  Each 


week  football  teams  all  prepare  for  the 
game  on  the  weekend,  but  all  do  not  have 
success.  We  must  prepare  in  the  right  way 
and  this  text  also  helps  us  to  go  in  the  right 
direction.  So  let's  look  at  our  text.  (Read  2 
Chronicles  20:1-17). 

Someone  has  said,  "When  God  is  going 
to  do  something  wonderful,  He  chooses  a 
difficulty.  When  He  is  going  to  do  some- 
thing very  wonderful,  He  chooses  an 
impossibility!" 

In  our  Scripture  this  morning,  we  find  a 


King  named  Jehoshaphat.  Jehoshaphat's 
name  means,  "Yahweh  establishes  justice." 
Since  Hebrew  names  often  determined  a 
person's  destiny,  Jehoshaphat  was  to  be 
used  by  the  Lord  to  establish  God's  justice 
in  his  kingdom.  Jehoshaphat  was  the  son 
and  successor  of  Asa,  King  of  Judah.  Judah 
was  the  southern  country  in  the  divided  Is- 
rael. At  age  35,  Jehoshaphat  became  King 
and  he  set  out  to  fortify  the  land  against 
Israel,  which  was  to  the  north,  and  against 
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its  notorious  leader  King  Ahab,  and  he  also 
set  himself  to  the  task  of  cleansing  the  land 
of  idolatry  (1  Kings  22:43).  In  the  third  year 
of  his  reign,  he  sent  out  priests  over  the  land 
to  instruct  the  people  in  the  Law  (2 
Chronicles  17:7-9),  and  as  a  result  of  his 
actions  he  enjoyed  a  great  measure  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  and  the  blessings  of  God 
rested  on  the  people. 

Now,  Jehoshaphat  was  not  a  perfect  king. 
In  fact,  if  you  read  in  the  last  part  of  this 
chapter,  you  see  the  report  about  him  at  his 
death  (2  Chronicles  20:31-37;  21:1-3)  is 
mixed.  He  followed  God  and  followed  the 
faith  his  father  had  instilled  in  him,  but  did 
make  some  mistakes  by  making  allies  with 
enemies  of  God  and  did  not  purge  idol 
worship  when  he  found  it  among  his 
people.  As  I  said,  his  reign  was  mixed.  To 
summarize  this  man,  I  would  describe 
Jehoshpahat  as  godly,  persevering,  and 
flawed  (just  like  anyone  else). 

In  our  Scripture,  King  Jehoshaphat  and 
the  people  of  Judah  find  themselves  in  deep 
trouble  and  peril.  Judah  does  not  seem  to 
have  done  anything  to  provoke  this  attack 
nor  should  they  expect  it.  This  trouble  came 
upon  them  suddenly.  Perhaps  you  have 
been  in  that  situation,  trouble  or  hardship 
has  come  upon  you  and  your  church  all  of 
a  sudden. 

Sometimes  trouble  is  something  that 
builds  up  over  a  period  of  time  and  prob- 
ably is  invited  and  sometimes  trouble  just 
shows  up,  uninvited.  It  comes  all  of  a  sud- 
den, unexpectedly.  But  regardless  how  it 
comes,  it  is  still  trouble.  And  the  first  thing 
that  must  happen  to  overcome  a  problem 
is  to  realize  that  you  have  one. 

Jehoshaphat  realized  he  had  a  problem. 
Scripture  records  that  one  day  some  of  the 
people  came  and  said,  "King  there  is  a  vast 
army  of  three  nations  coming  against  you 
from  Edom.  They  are  already  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Dead  Sea,  only  about  25  miles 
from  Jerusalem." 

Now  the  King  had  several  options.  He 
could  have  just  ignored  it,  not  paid  any  at- 
tention to  it  and  gone  on  as  normal.  He 
could  have  said,  "Well,  maybe  they  will 
pass  us  by  and  go  attack  another  nation." 
Or  even  said,  "Well  things  happen,  and  well 
there  is  nothing  that  I  can  do  about  it"  and 
just  threw  his  hands  in  the  air  and  quit. 

You  know  this  is  how  many  people  and 
churches  react  to  things.  Either  they  ignore 
the  troubles  and  problems  thinking  that 
they  will  go  away  or  they  say  "Well,  our 
church  is  too  small  to  do  anything  about 
this  situation  so  why  try?" 

But  the  King  didn't  ignore  the  report  or 
act  like  there  wasn't  a  problem.  Instead,  He 
quickly  assessed  the  situation  and  declared 
that  they  were  in  trouble.  Then  we  see  that 
after  he  realized  the  problem  he  knew 


where  he  needed  to  turn. 

The  Bible  says,  Jehoshaphat  resolved  to 
inquire  of  the  Lord.  Notice  he  did  not  call 
his  commanding  generals  together  and  say, 
"Okay  men,  we  must  devise  a  strategy  to 
defeat  the  Moabite  and  the  Amonite 
armies."  He  did  not  call  in  an  expert  or  con- 
sultant to  get  advice.  He  did  not  even  call 
the  local  soothsayer  for  help.  No,  the  Bible 
says  the  first  thing  Jehoshaphat  did  was  to 
seek  the  Lord. 

Jehoshaphat  knew  that  success  in  war 
meant  they  needed  God's  favor.  God's 
guidance,  and  God's  wisdom.  Jehoshaphat 
knew  that  if  God  was  for  them,  they  could 
not  lose.  So  he  made  sure  to  seek  God.  We 
need  to  understand  that  our  help  cometh 
from  the  Lord  who  made  Heaven  and 
Earth.  When  situations  come  we  need  to 
first  seek  the  Lord.  Jehoshaphat  asked  the 
Lord  for  help. 

Dr.  David  Jeremiah  states  in  his  book, 
Prayer — The  Great  Adventure,  "Prayer  is  our 
declaration  of  dependence:  When  we  pray 
what  we  ought  to  be  saying  is,  "Lord,  I  am 
dependent  on  you."  Jehoshaphat  knew  he 
needed  the  Lord.  Notice  how  he  prayed: 

1.  He  Acknowledged  God's  Power  (20:4-6) 
He  said,  "God,  You  are  the  God  of  our 

fathers.  You  are  the  God  of  Heaven.  You  rule 
over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  nations.  You 
have  all  power  and  might.  NO  ENEMY  can 
withstand  You."  He  knew  God  was  God. 

2.  He  Acknowledged  God's  Record. 

"You  drove  the  Canaanites  before  Israel. 
You  gave  their  land  to  the  seed  of 
Abraham." 

We  tend  to  forget  God's  track  record  of 
faithfulness  in  the  past.  When  you  are  con- 
fronted with  the  unknown,  think  of  all  the 
times  God  has  been  there  for  you.  He's  al- 
ready PROVEN  Himself,  hasn't  He?  God 
hasn't  just  gotten  you  out  of  trouble  before. 
He  has  also  PREVENTED  trouble  from  ever 
getting  to  you — that  you  don't  even  know 
about.  God  has  proven  Himself  over  and 
over  in  your  life. 

3.  He  Reminded  God  What  He  Had 
Promised  (20:8-9). 

"You  are  the  God  who  hears  us  in  our 
times  of  famines  and  pestilence,  and  wars 
and  when  evil  tempts  us  you  are  the  one 
we  cry  to  and  you  deliver  us  from  them  all. 
We  know  who  you  are;  You  are  the  God 
who  hears  us  and  helps  us." 

God  has  promised  to  look  after  His 
people.  He  has  promised  to  provide  every 
need  and  take  care  of  every  situation.  He 
has  even  promised  He  would  never  leave 
us  or  forsake  us. 

4.  And  then,  He  Acknowledged  His 


Immediate  Need  (20:10-12). 

"We  have  no  might.  Neither  know  we 
what  to  do." 

He  reminded  the  Lord  when  the  children 
of  Israel  came  from  Egypt  on  their  way  to 
the  Promised  Land,  they  defeated  some  of 
their  enemies  and  SPARED  some  of  their 
enemies:  "These  three  nations  who  were 
about  to  attack  us  now,  were  some  that  you 
had  us  spare."  And  basically,  Jehoshaphat 
ends  this  prayer  by  saying,  "Hey,  God,  I 
don't  know  what  to  do!  HELP!" 

You  know  prayer  is  an  awesome  tool  that 
we  so  many  times  forget  to  use. 

A  story  is  told  of  a  little  boy  spending  his 
Saturday  morning  playing  in  his  sandbox. 
In  the  process  of  creating  roads  and  tunnels 
for  his  toy  cars,  he  discovered  a  large  rock 
in  the  middle  of  the  sandbox.  The  boy  dug 
around  the  rock,  managing  to  dislodge  it 
from  the  dirt.  He  pushed  and  nudged  the 
rock  across  the  sandbox  by  using  his  feet. 
He  was  a  very  small  boy  and  this  was  a  very 
large  rock.  When  he  got  it  to  the  edge  of  the 
sandbox,  however,  he  found  that  he 
couldn't  roll  it  up  and  over  the  little  wall. 

Determined,  the  little  boy  pushed, 
shoved  and  pried  but  every  time  he  thought 
he  had  made  progress  the  rock  fell  back  into 
the  sandbox.  Again  the  little  boy  pushed 
and  shoved  until  he  smashed  his  chubby 
fingers  and  burst  into  tears  of  frustration. 

All  this  time,  the  boy's  father  watched 
from  the  living  room  window  as  the  drama 
unfolded.  At  the  moment  the  tear  fell,  a 
large  shadow  fell  across  the  boy  and  the 
sandbox.  It  was  the  boy's  father.  Gently  but 
firmly,  he  said,  "Son,  why  didn't  you  use 
all  the  strength  you  had  available?" 

Defeated  the  boy  sobbed  back,  "But  I  did, 
daddy,  I  did.  I  used  all  the  strength  I  had!" 
"No,  son,"  corrected  the  father  kindly.  "You 
didn't  use  all  the  strength  you  had.  You 
didn't  ask  me."  And  then  the  father  reached 
down,  picked  up  the  rock  and  removed  it 
from  the  sandbox. 

Jehoshaphat  knew  he  could  try  to  push 
and  shove  all  he  wanted,  but  success  would 
not  come  without  the  Father's  help.  So,  he 
asked  for  help  from  the  Lord.  I  believe  we 
often  get  so  caught  up  in  our  own  strength 
that  we  do  forget  to  ask  for  help  from  God. 

5.  The  other  important  thing  about  this 
prayer  is  that  Jehoshaphat  did  not  try  to 
pray  alone.  He  called  all  of  Judah  together 
to  join  him  in  this  prayer. 

God  does  not  want  us  to  live  like  islands 
isolated  to  ourselves.  You  see,  He  has  made 
us  part  of  a  great  family;  therefore,  there 
are  times  when  we  need  to  solicit  the 
prayers  of  other  people  on  our  behalf.  We 
may  be  individual  churches  but  we  are 
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joined  together  in  this  Conference  as  sister 
churches  who  need  to  pray  and  work  to- 
gether as  a  family.  Too  many  times,  we 
seemed  to  have  this  idea  that  we  don't  need 
anyone  else  or  that  we  can't  help  each  other. 
But  we  need  to  get  back  to  working  together 
to  accomplish  the  work  of  the  Kingdom.  We 
are  not  in  competition  with  one  another. 
Our  goal  and  desire  should  be  for  each  con- 
gregation to  grow  and  become  the  church 
that  God  needs  in  that  community. 

We  need  to  help  one  another,  pray  for  one 
another,  and  fellowship  together.  Our 
churches  and  Conference  will  be  much 
stronger  and  we  will  all  accomplish  so 
much  more  by  remembering  we  are  con- 
nected and  are  in  this  together. 

King  Jehoshaphat  and  all  Judah  devoted 
themselves  to  fasting  and  to  prayer.  The 
whole  assembly  of  Judah  stood  before  the 
Lord  and  emptied  their  hearts  out  to  Him. 
The  king  took  the  lead  role  and  poured  out 
his  fears,  frustrations,  and  prayers  to  God. 

As  leaders  in  our  churches,  we  need  to 
take  the  lead  role  in  helping  our  people 
understand  the  importance  of  fasting  and 
prayer.  When  things  arise  we  need  to  call 
our  people  together  for  a  time  of  fasting  and 
praying.  Many  times,  we  do  not  get  the  help 
that  we  need  from  the  Lord  because  we  do 
not  seriously  seek  Him  and  ask.  But  if  we 
will  seriously  get  down  to  the  business  of 
seeking  God,  God  will  answer. 

King  Jehoshaphat  and  the  people  of 
Judah  prayed  and  sent  an  answer.  In  the 
midst  was  a  man  named  Ja-haz-i-el.  Jahaziel 
is  not  a  fast  fly  by  night  prophet  who  rides 
into  town  on  the  whim,  fetches  up  his  tent 
and  begins  to  prophesy.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Word  of  God  traces  his  genealogy  back  five 
generations,  back  to  Asaph.  You  might  re- 
member, Asaph  was  appointed  by  King 
David  as  chief  musician  in  charge  of  play- 
ing music  and  leading  worship  around  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant  after  its  return  to 
Jerusalem. 

Notice — God  always  has  His  man  in 
place.  He  may  be  a  Moses,  prepared  and 
ready  to  lead  God's  people  out  of  bondage; 
He  may  be  a  Joseph,  prepared  and  ready  to 
sustain  God's  people;  He  may  be  a  Peter 
ready  to  preach  a  powerful  sermon;  He  may 
be  a  Paul  ready  to  spread  the  Gospel;  he 
may  be  a  Luther  prepared  and  ready  to 
bring  light  in  the  midst  of  gross  darkness; 
He  may  be  a  Wesley,  prepared  by  God,  to 
save  Britain  from  inevitable  revolution — He 
may  be  a  Paul  Palmer  or  a  Parker  brother 
prepared  by  God  to  start  churches  in  North 
Carolina  or  a  Jessie  Heath  or  James  Evans 
to  carry  on  the  work.  God  always  has  His 
man,  prepared  and  ready  to  deliver  His 
message! 

God's  spirit  came  through  Jahaziel.  It  was 
through  him  the  people  of  God  received  the 


solution.  Jahaziel  told  them  three  things 
from  God: 

First,  he  told  them  that  the  battle  was  not 
their's. 

Read  with  me  verse  15,  He  said,  "Listen, 
King  Jehoshaphat  and  all  who  live  in  Judah 
and  Jerusalem!  This  is  what  the  Lord  says 
to  you,  'Do  not  be  afraid  or  discouraged 
because  of  this  vast  army.  For  the  battle  is 
not  yours,  but  God's'"  (niv). 

You  may  want  to  write  in  the  margin  of 
your  Bible  these  words:  The  problem  is  not 
mine  but  God's.  This  is  a  lesson  every  Chris- 
tian must  learn.  When  we  invited  Christ 
into  our  life,  God  entered  into  a  covenant 
relationship  with  us.  He  promised  to  work 
in  our  life  to  bring  about  a  solution  to  all  of 
our  problems.  You  see,  "Everything 
changes  when  God  is  in  the  picture." 

God  says,  "When  you  come  to  Me  for 
help,  remember  that  the  battle  is  no  longer 
yours,  it  belongs  to  me.  Do  not  fear.  Do  not 
tremble.  Stand  firm.  Keep  your  mind  on 
things  above,  not  of  things  on  earth."  God 
speaks  to  us  continuously  throughout 
Scripture  about  our  need  to  overcome  fear. 
There  is  no  threat  that  God  cannot  handle. 

Ephesians  6:12  says,  "For  we  wrestle  not 
against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  princi- 
palities, against  powers,  against  the  rulers 
of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiri- 
tual wickedness  in  high  places." 

All  of  the  struggles  we  face  in  life  appear 
to  be  the  result  of  the  physical  world,  and 
many  times  the  trials  we  face  occur  because 
of  the  decisions  of  other  people.  Even 
though  it  appears  that  we  struggle  with  the 
world  and  with  people,  the  Scripture  says, 
"We  do  not  wrestle  against  flesh  and 
blood." 

2  Corinthians  10:3-4  says,  "For  though 
we  walk  in  the  flesh,  we  do  not  war  after 
the  flesh.  For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare 
are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God  for 
pulling  down  of  strong  holds." 

We  are  not  wrestling  against  people,  but 
against  the  spiritual  realm,  and  therefore, 
we  need  a  spiritual  being  for  our  advocate, 
and  the  only  spiritual  being  who  cares  for 
us  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Those  of  us  who 
know  Jesus  are  on  the  right  side  of  the 
battle,  because  He  is  God  incarnate,  the 
Creator  of  the  universe.  Because  He  is  the 
Creator,  He  is  much  more  powerful  than 
Satan,  and  that's  why  "The  weapons  of  our 
warfare  are. ..mighty  [in]  God"  (2 
Corinthians  10:4),  and  that's  why  all  we 
have  to  do  is  "Stand  still,  and  see  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Lord"  (v.  17). 

In  1  Peter  5:7  we  are  admonished  to  cast 
all  our  cares  upon  God,  for  He  cares  for  us. 
The  Greek  verb  cast  vividly  means,  "to  hurl 
at,"  revealing  that  we  should  gladly  toss 
away  our  troubles  and  give  them  over  to 
God,  because  He  is  big  enough  to  catch 


them  and  to  deal  with  them,  whereas  we 
are  not.  1  Peter  5:7  is  a  quote  from  Psalm 
55:22  which  more  elaborately  states,  "Cast 
your  burden  on  the  Lord,  and  He  shall  sus- 
tain you;  He  shall  never  permit  the  righ- 
teous to  be  moved"  (nkjv).  We  read  here  that 
the  righteous  will  not  be  moved,  meaning 
that  our  foundation  shall  never  be  shaken 
during  times  of  difficulty  if  we  are 
grounded  in  Christ  Jesus.  If  we  have  the 
right  foundation  we  will  remain  stable 
when  the  storms  of  life  try  to  blow  us  over. 
We  have  to  come  to  that  place  of  absolute 
surrender  where  we  give  it  all  to  God.  It's 
that  place  of  being  in  front  of  the  Red  Sea 
with  the  Egyptian  army  behind  you,  ready 
to  pound  you  into  the  dirt.  It's  that  place 
you  come  to  where  only  God  can  part  the 
sea  and  provide  a  way  out. 

Paul  tells  us,  "And  we  know  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  ac- 
cording to  his  purpose"  (Romans  8:28). 

Remember  that  God  is  always  with  you! 
First,  he  said  remember  the  battle  is  the 
Lord's.  But  second,  he  also  told  them  to  set 
themselves.  The  Neiv  King  James  Version 
translates  it  "position  yourselves."  You  see 
the  battle  is  the  Lord's  but,  he  expects  us  to 
do  our  part.  He  expects  us  to  be  prepared. 
The  King  and  the  people  of  Judah  could 
have  sat  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  and  not 
done  what  God  had  instructed  them  to  do 
and  they  would  never  have  been  delivered. 
God  delivered  them  when  they  positioned 
themselves. 

Now  what  does  it  mean  to  position  our- 
selves? Position  here  means  to  be  prepared. 
To  be  prepared  means  to  equip  oneself  to 
accomplish  the  task  at  hand. 

As  church  pastors  and  church  leaders,  we 
must  continually  be  in  the  process  of  pre- 
paring ourselves  to  accomplish  the  task  of 
building  the  Kingdom.  This  preparation  is 
not  a  one-time  thing  but  a  continuous  pro- 
cess of  learning  and  growing  in  the  Lord. 
We  need  to  be  learning  and  growing  to  be 
able  to  minister  to  the  society  we  live  in  to- 
day, the  twenty-first  century.  No  farmer  I 
know  would  go  into  the  field  with  a  mule 
and  plow  today  and  start  to  prepare  their 
fields.  No  plumber  would  install  a  hand 
pump  in  someone's  new  house  as  the  only 
source  of  water.  No  electrician  would  in- 
stall carbide  lights  in  a  new  house  as  the 
only  source  of  lighting.  And  the  church  can- 
not use  nineteenth  century  methods  to  min- 
ister in  the  twenty-first  century.  I  am  not 
saying  that  we  change  the  message.  Jesus 
is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  forever. 
God's  Word  is  true  and  eternal  and  never 
changes.  But  we  do  have  to  change  the 
methods  that  we  use  to  minister  to  people. 

We  also  need  to  understand  that  as  lead- 
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ers  we  need  to  continue  to  grow  and  learn 
and  continue  to  mature  in  our  faith.  No  one 
wants  to  go  to  a  doctor  who  has  not  learned 
anything  new  for  the  last  twenty  years.  No 
one  is  going  to  trust  a  lawyer  who  has  not 
kept  up  with  the  laws  that  have  changed 
over  the  past  few  years.  We  expect  every 
professional  person  we  know  to  continue 
to  upgrade  their  abilities  and  knowledge 
except  ourselves.  We  expect  our  doctors  to 
have  medical  degrees,  our  lawyers  to  have 
law  degrees,  and  even  our  teachers  to  have 
four  year  teacher's  degrees,  but  expect  very 
little  of  ourselves.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  clergy  were  the  most  educated  people 
in  the  community.  That  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  case  anymore.  Doctors,  lawyers,  and 
teachers  are  all  important  and  they  do  very 
important  work,  but  there  is  nothing  as 
important  as  helping  people  get  to  Heaven. 
There  is  no  calling  any  higher  or  greater 
than  the  calling  of  a  pastor  who  spends  his 
life  pointing  people  to  life  everlasting. 

We  need  to  begin  to  take  serious  the  con- 
tinual preparation  for  the  ministry.  Positioning 
ourselves  for  the  ministry  in  not  a  two-year 
thing  or  a  four-year  thing,  but  a  life  long 
journey  of  learning,  preparing,  growing, 
and  equipping  ourselves  for  ministry.  There 
should  never  have  to  be  a  question  of  how 
much  education  we  need.  We  need  as  much 


as  is  available  so  we  might  be  all  we  can  be 
for  the  one  who  called  us.  The  Rev.  David 
W.  Hansley  once  told  me  that  when  God 
called  a  man  into  the  ministry  He  called  him 
to  prepare.  And  since  I  believe  the  ministry 
is  a  life  long  calling,  that  means  I  believe  it 
is  also  a  life  long  preparation.  We  need  to 
continually  be  positioning  ourselves  for 
ministry. 

Not  only  did  God  say  that  the  battle  was 
His  and  that  we  need  to  position  ourselves, 
He  also  said,  after  we  position  ourselves  we 
were  to  stand  still  and  see  the  salvation  of 
the  Lord.  In  other  words,  when  we  do  our 
part,  we  can  be  assured  that  God  is  going 
to  do  His  part. 

We  read,  starting  in  verse  21,  that  when 
Jehoshaphat  and  the  army  of  Israel  went  out 
to  the  battlefield  that  he  placed  worship- 
pers in  front  of  the  army  and  they  praised 
God  as  they  marched  along.  When  the  en- 
emies heard  this,  they  got  so  confused  that 
they  began  to  fight  among  themselves  un- 
til every  one  of  them  were  killed.  When 
God's  people  arrived  at  the  battlefield  the 
armies  were  wiped  out  and  it  took  three 
whole  days  to  collect  the  spoils.  You  see,  if 
we  will  position  ourselves  the  harvest  will 
be  so  great  we  will  have  to  spend  a  lifetime 
reaping. 

God  is  faithful.  If  we  submit  to  His  will 


He  will  do  great  things  through  His  people. 
God's  will  is  to  prosper  us,  for  Jeremiah 
29:11  says,  "Tor  I  know  the  plans  I  have 
for  you,'  declares  the  Lord,  'plans  to  pros- 
per you  and  not  to  harm  you,  plans  to  give 
you  hope  and  a  future'"  (niv).  All  we  have 
to  do  is  properly  prepare  ourselves  for  the 
victory  and  it  will  come. 

And  finally  and  quickly,  I  need  to  remind 
us  that  victory  only  comes  through  effort. 
Talking  about  something  is  not  enough;  we 
must  put  out  the  effort. 

If  the  children  of  Israel  had  gotten  com- 
fortable on  the  bank  of  the  Red  Sea,  they 
would  have  never  reached  the  Promise 
Land.  If  David  had  stayed  in  the  camp,  he 
would  have  never  killed  the  giant.  If 
Nehemiah  had  sat  at  the  King's  throne,  he 
would  had  never  rebuilt  walls  around 
Jerusalem.  If  Peter  had  stayed  in  the  upper 
room  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  he  would 
have  never  preached  the  sermon  that  saw 
3000  souls  come  to  Christ.  If  Paul  would 
have  stayed  in  Antioch,  he  would  have 
never  gone  on  his  missionary  journeys  and 
started  all  those  churches.  If  we  just  talk  and 
never  take  action,  we  will  not  see  our 
churches  grow  and  souls  saved. 

I  pray  that  God  will  help  us  to  prepare 
ourselves  for  the  victory  that  He  is  going  to 
give. 


Mount  Olive  College— As  I  Know  It 

by  Barbara  Woodall  Hinton 
Address  delivered  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  Founder's  Day,  November  22,  2005 


Barbara  Woodall  Hinton  was  in  the  first  class  to  attend  Mount  Allen  Junior  College  (now  MOC) 
when  it  opened  in  Mount  Olive  in  1954.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Leonard  B.  Woodall  Jr. 
who  enrolled  in  MOC  the  following  year,  and  Bessie  Woodall  who  now  resides  in  Princeton. 


In  order  to  take  us  back  in  time  to  where 
I  desire  to  go  today,  we  must  journey  back 
some  51  years.  I  want  all  of  you  to  under- 
stand that  many  of  these  are  the  memories 
as  remembered  by  a  young  18  year-old  girl. 
I  also  want  you  to  know  that  I  am  and  will 
ever  be  immensely  grateful  for  my  experi- 
ences at  Mount  Olive  College  that  began 
September  7,  1954.  The  blessings  of  that 
year  will  be  forever  etched  in  my  very  heart 
and  mind.  Before  we  begin  this  journey  of 
a  half  century,  I  want  to  read  to  you  a  pas- 
sage of  Scripture  from  Judges  6:12-16. 

In  this  story  we  find  a  man  being  called 
by  God  to  rise  up,  to  take  a  stand,  and  to 
move  out,  and  to  defeat  the  Midians,  a  na- 
tion of  warriors  who  were  greatly  oppress- 
ing Israel.  As  stated  in  chapter  6,  Gideon 
was  also  a  man,  frightened,  and  greatly 
lacking  in  self  confidence.  The  Angel  of  God 
appeared  instructing  Gideon  to  go  defeat 
this  enemy,  but  instead  of  saying,  "I  will 


Lord,"  Gideon  begins  to  give  all  the  reasons 
and  excuses  that  made  him  an  unable 
leader.  Gideon  told  the  angel  he  just  wasn't 
capable  of  doing  what  God  wanted  him  to 
do.  I  am  sure  the  early  founders  of  Mount 
Olive  College  could  relate  well  with  the 
Scripture.  For  in  1951,  an  educational  min- 
istry or  an  institution  to  educate  its  people, 
was  not  of  the  greatest  importance  to  many 
in  the  North  Carolina  Convention  of  Free 
Will  Baptists.  However,  at  the  time,  God 
was  beginning  to  raise  up  FWB  leaders  who 
were  realizing  more  and  more  that  for  our 
church  to  grow,  the  deficiencies  in  training 
had  to  be  addressed. 

Now  our  journey  begins.  It  is  July  1954, 
and  my  Daddy  had  just  been  ordained  as  a 
FWB  minister.  He  was  pastoring  a  small 
church  in  Sampson  County,  raising  a  fam- 
ily, and  going  to  high  school.  In  the  few 
years  he  had  been  preaching,  he  had 
learned  that  he  wasn't  going  to  be  the  ser- 


vant God  would  want  him  to  be  unless  he 
got  an  education.  Other  ministers  were  see- 
ing the  handicap  our  denomination  was 
going  to  experience  if  education  did  not  be- 
come more  of  a  priority.  At  this  time,  I  was 
only  18  and  deeply  in  love  with  a  young 
man  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  stationed 
at  Nellis  Air  Force  Base,  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 
All  I  had  on  my  mind  was  to  marry  this 
man  and  go  to  Nevada.  A  man,  named 
James  Evans,  of  whom  I  never  had  heard 
suddenly  entered  our  lives.  You  see,  Mr. 
Evans  was  going  all  around  among  the 
churches  of  our  denomination  seeking  sup- 
port and  striving  to  recruit  students  for  a 
college  that  really  wasn't.  Leonard  Woodall 
had  already  hopped  aboard  this  education 
bandwagon,  and  Mr.  Evans  didn't  have  to 
beg  him  for  his  support.  He  was  ready  to 
do  all  he  could  to  help,  but  what  I  didn't 
know  was  that  I  was  in  the  middle  of  all  of 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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this.  Mr.  Evans  and  Daddy  decided  that 
Sunday  that  this  was  going  to  be  just  the 
opportunity  I  needed,  and  before  I  really 
had  a  great  deal  of  time  to  decide,  the  two 
of  them  had  enrolled  me  in  Mount  Allen 
College  in  Mount  Olive,  NC.  May  I  add  that 
from  that  July  Sunday  in  1954  until  his 
death,  my  daddy  lived  and  breathed  MOC 
because  he  truly  believed  that  without  such 
an  institution  of  higher  learning  for  our 
people,  it  was  a  denomination  without 
hope.  Before  I  could  imagine,  it  was  the 
Sunday  afternoon  of  September  7,  when  Mr. 
Evans  said  I  was  to  arrive  to  begin  school.  I 
had  not  seen  the  facilities  before  that  day 
of  my  arrival.  All  I  knew  was  what  I  had 
been  told  by  Mr.  Evans  and  by  this  time, 
Mr.  David  W.  Hansley,  because  his  daugh- 
ter and  I  were  to  be  roommates.  Our  moth- 
ers had  taken  us  shopping  to  get  all  the 
things  that  we  would  need  to  decorate  our 
rooms — curtains,  bedspreads,  etc. — but 
when  I  arrived  at  that  place  on  that  day  1 
soon  learned  I  would  not  need  those  pretty 
things  for  a  long  time.  Within  minutes 
after  I  arrived,  I  realized  that  I  was  some- 
where I  did  not  care  to  be.  My  heart  liter- 
ally fell  to  my  stomach  when  I  was  told  to 
place  all  my  belongings  in  a  pile  on  the  floor 
in  the  student  lounge.  This  would  be  the 
place  the  girls  would  occupy  until  the  dor- 
mitory area  was  made  ready.  (Didn't  I  tell 
you  earlier  that  Mr.  Evans  was  recruiting 
students  for  a  college  that  wasn't?) 

Other  students  began  arriving  and  later 
that  afternoon  all  the  students  with  their 
parents  were  given  a  tour  of  the  facilities 
being  renovated.  All  I  saw  presentable  was 
a  library,  a  few  classrooms,  an  office  space, 
and  the  student  lounge.  The  rest  looked  like 
a  hopeless,  discouraging,  and  disappoint- 
ing mess.  The  upstairs  auditorium  and  our 
supposedly  dormitory  rooms  were  disas- 
ter areas.  Since  the  boys  would  be 
living  in  private  homes  around  the  campus, 
things  seemed  a  little  better  for  them.  The 
next  disappointment  was  that  we  were  in- 
formed it  would  be  a  few  months  before  the 
cafeteria  would  be  ready.  My  word!  It 
hadn't  even  been  started,  and  we  were  go- 
ing to  have  to  go  eat  every  meal  in  some 
downtown  restaurant  for  at  least  the  first 
semester.  As  a  group  we  would  be  served 
breakfast  at  7  a.m.,  lunch  at  noon,  and  sup- 
per at  5  p.m.  These  are  the  approximate 
times.  I'm  not  sure  the  times  are  exactly 
right.  We  would  load  up  in  Miss  Evans'  car 
to  be  transported  for  the  meals,  and  the 
guys  could  travel  as  they  could.  With  all 
these  uncertainties,  I  was  not  a  very  happy 
camper.  At  this  time,  I  had  never  heard  of 
the  young  FWB  minister  that  supposedly 
was  going  to  be  the  president.  I  had  become 
familiar  with  Mr.  Hansley  and  Mr.  Evans, 
but  Mr.  Burkette  Raper  was  a  name  with- 


out a  face  as  far  as  I  was  concerned.  Soon 
and  very  soon,  Mr.  Raper  was  going  to 
become  far  more.  It  became  a  common  prac- 
tice for  this  Mr.  Raper  to  appear  on  campus 
with  an  idea  that  he  believed  would  be 
helpful  for  the  College,  and  he  needed  the 
help  of  the  students  to  accomplish  these 
ideas.  We  never  said  no. 

In  the  weeks  that  followed,  Mr.  Raper 
convinced  us  that  it  was  of  utmost  impor- 
tance to  begin  sharing  everything  good  that 
was  beginning  to  happen  at  the  College  to 
the  FWB  and  to  the  surrounding  area.  He 
constantly  invited  groups  to  the  College  so 
others  could  envision  his  vision.  Time- 
after-time  Mr.  Raper  would  call  us  to  the 
auditorium  for  us  to  tidy  things  up  for  visi- 
tors. (To  tidy  up  was  to  dust  every  seat  and 
clean  the  floor.)  He  motivated  us  to  want 
to  make  a  good  impression.  So  we  would 
dust  seats  and  push  brooms  in  and  around 
all  the  seats  until  everything  was  acceptable 
to  this  man,  Mr.  Raper. 

We  had  settled  in  and  classes  were  well 
underway  when  Hurricane  Hazel  dis- 
rupted our  routine.  We  waited  out  the  storm 
before  our  parents  could  get  us,  and  we 
were  sent  home  for  a  few  days  because  the 
school  had  no  electricity,  water,  phones,  and 
other  needed  things.  Fortunately,  little 
damage  was  done  to  the  campus,  and  I 
guess  it  was  at  this  point  that  I  really  began 
to  appreciate  all  the  things  that  were  begin- 
ning to  happen. 

Mr.  Raper  began  taking  some  of  us  stu- 
dents out  with  him  to  the  churches  as  he 
traveled  and  shared  the  good  news  of  the 
College.  He  had  an  awesome  responsibil- 
ity to  sell  to  the  FWB  people  and  the  area 
around  Mount  Olive  that  there  was  a  real 
need  for  a  local  college.  He,  along  with 
those  other  pioneers  was  now  convinced 
the  College  could  be  a  reality,  but  he  had  to 
sell  it  to  all  the  others.  He  coined  a  little  ex- 
pression that  went  something  like  this, 
"When  you  invest  in  Mount  Olive  College, 


you  are  investing  in  the  lives  of  young 
people  and  therefore  investing  in  the  King- 
dom of  God."  Fifty  years  later  the  rest  of 
the  story  has  been  told. 

After  all  I  have  seen  during  those  years, 
and  as  I  have  grown  into  senior  adulthood, 
I  believe  with  all  my  heart  that  God  called 
those  early  men  of  our  faith  to  begin  Mount 
Olive  College  just  as  much  as  he  called 
Gideon  to  lead  the  Israelites.  Because,  dear 
people,  to  me  Mount  Olive  College  is  more 
than  a  Dr.  Byrd,  a  Dr.  Raper,  a  Mr.  Hansley, 
a  Mr.  Evans,  or  any  of  those  early  FWB 
dreamers.  To  me,  Mount  Olive  College  is 
more  than  an  old  abandoned  elementary 
school  building  purchased  from  the  Wayne 
County  Board  of  Education.  To  me,  Mount 
Olive  College  is  more  than  a  successful  four- 
year  accredited  institution  of  higher  learn- 
ing. To  me,  Mount  Olive  College  is  a  miracle 
in  work  revealing  that  dreams  and  visions 
do  become  realities  when  we,  with  God, 
undertake  step  by  step  his  pursuits.  To  me, 
Mount  Olive  College  is  a  miracle,  because  I 
have  seen  God  at  work  here  for  50  years. 
Just  as  Gideon  successfully  accomplished 
the  task  God  called  him  to  do,  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  has  become  the  institution  God 
chose  it  to  be.  God  said  to  Gideon,  "I  will 
be  with  you  and  together  we  will  strike 
down  the  Midianites."  During  Mount  Ol- 
ive College's  history,  there  have  been  many 
Midianites,  but  together,  with  God,  each  has 
been  struck  down.  Not  one  of  us  who  be- 
gan this  journey  in  1954  could  ever  have 
envisioned  what  our  eyes  behold  today. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  this  school, 
and  may  we  never  forget  how  it  became 
what  it  now  is.  For  those  of  us  who  have 
made  these  travels,  it  has  been  an  absolutely 
unbelievable  adventure.  We  invite  all  of  you 
here  today  to  get  on  board  with  us  as  we 
begin  our  journey  through  the  next  half  cen- 
tury. May  God  bless  you  and  may  God  bless 
these  holy  grounds. 
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Retirement  tIomes  Ministry 


JANUARY  IS  RETIREMENT  HOMES  MONTH 
PEOPLE  HELPING  PEOPLE  IN  JESUS'  NAME 


by  Ronnie  Taylor 


Your  Retirement  Homes  Ministry  is  doing  exactly  what 
the  above  motto  says.  We  are  about  the  business  of  helping 
people.  This  ministry  has  been  blessed  over  the  past  year. 
We  have  been  able  to  add  three  new  clients  to  the  program. 
This  has  been  possible  because  our  OFWB  Churches  and  sev- 
eral individuals  have  continued  their  giving  to  the  ministry. 

This  ministry  officially  began  with  the  Articles  of  Incor- 
poration being  completed  in  February  1975.  This  February 
we  will  be  31  years  old.  Many  of  our  OFWB  people  have 
benefited  from  this  ministry.  This  is  a  ministry  of  the  OFWB 
denomination  and  is  for  OFWB  people.  We  have  and  main- 
tain tax  exempt  status  for  accepting  gifts  and  donations  from 
people. 

This  ministry  is  governed  by  a  ten  member  board  elected 
by  the  Convention.  This  board  consists  of  two  members  from 
three  Conferences  (Central,  Eastern,  and  Western)  and  one 
member  each  from  the  Albemarle,  Piedmont,  and  Cape  Fear 
Conferences,  and  Pee  Dee  Association. 

This  ministry  has  four  different  programs  in  which  our 
people  can  participate.  The  first  is  our  Residential  Care  Pro- 
gram. This  service  provides  housing  and  is  a  participatory 
program  in  which  the  clients  must  contribute  30%  of  their 
retirement  income  to  Retirement  Homes.  All  expenses  are 
paid  for  these  clients  except  for  telephone  and  cable  televi- 
sion. The  second  is  our  Supplemental  Housing  Support  Pro- 
gram. This  program  is  designed  to  aid  persons  who  have 
the  same  needs  as  our  residents  but  have  their  own  home  or 
live  in  housing  of  their  own  choosing.  This  is  a  fixed  amount 
given  monthly.  Third  is  our  Supplemental  Support  Services 
Program.  We  have  found  that  there  are  persons  who,  for  vari- 


ous reasons,  fall  through  the  cracks  of  society's  other  pro- 
grams and  are  restricted  by  special  cases  or  needs.  This  pro- 
gram is  designed  to  allow  us  to  customize  aid  in  cases  of 
special  circumstances  or  to  meet  legal  requirements. 

All  of  the  above  programs  are  for  our  people  who  are  re- 
tired. The  fourth  program  is  our  Disability  Equipment  Avail- 
ability Program  (DEAP).  Through  this  program  we  can  loan 
needed  equipment  to  our  people.  We  have  wheelchairs,  hos- 
pital beds,  lift  chairs,  canes,  walkers,  commode  chairs,  bath 
chairs,  and  some  other  items  available.  There  is  no  charge 
for  the  use  of  any  of  these  items.  If  you  would  like  to  know 
more  about  the  Retirement  Homes  Ministry,  you  can  have 
your  pastor  invite  me  to  come  and  make  a  presentation  to 
your  church  on  Sunday  morning  or  night  or  during  the  week. 

I  trust  your  church  is  helping  to  support  this  ministry,  but 
if  it  isn't  we  do  need  your  support.  We  cannot  add  any  more 
clients  to  the  program  at  the  present  time.  Our  finances  are 
stretched  to  the  limit.  It  would  be  a  real  shame  if  one  of  our 
people  really  needed  help  and  we  were  unable  to  help  him 
or  her. 

January  is  Retirement  Homes  Month.  It  would  be  won- 
derful if  all  our  churches  would  receive  a  special  offering  for 
Retirement  Homes  during  January,  especially  on  January  15, 
2006,  which  is  designated  Retirement  Homes  Sunday. 

A  sincere  thank  you  goes  out  to  all  churches  and  individu- 
als who  have  supported  us  this  past  year.  If  you  need  more 
information,  please  let  me  know.  I  can  be  reached  by  mail  at 
P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513,  or  at  one  of  the  following 
phone  numbers:  (252)  746-4963  (Headquarters),  (252)  746- 
8780  (Fax),  or  (910)  330-3818  (cell). 


THESE  ARE  THE  WONDERFUL  CLIENTS  OF 
OUR  RETIREMENT  HOMES  MINISTRY 


Louise  Jones 


Linda  Sasser 


Betty  Johnson 
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Robert  Sellers  Rod  Jones 


The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Jordan  Or.  and  Mrs.  Cedric  Pierce 


N.  C.  State  League  Convention 

(This  article  is  a  partial  re-print  from  p.  10  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  May  27, 1950,  Vol.  65,  No.  20). 


There  are  some  things  that  you  need  to  know  concerning 
our  youth  program,  the  FWB  League  organization.  The  Sun- 
day School  teaches  the  Word  of  God  and  endeavors  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  Bible  knowledge  through  the  ear,  eye,  and 
mind.  Surely,  we  cannot  underestimate  the  value  of  the  teach- 
ing ministry.  The  preaching  service  is  designed  to  lead  ev- 
ery worshiper  with  God  and  eternity  It  is  to  warn  the  people 
against  sin  and  of  the  coming  judgment  of  a  righteous  God 

for  failure  to  yield  their  lives  unto  God.  The   

evangelistic  services  are  designed  to  preach 
Jesus  to  sinners  with  the  necessary  respect 
to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
[who]  convicts  of  sin  and  brings  Godly  sor- 
row for  sin.  The  Women's  Auxiliary  is 
designed  to  enlist  the  women  into  active 
services  in  the  interest  of  missions,  benevo- 
lences, social  service,  Christian  education 
and  to  provide  a  substantial  backing  for 
all  the  activities  of  the  general  church  orga 
nization. 

The  FWB  League  organization  is  to  train  workers  for  all 
church  services.  It  helps  new  converts  get  a  hold  of  them- 
selves and  learn  to  pray  in  public,  make  talks,  sing  specials, 
teaches  them  how  to  rightly  handle  the  Word  of  God,  and 
creates  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  worker  to  become  a  soul 
winner  for  Christ.  There  are  many,  many  things  which  make 
the  League  one  of  the  most  attractive  programs  of  the  church 


\olcLe.n. 
"QLcLie.b 


for  young  people.  Good  leaders  are  badly  needed.  Our 
church  can  always  depend  on  the  good  League  organiza- 
tion to  sponsor  things  which  promote  the  cause  of  Christ 
through  all  phases  of  the  work,  take  care  of  things  others  in 
the  church  forget  or  neglect,  and  it  provides  clean  whole- 
some entertainment  for  youth  activities. 

Our  first  League  (or  youth)  organization  was  begun  in  1915 
at  St.  Mary's  Church  in  New  Bern,  NC.  It  was  first  known  as 

  the  B.Y.P.U.  (Baptist  Young  People's  Union) 

and  since  this  name  belonged  to  the  young 
people  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
it  was  necessary  for  us  to  find  a  new  name. 
In  1917,  the  name  "Mutual  Endeavor 
Union"  was  introduced  and  this  lasted  for 
three  years  when  in  1920,  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
Welch  gave  to  us  the  present  name  "Free 
Will  Baptist  League"  or  F.W.B.L.,  which 
has  been  used  ever  since. 
A  dream  of  a  general  organization  for  our 
youth  throughout  the  nation  began  many  years 
before  it  became  a  reality.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1922  that 
the  General  Conference  in  session  at  Marshall,  NC,  voted  to 
become  responsible  for  the  instigation  of  such  an  organiza- 
tion. Mrs.  Alice  E.  Lupton,  Professor  A.  R.  Flowers,  and  the 
Rev.  L.  E.  Ballard  were  appointed  to  the  task  of  drawing  up 
plans  for  the  proposed  organization.  In  1933,  the  work  was 
revised  and  brought  up  to  the  needs  of  the  people. 
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NEWS  FROM  EAST  EUROPE 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 


Dear  Friends, 

It  is  with  thanksgiving  in  our  hearts 
and  minds  that  we  are  able  to  write 
to  you,  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  during  this  time 
that  we  celebrate  Thanksgiving  and 
Advent.  With  a  joyful  heart  we  say, 
"We  experience  the  Advent,  the  com- 
ing of  the  Christ  with  Thanksgiving." 

Several  among  us  have  a  heavy 
cross  to  bear;  others  may  find  count- 
less reasons  to  be  thankful,  while 
many  struggle  in  finding  reasons  for 
Thanksgiving.  "Has  the  Lord  been 
with  me  in  the  past  year?  Did  He 
meet  me  and  did  I  search  for  Him 
under  all  circumstances?"  Paul  once 
wrote  the  well-known  words:  "In 
every  thing  give  thanks:  for  this  is  the 
will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  concern- 
ing you."  Please,  read  Thessalonians 
5:12-24.  In  this  passage  is  more  than 
just  "Thanks-Giving;"  there  he  writes 
about  a  way  of  living  for  us  and  about 
sanctification,  which  comes  from 
God's  side.  Thank  the  Lord  that  there 
is  not  written:  "Praise  the  Lord  for 
everything."  Full  stop... His  words 
allow  all  who  suffered  losses  to  grieve 
and  to  mourn.  In  such  circumstances 
we  are  allowed  to  contemplate  in 
grief:  "Has  the  Lord  been  with  me? 
Have  I  been  able  to  enter  into  the 
presence  of  the  Lord?  From  where 
came  my  Help?" 

We  pray  that  each  of  you  are  able 
to  enter  into  the  Lord's  Presence,  be- 
cause we  know  that  He  has  been 
around  you  even  during  the  worst 
circumstances  in  the  past  year.  We 
pray  for  all  who  mourn  and  grieve, 
because  they  lost  dear  ones  and  for 
all  who  suffer  while  sitting  at  the  side 
of  beloved  ones  who  are  physically 
in  critical  conditions.  Our  prayers  are 
certainly  with  you. 


Willem  and  Lydia 


Living  in  His  presence  enfolds  to 
us  a  panorama  of  awesome  beauty, 
His  everlasting  Kingdom.  Let  us  pre- 
pare our  lamps  and  make  it  known: 
"The  bridegroom  is  coming,  He  is 
near,  it  is  Advent  for  me  and  all  the 
peoples  of  the  Earth.  The  Child  was 
born  and  invites  us  all  together  to 
partake  in  His  magnificent  Kingdom. 
That  Child  is  exalted  to  be  our  ever- 
lasting Lord.  His  Peace  takes  away  all 
fear  and  goes  beyond  any  imagina- 
tion." Of  course,  we  bear  a  packet  of 
sorrows  and  concerns  while  walking 
our  life-path,  but  that  packet  will  be 
lighter  when  He  is  near  to  us.  Let  us 
bring  Thanksgiving  to  Him  who  calls 
us  and  cares  for  us  all  the  days  of  our 
lives. 

We  are  trying  hard  to  find  a  suit- 
able piece  of  land,  a  place  to  build  a 
center  for  worship  and  service  to  the 
Lord.  Our  arduous  trials  are  without 
success;  we  did  not  receive  any  co- 


operation from  the  authorities  unto 
now.  Nevertheless,  we  must  keep  our 
confidence  in  the  Lord,  because  He 
rules  the  rulers.  He  sees  our  struggles 
to  reach  out  to  people  who  live  far 
from  Him,  without  a  Savior.  God  has 
challenged  us  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
Muslims,  to  bring  Peace  instead  of 
war.  In  our  region,  many  Muslims 
have  responded  in  one  way  or  an- 
other; they  have  "tasted  the  Peace 
that  is  in  Christ."  Their  community 
of  believers  has  no  "house"  to  wor- 
ship, to  meditate,  and  pray,  which  is 
very  important  to  them. 

Everybody  who  once  lost  a  house 
by  fire,  water,  earthquake  or  war 
knows  the  problems,  which  were 
caused  by  such  calamities.  It  is  im- 
possible to  live  properly  without  a 
house.  Our  people  need  a  "House," 
a  Holy  Place  to  worship.  By  lack  of 
space  we  cannot  meet  everybody 
who  wishes  to  meet  with  us.  It  is 
worse  for  those  who  have  no  man- 
sion in  eternity;  they  will  be  everlast- 
ing without  shelter  and  remain  in  the 
darkness,  cut  off  from  anything  that 
goes  beyond  all  earthly  suffering. 
Reading  the  small  book  of  Haggai,  I 
learn  to  understand  the  sincerity  of 
building  a  house  for  the  Lord.  The 
Muslims  built  over  800  Mosques, 
with  support  from  abroad  in  the  last 
15  years  and  the  Christians  could  not 
build  and  restore  together  even  50 
places  for  worship  in  this  part  of  the 
world. 

Many  Christian  believers  are 
touched  by  the  physical  needs  of  oth- 
ers, and  they  show  the  love  of  God 
by  the  works  of  compassion.  But 
what  are  clothes,  shoes,  medicines, 
and  shelter  compared  to  the  assur- 
ance to  receive  a  mansion  in  eternity? 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Both  have  to  be  considered.  We  are 
very  thankful  to  each  of  you  who 
have  contributed  to  the  project,  the 
building,  in  Varna.  It  is  a  center  where 
the  Lord  is  praised  and  where  people 
can  receive  the  warmth  of  God's  love 
every  day.  Words  cannot  express  our 
thankfulness  for  your  support  to  this 
building. 

Now  we  look  forward  to  receiving 
a  place  of  worship  in  Balchik.  We 
have  in  mind  to  make  it  a  place  of 
many  activities  to  serve  many  people 
of  all  ages;  from  young  children  to  old 
people.  Handicapped  people  have  no 
place  to  meet  others.  Their  homes  are 
small;  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  meet 
friends  in  their  one-room  houses, 
where  they  are  waiting  until  their  last 
breath.  With  thanksgiving  I  pray  the 
Lord  will  make  the  impossible  pos- 
sible. The  Lord  can  lead  us  again  to 
make  it  happen  and  to  bless  the  be- 
lievers in  Balchik  with  an  Evangeli- 
cal Christian  Center. 

The  Lord  has  come  to  us  and  he 
spoke.  How  do  we  answer  His  teach- 
ings, His  commands,  His  calling  to 
be  His  witnesses  in  this  world?  To  my 
friends,  family  and  relatives  in  Hol- 
land I  wrote  not  long  ago:  "We  like 
to  sing  'Crown  Him  With  Many 
Crowns,'  but  we  have  made  Him  car- 
ton crowns,  it  may  even  be  crowns 
of  old  newspapers."  Old  newspapers 
are  often  gathered  and  sold  to 


contribute  to  God's  Mission  in  the 
world.  Our  son  Martin  reacted  with 
the  words:  "We  may  even  give  Him 
again  a  crown  of  thorns."  Consider- 
ing the  great  sufferings  of  Jesus,  he 
may  be  true  and  hit  the  nail  on  the 
head. 

With  Thanksgiving  we  are  con- 
vinced that  we  will  receive  a  center 
to  worship  and  to  serve  the  Lord  here 
in  Balchik.  With  Christ  we  are  able  to 
overcome  every  barrier.  We  have 
shared  our  lives  with  many  and 
praise  Him  that  we  are  still  able  to 
do  so.  He  has  blessed  us  with  His 
presence  and  gives  us  peace  and  joy 
in  our  ministry.  Pray  with  us  that  the 
Lord  will  open  hearts  to  contribute 
to  the  real  needs  here,  that  the  believ- 
ers may  receive  a  center  where  they 
can  worship  and  meet  the  Lord, 
where  they  can  serve  Him  and  even 
be  warm  during  the  cold  winter-days 
in  the  future. 

The  Lord  is  turning  our  prayers 
into  Thanksgiving,  into  praises  to  glo- 
rify Him.  He  will  turn  the  lives  of 
many  into  a  better  life  with  Him.  I 
see  the  new  lives  dawning  as  a  pan- 
orama from  Heaven.  Let  us  bring  to- 
gether, in  joy  and  even  in  mourning, 
and  grieving,  praises  to  our  Lord 
with  Thanksgiving. 


Note:  (We  received  the  following  e-mail 
from  Willem  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

WE  LOVE  YOU  PAPA' 


Please  keep  them  in  your  prayers.) 

I  just  spoke  with  Caroline  and  she 
affirmed  our  fears  that  Lydia  has  the 
beginning  of  Alzheimer's.  The  doc- 
tor found  out  that  the  brain  fluids 
were  not  right  and  on  the  MRI  scan 
he  has  seen  an  enlargement  of  the  left 
brain.  He  has  given  a  prescription  for 
medicine  that  she  shall  take  and  ad- 
vises her  to  eat  fish  regularly,  which 
is  good  for  the  vascular  system.  She 
has  a  very  bad  short-term  memory 
and  orientation  problems.  We  were 
dealing  with  this  already  and  have 
Medji  to  go  with  her  when  she  wants 
to  shop  in  Varna.  I  did  expect  this 
outcome  and  am  not  surprised.  In  the 
last  years,  she  has  changed  a  lot.  A 
good  opinion  from  the  doctor  is  that 
when  Alzheimer's  occurs  with  older 
people,  the  process  goes  slower  than 
with  younger  people.  The  most  im- 
portant thing  to  do  is  to  stay  calm 
under  all  circumstances.  Medji,  Lili, 
and  Tezdjan  have  seen  the  changes 
in  behavior  and  they  are  very  good 
to  Lydia  considering  this  as  a  matter 
of  fact  we  have  to  deal  with.  After  her 
return  from  Holland,  she  is  teaching 
Medji  again  with  English  and  Bible 
and  I  would  like  to  keep  it  that  way 
as  long  as  possible.  Thank  you  for 
your  prayers  and  we  know  that  you 
will  continue  to  pray  for  Lydia  and 
all  of  us.  The  Lord  bless  you  and  we 
greet  you  filled  with  love. 


(From  The  Reverend  Antonio  M.  Samones  Jr.'s  Children — Joiada,  Joy  Marylle,  Joanne  Mae,  John  Mark,  and  Jeannie  Grace.) 

October  6,  2005,  Thursday,  we  consider  the  darkest  day  in  our  lives, 
tears  kept  falling  from  our  swollen  eyes,  confusion  invaded  our  minds 
and  our  whole  beings,  questioning,  "Why  is  it  our  dear  father?  Such  a 
young  age,  such  strength,  such  passion  and  devotion  for  his  fellow- 
men  and  to  God?" 

•  For  us,  "Papa"  is  not  only  a  father,  but  also  a  best  friend  who  always 
accompanied  us  in  buying  our  personal  things  needed  even  in  our  col- 
lege days. 

•  A  clown  who  made  fun  of  himself  by  talking  in  a  baby  language  and 
making  funny  gestures  to  cheer  us  up. 

•  A  helper  who  preferred  to  do  any  kind  of  home  chores  rather  than 
commanding  us,  he  would  always  work  with  a  smile  on  his  face  though 
his  face  was  full  of  sweat. 


The  Samones  Family 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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•  A  teacher  who  was  not  fond  of  giving  sermons,  but 
rather  a  lifetime  of  advice. 

We  do  really,  really  miss  him  so  much.  We  will  miss  his 
laughter  that  echoes  all  over  the  house.  We  will  miss  the 
way  he  roasted  fresh  fishes  early  in  the  morning  for  our 
breakfast.  And  we  will  miss  the  way  he  called  us  in  a  funny 
name.  Truly,  he  was  not  just  an  ordinary  father,  but  he 
was  the  great  provider  of  funny  stories  that  always  made 
us  burst  into  laughter. 

"Papa"  was  a  faithful  servant  of  God,  a  selfless  person, 
a  living  testimony  to  us  and  anyone  who  knew  him  could 
testify  how  humble  he  was. 

As  we  have  grown  up,  we've  witnessed  how  he  sacri- 
ficed and  prayed  much  just  to  make  us  study,  having  four 
college  students  and  a  grade  IV  student  is  not  easy,  but 
we've  heard  no  complaints  from  him.  It  hurts  for  us  to 


think  that  we  could  no  longer  hug  him  on  our  graduation 
day  and  personally  tell  him,  "Thank  you,  Papa!  This  is 
the  fruit  of  your  sacrifices."  It  also  hurts  to  think  that  the 
time  will  no  longer  come  when  we  will  be  able  to  help 
him  when  we  get  a  job.  Papa  did  not  demand  anything 
from  us.  He  was  really  a  giver. 

We  spend  our  nights  sleepless  in  our  darkest  agonies, 
our  days  are  in  deepest  mourning  for  our  dear  Papa.  But 
thanks  to  God,  because  by  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures 
and  encouragement  of  our  fellow  Christians,  we've  real- 
ized that  October  6,  2005,  should  not  be  considered  the 
darkest  day  in  our  lives,  but  rather  a  day  to  celebrate  for 
that  is  the  day  our  Almighty  God  had  taken  our  beloved 
Papa  to  be  with  Him  to  suffer  no  pain,  grief,  and  sorrows. 
Now  we  are  sure  that  Papa  is  experiencing  a  real  kind  of 
happiness. 

"We  love  you,  Papa." 


21ST  ANNUAL  MISSION  CONFERENCE  2005 

by  Nerry  Peralta 

The  FWB  Church  Philippines,  Inc.  held  its 
21st  Annual  Mission  Conference  on  October 
25-27, 2005,  at  the  FWB  National  Headquar- 
ters, Puerto  Princesa  City,  Palaway.  The 
theme  was  "Focusing  on  God's  Purpose" 
(Philippians  3:14).  It  was  attended  by  pas- 
tors, delegates,  and  visitors  of  almost  160 
persons. 

Speakers  gave  emphasis  about  focusing  on 
God  and  to  His  purpose.  We  have  also  evalu- 
ated the  plan  we  made  last  year.  We  praise 
the  Lord  that  He  did  something  different  to 
grow  His  work  entrusted  to  us  here  in  the 
Philippines. 

The  Mission  Department  also  gave  an  ap- 
preciation award  to  those  local  churches  that 
were  the  top  numbers  in  local  income  and  worship  ser- 
vice attendance. 

In  all  of  this  success  only  by  God's  grace.  To  God  be  the 
Glory! 


Annual  Missions  Conference  2005 


Workers  and  Delegates 


The  Rev.  Andrino 
Segay  delivering 
God's  message. 
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FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
ANNUAL  TELETHON 
SUNDAY  MARCH  26, 2006 


f&ilBIB 


INTERNATIONAL 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

P.O.  Box  39 
Ay  den,  NC  28513 
252.746.4963 


Dear  Lord,  Help  us  reach  the  Philippines,  Mexico,  Nepal,  India,  Bangledesh  and 
the  nations  of  the  Earth.  Hie  Telethon  and  Day  of  Prayer  for  Revival  and  World  Missions 
gives  us  the  opportunity  to  remember  the  nations  of  the  Earth  through  prayer  and  giving. 

Day  of  Prayer  for  Revival 
and  World  Missions  •  March  26, 2006 

PRAY  DALY  FOR  THIS  GOAL. 

CALL  IN  YOUR  SPECIAL  OFFERING  BETWEEN  1:30  p.m.  1 5:30  p.m. 

252-746-4963 

Goal  2006:  A  total  of  $190,000  in  gifts  on  Telethon  Sunday.  THANK  YOU  FOR 
YOUR  GIFT  ON  TELETHON  SUNDAY. 
DAY  OF  FRAYER  FOR  REWAL  AND  WDRlJDNfSSOsB  ANARCH 26, 2006 

PRA  YER  GOAL  MARCH 26, 2006:  All  churches  joining  together  in  united  prayer  during 
the  Morning  Worship  Hour  in  one  accord  for  revival.  LET  US  PRA  Y! 
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tlOME  Missions  £  Evangelism 


NORTH  CAROLINA  GROUP  ENTRENCHED 
IN  RELIEF  EFFORTS  IN  JONES  COUNTY 

by  Brian  Livingston 

This  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Laurel  Leader-Call.  Used  zuith  permission. 


The  man  and  woman  looked  at 
David  Hansley  dumbfounded.  They 
just  couldn't  believe  someone  from 
out-of-state,  who  didn't  know  them 
at  all  would  do  all  this  for  them  for 
free.  Asked  why  this  group  of  people 
would  do  this,  Hansley  simply  said, 
"because  of  Jesus  Christ." 

With  tears  streaming  down  their 
faces  and  armloads  of  much-needed 
hurricane  relief  supplies,  and  with 
promises  the  roof  on  their  rural  home 
would  be  repaired  quickly,  the  couple 
left.  Hansley  sat  back  in  his  chair  and 
reflected  on  what  just  happened.  It 
was  a  scene  that  has  been  replayed 
over  and  over  again  in  the  last  five 
weeks  since  Hurricane  Katrina 
roared  through  Jones  County. 

"We  came  to  Sandersville  because 
we  suspected  the  rural,  outlying  ar- 
eas of  the  county  would  be  forgot- 
ten," said  Hansley  as  he  filed  the 
couple's  paperwork.  "In  disasters 
such  as  this,  there  are  always  people 
who  slip  through  the  cracks.  People 
who  for  whatever  reason  aren't  able 
to  take  advantage  of  the  majority  of 
relief  supplies  coming  in.  We  wanted 
to  make  sure  no  one  was  left  behind." 

Hansley  is  the  executive  director 
of  disaster  relief  services  for  The  Har- 
vest Connection,  an  outreach  service 
of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  Ayden, 
NC.  The  Harvest  Connection  is  a  cer- 
tified disaster  relief  organization  rec- 
ognized by  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEM  A).  In  the 
past  couple  of  weeks,  the  group  has 
been  responsible  for  the  delivery  of 
two  18-wheeler  truck  loads  of  disas- 


ter relief  supplies  to  Waveland  and 
Poplarville.  Relief  workers  have  been 
in  the  Sandersville  area,  calling  the 
old  Sandersville  Elementary  School 
home,  for  about  five  weeks.  The  in- 
tention is  to  stay  as  long  as  they  are 
needed.  "Our  major  emphasis  is  on 
the  elderly  and  the  single  parents," 
said  Hansley. 

"We  are  busy  putting  on  tarps,  cut- 
ting up  trees,  distributing  food  and 
disaster  relief  kits.  The  community 
center  here  at  the  school  has  been  the 
perfect  place  for  our  operation,  and 
the  people  of  Sandersville  have  wel- 
comed us  with  open  arms." 

The  disaster  relief  services  pro- 
vided by  The  Harvest  Connection 
include  carpentry,  plumbing,  electri- 
cal and  mechanical  work,  cleaning, 
repairs  and  others  for  those  who  have 
experienced  a  disaster.  Katrina  cer- 
tainly qualified. 

But  The  Harvest  Connection  also 
serves  a  dual  purpose  as  it  provides 
the  opportunity  for  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  to  be  involved  in  a  compas- 
sion ministry,  sharing  Christian  expe- 
riences with  others.  In  doing  so, 
added  Hansley,  it  gives  the  relief 
workers  the  opportunity  to  present 
the  church  as  one  of  action. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  aspects 
of  The  Harvest  Connection  is  the 
equipment  its  workers  bring  to  disas- 
ters. Trailers  full  of  relief  kits  are 
transported  to  the  disaster  site,  along 
with  a  fully  functional  kitchen  on 
wheels  and  a  massive  trailer  with  all 
sorts  of  disaster  relief  equipment  such 
as  rakes,  generators,  chain  saws,  and 
gas.  Workers  are  self-sufficient  for  the 


most  part,  needing  only  a  place  to  lay 
their  head  at  night,  which 
Sandersville  provided. 

It  would  be  easy  for  them  to  sit  on 
their  laurels  and  wait  for  the  needy 
to  come  to  them.  But  Hansley  said 
that  isn't  their  way  at  all.  "We  go  out 
and  find  those  who  are  in  need,"  he 
said.  "We  are  a  proactive  group.  We 
don't  like  sitting  around." 

Keeping  scores  of  volunteer  work- 
ers fed  and  supplied  is  a  daunting 
task,  and  one  left  up  to  Roy 
Wetherington.  "It  takes  a  lot  of  coop- 
eration and  organization,"  he  said 
smiling. 

Brookie  Honeycutt,  principal  at 
Cleveland  Elementary  School  in 
Johnston  County,  NC,  took  a  week's 
vacation  in  order  to  travel  down  and 
assist  the  people  of  Sandersville  and 
the  surrounding  area  with  whatever 
needs  they  had.  She  got  to  see  the 
circle  that  was  created  when  first  her 
students  collected  supplies  for  her  to 
bring.  As  those  supplies  were  given 
out  to  the  disaster  victims,  she  said 
she  almost  felt  her  students  with  her. 

"They  were  so  excited  about  my 
coming  down  here  to  help,"  said 
Honeycutt.  "They  raised  thousands 
of  dollars  for  the  victims,  much  of  it 
to  be  used  for  classrooms  in  the 
schools  trying  to  get  back  on  their 
feet.  They  would  have  all  come  if  they 
could." 

Hansley  said  he  and  others  with 
The  Harvest  Connection  will  stay  as 
long  as  Sandersville  will  have  them. 
He  admitted  there  is  still  much  work 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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to  be  done.  "We  want  to  make  sure 
the  tarps  are  replaced  with  roofs 
again  so  the  people  won't  have  to 
deal  with  this  disaster.  That  should 
go  a  long  way  in  helping  them  to  con- 


tinue on  with  their  lives,"  he  said. 

And  if  a  little  gospel  needs  to 
spread  out  along  with  the  work,  then 
the  group  is  more  than  capable  of 
handling  that  as  well.  "After  all," 


Hansley  pointed  out,  "it  is  because 
of  Jesus  Christ  we  are  here  to  begin 
with.  We  will  spread  His  name  with 
every  shingle  we  nail  on  or  tree  we 
cut  up." 


(onvtrmori  news 


CONVENTION  UPDATE 


Let's  see,  flip  another  page  on  the 
calendar... oops,  there  are  no  more 
pages.  The  year  that  was,  is  no  more. 
Let's  take  a  quick  glance  back  at  2005 
and  the  events  that  affected  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists. 

•  The  office  of  Convention  Services 
(formerly  the  General  Administra- 
tor) re-opened. 

•  The  Task  Force  on  Continuing  Edu- 

cation for  Ministers  came  into  ex- 
istence. 

•  The  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  moved  its  annual 
meeting  to  May. 

•  The  Sunday  School  Ministry  cel- 
ebrated 65  years  of  continuous  ser- 
vice. 

•  The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home  celebrated  85 
years  of  quality  child  care. 

•  Foreign  Missions  opened  a  new 
field  in  Bangladesh. 

•  Retirement  Homes  added  three  new 

clients. 

•  Mount  Olive  College  began  con- 
struction on  three  new  educational 
facilities. 

•  Mount  Olive  College,  Washington, 
NC,  campus  was  established. 

•  Home  Missions  established  the 
first-ever  OFWB  Spanish  Mission. 

•  Hurricane  Katrina  slammed  into  the 

Gulf  Coast  sending  the  OFWB  Di- 
saster Relief  Ministry  into  its  larg- 
est ever  relief  and  recovery  mis- 
sion. 

•  Gasoline  reached  a  record  $3.50  per 

gallon. 

•  Cragmont  Assembly  broke  ground 
for  a  new  40-bed  lodge  to  be 
opened  in  May  2006. 


•  Convention  President  Fred  Baker 
suffered  a  major  heart  attack. 
<buddy@ofwbheadquarters.org> 

•  Several  long-time  Original  Free  Will 

ministers  arrived  in  Heaven. 

That's  just  some  of  what  took  place 
last  year.  We  have  somehow  learned 
to  take  the  bad  along  with  the  good 
as  we  stroll  through  this  thing  called 
life.  Buildings  go  up,  winds  blow 
them  down.  Sickness  comes—  some 
survive,  others  die.  For  many,  our  de- 
sire has  been  to  simply  "make  it 
through"  another  day,  week,  month 
or  year. 

But  that  was  then — and  this  is 
now!  2006  can  and  will  be  the  great- 
est year  in  the  history  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists.  All  it  takes  is  a  COM- 
MITMENT TO  EXCELLENCE  from 
every  pastor,  church,  and  layperson 
in  the  discharge  of  their  Christian 
duty.  We  at  the  office  of  Convention 
Services  are  here  to  assist  you  in  the 
performance  of  your  work  for  the 
Lord.  Whether  through  hands-on 
help,  information  sharing,  consulta- 
tion, or  prayer  for  your  success,  our 
office  stands  ready  with  a  network  of 
trained  volunteers  and  resources  that 
are  available  to  you. 

During  2006  the  Convention  Ser- 
vices office  will  continue  to  focus  on 
church  growth  through  evangelism. 
The  challenge  of  10%  growth  has  been 
accepted  by  a  good  number  of  our 
churches,  and  has  already  been 
reached  by  some  of  them.  We  will 
continue  to  encourage  others  to  join 
in  this  denominational-wide  effort. 
Other  areas  of  vital  importance  in- 
clude: 


•  The  completion  of  our  Original  Free 

Will  Baptist  Website. 

•  Continued  development  of  the 
Church  Ministry  Resource  Team. 

•  The  creation  of  a  Denominational 
Ministry  informational  video. 

•  An  expansion  of  our  e-mail  data- 
base to  include  as  many  churches, 
pastors,  and  laity  as  possible. 

•  Organizing  the  94th  Session  of  our 
Annual  Convention,  May  23-25. 

•  The  establishment  of  our  2006  Con- 

vention Theme:  "Enabled  by  the 
Spirit"  (Acts  1:8). 

•  A  Commitment  to  Excellence  from 

every  facet  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  work. 

We  sincerely  thank  you  for  your 
overwhelming  show  of  support  for 
the  Office  of  Convention  Services.  It 
is  our  desire  to  provide  you  with  the 
most  up-to-date  information  and  ser- 
vice possible.  We  would  also  welcome 
an  opportunity  to  visit  your  church 
to  share  more  details  on  the  work  of 
your  Convention.  Together,  let's  make 
2006  a  truly  great  year  for  God's 
people.  Let's  wake  up,  power  up, 
stand  up,  show  up,  reach  out,  and 
shake  our  world  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  through  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Serving  Him  by  serving  you, 
Buddy  Sasser 
Director  of  Convention  Services 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963 
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(In  an  effort  to  keep  our  churches  focused  on  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists'  annual  theme,  the  Office  of 
Convention  Services  is  offering  a  monthly  presentation 
outline  to  use  at  your  discretion.  No  credit  is  necessary  and 
you  may  add  to  this  outline  based  upon  your  needs.) 
>  . 


"BUILDING  ON  THIS 
ROCK— JESUS, 
THE  GREAT  SHEPHERD" 

Submitted  by  The  Reverend  Sam  Weeks 

Scripture  Reading:  John  10:1-18,  25-30 
Prayer 

Text:  Psalm  23:1 
Introduction 

When  we  think  of  Jesus  as  being  our  Great  Shepherd, 
our  minds  recall  two  Bible  chapters:  Psalm  23  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  John  10  of  the  New  Testament.  We  should 
remember  that  Christians  of  all  denominations  make  up 
the  sheepfold  and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Shepherd  of  the 
entire  flock.  He  is  the  "Great  Shepherd,"  the  one  we  all 
should  follow  and  pattern  our  lives  after.  We  have  pas- 
tors who  are  the  spiritual  leaders  of  our  local  churches, 
but  we  must  not  think  of  them  as  the  shepherd  of  the  flock, 
but  rather  the  under  shepherd  who  functions  under  the 
spiritual  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  one  who  came 
to  us  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  just  as  Jesus  Christ  the  Son 
of  God  promised.  Since  Jesus  Christ  is  our  Great  Shep- 
herd, let's  examine  some  of  the  things  He  does  for  us. 

I.  The  Great  Shepherd  is  the  only  source  of  Salvation: 

A.  He  gave  His  life  so  that  we  who  believe  in  Him  might 
have  eternal  life. 

B.  He  forgives  our  sin  of  unbelief  and  casts  them  in  the 
sea  of  forgetfulness. 

C.  His  shed  blood  cleanses  us  from  all  unrighteousness. 

II.  The  Great  shepherd  Leads  and  Feeds: 

A.  The  Shepherd  leads  and  His  sheep  follow: 

1.  Sheep  are  not  pushed  or  pulled,  they  follow  will- 
ingly. 

2.  They  know  His  voice. 

B.  They  are  fed  in  green  pastures  and  He  takes  them  to 
still  waters. 

1.  As  sheep,  we  need  to  be  fed  spiritually. 

2.  Living  water  is  drawn  from  the  well  of  Truth. 


III.  The  Great  Shepherd  Protects  and  Shelters: 

A.  Provides  tender  care. 

B.  Provides  refuge  and  shelter  (supplies  all  our  needs 
according  to  His  riches). 

C.  He  reveals  the  presence  of  thieves  and  robbers  to  us. 

D.  We  are  sheltered  and  feel  secure  in  His  loving  arms. 

IV.  The  Great  Shepherd  serves  as  our  Mediator: 

A.  He  ascended  into  Heaven  and  is  on  the  right  hand 
of  God  the  Father. 

B.  He  hears  our  prayers  and  pleads  our  case  with  God 
the  Father. 

C.  He  will  come  again  one  day  and  gather  His  sheep 
into  the  eternal  sheepfold. 

Conclusion 

Jesus  Christ,  the  Great  Shepherd  is  the  only  way  of 
salvation  and  entrance  into  Heaven.  All  believers,  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  make  up  His  sheepfold.  When 
He  speaks  to  us,  His  sheep,  we  know  His  voice  and  fol- 
low Him.  He  leads  us  down  the  paths  of  righteousness 
into  eternal  life  with  God.  He  will  never  forsake  us,  but 
He  gives  us  the  choice  to  forsake  Him.  God  helps  us  never 
to  stray  away  from  the  sheepfold  but  rather  hold  on  to 
our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  until  the  end. 


Happy  New  Year 

from  the  Management  and  Staff  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
and  Bible  Bookstores  of  Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern. 
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(HILDRtM  S  ttoric 


A  WINTER  WONDERLAND 


Mr.  Donald  Batchelor  proudly 
drove  us  through  the  streets  of 
Bailey  and  Zebulon  as  we  smiled 
and  waved  at  spectators  as  we 
slowly  passed  through  town.  The 
float  boasted  a  3rd  prize  ribbon  in 
the  Bailey  Christmas  parade. 

The  float  was  decorated  with  a 
winter  theme  highlighted  by 
snowmen.  A  large  snow  globe 
with  three  snowmen  was  the  fo- 
cal point  of  the  float.  On  each  side 
stood  the  American  flag  and  the 

Christian  flag.  A  park  bench  and  lamppost  were  used  to 
create  a  park  atmosphere.  The  float  was  adorned  with 
various  snowmen  and  candy  canes.  Residents,  staff,  their 
children,  and  family  members  were  seated  along  the  float, 
wishing  everyone  a  Merry  Christmas.  We  prepared  by 
placing  signs  on  the  truck  promoting  the  Children's  Home 
and  commemorating  our  85th  anniversary.  The  Forget 
Me  Not  Campaign  banner  was  suspended  on  the  back. 

The  float  was  designed  and  prepared  by  Gary  Lee, 
Cynthia  Batten,  Donald  Batchelor,  and  Jean  Lamm.  This 
was  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  us  to  take  part  in  two 
local  community  events  sponsored  by  area  Chambers  of 
Commerce. 


CAMPUS  THANKSGIVING 

On  November  21,  residents  and  staff  gathered  in  Heritage  Hall  to  celebrate  Thanksgiving.  After  a  welcome  by  Ellen 
Bayne,  Director  of  Children's  Services,  Pastor  Lester  Duncan  gave  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  and  we  shared  our  Thanks- 
giving Meal. 

Our  menu  for  the  evening  was  traditional  turkey,  dressing,  ham,  and  all  of  the  trimmings,  topped  off  with  a  big 
family  to  share  it  with. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  is  blessed  to  be  able  to  share  with  children  who  are  in  need.  We  extend  our 
sincere  thanks  to  all  who  have  helped  us  keep  this  ministry  a  reality  for  more  than  85  years. 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

The  staff  and  children  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
wish  each  of  you  a  happy  and  healthy  New  Year! 

Thanks  for  all  you  have  done  for  the  Home  as  we  continue  to  care  for  His  children. 
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A  SPECIAL  HANGING  OF  THE  GREENS 


On  November  29, 2005,  the  staff  and  children  assembled 
in  Memorial  Chapel  to  welcome  the  season  of  Advent.  This 
event  officially  begins  the  Christmas  season  of  activities 
for  us.  We  were  very  proud  of  our  children  and  employ- 
ees this  year  for  coming  together  to  prepare  for  this 
service. 

The  service  was  presented  through  the  Scriptures  and 
included  many  songs,  responsive  reading,  and  congrega- 
tional participation.  Our  sanctuary  is  especially  beautiful 
when  decorated  for  Christmas.  The  twenty  poinsettias 
were  donated  by  employees  of  the  Home  in  memory  or  in 
honor  of  special  people. 

Many  of  the  children  volunteered  by  singing  and  read- 
ing during  the  service.  Other  children  helped  by  bringing 
the  wreaths,  garland,  nativity,  and  poinsettias  into  the  sanc- 
tuary. We  had  three  solos  performed  by  employees  Cyndi 
Broadwater,  Tonya  Barnes,  and  Cynthia  Batten.  Judy 
Hinton,  member  of  New  Sandy  Hill  OFWB  Church,  Bailey  volunteered  as  our 
pianist.  The  program  helped  our  children  understand  and  learn  the  true  mean- 
ing of  Christmas.  Following  the  service  we  went  over  to  Heritage  Hall  for  a 
reception  of  refreshments  and  a  time  of  fellowship. 


The  Poinsettias 


Memorials 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 

W.  Christian  (Parents) 

Cindy  Stewart 

Eleanor  A.  George 

Anthony  and  Sarah  George 

Troy  and  Exie  Hall 

Tara  Kelly 

Scott  McKeefe 

Marilyn  McKeefe 

Nina  Narron 
(Mother-in-Law) 

Kaye  Narron 

Jon  C.  Ormsby 

Candy  Boisvert 

Grady  Pierce 
(Father) 

Kaye  Narron 


Walter  and  Pattie  Powell 

Joan  Davis 

Raymond  and  Kathleen  Sams 

Cyndi  Broadwater 

Harvey  and  Estelle  Whitley 
(Parents) 

Brenda  Vanderpool 

Honoraries 
Children's  Home 
Residents 

Bobby  Taylor 

Children's  Home  Staff 

Gary  Lee 

The  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Lester  Duncan 

Bobby  Taylor 

Lillie  Freeman 

Lonnie  and  Gladys  Perry 


Greg  and  Dawn  Perry 

Lester  and  Nancy  Duncan 

Bobby  Taylor 

Don  and  Joyce  Batchelor 
Lester  and  Nancy  Duncan 

Howard  and  Gerry  Whitley 
Brenda  Vanderpool 
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CHILDREN  MAKE  VISIT  TO  STONEY  CREEK  CHURCH 


On  November  19,  the  residents  filled  the  agency  vans, 
along  with  staff,  as  we  made  our  way  to  Stoney  Creek 
FWB  Church.  For  the  past  several  years,  one  of  the  high- 
lights of  the  Christmas  Season  is  our  trip  to  Stoney  Creek 
for  our  first  Christmas  party  of  the  year.  The  residents 
were  excited  about  the  opportunity  to  play  games  in  the 
"Big  House,"  a  game  room  with  a  ping  pong  table,  pool 
table,  video  games,  and  big  comfortable  couches.  Upon 
our  arrival,  members  of  the  church  welcomed  us  with  a 
bright  and  cheery  Merry  Christmas,  as  they  escorted  us 
inside  for  a  meal  fit  for  kings — including  two  tables  full 
of  every  dessert  imaginable.  After  the  meal,  entertain- 
ment, and  some  time  in  the  "Big  House"  playing,  all  of 
the  residents  were  given  Christmas  gifts. 


CASEY'S  CHAPEL  CHURCH  VISITS  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


Members  of  the  Junior  Sunday  School  Class  at  Casey's 
Chapel  Church,  Goldsboro,  came  to  visit  the  Home  on 
December  3,  2005  to  drop  off  some  gifts,  and  to  take  a 
campus  tour. 


"Verily  I  bay  unto-yow, 
InxwvwLch/  a&ye/  Have/  done/  it 
ur&o-one/oftfoe/lex^oftfoe^ 
my  hrethervv,  ye/  have/  done/  it 
linto-me/"  (MoUtheM)  25 'AO). 
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Sunday  School  Hihistry 


"WHEN  THE  GLASS  SLIPPER  DOESN'T  FIT" 
A  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  for  the  Minister's  Wife 
JANUARY  26-29,  2006 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  NC 
Sponsored,  loy  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 

As  the  wife  of  a  minister,  have  you  ever  heard  anyone  say  that  you  certainly  are  not  "the  typical  minister's  wife"? 

When  you  hear  this  do  you  understand  what  they  are  saying?  Probably  not.  Had  you  ever  thought  that  this  might  be 
a  compliment  to  you  as  a  woman?  Just  what  is  a  minister's  wife  supposed  to  look  like,  think  like,  and  be  like?  When 
you  married  your  husband,  he  may  or  may  not  have  been  called  at  the  time  to  be  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  At  any  rate, 
you  probably  did  not  fully  understand  your  role  in  his  life  when  that  decision  was  made.  Every  young  woman  is 
idealistic  as  she  enters  a  new  life  with  a  mate,  to  begin  a  family  and  build  a  life  together.  For  the  minister's  wife  this  can 
present  a  different  set  of  frustrations,  anxiety,  guilt,  and  possibly  anger.  A  minister's  life  can  and  often  is  filled  with 
times  of  depression,  financial  loss,  moves  across  the  country,  resignations,  and  even  joy.  Any  of  these  circumstances 
can  and  will  affect  the  minister's  family  and  very  often  the  wife  is  faced  with  keeping  the  home  together  during  these 
times.  From  time  to  time  you  need  to  "steal  away"  and  recoup  and  regroup. 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  and  realizing  that  many  congregations  view  the  minister's  wife  as  something  akin  to  a 
"superwoman"  who  can  do  everything,  including  teaching  Sunday  School  classes,  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Ministry  is  sponsoring  a  spiritual  life  retreat  for  the  minister's  wife.  The  retreat  is  scheduled  for  the 
weekend  of  January  26-29,  2006,  at  Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  NC.  The  cost  will  be  $100  inclusive.  We  are 
asking  that  you  arrive  on  Thursday,  January  26,  and  return  home  on  Sunday,  January  29.  During  this  time  a  special 
program  centered  around  the  book,  The  Worn  Out  Woman  (Witen  Your  Life  Is  Full  and  Your  Spirit  Is  Empty)  by  Dr. 
Steve  Stephens  and  Alice  Gray,  has  been  planned  to  provide  the  minister's  wife  with  an  opportunity  to  renew  her  joy 
in  the  Lord  as  she  reexamines  her  many  lives. 

TO  REGISTER,  COMPLETE  THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  AND  RETURN  IT  TO: 

OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry.  The  registration  should  be  postmarked  by  January  21, 
2006.  We  would  encourage  each  church  to  send  the  minister's  wife  to  this  Retreat  by  paying  the  cost  for  the  weekend. 
If  there  is  a  minister's  window  in  your  church,  you  might  consider  sending  her.  JOIN  THE  "CINDERELLA  SISTERS" 
SUPPORT  GROUP! 


MINISTERS'  WIVES'  RETREAT 


NAME  

ADDRESS  -  

CITY   STATE   ZIP 


TELEPHONE  

E-MAIL   

ANY  SPECIAL  DIET  NEEDS  YOU  MIGHT  HAVE 
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Sunday  School 
Awards  Program 


+  Teacher  of  the  Year 
+  Superintendent  of  the  Year 

Nomination  Forms  are  available  from 

the  Sunday  School  Ministry  office. 
Nominations  must  be  postmarked  by 
January  31,  2006  to  be  considered. 
Call  (252)  746-4963  and  ask  for  Mary  Dudley. 


Let's  ask  our 
church  to  get 

involved! 
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(RflcrioriT  Assembly 


December  1-4, 2005,  60  people  attended  "A  Cragmont  Christmas"  at  Cragmont.  The  group  left  eastern  North 
Carolina  on  Thursday  and  spent  the  weekend  touring  many  local  places  and  events,  then  returned  home  on 
Sunday. 


On  Saturday,  November  26, 
2005,  the  Cragmont  Board  of  Di- 
rectors broke  ground  for  a  new 
building  which  will  allow  for  forty 
more  beds  and  a  classroom.  This 
is  the  first  new  building  to  be  con- 
structed under  the  "New 
Heights"  project. 
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floum  Olive  (ollece 


THE  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
FOUNDERS  LEADERSHIP  AWARD 

by  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President  Emeritus 


Mount  Olive  College  was  founded  for  a  purpose,  and  the 
fulfillment  of  that  purpose  is  its  mission.  The  vision  of  the 
founders  was  an  institution  of  higher  education  where  the 
Christian  faith  would  be  the  center  of  gravity  for  academic 
affairs,  student  development,  and  institutional  policies. 

Consistent  with  the  faith  and  heritage  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  the  founders  laid  the  foundation  to  make  the  Col- 
lege "a  citadel  for  liberal  arts  education  in  keeping  with  the 
highest  Christian  and  academic  standards."  Their  objective 
was  to  provide  the  kind  and  quality  of  education  that  would 
prepare  students  for  successful  work  in  their  chosen  voca- 
tions. A  special  concern  of  the  founders  was  the  education 
of  ministers  for  effective  leadership  in  helping  the  FWB 
Church  fulfill  its  God-given  mission. 

At  the  Founders  Day  celebration  held  each  year  in  late 
November,  my  wife  and  I  have  for  many  years  sponsored  a 
"Founders  Leadership  Award"  to  help  perpetuate  the  heri- 
tage and  mission  of  the  College.  The  award  is  a  $500  schol- 
arship given  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  those  who  with 
vision  and  leadership  initiated  the  founding  of  the  College 
in  1951,  and  those  who  in  subsequent  years  have  provided 
extraordinary  leadership  through  dedicated  services  and 
support  for  the  advancement  of  the  College. 

Mrs.  Jean  Fillingame  Ackiss 

The  Award  for  2005-2006  was  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Jean  F. 
Ackiss  in  recognition  of  "her  personification  of  the  mission 
of  Mount  Olive  College  as  envisioned  by  its  founders;  for 
the  strength  of  her  Christian  faith  that  inspires  all  who  are 
touched  by  her  life  and  her  work;  and  for  forty  years  of  dedi- 
cated services  and  effective  leadership  in  the  support  and 
advancement  of  Christian  higher  education  through  the  work 
of  Mount  Olive  College." 

A  native  of  Vanceboro,  NC,  Mrs.  Ackiss  was  the  first  in 
her  family  of  six  siblings  to  attend  college.  Attending  Mount 
Olive  during  the  1959-1960  academic  year,  she  earned  a  cer- 
tificate in  business.  In  1965,  she  returned  to  the  College  as 
secretary  to  the  office  of  the  president,  but  through  the  years 
her  work  has  significantly  expanded.  In  1968,  she  became 
assistant  secretary  for  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  has  worked 
closely  with  the  board  since.  In  1978,  she  began  assisting  me 
with  coordinating  the  annual  church  dinners  for  the  College 
and  in  1985,  she  was  named  director  of  church  support,  in- 
cluding full  responsibility  for  the  dinners — the  largest 


Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Mrs.  jean  F.  Ackiss,  Samantha  Benson, 
and  Mrs.  Rose  M.  Raper. 

annual  gift  support  program  at  the  College  which  generates 
gifts  in  excess  of  $500,000  annually. 

Far  beyond  her  fund-raising  services,  however,  she  is  an 
ambassador  par  excellence  in  building  and  maintaining  a 
bonding  relationship  between  the  College  and  the  FWB 
Church.  From  a  personal  point  of  view,  I  regard  the  hiring  of 
Mrs.  Ackiss  as  one  of  the  best  decisions  I  made  during  my 
forty  years  as  president. 

We  also  commend  her  husband,  Bobby,  for  his  full  sup- 
port of  her  work  and  for  accompanying  Mrs.  Ackiss  in  much 
of  her  traveling,  especially  the  many  trips  related  to  the  an- 
nual church  dinners. 

Miss  Samantha  Benson 

The  Founders  Leadership  Scholarship  was  awarded  to 
Samantha  Benson  of  Newport,  NC.  A  senior  English  educa- 
tion major,  she  is  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Pamela 
Garner  Benson  and  the  granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Frances  Garner.  Mr.  Garner  is  an  ordained  FWB  minister  and 
an  alumnus  of  Mount  Olive  College. 

At  Mount  Olive  College,  Benson  is  a  member  of  the  Stu- 
dent Government  Association,  Free  Spirit,  and  the  Concert 
Choir.  She  was  the  2004  Pickle  Classic  Queen  and  the  past 
president  of  the  Prospective  Teacher's  Association.  Benson 


(Continued  on  next  page) 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    27  January  2006 


also  served  as  resident  advisor  for  two  years  and  attended 
the  LEAD  Conference  (statewide  leadership  conference)  for 
two  years.  She  attends  Silver  Creek  Church. 

Some  of  the  comments  made  about  Benson  by  her  nomi- 
nators included,  "Samantha  is  a  person  of  high  character  and 
disciplines  herself  to  do  her  very  best  in  whatever  she  does. 


She  had  demonstrated  her  qualities  of  leadership  many  times 
at  MOC  through  her  various  roles  in  SGA  and  other  organi- 
zations. Her  Christian  faith  is  shown  in  the  way  she  con- 
ducts herself  daily.  Samantha  truly  exemplifies  the  qualities 
listed  for  the  Founders  Leadership  Award." 


GLENN  NAMED  HONORARY 
ALUMNUS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

The  Rev.  Earl  Glenn  was  named  an  Honorary  Alumnus  at  Mount  Olive  College  during  the  institution's  homecoming 
weekend  festivities.  The  award  is  presented  to  individuals  who  demonstrate  dedication,  commitment,  support,  and  out- 
standing service  to  Mount  Olive  College. 

Glenn  was  a  member  of  the  College's  first  Board  of  Trust- 
ees, elected  in  1953,  and  served  as  chair  of  the  committee  which 
prepared  the  liberal  arts  curriculum  for  the  first  collegiate  level 
courses  beginning  in  1954.  He  also  helped  write  the  first  col- 
lege catalogue.  Throughout  the  history  of  MOC,  Glenn  has 
continued  to  be  a  strong  advocate  and  supporter  of  the  Col- 
lege and  higher  education. 

Glenn,  born  in  Durham,  NC,  attended  the  FWB  Bible  Col- 
lege in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  received  his  AB  Degree  from 
Duke  University.  He  has  served  as  pastor  of  FWB  churches  in 
eastern  North  Carolina  for  more  than  50  years.  In  addition  to 
his  pastoral  duties,  he  has  been  very  active  in  the  denomination, 
serving  as  president  of  the  State  Sunday  School  Convention, 
League  Convention,  vice  president  of  the  State  Convention  and 
member  of  the  Foreign  Mission,  Minister's  Retirement  and  Pub- 
lications Boards.    The  Rev.  Earl  Glenn  and  Genevieve  McLamb  Taylor. 

Glenn  is  mamed  to  Mane  Gilbert.  They  have  three  daughters,  y 
Linda,  Holly  and  Jan,  three  grandsons,  and  one  great-grandson. 

Two  of  their  daughters,  Linda  and  Jan,  are  graduates  of  Mount  Olive  College  and  Mrs.  Glenn  has  served  as  registrar  of  the 
College  for  nine  years.  In  appreciation  of  their  life-long  services,  the  Glenns  were  awarded  the  2001  Founders  Leadership 
Award. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE'S  23rd  ANNUAL 
BASKETBALL  CHURCH  NIGHT 
Saturday,  January  28,  2006 

Special  recognition  to  the  church 
with  the  largest  attendance! 
Drawing  for  Door  Prizes! 
Half-time  activities  for  all  ages! 

Mount  Olive  Women  vs.  Limestone  College, 
5  p.m. — Kornegay  Arena 
Mount  Olive  Men  vs.  Limestone  College, 
7  p.m. — Kornegay  Arena 

Special  Tickets:  $1 
To  reserve  your  tickets,  call  Tim  Woodard 
in  the  Admissions  office  today! 
(919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854 


CONSTRUCTION 
ON  SCHEDULE 


Construction  is  on  schedule  for  the  three  new  buildings  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Shoivn  above  is  the  communications  center  to  be 
completed  by  July  2006. 
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ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


EMPLOYEES  HONORED  FOR  YEARS  OF  SERVICE  TO  MOC 


Each  year  the  College  celebrates  its  birthday  during 
November,  which  is  the  month  it  was  chartered  in  1951. 
On  November  22,  2005,  Mount  Olive  College  celebrated 
fifty-four  years  of  Christian  higher  education.  It  is  a 
Founders  Day  tradition  to  recognize  employees  for  their 
years  of  service  to  the  College.  After  five  years  of  service, 
employees  are  initially  recognized  and  thereafter  for  each 
successive  five  years. 

PERSONS  WHO  WERE  RECOGNIZED  WERE: 

Five  Years  of  Service  (2000-2005) 

Carol  G.  Carrere  Jefferson  D.  Daughtry 

Terri  L.  Grice  Ursa  B.  Johnson 

Wendy  M.  Lee  Maria  D.  Ortiz 

Ten  Years  of  Service  (1995-2005) 

David  L.  Bourgeois  Henry  J.  Day  II 

Tyanna  Yonkers  Day  Cheryl  H.  Hooks 

Janice  M.  Meyers  Perry  L.  Turnage 

Ella  L.  Vann  Carolyn  M.  West 

Nancy  J.  Westfall 

Fifteen  Years  of  Service  (1990-2005) 

Kay  S.  Fail  Leland  E.  Howell 

Mary  S.  Outlaw  Judy  C.  Tyndall 

Thirty-Five  Years  of  Service  (1970-2005) 

Kenneth  W.  Dilda  Pamela  R.  Wood 

Forty  Years  of  Service  (1965-2005) 

Jean  F.  Ackiss 


First  Row  (L-R):  Ken  Dilda,  Judy  Tyndall,  Tern  Grice,  Ursa 
Johnson,  Nancy  Westfall,  Pam  Wood,  and  Jean  Ackiss.  Second  Row 
(L-R):  Tyanna  Yonkers  Day,  Henry  Day,  Cheryl  Hooks,  Janice 
Meyers,  Perry  Turnage,  and  Wendy  Lee.  Third  Roio  (L-R):  Kay 
Fail,  Leland  Howell,  Jeff  Daughtry  and  Carol  Camere. 


Congratulations  to  these 
MOC  Employees  for 
their  many  years  of 


service! 


! 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    29  January  2006 


COMING  EVENTS 
VISITATION  DAY 


Monday,  January  16,  2006  •  Mount  Olive  College  •  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  •  Contact:  <tlocklear@moc.edu> 


Mount  Olive  College  will  host  a  Visitation  Day  on 
Monday,  January  16,  2005.  Starting  at  9  a.m.  high  school 
students  and  parents  will  have  the  opportunity  to  tour 
the  campus,  meet  professors  and  students,  attend  admis- 
sions and  financial  aid  workshops,  audition  for  music  and 
art  scholarships,  and  get  information  about  NCAA  Divi- 
sion II  athletics  eligibility.  Bring  your  completed  applica- 
tion and  we'll  waive  the  $20  application  fee.  The  formal 
activities  of  the  day  will  end  after  lunch  unless  the  stu- 
dents are  auditioning  or  meeting  with  coaches.  Please  feel 
free  to  contact  Trista  Locklear,  Admissions  Counselor,  at 
(919)  658-7492  or  (800)  653-0854  or  <tlocklear@moc.edu> 
with  any  questions  or  to  register  for  the  event. 


FWB  high  school  students  who  attended  Visitation  Day  at  MOC 
on  November  11,  2005. 


(AMP  VflriD£MERE 


NEW  CHALLENGES  AHEAD 

O  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth  (Psalm  43:3). 


As  a  new  year 
begins,  the  Camp 
Vandemere  Board  of 
Directors  and  Camp 
Manager  look  toward 
Psalm  43:3  and  realize 
the  challenge  before 
us  is  stated  there  to 
seek  out  many  who 
do  not  know  our 
Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 


During  the  past  year, 
many  positive  things  have  occurred  at  the  camp  in  help- 
ing to  become  a  stronger  influence  in  spreading  God's 
Word  to  His  people  through  rest  and  relaxation,  as  well 
as  the  many  camping  weeks  that  took  place  during  the 
summer  months.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  allowing  the  op- 
portunity to  minister  through  the  facilities  and  personnel 
connected  with  Camp  Vandemere. 

Many  goals  have  been  set  forth  by  the  board  during 
2005  that  will  materialize  with  prayer  and  steadfast  de- 
termination for  completion  in  2006.  Turning  toward  God 
for  guidance  has  given  the  board  and  manager  insight 
and  focus  to  work  diligently  on  two  main  projects  during 
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the  current  year:  Retirement  of  existing  debt  resulting 
from  hurricane  damage  and  the  renovation  of  the  screened 
building  to  provide  a  multi-purpose  chapel  for  worship 
and  praise. 

Retirement  of  Existing  Debt 

Approximately  $50,000  remains  on  loans  secured  to  re- 
pair damage  resulting  from  Hurricanes  Dennis  and  Floyd. 
Over  the  past  year,  efforts  on  the  board's  behalf  have  re- 
sulted in  additional  payments  of  $20,000  being  applied  to 
the  loans.  An  end  of  year  fund  raiser  was  approved  by 
creating  the  first  Camp  Vandemere  Cookbook  with  reci- 
pes from  OFWB  women  and  men  going  on  sale.  Proceeds 
from  the  sales  will  go  totally  toward  the  debt.  Any  mon- 
ies that  you  would  like  to  send  to  the  Camp  toward  this 
effort  need  to  be  earmarked  "debt  retirement"  and  sent 
to  the  camp  treasurer. 

Proposed  Chapel  Building 

The  outside  screened  building  is  approximately  30  feet 
wide  by  50  feet  deep.  With  the  proposed  plans,  the  area 
of  the  building  will  remain  the  same,  but  the  walls  will  be 
closed  in  for  year  round  use.  An  entrance  and  exit  door 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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will  be  installed  along  with  four  windows  on  each  side  of 
the  building  to  help  with  lighting.  With  a  cathedral  ceil- 
ing, fluorescent  lighting  will  be  used  along  with  overhead 
heating  and  air  conditioning.  There  will  be  a  stage  area 
at  the  rear  of  the  building  that  will  be  16  feet  wide  by  8 
feet  deep.  This  stage  will  be  retractable  for  total  use  of 
floor  space,  if  needed.  Folding  chairs  will  be  utilized  in- 
side the  building  to  accommodate  between  100  to  120 
people.  Estimated  cost  of  the  completion  of  this  renova- 
tion project  is  between  $22,000  and  $25,000.  If  you  would 
like  to  contribute  to  this  project  in  honor  of  or  in  memory 
of  someone,  please  send  donations  to  the  camp  treasurer 
earmarked  "chapel  project."  Below  is  a  sketch  of  the  pro- 
posed structure. 

Kitchen  Items  Needed 

To  help  better  serve  the  needs  of  our  campers  and  visi- 
tors, here  are  some  items  that  need  to  be  secured  for  our 
kitchen  area: 

(2)  Jumbo  Industrial  Pots  and  Lids — $65  each 
(2)  Large  Industrial  Pots  and  Lids — $50  each 
(2)  Medium  Industrial  Pots  and  Lids — $40  each 
(16)  Metal  Square  Deep  Pans  with  Lids — $10  each 
(6)  1  Quart  Plastic  Containers — $  2.50  each 


(6)  5  Quart  Plastic  Containers — $4  each 
(2)  10  Quart  Plastic  Containers — $6  each 
(4)  9  Gallon  Plastic  Containers — $13  each 
(150)  Plastic  Trays  (similar  to  ones  at  fast  food  diners) — 
60  cents  each 

(1)  Food  Cart  to  move  items  from  kitchen  to  dining  area — 
$150 

If  anyone  would  like  to  help  in  the  purchase  of  these 
items,  please  send  donation  to  the  camp  treasurer  and 
earmark  funds  "kitchen  items."  Your  help  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

The  board  would  like  to  take  this  time  to  thank  each 
one  of  you  for  your  support  and  prayers  toward  the  op- 
eration of  our  camp  to  reach  out  to  the  lost  and  to  offer  a 
place  to  come  for  a  spiritual  time  of  rest  and  relaxation. 

Please  contact  the  Camp  Manager,  Mr.  Wesley  Taylor, 
by  phone  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222  for  any  in- 
formation needed  concerning  the  camp. 

Please  contact  the  Camp  Treasurer,  Mr.  Damon 
Kennedy,  by  phone  at  (919)  658-3253  or  (910)  296-7100  with 
any  questions  concerning  donations  or  ongoing  projects. 
His  mailing  address  is  2079  Tram  Road,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
28365. 


Front 


Side 


Rear 


11/29/2005 


Camp  Vandemere  Proposed  Chapel  Building 
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WoMfln's  Auxiliary 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
MORNING  STAR  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 
April  21-23,  2006  •  Speaker:  Dianna  Bass 

Name  

Address  

Phone   Church  

Emergency  Contact  Person  and  Phone  Number  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check  here:  

You  do  not  have  to  be  an  Auxiliary  member  or  even  a  church  member  to  attend  the  conference. 
Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball  •  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road  •  Grifton,  NC  28530 
A  balance  of  $55  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
DAY  SPRING  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 
June  5-10,  2006  •  Speaker:  Mary  Dudley 

Name  

Address  

Phone  Church  

Emergency  Contact  Person  and  Phone  Number  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check  here:  

You  do  not  have  to  be  an  Auxiliary  member  or  even  a  church  member  to  attend  the  conference. 
Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball  •  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road  •  Grifton,  NC  28530 
A  balance  of  $95  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
AUGUST  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 
July  31-August  5,  2006  •  Speaker:  TBA 

Name  

Address  

Phone   Church  

Emergency  Contact  Person  and  Phone  Number  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check  here:  

You  do  not  have  to  be  an  Auxiliary  member  or  even  a  church  member  to  attend  the  conference. 
Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball  •  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road  •  Grifton,  NC  28530 
A  balance  of  $150  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 

An  afternoon  trip  to  the  outdoor  drama  "Horn  in  the  West"  is  planned  with  an  approximate  total  cost  of  $70. 
Please  check  here  if  you  plan  to  attend  "Horn  int  he  West"  and  include  a  $30  non-refundable  deposit  for  your  trip  reservation. 

There  will  be  two  afternoon  trips  into  Asheville  at  $10  each.  (No  deposit  required). 
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YOUTH  MATERIALS 

Submitted  by  Carolyn  Jernigan,  Literature  Committee 


The  following  materials  have  been  previewed  by  the  Literature  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  and  are  avail- 
able to  use  for  the  youth  groups  in  our  denomination. 


Heart  Shaper  Children's  Curriculum 
published  by  Standard  Publishing  Company 
Toddlers  &2's 
Preschool  &  PreK  &  K 
Early  Elementary 
Middle  Elementary 
PreTeen 

Each  level  has  a  Teacher's  Convenience  Kit  for  winter, 
spring,  and  summer.  Lessons  for  each  week  include  basic 
Bible  stories,  age  appropriate  trip  through  the  Bible. 


Route  52  Bible  Journey — just  for  Kids! 
by  Standard  Publishing  Company 
A  full  year  of  elective  Bible  studies  with  elective  cur- 
riculum with  all  the  necessary  reproducible  patterns, 
handouts,  and  activity  materials  within  one  book. 
Discover  Gods'  Love — ages  3—4 
Explore  Bible  People — ages  4—6 
Follow  the  Bible — ages  6-8 
Follow  Jesus  — ages  6-8 
Grow  Through  The  Bible — ages  8-12 
Grow  Up  With  Christ — ages  8-12 

Living  for  Him  24/7 — ages  7—11: 
Consists  of  four  13  week  studies  of  foundational  topics  to 
help  elementary  children  build  and  sustain  a  loving,  thriv- 
ing relationship  with  the  Lord. 

Living  for  Him  24/7 — ages  6-10  Power  builders: 
13  week  topical  studies  for  kids  in  grades  1-4  with  these 
unique  features:  Mighty  Memory  Verse,  Whiz  Kid  Pages, 
Teacher  Feature,  Powerful  Promise  and  Power  Pages. 


Magnify  by  Nelson  Publishers 
A  Bible  magazine  called  Biblezine  for  applying  what  God's 
Word  is  all  about.  Revolve  is  the  teen  girl's  title;  Refuel  is 
the  teen  boy's  title.  It  is  full  of  quizzes,  interactive  games 
and  interesting  articles.  May  order  one  or  more. 

Magnify  the  Old  Testament — same  format  as  above. 

God,  I  Need  to  Talk  to  You  About. ..Series 
by  Concordia  Publishing  House 
Ages  4  and  up — behavioral  encounters  in  daily  life  and 
then  pray  about  each  of  them. 

Arch  books  for  all  ages  such  as  Bible  beginnings,  Old  Tes- 
tament, Christmas,  New  Testament,  Stories  about  Jesus, 
Parables  and  Lessons  of  Jesus,  Miracles  of  Jesus  Per- 
formed, Easter,  and  others. 

48  Page  Coloring  &  Activity  Books  by  Warner  Press 
Old  Testament,  New  Testament,  Old  Testament  puzzles,  New 
Testament  puzzles,  Itty-bitty  Bible  Activity  books  for  younger 
kids. 

Instant  Bible  Lessons  by  Rainbow  Publishers 
Titles  are  Talking  to  God,  Bible  truths,  Virtues  and  Values, 
God's  Angels  ages  5-10 

More  Instant  Bible  lessons.  Titles  are  Jesus'  Disciples,  Wis- 
dom from  God's  Word,  Walking  with  Jesus. 
Favorite  Bible  Stories  with  activities — ages  2-3;  4-5;  grades 
1-2;  grades  3-4. 

Favorite  Bible  Children  and  Bible  stories  about  Jesus  (Same  ages 
as  above). 

Nursery  Resources:  Baby  Faith  by  Integrity  Publishers 
Book  and  video  about  God's  love  that  help  lay  a  solid 
foundation  of  faith.  Titles  are  God  Made  Me;  The  Story  of 
David;  God  Made  the  Animals;  The  Story  of  Joseph. 


To  place  your  order  or  for  more  information  contact: 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(800)  849-3927 
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Youth  (onvEMTion 


CAPE  FEAR  ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  COMPETITION 

by  Rita  Jones 

Powhatan  hosted  the  Cape  Fear  Arts  and 
Craft  competitions  on  the  morning  of  Satur- 
day, November  5,  and  the  monthly  youth 
rally  that  evening.  Over  50  entries  were 
brought  to  the  church,  and  two  ties  made  23 
first  place  winners  that  will  be  displayed  at 
next  May's  annual  convention  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive College.  Seven  churches  were  repre- 
sented in  the  competition — Bethel,  Oak 
Grove,  Powhatan,  Robert's  Grove,  Shady 
Grove,  Smyrna,  and  St.  Mary's  Grove,  and 
each  had  at  least  one  first-place  winner. 
Congratulations  to  all  participants  for  the 
evidence  of  their  hard  work,  and  thank  you 
to  the  judges  who  spent  their  morning  re- 
viewing and  scoring  the  entries. 


People  m  [verts 


"THANK  YOU"  AND  UPDATE  FROM  FRED  BAKER 


Dear  Brethren, 

You  are  so  special  to  me.  In  my  hour  of  deepest  need,  you  responded  with  tremendous  amounts  of  prayer.  I  am 
excited  to  tell  you  that  God  has  graciously  and  mercifully  heard  your  prayers  and  has  answered  them.  God  is  so  good. 
I  had  four  stents  installed  (three  in  one  artery)  and  everything  is  flowing  great.  I  did  have  one  heart  attack  with  major 
heart  damage. 

I  am  home  resting  now  and  feeling  well.  My  heart  is  mending  and  my  strength  is  slowy  retuning.  I  will  be  out  of 
comission  the  rest  of  December.  I  plan  to  be  back  in  the  pulpit  the  first  of  January. 

I  would  like  to  personally  hug  and  thank  everyone  who  has  prayed  for  me  and  Linda  and  who  sent  so  many  beautiful 
encouraging  cards.  Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  do  that  personally  because  of  the  vast  number  of  people  who  were 
praying  from  around  the  world  from  several  denominations.  So  as  you  read  this,  please,  take  it  personally  from  our 
hearts  to  yours.  "THANK  YOU"  for  standing  with  us  in  this  situation.  I  am  alive  today  because  you  prayed  and  God 
heard  your  prayers  and  honored  them.  Truly  God's  Word  is  true.  I  am  reminded  of  James  5:16:  "Confess  your  faults  one 
to  another,  and  pray  one  for  another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth 
much." 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  us.  Pray  that  my  heart  will  continue  to  be  healed.  It  is  very  difficult  to  do  nothing  and 
totally  rest.  Pray  that  God  will  give  me  a  quiet  spirit  to  do  that.  Pray  for  Linda  as  she  seeks  to  enforce  that  for  my  good. 
God  bless  and  keep  you. 

With  a  Grateful  Heart, 
Fred  Baker 


Some  of  the  arts  and  crafts  entered.  The  Cross  with  Mary  at  the  feet  of  Jesus 
received  1st  place  in  the  AFC-Other  category. 
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DEEP  RUN  CHURCH  HONORED 

by  Jo  Ellen  Sloan 

The  Lenoir  County  Relay  for  Life  2005  Awards  Banquet  and  the  Kick-Off  Ban- 
quet for  2006  were  combined  this  year,  and  recently  held  at  Vermil lions  in  Kinston. 
The  Deep  Run  Church  won  the  award  for  the  team  that  raised  the  most  money  for 
the  third  year  in  a  row.  Bill  Gray,  team  member,  and  cancer  survivor,  won  the 
award  for  the  individual  who  raised  the  most  money  for  the  third  year  in  a  row. 
The  church  raised  the  money  by  selling  purple  ribbons,  quilt  tickets,  and  Bar-B- 
Que  and  Chicken  plates.  The  church  is  also  known  for  its  two  purple  commodes 
that  travel  throughout  the  Deep  Run  and  Pink  Hill  areas.  Home  and  business 
owners  have  responded  well  to  finding  the  purple  commodes  in  their  yards.  They 
pay  $10  to  have  the  commode  removed  and  then  they  can  decide  where  the  com- 
mode needs  to  go  next.  The  church  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  contrib- 
uted to  our  success. 


Bill  Gray  with  his  award  for  the 
individual  in  Lenoir  County  for 
raising  the  most  money. 
Congratulations! 


ST.  DELIGHT  HONORS  PASTOR 


Submitted  by  Debbie  Bozven 


St.  Delight  Church  on  Ormondsville 
Road  honored  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
James  R.  Owens  on  November  12, 2005, 
celebrating  twenty-five  years  in  the 
ministry.  Pastor  Owens  and  his  family 
came  to  us  in  November  2004,  as  leader 
of  our  church.  He  was  surprised  with 
the  presentation  of  a  plaque  and  lun- 
cheon following  the  morning  worship 
service  in  our  fellowship  hall. 

Pastor  Owens  married  his  loving 
wife,  Brenda,  of  thirty-three  years  on 
March  31,  1972.  They  have  two  sons, 
J.R.  and  Scott.  Pastor  Owens  received 
his  license  to  preach  on  October  27, 
1980,  and  was  ordained  on  November 
10, 1987,  at  Otter's  Creek  Church. 

Pastor  Owens  has  served  churches  in 
four  different  conferences:  Corinth 
Church,  Albemarle  Conference,  1980- 
1983;  Oak  Grove  Church,  Eastern  Con- 
ference, 1983-1984;  Union  Church, 
Albemarle  Conference,  1984-1992; 
Antioch  Church,  Western  Conference, 
1992-2000;  First  Church  of  Kinston, 
Eastern  Conference,  2000-2003;  St.  De- 
light Church,  Central  Conference, 
2003-present. 

Pastor  Owens  and  his  family  made 
their  home  in  Griffon  in  2003,  where  he 
did  interim  work  for  the  next  year  un- 
til he  was  called  to  our  chuch.  Pastor 
Owens  came  to  us  with  a  positive  vi- 
sion for  the  future,  and  we  are  all  work- 
ing toward  that  vision. 


There  are  many  churches 
in  our  denomination  in  need 
of  a  pastor.  There  is  no  doubt 
God  sent  Pastor  Owens  to  us. 
If  you  are  looking  a  good 
Bible  based  church  with  a 
loving  church  family  you  are 
welcome  to  come  and 
worship  with  us  at  St.  Delight 
Church.  You  will  find  us  to  be 
one  of  the  friendliest 
churches  in  Greene  County. 

May  God  bless  your 
church  as  He  continues  to  bless  ours. 
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BABY  DEDICATION  HELD  AT  CABIN  FWB  CHURCH 

Submitted  by  Grace  Whaley 

Sunday,  November  13, 2005  was  a  special  day  at  Cabin 
Church,  Beulaville.  Family,  grandparents,  and  friends 
were  present  as  three  babies  were  brought  by  their  par- 
ents to  be  dedicated  to  God. 

The  babies  dedicated  during  the  ceremony  were: 
Michael  George  Norris,  son  of  Kevin  and  Dawn  Norris  of 
Beulaville;  Alyssa  Faith  Johnson,  daughter  of  Nick  and 
Jennifer  Johnson  of  Beulaville;  and  Matthew  Dare  Mobley, 
son  of  Joe  and  Jennifer  Mobley  of  Beulaville. 

Sherry  Mercer  blessed  everyone's  hearts  with  a  special 
solo.  The  Rev.  Wayne  Watson,  pastor,  brought  an  inspir- 
ing message  and  after  the  sermon  performed  a  touching 
dedication  service.  Each  baby  was  dedicated  individually 
and  was  presented  their  own  special  Bible  with  their  name 
engraved  on  it. 

Pastor  Watson  challenged  the  parents  to  bring  the  chil- 
dren up  in  a  Christian  home  and  to  teach  them  God's  love. 
He  also  encouraged  the  parents  to  attend  church  regu- 
larly. 


Three  babies  were  dedicated  to  God  in  a  special  service  held  on 
November  13  at  Cabin  Church,  Beulaville.  (L-R)  Nick  and  Jenni- 
fer Johnson  and  baby  Alyssa  Faith;  Kevin  and  Dawn  Norris  and 
baby  Michael  George;  the  Rev.  Wayne  Watson;  and  Joe  and  Jenni- 
fer Mobley  and  baby  Matthew  Dare. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH 

Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 

Cape  Dear  Youth  Director 
Mary  Allen  brought  the  Pre- 
Thanksgiving  message  for 
Powhatan.  She  gave  her  testi- 
mony and  said  that  having  faith 
makes  us  thankful.  She  refer- 
enced the  10  lepers  that  Jesus 
healed  with  only  one  returning 
to  thank  Him.  His  faith  had  led 
Jesus  to  heal  him. 

Children  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  on  November  20  were 
Cierra  and  Jonathon  Cummings 
and  Brody  Cormack.  A  pastor 
appreciation  dinner  celebrated 
the  Rev.  Jim  Bogle's  birthday 
following  services.  That 
evening,  Powhatan  celebrated  Thanksgiving  with  other  area 
churches — Everett  Chapel,  Believers  Baptist,  and  Amelia. 

In  Memoriam:  Sister  Ollie  Brady,  age  90,  went  to  be  with 
the  Lord  on  November  11.  Her  life  had  been  a  testimony  of 
love  and  work  for  the  Lord  over  her  many  years  in  the 
Powhatan  community.  She  loved  young  people  and  attended 
youth  rallies  faithfully  until  a  stroke  incapacitated  her  a  couple 
of  years  ago.  She  loved  attending  Morning  Star  at  Cragmont 
until  her  health  stopped  her  and  was  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers in  attendance  for  several  years.  Her  family  is  comforted 
by  the  knowledge  she  is  now  with  the  Lord. 

Sister  Rosa  Smith,  age  87,  went  to  be  with  the  Lord  on  No- 
vember 15.  She  lived  in  the  Powhatan  community  her  entire 
life  and  had  been  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and  worker  for 
many  years  until  she  was  no  longer  able. 


Chairman  of  the  Deacon 
Board  Kerry  Chestnut  pre- 
sented a  card  with  a  $1000 
check  to  the  Rev.  Jim  Bogle  on 
behalf  of  the  congregation  on 
his  birthday. 


VETERANS  SUNDAY  HELD 

Submitted  by  Helen  Smith 
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Smyrna  Church  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  held  a  Veter- 
ans Day  service  on  Sunday,  November  6,  2005.  Left  to  right 
are  the  veterans  who  were  present  at  the  service:  Thomas 
Young,  J.W.  Watson,  Ellistine  Barefoot,  Ray  G.  Smith,  and 
Herman  Raynor. 


NOTICE 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Central  Board  of 
Ordination  will  be  held  Monday,  January  9,  2006  at 
10  a.m.  at  First  Church,  Greenville.  Subsequent 
meetings  will  be  held  on  April  10, 2006,  July  10, 2006, 
and  October  10, 2006,  at  the  same  location  and  time. 
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"Defining  Hefigious  'Experiences  of Original Tree  Wiff 'Baptists 
THE  HUG  BY  THE  WATER  OUTSIDE  THE  ORIENTAL  INN 

by  Pepper  Worthington 

Editor's  Note:  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington  has  recorded  some  of  the  defining  experiences  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  both 
men  and  women,  as  a  column  for  The  Free  Will  Baptist  as  a  record  that  can  be  included  in  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical 
Collection  at  Mount  Olive  College. 


Dr.  Frankie  Baggett  is 
pastor  of  Elm  Grove 
Church  in  the  Central 
Conference. 


"When  I  got 
saved  I  was  at  a 
summer  camp 
outside  Mount 
Olive.  I  was  12 
years  old  and  I 
had  grown  up  in 
the  church,  but  I 
had  never  made 
a  profession  of 
faith," 
confessed 
Frankie  Baggett. 

"A  preacher 
out  of  South 

Carolina  had  come  to  preach  at  Camp 
Spencewood.  His  sermon  was  about 
Michael  the  Monkey.  The  story  of  Michael 
was  a  story  of  a  little  monkey's  mother 
telling  him  to  stay  away  from  vultures," 
he  explained. 

"At  first  the  little  monkey  stayed  away 
from  vultures,"  Baggett  continued. 
"Michael  the  monkey  would  see  a 
vulture,  feel  fear,  and  run  away.  One  day 
he  came  closet  to  the  vulture  and  another 
day  closer  until  he  was  not  afraid  of  the 
vulture.  Then  other  vultures  began  to 
come  until  there  were  10  of  them.  Michael 
played  with  them  and  was  not  afraid.  But 


one  day  Michael  fell  and  the  10  vultures 
ate  him  up.  The  preacher  said  sin  was  like 
that.  Sin  seems  harmless  at  first,  and  we 
are  not  afraid  of  it.  But  sin  accumulates 
until  it  can  eat  us  up.  I  am  39,  but  I 
remember  this  sermon  I  heard  when  I 
was  12,"  he  acknowledged. 

"I  remember  also  when  I  was  in  the 
twelfth  grade.  The  Lord  called  me  to  the 
ministry,  but  I  didn't  want  to  go  into  the 
ministry.  I  wanted  to  be  a  math  teacher.  I 
wanted  to  go  to  State.  My  whole  twelfth 
grade  year  the  Lord  dealt  with  me.  I  went 
up  to  the  State  orientation,  but  when  I  set 
foot  in  the  orientation,  I  felt  I  was  not 
supposed  to  be  there.  I  remember  when  I 
went  back  home,  my  aunt  said  to  me, 
'Frankie,  when  the  Lord  calls  you  to  do 
something,  you  had  better  do  it.'  I 
remember  how  surprised  I  was  when  my 
aunt  said  this  to  me,  because  I  had  told 
no  one  that  I  was  struggling  with  the 
ministry.  Then  my  grandma  came  to  me 
and  said  that  she  was  praying  that  the 
Lord  would  send  a  preacher  to  our 
family.  My  mother  told  me  that  my  great 
grandmother  had  seen  me  as  a  baby  and 
had  said,  'That  baby  is  the  one  God  has 
chosen.'  When  I  heard  all  this  after  I  had 


come  home  from  State,  I  was  shocked," 
Baggett  admitted. 

"I  also  remember  how  I  chose  Mount 
Olive  College  over  State.  During  my 
junior  year  at  Mount  Olive,  I  was 
struggling  still  about  going  into  the 
ministry.  I  remember  going  on  a  student- 
life  retreat  at  Oriental.  I  remember  talking 
to  Dianne  Riley  about  the  ministry.  She 
said  to  me,  'Well,  Frankie,  you  really  need 
to  seek  God  about  it.  Let  God  speak.  You 
listen.'  I  remember  going  out  to  a  wooded 
area  by  the  Oriental  Inn.  I  looked  out  at 
the  water  and  prayed,  'Lord,  I'm  going 
through  a  lot.  I  need  you  to  help  me.'  I 
felt  like  someone  reached  out  and  placed 
their  arms  around  me  and  hugged  me.  It 
felt  physical,"  he  declared. 

"Today  when  I  find  myself  struggling, 
I  go  back  to  that  defining  religious 
experience  and  I  feel  that  hug  all  over 
again.  The  Lord  made  Himself  known  to 
me  by  the  water  outside  the  Oriental  Inn. 
What  do  I  have  to  fear  if  the  Lord  is  with 
me?"  Baggett  asked. 

"I  call  these  my  Bethels.  Jacob  went 
back  to  Bethel  to  remember  that  God 
made  himself  known  to  Him  at  Bethel.  I 
go  back  to  that  hug  by  the  water  outside 
the  Oriental  Inn,"  he  revealed. 


CHRISTIAN  COMMITMENT  AS  A  LIFELONG  PROCESS 


"I  married  Frank- 
ie knowing  he  was 
planning  to  go  into 
the  ministry,"  said 
Debra  Baggett. 
"Frankie  and  I  dat- 
ed all  the  way 
through  Mount 
Olive  College.  I 
went  to  Mount 
Olive  College,  be- 
cause I  was  Free 
Will  Baptist.  Wesley 
Beddard  was  work- 
ing in  admissions 
then  and  he  offered 
me  a  full  scholarship.  But  I  must  admit,  my 
defining  religious  experience  was  really 
more  a  defining  religious  relationship  with 


Debra  Baggett  is  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Frankie 
Baggett  who  is  pastor  of 
Elm  Grove  Church, 
Ay  den. 


Mrs.  Dianne  Riley,"  confessed  Debra. 

"I  remember  Mrs.  Riley's  strong  influ- 
ence at  Camp  Vandemere  and  elsewhere. 
She  was  concerned  about  students.  She 
would  touch  base  with  us  from  week  to 
week.  She  cared  about  me,  I  believe, 
because  she  was  a  Christian.  There's  some- 
thing special  about  Mrs.  Riley's  outreach, 
and  I  remember  her  caring  as  an  important 
experience,"  remembered  Debra. 

"You  know,  I  was  raised  in  a  home  where 
my  father  was  Catholic  and  my  mother  was 
Protestant.  I  attended  a  Methodist  Church. 
My  children,  Chandler  and  Trey,  have  had 
all  kinds  of  experiences.  I  was  originally 
baptized  or  really  sprinkled  in  a  Methodist 
church.  In  high  school,  I  started  dating 
Frankie  who  was  a  Free  Will  Baptist.  In  col- 
lege, I  was  baptized  by  immersion.  Billy 


Jackson  in  Jacksonville  baptized  me.  But, 
you  know,  I  felt  I  had  already  been  baptized 
within,  only  not  outside.  To  be  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  I  had  to  be  baptized  by  immersion. 
I  remember  going  down  and  coming  back 
up.  I  remember  the  importance  of  the  out- 
ward symbol  of  my  inward  commitment.  I 
had  already  made  that  inward  commit- 
ment," she  confessed. 

"But  I  have  to  make  that  inward  commit- 
ment over  and  over  again.  Faith  is  a  day  to 
day  thing.  I  try  making  that  Christian  com- 
mitment a  way  to  carry  out  my  life,"  she 
admitted. 

"Faith  is  not  so  much  one  dramatic 
defining  experience  for  me.  It's  more  a 
lifelong  process.  It's  more  a  new  Christian 
commitment  in  the  way  I  carry  out  my  life," 
she  confessed. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   37  January  2006 
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Position  Available 


Contact  the  editor  for  details  at: 
(800)  849-3927  ext.  227 
or 

<editor@fwbpress.com> 


The  Reverend  Robert  Langley  is  available  for  supply 
or  interim  work.  He  may  be  reached  at  (919)  284-1587 
or  by  mail  at  9675  Hinnant  Edgerton  Road,  Kenly,  NC 
27542 


Place:  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  •  3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC 
Dates  &  Times:  Friday,  February  17,  2006  @  7  p.m.  or  Saturday,  February  18,  2006  @  10  a.m. 
Representatives  will  be  available  from  Standard  and  Gospel  Light  Publishing. 

You'll  want  to  order  supplies  early  to  ensure  availability! 

Hope  to  see  you  there! 


For  more  information,  call  (800)  849-3927  and  speak  with  a  bookstore  representative. 
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'Live,  while  you  live/'  the  epicure  would  say,  \, 
"Arid  seize  the  pleasures  of  the  present  day/' 
'  Live,  while  you  live/'  the  sacred  preacher  cries, 
"Arid  give  to  God  each  moment  as  it  flies/' 
Lord,  in  my  views  let  both  united  be;  I  live  in  pleasure,  when  I  live  to  Thee." 


— Philip  Doddridge:  Lines  written  under  Motto  of  his  Family  Album 
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These  churches  keep  up  to  date  with  the 
latest— through  group  subscriptions  to 


Agape  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Antioch  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Beaverdam  Church,  Clarendon,  NC 

Bethany  Church,  Wadesboro,  NC 

Bethany  Layman's  League,  Winterville,  NC 

Bethel  Church,  Four  Oaks,  NC 

Beulaville  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Grove  Church,  LaGrange,  NC 

Cabin  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Charity  Mission/Church, Whiteville,  NC 

Christian  Chapel  Church,  Pink  Hill,  NC 

Core  Creek  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 

Covenant  Church,  Hope  Mills,  NC 

Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City,  NC 

Croatan  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 

Cypress  Creek,  Whiteville,  NC 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Seven  Springs,  NC 

Daniel's  Chapel  Woman's  Aux.,  Wilson,  NC 

Davis  Church,  Davis,  NC 

Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 

Edgewood  Church,  Macclesfield,  NC 

Elm  Grove  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

First  Church,  Durham,  NC 

First  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

First  Church,  High  Point,  NC 

First  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

First  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 

First  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

First  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

First  Church,  Tarboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Warsaw,  NC 

First  Church,  Williamston,  NC 

First  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Folkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Spring  Hope,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

Fremont  Church,  Fremont,  NC 

Friendly  Chapel  Church,  Greensboro,  NC 

Friendship  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

Greater  Bethlehem  Church,  Starke,  FL 

Grimsley  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 

Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Harmony  Church,  Wilson,  NC 


Harrell's  Chapel  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 
Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville,  NC 
Hickory  Grove  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Hillsberry  Church,  Clinton,  NC 
Holly  Springs  Woman's  Aux.,  Newport,  NC 
Hopewell  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
House  of  Prayer  Church,  Kernersville,  NC 
Howell  Swamp  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Hugo  Church,  Grifton,  NC 
Indian  Springs  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Jakin  Church,  Jakin,  GA 
Johnston  Union  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Kenly  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
Kings  Cross  Roads  Church,  Farmville,  NC 
La  Grange  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Lanwood  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama,  NC 
Living  Waters  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 
Longridge  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Macedonia  Church,  Whiteville,  NC 
Marlboro  Church,  Farmville,  NC 
May's  Chapel  Church,  Dudley,  NC 
Moseley's  Creek  Church,  Dover,  NC 
Mt.  Calvary  Church,  Clarkton,  NC 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nashville,  NC 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  Bayboro,  NC 
New  Bethlehem  Church,  Grantsboro,  NC 
Northeast  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Northern  Church,  Bahama,  NC 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Ormondsville  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Pearsall  Chapel  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 
Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Albertson,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Kenly,  NC 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Grimesland,  NC 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 
Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 
Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville,  NC 


Robert's  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Dunn,  NC 
Rock  Springs  Church,  Bailey,  NC 
Rose  Hill  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Russell  Creek  Church,  Beaufort,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
Saratoga  Church,  Saratoga,  NC 
Sarecta  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 
Selma  Church,  Selma,  NC 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Sidney  Church,  Belhaven,  NC 
Silver  Creek  Church,  Swansboro,  NC 
Smith's  New  Home  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 
Smyrna  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Sneads  Ferry  Church,  Sneads  Ferry,  NC 
Snow  Hill  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Spring  Branch  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson,  NC 
St.  Paul  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Steven's  Chapel  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Stony  Hill  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Sweet  Gum  Grove  Church,  Stokes,  NC 
Tee's  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 
Unity  Church,  Wilson,  NC 
Vandora  Springs  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Verona  Church,  Jacksonville,  NC 
Walnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wardens  Grove  Church,  Lowland,  NC 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Richlands,  NC 
White  Hill  Church,  Aurora,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wildwood  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 
Winterville  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
Yelverton  Grove  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Zion  Church,  Blakely,  GA 


C^[7j3lack  Jack  Grove  Church,  LaGrange,  NC 


your  church  can,  too!  ^uh&cfib^  Tesdaty! 
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Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Church  Finance 
Association  Meet- 
ing, Pilgrim  Home 
Church,  10:30  a.m. 

VALENTINE'S 
DAY 

15 

16 

17 

VBS 

Workshop, 
FWB  Press 
7:30  p.m. 

18 

VBS 

Workshop, 
FWB  Press 
10:00  a.m. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Sunday  School 
Institute,  Mount 
Olive  College, 

8  A.M-4P.M. 

26 

Sunday  School 
Rally  Day 

27 

28 

Coming  Soon:  Notes: 

March  23-25:  Deacon/Pastor  Enrichment  Seminar,  Cragmont 
March  26:  Foreign  Missions  Telethon 

■'.  ■-                                                             <  ■ 
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There  is  no  wisdom  nor  understanding  nor 
counsel  against  the  Lord  (Proverbs  21:30). 


The  Many  Faces  of  Change 

Change  can  be  a  very  difficult  process  to  endure. 
Everyone  probably  has  varying  concepts  of  change. 
Some  people  (or  groups)  don't  like  it  at  all  and  some 
people  go  through  it  with  skeptism  or  doubt,  not 
wanting  to  have  to  learn  anything  new.  There  are 
those  who  embrace  change,  realizing  that  it  can  be, 
and  often  is,  for  the  better.  I  wouldn't  want  to  go  back 
to  the  days  of  outhouses.  Computers  and  the  Internet 
have  come  with  new  evils — but  I  can't  imagine  going 
back  to  typewriters.  It  seems  that  change  is  even  more 
difficult,  for  some  reason,  in  the  church  setting.  Don't 
get  me  wrong,  change,  just  for  the  sake  of  change,  is 
not  necessarily  the  best  thing  to  do,  either.  Hopefully, 
in  any  of  our  experiences,  whether  we  perceive  them 
at  the  time  to  be  good  or  bad,  change  will  be  for  the 
better — for  improvement — and  for  everyone  involved. 
That  is  my  hope  and  my  prayer! 


A  Valuable  Resource 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


Senior  citizens,  as  we  are  referred  to  today,  constitute 
a  valuable  and  growing  resource  in  our  society.  According 
to  the  Administration  on  the  Aging,  based  on  information 
released  in  2004,  the  65+  population  now  numbers  close 
to  40  million,  an  increase  of  more  than  3  million  since 
1993.  About  12.4  percent  of  our  population  is  older  citizens. 
These  figures  will  rise  in  rapid  proportions  as  the  baby 
boomers  move  into  the  60+  column. 

Senior  citizens  have  earned  our  niche  in  society.  As 
the  saying  goes,  "We  have  been  there  and  done  that." 
We  have  reared  our  families,  worked  hard,  paid  our 
taxes,  defended  our  country,  etc.  In 
short,  we  have  paid  our  dues;  yet,  we 
have  much  to  offer  the  younger 
generations.  We  realize,  of  course, 
that  age  and  its  impact  on  mind  and 
body,  coupled  with  illnesses,  often 
rob  the  elderly  of  the  satisfaction  of 
continuous  contribution  in  the  lives  of  others. 

During  the  past  two  years,  I  have  served  as  the 
Associate  Pastor  for  Senior  Ministry  at  Rose  Hill  OFWB 
Church.  My  primary  responsibility  is  to  visit  the  shut-ins 
(home  bound)  and  those  in  the  health  care  facilities.  In 
doing  so,  I  am  reminded  that  these  are  individuals  who 
have  made  their  impact  on  family,  church,  and 
community.  The  declining  years  are  a  reality,  and  most 
of  them  will  never  return  to  that  which  was.  Their  normal 
day-to-day  activities  no  longer  exist.  Thus,  a  visit  by  a 


friend,  family  member,  minister  or  church  group,  etc. 
serves  as  a  bright  moment  in  their  lives.  Their  value  to 
life,  therefore,  must  be  measured  by  what  they  have 
contributed  rather  than  what  they  may  or  may  not  now 
be  able  to  do  on  a  day-by-day  basis. 

The  "valuable  resource"  we  are  alluding  to  are  those 
who  have  retired  from  their  jobs,  saved  some  money, 
have  an  adequate  income  (or  maybe  much  more),  have 
experienced  life  in  the  work  place,  and  devote  themselves 
to  worthy  causes.  We  notice  more  and  more  of  them 
giving  of  their  time  and  means  in  the  support  of  the 
church.  Their  advice  and  counsel  are 
also  of  great  value,  but  is  sometimes 
ignored.  In  the  early  years  of  my 
ministry,  it  was  often  the  elderly  who 
gave  me  sound  advice.  It  was  the 
elderly  ministers  who  helped  me 
along  the  way,  and  I  often  turned  to 
them  as  I  sought  their  counsel. 

There  are  some  advantages  to  be  classified  among 
the  elderly.  We  know  some  things  that  can  only  be 
learned  by  living  life.  When  I  get  a  senior  discount  (for 
example,  a  senior  tea  at  Bojangles),  I  take  it  with  a  smile 
and  a  "thank  you."  I'm  grateful  for  many  things  about 
life,  in  spite  of  its  uncertainties — its  ups  and  downs. 
As  long  as  I  am  able,  I  intend  to  "...press  toward  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus"  (Philippians  3:14). 
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The  Key  to  True  Marital  Unity 


by  Michael  Smalley,  M.A.,  The  Smalley  Relationship  Center 
Reprinted  with  permission. 


Amy  and  I  were  locked  in  what  felt  like  mortal 
combat.  Neither  was  willing  to  give  in  to  the  other 's 
wish.  To  make  matters  worse,  both  of  us  had 
legitimate  needs  and  feelings  that  we  were  not  willing 
to  give  up.  This  is  where  our  true  struggle  began. 

It  was  the  Fall  of  our  third  year  of  marriage.  We'd 
already  survived  several  major  arguments,  and 
actually  came  out  closer  as  friends  and  lovers.  But 
this  one  was  different.  Before,  when  we  argued, 
the  resolution  seemed  to  always  make  sense.  Like 
the  time  we  survived  the  big  "Money  Management 
Fight."  I  finally  understood  that  it  wasn't  "smart" 
financing  to  not  tell  my  wife  when  and  how  much 
money  I  withdrew  from  that  wonderful  invention, 
the  ATM  machine.  Our  checkbook  never  matched 
the  bank  statement  that  would  arrive  once  a  month. 
The  checkbook  not  matching  up  to  the  bank  statement 
did  not  bother  me  because  my  philosophy  for  a 
balanced  checking  account  was  to  switch  banks 
when  things  got  "confused!"  However,  Amy  had 
a  different  opinion.  The  resolution  to  this  problem 
was  fairly  obvious — keep  the  receipts!  But  the 
argument  we  were  locked  in  now  had  no  possible 
win/win  solution,  or  at  least  it  didn't  seem  to  have 
one. 

Tt  all  started  one  night  when  I  returned  home 
from  my  work  as  a  marriage  and  family  intern 
therapist.  I  immediately  sensed  the  mood  in  the 
room.  There  was  a  familiar  aura  about  it — then  it 
struck  me.  Before  Amy  could  say  anything,  I  knew 
she  was  pregnant.  We  were  going  to  have  our  second 
OOOPS.  Our  second  "unplanned"  pregnancy. 


Both  of  us  immediately  panicked.  Actually,  Amy 
had  already  spent  the  better  part  of  the  day 
panicking.  How  could  we  finish  school  with  two 
children?  I  had  one  more  year  in  my  masters  program, 
but  Amy  had  just  started  her  two-year  program. 
That  meant  that  Amy  would  be  pregnant  during 
her  first  year,  and  we  would  have  two  children 
during  her  second  year  in  the  program. 

We  wouldn't  be  able  to  afford  to  have  both  children 
in  daycare,  and  were  not  truly  willing  to  put  an 
infant  in  daycare  anyway.  This  meant  that  either 
Amy  had  to  drop  out  of  Wheaton  College  and 
attend  a  school  closer  to  family  in  Missouri  so  we 
could  both  pursue  our  dreams,  or  I  could  take  a 
year  off  from  my  work  to  stay  at  home  full  time  so 
Amy  could  finish  at  Wheaton  College. 

As  marriage  and  family  therapists,  we  were  able 
to  recognize  that  both  of  us  had  legitimate  needs 
and  feelings.  I  had  just  spent  three  grueling  years 
obtaining  my  education,  and  I  had  an  intense  need 
to  use  that  education.  Amy  had  a  legitimate  need 
to  finish  her  education  at  an  elite  program  in  which 
she  had  already  developed  many  lasting  friendships. 
We  were  stuck. 

I  felt  that  she  was  being  selfish  in  not  wanting 
to  move  to  Missouri,  where  we  could  both  pursue 
our  dreams  while  family  and  friends  helped  with 
the  children.  She  felt  that  I  was  being  selfish  in  not 
wanting  to  stay  at  home  for  one  year  so  she  could 
finish  her  degree  at  Wheaton  College. 

Then  one  day,  after  two  solid  weeks  of  arguing, 
we  reached  the  breaking  point.  In  a  small  bagel 
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shop  in  Wheaton,  Illinois,  Amy  and  I  exploded — 
only  as  therapists  can  explode.  There  we  quietly 
bombarded  each  other  with  hurtful  words  and 
false  accusations,  making  sure  no  one  could  hear 
us.  I  finally  stood  up  and  announced,  "Well  fine!  I 
have  to  go  now  and  counsel  couples!"  I  stormed 
out  of  the  restaurant  and  headed  for  the  counseling 
clinic,  where  I  was  supposed  to  help  couples  get 
along  better! 

What  happened  next  was  nothing  short  of  a 
miracle.  Before  I  entered  the  counseling  room,  I 
met  with  my  supervisor.  I  stepped  into  her  office, 
definitely  not  in  the  mood  to  discuss  anything  close 
to  therapy  or  helping  people.  She  never  looked  at 
me,  but  simply  said,  "I  think  we  need  to  just  meet 
in  silence."  So  there  I  sat,  sprawled  on  her  couch, 
eyes  closed,  head  leaned  back.  It  was  then  the 
miracle  occurred. 

Lying  there  on  her  couch,  an  image  entered  my 
head  so  clearly  that  I  nearly  reached  out  to  touch 
it.  It  was  Christ  gently  laying  down  his  left  hand 
to  be  nailed  to  the  cross.  Next  came  his  right  hand. 
In  the  same  fashion,  he  gently  laid  down  to  be 
hammered  to  his  wooden  cross.  It  was  such  a 
powerful  image  that  I  immediately  began  to  weep. 

This  was  the  answer  to  our  struggle.  Truly,  this 
was  the  answer  to  any  couple's  struggle — laying 
down  your  life  for  the  needs  and  feelings  of  your 
mate.  Christ  literally  went  through  Hell  so  we 
might  have  life  and  have  it  more  abundantly.  I 
wasn't  willing  to  give  up  one  year  of  work  to  spend 
valuable  time  with  my  children  and  to  help  my 
wife  finish  her  degree  at  a  school  she  loved 

The  Key  to  a  Satisfying  Marriage 

If  we  want  to  have  a  satisfying 
marriage,  one  where  the  passion  and 
excitement  never  ends,  we  must  be 
willing  to  sacrifice  our  own  needs  for  I 
the  needs  of  our  mates.  In  other 
words,  we  need  to  be  selfless. 

When  couples,  much  like  us,  are 
entrenched  in  conflict,  there  is  one  major  theme 
pervading  the  problem:  Neither  side  is  willing  to 
give  up  their  position.  How  can  we  have  harmony 
when  we  are  not  willing  to  accept  the  feelings  of 
our  mates?  In  order  to  successfully  solve  our  marriage 


conflicts,  we  must  be  able  to  take  on  the  perspec- 
tive of  our  spouses.  We  must  be  focused  toward 
enhancing  their  welfare. 

When  we  are  selfless,  it  is  like  a  beautiful  dance, 
where  both  partners  glide  around  the  room  of 
marriage  with  utter  ease  and  confidence.  But  the 
key  is  that  it  is  a  couple's  dance.  There's  no  room 
for  stylish  single's  dancing.  This  is  meant  to  be 
a  Waltz,  not  a  Mosh  Pit!  If  only  one  spouse  is 
concentrating  on  being  selfless,  the  strategy  will 
fail.  It  takes  two  to  tango,  and  two  to  make 
selflessness  work  in  marriage. 

By  becoming  selfless,  we  open  the  possibilities 
to  truly  experience  the  joy  and  satisfaction  in  our 
marriage  God  intended.  When  God  said,  "And  the 
two  shall  become  one,"  what  do  you  think  God 
meant?  The  only  way  we  can  experience  the  full 
benefit  of  marriage  is  when  we  give  of  ourselves 
for  the  good  of  our  mates.  This  is  the  ultimate 
oneness! 

So  how  did  we  resolve  our  dilemma?  After  my 
clear  image  of  what  Christ  did  for  me,  it  was 
simple.  I  told  Amy  I  would  do  whatever  it  took  to 
help  her  finish  school  at  Wheaton  College.  Amy 
was  overcome  with  gladness,  and  amazingly,  so 
was  I. 

I  had  no  idea  at  the  time  how  valuable  my  year 
would  be  as  a  stay-at-home  father.  One  of  the  most 
amazing  lessons  learned  from  our  experience  was 
that  of  reciprocation.  Because  I  was  willing  to  put 
Amy's  needs  ahead  of  mine,  she  in  turn  was  willing 
to  do  the  same  for  me.  When  couples  act  for  the 
complete  good  of  their  mate — guess 
what — their  mate  wants  to  do  the  same. 
It's  the  most  infectious  disease  ever  dis- 
covered. 

God  does  a  funny  thing  when  we  are 
truly  selfless;  God  rewards  us.  I  know 
it  would  have  been  a  different  outcome 
if  I  was  simply  "giving  in"  to  Amy  just  so 
God  would  reward  me  later.  It  does  not  work 
this  way.  Only  when  selflessness  comes  from  a 
complete  desire  for  the  good  of  our  mate,  and  not 
our  own,  will  we  reap  the  rewards  for 
ourselves  as  well  as  the  marriage.  The  reward  will 
be  the  true  intimacy  and  passion  that  God  intended 
for  marriage.  A 
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I  stood  perusing  various  academic  journals  I  had 
not  seen  since  college  and  seminary.  Some  were 
"Greek"  to  me.  There  among  the  journals  I  found 
something  that  made  me  feel  at  home,  The  Free  Will 
Baptistl  For  some  reason  I  was  not  expecting  to  see  a 
copy  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  on  the  shelves  of  periodicals 
along  with  Biblical  Archeology  and  hundreds  of  other 
academic  magazines.  I  picked  it  up  and  realized  it 
was  a  copy  of  the  same  one  I  had  read  at  home.  It 
was  at  that  moment  standing  in  the  beautiful,  remodeled 
library  on  the  campus  of  the  Presbyterian  School  of 
Christian  Education  (PSCE)  and  Union  Seminary  in 
Richmond,  Virginia,  that  the  seed  for  this  article 
began  to  develop. 

When  I  was  licensed  for  ministry  at  the  age  of  17, 
I  thought  my  ministry  would  be  in  a  local  FWB 
church  until  I  died.  Little  did  I  know  God  would  take 
me  on  a  different  journey.  I  served  several  churches 
before  being  led  into  hospital  ministry.  After  more 
than  25  years  of  a  rewarding  ministry,  I  was  given 
the  opportunity  to  take  early  retirement.  I  am  greatly 
blessed  to  have  participated  in  a  good  hospital 
retirement  plan.  After  retirement,  I  decided  to  take  a 
sabbatical  year  to  discern  what,  if,  and  how  God 
would  utilize  me  in  ministry.  It  was  during  this 
discernment  time  I  discovered,  like  everyone  else, 
my  experiences  were  preparing  me  for  the  next 
opportunity.  Looking  backward  everything  seems  to 
work  together  for  a  purpose,  but  looking  forward  I 
seem  to  be  blind  as  a  bat. 

The  Alban  Institute  in  Washington,  DC,  has 
researched  and  studied  the  life  and  organization  of 
the  church  for  years.  One  outcome  of  their  work  has 
been  the  development  of  the  field  of  Intentional 
Interim  Ministry.  When  a  local  congregation  goes 
through  the  transition  of  pastoral  leadership,  often 
the  church  leaders  look  to  retired  ministers  or  "tent 


making"  ministers  to  fill  their  pulpit  and  provide  pastoral 
care  until  a  new  pastor  is  identified.  Many  experienced 
pastors  have  performed  meaningful  ministry  for 
churches  in  transition.  The  Intentional  Interim  will 
provide  the  same  preaching  and  pastoral  care  as 
previous  pastor.  However,  he  or  she  will  also 
address  change  issues,  lead  the  congregation  through 
a  self  evaluation,  help  redefine  their  mission  and 
prepare  for  new  pastoral  leadership. 

Intentional  Interim  Ministry  was  developed  into 
a  specialized  ministry  focusing  on  helping  congregations 
spiritually  and  emotionally  to  move  from  one  pastoral 
leadership  to  another  in  a  healthy  way.  Both 
individuals  and  congregations  avoid  struggling  with 
grief  and  change  if  possible.  How  often  have 
individuals  (couples,  congregations,  etc.)  just  decided 
to  move  on  without  resolving  the  pain  and  hurt  that 
comes  with  conflict  and  change?  While  all  changes 
are  not  negative  all  changes  will  create  emotional 
energy.  Unresolved  energy  or  grief  may  lie  dormant 
until  some  life  event  taps  into  the  energy  at  the  most 
inopportune  time. 

The  Intentional  Interim  Ministry  Network  provides 
several  training  programs  each  year  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  I  attended  the  one  on  the 
campus  of  PSCE/Union  Seminary  in  Richmond 
because  it  matched  my  schedule.  The  following 
thoughts  are  gleaned  from  Creating  a  Healthier  Church 
(by  Ronald  Richardson),  Temporary  Shepherds  (Rogers 
Nicholson,  Editor),  The  Interim  Pastor's  Manual  (by 
Alan  Gripe),  and  the  continuing  education  program. 

When  a  pastoral  change  occurs,  it  is  the  better  part 
of  wisdom  for  the  church  leadership  not  to  rush  into 
replacing  the  pastor.  If  the  church  leaders  want  to 
help  prepare  the  congregation  for  new  pastoral 
leadership,  then  they  may  choose  to  utilize  an 
Intentional  Interim  Minister.  Most  protestant 
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churches  have  access  to  the  Interim  Ministry  Network 
that  provides  a  list  of  ministers  educated  and  trained 
in  system  theory,  conflict  resolution,  pastoral  care, 
worship,  church  development,  change/grief  dynamics, 
counseling,  as  well  as  a  strong  sense  of  self  since  most 
interims  average  about  18  months. 

If  the  leadership  chooses  to  use  an  Intentional 
Interim  Minister,  then  the  congregation  (church  leaders) 
and  the  Interim  Minister  will  begin  their  work  by 
negotiating  a  covenant  as  part  of  the  call  to  serve. 
This  covenant  will  include  at  least  the  following 
duties  and  responsibilities: 

•  relational  boundaries 

•  salary  and  benefits 

•  mediation  for  interim  and  leaders  if  relationship 
becomes  stuck 

•  making  a  commitment  that  the  interim 
minister  cannot  be  considered  for  the 
position  of  pastor 

•  support  a  strong  relationship  with 
denominational  ministries 

•  establish  an  ending  date 

•  determine  what  can  be  negotiated  if  the 
congregation  completes  its  process  early 
or  if  a  little  more  time  is  needed 

•  that  the  interim  will  not  maintain  any 
contact  with  the  congregation  after  he  or  she 
leaves. 

The  church  leaders  and  the  interim  will  lead  the 
congregation  in  retelling  and  reclaiming  their  history. 
How  and  why  did  this  church  come  into  existence? 
What  events  and  actions  did  the  ancestors  perform? 
What  ministries  defined  the  church?  What 
unresolved  issues  remain  from  the  past?  Are  there 
secrets  about  the  past  that  continues  to  impact  the 
congregation?  When  was  the  most  exciting  time  in 
the  history  of  the  church?  Most  churches  have  a  rich 
heritage  that  often  doesn't  get  passed  along  to  other 
generations  and  this  intentional  process  will  help 
different  generations  to  reclaim  their  heritage  again. 

A  second  task  is  to  identify  the  congregation 
today.  How  does  the  congregation  define  its 
current  identity  and  mission?  What  ministries  does 


the  church  participate  in?  Is  the  identity  of  the  church 
congruent  with  how  non-church  members  in  the 
community  see  it?  (Has  a  FWB  church  ever  surveyed 
non-church  members  and  the  surrounding  community 
on  their  perception  of  the  congregation?) 

Intermingled  with  reclaiming  the  past  and  defining 
the  present,  a  good  bit  of  attention  will  be  given  to 
the  emotions  related  to  change  and  loss — grief.  All 
changes  whether  positive  or  negative  create  an 
emotional  response.  All  too  often  this  is  neglected 
and  there  are  many  church  members  and  ministers 
who  have  been  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  unresolved 
grief. 

Third,  a  vision  of  who  the  church  wants  to  become 
is  developed.  This  vision  must  be  realistic  and  based 
on  the  resources  of  the  church  and  the  community 
in  which  they  live.  Too  many  times  the  church  and 
pastor  begin  a  new  ministry  together  with  unrealistic 
expectations.  This  can  only  lead  to  frustration  and 
disappointment  with  each  other.  A  new  beginning 
built  on  honesty,  clarity,  and  openness  has  a  much 
better  chance  of  growing  into  a  long-term  meaningful 
relationship. 

And  finally,  the  leaders  and  interim  minister  will 
do  an  evaluation  of  each  other:  what  went  well  and 
what  didn't  go  so  well.  Learning  from  things  that 
didn't  go  well  often  is  rewarding  if  trust  and  honesty 
has  been  established.  It  is  also  a  time  to  give  appreciation 
for  the  interim  work  and  develop  a  plan  on  welcoming 
the  new  pastoral  leadership.  A  two  to  three  week 
period  between  the  interim's  last  worship  service  and 
the  new  pastor  will  also  help  mark  a  new  beginning 
in  the  congregation. 

All  relationships  struggle  to  grow,  but  the  potential 
is  greater  if  the  minister  and  congregation  begin 
with  realistic  expectation. 

While  this  article  focused  on  the  transitional  work 
of  a  congregation,  ministers  too,  need  to  have  a  way 
to  address  and  process  their  experience  prior  to  taking 
on  a  new  ministry.  Our  unresolved  issues  have  created 
more  than  one  problem  in  the  life  of  a  congregation. 
Perhaps  this  could  be  addressed  in  another  article. 

▲ 
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Postmodernism  in  Sunday  School, 


What  Should  We  Do? 

by  Paul  Dean,  Providence  Ministries 
Reprinted  with  permission. 


We  live  in  a  day  of  revisionist  history  and  indeed 
revisionist  thinking.  Relativistic  postmodernism  is 
pervasive  not  only  in  our  culture  but  across  the  globe. 
Postmodernism  is  in  many  ways  a  reaction  to 
modernism.  At  one  time  the  prevailing  mindset  of 
western  civilization  embraced  the  idea  that  science, 
rationalism,  empiricism,  and  objectivity  held  the 
answer  to  the  workings  of  the  universe,  the  longings 
of  the  soul,  and  the  problems  of  humanity.  In  reaction 
to  and  against  that  mindset  of  modernity  is 
postmodernism.  In  this  contemporary  mindset  is  the 
essential  idea  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  absolute 
truth.  According  to  Gene  Edward  Veith,  this  prevailing 
mindset  "...goes  far  beyond  relativism."  The 
postmodern  not  only  denies  absolute  truth  but  actually 
attempts  to  deconstruct  truth  altogether.  In 
postmodernism,  new  paradigms  are  brought  to 
bear  on  contemporary  thinking  "from  the 
deconstructionism  and  post-Marxism  of  the  universities 
to  the  relativism  of  popular  culture." 

No  doubt  exists  that  postmodern  thinking  has 
percolated  down  to  and  invaded  pop  culture.  Many 
are  apt  to  reject  absolute  truth  and  come  to  the  place 
where  they  feel  that  the  truth  in  anything  they  read 
is  a  subjective  matter.  In  other  words,  no  objective  or 
universal  truth  is  to  be  found  in  the  reading,  only 
what  is  "true  for  me."  The  sad  reality  is  that  this 
subjectivism,  grounded  in  postmodern  thought,  has 
crept  into  the  church. 

At  the  same  time,  depending  upon  the  book,  much 
of  one's  understanding  of  the  writing  can  be  subjective. 
We  all  approach  what  we  read  with  our  own  set  of 
presuppositions.  Of  course,  that  very  dynamic  is  the 
reason  Christians  must  take  careful  pains  to  exegete 
Scripture  in  its  historical/grammatical  context. 
Unfortunately,  wild  opinions  as  to  what  certain  Scriptures 
mean  abound  in  the  evangelical  world  because  many 
have  no  understanding  as  to  how  to  exegete  Scripture, 


many  are  unwilling  to  do  the  hard  work  of  exegesis, 
many  are  not  aware  of  such  a  necessity,  and  many 
are  simply  an  authority  unto  themselves. 

In  our  individualistic  culture,  people  tend  to  read 
the  Scriptures  and  make  them  say  what  they  want 
them  to  say.  This  subjective  approach  is  indicative  of 
the  selfish  age  in  which  we  live.  Others  are  simply 
ignorant  to  the  fact  that  our  task  is  not  first  to  determine 
what  Scripture  "means  to  me."  We  certainly  get  there 
with  application,  but  not  with  interpretation.  So 
often  in  evangelical  Sunday  school  classes  we  witness 
nothing  but  pooled  ignorance  as  each  one  says,  "I 
feel  this  verse  means..."  We  must  always  remember 
that  a  text  can  never  mean  today  what  it  never  meant 
to  the  original  readers.  Our  task  is  to  understand  what 
the  text  means,  not  what  it  means  "in  my  opinion."  A 
text  has  only  one  meaning.  It  may  have  many  applications, 
but  only  one  meaning. 

In  our  historically  ignorant  church  context,  we 
should  understand,  historically,  that  there  is  a  large 
body  of  agreement  on  what  the  Scriptures  mean.  For 
example,  I  can  pick  up  ten  different  commentaries 
on  a  particular  text.  If  all  ten  commentators  are  careful, 
evangelical,  and  exegetical  scholars,  I  will  pretty 
much  get  the  same  interpretation  from  each  one  of 
them.  Certainly,  there  may  be  minor  differences  here 
and  there  when  dealing  with  an  issue  far  removed 
from  our  twenty-first  century  western  culture.  Our 
presuppositions  and  our  own  historical  context  can 
certainly  get  in  the  way  from  time  to  time.  However, 
in  the  main,  there  is  widespread  agreement  in  regard 
to  the  Scriptures.  Certainly  the  issues  concerning 
salvation  are  not  in  dispute. 

For  example,  until  recently,  little  disagreement 
existed  in  the  evangelical  world  as  to  what  Jesus 
meant  when  He  said,  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life,  no  one  comes  to  the  Father  but  by  me."  No 
doubt  many  are  trying  to  reinterpret  that  statement 
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in  light  of  contemporary  sensibilities  and  poor  theological 
understanding.  But,  historically,  agreement  is 
pervasive.  Simply  looking  at  the  statement,  what  do 
you  understand  our  Lord  to  be  saying?  It  looks  plain 
to  me. 

Consider  the  fact  that  many  liberal  scholars 
who  once  argued  that  the  conservative  evangelical 
understanding  of  the  different  roles  of  men  and 
women  was  in  error  now  admit  that  our  understanding 
is  indeed  correct.  We  do  have  a  correct  interpretation 
of  the  apostle  Paul.  However,  they  simply  assert  now 
that  Paul  was  wrong.  They  understand  the  Scriptures 
on  that  point;  they  simply  do  not  believe  the  Scriptures 
on  that  point. 

The  larger  problem  is  that  adopting  a  postmodern 
mindset  or  simply  allowing  the  reading  of 
postmodern  literature  to  influence  one's  thinking  can 
no  doubt  cause  individuals  to  have  doubts  about 
whether  or  not  Christianity  is  the  only  truth.  However, 
we  must  remember  that  the  postmodern  worldview 
does  not  make  sense.  To  take  up  one  issue  alone,  it 
violates  the  law  of  non-contradiction.  Simply  put,  an 
assertion  and  its  opposite  cannot  both  be  true.  If  the 
light  (a  physical  light  bulb)  is  on  it  cannot  be  true 
that  it  is  off  at  the  same  time.  It  is  either  on  or  off. 
The  postmodern  accepts  the  non-sensical  notion  that 
the  light  may  be  on  for  some  but  off  for  others.  One 
may  think  that  way,  but  in  reality,  he  cannot  live  in 
this  world  by  actually  operating  on  that  worldview. 
He  may  do  so  in  regard  to  some  things,  but  he  is 
inconsistent.  When  the  postmodern  gets  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  to  get  something  to  drink,  he  flips 
his  light  switch  on  that  he  may  see.  He  does  not  walk 
in  the  dark  thinking  that  the  light  is  actually  on.  And 
the  reality  is  that  all  postmoderns  do  the  same  thing 
in  that  situation.  If  one  were  to  try  and  claim  the  light 
was  on  when  it  was  not,  he  would  have  no  explanation 
as  to  why  he  tripped  over  the  vacuum  and  fell  down 
the  stairs. 

Christianity  is  the  only  worldview  that  makes 
sense  out  of  reality.  For  example,  the  evolutionary 
worldview  is  grounded  in  random  chance,  yet  the 
evolutionist  does  not  stick  his  car  key  in  his  ear  in  an 
attempt  to  start  the  car.  In  a  random  chance  universe, 
sticking  one's  car  key  in  his  ear  may  work  one  morning. 
Yet,  the  evolutionist  does  what  the  Christian  does: 
he  sticks  his  key  in  the  ignition  switch.  He  operates 


on  the  assumption,  in  that  instant,  that  the  universe 
has  order  and  consistency.  That  assumption  of  course 
is  grounded  in  the  Christian  worldview  that  says  that 
God  is  a  God  of  order  and  that  He  has  created  an 
orderly  universe  that  we  might  learn  from  experience 
that  sticking  a  car  key  in  our  ear  will  not  start  the 
car,  but  sticking  it  in  the  proper  place,  the  ignition 
switch,  will. 

We  Christians  must  understand  and  wholly 
embrace  a  Christian  worldview.  That  endeavor 
requires  some  thinking  on  our  part.  At  the  same  time, 
[we]  must  extricate  ourselves  from  the  trap  of 
subjectivism.  As  noted,  it  is  rampant  in  the  church. 
Again,  you  will  see  it  in  most  Sunday  school  classes 
this  coming  Lord's  Day.  That  reality  should  stop  us 
cold,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  truth  and  the  glory  of 
God,  but  for  the  sake  of  souls.  It  is  those  very  people 
in  our  feeling  and  subjective  oriented  Sunday  schools 
who  are  open  to  being  carried  away  by  postmodern 
thinking  given  the  right  set  of  circumstances. 
Christians  must  be  reinvigorated  to  an  unswerving 
commitment  to  the  faith  once  for  all  delivered  to  the 
saints. 

Christianity  is  the  only  truth  claim  that  claims  man 
does  not  go  to  God  for  salvation  but  that  God  has 
come  to  man  to  save  Him.  Christianity  is  the  only 
"religion"  that  says  that  salvation  is  by  grace  and 
not  by  works.  It  is  the  only  religion  that  says  that 
God  Himself  died  for  sinners.  Our  great  prophet  is 
more  than  a  prophet.  He  is  Immanuel,  God  with  us. 
Christianity  is  unique  and  the  claims  of  Christ  are 
unique.  "Nor  is  there  salvation  in  any  other,  for  there 
is  no  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men 
by  which  we  must  be  saved"  (Acts  4:12). 

The  subjectivism  of  our  evangelical  culture,  combined 
with  an  aversion  to  theology  and  serious  Bible  study, 
can  only  serve  to  open  the  Christian  church  up  to 
massive  defection  when  influenced  by  the  larger 
postmodern  culture.  A  renewed  commitment  to  the 
exclusivity  of  Christ  is  only  the  beginning  in  terms 
of  where  we  must  lead  the  people  in  our  churches. 
We  must  lead  them  to  understand  that  truth  is  absolute, 
that  Scripture  is  our  sole  authority  in  matters  of  faith 
and  practice,  and  that  the  text  of  Scripture  has  only 
one  meaning.  When  we  ascertain  what  the  text 
means,  then  we  may  apply  it  to  our  hearts  by  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  that  we  might  be  unshakable  in 
the  hurricane  force  winds  of  postmodern  philosophy. 

▲ 
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by  Dr.  Franklin  L.  Baggett 


When  God  called  me  into  the  ministry,  like  many 
others  I  did  not  know  fully  what  I  was  getting  in  to. 
After  graduating  from  high  school  I  had  intended  to 
get  a  degree  in  math  and  teach  High  School  math- 
ematics. But  God  has  a  way  of  getting  His  way.  Upon 
finally  giving  in,  and  through  a  series  of  wonderful 
events,  I  found  myself  at  Mount  Olive  College 
beginning  my  studies  for  the  ministry.  With  the 
advice  of  some  very  wise  people  I  not  only  took 
classes  to  become  an  ordained  minister,  but  also 
decided  to  have  a  second  major  in  psychology.  (This 
was  probably  one  of  the  wisest  decisions  that  I  have 
made.) 

Upon  graduating,  I  was  blessed  to  begin  my  first 
pastorate.  I  was  only  there  a  few  days  when  I  realized 
that  I  was  not  completely  prepared.  The  second  day 
after  I  arrived  I  had  a  call  from  a  member  wanting 
me  to  do  the  funeral  of  his  mother.  I  had  never  done 
a  funeral;  I  guess  I  did  the  best  I  could.  Over  the  next 
few  months  as  I  did  my  first  baptism,  first  wedding, 
first  counseling  session,  all  night  hospital  visit,  first 
baby  dedication,  and  on  and  on,  I  realized  that 
although  the  education  I  received  at  Mount  Olive  was 
a  good  start,  it  was  not  complete.  Each  week  planning 
had  to  be  done,  new  sermons,  new  Bible  studies, 
stewardship  campaigns,  discipleship  programs, 
visitation  programs,  and  all  the  other  things  that 
must  be  done  in  the  pastorate. 

I  came  to  appreciate  the  advise  of  the  Rev.  David 
W.  Hansley  when  he  told  me  that  the  call  to  ministry 
was  a  call  to  prepare.  That  preparation  is  not  a  one-time 
thing,  or  a  certain  number  of  semester  hours,  but  it 
is  a  lifetime  of  preparation.  Paul  told  Timothy  to 
"study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman 
that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the 
Word  of  truth"(2  Timothy  2:15).  As  ministers  of  the 


Gospel  we  have  a  great  calling  upon  us.  With  that 
calling  we  also  have  a  great  responsibility.  That 
responsibility  is  not  just  to  our  local  churches, 
conferences,  or  ordaining  boards,  but  that  responsibility 
is  to  God.  As  God's  called  ones  it  is  our  duty  to 
continually  prepare  ourselves  to  minister  to  His  people. 

Being  a  pastor  is  much  more  than  just  preaching, 
although  that  is  a  vital  part.  Being  pastors  means  we 
have  the  responsibility  of  ministering  to  God's  people 
in  numerous  areas.  To  fulfill  this  calling  we  need  all 
the  education  and  preparation  that  we  can  receive. 
We  need  to  avail  ourselves  to  every  opportunity  to 
sharpen  our  tools  so  we  might  be  better  craftsmen.  I 
had  the  wonderful  opportunity  to  attend  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest  where 
I  received  a  master  of  divinity  degree.  Although  I 
received  a  well-rounded  education  at  Mount  Olive, 
the  seminary  degree  better  prepared  me  for  the  ministry. 
Even  after  having  the  opportunity  to  further  my 
education  at  Winebrenner,  there  is  still  a  need  to  learn 
and  become  greater  equipped  for  the  work  of  ministry 
I  would  encourage  every  minister  who  is  able  to  avail 
themselves  to  the  opportunity  of  furthering  their 
education  to  do  so.  Although  sacrifices  have  to  be  made 
and  energy  spent,  the  rewards  are  greater.  The  Task 
Force  on  Education  for  Ministers  has  worked  very 
hard  in  trying  to  begin  the  process  of  making  available 
to  our  ministers  the  opportunity  of  receiving 
advanced  preparation  above  the  college  level.  This 
fall  the  first  class  is  scheduled  to  be  offered  on  the 
campus  of  Mount  Olive  in  connection  with  Campbell 
University  Divinity  School.  I  encourage  you  to  prayerfully 
consider  being  a  part  of  that  first  class.  More  details 
will  be  given  when  they  become  available.  May  God 
help  each  of  us  to  continue  to  prepare  ourselves  for 
the  ministry  that  is  set  before  us.  A 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    11    February  2006 


gnrst  3octy  of  the  &ree  cWiff  ^Baptists 

by  hoy  Everette  Ballard 


(This  article  is  a  partial  re-print  from  page  5  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  May  15, 1957,  Vol.  72-No.  20. 
The  original  article  was  written  prior  to  Mrs.  Lupton  being  honored  by  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention. 
We  publish  it  this  month  in  honor  of  Women's  History  Month  which  is  in  the  month  of  February.) 


We  would  not  venture  to  say  who 
among  the  many  fine  women  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  is  the  First 
Lady  of  activity  today,  but  we  feel 
that  there  are  grounds  to  assert  that 
Mrs.  Alice  E.  Lupton  has  qualified 
for  the  honor  of  being  declared  our 
First  Lady  of  history.  She  has  the 
unusual  distinction  of  being  hailed 
as  the  founder  of  two  of  our  greatest 
denominational  organizations  of 
today — the  woman's  auxiliary  and 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  League. 

It  is  not  just  because  she  was  the 
founder  of  these  great  organizations, 
however,  that  we  refer  to  her  as  our 
First  Lady.  Most  anybody  can 
become  the  founder  of  an 
organization  when  the  conditions 
are  ready  for  the  founding.  But  long 
before  anybody  can  establish 
anything,  somebody  must  have  a 
vision  of  need  and  the  possibilities 
of  the  thing.  Far  more  than 
remembering  Mrs.  Lupton  for  being 
an  organizer  of  great  movements, 
we  remember  her  for  having  eyes  to 
see,  a  heart  to  understand,  and  a  will 
to  venture  into  unknown  and 
unchartered  fields  for  her  Lord  and 
her  church. 

Early  in  her  life  the  Lord  surely 
fulfilled  in  this  fine  woman  the 
promise  given  through  the  prophet 
Joel,  to  give  vision  in  the  last  days. 
Mrs.  Lupton  looked  out  upon  the 
field  of  her  beloved  church,  and  not 
only  saw  the  field  white  unto 
harvest,  but  she  saw  a  great 
potential  force  for  the  reaping  which 
was  not  only  being  used,  but  in 
many  cases  actually  being  restrained 
from  the  harvest.  This  mighty  force 
was  the  women  of  the  church,  who 
had  never  been  enlisted  in  any 
special  way  for  the  service  of  the 


Lord.  In  her  vision  she  did  not  see 
them  taking  the  place  of  the  men  of 
the  church — for  no  woman  has  been 
farther  from  advocating  women 
usurping  the  places  of  men  than 
she — but  she  saw  them  going  out 
into  corners  of  the  field  unreaped  by 
other  laborers,  like  Ruth  of  old,  to 
glean  the  precious  grain  which 
otherwise  would  fall  to  earth  and 
perish.  Having  been  granted  the 
glorious  privilege  of  being  first  in 
this  vision,  it  was  only  an  aftermath 
of  this  first  that  she  became  first  to 
take  action  in  enlisting  her  sisters  in 
the  service  of  the  Lord. 

It  was  on  the  first  day  of  October 
in  the  year  1907,  that  Mrs.  Lupton 
chalked  up  her  first  in  a  long  series 
of  firsts  in  action  by  organizing  the 
women  of  her  local  church,  St. 
Mary's  Church  of  New  Bern,  into  a 
society  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
the  Lord  in  the  community,  and 
destined  to  be  the  beginning  of  a 
movement  to  become  world-wide  in 
its  influence  and  activity  during  her 
lifetime.  The  group  was  a  small  one. 
There  were  only  six  beside  Mrs. 
Lupton  who  gathered  at  her  home 
for  the  venture  into  an  unchartered 
realm  of  holy  ministry.  But  if  the 
group  was  small  in  size,  it  was  great 
in  faith  and  courage.  Each  of  them 
entered  the  door  of  the  new 
movement  with  eyes  they  resolved 
to  render,  but  eyes  open  also  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  venture.  They  did 
not  expect  to  be  healed  as  heroines, 
but  rather  to  be  branded  as  intruders 
upon  a  domain  considered  by  many 
of  that  day  as  belonging  exclusively 
to  man.  While  they  found  perhaps 
more  men  to  approve  of  their  works 
than  they  had  anticipated, 
nevertheless,  they  had  to  overcome 
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much  prejudice  and  opposition 
before  their  labors  were  accepted 
generally  by  the  church.  But  the 
Lord  was  with  them,  and  today  in 
most  of  our  local  churches  the  work 
of  the  woman  is  gladly  received  as 
a  vital  part  of  the  church  program. 

In  the  year  1927,  our  First  Lady 
became  the  first  president  of  the 
North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention,  which  came  to  radiant 
and  glowing  life  in  a  meeting  of 
women  from  the  various  districts  at 
the  Goldsboro  First  Free  Will  Baptist 
church.  While  several  other  women 
have  held  the  honor  of  being 
president  of  the  state  auxiliary 
convention,  no  one  has  had  a  more 
definite  part  in  its  growth  and 
achievements  through  the  years 
than  the  one  who  first  was  given  the 
helm.  She  was  the  first  to  make 
many  of  the  suggestions  which  have 
helped  to  make  the  convention 
great;  but  she  was  just  as  willing  to 
be  among  the  first  to  recognize  the 
leadership  of  others  in  thought  and 
venture  throughout  the  years. 

Not  only  did  God  grant  in  this 
noble  woman  the  privilege  of  being 
a  first  in  important  things  in  her 
home  church  and  home  state,  but  iin 
the  year  1935,  she  had  the  joy  of 
seeing  the  movement  she  had 
helped  in  such  a  great  way  to 
establish  and  promote,  become  a 
nationwide  organization  in  the 
forming  of  the  National  Free  Will 
Baptist  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention  at  Black  Jack  Church  in 
Pitt  County.  And  once  again  she 
chalked  up  a  first — or  rather  we 
should  say  the  love  and  confidence 
of  her  sisters  from  all  the  states 
chalked  up  a  first  for  her — in  that 
she  was  chosen  as  the  first  president 
of  the  national  convention.  ▲ 


SuriDflY  School  Ministry 


SIXTY-FIFTH  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  INSTITUTE 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  2006 
BUILDING  ON  THE  ROCK: 
TEACHING  AND  LEARNING  FOR  ALL 


Schedule  of  Activities 


8:00  a.m.-9:00  a.m.  Mix,  mingle,  eat,  and  view  displays 

9:00  a.m.-9:40  a.m.  Opening  Assembly,  Registration,  Directions,  and  Awards 

9:50  a.m.-10:50  a.m.  Workshop  Session  1 

11:00  a.m.-12:00  noon  Workshop  Session  2 

12:00  noon-1:00  p.m.  LUNCH,  View  Displays  and  MOC  Bookstore  Open 

1:10  p.m.-2:10  p.m.  Workshop  Session  3 

2:20  p.m.-3:20  p.m.  Workshop  Session  4 

3:30  p.m.-^4:00  p.m.  Closing  Session 


Workshops 


Introduction  to  Psalms — This  work- 
shop, led  by  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  will 
provide  a  brief  introduction  to  the 
book  of  Psalms  since  the  Sunday 
School  lessons  for  March  will  be 
based  on  Scriptures  found  in  Psalms. 

Introduction  to  Job — This  work- 
shop, led  by  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  will 
provide  a  brief  introduction  to  the 
book  of  Job  since  the  Sunday  School 
lessons  for  April  will  be  based  on 
Scriptures  and  the  story  found  in  Job. 

Pastoral  Care  in  the  Small  Member- 
ship Church — This  4-part  workshop, 
led  by  Dr.  Greg  Day,  is  based  on  the 
book  by  the  same  name  by  James  L. 
Killen,  Jr.  In  this  workshop,  Dr.  Day 
will  share  the  basics  of  pastoral  care 
in  the  small  membership  church,  pro- 
vide examples  of  typical  mistakes  a 
pastor  might  make  in  this  setting  and 
how  to  avoid  them,  and  unique  op- 
portunities churches  have  to  be  car- 
ing in  the  communities. 


Computer  Training  for  Elementary 
Teachers — This  workshop,  led  by  the 
Sunday  School  Technology  Training 
Team,  will  be  a  hands-on  opportunity 
for  teachers  of  the  elementary  age  stu- 
dents to  prepare  a  handout  to  accom- 
pany a  Sunday  School  lesson  for 
March,  2006.  There  will  be  a  limit  of 
12  people  in  this  session. 

Computer  Training  for  Teachers  of 
Adults — This  workshop,  led  by  the 
Sunday  School  Technology  Training 
Team,  will  be  a  hands-on  opportunity 
for  teachers  of  adults  to  prepare  a 
handout  to  accompany  a  Sunday 
School  lesson  for  March,  2006.  There 
will  be  a  limit  of  12  people  in  this  ses- 
sion. 

Computer  Training  for  Teachers  of 
Pre-School  Students — This  work- 
shop, led  by  the  Sunday  School  Tech- 
nology Training  Team,  will  be  a 
hands-on  opportunity  for  teachers  of 
preschool  age  students  to  prepare  a 


handout  to  accompany  a  Sunday 
School  lesson  for  March,  2006.  There 
will  be  a  limit  of  12  people  in  this  ses- 
sion. 

Computer  Training  for  Teachers  of 
Teenagers — This  workshop,  led  by 
the  Sunday  School  Technology  Train- 
ing Team,  will  be  a  hands-on  oppor- 
tunity for  teachers  of  teenagers  to 
prepare  a  handout  to  accompany  a 
Sunday  School  lesson  for  March, 
2006.  There  will  be  a  limit  of  12  people 
in  this  session. 

"What's  In  It  for  Me?"— This  work- 
shop, led  by  the  Reverend  Jim 
Hardesty,  will  provide  insight  as  to 
Sunday  School  from  the  student's 
viewpoint. 

"Why  Do  I  Keep  Doing  This?"— 
This  workshop,  led  by  the  Reverend 
Jim  Hardesty,  will  take  a  look  at  Sun- 
day School  from  the  teacher's  view- 
point. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Why  Sunday  School  Is  Good  for  the 
Church — This  workshop,  led  by  the 
Reverend  Jim  Hardesty,  will  examine 
the  importance  of  Sunday  School  in 
the  life  of  the  church. 

Why  Sunday  School  Is  Good  for  the 
Community — This  workshop,  led  by 
the  Reverend  Jim  Hardesty,  will  take 
a  look  at  the  importance  of  Sunday 
School  in  the  church's  outreach  into 
the  community. 

Little  Is  Much  in  the  Hands  of 

God — This  two-part  workshop,  led 
by  Dr.  Timmy  Webber,  will  demon- 
strate how  much  can  be  derived  from 
a  little  if  we  place  our  hands  and  heart 
in  the  hands  of  God. 

Stirring  the  Servants — This  two-part 
workshop,  led  by  Dr.  Timmy  Webber, 
will  help  us  understand  the  implica- 
tions of  being  a  called-out  servant  of 
God. 

The  Worship  T.R.A.P.  (Part  1)— This 
workshop,  led  by  Tony  and  Rhonda 
Pangle  is  designed  for  the  nonprofes- 
sional worship  leader/ music  direc- 
tor. This  session  identifies  four  traps 
of  worship  service  planning.  Topics 
include  horizontal  and  vertical  em- 
phasis, keeping  God  as  your  focus, 
and  developing  a  Bible  foundation 
for  worship  service  planning. 

The  Worship  T.R.A.P  (Part  2)— This 
workshop,  led  by  Tony  and  Rhonda 
Pangle,  teaches  participants  how  to 
evaluate  the  elements  of  worship  ser- 
vices in  order  to  avoid  getting  caught 
in  the  worship  traps  identified  in  Part  1. 

Music  in  Worship  and  Beyond — 

This  workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Angel 
Lorton,  will  help  the  participants 
understand  that  the  ministry  of  mu- 
sic is  more  than  just  picking  out  a 
song  to  sing.  Music  is  a  vital  part  of 
worship  in  praise  and  adoration  to 
God.  The  leader  will  discuss  the  type 
of  music  used  for  various  occasions 
in  the  church's  program. 

Ministry  to  the  Nursery  Age  Chil- 
dren From  Birth  to  Age  2 — This 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Gracie  Jones 
and  Mrs.  Joann  Windley,  will  provide 


developmental  characteristics,  needs, 
and  techniques  of  teaching  children 
of  nursery  age. 

Teaching  and  Loving  the  Preschool 
Child — This  workshop,  led  by  Mrs. 
Jeanne  Brown,  will  focus  on  charac- 
teristics of  the  preschool  child,  strat- 
egies for  teaching,  and  meeting  the 
child's  needs. 

Understanding/Teaching  the  El- 
ementary Child — This  two-part 
hands-on  workshop,  led  by  Mrs. 
Donna  Whitfield,  will  focus  on  char- 
acteristics, attitudes,  and  methods  for 
meeting  the  needs  of  elementary  age 
children  as  they  participate  in  Sun- 
day School  and  other  organizations. 

Ministry  to  and  for  Middle 
Schoolers — This  workshop,  led  by 
Mrs.  Wanda  Taylor,  will  provide  char- 
acteristics of  the  middle  school  age 
young  person,  methods  for  teaching 
them,  and  strategies  for  involving 
them  in  the  service  of  the  church.  She 
will  also  demonstrate  the  preparation 
of  a  Sunday  School  lesson  for  this  age 
group. 

Ministry  to  the  Teens — This  two- 
part  workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Kitty 
Barnes,  will  provide  information  to 
those  who  work  with  teens  with  re- 
gard to  developmental  characteris- 
tics, needs,  and  teaching  techniques 
that  will  enhance  their  understand- 
ing of  the  presence  of  God  in  their 
lives. 

Understanding  and  Teaching  Col- 
lege and  Career  Age  Adults  (Ages 
18-30) — This  two-part  workshop,  led 
by  the  Reverend  Kelley  Smart  and 
Ms.  Marci  Rollins-Smart,  will  focus 
on  developmental  characteristics, 
needs,  and  teaching  strategies  for  the 
young  adult  in  our  society  today. 

Teaching  Adults  Over  30 — This 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Brenda  Best, 
will  examine  the  developmental  char- 
acteristics, needs,  and  teaching  tech- 
niques for  those  adults  over  30  as  they 
reach  their  middle  and  senior  adult 
years. 
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Ministry  To  and  For  Senior  Citi- 
zens— This  workshop,  led  by  the 
Reverend  Troy  Lee,  Jr.,  will  focus  on 
understanding  the  needs  of  senior 
citizens  today  and  some  possible 
strategies  and/ or  activities  that  have 
proven  successful  for  the  church 
which  he  serves. 

Aging  with  Understanding — This 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Anne  Peele, 
will  focus  on  the  various  aspects  of 
Medicare,  with  an  emphasis  on  Plan 
D  (the  prescription  plan).  She  will 
help  us  be  more  knowledgeable  as  we 
make  decisions  for  our  future. 

Dementia  and  the  Faith  Based  Com- 
munity— This  two-part  workshop, 
led  by  Mrs.  Joann  Windley,  will  fo- 
cus on  our  understanding  the  irre- 
versible deterioration  of  our  intellec- 
tual faculties.  As  our  congregations 
grow  in  age,  we  need  to  be  more 
aware  than  ever  of  the  church's  re- 
sponsibility for  aiding  not  only  the 
one  affected  but  the  caregiver  as  well. 

Utilizing  Free  Will  Baptist  Litera- 
ture to  the  Fullest  Extent — This 
workshop,  led  by  Ms.  Marci  Rollins- 
Smart,  will  assist  teachers  in  under- 
standing the  rationale  behind  the 
side-bars  that  are  in  the  teachers' 
materials.  The  side-bars  are  closely 
aligned  with  the  Uniform  Lesson  Se- 
ries, the  objectives,  and  other  assists 
that  accompany  the  lessons.  These 
"helps"  are  designed  to  assist  in  the 
preparation  of  lessons  to  maximize 
student  learning. 

Wheels  on  Fire  for  Christ  Ministry — 

This  session,  led  by  Mr.  Scott  Broad- 
way and  his  wife,  Erin,  is  designed 
to  share  the  rationale  behind  his  min- 
istry and  hopes  for  the  future  as  they 
travel  conducting  motivational  meet- 
ings for  youth  and  adults. 

Marketing  the  Church  Through 
Print  Media — This  workshop,  led  by 
the  Reverend  Ronnie  Van  Hobgood 
and  Ms.  Ann  Smith,  is  designed  to 
provide  insight  as  to  the  importance 
of  well-designed  bulletins,  invita- 
tions, special  programs,  etc.  that 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


represent  the  local  church.  We  all 
should  know  that  we  only  get  a  very 
few  opportunities  to  make  a  first  im- 
pression on  the  public  and  the  print 
media  is  so  vital. 

Set  Free  to  Serve — This  session,  led 
by  Mr.  Ed  Avery  and  Mr.  Jimmy 
Spear  is  designed  for  two  laymen  to 
share  their  ideas  on  the  doors  of  op- 
portunity that  are  opened  in  one's  life 
when  we  give  ourselves  over  to  the 
will  of  God.  These  two  gentlemen 
will  talk  about  how  their  belief  in  God 
has  enabled  them  to  go  and  do  more 
than  they  had  ever  thought  possible. 

Ten  Steps  in  Creating  a  First  Impres- 
sion (With  Emphasis  on  Minis- 
ters)— This  workshop,  led  by  the 
Reverend  Tim  Heath  and  the  Rever- 
end David  Charles  Hansley,  will  pro- 
vide practical  information  to  the  min- 
ister about  etiquette  with  regard  to 
visiting,  greeting  the  public,  funeral 
demeanor,  folding  the  Christian  and/ 


or  the  American  flag,  appropriate 
dress  code  for  various  occasions,  etc. 

Ten  Steps  in  Creating  a  First  Impres- 
sion (With  Emphasis  on  the  Ushers 
and  Greeters) — This  workshop,  led 
by  the  Reverend  Tim  Heath  and  the 
Reverend  David  Charles  Hansley, 
will  provide  practical  information 
needed  by  the  ushers  and  greeters  (in 
the  parking  lot  and  vestibule).  For 
many  churches,  the  greeters  and  ush- 
ers are  the  first  people  to  meet  the 
public;  there  should  be  a  code  of  con- 
duct to  create  a  positive  impression. 

Visionary  Ladies — This  two-part 
workshop,  led  by  Mrs.  Carolyn 
Jernigan  and  Miss  Becky  Jo  Sumner, 
will  help  us  understand  the  reason- 
ing behind  the  organization  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary.  There  have  been 
many  ladies  down  through  the  years 
who  have  contributed  to  the  formu- 
lation and  implementation  of  the  bib- 
lical principles  that  have  driven  the 


Woman's  Auxiliary  for  many  years. 
The  workshop  leaders  will  provide  a 
brief  look  at  the  history  of  this  move- 
ment and  what  it  has  meant  to  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomina- 
tion. 

Stewardship  in  the  Life  of  a  Teen- 
ager— This  track,  designed  especially 
for  teenagers,  will  be  led  by  the  Rev- 
erend John  Hill.  The  interactive  dis- 
cussion will  be  implemented  during 
the  entire  day  and  will  help  the  teens 
understand  more  about  themselves 
and  how  they  can  be  of  service  to  God 
through  their  church  and  community. 

Stewardship  Activities  for  Young 
Children — There  will  be  activities 
provided  for  children  from  age  4 
through  12  in  two  separate  groups. 
The  children  ages  4-8  will  be  led  by 
Mrs.  Vickie  Wade  and  Mrs.  Laura 
Monroe.  The  children  ages  9-12  will 
be  led  by  Mrs.  Michelle  Sauter. 
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SIXTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  INSTITUTE 

FEBRUARY  25,  2006 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE,  MOUNT  OLIVE,  NC 

THEME:  Building  On  the  Rock  Through 
Teaching  and  Learning 

Workshops  and  Activities  for  All  Ages 
Registration  Fee  to  Cover  All  Materials  and  Food: 
$5  per  person  ages  4-12; 
$15  per  person  ages  13  and  up 
or  a  maximum  cost  of  $60  per  church 

36  Different  Opportunities  for  Learning  Activities 

Time:  8  A.M.-4  p.m. 

All  gather  in  Murphy  Center  for  continental  breakfast. 


Come  and  join  us  at  Mount  Olive  College 
on  Saturday,  February  25, 2006! 
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OfWD  IriTERMATIOIIflL 


I  DON'T  NEED  IT 

A  faithful  prayer  warrior  and  supporter  of  Foreign  Missions  sent  me  the  following  letter  on  January  3,  2006: 
Harold, 

I  don't  want  to  cause  any  trouble,  but  can  I  please  send  this  extra  offering  to  Willem  to  buy  "soup"  for  those  he  feeds — or 
whatever.  I  gave  Hunter  money  for  Christmas,  but  he  didn 't  want  it.  He  said  he  had  some  already.  I  said,  "But  your  name  is  on 
it!"  He  told  me  to  erase  it  and  send  it  to  some  poor  children — later  he  said  in  Africa — Bulgaria  would  be  ok.  I  was  so  touched 
that  he  wanted  to  give  it  away,  but  hurt  that  he  didn't  want  it. 

The  Lord  reminded  me  that  Willem  feeds  people  and  there's  always  a  need.  I  want  to  tell  Hunter  that  I'm  sending  some 
money  to  buy  food  for  those  children  because  he  wanted  me  to. 

Thank  you  for  your  help.  I  hope  it's  not  a  problem. 

God  bless!  Gladys  Avery  and  Hunter  Corbett 
(Hunter  is  the  grandson  of  Gladys  Avery.  He  is  only  4  and  a  half  years  old.  He  is  the  son  of  Laura  and  Marty  Corbett  and  the 
big  brother  of  Samantha.  They  attend  the  Winterville  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.) 

This  touched  my  heart  to  hear  of  one  so  young  wanting  to  share  with  those  who  have  so  little.  We  could  all  learn 
a  valuable  lesson  from  this.  God  has  blessed  us  so  richly  yet  how  often  do  we  think  about  sharing  with  those  who 
are  in  need? 


GREETINGS  FROM  PIEDRAS  NEGRAS,  MEXICO 

]une  ii-i8,  2005 

by  Rachel  Langley  Embler 


We  arrived  in 
Piedras  just  in 
time  for  the  Sun- 
day evening  ser- 
vice,  which  is 
actually  equiva- 
lent to  our  Sun- 
day morning 
service  in  the 
U.S.  We  were  at  the  Prince  of  Peace 
Church  where  David,  Betty,  Genesis, 
and  Loida  live.  Over  the  past  couple 
of  summers,  I  stayed  with  them  for 
several  weeks.  I  don't  think  that's 
going  to  work  out  this  summer,  but 
it  was  really  good  to  see  them! 

The  house  Chris  and  I  stayed  in 
was  an  extra  house  that  one  of  the 
church  members  just  used  on  the 
weekend  when  their  grandchildren 
came  from  Texas.  We  originally 
thought  that  we  would  be  staying  in 
one  of  the  parsonages  near  some  of 
our  Mexican  brothers  and  sisters.  In- 
stead, we  were  really  far  away  from 


everything  and  everyone  who  we 
knew.  At  first,  we  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  way  for  us  to  meet  new 
people  and  invite  them  to  church.  It 
was  so  late  and  we  were  so  tired 
when  we  got  home  that  we  weren't 
able  to  meet  anyone.  We  did,  how- 
ever, pray  for  the  neighborhood  daily. 

It  has  been  really  different  having 
Chris  here  with  me  and  not  staying 
with  the  people.  I  have  a  very  differ- 
ent appreciation  for  what  the  men  do 
now.  Chris  is  in  pretty  good  shape, 
but  he  came  home  exhausted  every- 
day! He  said,  "Don't  forget  the  sun- 
screen," because  it  was  around  120 
degrees  in  the  sun  most  of  the  day 
while  they  worked.  The  men  put  a 
new  roof  on  the  Emmanuel  Church, 
and  the  women  did  women's  Bible 
study  and  Bible  school  at  the  Jordan 
Church.  Since  we  spent  more  time 
with  the  team  members  than  I  usu- 
ally do,  I  was  able  to  witness  the  in- 
credible changes  God  was  making  in 


them.  He  was  breaking  down  barri- 
ers of  prejudice  and  indifference  and 
restoring  them  with  love  and  mercy! 
It  brought  tears  to  my  eyes  on  sev- 
eral different  occasions! 

God  continues  stretching  me — I'm 
thankful  because  I  know  that  means 
He  is  causing  me  to  grow.  Mrs. 
Timmons  was  not  with  us  this  week. 
She  fell  a  little  while  ago  and  broke 
her  hip.  She  wants  to  be  with  us  and 
we  miss  her  a  lot!  Normally  I  trans- 
late for  the  kids,  and  she  translates 
for  the  women's  Bible  study.  I  was 
extremely  nervous  about  translating 
for  the  women,  but  because  of  the 
book  Chris  and  I  were  reading,  I 
knew  that  was  the  Devil.  So  I  prayed 
before  I  translated,  and  during  my 
translating  when  there  was  a  pause, 
that  Christ  would  have  the  victory.  I 
could  feel  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  coming  over  me — giving  me 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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His  words  and  comforting  my  anxi- 
eties. It  was  absolutely  incredible  to 
experience.  The  lessons  were  so  pow- 
erful! The  women  shared  on  Thurs- 
day, and  they  understood  what  was 
said  and  were  learning!  God  is  so 
powerful! 

As  always,  I  seem  to  be  more  aware 
of  the  things  God  is  teaching  me  daily. 
On  our  way  out  of  Piedras  Negras  I 
was  thinking  to  myself  how  things 
usually  go  my  way  when  I'm  travel- 
ing in  Mexico  more  so  than  they  do 
in  the  U.S.  Let's  just  say  God  gave  me 
a  very  jolting  wake-up  call  to  remind 
me  that  He  is  the  one  who  controls 
everything!  If  things  go  smoothly  it's 
all  because  of  the  people  who  are 
praying  and  His  protective  care.  I 
quickly  began  thanking  Him,  and  I 
will  be  careful  to  remember  that  He 
is  the  only  one  worthy  of  praise!  We 
are  nothing  without  Him! 

Friday  afternoon  we  were  finally 
on  our  way  to  Rosita;  my  place  of  rest 
during  the  summer;  my  home  away 
from  home;  mi  familia  Mexicana  (my 
Mexican  family)!  Because  of  the  de- 
lays as  we  were  leaving  Piedras,  we 
arrived  in  Allende  (the  checkpoint 
where  you  get  your  visa  and  permis- 
sion for  your  car)  around  9:30  or 


10  p.m.  We  stood  in  line  for  30  or  45 
minutes  only  to  find  out  that  we 
couldn't  get  permission  for  the  car 
because  the  title  is  still  in  his  dad's 
name  and  we  had  no  way  of  proving 
that  Paul  Conley  Embler  was  Chris 
Conley  Embler 's  dad  without  Chris's 
birth  certificate.  Now  it  was  ap- 
proaching 11  p.m.,  and  we  are  in  the 
middle  of  No  Where,  Mexico!  The 
lady  politely  informed  us  that  we 
could  have  the  birth  certificate  faxed 
to  us.  "Ha!"  we  thought,  "How  in  the 
world  would  we  ever  find  a  fax?"  The 
directions  the  lady  gave  us  were  of 
no  help  since  we  didn't  know  where 
we  were.  Chris  was  pretty  frustrated 
by  all  of  it  at  first,  but  as  we  drove 
and  talked,  we  both  realized  that  God 
was  in  control  of  even  this  situation 
and  it  was  pretty  fun  trying  to  find  a 
fax  machine  in  the  middle  of  the 
night.  Finally,  we  found  a  hotel  in  this 
tiny  town  of  Nava.  Knowing  that 
they  didn't  have  a  fax  machine,  we 
went  in  and  asked  anyway.  Much  to 
our  astonishment,  they  did  have  a 
machine  and  the  man  was  willing  to 
let  us  use  it!  Then  we  called  Chris's 
parents  who  "just  so  happened"  to 
have  a  fax  machine  at  their  house, 
and  Chris's  mom  was  able  to  fax  it  to 


us  within  minutes!  How  incredible  is 
our  God?  We  were  also  able  to  have 
a  very  interesting  conversation  with 
the  man  in  the  office  about  life  and 
death.  (We  didn't  get  his  name,  but 
be  praying  for  his  salvation.)  After 
what  seemed  like  forever,  we  finally 
made  it  back  to  Allene  to  wait  in  the 
line  again!  This  time  we  were  right 
behind  a  couple  from  San  Antonio. 
The  man  was  hilarious,  and  were 
calming  down  about  the  food  and 
Mexican  way  of  life.  This  was  his  first 
trip  to  Mexico,  and  he  was  nervous. 
So,  God  put  us  there  to  talk  with  this 
couple  and  enjoy  a  few  laughs  as 
well.  (We  finally  figured  out  why  the 
lines  were  so  long.  It  was  the  Friday 
before  Father's  Day  and  everyone 
was  coming  in  to  see  their  dads.)  We 
finally  arrived  in  Rosita  around  1:30 
a.m.,  making  the  normally  two  hour 
drive  into  seven  hours,  but  we  were 
able  to  rest  on  Saturday,  so  it  was  just 
fine. 

Next  week,  it  looks  like  we  will  be 
in  Saltillo  and  Monclova.  A  special 
thanks  to  the  Winterville/ Wilson 
team.  It  was  great  working  with  you! 

May  God  bless  you  all  and  keep 
you  until  we  see  you  again! 

We  love  you!  Chris  and  Rachel 


The  year 
2005  has 
been  a  year 
with  many 
natural  ca- 
lamities. 
During  two 
months  in  a 
row,  Janu- 
ary and  Feb- 


ruary, we  continuously  saw  the  mis- 
eries which  the  Tsunami  caused  in 
Asia  at  the  end  of  December  2004. 
Throughout  the  whole  year  2005  our 
attention  was  caught  by  eruptions  of 
volcano's  on  several  continents, 
floods  in  Latin  America,  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Europe,  earth- 
quakes in  Iran  and  several  countries 
in  Africa,  the  worst  in  Pakistan,  hur- 
ricanes in  the  South  of  the  U.S.A., 


CAN  WE  FORGET? 

by  Willem  var  der  Plas 

while  China  and  Japan  were  hit  sev- 
eral times  by  floods  and  earthquakes. 
The  misery,  suffered  by  children, 
youth,  their  parents,  and  old  people 
was  brought  into  our  rooms  by  tele- 
vision regularly  throughout  the  year. 

We  have  seen  miracles  that  hap- 
pened and  heard  testimonies  of  those 
who  survived,  faithful  believers  in 
God,  people  from  all  over  the  world. 
They  are  the  practical  witnesses  who 
learned  to  believe  in  Christ  through 
Missions  who  reached  out  to  them. 
Those  who  live  with  us  on  this  vul- 
nerable earth  and  who  were  not 
touched  and  were  not  filled  with 
compassion  miss  the  right  spirit  of 
love. 

Few  outsiders  know,  however,  that 
there  were  also  heavy  storms  and 
floods  in  Bulgaria,  the  first  on  the  8th 
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of  August  and  the  last  one  in  the 
middle  of  October.  Twenty-two  coun- 
ties were  hit.  During  the  period  of  one 
month,  25%  of  the  population  had  no 
electricity,  water,  and  telephone. 
Roads  are  destroyed  and  many  hus- 
bandry animals  died.  It  is  a  wonder 
that  only  22  persons  lost  their  lives. 
The  damages  are  exceeding  630  mil- 
lion US  dollars.  From  the  TV,  we 
learned  that  80%  of  Bulgaria  has  been 
suffering  the  floods.  These  catastro- 
phes did  not  reach  the  international 
television. 

Only  one  hour  driving  from 
Balchik  hundreds  of  people  were 
forced  to  leave  their  homes  by  the 
devastating  water  torrents.  The  dam- 
ages only  in  that  relative  small 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


region /county  were  over  $23  million 
US  dollars;  caused  by  waves  of  7  to 
15  feet  high.  Two  hundred  thirty  li- 
ters of  rain  were  measured  per  square 
meter,  which  is  more  than  50  gallons 
per  square  yard.  Fields  changed  into 
vast  lakes,  while  the  water  has  been 
rising  unto  and  sometimes  over  the 
roofs  of  the  houses.  Many  people  left 
their  homes  to  save  their  lives  with- 
out taking  anything,  because  they 
had  no  time  for  it.  Besides,  they  were 
not  warned,  neither  informed,  be- 
cause this  much  rain  never  occurred 
in  their  lives. 

The  government  helped  the  people 
whose  houses  were  damaged,  but  all 
the  people  who  had  built  illegally  in 
the  past  did  not  receive  any  support 
to  rebuild  or  restore  their  shacks. 

On  Saturday,  October  8,  we  went 
to  Shabla  to  take  some  pictures.  At 
the  time  we  left  the  sun  was  shining 
in  Balchik.  Not  far  from  our  town, 
near  Kavarna,  it  began  to  rain  and 
before  we  could  reach  Shabla  we 
were  not  able  to  drive  faster  than 
about  10  miles  per  hour.  The  roads 
were  flooded;  we  could  not  see  more 
than  some  yards  ahead  of  us.  Again 
heavy  rains  poured  down,  which 
reached  the  roofs  of  the  houses  in  the 
valleys  in  the  region  of  Shabla.  The 
rain  came  down  like  a  curtain.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  poorest  people  live 
in  the  lowest  parts  of  the  country. 
Most  of  those  people  did  not  receive 
any  support  because  they  violated 
the  law  by  building  illegal  houses  and 
their  properties  were  not  registered 
at  the  municipality  office. 

Some  weeks  later  we  went  there 


again,  trying  to  take  some  pictures, 
but  the  people  were  very  hostile  and 
refused  us  to  use  our  cameras.  They 
told  us,  "Come  back  when  we  have  a 
celebration  party  and  do  not  take  pic- 
tures of  our  misery.  If  you  do  it,  you 
will  be  in  big  trouble."  Understand- 
able. We  honored  their  demand,  be- 
cause they  refused  to  make  their 
problems  and  troubles  a  sensation  to 
others.  We  looked  to  them  while  they 
were  restoring  their  homes  with  the 
rubble  they  could  gather  to  have  a 
closed  roof  above  their  heads  before 
the  winter  arrives  with  freezing 
winds  and  blizzards. 

Few  of  our  people  in  Balchik  were 
having  damages  on  their  houses. 
They  could  face  those  minor  prob- 
lems and  were  helping  one  another 
with  the  repairs.  Many  of  them  lost 
their  firewood  that  was  taken  by  the 
flood. 

One  Gypsy  woman  came  to  our  of- 
fice and  Tezdjan  asked  her,  "How  do 
you  do?"  she  answered  with  a  smile, 
"We  are  doing  fine,  we  even  have  air- 
conditioning  nowadays."  "Air-condi- 
tioning, how  do  you  come  to  that?" 
"By  the  storms  and  the  rains;  in  the 
daytime  we  see  the  sky  and  in  the 
night  we  see  the  stars  from  our  bed." 
This  is  Gypsy  humor;  a  tear  and 
laughter  at  the  same  time  and  that 
keeps  them  strong  in  heavy  times. 

We  could  take  some  pictures  of 
houses  which  were  still  abandoned 
in  the  third  week  of  October,  but  we 
had  to  be  careful  not  to  move  the  cam- 
eras to  the  houses  where  the  people 
were  living.  That  is  private  territory 
and  of  such  you  do  not  take  pictures 


as  outsiders. 

I  have  been  touched  by  the  attitude 
and  behavior  of  the  people  we  met, 
because  they  understood  that  their 
problems  were  caused  by  the  nature 
and  they  consider  the  nature  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  Allah.  Compare  this  at- 
titude with  the  sensational  broadcast- 
ing of  our  Western  press-bureaus, 
which  report  grieving  miseries  of  the 
victims  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other 
side  severe  accusations  against  indi- 
viduals who  have  been  making  mis- 
takes in  decision  taking,  instead  serv- 
ing the  public  by  warnings  and  pro- 
viding ultimate  protection  the  people 
against  the  expected  danger  caused 
by  wind  and  water. 

Up  to  now  many  people  are  trying 
to  leave  their  homes  repaired  to  keep 
the  fierce  cold  outside.  We  ask  you  to 
pray  for  the  victims  of  calamities  all 
over  the  world,  also  for  those  in  Bul- 
garia, please  do  not  forget  them,  and 
do  not  forget  us  who  represent  you 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Few  fami- 
lies we  supported  with  some  little 
personal  help  and  many  we  could  en- 
courage to  make  the  best  out  of  it,  to 
help  one  another,  not  to  give  up. 
Brother  Andrew,  the  famous  Bible 
smuggler  and  former  director  of 
Open  Doors,  emphasized  recently 
during  an  interview  on  TV:  "All 
people  on  earth  need  attention  that 
comes  from  God's  children  and  we 
ought  to  approach  them  with  LOVE 
and  CARE." 

Can  we  ever  forget  the  powers  of 
the  nature,  which  we  have  seen  in  the 
past  year?  How  do  we  perceive 
them? 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  ANNUAL  TELETHON 

AND 

DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  REVIVAL 
AND  WORLD  MISSIONS 
MARCH  26,  2006 
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FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
ANNUAL  TELETHON 
SUNDAY  MARCH  26, 2006 


O  FIAf  B 


INTERN  ATI  II NAI 

FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

P.O.  Box  39 

Ayden,  NC  28513 
252.746.4963 


Dear  Lord,  Help  us  reach  the  Philippines,  Mexico,  Nepal,  India,  Bangledesh,  Bulgaria,  and 
the  nations  of  the  Earth.  The  Telethon  and  Day  of  Prayer  for  Revival  and  World  Missions  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  remember  the  nations  of  the  Earth  through  prayer  and  giving. 

Day  of  Prayer  for  Revival 
and  World  Missions  •  March  26, 2006 

PRAY  DAILY  FOR  THIS  GOAL. 

CALL  IN  YOUR  SPECIAL  OFFERING  BETWEEN  1:30  p.m.  1 5:30  p.m. 

252-746-4963 

Goal  2006:  A  total  of  $190,000  in  gifts  on  Telethon  Sunday.  THANK  YOU  FOR 
YOUR  GIFT  ON  TELETHON  SUNDAY. 


PRA  YER  GOAL  MARCH  26, 2006:  AH  churches  pining  together  in  united  prayer  during 
the  Morning  Worship  Hour  in  one  accord  for  revival.  LET  US  PRA  Y! 


Children's  Nome 


RENOVATION  PROJECT 
MEMORIAL  CHAPEL  FWB  CHURCH 


Existing  Memorial  Chapel  FWB  Church 

As  we  begin  2006,  we  begin  our 
86th  year  of  providing  a  "Christian 
Home  for  Boys  and  Girls."  As  we 
look  back  in  the  past,  we  see  we  have 
been  richly  blessed,  and  as  we  look 
toward  the  future,  we  do  so  with 
great  expectation  for  greater  things  as 
we  minister  in  His  name. 

Our  church,  Memorial  Chapel,  is  a 
beautiful,  functional  chapel,  but  more 
so,  it  is  the  center  of  our  spiritual 
commitment  to  God  to  provide  for 
His  children,  not  only  their  physical 
needs,  but  their  spiritual  needs  as 
well.  Our  goal  for  2006  is  to  add  a 
covered  stoop  to  the  front  entrance 
of  the  Chapel,  with  a  handicap  acces- 
sible ramp  with  rails,  and  a  paved 
parking  lot.  These  additions  will 
make  Memorial  Chapel  more  acces- 
sible during  inclement  weather,  and 
more  accessible  for  our  residents, 
staff,  and  visitors  with  special  needs, 
as  well  as  compliment  the  beauty  of 
the  Chapel. 

During  the  early  1950s,  the  Chil- 
dren's Home  experienced  a  facelift. 
New  cottages  were  built,  and  the  ad- 
ministration building  was  added. 
Another  dream  that  was  realized  was 
the  building  of  a  chapel  on  campus. 
After  several  years  of  construction, 
Memorial  Chapel  was  completed  in 
1952.  In  1977,  twenty-five  years  lat- 
er^ steeple  with  a  five-foot  cross  was 


erected  on  top  of  the  church.  Since 
that  time,  routine  maintenance,  along 
with  minor  repairs  and  additions 
have  been  carried  out  as  necessary. 
These  included  ceiling  insulation,  in- 
stallation of  storm  windows,  new 
heating  system,  restoration  of  the 
baptistery,  glass  entry  doors,  land- 
scaping, and  most  recently,  a  new 
roof  and  exterior  paint. 

The  estimated  cost  for  this  build- 


ing project  is  $51,000.  The  tentative 
plans  are  as  shown  in  the  drawings. 
We  need,  and  are  asking  for  your  help 
to  complete  this  project.  Please  des- 
ignate your  donation  as  "Memorial 
Chapel  renovation.  This  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  church  groups  to 
work  together  on  a  worthy  project. 
We  look  forward  to  your  prayers  and 
your  support  as  we  start  renovations 
to  Memorial  Chapel  on  March  1, 2006. 


CFRONT  ELEVATION 

A1> 


SCALE:  1/8*°1'-0" 


EXISTING  BLDG 


i  T  FIBERGLASS  COLS 


LEFT  ELEVATION 

SCALE:  1/8*=  V-O* 


NEW  S-CTKKP RAMP  - 


NEW  HDCP  3APCE3  - 


NEW  SIDEWALK 


r-<r  w-& 


REMOVE  EX1ST1NO  CONC 
WALK  UNDER  NEW  PORCH 


FLOOR  PLAN 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    21    February  2006 


THANKS 

Christmas  is  truly  a  time  of  sharing  and  giving.  This  was  shown  many  times  throughout  the  2005  year,  and  espe- 
cially through  the  month  of  December.  Many  churches,  individuals,  and  businesses  came  by  to  drop  off  gifts  for  the 
residents,  and  other  needed  items  for  the  Home.  We  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  ALL  who  helped  make  Christmas  at 
the  Children's  Home  a  joyous  and  memorable  occasion  for  the  children  we  serve,  and  for  making  the  year  2005  great. 


Wilson  First  Church — Members  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  donated  dishes  and 
homemade  tablecloths. 


Shirley  Sellers  and  Irene  Braswell,  mem- 
bers of  Tee's  Chapel  Church  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary dropped  off  Christmas  gifts  for  the 
residents. 


Gale  Yarborough  and  Linda  Herring, 
members  ofWltite  Oak  Grove  Church,  pre- 
sented Gary  Lee  with  Bath  &  Body  Works 
gift  bags  for  the  residents. 


Does  Your  Church  Need  Money? 

(This  article  is  a  partial  re-print  from  pp.  4-5  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  February  25,  1953,  Vol.  68,  No.  8). 


"Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,"  is  an  old  adage 
which  has  proved  to  be  true  in  the  case  of  the  Church  Fi- 
nance Association  of  North  Carolina. 

In  1940,  the  Smithfield  Church  was  badly  in  debt  with  no 
money.  The  loss  of  the  church  property  was  imminent.  But 
God  intervened  by  moving  upon  the  hearts  of  several  men. 
As  a  result  of  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  a  desire 
to  help  the  Smithfield  Church  and  other 
churches  under  like  circumstances,  the  idea 
of  the  Church  Finance  Association  was 
conceived.  Some  of  the  men  who  were 
used  of  God  to  found  this  great  organiza- 
tion were  the  Revs.  James  A.  Evans,  L.  H. 
Wetherington,  J.  R.  Bennett,  J.  W.  Alford, 

G.  C.  Joyner,  M.  L.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Kirby 
West. 

Out  of  a  discussion  of  the  Executive  Com 
mittee  of  the  State  Convention  of  North  Caro- 
lina a  meeting  was  called  to  consider  the  problem  at  the 
Goldsboro  Church  on  April  9,  1940.  At  this  meeting  plans 
were  made  for  the  writing  of  a  charter  and  the  getting  of  the 
charter  approved  by  the  state.  The  Revs.  James  A.  Evans,  L. 

H.  Wetherington,  J.  W.  Alford  was  the  committee  appointed 
to  do  this  work.  The  temporary  offices  elected  at  this  meet- 
ing were  the  Rev.  James  A.  Evans,  president;  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Alford,  secretary;  and  the  Rev.  M.  L.  Johnson,  treasurer.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  to  have  another  meeting  as  soon  as 
the  charter  could  be  drafted. 

The  Rev.  M.  L.  Johnson  tells  that  in  this  first  meeting  only 
$30  was  raised.  Realizing  his  responsibility,  Mr.  Johnson  took 
the  money  home  with  him  and  slept  with  it  under  his 


\oid.e.rL 
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pillow.  One  wonders  if  he  dreamed  about  the  great  good 
that  was  to  be  accomplished  by  an  organization  that  had  such 
little  finance  in  the  beginning. 

The  group  was  called  together  by  the  president  on  April 
29, 1940,  at  the  Goldsboro  Church.  At  this  meeting  the  char- 
ter which  had  been  approved  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
on  April  24,  1940,  was  approved  and  the  organization  be- 
came a  legal  non-profit  corporation  autho- 
rized by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  as  a 
lending  agency. 

At  the  April  29  meeting,  the  group 
elected  permanent  officers  as  follows: 
president,  the  Rev.  James  A.  Evans;  vice- 
president,  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Bennett;  secretary, 
the  Rev.  L.  H.  Wetherington;  and  treasurer, 
the  Rev.  M.  L.  Johnson. 
The  work  of  the  Association  has  not  been 
confined  to  the  use  of  its  own  stock.  Through 
the  years  money  has  been  borrowed  from  banks  and  indi- 
viduals and  made  available  to  the  churches  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest. 

During  the  first  thirteen  years  of  its  existence,  the  Asso- 
ciation made  loans  to  35  churches  and  church  affiliated  or- 
ganizations. Some  of  the  churches  and  organizations  that 
made  use  of  the  services  of  the  Association  during  the  first 
thirteen  years  are:  Smithfield,  Wilson,  Bridgeton,  Lee's 
Chapel,  Bethel,  Jacksonville,  Wooten's  Chapel,  Beaufort, 
White  Oak,  Morehead  City,  Holly  springs,  Rocky  Mount, 
New  Hope,  Cramerton,  Gastonia  First  Church,  Fifth  Avenue 
of  Gastonia,  Lowell,  St.  Paul,  Goldsboro,  Cragmont  Assem- 
bly, and  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 
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Church  financE  Association 


NOTICE  OF  ANNUAL  MEETING 
FOR  THOSE  HOLDING  MEMBERSHIPS  IN 
THE  CHURCH  FINANCE  ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL  MEETING  TO  BE  HELD 
Fehruary  14,  2006 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Membership  of  the  Church  Finance  Association,  Inc.  will  be  held  as  follows: 

Place:  Pilgrim  Home  FWB  Church 

Dover,  North  Carolina 
Date:  February  14,  2006 

Time:  10:30  a.m. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is: 

1)  To  review  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association  and  to  act  on  the  financial  report. 

2)  The  election  of  one  (1)  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  hold  office  for  a  term  of  five  years. 

3)  The  transaction  of  any  other  business  which  may  properly  come  before  the  meeting. 

You  are  urged  to  attend  the  meeting  in  person.  However,  membership  holders  who  do  not  expect  to  attend  are 
requested  to  sign,  date,  and  return  the  proxy  provided.  The  execution  of  this  proxy  will  not  affect  your  right  to 
revoke  such  proxy  or  to  vote  in  person  should  you  later  decide  to  attend  the  meeting. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
Hubert  S.  Burress,  Secretary 


(RACMoriT  Assembly 


CRAGMONT  COOK-OFF  2006 
Feed  a  Friend — Feed  A  Soul 

Over  the  last  two  years,  twenty  churches  have  raised  over  $25,000  for 
Cragmont  by  simply  giving  us  a  day  and  having  a  fund-raising  event. 
Please  consider  planning  a  cook-off  event  for  your  church  or  organization 
during  2006.  You  plan  your  menu,  sell  tickets  if  you  like — whatever  fits 
your  church  and  community.  You  simply  send  the  proceeds  from  that  one 
event  to  Cragmont.  Remember  "When  you  feed  a  friend  in  your  commu- 
nity through  this  event — you  feed  a  soul  on  the  mountain."  What's  the 
price  of  a  young  person's  soul  worth  to  you? 
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PARTNERSHIP  IN  MINISTRY 
DEACON/PASTOR  ENRICHMENT  SEMINAR 

March  23-25,  2006 

Seminar  Leader:  Dr.  David  Hines 
Seminar  Focus:  Spiritual  Leadership 


Cost:  $100  per  person  (double  occupancy).  Includes  all  meals  and  Main  Building  lodging. 

($85  per  person  dorm  lodging) 

Name  

Address  

City,  State,  Zip  

Telephone  

Return  with  $50  deposit  (balance  due  upon  arrival)  to:  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
Make  checks  payable  to  Cragmont.  For  further  information,  call  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  670-8424. 


2006  CALENDAR 


AVAILABLE  TO  VISIT 


April  21-23 
May  23-25 
June  5-10 
June  12-17 


March  23-25 


Cragmont  Youth  Conference 
Christian  Cadet  Conference 


Morning  Star  Conference 


Woman's  Conference 


Convention  OFWB 


Deacon /Pastor  Seminar 


Bryant  Hines,  Planning  and  Marketing  Director  for 
Cragmont,  is  available  to  churches  and  groups  or  or- 
ganizations to  share  the  current  view  and  exciting 
vision  of  Cragmont.  He  is  available  for  Sunday  or 
Wednesday  services,  or  for  any  group  or  organiza- 
tional meeting.  Call  him  at  (252)  670-8424  to  sched- 
ule a  visit  to  your  church. 


June  19-24 
June  26-July  1 
July  3-8 
July  10-15 
July  17-22 
July  24-29 
July  31-Aug.  5 
August  3-A 
August  7-10 
October  12-15 


Club  Weekend 


Young  People's  Bible  Conference 
Women's  Conference 
Cragmont  Golf  Tournament 
Pee  Dee  Youth  Conference 


General  Youth  Conference  I 


Bed,  Breakfast,  and  Blessings 
General  Youth  Conference  II 


AFC/YFA  Conference 


visit  Cragmont 


October  19-22 


Club  Weekend 


October  23-26 


Weekday  Club 
Cragmont  Christmas 


Nov.  30-Dec.  3 
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ConvtriTion  news 


CONVENTION  2006 


44 


ENABLED  BY  THE  SPIRIT" 


Trie  94tfl 'Annual Session  of  the 

convfrmon  or  obicmql  mt  will  dqptists 

May  23-25,  2006 


EVE*NtS  INCLUDE: 


Tuesday,  May  23 

The  2nd  Annual  Pastor's  I.M.P.A.C.T.  Banquet 
Evening  Worship  featuring  the  multi-talented 

B  levided/  feUxyxu&KCp  Congregation/ 

Evening  Message  by  Pastor  Doug  Seymour 

Wednesday,  May  24 
Opening  Session  •  Ministry  Reports 
Special  Message  by  the  Reverend  Al  Markuson 
Afternoon  Workshops 
"Faith  in  Action"  •  "Understanding  Church  Government" 
"Marketing  Your  Church"  •  "Great  Music  in  the  Small  Church" 
Sunday  School  Banquet  •  Annual  Missions  Rally 

Thursday,  May  25 

Closing  Session  •  Ministry  Reports 
Special  Message  by  the  Reverend  Earl  Glenn 
Business  Session  •  Election  of  Officers 

Don't  miss  a  single  session  of  the  annual  meeting  of  your  denomination.  All  events  take  place  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive 
College.  Wednesday  workshops  are  attendees'  choice.  The  Sunday  School  Banquet  is  open  to  everyone  and  the  Missions 
Rally  will  be  hosted  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Details  on  all  events  will  be  available  soon. 

Motels  in  Mount  Olive:  Sleep  Inn:  (919)  658-1002  •  Southern  Belle:  (919)  658-9404 
Rooms  are  limited.  Mention  the  OFWB  Convention  to  obtain  special  rates. 
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(In  an  effort  to  keep  our  churches  focused  on  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists'  annual  theme,  the  Office  of 
Convention  Services  is  offering  a  monthly  presentation 
outline  to  use  at  your  discretion.  No  credit  is  necessary  and 
you  may  add  to  this  outline  based  upon  your  needs.) 


"BUILD  ON  THIS  ROCK: 
JESUS,  THE  ALPHA 
AND  OMEGA" 

Submitted  by  the  Reverend  Al  Markuson 

Scripture  Text:  "I  am  the  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  ending,  saith  the  Lord,  which  is  and  which  was,  and 
which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty"  (Revelation  1:8). 

Support  Scripture:  Revelation  1:1-20, 4:8, 11:17, 15:3, 16:7, 
19:6,  21:6,  22:13;  Hebrews  9:24-28, 10:22-25,  12:1-3, 13:8; 
John  1:3-4;  Colossians  1:1-22;  Psalm  91:1-16,  139:1-24; 
Isaiah  6:1-8, 40:28-31. 

Introduction 

Behold  Him!  John  makes  a  bold  declaration  to  the  seven 
churches  in  Asia:  Grace  and  Peace  from  Him  which  is  and 
which  was  and  which  is  to  come.  From  Jesus  Christ,  who 
is  the  faithful  witness,  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead  and 
the  prince  of  the  Kings  of  the  earth.  Unto  Him  that  loved 
us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood — to 
Him  be  glory  and  dominion  forever  and  ever. 

I.  THE  REVELATION  IS  CLEAR  TO  US:  (Now,  Present) 
Jesus  (who  is)  is  ever  in  the  now. 

A.  Appears  in  the  Presence  of  God  for  us  (Hebrews  9:24). 

B.  Desires  that  we  draw  near  to  Him  with  full  assur- 
ance (Hebrews  10:22) 

II.  THE  RACE  CHALLENGES  US:  (Past) 

Jesus  (who  was)  existed  with  the  Father  in  all  creation. 

A.  He  hath  appeared  to  put  away  our  sins 
(Hebrews  9:26). 

B.  Calls  us  to  hold  fast  the  profession  of  our  faith 
(Hebrews  10:23). 


C.  Challenges  us  to  lay  aside  the  weight  (sin)  that  be- 
sets us  (Hebrews  12:1). 

III.  THE  RETURN  IS  CERTAIN... HE  COMES  FOR  US: 
(Future) 

Jesus  (who  is  to  come). 

A.  For  those  who  trust  Him  as  their  sin-bearer — they 
look  for  Him  to  come  for  us  (Hebrews  9:28). 

B.  Let  us  provoke  one  another  unto  love  and  good  works 
as  we  see  that  day  approaching  (Hebrews  10:24-25). 


Conclusion 

John's  experience  with  Jesus  as  the  Alpha  and  Omega 
provides  us  with  words  of  encouragement  and  hope. 
Nothing  surprises  Jesus — the  Almighty.  Every  circum- 
stance of  life  falls  within  the  boundaries  of  His  power.  He 
speaks  to  us,  "fear  not"  as  He  touches  our  lives  and  brings 
peace.  With  great  confidence  John  writes,  "...Even  so, 
come,  Lord  Jesus"  (Revelation  22:20). 


Mark  Your  Calendars! 

for 

Tfe  94th  AnnuaC  Session  of  the 

convtiiTion  or  obicimil  f&tt  will  doptists 

May  23-25,  2006 


The  Free  Will  Baptist   26    February  2006 


riounT  OLIVt  (OLLCCC 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  FALL  COMMENCEMENT  HELD 

The  largest  graduation  class  in 
Mount  Olive  College  history  was 
challenged  not  to  be  afraid  to 
take  risks  in  the  business  world. 
The  speaker,  Kim  Quinn,  a  1988 
graduate  of  MOC  and  president 
of  Prima  Tech  USA  of  Warsaw, 
the  nation's  only  producer  of  ani- 
mal health  delivery  systems,  said 
the  380  graduates  must  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  global  chal- 
lenge. 

"A  wise  man  once  told  me  to 
figure  out  what  you  really  like  to 
do  and  then  find  a  way  that  you 
can  do  it,"  Quinn  said.  He  spoke 
on  the  "absolute  joy"  of  being  an 

entrepreneur,  how  hard  it  is  to  make  an  entrepreneurship  succeed  and  how 
in  today's  world,  persons  can  go  beyond  the  city,  county,  or  country  and 
understand  the  world  they  live  in. 

This  52nd  Graduation  Ceremony  was  held  in  the  Kornegay  Arena  on 
Saturday,  December  17,  2005.  The  total  380  graduating  seniors  included 
155  from  the  Mount  Olive  campus,  48  from  the  Goldsboro  location,  55  from 
the  New  Bern  location,  59  from  the  Research  Triangle  Park  location  and  63 
from  the  Wilmington  location.  The  new  Washington  campus  opened  in 
October. 

The  only  individual  honor — the  Thomas  R.  Morris  Award  for  academic 
excellence  and  a  $3,000  scholarship — was  presented  to  Roberto  A.  Bermudez 
of  Warsaw.  He  graduated  with  high  honors  in  biology  and  has  applied  to 
medical  school. 

The  immediate  last  president  of  the  school's  alumni  association,  Romey 
McCoy,  congratulated  the  new  graduates.  The  college's  concert  choir  and 
the  Mount  Olive  Community  instrumental  ensemble  performed  special 
music;  Myranda  Gulledge,  a  graduating  senior,  sang  the  national  anthem; 
Class  President  Michelle  Thomas  offered  the  invocation,  and  Dr.  Opey  Jeans 
pronounced  the  benediction. 

Dr.  William  Byrd,  president,  gave  the  closing  remarks.  He  concluded  by 
saying,  "Be  well,  do  good  work,  and  keep  in  touch." 
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REPORT  ON  2005  DINNERS 

by  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Support 

We  thank  God  and  His  people  for  responding  to  the  call  to  provide  support  for  Christian  higher  education  through  Mount 
Olive  College.  The  2005  dinner  season  was  a  time  of  extraordinary  giving  for  Free  Will  Baptists.  Eastern  North  Carolina  has 
experienced  much  devastation  during  the  past  five  years  and  many  churches  have  given  generously  to  Katrina  victims  this 
past  year.  Two  extraordinary  gifts  were  given  at  the  2005  dinners.  Even  with  declining  health  and  in  addition  to  his  normal 
Bridge  Builder  gifts,  Dr.  Billy  R.  Yawn  made  a  special  gift  of  $5,000.  Dr.  Yawn  was  called  home  to  be  with  the  Lord  on 
Saturday,  December  31,  2005.  An  anonymous  donor  also  made  a  special  commitment  of  $4,400. 

For  42  years  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  has  faithfully  supported  the  dinner  program.  We  are  grateful  to  each  person  who 
served  as  a  county  chairperson,  everyone  who  volunteered  their  services  on  the  steering  committee,  served  as  a  local  chair- 
person or  worked  with  their  local  church  committee.  We  are  thankful  for  good  volunteers  who  show  by  their  efforts  that 
they  believe  in  Mount  Olive  College  and  that  they  want  this  ministry  to  fulfill  its  Christian  mission. 

Free  Spirit,  directed  by  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong  and  the  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  directed  by  Dr.  Larry  Oldham  provided 
a  musical  program  at  each  of  the  dinners. 

Below  is  a  report  of  the  dinner  gifts  as  of  January  5, 2005. 

2004  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  DINNER  PROGRAM  AS  OF  JANUARY  5,  2005 


2004  2005 


1 

Countv 

Bridge 
Builders 

Gifts 

I  1  Bridge 
Builders 

Gifts 

Goal 

Over/ 
Under 

County  I 
Chairman 

Beaufort 

70 

$  13,348 

71 

$  13,851 

$  13,500 

$351 

Billy  Gurkin 

Carteret 

64 

$  11,165 

63 

$  11,520 

$  11,450 

70 

Sheri  S.  Lewis  &  Edgar  Pake,  Jr. 

Craven 

87 

$  21,765 

87 

$  20,820 

$  22,375 

-$1,555 

Julie  Wetherington 

Duplin 

67 

$  21,200 

70 

$  19,453 

$  21,575 

-$2,122 

Tommy  Benson 

Edgecombe 

73 

$  12,103 

61 

$  10,641 

$  12,050 

-$1,409 

Ray  Williamson 

Greene 

198 

$51,653 

199 

$51,183 

$  51,925 

-742 

Randy  Beaman  &  Genevieve  M.  Taylor 

Johnston-Wake 

223 

$54,349 

213 

$  58,005 

$54,000 

$4,005 

Keenan  Hinnant  &  Dee  Farmer 

Jones 

33 

$  8,540 

37 

$  8,296 

$  8,610 

-$  320 

Gene  Burkett 

Lenoir 

136 

$  25,937 

136 

$  26,030 

$  26,225 

-$  195 

Cleo  S.  Hinson 

Nash 

34 

$  8,364 

37 

$  8,296 

$  8,850 

-$  554 

John  R.  Manning 

Onslow  -  Brunswick 

29 

$  4,591 

18 

$  3,895 

$  5,075 

-$1,180 

Ronnie  Parker 

Pamlico 

37 

$  8,500 

32 

$  7,015 

$  8,725 

-$1,710 

Judy  Thaanum  &  Joy  Caroon 

Pee  Dee 

64 

$  11,838 

56 

$  9,797 

$  12,000 

-$2,203 

Danny  McPherson 

Pitt 

208 

$  42,552 

219 

$  46,886 

$  43,350 

$3,536 

William  Moore 

Samp,Harn,Cumb 

198 

$  49,618 

179 

$  47,390 

$  49,800 

-$2,410 

Lee  Morton  Jernigan 

Wash,  Mart,  Tyrr,  Pasq 

73 

$  24,431 

73 

$  21,253 

$  24,800 

-$3,547 

Lloyd  W.  Jones,  Jr. 

Wayne 

228 

$  82,618 

233 

$  84,304 

$  83,000 

$1,304 

Barbara  Lancaster 

Wilson 

250 

$  51,286 

231 

$  51,289 

$  52,000 

-$  711 

Johnny  Sullivan 

Dr.  Billy  R.  Yawn — Special 

1 

$  5,000 

$5,000 

Special  Gift — Anonymous 

1 

$  4,400 

$4,400 

Total 

2,072 

$503,858 

2,017 

$509,318 

$509,310 

$8 

WOODARD  TO  RECEIVE  MERIT  SCHOLARSHIP  AT  MOC 


Keith  Gerald  Woodard  III  of  Princeton  has  been  named  to  receive  a  $2,500  merit  scholarship 
at  Mount  Olive  College.  Woodard  is  the  son  of  Catherine  and  Keith  Woodard  and  attends 
Rains  Crossroads  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Johnston  County.  Woodard  is  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  High  School  and  plans  to  enter  MOC  in  the  fall  of  2006.  Merit  Scholarships  are 
selected  on  the  basis  of  grade  point  average,  class  rank,  and  SAT  scores.  The  scholarship  is 
renewable  annually. 
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CONSTRUCTION  PROGRESS 

Ground  was  broken  in  May  of  2005  for  three  new  build- 
ings at  Mount  Olive  College  which  are  now  well  on  their 
way  to  meeting  the  fall  2006  completion  deadline.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president,  the  Pope 
Wellness  Center,  named  for  E.  J.  "Buddy"  Pope,  is  far- 
thest along,  with  the  block  work  and  outside  brick  sur- 
facing complete.  Once  finished,  the  23,500  square  feet 
facility  will  house  Student  Health  Services,  an  aerobics/ 
cardio  fitness  area,  an  expansive  weight  room  with  free 
weights  and  weight  machines,  dressing  rooms,  and  an 
intramural  sports  center.  The  wellness  program  will  in- 
clude exercise  testing  and  prescriptive  fitness  programs, 
personal  fitness  plan  development,  stress  management 
activities  and  seminars,  general  health  screenings  and 
health  fairs,  and  a  greenway  with  walking  trails. 
The  communications  center  is  also  progressing.  With  the 
roof  and  block  work  completed,  masons  have  begun  the 
laborious  task  of  laying  brick.  The  facility,  which  has  yet 
to  be  named,  will  enable  the  College's  six  locations  to  func- 
tion as  a  single  institution  with  the  aid  of  state-of-the-art 
delivery  systems  including  video  conferencing,  video 
streaming,  and  wireless  networks.  A  companion  build- 
ing to  the  College's  existing  Moye  Library,  the  Center  will 
provide  a  new  and  larger  space  to  house  the  ever-expand- 
ing special  collections,  among  them  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Collection.  It  will  also  enable  the  College  to 
house  49,000  additional  volumes  to  support  its  current 
and  developing  academic  programs. 

At  46,218  square  feet,  the  W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper 
Academic  Building  will  double  the  College's  current  class- 
room space  and  house  the  School  of  Business, 
Agribusiness  Center,  and  Department  of  Science  and 
Mathematics.  Within  the  same  two-story  building  will 
be  a  500-person  regional  conference  center  for  hosting 
conferences,  forums,  training  meetings,  and  workshops. 
The  complex  will  offer  students  state-of-the-art  facilities 
with  modern  classrooms  and  laboratories,  providing  re- 
sources to  further  develop  business  and  science-oriented 
curricula  and  ultimately  provide  space  for  graduate  edu- 
cation in  business.  Being  the  largest  of  the  three  new  struc- 
tures, construction  on  the  academic  building  is  moving 
along  slower  than  with  the  others.  "However,"  Dr.  Byrd 
noted,  "we  are  still  holding  firm  on  our  July  completion 
date." 

In  addition  to  the  actual  structural  work,  much  progress 
is  being  done  behind  the  scenes  as  well,  with  careful 
thought  and  planning  being  given  to  the  interior  design 
scheme  for  all  of  the  new  facilities. 

Rhonda  Jessup,  director  of  Public  Affairs,  invites  those 
interested  in  seeing  the  daily  construction  progress  on  the 
campus  to  view  the  College's  website  at 
<www.moc.edu>.  "We  have  a  photo  gallery  of  the  con- 
struction on  the  front  page  of  our  website.  It  is  amazing 
to  see  the  buildings  come  to  life  right  before  your  eyes," 
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AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Communications  Complex 


Academic  Complex 


Wellness  Center 


she  said.  She  also  noted  that  there  are  still  numerous  nam- 
ing opportunities  available  for  anyone  interested.  "From 
$50,000  to  support  endowed  scholarships  to  $1  million 
for  a  regional  conference  center,  Mount  Olive  College  has 
several  naming  opportunities  still  available  for  individu- 
als wishing  to  support  the  College's  plan  for  advance- 
ment. It  is  also  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  perpetuate 
the  name  and  legacy  of  a  loved  one,"  she  added. 

For  more  information  about  Mount  Olive  College's 
building  program,  contact  the  Office  of  Institutional  Ad- 
vancement at  (800)  653-0854. 

29    February  2006 


MOC  SEEKS  COMMUNITY  SUPPORT 
TO  AID  HURRICANE  KATRINA  VICTIMS 


Mount  Olive  College,  in  partnership  with  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Home  Missions  Board,  collected  a  truck- 
load  of  non-perishable  food  items,  toys,  and  monetary  do- 
nations for  the  hurricane  victims  in  Sandersville,  Jones 
County,  Mississippi. 

Bob  Alexander,  warehouse  coordinator  for  Harvest  Con- 
nection, a  division  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Home 
Missions  Organization,  picked  up  the  donations  on 
Wednesday  to  take  back  to  the  warehouse,  sort,  and  pre- 
pare for  the  Christmas  distribution. 

"We  are  extremely  pleased  with  the  outpouring  of  sup- 
port that  we  received  from  the  community  and  from  the 
students,  faculty,  and  staff  at  Mount  Olive  College  who 
gave  so  generously  to  this  project,"  Alexander  stated. 

Doug  Quintas,  one  of  the  student  coordinators  of  the 
project  is  also  planning  a  spring  break  mission  trip  to 
Sandersville,  Mississippi,  to  assist  in  the  continuing  relief 
efforts  to  rebuild  the  Jones  County  community. 


Left  to  right  are  Doug  Quintas  (student  at  MOC  and  youth 
director  at  Reedy  Branch  Church  in  Winterville)  and  Jennifer 
Bancroft,  a  staff  member  at  MOC,  handing  the  collected  items 
to  Bob  Alexander  with  the  Harvest  Connection. 


ANGELA  FOSTER 
LIVING  EACH  DAY  TO  THE  FULLEST 


PROFILE 

Education:  BA  in  speech  communication,  NCSU,  1987;  MSSL  in  speech- 
language  and  auditory  pathology,  ECU,  1993;  MS  in  biology,  ECU,  1993; 
PhD  in  biological  anthropology  and  anatomy,  Duke  University,  1995;  EdD 
in  higher  education  administration,  NCSU,  1998;  and  Certified  Environ- 
mental Educator  with  PETE,  2000 

Military:  1985-1993 — US  Army  Reserve — discharged  as  a  captain,  active 
duty  during  the  Gulf  War —  served  as  an  airborne  photographer  — did  an 
article  for  Life  magazine  featuring  photos  from  the  front  line  taken  during 
the  1991  conflict 

Hobbies:  Photography—published  photographs  in  National  Geographic, 
Audubon,  Natural  History,  Florida  Journal  of  Anthropology;  Scuba  div- 
ing and  snorkeling;  stained  glass— original  pieces  and  historic  restoration; 
horticulture — exotic  and  indigenous  species  gardening;  music — pianist  and 
guitarist;  and  literature. 


Angela  Foster  with  students. 


Angela  Foster,  assistant  professor  of  biology,  has  an  insatiable  appetite  for  research  and  adventure.  She  is  in  her 
element  when  studying  plants  in  Belize  or  photographing  lemurs  in  Madagascar.  However,  she  is  just  as  content  in  a 
classroom  teaching  ethno  botany  to  a  group  of  senior  biology  majors  or  presenting  a  paper  to  hundreds  of  fellow 
researchers  at  a  national  conference.  It  is  her  ability  to  adapt  to  the  situation  at  hand,  her  vast  experience,  her  breadth 
of  knowledge,  and  her  great  personality  that  make  her  a  favorite  among  the  science  students  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
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(Continued  on  next  page) 


What  led  you  to  MOC? 

"It  was  natural — I  was  raised  Free 
Will  Baptist  and  MOC  was  a 
household  name  in  our  home.  My 
grandparents,  Willie  and  Irene 
Daw,  were  active  in  Sidney  OFWB 
Church  in  Sidney,  NC.  My  family 
and  I  attended  First  FWB  in  Wash- 
ington. From  the  moment  I 
walked  onto  campus,  I  felt  at 
home." 

How  has  your  teaching  experi- 
ence been  at  MOC  thus  far? 

"Fantastic!  I  can  truly  say  that  I 
have  never  worked  anywhere  that 
I  have  felt  the  way  I  do  about 
MOC.  We  have  bright  students 
with  high  morals  and  caring,  sup- 
portive attitudes  toward  each  oth- 
er and  toward  the  faculty." 

What  is  the  most  rewarding  part 
of  your  job? 

"The  most  rewarding  part  of  my 
job  is  working  with  students.  It's 
amazing  to  see  how  students,  of 
all  ages,  change  as  they  go 
through  their  academic  careers.  I 
get  a  lot  of  freshmen  and  sopho- 
mores in  BIO  110  and  then  later 
I'll  have  the  same  students  in  up- 
per division  classes — the  matura- 
tion process  is  incredible  to  ob- 
serve. I'll  have  lunch  with  stu- 
dents and  hear  how  they're  mak- 
ing plans  for  graduate  school  or 
interviewing  for  jobs,  and  I  know 
that  they're  ready  to  start  a  whole 
new  phase  of  their  lives.  To  know 
that  I  had  even  some  small  part  of 
helping  them  get  ready  is  the  most 
rewarding  part  of  my  job." 

How  did  you  become  interested 
in  teaching? 

"I  started  teaching  at  ECU  straight 
out  of  undergraduate  school 
while  working  on  my  master's 
degree  and  loved  it.  I  never 


planned  to  teach.  I  had  planned 
to  be  a  research  speech  patholo- 
gist, focusing  on  the  biomechan- 
ics of  the  speech  and  hearing  or- 
gans. I  had  even  built  a  scaled 
model  of  the  human  larynx  and 
sold  the  patent  to  Carolina  Biolog- 
ical. But  I  loved  teaching  so  much 
I  took  a  full-time  position  with  the 
North  Carolina  Community  Col- 
lege System  in  1991,  having  taught 
with  ECU  for  four  years.  I  stayed 
with  the  NCCCS  until  2001,  when 
I  left  to  go  to  North  Carolina  Wes- 
leyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount. 
I've  been  teaching  at  the  college 
level  for  18  years  now." 

What  is  your  attraction  to  lemurs 
and  wildflowers? 

"I  studied  lemurs  while  at  Duke 
University  working  on  my  PhD. 
That's  why  I  chose  Duke — they 
have  the  largest  lemur  research 
facility  in  the  United  States.  I  stud- 
ied handedness  in  sifakas  and 
ruffed  lemurs,  research  that  sup- 
ported the  Visual-Predation  Hy- 
pothesis. I  also  did  research  on 
feeding  behaviors  in  Ayes-Ayes 
(they  locate  insects  with  a  type  of 
echolocation)  that  was  recently 
featured  in  an  Animal  Planet  epi- 
sode on  insects  of  Madagascar. 
I've  published  in  all  these  areas. 

"Wildflowers  are  new.  Botany  was 
more  a  hobby  prior  to  coming  to 
Mount  Olive  College.  I  had  taught 
botany  during  my  summers  at 
Colorado  State  University  in  Fort 
Collins,  but  I've  had  a  lot  to  learn 
to  catch  up  with  Eastern  NC  flo- 
ra. I  started  taking  photos  of  wild- 
flowers because  they  are  beauti- 
ful and  they  hold  still  to  have  their 
photos  taken,  unlike  lemurs.  As  a 
photographer  first,  it  was  a  logi- 
cal step — to  start  taking  photos  of 
the  plants  for  use  in  the  classroom 


and  for  my  own  professional  de- 
velopment." 

What  are  your  career  goals  for  the 
next  five  years?  Major  mile- 
stones that  you  would  like  to  ac- 
complish, including  sites  to  vis- 
it, articles  to  write,  presentations 
to  make? 

"I  would  like  to  be  more  involved 
in  curriculum  development  here 
at  MOC.  That  was  my  specialty 
area  when  I  went  back  to  school 
for  my  EdD  in  Higher  Education 
Administration.  I  enjoy  develop- 
ing new  possibilities  for  students 
and  I  enjoy  the  research  that  is 
done  to  determine  whether  the 
new  ideas  are  really  meeting  the 
needs  of  students  within  a  given 
community. 

"I  would  also  like  to  expand  the 
Honors  Program.  I  just  took  over 
this  responsibility  in  July,  so  right 
now  I'm  trying  to  get  my  feet  un- 
der me.  But  I  think  there's  a  lot 
more  we  could  offer  the  best  and 
brightest  of  MOC  and  I'd  like  the 
opportunity  to  really  work  with 
these  students. 

"Finally,  I  would  like  to  spend  a 
summer  in  Madagascar,  working 
with  the  Malagasy  people  on  eco- 
tourism.  I  think  that  ecotourism  is 
the  only  hope  we  have  of  saving 
the  precious  species  that  inhabit 
the  island  of  Madagascar." 

What  do  you  feel  is  your  purpose 
in  life  and  how  do  you  see  your- 
self fulfilling  that  purpose? 

"I  wish  I  had  the  answer  to  this 
question.  I  keep  thinking  that  one 
day  it  will  all  become  clear  to  me 
but  so  far  that  hasn't  happened.  I 
try  to  live  each  day  to  the  fullest 
and  I  try  to  listen  for  God's  voice 
so  that  when  He  decides  to  reveal 
the  plan,  I'll  be  listening." 
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People  6  Events 


SMYRNA  CHURCH  NEWS 


This  mixed  band  composed  of  (almost  missed  the  camera) 
Braden  Raynor,  Zackary  Norris,  Breanna  Norris,  Jacob  Bare- 
foot, Colby  Jackson  and  Destiny  Sessoms  did  not  miss  a  note  in 
playing  their  instruments  and  singing  their  rendention  of 
"Happy  Birthday  Dear  Jesus"  during  the  Beginner's  Children's 
Christmas  program  held  December  18,  2005  at  Smyrna  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  This  was  followed  by  the  annual 
Christmas  program  entitled  "The  Next  Noel"  directed  by  Sherri 
Allen  and  Kim  Parker  with  the  assistance  of  Elliott  McConnell. 
Elliott  played  the  part  as  Leon  (Noel  spelled  backward)  in  last 
year's  program  entitled  "The  First  Noel." 


Don't  ¥  or  get 
your  Valentine 
on  February  14. 
Visit  your  local 
Bible  Bookstore  for 
the  perfect  gift. 


Pictured  is  Peggy  Parker,  church  clerk,  and  president  of  the 
Ethel  Tart  Circle  at  Smyrna  OFWB  Church,  in  the  Meadow 
community,  admiring  one  of  the  80  poinsettias  purchased  by 
the  Ethel  Tart  Circle  for  shut-ins  in  the  community  or  donated 
"in  memory"  or  "in  honor"  of  loved  ones.  The  poinsettias  were 
used  during  the  "Hanging  of  the  Greens"  service  held  on  Sun- 
day night,  December  4,  2005. 


Pictured  is  Armatha  Noles  of  Smyrna  OFWB  Church  (Cape 
Fear  Conference)  located  in  the  Meadow  community  near 
Benson  admiring  a  special  picture  that  was  a  part  of  a  display 
during  a  benefit  meal  held  November  10, 2005  at  South  Johnston 
High  School  for  her  senior  project  to  raise  funds  for  personal 
needs  of  hospitalized  veterans  at  the  Fayetteville,  V.  A.  Medical 
Center. 

Armatha  sold  gold  stars  that  were  placed  on  the  school  caf- 
eteria windows  in  memory  of  or  in  honor  of  area  veterans,  sold 
tickets  for  a  barbecue  meal  and  spoke  for  groups  in  the  area  that 
contributed  toward  the  project. 
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NEW  EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING  DEDICATED 


by  Marci  Rollins-Smart 


Free  Union  Church  in  Greene 
County  dedicated  their  new  $350,000 
educational  building  on  Sunday,  De- 
cember 18,  2005  during  the  regular 
morning  worship  service.  The  ribbon 
cutting  and  benediction  took  place 
outside  with  members  of  the  facility 
planning  committee,  the  church's 
two  ministers,  and  Dave  McLawhorn 
of  Mosely  Construction  standing  be- 
hind the  yellow  ribbon.  Dana  Harrell, 
chair  of  the  facility  planning  commit- 
tee, cut  the  ribbon. 

The  congregation  now  has  ten  new 
classrooms,  restrooms,  two  offices, 
and  a  church  library.  There  is  also  a 
restroom  located  between  the  nurs- 
ery and  preschool  classroom.  In  de- 
termining classroom  sizes,  the  facil- 
ity planning  committee  followed  the 
recommendation  of  Mary  Dudley, 
director  of  the  Sunday  School  Minis- 
try for  the  denomination. 

The  new  educational  building  was 
constructed  in  the  exact  location  of 
the  previous  educational  building.  In 
1959,  the  previous  educational  build- 
ing was  created  from  the  original 
sanctuary  two  years  after  the  congre- 
gation built  a  new  sanctuary  adjacent 
to  the  old  one. 

The  need  for  a  new  educational 
building  was  realized  several  years 
ago.  A  continual  growth  in  member- 
ship has  created  lack  of  space  in  class- 


rooms for  teaching  materials  and  stu- 
dents. Since  the  original  educational 
building  was  formed  by  installing 
walls  inside  an  already  standing 
building,  the  layout  of  the  classrooms 
was  not  very  user  friendly — making 
it  difficult  for  visitors  and  new  mem- 
bers to  find  their  way  around.  Fur- 
thermore, one  Sunday  School  class 
was  already  meeting  in  the  church 
parsonage  (which  was  no  longer  oc- 
cupied) and  the  church  offices  and 
resource  librarv  were  located  there  as 


well.  The  congregation  decided  their 
best  option  was  to  build  a  new  build- 
ing to  replace  the  existing  one. 

Following  a  church-wide  cleanup 
time,  Sunday  School  classes  and 
other  groups  began  meeting  in  the 
parsonage  and  fellowship  building  in 
June.  Piece  by  piece  the  old  building 
was  taken  down  and  construction  on 
the  new  building  began  in  July.  The 
church  held  a  service  of  celebration 
entitled  "Building  and  Growing  in 
the  Footprints"  in  August. 


YOUTH  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE 

The  youth  of  Piney  Grove  OFWB  Church  in  Albertson, 
NC,  presented  its  Christmas  play,  The  Children  of  Christ- 
mas on  December  18,  2005.  The  theme  of  the  30-minute 
presentation  was  to  look  at  some  of  the  aspects  of  Christ- 
mas from  the  perspective  of  children  who  are  less  fortu- 
nate, and  to  challenge  the  parenting  skills  of  the  audi- 
ence. The  play's  final  focus  was  to  give  the  Christ  child 
your  heart  for  Christmas  or  re-dedication  to  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ.  The  play  has  already  had  a  tremen- 
dous impact  with  souls  being  brought  to  Jesus  Christ.  An 
encore  presentation  was  presented  on  January  8, 2006,  and 
the  cast  named  "The  Chosen  Way  Players"  has  been  in- 
vited to  present  the  play  at  other  churches.  For  more  information  about  the  play,  or  if  you  are  interested  in  having  the 
group  at  your  church,  you  can  contact  John  Herring  at  (252)  566-4282.  YOUTH  DO  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE! 
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IN  THE  GARDEN 


by  John  Brown 


"Yes  we  were  safe,"  Janet  Brown  told  Pastor  Greg  Stancil 
of  White  Oak  Grove  Church.  Safe,  motivated  humble,  and 
spiritually  stronger.  This  Holy  Land  trip  started  with  a 
nine  hour  flight  to  Tel  Aviv.  A  visit  to  old  Joppa  revealed 
the  paths  Paul  and  Peter  traveled  and  the  start  of  Jonah's 
incredible  journey  Both  Caesareas,  the  Dead  Sea,  and  the 
Valley  of  Armageddon  made  our  bible  come  alive.  Sail- 
ing the  sea  of  Galilee  on  the  Jesus  boat  and  wading  in  the 
river  Jordan  brought  memories  of  John  the  Baptist  and 
Jesus  walking  on  the  water. 

Visiting  Bethlehem  and  Shepherd's  field  made  this  a 
special  Christmas.  Traveling  to  Jerusalem  took  us  to 
Caiaphas  House,  where  Jesus  was  beaten,  the  Temple 
Mount,  the  Wailing  Wall,  the  Empty  Tomb,  Calvary,  and 
many  other  sites  that  brought  tears  an  dhope.  These  are 
some  of  the  memories  Janet  and  Delphry  Rouse  shared 
with  their  church  friends  and  civic  clubs  during  their  slide 
presentations. 


Several  area  rest  homes  were  visited  in  December  by  the  Willard 
Benson  Sunday  School  class  (headed  up  by  Becky  Harden).  They 
enjoyed  singing  with  the  residents  with  Barbara  Barbour  playing 
piano. 


Residents  of  the  rest  home  were  presented  gift  bags  by  the  Willard 
Benson  Class. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 

by  Rita  Jones 

Powhatan  enjoyed  the  Christmas  season  and  celebrated  the  birth  of  our  Savior  in  many  ways.  Groups  went  caroling 
on  two  different  nights,  the  youth  visited  the  light  show  at  Alltell  Pavilion ,  and  the  Tree  of  Hope  ceremony  on  Decem- 
ber 17  remembered  those  fighting  cancer.  The  Christmas  Play  told  the  story  of  young  "Leon"  who  realized  his  name 
spelled  backward  was  "Noel"  and  really  understood  the  true  Christmas  spirit.  A  float  and  the  church  bus  spread  the 
Good  News  to  the  community  at  the  Clayton  parade  on  December  10.  The  Willard  Benson  Sunday  School  class  (headed 
up  by  Becky  Harden,  Woman's  Auxiliary  Missions  chair)  visited  several  area  rest  homes,  bearing  gifts  as  well  as  an 
evening  of  song  and  fellowship. 

Please  remember  the  family  of  Sister  Cula  Pittman,  who  passed  away  in  December. 
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'Defining  'Refigious  'Experiences  of Original Tree  Wiff  'Baptists 

TAKE  THE  DIME,  TAKE  THE  GIFT 


The  Rev.  David  Vesper 


"The  night  Christ  came  into 
my  life  was  in  1953.  I  was  at  a 
fall  revival  down  in  Bayou  La 
Batre  (Battery  on  the  Bayou).  The 
minister  that  night  held  up  a 
dime  and  said,  'I've  got  this  dime 
in  my  hand.'  He  pointed  to  a  girl 
and  said,  T  want  to  give  you  a 
dime  to  buy  ice  cream.'  Now  that 
was  a  big  deal,  because  we  were 
all  poor  and  we  were  fishermen. 
Then  the  minister  said,  'Jesus 
Christ  is  here  and  He  wants  to 
give  you  eternal  life  and  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  take  it,  like  this 
girl  has  taken  the  dime.'  I  re- 
member going  down  the  aisle, 
but  I  don't  remember  my  feet 
touching  the  floor.  I  knelt  at  the 
left-hand  of  the  altar.  I  was  only 
twelve  years  old,"  noted  David 
Vesper. 

"Jimmy  Lynz  was  the  evange- 
list," Vesper  continued,  his  eyes 


by  Pepper  Worthington 

bright  like  the  afternoon  sun. 
"The  evangelist  asked  me,  'Son, 
what  do  you  want  the  Lord  to 
do  for  you?'  I  said,  T  want  to  be 
saved.'  Then  Jimmy  Lynz 
prayed,  and  at  that  moment  I  felt 
so  clean,  so  pure  from  the  inside. 
I  felt  cleaned  inside  out.  It  was 
an  instantaneous  thing.  It  was 
just  like  that,"  Vesper  said  as  he 
snapped  his  fingers.  "As  soon  as 
I  accepted  the  Lord,  I  felt  cleaned 
inside  out.  I  have  never  forgot- 
ten that  moment.  I  have  taken 
my  boys  to  that  altar  down  in 
Bayou  La  Batre.  It  was  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church.  My  mother 
was  a  Methodist.  I  have  never 
forgotten  that  moment.  I  can't 
find  the  words  to  describe  it.  I 
felt  like  Adam  must  have  felt 
when  God  breathed  into  him  the 
breath  of  life.  I  hold  on  to  that.  I 
go  back  there  often  in  my  mind. 
I  tell  the  Lord  about  it.  It  was  al- 
most fifty-two  years  ago.  I  knew 
even  at  that  age  that  I  was  sup- 
posed to  preach.  But  I  was  rebel- 
lious. Jonah  didn't  have  nothing 
on  me,"  confessed  Vesper. 

"You  know,"  he  mused,  "Dr. 
Raper  became  president  of 
Mount  Olive  College  on  my  thir- 
teenth birthday,  August  2, 1954. 
Dr.  Raper  was  very  instrumen- 
tal in  causing  me  to  go  to  Mount 


Olive  College.  In  1954,  see,  God 
was  preparing  for  me  to  go  into 
the  ministry  when  I  was  thirteen. 
I  put  God  off  until  I  was  forty.  I 
entered  Mount  Olive  College  in 
1982,"  noted  Vesper. 

"Dr.  Raper  called  me  in  1982 
and  said,  'Son,  I  understand  that 
you  are  entering  the  ministry.  If 
God  has  called  you  to  preach, 
then  God  has  called  you  to  pre- 
pare. God  has  never  called  any- 
one to  do  a  sorry  job.  I  want  you 
to  come  to  Mount  Olive  College.' 
That  sticks  in  my  mind,  because 
Dr.  Raper  became  president  on 
my  thirteenth  birthday.  You  see, 
I  feel  the  hand  of  God  is  in  all  of 
this.  That's  my  religious  experi- 
ence. That's  my  belief  in  the 
hand  of  Providence  in  my  life. 
When  I  graduated  from  Mount 
Olive  College  in  1986,  I  was 
given  Lloyd  Vernon's  briefcase. 
This  was  given  to  me  because  I 
was  voted  a  worthy  student.  I 
still  have  that  briefcase  of  Lloyd 
Vernon  who  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  Mount  Olive  College. 
The  hand  of  Providence  has  been 
in  my  life,"  Vesper  declared. 

"But  Faith  is  a  process  and 
must  grow.  It  is  not  limited  to  one 
religious  experience.  Faith  has  to 
be  renewed  daily." 
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THE  RELIGIOUS  EXPERIENCE 
OF  A  RELIGIOUS  RELATIONSHIP 


by  Pepper  Worthington 


Janice  Branch 


Janice  Branch  is  married  to  the 
Rev.  Charles  Branch.  They  serve 
Elm  Grove  Church  in  the  Cen- 
tral Conference.  "I  was  saved 
when  I  was  in  the  eighth  grade," 
said  Janice  Branch.  "It  was  at  the 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
Greenville.  I  remember  the  re- 
vival led  by  Robert  Crawford.  I 
remember  that  later  I  went  to 
Cragmont,  but  that  day  I  was 
saved.  I  was  young.  I  remember 
the  experience  and  how  I  felt. 


The  experience  was  something 
about  my  spirit,  and  I  knew  I 
was  lost.  At  the  end  I  was  empty 
and  I  was  lost  and  I  was  a  sin- 
ner. We  were  taken  back  in  the 
church  for  counseling.  I  remem- 
ber the  experience,  but  I  remem- 
ber too  how  certain  Christians 
helped  me.  Faith  is  about  rela- 
tionships as  well  as  religious  ex- 
periences," Janice  clarified. 

Sunday  School  Teacher 

"I  remember  how  much  influ- 
ence my  Sunday  School  teacher, 
Alma  Worthington,  had  upon 
me,"  continued  Janice.  "She  was 
a  fantastic  teacher.  I  went  with 
her  to  conventions,  to  church 
functions,  and  to  other  events. 
Alma  Worthington  made  a  big 
impression  upon  me  in  my  life. 
She  went  to  different  Free  Will 
Baptist  functions,"  she  noted. 


"I  was  also  influenced  by 
Esther  Griffin.  She  had  had  po- 
lio when  she  was  young.  She 
was  someone  to  talk  to.  She  was 
elderly.  She  was  a  fine  Christian 
lady.  She  had  great  influence  on 
teenagers  who  came  to  her  to 
talk.  She  was  confined  to  her 
home,  but  she  had  a  large  out- 
reach to  a  lot  of  people,"  she  con- 
fessed. 

"I  was  a  nursing  assistant  at 
the  hospital  and  she  is  the  one 
who  sent  me  out  to  visit  Charles. 
She  was  really  trying  to  get 
Charles  and  me  together.  It 
worked!"  she  laughed. 

"You  know,  after  I  got  mar- 
ried, I  was  always  a  Sunday 
School  teacher.  I  love  people.  I 
love  doing  things.  I  love  the 
church,"  she  explained. 

"And  my  religious  experi- 
ences were  more  religious  rela- 
tionships," she  concluded. 


THANK  YOU 

Thank  you  to  all  who  sent  me 
birthday  and  Christmas  cards  in 
2005.  Your  thoughtfulness  is  a 
blessing  to  me.  May  God  bless  you 
during  this  new  year! 

Kaye  Jones 
4116-B  Lee  Street 
Ay  den,  NC  28513 


THANK  YOU 

Mrs.  Eunice  Morris  wishes  to 
thank  the  churches,  Sunday 
Schools,  auxiliaries,  and  friends  in 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  for 
the  gifts,  cards,  letters,  and 
prayers  during  the  Christmas  sea- 
son 2005. 1  will  continue  to  think 
of  you  often  with  much  love, 
many  prayers,  and  many  thanks. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Morris 
500  Pickwick  Trail,  #248 
Durham,  NC  27704 


IS  IT 
NEWSWORTHY? 

If  you're  unsure  whether  or 
not  a  local  or  church  event  is 
worthy  of  publication,  contact 
the  editor  by  phone  at  (800) 
849-3927  ext.  227  or  by  e-mail 
at  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 
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Immediate  |ob  Opening 


Stoney  Creek  Church  is  a  growing  church  located  in  Goldsboro,  NC,  and  is  affiliated  with  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  church  currently  averages  600  in  attendance 
on  Sunday  morning.  Each  Sunday,  Stoney  Creek  offers  both  traditional  and  contemporary 
worship  services.  We  have  more  than  300  families  that  attend  our  very  active  children,  youth, 
and  senior  adult  ministries. 

Currently  the  church  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a  Minister  of  Music/Worship  Leader  (a 
full  time  position).  Primary  responsibilities  will  be  serving  the  church  by  developing  a 
well-rounded  worship  experience  to  meet  the  broad  needs  of  the  congregation  and  to 
provide  leadership  for  and  supervision  of  volunteers  involved  in  this  ministry.  Duties  will 
include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  coordinating  all  parts  of  the  worship  service  with  the  Senior 
Pastor,  researching  and  selecting  appropriate  music  for  worship  services,  recruiting  and 
rehearsing  with  choirs  and  musical  groups  for  participation  in  services,  recruiting  and  working 
with  drama  teams  for  participation  in  worship,  developing  and  coordinating  special 
services  for  seasonal  events  and  generally  being  involved  in  the  overall  ministry  of  the  church. 
We  are  seeking  someone  who  is  growing  spiritually  in  his/her  walk  with  God  and  who  desires 
to  help  others  grow  in  that  same  way.  Applicants  should  be  one  who  wants  to  be  a  team 
player  in  a  multi-staffed  church.  Good  people  skills  are  a  must.  Interested  individuals  are 
invited  to  submit  a  resume  to  Senior  Pastor  Gary  Bailey,  752  Stoney  Creek  Church  Road, 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534  or  via  e-mail  at  <gbailey@stoneycreekchurch.net>. 


ON- 


If  you  are  unable  to  visit  one  of  our  3  bookstore 
locations  in  person,  do  your  shopping  on-line  at: 


fwbp .  spreadtheword.  com 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
Ayden,  Kinston,  &  New  Bern  Bible  Bookstores 
3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (800)  849-3927 


Spreading  the  Word  through  the  printed  page! 


Free  Will  Baptist  League 
Convention 

Saturday,  March  18,  2006  at  10  a.m. 
Aspen  Grove  FWB  Church 

Please  join  us  for  the  League  Convention  that 

will  include  an  interesting  program,  special 
music,  the  Sword  Drill  competition,  and  lunch. 

For  information,  contact  Becky  Jo  Sumner,  (252)  332-6810 


A  new  quarter  of 
Sunday  School  literature 
begins  the  first  Sunday  of  March. 

If  you  need  to  make  additions/changes 
to  your  order,  contact  the  FWB  Press  by 
phone  at  (800)  849-3927  and  press  3 
or  by  e-mail  at  <faye@fwbpress.com>. 


Churches  6  Himstry 
Positions  Available 


Winterville  Church,  Pitt  County,  is  seeking  an  associate 
pastor /youth  minister.  Interested  persons  should  send 
resumes  to:  Winterville  FWB  Church,  Pulpit  Committee, 
639  Davenport  Farm  Road,  Winterville,  NC  28590. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Langley  is  available  for  supply  or 
interim  work.  He  may  be  reached  at  (919)  284-1587  or  by 
mail  at  9675  Hinnant  Edgerton  Road,  Kenly,  NC  27542. 

The  Reverend  Heber  "Dick"  Singleton  is  available  for 
supply  or  interim  work.  He  may  be  reached  at  (919)  242- 
4723,  (919)  223-0708  (cell),  or  by  mail  at  21 00 A  Memorial 
Church  Road,  Fremont,  NC  27830. 
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Agape  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
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Mt.  Calvary  Church,  Clarkton,  NC 
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Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Albertson,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Kenly,  NC 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Grimesland,  NC 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Kenly,  NC 

Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
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Rock  Springs  Church,  Bailey,  NC 
Rose  Hill  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Russell  Creek  Church,  Beaufort,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
Saratoga  Church,  Saratoga,  NC 
Sarecta  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 
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Walnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wardens  Grove  Church,  Lowland,  NC 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Richlands,  NC 
White  Hill  Church,  Aurora,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wildwood  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 
Winterville  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
Yelverton  Grove  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Zion  Church,  Blakely,  GA 
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But  Jesus  beheld  them,  and  said  unto  them, 
With  men  this  is  impossible, 
but  with  God  all  things  are  possible 
(Matthew  19:26). 


Life  Is  Like  a  Box  of  Choices 

A  box  of  choices?  That's  right — I  do  mean  choices.  The 
choices  won't  be  the  same  ones  at  the  same  times  for 
everyone.  Everyone's  box  will  have  a  different  set  of  choices 
(issues  can  change  with  each  generation).  What  do  I  mean? 
Well,  all  through  our  lives  we  will  have  to  make  choices. 
There's  absolutely  no  way  around  it  and  nothing  we  can  do 
about  it.  Each  choice  has  the  potential  to  make  us  or  break  us. 
Furthermore,  they  affect  not  only  the  ones  making  them,  but 
those  around  us,  also.  Making  choices  is  probably  something 
we  often  times  don't  even  realize  we're  doing — unless  it's 
something  big — like  whether  or  not  to  say,  "I  do."  But  there 
are  also  choices  that  seem  insignificant,  such  as,  "Do  I  want 
to  get  out  of  bed  this  morning,  or  play  hooky?"  Anyway,  we 
are  inevitably  going  to  make  some  bad  choices  and  have  to 
deal  with  the  consequences  of  those  choices.  Therefore,  it  is 
extremely  important  to  be  cautious  about  the  choices  we  make! 
Oh,  remember  the  Holy  Spirit?  He  is  our  Guide.  Listen  for 
His  leading — really  listen.  He  is  there  for  all  believers  and 
with  Him  we  can't  go  wrong! 


I  Want  to  Hear  the  Word 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


Recently,  I  was  discussing  the  subject  of  preaching  with 
a  friend  I  have  known  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  is  a 
faithful  Christian  and  is  deeply  devoted  to  his  church.  His 
comment,  typical  of  many  nowadays,  has  stuck  with  me: 
"I'm  not  interested  in  hearing  about  someone's  cousin, 
aunt,  etc.,  or  where  they  have  been,  or  what  they  have 
done;  I  want  to  hear  the  Word."  I  think  I  understand  his 
dilemma,  thus  raising  the  question,  Are  ministers  failing 
in  their  divine  obligation  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of 
God  as  alluded  to  by  Paul  in  Acts  20:27?  Are  pastors  truly 
feeding  "...the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchased 
with  his  own  blood"  (Acts  20:28)? 

Most  assuredly  there  are  many 
preachers  who  faithfully  proclaim  the 
Word  without  compromise.  There  are 
many  pastors  who  are  feeding  their 
flock,  both  in  preaching  and  the  teaching 
of  the  Word.  In  contrast,  there  are  those 
who  proclaim  a  "prosperity"  and  "never  get  sick"  gos- 
pel. There  are  others  who  preach  a  "feel  good"  gospel, 
never  warning  the  wicked  of  their  evil  ways  as  admon- 
ished in  Ezekiel  3:17-19,  fearing  they  might  offend  some, 
resulting  in  their  leaving  the  church.  (It  seems  we  hear 
the  statement,  "Preacher,  you  really  stepped  on  my  toes 
today,"  less  and  less.)  Much  is  said  about  reality  today.  It 
is  certainly  appropriate  to  face  the  reality  of  the  Word 
which  says,  "Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,  or  covet,  or 
murder,"  etc.  Once  the  Word  has  declared  something  to 
be  sinful,  it  is  not  judgmental  to  declare  it  to  be  so.  While 
we  cannot  know  the  true  heart  of  another,  we  can  cer- 
tainly tell  a  tree  by  the  fruit  it  bears.  Even  so,  we  are  not  to 


judge  others;  such  judgment  is  in  the  hands  of  God.  Rev- 
elation 21:8  offers  a  sobering  reminder  of  the  consequences 
of  sin:  "But  the  fearful,  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abominable, 
and  murderers,  and  whoremongers  (fornicators),  and 
sorcerers,  and  idolaters,  and  all  liars,  shall  have  their  part 
in  the  lake  which  burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone:  which 
is  the  second  death." 

Preachers  must  proclaim  the  truth  of  the  Word  in  love 
with  a  desire  to  turn  the  wicked  from  their  sins  into  a 
saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior.  Preachers 
must  declare  that  sin  is  sin,  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  personal 
opinion  or  interpretation.  Some  will 
take  offense,  but  some  will  come 
under  the  convicting  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  accept  Jesus  as  Savior,  join 
the  church,  and  become  His  faithful 
follower. 

The  Apostle  Paul  took  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  seriously:  "For  though  I  preach  the  gospel,  I 
have  nothing  to  glory  of:  for  necessity  is  laid  upon  me; 
yea,  woe  is  unto  me,  if  I  preach  not  the  gospel"  (1 
Corinthians  9:16).  The  Gospel  is  the  Good  News — the 
story  expressed  so  wonderfully  in  John  3:16,  the  Golden 
Text  of  the  Bible,  the  Gospel  in  a  nutshell.  There  is  not  a 
greater  message! 


Do  you  feel  the  same  way?  What  type  of  preacher  do  you  feel 
is  needed  today?  Are  we  getting  the  job  done?  Let  me  hear  from 
you.  My  e-mail  is:  <COvict78@earthlink.net>.  My  mailing 
address  is:  110  Stokes  Street,  Ay  den,  NC  28513. 
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Why  Graduate/Post  Graduate  Education  for  Pastors? 

by  De  W.  Eakes 


When  I  responded  affirmatively  to 
God's  call  to  the  ministry,  my  pastor 
was  Dr.  Joseph  Ingram.  "Joe"  began  to 
work  with  me  to  prepare  me  for  the 
ministry  when  I  was  a  seventeen-year- 
old  high  school  junior.  He  did  things 
which  have  proven  to  be  invaluable  to 
me  in  the  ministry.  He  arranged  for  me 
to  teach  a  teenage  Sunday  School  class 
regularly;  enabled  me  to  fill  the  pulpit 
at  Stoney  Creek  OFWB  Church  in  his 
absence;  and  he  gave  me  a  copy  of 
Evans'  Great  Doctrines  of  the  Bible,  tell- 
ing me  to  use  these  doctrines  as  sub- 
jects for  my  sermons.  He  instructed  me 
to  study  this  book,  read  the  Bible  refer- 
ences, and  take  our  Statement  of  Faith  & 
Discipline  (at  that  time),  and  learn  what 
our  doctrinal  beliefs  were.  He  also  gave 
me  a  copy  of  Cruden 's  Complete  Concor- 
dance, which,  along  with  a  three  volume 
set  of  the  Amplified  Bible,  constituted  my 
initial  library.  But,  relative  to  the  topic 
of  graduate  and  post  graduate  educa- 
tion, Joe  gave  me  something  else.  In  the 
front  cover  of  that  concordance  he  had 
written  this  note,  "May  God  bless  you 
in  your  future  ministry.  Only  will  you 
find  God's  will  as  you  apply  2  Timo- 
thy 2:15.  May  God  bless  you  ever."  And 
ever  since  those  days,  I  have  been 
studying  so  as  to  be  approved  by  God 
as  God's  workman  who  is  not  ashamed 
and  who  "correctly  handles  the  word 
of  truth."  Joe  also  emphasized  that  "the 
call  to  preach  is  a  call  to  prepare."  We 
all  know  that  education  does  not  make 
us  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  but  it  does 
enable  us  to  draw  out  those  inborn 
possibilities  with  which  God  has 
blessed  us  so  that  we  may  be  more  ef- 
fective in  doing  the  ministry  to  which 
God  has  called  us.  One  of  the  questions 
on  the  Western  Conference  Ordination 
Examination  asks,  "When  is  a 
minister's  education  complete?"  The 
answer  is  obvious,  as  with  other  pro- 
fessions, even  more  so  among  those  of 
us  who  are  charged  with  the  "care  of 
the  soul,"  to  use  Thomas  Moore's 
phrase. 

As  a  freshman  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, my  first  call  to  pastor  was  with 
the  Home  Mission  board  at  Hillsberry 


Mission,  Clinton,  NC.  I  supplied  for 
eight  months  and  then  was  called  to  the 
two  part-time  pastorates  of  Rooty 
Branch  Church  between  Mount  Olive 
and  Kenansville  and  Casey's  Chapel 
Church  east  of  Goldsboro.  The  last 
three  years  of  college  Carolyn  and  I 
served  these  two  wonderful  congrega- 
tions. Upon  graduation  from  Atlantic 
Christian  College  (ACC — now  Barton), 
I  was  extended  a  call  to  Little  Rock 
where  I  still  serve.  My  prayers  had  been 
answered;  now  I  was  in  one  full-time 
church — no  longer  pulled  between  two 
separate  congregations  in  separate 
communities.  Carolyn  and  I  came  to 
Little  Rock  with  the  agreement  that  I 
could  go  back  to  Atlantic  Christian  for 
the  "student  teaching"  semester  for  cer- 
tification to  teach  in  the  area  of  social 
studies.  After  getting  involved  in  the 
church  and  community  at  Lucama,  it 
became  clear  that  being  bi-vocational 
would  not  work  for  me  in  this  location. 
Before  completing  my  second  year 
here,  I  began  to  realize  the  need  for  fur- 
ther education  in  order  to  have  addi- 
tional tools  for  more  effective  ministry. 
There  was  much  prayer  and  slowly  the 
realization  that  seminary  and  a  Master 
of  Divinity  program  was  much  needed. 
I  talked  with  several  of  my  fellow  min- 
isters who  had  already  suggested  that 
I  "needed  to  go  to  seminary."  The 
church  gave  permission  for  me  to  go 
part-time,  so  I  enrolled  at  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  (SEBTS), 
Wake  Forest,  NC  and  four  years  and 
two  summer  sessions  later  was  gradu- 
ated in  1976.  At  that  point  I  believed 
that  my  formal  education  was  over — I 
was  tired  of  "going  to  school,"  and  es- 
pecially of  commuting  to  Wake  Forest 
from  Lucama  three  days  per  week.  In 
the  next  few  years,  I  did  two  units  of 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education  to  enhance 
my  pastoral  care/ counseling  skills. 

Eleven  years  passed  very  quickly 
and  along  the  way  a  desire  developed 
for  further  formal  education.  The  Dis- 
ciples of  Christ  Seminary  at  Lexington, 
KY,  offered  some  courses  taught  by 
their  faculty  on  the  Atlantic  Christian 
College  campus  in  Wilson.  For  two  con- 
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secutive  summers  I  enrolled  in  courses 
there,  and  thus  began  my  pursuit  of  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  program.  I  trans- 
ferred the  two  courses  to  Southeastern 
Seminary  and  in  1987  began  the  D.Min. 
program  there.  I  completed  this  pro- 
gram in  December  1990.  Four  years 
later,  a  need  for  further  training  in  the 
area  of  counseling  led  me  to  enter  the 
Marriage  and  Family  Therapy  (MFT) 
program  at  East  Carolina  University 
(ECU),  resulting  in  my  becoming  a  Li- 
censed Marriage  and  Family  Therapist 
(LMFT)  in  North  Carolina. 

The  awareness  of  a  need  for  continu- 
ing education  developed  as  my  in- 
volvement in  ministry  increased.  My 
original  goal  was  to  complete  the  As- 
sociate in  Arts  degree  at  Mount  Olive 
College  (MOC).  This  led  to  completing 
the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  ACC. 
This  led  to  the  seminary  work  at  SEBTS 
and  the  most  recent  program  in  MFT 
at  ECU.  For  me,  each  of  these  phases 
was  necessary  for  the  fulfillment  of  my 
"call  to  the  ministry."  I  sought  and  felt 
God's  leadership  all  along  the  journey 
and  am  so  very  thankful  for  every 
phase  of  the  trek.  Each  step  of  the  way 
has  had  its  own  special  and  unique  con- 
tribution to  my  life  and  ministry.  It  is 
still  my  strong  desire  "to  continue  to 
learn  and  to  grow  in  ministry,"  and  to 
do  honor  to  the  calling  to  serve  the  Lord 
and  the  people  of  the  Lord  where  God 
in  His  grace  may  place  me. 

I  am  excited  that  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  Mount  Olive  College,  the  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
and  the  Campbell  Divinity  School  will 
be  offering  courses  on  the  campus  at 
MOC  in  the  fall  of  2006!  This  is  truly 
the  realization  of  a  dream  of  the  found- 
ing fathers  of  MOC!  Also,  the  North 
Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Min- 
istries is  working  to  raise  endowments 
to  provide  scholarships  to  take  care  of 
the  cost  of  tuition  for  OFWB  Ministers 
recommended  by  their  local  confer- 
ences— what  a  blessing!  Yes,  the  "call 
to  minister  is  a  call  to  prepare,"  in  or- 
der that  we  may  make  the  most  of  our 
God-given  talents  and  acquired  abili- 
ties to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  edifica- 
tion of  Christ's  body,  the  church.  A 


The  Season  of  Lent 


by  the  Reverend  Ken  Collins 
Ken  Collins  is  ordained  with  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  is 
pastor  of  Garfield  Memorial  Church  in  McLean,  VA.  His  website  is  <www.kencollins.com>.  Reprinted  by  permission. 


Dates: 

Lent  is  a  forty-day  period  before  Easter.  It  begins  on  Ash  Wednesday  and  ends  on  the  day  before  Easter  Day.  We 
skip  Sundays  when  we  count  the  forty  days,  because  Sundays  commemorate  the  Resurrection. 

In  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Lent  officially  ends  at  sundown  on  Holy  Thursday,  with  the  beginning  of  the 
Mass  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Colors: 

In  most  churches,  the  decorations  are  purple  or  blue,  royal  colors  to  prepare  for  the  King. 


Lent  is  a  season  of  soul-searching  and  repentance.  It  is  a 
season  for  reflection  and  taking  stock.  Lent  originated  in  the 
very  earliest  days  of  the  Church  as  a  preparatory  time  for 
Easter,  when  the  faithful  rededicated  themselves  and  when 
converts  were  instructed  in  the  faith  and  prepared  for  bap- 
tism. By  observing  the  forty  days  of  Lent,  the  individual 
Christian  imitates  Jesus'  withdrawal  into  the  wilderness  for 
forty  days.  All  churches  that  have  a  continuous  history  ex- 
tending before  AD  1500  observe  Lent.  The  ancient  church 
that  wrote,  collected,  canonized,  and  propagated  the  New 
Testament  also  observed  Lent,  believing  it  to  be  a  command- 
ment from  the  apostles.  (See  The  Apostolic  Constitutions,  Book 
V,  Section  III.) 

Fasting  is  a  spiritual  discipline  that  does  not  involve  star- 
vation or  dehydration.  Quite  often,  our  bodily  appetites 


control  our  actions.  The  purpose  of  fasting  is  to  make  your 
bodily  appetites  your  servant  rather  than  your  master. 


The  Western  Church 

Because  Sunday  is  the  day  of  the  Resurrection,  we  skip 
over  Sundays  when  we  calculate  the  length  of  Lent.  There- 
fore, in  the  Western  Church,  Lent  always  begins  on  Ash 
Wednesday,  the  seventh  Wednesday  before  Easter. 

In  many  countries,  the  last  day  before  Lent  (called  Mardi 
Gras,  Shrove  Tuesday,  Carnival,  or  Fasching)  has  become  a 
last  fling  before  the  solemnity  of  Lent.  For  centuries,  it  was 
customary  to  fast  by  abstaining  from  meat  during  Lent, 
which  is  why  some  people  call  the  festival  Carnival,  which  is 
Latin  tor  farewell  to  meat.  A 


What  Is  The  Reason  for 
Ashes  on  Ash  Wednesday? 

by  the  Reverend  Ken  Collins 
Ken  Collins  is  ordained  with  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  is 
pastor  of  Garfield  Memorial  Church  in  McLean,  VA.  His  website  is  <www.kencollins.com>.  Reprinted  by  permission. 


As  you  know,  Jesus  returned  into  the  wilderness  and  fasted 
for  forty  days  to  prepare  for  His  ministry.  It  was  for  Him  a 
time  of  contemplation,  reflection,  and  preparation.  By 
observing  Lent,  most  Christians  join  Jesus  on  His  retreat. 

Lent  consists  of  the  forty  days  before  Easter.  In  the  western 
Church,  we  skip  over  the  Sundays  when  we  count  the  days 
of  Lent,  because  Sunday  is  always  the  joyful  celebration  of 
the  Resurrection.  Therefore,  the  first  day  of  Lent  in  the 
western  Church  is  always  a  Wednesday. 

Biblical  societies  relied  very  heavily  on  wood  fires  for 
heating  and  cooking,  which  meant  that  keeping  ashes  under 
control  was  a  major  housekeeping  task.  Then  as  now,  if  a 
person  was  preoccupied  with  something  serious,  they  didn't 
always  tend  to  the  housekeeping — it's  the  least  of  their 
concerns.  Imagine  that  there  is  a  death  in  the  family.  A  friend 
stopping  by  to  pay  their  respects  might  gently  say,  "Did  you 
know  you  have  ashes  on  your  face?" 

So  ashes  became  a  sign  of  remorse,  repentance,  and 
mourning.  Today  someone  might  wear  a  black  armband  to 
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signify  that  they  are  in  mourning  but,  back  then  people  put 
ashes  on  their  foreheads. 

You  can  find  biblical  examples  of  this  in  2  Samuel  13:19, 
Esther  4:1-3,  Job  42:6,  and  Jeremiah  6:26.  During  Lent,  ancient 
Christians  mourned  their  sins  and  repented  of  them,  so  it 
was  appropriate  for  them  to  show  their  sincerity  by  having 
ashes  on  their  foreheads.  The  custom  has  persisted  in  the 
church  as  secular  society  has  changed  around  us. 

It  is  most  appropriate  on  Ash  Wednesday,  when  we  begin 
a  period  of  sober  reflection,  self-examination,  and  spiritual 
redirection. 

Traditionally,  the  ashes  for  the  Ash  Wednesday  service 
come  from  burning  the  palm  fronds  from  the  previous  year's 
Palm  Sunday  celebration.  If  you  burn  the  palm  fronds 
yourself,  don't  add  any  other  ingredient — just  burn  the  ashes 
plain.  Add  a  little  oil  to  the  ashes  so  that  they  will  stick  to 
people's  foreheads.  Of  course,  it  is  easier  to  purchase  them 
from  a  religious  supply  house.  Don't  overestimate  how  much 
you  need!  It  is  amazing  how  far  a  small  amount  of  ashes  will 
go!  '  A 
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MEXICO  UPDATE:  SALTILLO 
July  i,  2005 


We  hope  you 
are  all  doing 
well!  We  rested  a 
few  days  in 
Rosita  and  left 
for  Saltillo  on 
Tuesday!  We 
had  a  great  time 
working  for  the 
Lord,  fellowshiping,  sightseeing,  and 
planning  the  high  school  trip!  It's 
much  cooler  in  Saltillo,  the  food  is 
wonderful,  and  the  people  are  so  in 
love  with  God — they  are  true  ser- 
vants! We  stayed  with  the  Rangel 
family — Erasmo  (preacher  at  Cristo 
Viene  Church),  Maricruz  (his  wife), 
Wendy,  Victor,  and  Jonathan  (their 
kids — all  teenagers).  After  all  of  the 
times  that  I've  been  to  Saltillo,  I  fi- 
nally had  to  pay  attention  to  where 
we  were  going  so  that  I  could  guide 
Chris  through  the  crazy  maze  that 
they  call  streets!  We  learned  a  lot  from 
our  Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
while  we  were  there,  and  I'd  like  to 
share  a  little  of  that  with  you  as  well 
as  a  few  events  from  the  week! 

From  the  beginning  God  worked 
out  the  details,  because  we  called  on 
Sunday  afternoon  to  make  plans  for 
the  week  and  were  able  to  work  out 
most  of  the  details  except  for  where 
we  would  meet.  When  we  called  back 
on  Monday,  the  Rangel's  phone  had 
been  cut  off  (because  of  a  sickness  in 
the  family  that  was  more  important 
than  the  phone).  We  were  able  to  re- 
lay a  message  through  Maricruz's  sis- 
ter, who  lives  nearby,  but  it  would 
have  been  pretty  difficult  to  make 
plans  that  way. 

We  worked  in  three  churches — 
Sinai,  Cristo  Viene,  and  a  mission  that 
started  around  this  time  last  year  in 
Ramos.  I  was  incredibly  thankful  for 


by  Rachel  Embler 

Chris'  and  Heather's  help  this  year. 
It  allowed  us  to  work  in  more  places 
and  for  things  to  be  a  lot  less  hectic 
during  the  lesson  and  craft!  One  of 
my  dear  friends  always  says  "Many 
hands  make  light  work,"  and  I  found 
out  just  how  true  that  really  is. 

Chris  spoke  twice  at  Cristo  Viene— 
once  to  share  his  testimony  and  once 
he  shared  about  the  body  of  Christ 
and  how  he  has  seen  that  lived  out 
this  summer.  First,  he  saw  it  on  the 
work  team  as  they  put  the  roof  on  the 
church,  because  everyone  had  a  job 
to  do  and  had  to  fulfill  a  certain  role. 
Through  all  of  the  brothers  working 
together  using  the  skills  God  had 
given  them,  they  were  able  to  accom- 
plish what  seemed  like  an  impossible 
task  at  the  beginning  of  the  week. 
This  same  concept  was  true  as  we 
worked  in  Saltillo — the  Holy  Spirit 
bound  us  together  and  allowed  us  to 
accomplish  His  work — each  doing 
his  or  her  own  part. 

Something  that  made  a  huge  im- 
pact on  Chris  and  always  leaves  me 
in  awe  was  the  spirit  of  service  about 
the  Rangel  family.  I  mentioned  ear- 
lier that  all  of  their  children  are  teen- 
agers for  a  reason.  At  home  many 
times  teenagers  do  their  own  thing 
and  don't  really  want  to  hang  around 
with  their  family  all  day  much  less 
help  out  constantly  around  the  house. 
It  was  so  obvious  that  this  was  the 
norm  in  this  family  though — all  five 
of  them  served  us  from  the  time  we 
woke  up  to  the  time  we  went  to  sleep 
the  entire  week.  No  one  complained, 
there  was  no  discussion  of  "We  don't 
have  time  for  this"  or  'I  don't  want 
to  do  that."  Erasmo,  Maricruz,  and 
Wendy  even  gave  up  their  beds  so 
that  Heather,  Chris,  and  I  would  have 
a  comfortable  bed  to  sleep  in.  We 


couldn't  talk  them  out  of  it — they  had 
decided  that  they  wanted  to  serve  us 
in  this  way.  As  I  told  you  earlier,  there 
were  also  medical  expenses  earlier  in 
the  month  that  caused  them  not  to  be 
able  to  pay  their  phone  bill,  but  we 
had  a  good  meal  to  eat  three  times  a 
day  and  they  fed  any  of  the  church 
people  or  neighbors  who  were  there 
as  well.  While  we  were  there, 
Erasmo's  1974  truck  broke  down 
again  from  so  much  driving  back  and 
forth  and  so  much  use.  Not  once  were 
they  concerned  about  the  situation. 
Their  attitude  the  entire  time  was  one 
of  service  to  the  Lord  and  faith  that 
He  would  provide  for  all  of  their 
needs.  I'm  telling  you — I  have  a  lot 
to  learn  about  service  and  faith!  It's 
possible  that  the  adults  could  put  on 
a  show,  but  teenagers  don't  do  that. 
We  were  so  amazed! 

One  of  the  church  members  came 
over  on  Saturday  to  clean  the  church 
for  Sunday  services,  and  she  stayed 
to  talk  for  a  bit.  She  explained  that 
her  husband  and  son  were  not  Chris- 
tians and  up  to  this  point,  they  don't 
want  anything  to  do  with  church.  Her 
husband  has  a  lot  of  debt  and  many 
times  uses  his  paycheck  to  drink,  so 
she  often  doesn't  know  where  the 
money  will  come  from  to  provide 
food  for  the  family.  She  told  us  that 
she  doesn't  worry  anymore  though 
because  God  provides  for  them 
everytime  and  she  is  trusting  that 
God  will  change  her  husband  and  her 
son — not  just  that  they  will  accept 
Christ,  but  that  they  will  preach/ 
share  His  Word  with  others. 

Saturday  night,  we  ate  dinner  with 
another  family  in  Saltillo.  That  Friday 
the  dad  learned  that  they  would  be 
closing  the  plant  were  he  works  for  a 
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The  Tree  Will  Baptiat    7    March  2000 


month  or  more  and  he  would  only 
get  a  fraction  of  his  salary  during  this 
time.  Again — they  trusted  God  to 
provide — they  served  us  a  delicious 
meal  that  even  included  a  cake!  As 
we  were  leaving,  the  mom  gave  Chris 
a  beautiful  picture  that  she  had  made 
out  of  tin  simply  because  Chris  had 
commented  on  how  pretty  it  was  and 
what  a  good  job  she  had  done  on  it 
when  we  were  visiting  earlier  in  the 
week.  How  incredible  is  that?!  What 
was  even  more  amazing  is  that  a  little 
boy  named  Alan  was  with  us.  His 
dad  had  just  gotten  work  again,  so 
the  family  didn't  have  very  much 
money.  The  past  due  bills  had  to  be 
paid,  etc.  Saturday  was  Alan's  fourth 
birthday  and,  of  course,  there  was  no 
money  for  a  cake — but  God  provided 


for  Alan  anyway  because  they  served 
him  a  big  piece  of  cake  with  a  peach 
and  a  cherry  on  top  at  dinner!  We  are 
so  blessed  to  serve  an  all-knowing, 
loving  God! 

After  all  the  trouble  we  had  getting 
the  insurance  and  crossing  the  bor- 
der with  the  car,  I  wasn't  sure  that  it 
was  the  right  thing  to  bring  it  or  ei- 
ther it  was  right  but  the  Devil  was 
mad  because  we  were  doing  God's 
work.  Now  I  would  say  that  it  was 
the  latter  instead  of  the  first.  We 
ended  up  needing  the  car  in  Saltillo 
for  several  reasons.  One  was  so  that 
we  could  work  in  two  different  loca- 
tions at  once.  Another  was  because 
Erasmo's  truck  broke  down  and  we 
didn't  have  another  way  to  get  to 
Ramos  to  work  on  Sunday.  Finally,  on 


Tuesday  right  before  we  left,  a  piece 
of  tin  fell  off  the  roof  and  sliced  open 
a  little  girl's  foot.  The  mom  came  to 
Brother  Erasmo's  house  because  he 
can  usually  help  in  situations  like 
this,  but  his  truck  wasn't  working. 
The  mom  didn't  have  money  to  call 
a  taxi  or  ambulance — plus  it  would 
take  too  much  time.  There  was  no  one 
who  could  take  this  little  girl  except 
us  since  we  had  a  car!  Again,  we  wit- 
nessed God's  provision. 

Well,  I  know  this  is  long,  but 
Saltillo's  a  special  place!  We  are  off 
to  Monclova  now  and  then  to  Rosita 
to  wash  clothes,  rest,  and  catch  up  on 
our  work.  May  God  bless  you  and 
keep  you  while  we  are  absent  one 
from  another! 

Love  always,  Chris  and  Rachel 


OUR  CHURCH 

(Interview  with  the  Reverend  Kosta  Ivanov  by  Willem  van  der  Plas) 


The  Rev. 
Kosta  Ivanov 
is  not  a  story 
writer.  He  is  a 
hard  working 
pastor  in  the 
churches  at 
Varna  and 
Targoviste. 
We  need  to 
press  him  to  write  something  about 
his  work  and  his  contacts  with  the 
people,  because  he  is  afraid  to  be 
boasting  when  he  writes  about  his 
work.  But  one  thing  is  sure:  Kosta 
loves  to  witness  Jesus  Christ  as  Sav- 
ior to  people  who  live  in  the  dark 
hopelessness  of  their  environment. 
I  asked  him:  "Kosta,  how  are  the 
church  members  perceiving  the  new 
building  in  Varna?"  He  told  me 
about  their  reactions. 

"Every  week,  the  members  are  ex- 
pressing how  thankful  they  are  to  the 
Lord  and  to  all  the  people  who  have 
supported  the  building  project 
through  prayers  and  faithful  dona- 
tions in  the  last  seven  years.  Our 
members  have  been  waiting  for 
many  years  to  worship  in  a  sanctu- 
ary, where  they  can  assemble 


together  as  the  Christian  community 
of  Gypsies,  being  among  equals.  At 
the  opening  and  dedication  services 
in  July  and  September,  many  people 
wept  of  happiness  because  this  is  the 
first  building  which  they  ever  had  in 
Varna  and  the  whole  region  around 
this  city.  Varna  has  a  population  of 
over  400,000  people.  They  hesitate  to 
speak  about  'our  church,'  instead 
they  speak  about  'the  Church  of 
Kosta'  or  'your  church.'  I  am  strug- 
gling to  teach  them  to  speak  about 
'our  church.'  We  have  been  dream- 
ing and  waiting  many  years  for  a 
building  where  we  can  meet  as  a 
Christian  congregation;  it  is  still  un- 
believable for  us. 

For  all  our  members  it  is  a  wonder- 
ful blessing  from  the  Lord  that  they 
have  their  own  place  to  worship,  to 
learn,  to  pray,  and  to  meditate;  a 
Church  for  Gypsies.  We  even  can  pro- 
vide shelter  to  children,  youth,  and 
adults  who  are  temporarily  home- 
less." 

How  are  things  developing?  Do  you 
see  growth  in  membership? 

"After  we  started  to  worship  in  the 
new  building,  we  have  no  absences 
among  the  regular  members  like  it 
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was  before.  They  come  with  joy  to 
worship,  to  study  the  Bible,  and  to 
meet  one  another  in  our  'clean'  build- 
ing. Many  Gypsies,  whom  I  have 
reached  before,  begin  to  attend  the 
meetings  regularly.  They  used  to 
come  once  in  a  while,  but  were  not 
trying  to  be  together  with  us  weekly. 

"The  youth  are  very  happy  with 
the  space,  the  stage  in  the  assembly 
hall,  and  the  instruments  to  perform 
praise  songs  for  worship.  They  have 
a  place  to  show  dramas  to  illuminate 
the  services.  We  have  many  newcom- 
ers who  make  a  lot  of  noise  and  need 
to  learn  our  rules  of  behavior  which 
are  new  to  them,  because  these  rules 
are  not  taught  at  home.  They  like  to 
sit  on  the  radiators,  window  sills  and 
tables.  We  must  teach  them  con- 
stantly to  sit  on  the  chairs.  Many  of 
them  live  in  small,  crowded  one  or 
two-room  houses,  where  they  usually 
sit  wherever  they  find  a  place,  mostly 
on  the  floor.  The  meetings  last  over 
three  hours,  because  they  like  to  lin- 
ger awhile  and  to  talk  together  in 
their  clean  building.  They  live  in  ar- 
eas without  paved  roads,  which  are 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


very  muddy  in  times  that  there  is  rain 
or  snow." 

Where  are  most  of  the  members 
coming  from? 

"Our  members  are  coming  from 
three  different  residential  quarters. 
They  have  to  take  two  different  line 
buses;  waiting  half  an  hour  to  be  able 
to  reach  their  church.  We  try  to  bring 
the  older  people  by  our  'micro-bus' 
(van),  which  can  hold  no  more  than 
eight  persons  besides  the  driver;  this 
is  a  traffic  law.  The  bus  is  in  a  bad 
condition  due  to  the  very  bad  roads. 
We  try  to  save  money  for  a  larger  bus, 
which  is  less  restricted  than  the 


micro-bus.  The  efforts  we  have  taken 
result  after  almost  two  years  saving 
about  Leva  750.00,  a  little  more  than 
$500  US  dollars.  You  know  that  the 
unemployment  is  very  high  in  Bul- 
garia. "It  takes  some  hours  to  gather 
the  members  from  the  various  quar- 
ters, which  are  Asparugovo  19  km 
away,  Quartal  Michail  Ivanov  12  km, 
and  Vladislavovo  14  km  away  from 
our  church.  We  tried  to  build  a  cen- 
ter in  one  of  these  three  quarters,  but 
the  authorities,  forced  by  the  elector- 
ate, refused  us  to  build  there.  That  we 
have  the  present  building  is  a  miracle. 
We  pray  hard  for  a  bus,  because  then 


the  building  will  surely  be  filled  with 
over  one  hundred  Gypsy  people  dur- 
ing worship  services  and  prayer 
meetings.  They  all  love  their  church 
and  I  hope  that  they  soon  learn  to  say: 
'Our  Church.' 

"My  wife  Christine  and  I  along 
with  many  Gypsy  believers  thank 
you  for  your  perseverance  to  make  it 
possible  tl  tat  we  can  worship  in  'OUR 
CHURCH,'  the  place  where  we  expe- 
rience the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
of  our  LORD.  Praises  to  the  Lord  who 
made  it  happen  through  you  who  are 
His  people." 


MARK  THIS  DATE  ON  YOUR  CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY,  MAY  24,  2006 ,  7:30  p.m. 
KORNEGAY  ARENA,  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
MISSION  RALLY 


MAY 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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8 

9 

10 

11 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  in  charge.  Speaker  to  be 
announced.  Make  your  plans  now  to  attend. 


SPECIAL  OFFERING:  Your  special  offering  at  this  Mission  Rally  is 
vital  for  the  continued  growth  of  your  missions  program.  Begin  to 
pray  NOW  and  ask  God  to  reveal  to  you  what  your  contribution  should 
be  this  year.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  generous  response.  I  hope 
all  of  you  can  attend  the  Rally;  but  if  you  cannot,  you  can  mail  your 
special  offering  to:  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  RO.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC 
28513.  You  will  still  receive  credit  for  the  Rally  offering. 

REMEMBER:  You  must  earmark  your  check  for  Foreign  Missions  or 
place  it  in  a  special  Foreign  Missions  envelope.  These  will  be  sent  to 
every  pastor  and  supplied  at  the  Rally. 

Harold  Jones,  Executive  Director 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
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FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
ANNUAL  TELETHON 
SUNDAY  MARCH  26, 2006 


ABB 


ERNATIUNAI 

railEIGN  MISSIONS 

P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
252.746.4963 


Dear  Lord,  Help  us  reach  the  Philippines,  Mexico,  Nepal,  India,  Bangledesh,  Bulgaria,  and 
the  nations  of  the  Earth.  The  Telethon  and  Day  of  Prayer  for  Revival  and  World  Missions  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  remember  the  nations  of  the  Earth  through  prayer  and  giving. 

Day  of  Prayer  for  Revival 
and  World  Missions  •  March  26, 2006 

PRAY  DAILY  FOR  THIS  GOAL. 

CALL  IN  YOUR  SPECIAL  OFFERING  BETWEEN  1:30  p.m.  1 5:30  p.m. 

252-746-4963 

Goal  2006:  A  total  of  $190,000  in  gifts  on  Telethon  Sunday.  THANK  YOU  FOR 
YOUR  GIFT  ON  TELETHON  SUNDAY. 
DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  REVIVAL  AND  WORLD  A^SSION5iViARCH26,2006 

PRA  YER  COAL  MARCH  26, 2006:  All  churches  joining  together  in  united  prayer  during 
the  Morning  Worship  Hour  in  one  accord  for  revival.  LET  US  PRA  Y! 


ConvtriTion  news 


CONVENTION  NOMINATION  PROCEDURES 

The  Nominating  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  invites  all  boards,  committees,  churches, 
and  pastors  to  submit  nominations  for  the  vacancies  to  be  filled  at  the  2006  Convention.  Nominations  must  include  the 
name,  church,  occupation,  and  a  short  paragraph  describing  the  qualifications  and/ or  gifts  the  person  would  bring  to 
the  board,  committee,  or  office,  and  the  name  of  the  person  or  group  making  the  nomination.  Nominations  must  be 
postmarked  no  later  than  March  31,  2006.  Nominations  received  after  that  date  will  not  be  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee. The  Nominating  Committee  will  make  its  decision  and  contact  the  persons  nominated. 

The  following  individuals  were  selected  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  serve  on  the  Nominating  Committee:  Adrian 
Grubbs,  Eastern,  (Chairman);  Al  Markuson,  Albemarle;  De  Eakes,  Western;  Aubrey  Williamson,  Cape  Fear;  Jackie 
Godwin,  Pee  Dee,  Alan  Joyner,  Central;  David  Still,  Paul  Palmer;  Dale  Belvin,  Piedmont. 


Vacancies  To  Be  Filled  At  The  2006  Convention 


Convention  Officers: 

President  (2008) 
Vice-President  (2008) 
Secretary  (2007) 
Executive  Committee: 
Cape  Fear  (2008) 
Central  (2008) 
Eastern  (2008) 
Children's  Home  Board: 
3  vacancies:  Terms  ending 
(2010) 

Church  Finance  Association 
Representative: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2007) 
Cragmont  Assembly  Stock 
Representative: 

2  vacancies:  Terms  ending 
(2009) 


Foreign  Missions: 
1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2011) 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  Representative: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2007) 
Home  Missions: 
1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2013) 
Minister's  Program: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2011) 
Mount  Olive  College: 

5  vacancies:  Terms  ending 
(2012) 

Retirement  Homes  Ministry: 

2  vacancies:  Terms  ending 
(2011) 


Convention  Board  of 
Trustees: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2009) 

Chaplain's  Commission: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2011) 

Commission  of  OFWB 

Student  Fellowships: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2009) 

Historical  Commission: 

1  vacancy:  Term  ending  (2009) 

Layman's  League  Board: 

4  vacancies:  Terms  ending 

(2009) 

Sunday  School  Board 

3  vacancies:  Terms  ending 
(2009) 


NOMINATION  FORM 


I  (we)  would  like  to  nominate 
fill  the  following  vacancy  


for  consideration  by  the  Nominating  Committee  to 


The  information  below  is  required  to  complete  the  nomination: 

Nominee's  Church  Membership  

Occupation  Qualifications  this  person  would  bring  to  the  position 


Conference 


Signature  of  person  or  group  making  the  recommendation  Date  

Mail  this  form  to:  Nominating  Committee,  2530  John  Green  Smith  Rd.,  Deep  Run,  NC  28525 
(Nominations  must  be  postmarked  by  March  31,  2006  to  be  considered.) 
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CONVENTION  2006 


"ENABLED  BY  THE  SPIRIT tf 

Tfe  94th  <AnnuaC  Session  oftfie 

convffiTion  or  o&iciriAL  mt  will  baptists 

May  23-25,  2006 


>1>ECML  EVEJffl  ftfCLODE; 


Tuesday,  May  23 

The  2nd  Annual  Pastor's  I.M.P.A.C.T.  Banquet 
Evening  Worship  featuring  the  multi-talented 

Bterided/feUxyMJ&hCp  Congregation/ 

Evening  Message  by  Pastor  Doug  Seymour 

Wednesday,  May  24 
Opening  Session  •  Ministry  Reports 
Special  Message  by  the  Reverend  Al  Markuson 
Afternoon  Workshops 
"Faith  in  Action"  •  "Understanding  Church  Government" 
"Marketing  Your  Church"  •  "Great  Music  in  the  Small  Church" 
Sunday  School  Banquet  •  Annual  Missions  Rally 

Thursday,  May  25 

Closing  Session  •  Ministry  Reports 
Special  Message  by  the  Reverend  Earl  Glenn 
Business  Session  •  Election  of  Officers 

Don't  miss  a  single  session  of  the  annual  meeting  of  your  denomination.  All  events  take  place  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive 
College.  Wednesday  workshops  are  attendees'  choice.  The  Sunday  School  Banquet  is  open  to  everyone  and  the  Missions 
Rally  will  be  hosted  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Details  on  all  events  will  be  available  soon. 

Motels  in  Mount  Olive:  Sleep  Inn:  (919)  658-1002  •  Southern  Belle:  (919)  658-9404 
Rooms  are  limited.  Mention  the  OFWB  Convention  to  obtain  special  rates. 
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I  AM  STILL  IS 

Submitted  by  the  Reverend  Tim  Heath 
Scripture  Text:  (John  14:5-7) 

Jesus  asked  His  disciples  "...whom  say  ye  that  I  am?"  in 
Matthew  16:15.  Peter  responded  in  verse  16  saying,  "Thou 
art  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  Then  in  verse  18 
Jesus  instructed  them  that  "...upon  this  rock  I  will  build 
my  church. ..."  Today  those  that  love  and  trust  Him  con- 
tinue His  church. 

I.  To  know  Him  is  to  know  the  Way 
There  are  two  ways: 

a.  Broad  way  that  leads  to  destruction 

b.  Narrow  way  that  leads  to  life 

II.  To  know  Him  is  to  know  the  Truth 
According  to  the  world  there  are  many  truths 

a.  The  truth  of  man,  that  which  seems  right 

b.  The  Truth  of  grace  and  mercy 

III.  To  know  Him  is  to  know  Life 
Some  say  to  live  like  you  are  dying 


(In  an  effort  to  keep  our  churches  focused  on  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists'  annual  theme,  the  Office  of 
Convention  Services  is  offering  a  monthly  presentation 
outline  to  use  at  your  discretion.  No  credit  is  necessary  and 
you  may  add  to  this  outline  based  upon  your  needs.) 


a.  Denying  the  power  of  God  and  the  "foolishness" 
of  the  cross 

b.  Have  a  life  built  upon  the  Rock — Jesus  Christ 

Jesus,  being  the  stone  that  the  builders  rejected,  is  still 
able  to  take  the  least  among  you  and  me  and  through  His 
great  strength  establish  you. 


Mark  Your  Calendars! 

for 

T'fie  94tk  ^nnuaf  Session  of  the 

(onvtmion  or  obicmql  mt  will  doptists 

May  23-25,  2006 
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(HILDRtn'S  tlOMC 


CAMPUS  VISITS 

Lately,  things  have  been  quiet  at  the  Children's  Home. 
The  children  were  still  able  to  enjoy  outdoor  outings  and 
activities,  due  to  the  unseasonably  warm  weather. 

Several  OFWB  churches,  Stony  Hill — Bailey,  Branch 
Chapel — Selma,  and  Crabpoint — Morehead  City,  came  to 
visit  the  Home.  They  prepared  meals,  played  games,  and 
brought  gifts  for  the  residents. 

We  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  shares  with  the 
Home.  The  children  get  to  see  first  hand  "Faith  in  Ac- 
tion/' through  sharing. 

TAX  TIME 

Several  residents  from  our  Preparation  for  Independent 
Living  Program  worked  part-time  jobs  last  summer.  An 
informal  class  is  held  on  campus  to  instruct  the  residents 
who  held  part-time  jobs  on  how  to  file  their  income  tax 
forms.  By  the  time  the  class  is  over,  everyone  is  ready  to 
mail  their  returns,  and  the  room  is  a  buzz  with  the  ques- 
tion: "When  will  I  get  my  refund?" 

The  Preparation  for  Independent  Living  Program  is  offered 
to  the  residents  of  the  Home  who  are  16  years  of  age  and 
who  exhibit  the  maturity  to  live  independently  and  pro- 
ductively. This  program  includes  all  aspects  of  seeking 
and  maintaining  employment,  with  emphasis  being 
placed  on  completing  high  school.  Each  resident  is  en- 
couraged to  make  decisions  regarding  his  or  her  future  in 
a  monitored,  but  less  dependent  environment.  We  cur- 
rently have  eight  participating  in  the  Preparation  for  Inde- 
pendent Living  Program. 


NEEDS  LIST 

Twin  size  Sheet  sets 
Twin  size  Comforters 
Microwave  Ovens 
Bathroom  Scales  (five  sets) 
Laundry  Supplies 
Cleaning  Supplies 
Dish  Detergent 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

The  Children's  Service  Director,  along  with  the  Resi- 
dent Managers  are  planning  a  Cultural  Event  for  the  resi- 
dents of  the  Home.  All  arrangements  have  not  been  fi- 
nalized, but  they  are  to  include  selecting  a  culture  and 
expounding  on  it  by  learning  and  sharing  facts  about  the 
culture,  possibly  demonstrating  the  dress  style,  and  pre- 
paring an  authentic  food  dish  to  share  with  the  campus. 

We're  excited  about  the  children  participating  in  this 
event,  and  we  can't  wait  to  see  their  creativity.  It  can  be 
counted  a  positive  experience  if  you  can  have  fun  and 
learn  all  at  the  same  time. 

CHANGE  FOR  CHILDREN 

Our  Change  for  Children  campaign  will  be  kicked  off 
in  May.  We  ask  that  you  start  preparing  your  church  fami- 
lies for  this  campaign.  Letters  will  be  mailed  to  the 
churches  later  this  month.  Start  praying  now  that  this  will 
again  be  a  successful  campaign- 

REPORT  CARDS  SHOW 
POSITIVE  RESULTS 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  we  had  four  students 
on  the  A/B  Honor  Roll  for  the  third  six  weeks  of  the  Fall 
Semester.  Anthony  S.,  a  freshman,  was  chosen  "Student 
of  the  Month"  from  his  Math  class. 

The  children  who  come  to  live  at  the  Children's  Home 
come  from  a  variety  of  economic  and  ethnic  backgrounds. 
Often  they  have  experienced  crisis  situations  and  diverse 
family  structures. 

We  are  proud  that  they  are  able  to  build  their  lives  and 
accomplish  goals  in  an  encouraging  environment.  We 
thank  the  many  Free  Will  Baptists  and  others  who  have 
given  their  prayers  and  support  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home,  as  we  continue  to  minister  to  His  chil- 
dren. We  are  making  a  difference. 


Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go:  and  when  he  is  old,  he 
will  not  depart  from  it 
(Proverbs  22:6). 
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SunDAY  School  Umistry 


THE  THIRTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  SESSION 
OF  THE  MID- ATLANTIC  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

ASSOCIATION 

The  Mid-Atlantic  Christian  Education  Association  will  meet  at  Providence  Place  in  High 
Point,  NC  on  March  23-25,  2006.  The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Ron  McManus  who  is  the 
president  of  the  Center  for  Church  Leadership,  General  Council  of  the  Assemblies  of  God. 
He  comes  highly  recommended  and  is  a  worldwide  speaking  minister  with  a  heart  for 
pastors  and  a  passion  for  leadership  training.  The  theme  for  the  weekend  will  be  Light- 
ing the  Way.  The  Scripture  reference  is  Psalm  119:105. 
During  this  weekend,  participants  will  have  the  opportunity  for  over  100  workshops  led 
by  nationally  known  speakers.  This  is  a  weekend  of  exciting  and  informational  Christian  Education  training!  There 
will  be  workshops  covering  such  subjects  as  Daycare,  Early  Childhood,  Children,  Youth,  Adults,  Family  Life,  Pastors, 
Women's  Ministry,  Church  Leadership,  Hispanic  Track,  and  many  others.  There  will  be  inspiring  worship  and  innova- 
tive exhibits. 

The  registration  fee  will  be  $50  at  the  door.  You  may  register  as  a  church.  For  registration  information,  you  may  call 
(800)  321-7495  or  visit  the  website  at  <www.macea.org>. 

The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Sunday  School  Ministry  recommends  this  opportunity  for  training.  This  is  the  parent 
organization  for  Coastal  MACEA,  of  which  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry  is  a  co-sponsor,  that  meets  on  August 
11-12,  2006  at  the  Riverfront  Convention  Center  in  New  Bern,  NC. 

Laura  Belle  Barnard  and  India 


(This  article  is  a  partial  re-print  from  pp 
July  28, 1943,  Vol.  58,  No.  29.  The  original 

In  the  consideration  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Missions,  the  name 
of  Miss  Laura  Belle  Barnard  and  that  of  India  immediately 
become  inseparable.  Miss  Barnard  went  to  India  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  1935.  She  spent 
five  years  on  the  field,  which  is  the  usual  time  limit  for  a 
missionary  without  taking  a  furlough  for  rest, 
returning  home  in  1940.  God  greatly  blessed 
her  work  while  there,  and  before  her  the 
door  of  opportunity  swung  wide  open  for 
Free  Will  Baptists  to  launch  a  great  work 
in  that  needy  land. 

Miss  Barnard  spent  five  years  working 
in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  India  with 
the  Kota  tribe,  near  Kotagiri.  A  small  but 
very  worthy  school  was  established,  and  a 
building  was  erected. 

During  the  years  of  her  work,  she  gave  due  study  to  the 
entire  expanse  of  the  Indian  mission  field  in  view  of  a  sec- 
tion where  Free  Will  Baptists  might  launch  a  work  directly 
in  the  name  of  our  Church.  A  section  known  as  Purnea  Dis- 
trict, in  the  Bihar  Province,  northeast  India,  presented  itself 
as  being  a  very  needy  field.  Just  before  returning  to  the  States, 
she  made  an  investigating  tour  in  the  district,  and  as  con- 
cerning the  needs  and  opportunities  she  found  them  even 
greater  than  had  been  anticipated.  She  was  informed  the 
district  has  two  and  one  fourth  millions  of  people  without  a 
Protestant  Missionary  among  them.  Miss  Barnard,  even 


8-9  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday, 
article  appeared  as  part  of  the  missions  report.) 

though  under  great  physical  strain,  proceeded  to  take  all 
necessary  official  and  legal  steps  in  order  to  gain  permission 
for  our  people  to  enter  and  launch  a  work  in  Purnea  District. 
Our  Church  was  graciously  granted  the  privilege.  As  recently 
as  October,  1942,  a  cablegram  from  India  stated  that  the  op- 
portunity is  yet  ours. 

Miss  Barnard  returned  to  the  States  for 
rest  and  to  secure  workers  to  take  back  to 
Purnea  District,  intending  to  stay  in  the 
States  only  one  year.  In  the  meantime,  the 
war  situation  became  such  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  secure  passage  to  India.  There- 
fore, she  has  been  spending  her  time  in  the 
States  working  diligently  in  the  interest  of 
our  missionary  program.  Though  her  heart 
has  been  in  India,  she  has  done  great  good  in 
the  interest  of  missions  at  home:  having  taught  the  Mission- 
ary Course  in  our  Bible  College  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

As  to  Miss  Barnard's  return  to  India,  new  assurance  has 
been  given  recently.  Quoting  from  a  letter  she  received  from 
the  Department  of  State,  "The  Department  is  prepared  to 
provide  you  with  the  passport  facilities  for  travel  to  India." 
So  she  is  now  making  preparation  to  return  to  that  great 
mission  field. 

Miss  Barnard's  home  is  at  Glennville,  Georgia.  She  has 
borne  a  worthy  record  in  our  midst,  and  merits  our  very 
best  in  support  of  her  and  her  work. 


olden. 
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(RflCMonT  Assembly 


NEW  HEIGHTS  PHASE  II— 
CONSTRUCTION 
HAS  BEGUN 

After  months  of  preparation,  anticipation,  and  prayer 
Phase  II  of  our  New  Heights  campaign  has  begun!  As  of 
this  writing  site  preparation  is  well  underway  (please  view 
our  website  at  <www.cragmontassembly.com>  for  pic- 
tures). Due  to  be  completed  this  year,  this  new  one  story, 
forty  bed  space  lodge  will  be  a  much  needed  addition. 
Not  only  are  we  getting  much  needed  bed  space  for  sum- 
mer camping  and  weekend  retreats,  but  we  will  also  be 
getting  a  much  needed  classroom/seminar  area.  Site 
preparation,  construction,  and  furnishing  costs  are  esti- 
mated at  $550.  While  one  might  contend  this  to  be  a  huge 
sum  of  money,  consider  another  way  of  stating  the  fig- 
ure. We  need  550  friends  to  make  a  $1,000  pledge  payable 
over  a  five  year  period.  That's  $200  a  year,  $17  a  month — 
or  a  cup  of  coffee  a  day!  Call  Bryant  at  (252)  670-8424  or 
John  toll-free  at  Cragmont  (877)  669-7677  to  learn  how 
you  can  help  us  move  from  view  to  vision! 


THE  HOLLIFIELD  HOUSE- 
UPDATE 

The  Hollif  ield  House  is  a  three  bedroom,  one  bath  home 
located  directly  across  the  street  from  the  main  building. 
Many  thanks  to  all  who  have  helped  in  this  renovation 
project.  Thus  far  the  house  has  received  a  new  roof,  new 
vinyl  replacement  windows,  and  new  vinyl  siding.  Other 
improvements  are  scheduled  for  2006.  Call  John  toll-free 
at  (877)  669-7677  if  your  church  or  organization  would 
like  to  be  a  part  of  this  project. 

IT'S  COMING... 

The  Second  Annual  Cragmont  Tractor /Truck  Pull  co- 
sponsored  by  Cragmont  and  the  Bethel  Men's  Fellowship 
will  be  held  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  May  5-6  at  Four  Oaks, 
NC.  Look  Tor  further  information  on  our  website  and  up- 
coming issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  or  contact  Jim  Best 
at  (919)  894-3865  or  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  670-8424  for 
further  information. 


PARTNERSHIP  IN  MINISTRY 
DEACON/PASTOR  ENRICHMENT  SEMINAR 

March  23-25,  2006 


Seminar  Leader:  Dr.  David  Hines 
Seminar  Focus:  Spiritual  Leadership 

Cost:  $100  per  person  (double  occupancy  Partnership  In  Ministry). 
Includes  all  meals  and  main  building  lodging. 
($85  per  person  dorm  lodging) 

Name  

Address  

City,  State,  Zip  

Telephone  

Church  

Roommate/  s  


Return  with  $50  deposit  (balance  due  upon  arrival)  to:  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Cragmont.  For  further  information,  call  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  670-8424. 
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April  21-23 
June  5-10 
June  12-17 
June  19-24 
June  26-July  1 
July  10-15 
July  17-22 
July  24-29 
July  31-August  5 
August  7-10 
September  11-13 


CRAGMONT  2006  CALENDAR 

Morning  Star  Conference,  Teresa  Ball,  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Grifton,  NC  28530,  (252)  524-4644 
Day  Spring  Conference,  Teresa  Ball,  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Grifton,  NC  28530,  (252)  524-4644 
Cragmont  Youth  Conference,  Bryant  Hines,  1610  Trent  Blvd.,  New  Bern,  NC  28560,  (252)  633-2683 
Christian  Cadet  Conference,  Wes  Boyd,  794  Church  of  God  Road,  Goldsboro,  NC  (919)  736-9436 
Youth  Frontier  Conference,  Frankie  Baggett,  5403  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Ayden,  NC  28513,  (252)  746-7850 
General  Youth  II  Conference,  John  Robert  Harris,  2514  Olde  Dutch  Court,  Kinston,  NC  28504,  (252)  208-1781 
General  Youth  I  Conference,  Bryant  Hines,  1610  Trent  Blvd.  New  Bern,  NC  28560,  (252)  633-2683 
Young  People  Bible  Conference,  Rudy  Owens,  1515  US  70- A,  Selma,  NC  27576,  (919)  965-2796 
August  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Teresa  Ball,  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Grifton,  NC  28530,  (252)  524-4677 
Pee  Dee  Youth  Conference,  Bryant  Hines,  1610  Trent  Blvd.,  New  Bern,  NC  28560,  (252)  633-2683 
Ministerial  Association  Conference,  Bryant  Hines,  1610  Trent  Road,  New  Bern,  NC  28560,  (252)  633-2683 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  HONORING 
DR.  AND  MRS.  W.  BURKETTE  RAPER 
Building  an  Academic  Center 

There  is  no  building  more  important  to  the  continued  growth 
of  Mount  Olive  College  than  the  46,218  square  foot  academic  com- 
plex presently  under  construction  at  the  College.  It  will  house  the 
School  of  Business,  Agribusiness  Center,  and  Department  of  Sci- 
ence and  Mathematics  as  well  as  a  500-seat  auditorium  and  will 
double  the  College's  current  classroom  space. 

A  building  of  such  importance  and  magnitude  deserves  a  spe- 
cial name.  For  that  reason,  the  Board  of  Trustees  announced  in 
November  2004  that  the  academic  complex  would  be  named  in 
honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper.  This  is  a  fitting  tribute  to  a  couple 
who,  with  courage,  determination,  and  personal  sacrifice,  have 
made  it  their  life's  work  to  provide  leadership  for  a  college  that  is 
rooted  in  the  Christian  faith.  It  is  apparent  that  there  might  not 
have  been  a  Mount  Olive  College  had  it  not  been  for  this  dynamic  couple.  The  cost  of  construction  for  the  academic 
center  is  more  than  $8  million;  however,  the  naming  opportunity  is  $2  million. 

We  invite  you  as  individuals  and  churches  to  express  your  appreciation  for  the  Rapers  in  this  special  way  of  honor- 
ing them.  Your  commitment  will  not  only  honor  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  in  a  tangible  way  but  it  will  also  help  provide 
much  needed  facilities  for  a  growing  and  deserving  student  body.  Mount  Olive  College  appreciates  your  joining  with 
us  in  honoring  a  couple  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  helping  others. 

Literature  is  available  that  highlights  the  50  years  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  have  unselfishly  dedicated  to  the  College  and 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  and  tells  why  it  is  appropriate  to  honor  them  with  naming  the  academic  center  The  W. 
Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper  Hall.  Anyone  desiring  copies  of  this  material  should  contact  Jean  F.  Ackiss. 

Those  who  wish  to  make  a  five-year  commitment  or  a  one-time  gift  to  honor  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  may  complete  the 
form  on  the  next  page  and  mail  to  Jean  F.  Ackiss  or  they  may  contact  her  at  the  numbers  or  addresses  listed  below. 
Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Support,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  (919)  658-7744  (800)  653-0854 
or  e-mail  <jfackiss@moc.edu> 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
Naming  Academic  Complex  in  Honor  of  W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper 
To  honor  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Raper  and  further  advance  the  cause  of  Christian  higher 
education  at  Mount  Olive  College,  I  (we)  make  the  following  commitment. 


Name 


Home  Address 
Home  Phone  


OFWB  Church 


Business  Information     (If  Applicable) 


Business  Name 


Business  Address 
Business  Phone  


Business  Fax 


My  Commitment 


I  would  like  to  commit  $  monthly;  $ 

$  annually  beginning  

J  I  would  like  to  receive  reminders. 
Signature  


Method  of  Payment 


 If  alumni,  list  years  attended  

City  State  Zip  _ 


E-mail  Address . 


Conference 


My  company  will  match  my  gift. 
Web  Address  


City 


State 


Zip. 


Business  E-mail 


quarterly;  $ 


for  a  total  of  $ 


for 


semi-annually; 
 year(s). 


Today's  Date: 


My  check  in  the  amount  of  $ 


is  enclosed:  (Checks  payable  to  Mount  Olive  College) 


□  Credit  Card  Payment:       I     I  Visa      I     1  MasterCard       I     I  Discover      I  ^American  Express 


Account  # 
Signature  . 


Expiration  Date: 
Today's  Date:  


Thank  You  for  Your  Commitment 
^Your  gift  is  tax  deductible  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law* 

Please  return  to:  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church  Support, 
Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
(919)  658-7744      (800)  653-0854 
Web  Site:  <www.moc.edu>         E-mail  Address:  <jfackiss@moc.edu> 
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SUMMER  OPPORTUNITIES 

Mount  Olive  College  has  many  opportunities  for  Summer  School.  Anyone  interested  in  attending  these  summer 
college  classes  should  contact  the  MOC  Admissions  Department  at  (919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854  or 
<admissions@moc.edu>. 

FWB  CHURCH  NIGHT  AWARDS 


"The  Young  Disciples"  group  from  Pine 
Level  Church  sang  the  National  Anthem 
under  the  direction  of  Donald  Coates,  pas- 
tor. 


FREE  THROW  WINNERS 


THREE  POINT  WINNERS 


First  row:  (L-R):  Kari  Burford,  Wooten's  Chapel;  Mikala 
Goehring,  Saint's  Delight.  Second  row:  (L-R):  Sydney  Sheppard, 
Wooten's  Chapel;  Jaquan  Brock,  Hull  Road;  Jonathon  Croom,  Pleas- 
ant Hill;  Dalton  ]ones,  Sarecta;  Johnathon  Carroll,  Powhatan; 
Nickie  Womble,  Daniel's  Chapel;  Laurie  Williamson,  Daniel's 
Chapel.  Third  Row:  (L-R):  Khristopher  Burford,  Wooten's  Chapel; 
Dakota  Ellis,  Daniel's  Chapel;  Meghan  Watson,  Pine  Level  FWB; 
Allen  Pugh,  Daniel's  Chapel;  Justin  Ellis,  Daniel's  Chapel;  An- 
drew Shirley,  Lee's  Chapel;  Spencer  Skinner,  Daniel's  Chapel;  Zach 
Miller,  Daniel's  Chapel;  Bradley  Radcliff,  Free  Union. 

SOFTBALL  THROW  WINNERS 


(L-R):David  Currie,  Marsh  Swamp  Parker  Baucom,  Wooten's 
Chapel;  Keith  Woodard,  Rains  Crossroads;  Tim  Heath,  Saint's 
Delight. 

ATTENDANCE  CERTIFICATES 


Group  ofOFWB  youth  won 
the  Softball  Throw  at  Church 
Night  sponsored  by  Mount 
Olive  College. 


(L-R):  JeffEisen,  Athletic  Director;  the  Rev.  Johnny 
Sullivan,  pastor  of  Daniel's  Chapel  Church;  the  Rev. 
Donald  Coates,  pastor  of  Pine  Level  Church;  and  Tim 
Woodard,  Director  of  Admissions.  Daniel's  Chapel  and 
Pine  Level  Churches  received  certificates  for  having  the 
largest  church  attendance  at  Church  Night. 
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To:  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Laypersons 

From:  David  Hines,  Religion  Department  Chair 

Subject:       Nominations  for  the  2006  Elder  P.  T.  Lucas  Pastor's  Award 

In  recognition  of  the  outstanding  service  rendered  by  many  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  pastors,  Dr.  Tho- 
mas R.  Morris  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  has  established  the  Elder  P.  T.  Lucas  Pastor's  Award  through 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  purpose  of  this  award  is  to  recognize  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  pastor  for 
extraordinary  leadership  and  service  to  his  church,  community,  and  denomination.  Emphasis  is  to  be  upon 
pastoral  services.  There  will  be  two  awards  this  year,  one  recognizing  a  full-time  minister  and  the  other  a  bi- 
vocational  minister.  The  award  is  to  be  used  by  the  recipients  to  strengthen  and  enrich  their  pastoral  minis- 
try. The  recipients  are  to  provide  a  written  report  within  one  year  of  being  recognized  of  how  the  funds 
benefited  their  pastoral  ministries. 

Originally  from  the  Union  Grove  Church  near  Nahunta,  Dr.  Morris  is  providing  two  $1,000  awards  as  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Elder  P.  T.  Lucas,  Dr.  Morris'  great-grandfather.  Elder  Lucas,  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minis- 
ter early  in  the  twentieth  century,  is  remembered  for  his  pastoral  services.  In  sponsoring  this  award,  Dr. 
Morris  is  seeking  to  strengthen  and  support  the  pastoral  ministry. 

The  recipients  will  be  selected  from  those  nominated  by  their  churches  according  to  the  following  criteria: 

1.  Pastoral  Leadership  and  Service.  This  category,  which  will  receive  the  greatest  weighing  in  the  evalu- 
ation, includes  effectiveness  as  a  faithful  pastor,  as  a  preacher  and  teacher  of  God's  Word,  and  as  a 
leader  for  church  growth  and  development; 

2.  Denominational  Service,  including  service  to  our  convention,  the  conference,  and  to  our  denomina- 
tional       ministries;  and 

3.  Community  Service,  including  services  such  as  participation  in  local  community  ministries  and  ser- 
vice as  a  volunteer  chaplain. 

If  you  feel  that  your  pastor  has  excelled  in  these  areas,  your  church  is  encouraged  to  nominate  your 
pastor  for  this  award  by  completing  the  following  information  sheet  and  attaching  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion. Both  the  information  sheet  and  the  letter  must  be  signed  by  the  clerk  of  your  church  and  the  deacon 
chair.  To  be  considered  for  the  2006  award,  nominations  must  be  received  by  April  30.  The  recipients  will  be 
announced  during  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  May  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

The  selection  committee  for  this  award  will  includes  representatives  from  the  North  Carolina  Ministerial 
Association  and  Mount  Olive  College.  Please  address  all  nominations  or  questions  to:  The  Elder  P.  T.  Lucas 
Pastor  Award  Selection  Committee,  Mount  Olive  College,  call  Dr.  David  Hines  at  the  College  (919)  658-2502 
or  (800)  653-0854  or  e-mail  Dr.  Flines  at  <dhines@moc.edu>. 


NOMINATION  FORM  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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NOMINATION  FORM 

Pastor's  name:   Telephone:  

Address:  

Current  pastorate:   Beginning  date:  

Conference  membership:  Date  ordained:  

1.  Pastoral  Leadership  and  Service.  In  the  space  below  or  in  a  letter  of  recommendation  describe  your  minister's 
effectiveness  as  a  faithful  pastor,  as  a  preacher  and  teacher  of  God's  Word,  and  as  a  leader  for  church  growth  and 
development.  Please  note  that  the  major  criteria  for  this  award  is  extraordinary  pastoral  service.  Give  specific 
examples. 


2.  Denominational  Service.  In  the  space  below  note  services  to  our  convention,  the  conference,  and  to  our  denomi- 
national ministries.  Include  offices  held,  board  memberships,  and  involvement  in  special  projects.  Give  the  dates 
when  appropriate. 


3.  Community  Service.  Note  participation  in  local  community  ministries  such  as  service  as  a  volunteer  chaplain. 
List  offices  held  and  give  the  dates  when  appropriate. 


Please  attach  any  additional  information  you  think  might  help  the  committee  evaluate  the  services  of  your  pastor. 

Signatures:  

Deacon  Chair  Date  Church  Clerk  Date 

Please  return  this  form  along  with  a  letter  of  recommendation  by  April  30  to:  Pastor  Award  Selection  Committee, 
Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365.  For  information,  call  Dr.  David  Hines  at 
(919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854,  or  e-mail  Dr.  Hines  at  <dhines@moc.edu>. 
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BIRCHER  RETURNED  TO  ALMA  MATER  FOR  CONCERT 


Scott  Bircher,  a  Christian  contem- 
porary singer,  recently  performed  in 
Rodgers  Chapel.  His  performance 
was  co-sponsored  by  CAB  (Campus 
Activity  Board)  and  the  Big  Coffee. 

Scott  Bircher  of  Vanceboro,  gradu- 
ated from  Mount  Olive  College  with 
a  degree  in  sports  management,  not 
music!  Bircher  explained  how  he  be- 
gan his  singing  career,  "I  grew  up 
playing  music  with  my  family  in  lo- 
cal eastern  NC  churches,  but  didn't 
start  singing  till  'late  in  life.'"  When 
he  was  20  years  old,  Bircher  joined  a 
bunch  of  Mount  Olive  College  gradu- 
ates to  form  a  local  gospel  group.  He 
went  on  to  accept  a  full-time  singing 
position  in  a  Christian  music  trio, 
began  full-time  ministry  vvith  them 
in  Ohio  from  '96-'98  (toured  around 
the  US,  500  worship  services,  part  of 
the  Gaither  Video  Series  for  three 
years),  and  completed  two  Scott 
Bircher  Ministries  solo  projects. 
"Now  I  have  just  completed  the  third 
Scott  Bircher  Ministries  solo  project, 
'All  of  My  Love.'"  This  recording 
took  place  in  Nashville,  TN  with  the 
help  of  many  top  recording  artists 
and  musicians.  In  addition,  the  'Cel- 
ebration of  Life'  Choir  from 
Nashville  joined  me  on  the  title  cut 


Scott  Bircher 

'All  of  My  Love'  and  the  80's  cover,  T 
Want  to  Know  What  Love  Is.'  Scott 
Bircher 's  CDs  are  available  to  pur- 
chase at  our  bookstore. 

In  addition  to  touring,  Bircher  also 
serves  as  Saturday  Worship  Arts  Co- 
ordinator at  Covenant  United  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Winterville,  NC.  He 
is  involved  in  the  family  business 
(McCoy  Family  Farms — a  place  to 
take  youth  and  groups  for  a  true  farm 
experience).  He  has  a  wife,  Emma, 
and  two  children.  Scott  Bircher's 
grandfather,  Woodrow  McCoy,  was 
a  strong  supporter  of  the  College  and 
on  the  board  of  trustees  when  the 
Murphy  Regional  Center  was  built. 

Scott  Bircher  was  involved  in 


several  religious  organizations  on 
campus  while  a  student  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  In  addition,  he  served 
in  leadership  capacity  in  the  Student 
Government  Association.  "Mount 
Olive  College  will  always  have  a  spe- 
cial place  in  my  heart;  from  growing 
up  in  a  Free  Will  Baptist  church  in 
Cove  City,  NC;  to  actually  attending 
Mount  Olive  College  for  four  (and  a 
half)  years!"  exclaimed  Bircher.  "I'm 
excited  about  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
press the  love  and  joy  of  God;  and  to 
use  the  gifts  He  has  blessed  me 
with  for  His  glory.  I'm  not  about  sing- 
ing in  concerts  or  'shows';  though  I 
believe  Christian  music  should 
be  entertaining.  I  want  to  promote  a 
daily  worship  lifestyle,  not  an  hour 
'sing-along  with  Scott.'  God  has  a 
calling  on  all  of  our  lives;  I  just  want 
to  be  obedient  to  the  call  on  mine." 

"Scott's  singing  is  real — he  shares 
his  testimony  about  his  love  for  Jesus 
Christ  and  others  through  his  words 
and  songs,"  stated  Julie  Beck,  advi- 
sor to  CAB.  "Scott  put  on  a  wonder- 
ful performance!  He  is  so  musically 
talented  and  we  were  fortunate  to 
have  him  sharing  his  ministry  with 
the  Mount  Olive  College  family." 


OFWB  PROSPECTIVE  STUDENTS  ON  VISITATION  DAY 


OFWB  High  School  students  attended 
Visitation  Day  on  January  16,  2006.  Both 
students  and  parents  had  the  opportunity 
to  tour  the  campus,  meet  professors  and 
students,  attend  admissions  and  financial 
aid  workshops,  audition  for  music  and  art 
scholarships,  and  get  information  about 
NCAA  Division  II  athletics  eligibility. 
Students  shown  from  left  to  right  were 
Bryan  Harrison,  Laura  Beth  Parker, 
Armatha  Noles  (Smyrna  Church),  Jordan 
Evans  (Elm  Grove  Church),  Greg  Baker, 
Matt  Cockrell  (Kenly  Church),  and 
Amanda  Weathington  (Black  Jack  Church). 
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GOING  THE  EXTRA  MILE 


Anyone  who  has  ever  earned  a  col- 
lege degree  knows  the  sacrifice  in- 
volved. It  takes  hard  work,  determi- 
nation, and  the  willingness  to  go  the 
extra  mile  to  achieve  the  ultimate  goal. 
Perhaps  no  one  knows  this  better  than 
December  graduate  Wayne  Oliver. 

This  34-year  old  husband,  father, 
and  disabled  American  Veteran, 
knows  about  sacrifice.  After  high 
school,  Oliver  served  seven  years  in 
the  Nuclear  Navy  earning  numerous 
medals  and  letters  of  commendation 
before  receiving  a  career  ending  inju- 
ry that  left  him  a  disabled  American 
Veteran. 

Honorably  discharged  from  the 
Navy,  Oliver  sought  employment  in 
the  area  he  knew  best — nuclear  pow- 
er. So,  in  1995,  Oliver  began  his  career 
with  Progress  Energy  and  is  currently 
a  contract  manager  responsible  for  the 
start  up  and  commissioning  of  new 
power  plants  across  the  country. 

Oliver  wanted  more.  He  wanted  a 
college  degree  to  take  him  to  the  next 
level  in  his  current  career  or  to  fall  back 
on  should  he  need  it.  Oliver  found  out 
about  Mount  Olive  College  through 
his  supervisor,  mentor,  and  personal 
friend,  Bill  Hickman,  also  a  Mount 
Olive  College  student. 

Oliver  enrolled  in  the  MOD  pro- 
gram at  RTP  in  August  of  2004  and  for 
the  next  16  months,  "going  the  extra 
mile"  became  his  daily  routine.  You 
see,  Oliver  lives  in  Florence,  South 
Carolina,  and  works  in  Lakeland,  Flor- 
ida. A  "typical"  week  for  Oliver 


Wayne  Oliver  receiving  his  degree.  Picture 
courtesy  of  foel  Friedman,  Photo  Special- 
ties (800)  722-7033. 


included  flying  from  his  home  in 
South  Carolina  to  work  in  Florida.  On 
the  weekends,  he  would  fly  home,  rent 
a  car,  drive  two  and  a  half  hours  to  his 
Monday  night  class  in  RTP,  stay  in  a 
hotel,  and  catch  the  6  a.m.  flight  back 
to  Florida  to  be  at  work  by  9:30  a.m. 
on  Tuesday. 

During  this  experience,  Oliver  accu- 
mulated enough  frequent  flyer  miles 
to  become  a  medallion  member  on  two 
separate  airlines  and  rented  enough 
cars  to  earn  nine  free  days.  And,  he  did 
it  all  at  his  own  expense.  Being  a  con- 
tract employee,  Oliver  did  not  receive 


any  type  of  tuition  assistance  and  com- 
ing from  out-of-state,  he  did  not  qual- 
ify for  NC  tuition  grants  or  loans. 
Maybe  even  more  amazing  were  the 
facts  that  he  survived  four  hurricanes, 
never  missed  a  class,  graduated  with 
a  4.0  GPA  and  in  July,  his  wife,  Karen, 
gave  birth  to  twins.  On  Independence 
Day,  Anthony  Michael  and  Allie 
Michelle  joined  their  four-year-old  sis- 
ter, Lily,  in  vying  for  daddy's  time 
along  with  work  and  school. 

How  did  he  manage  it  all?  "The 
way  I  got  through  was  having  a  plan," 
Oliver  said.  "Time  management  was 
crucial.  I  had  the  week  planned  down 
to  the  hour  every  week.  My  time  was 
broken  up  between  work,  family, 
school,  and  travel.  I  could  tell  you  in 
advance  each  week  what  I  had  time 
for  and  what  it  would  be  spent  on. 
These  are  the  same  traits  I  have  used 
since  graduating  from  high  school. 
The  military  teaches  you  discipline 
and  time  management,"  he  continued. 

According  to  Oliver  when  he 
walked  across  the  stage  in  Kornegay 
Arena  on  December  17,  he  felt  a  mix 
of  emotions  including  a  great  sense  of 
accomplishment,  pride,  and  yes,  relief. 

"I  am  the  first  in  my  family  to  grad- 
uate from  college  and  I  did  it  the  hard 
way,  which  makes  it  even  more  spe- 
cial. I  traveled  for  school,  traveled  for 
work,  and  grew  a  family,  but  it  was  all 
worth  it  because  I  can  now  say  I  am  a 
college  graduate  and  that  is  something 
no  one  can  take  from  me,"  he  con- 
cluded. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Gilbert  and  Sullivan's  "The  Pirates  of  Penzance" 

Thursday,  April  6  •  7  p.m.  •  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  will  present  Gilbert  and  Sullivan's  "The  Pirates  of  Penzance."  Join  us  for  this  special 
evening  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center.  The  cost  is  $8.00  per  person.  For  more  information,  contact  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong 
at  (919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653-0854  or  e-mail  <alarmstrong@moc.edu>. 

Spring  Fling 

Thursday,  April  20  •  8  p.m.  •  Mount  Olive  Historic  Assembly  Hall 

Come  join  the  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  for  a  performance  of  songs  from  the  last  half  of  the  20th  century.  The  Singers  will 
perform  songs  made  popular  by  such  performers  as  The  Supremes,  Stevie  Wonder,  Billy  Joel,  and  Jackie  Wilson.  The  perfor- 
mance is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  more  information,  contact  Dr.  Larry  Oldham  at  (919)  658-7184  or  (800)  653-0854  or 
e-mail  <loldham@moc.edu>. 
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TRIP  TO  FRANCE  IS  PLANNED 


Mount  Olive  College  is  planning  a 
16-day  tour  of  Burgundy,  France, 
which  is  open  to  the  public.  The 
summer  program,  scheduled  for  July 
1-16,  will  cover  language,  art,  archae- 
ology, and  culture. 

The  two-week  study  abroad  expe- 
rience will  include  site  tours  of 
museums,  medieval  villages,  French 
farms,  an  extended  tour  to  historic 
Dijon,  two  days  in  Paris,  and  much 
more. 

Participants  will  stay  in  a  local  vil- 
lage school.  The  modern  facility  in- 
cludes classrooms,  two  large  kitch- 
ens, an  indoor  swimming  pool,  and 
living  quarters.  From  purchasing  in- 
gredients at  a  local  market  to  prepar- 
ing French  cuisine,  participants  will 
become  immersed  in  the  culture  and 


customs  of  Burgundy,  France. 

Available  as  a  three-semester  hu- 
manities course  credit  or  as  a  non- 
credit  tour,  the  curriculum  will  cover 
French  prehistory  to  Roman  times, 
everyday  French,  landscape  art  and 
architecture,  contemporary  culture 
and  customs,  museology,  and  music 
of  the  region. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  is  $2,400  per 
person  and  includes  airfare,  lodging, 
meals,  and  tours.  "A  real  bargain  for 
the  value,"  noted  Dr.  Christopher 
Dyer,  dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and 
Sciences.  Dyer,  one  of  two  professors 
leading  the  tour  noted,  "This  summer 
tour  is  a  chance  to  indulge  in  French 
history,  art,  and  architecture.  To  ex- 
perience this  in  the  context  of  medi- 
eval villages,  cathedrals,  museums, 


archeology  sites,  and  other  natural 
and  cultural  attractions  of  central 
Burgundy,  Dijon,  and  Paris  will  truly 
be  the  trip  of  a  lifetime,"  Dyer  con- 
tinued. 

Applications  can  be  picked  up 
from  the  Office  of  the  Registrar  or 
from  the  Office  of  the  Dean  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  or  by  e-mailing 
<cdyer@moc.edu>.  The  deadline  for 
submitting  applications  is  April  25. 
An  orientation  session  explaining 
more  details  on  the  trip  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  April  20,  at  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Agribusiness  Center 
located  on  Michael  Martin  Road  in 
Mount  Olive.  Reservations  will  be 
limited  to  the  first  40  paid  applica- 
tions. A  deposit  of  $600  is  due  by 
April  1. 


(AMP  VftflDEMtRE 


'GOD  IS  GOOD  ALL  THE  TIME" 

1  Kings  8:56  states:  "..  .There  hath  not  failed  one  word  of  all  his  good  promise. ..."  If  we  take  this  verse  of  Scripture  by 
faith,  nothing  is  impossible  with  God  on  our  side  leading  us  in  His  direction  for  our  ministry.  This  has  been  evident 
during  the  past  year  at  Camp  Vandemere  and  continues  on  in  the  new  year. 


CHAPEL  PROJECT 

In  the  January  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  the  Board  of  Directors  announced  the  start  of  renovation  of  the  screened- 
in  building.  Plans  to  change  the  building  into  a  chapel  have  already  begun  by  removing  the  screen  and  blocking  a 
portion  of  the  wall  areas.  Branch  Chapel  Layman's  League  came  down  to  the  camp  in  January  and  helped  lay  the 
blocks  to  begin  the  foundation  of  the  project.  Any  church  or  group  that  would  like  to  help  in  this  much  needed  build- 
ing project  can  contact  the  camp  manager,  Wesley  Taylor,  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222  or  the  Maintenance/ 
Development  Committee  chairperson,  Kenny  Hill  at  (252)  244-1543.  Monetary  donations  for  the  project  can  be  sent  to 
the  camp  treasurer,  Damon  Kennedy,  at  2079  Tram  Road,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365.  Please  earmark  these  donations  to 
the  Chapel  Project.  The  completion  of  this  renovation  will  enable  camp  weeks  and  weekend  retreat  groups  a  place  to 
conduct  worship  services  without  interruptions  that  were  unavoidable  utilizing  the  dining  area.  Thank  you  in  ad- 
vance for  your  consideration  of  support  in  this  much  needed  area. 
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SINGIN'  BY  THE  RIVER 

Due  to  a  conflict  in  scheduling,  the  Spring  Singin'  By  the 
River  event  has  been  canceled  for  this  year.  Efforts  are  al- 
ready in  progress  to  continue  this  event  in  2007.  After  much 
consideration,  thought,  and  prayers,  the  board  has  decided 
to  make  a  change  in  the  date  of  the  Fall  Singin'  By  the  River 
fund-raiser.  Due  to  heat  factors  and  other  conditions,  the 
scheduled  date  for  2006  and  following  years  will  be  the  third 
weekend  in  October.  The  dates  for  this  year  are  October  20- 
21.  Hopefully,  the  weather  will  not  be  as  hot  and  humid  dur- 
ing this  time  of  the  year.  Again,  thanks  to  everyone  for  the 
continued  support  of  this  event  that  has  helped  the  camp  to 
realize  many  needed  items  for  the  camp  to  carry  on  the  min- 
istry of  reaching  souls  through  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 


SUMMER  CAMP  SCHEDULE 


June  5-8 
June  11-14 
June  18-23 
June  25-30 
July  2-7 
July  9-14 
July  16-21 
July  23-28 
July  30-August  4 
August  7-11 
August  13-18 


Women's  Camp  Week 

Bethany  Christian  Church  Camp  Week 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #1 

Lighthouse  Camp  Week 

Juniper  Chapel  Church  Camp  Week 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #2 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #3 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #4 

First  Wilson  Church  Camp  Week 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #5 

Bethel  Church  Camp  Week 


For  more  information  on  this  year's  camp  weeks,  please  con- 
tact our  camp  manager,  Wesley  Taylor,  at  (252)  745-3171  or 
(252)514-3222. 


People  6  Cvemts 


A  LIGHT  TOO  SOON  EXTINGUISHED 


It  was  just  a  routine  trip  to  school  that  morning  in  Wilson's 
Mills.  Three  teenage  friends  riding  together  equipped  with 
book  bags  and  cell  phones.  Something  went  terribly  wrong, 
though,  on  that  rainy  morning. 

The  17-year-old  front  seat  passenger,  Leah  Danielle 
Boykin,  went  to  be  with  the  Lord.  The  driver  and  back  seat 
passenger  were  air-lifted  to  Pitt  Memorial  with  non-life- 
threatening  injuries  and  the  driver  of  the 
car  they  hit  was  treated  and  released  at 
Johnston  Memorial. 

Leah  and  the  driver,  Nicole  Lee,  had 
been  on  the  last  three  summer  mission 
trips  sponsored  by  the  Youth  Conven- 
tion of  OFWB.  The  theme  in  Nashville 
in  2004  had  been  "It's  a  Jungle  Out 
There,"  and  the  group  had  discussed  how  each  of  us  as 
Christians  had  the  duty  to  share  the  light  of  God's  love  with 
the  dark  world. 

Leah  was  baptized  and  joined  Powhatan  Church  in 
Clayton  in  June  of  2003.  She  was  active  in  the  bell  choir,  the 
"Signing  Hands"  choir,  and  other  youth  activities.  She 


enjoyed  summer  camp  at  Cragmont  for  a  couple  of  years. 
On  the  Atlanta  mission  trip  in  2003,  she  shared  Vacation  Bible 
School  with  inner-city  children.  In  Nashville  in  2004,  she 
worked  at  the  King's  Daughter's  Day  Care  and  shared  her 
smile  with  the  children  there  and  at  other  United  Way  Agen- 
cies she  visited  during  the  week.  In  San  Antonio  in  2005,  she 
helped  to  clean  up  alley-ways  and  to  scrape  and  paint  a  home. 

She  told  her  father  that  the  work  in  San 
Antonio  was  some  of  the  hardest  physical 
work  she  had  ever  done.  She  did  it  all  with 
a  smile  and  side-by-side  with  her  friend, 
Nicole.  They  had  both  served  the  Cape 
Fear  District  as  youth  officers  and  Leah  was 
the  corresponding  secretary  for  2005. 
Please  pray  for  Leah's  family  and  for 
Nicole  and  her  family.  The  youth  group  and  congregation  at 
Powhatan  desire  your  prayers,  too,  during  this  time.  We 
could  say  that  the  world  is  now  a  darker  place  without  her 
shining  light  in  it,  but  that  is  not  really  true — the  glow  left 
with  all  those  she  touched  by  her  life  will  continue  to  shine 
until  we  see  her  again  in  Heaven. 


Leah  Danielle  Boykin 
11/3/1988  -1/11/2006 


On  the  Nashville  mission  trip,  Leah  and  Nicole  at  the  King's 
Daughter's  Day  Care  with  the  children. 


In  San  Antonio,  the  group  of  new  friends  clowning  around  at 
the  Spanish  Market. 
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OAK  GROVE  NEWS 


k 


Willa  Dean  Daughtry,  Bernice 
Godwin,  Jenny  Suggs,  Tom 
Underwood,  Carolyn  Underwood, 
and  Rose  Johnson  are  congratu- 
lated by  their  pastor,  Roger  Hill, 
for  perfect  Sunday  School  atten- 
dance for  2005. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 

January  7  was  the  date  of  the  first  Cape  Fear  Youth  Rally  for  2006,  hosted  by  Goldsboro  First.  A  group  of  15  traveled 
on  the  Powhatan  bus  and  youth  members  Crystal  Guy  and  Kim  Canady  were  installed  as  officers  during  the  program 
that  evening  (as  Vice-president  and  Recording  Secretary,  respectively).  A  trip  to  Cici's  Pizza  followed  the  rally,  en- 
joyed by  youth  and  leaders  alike. 

Youth  members  Hayley  Benson  and  friend  Brittany  Mattress  were  baptized  on  January  8  (which  was  also  Ms.  Benson's 
12th  birthday).  Hayley  had  been  approved  for  church  membership  in  December,  as  had  Mr.  Rickey  McLeod.  Join  us  in 
congratulating  these  three  and  praying  for  their  Christian  growth. 

Our  regular  "Cici's  night"  was  January  22  following  evening  services.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bogle  joined  the  youth  and 
other  church  family  for  the  fellowship.  Sadly,  the  Carolina  Panthers  did  not  provide  a  very  entertaining  show  for  those 
watching  the  big-screen  TVs,  but  the  North  Carolina  Tarheels  were  victorious  over  Florida  State  in  basketball,  giving 
some  a  reason  to  cheer. 

Pastor  Jim  Bogle  and  clerk  Rita  Jones  attended  the  Cape  Fear  Union  meeting  at  Oak  Grove  on  Saturday,  January  28, 
representing  Powhatan.  A  love  offering  was  taken  for  the  Rev.  Joe  Balance,  who  continues  in  critical  but  stable  condi- 
tion at  Pitt  Memorial  following  the  traffic  accident  he  was  involved  in  on  the  January  14.  Later  that  afternoon,  a  group 
of  26  attended  the  Mount  Olive  College  "church  night"  of  basketball,  where  there  was  a  record  crowd  on  hand. 


CHURCH  CHOIR  SANG  AT  BILTMORE 


The  Adult  Choir  of  the  First  Church 
of  Tarboro,  NC  performed  at  the 
Biltmore  House  in  Asheville,  NC  on 
New  Year's  Eve.  Their  performance  was 
a  part  of  the  annual  "Christmas  Candle- 
light Tours  in  the  Winter  Garden 
Atrium."  The  choir  performed  four  30 
minutes  sets  from  the  Cantata/'Sing  We 
All  Noel"  arranged  by  Richard 
Kingsmore.  The  choir  was  directed  by 
Joyce  Hathaway,  and  accompanied  by 
pianist  Guyla  Evans.  The  choir  mem- 
bers and  their  families  lodged  at 
Cragmont  Assembly. 
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FLOWERSVflLL  NEVER  FADE  AT  LITTLE  CREEK 


There  are  no  words  to  describe  the  blessing  of  having  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the 
Flowers'  family.  Our  lives  have  been  forever  changed  because  of  their  unselfish  de- 
sire to  live  a  Godly  life. 

Frank  Flowers,  along  with  his  wife  Jackie,  and  daughter,  Leigh  became  a  part  of 
the  church  family  at  Little  Creek  Church  more  than  twenty-six  years  ago.  Years  later, 
the  family  grew  when  Leigh  married  Jamie  Sanders.  Then  came  the  crowning  joy  of 
children,  Tan  and  Kelsey.  Special  occasions  at  Little  Creek  have  always  been  a  part 
of  their  family  life. 

On  January  8,  2006,  the  Sanders  family  again  came  to  Little  Creek  for  a  very  spe- 
cial but  sad  celebration.  Mr.  Frank  had  announced  in  October  2005  at  our  regular 
Rev.  Frank  Flowers  and  his  wife,  Jackie.  Quarterly  Conference  meeting  that  he  would  resign  his  pastoral  duties  at  Little  Creek. 
Many  in  attendance  were  surprised  by  the  announcement  but  others  had  been  preparing  for  this  news  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Frank's  decision  to  leave  Little  Creek  came  after  much  prayer  and  only  by  direction  from  our  heavenly  Father.  They  all 
will  be  missed  but  we  do  hope  they  will  return  at  every  special  occasion  as  always. 

Little  Creek  members  would  like  to  once  again  say  "Thank  You"  to  the  entire  Flowers /Sanders  family.  Your  presence  in 
our  lives  will  never  be  forgotten. 

We  pray  God's  blessings  upon  every  path  your  life  may  lead  you  down  and  even  down  the  "rabbit  trails."  We  will  always 
remember  the  rabbit  chasing  we  have  enjoyed  together  over  the  years. 

You  all  have  made  a  great  impact  on  the  lives  of  every  member  of  Little  Creek  Church  and  "We  Wish  You  Enough!" 


I  WISH  YOU  ENOUGH 


At  an  airport  I  overheard  a  father  and  daughter 

in  their  last  moments  together. 
They  had  announced  her  plane's  departure  and 
standing  near  the  door,  he  said  to  his  daughter, 
"I  love  you,  I  wish  you  enough." 
She  said,  "Daddy,  our  life  together  has  been  more  than 
enough.  Your  love  is  all  I  ever  needed. 
I  wish  you  enough,  too,  Daddy." 
They  kissed  good-bye  and  she  left. 

He  walked  over  toward  the  window  where  I  was  seated. 
Standing  there  I  could  see  he  wanted  and  needed  to  cry. 
I  tried  not  to  intrude  on  his  privacy, 
but  he  welcomed  me  in  by  asking, 
"Did  you  ever  say  good-bye  to  someone 
knowing  it  would  be  forever?" 
"Yes,  I  have,"  I  replied. 
Saying  that  brought  back  memories 
I  had  of  expressing  my  love  and  appreciation 
for  all  my  Dad  had  done  for  me. 
Recognizing  that  his  days  were  limited, 
I  took  the  time  to  tell  him  face  to  face 
how  much  he  meant  to  me. 
So  I  knew  what  this  man  was  experiencing. 
"Forgive  me  for  asking,  but  why  is  this 
a  forever  good-bye?" 
I  asked. 

"I  am  old  and  she  lives  much  too  far  away. 
I  have  challenges  ahead  and  the  reality  is,  her  next  trip 
back  will  be  for  my  funeral,"  he  said. 

"When  you  were  saying  good-bye  I  heard  you  say, 
'I  wish  you  enough.' 


May  I  ask  wnat  that  means?" 
He  began  to  smile.  "That's  a  wish  that  has  been 
handed  down  from  other  generations. 
My  parents  used  to  say  it  to  everyone." 
He  paused  for  a  moment  and  looking  up  as  if  trying  to 
remember  it  in  detail,  he  smiled  even  more. 
"When  we  said  'I  wish  you  enough,' 
we  were  wanting  the  other  person  to  have  a  life  filled 
with  enough  good  things  to  sustain  them," 
he  continued  and  then  turning  toward  me  he  shared  the 
following  as  if  he  were  reciting  it  from  memory. 
/  wish  you  enough  sun  to  keep  your  attitude  bright. 
I  wish  you  enough  rain  to  appreciate  the  sun  more. 
I  wish  you  enough  happiness  to  keep  your  spirit  alive. 
I  wish  you  enough  pain  so  that  the  smallest  joys 

in  life  appear  much  bigger. 
I  wish  you  enough  gain  to  satisfy  your  wanting. 
I  wish  you  enough  loss  to  appreciate  all  that  you  possess. 
I  wish  enough  "Hello's"  to  get  you  through 

the  final  'Good-bye.'" 
He  then  began  to  sob  and  walked  away. 
— Adapted  from  a  story  on  the  Internet, 
written  by  Bob  Perks 
<http:/  /  www.bobperks.com/welcome.htm>. 

Frank  and  Jackie,  we  wish  you  ENOUGH! 
It  has  been  said,  "It  takes  a  minute  to  find  a 
special  person,  an  hour  to  appreciate  them, 
a  day  to  love  them,  but  then  an  entire  life  to  forget  them." 

We  at  Little  Creek  Church  will  never  forget 
either  of  you  and  all  you  both  have  meant 
and  will  mean  in  each  of  our  lives. 
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And  we  heard  this  voice 
which  came  from  heaven 
when  we  were  with  Him 
on  the  holy  mountain 
(2  Peter  1:18  NKJv). 


Women's  Retreat 

A  Mountaintop  Experience:  Looking  Up  From  Below 


April  8,  2006  •  9  a.m-2  p.m. 


Tarboro  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

3150  Western  Boulevard 
Tarboro,  NC  27886 

Join  us  for  our  women's  retreat!  To  pre-register,  please  contact 
Linda  Rose  (252-823-1 195)  or  Brenda  Pittman  (252-823-461 1) 
(We  need  to  know  how  many  are  coming  for  food  preparation.  Lunch  is  provided.) 

NO  REGISTRATION  FEES. 
Come  and  worship  with  us  and  experience  God  in  His  fullness  at  the  top  of  the  mountain! 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 


fwbp.spreadtheword.com 

New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 

1232  South  Glenburnie  Road 
Glenburnie  Plaza 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  638-6193  •  (800)  875-8048 


Kinston  Bible  Bookstore 

1 23  North  Queen  Street 
Kinston,  NC  28501 
(252)  527-2843  •  (800)  875-8049 


CAPE  FEAR  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  1.  2006 
FIRST  FWB  CHURCH.  GOLDSBORO.  NC 

Theme:  "The  Call  of  God  to  Ezekiel  and  Us" 
Scripture:  "And  he  said  unto  me,  Son  of  man,  I  send  thee  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
to  a  rebellious  nation  that  hath  rebelled  against  me:  they  and  their  fathers 
have  transgressed  against  me,  even  into  this  very  day"  (Ezekiel  2:3). 

Registration:  9  a.m. 
Convention  begins  at  9:30  a.m. 
Message:  The  Reverend  John  Hill 

Fall  meeting  will  be  on  October  7,  2006.  The  location  is  TBA.  Remember  to  send  in  your  nominees  for  Life 
Membership  and  Dola  Dudley  Awards  for  2006  to  President  Jane  Parker  as  soon  as  possible. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
MORNING  STAR  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 
April  21-23,  2006  •  Speaker:  Dianna  Bass 

Name  .  

Address  

Phone  Church  _ 

Emergency  Contact  Person  and  Phone  Number  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check  here:  

You  do  not  have  to  be  an  Auxiliary  member  or  even  a  church  member  to  attend  the  conference. 
Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball  •  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road  •  Grifton,  NC  28530 
A  balance  of  $55  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
DAY  SPRING  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 
June  5-10,  2006  •  Speaker:  Mary  Dudley 

Name  ____  

Address  —  

Phone   Church  

Emergency  Contact  Person  and  Phone  Number  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check  here:  

You  do  not  have  to  be  an  Auxiliary  member  or  even  a  church  member  to  attend  the  conference. 

Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball  •  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road  •  Grifton,  NC  28530 
A  balance  of  $95  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
AUGUST  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 
July  31-August  5,  2006  •  Speakers:  Dianne  Riley,  Becky  Sumner,  Sharon  Dilley,  and  Marci  Rollins-Smart 

Name  

Address  

Phone   Church  

Emergency  Contact  Person  and  Phone  Number  

If  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  please  check  here:  

You  do  not  have  to  be  an  Auxiliary  member  or  even  a  church  member  to  attend  the  conference. 
Mail  this  registration  form  along  with  a  $20  deposit  to:  Teresa  M.  Ball  •  6144  Weyerhaeuser  Road  •  Grifton,  NC  28530 
A  balance  of  $150  will  be  due  upon  arrival  at  Cragmont.  Make  checks  payable  to:  Cragmont  Woman's  Conference. 

An  afternoon  trip  to  the  outdoor  drama  "Horn  in  the  West"  is  planned  with  an  approximate  total  cost  of  $70. 
Please  check  here  if  you  plan  to  attend  "Horn  int  he  West"  and  include  a  $30  non-refundable  deposit  for  your  trip  reservation. 


There  will  be  two  afternoon  trips  into  Asheville  at  $10  each.  (No  deposit  required). 


Churches  6  Hiiiistry 
Position  Available 


Associate  pastor/Youth  minister — Part-time  position  (20 
hours /week).  Must  be  a  licensed  or  ordained  OFWB 
minister.  Please  send  resumes  with  cover  letters  to:  St.  Mary's 
Grove  Church,  7987  Raleigh  Road,  Benson,  NC  28590  or 
e-mail  <pastor@stmarysgrove.org>. 

Larry  Matthews,  now  licensed  in  the  Western  Conference 
by  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nash  County,  is  available  for  supply 
or  interim  work.  He  may  be  reached  at  (910)  322-1964  or 
by  mail  at  2210  Mt.  Zion  Church  Rd.,  Nashville,  NC  27856. 


Personal  Inr-ORMflTiori  (haiices 


The  Reverend  David  Thick 

2702  Stokes  Circle 
Kinston,  NC  28504 
(252)  523-5361 


Eastern  District 

Spring  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Saturday,  March  18,  2006 
Camp  Vandemere,  Vandemere,  NC 

Registration  Begins:  9:30  a.m. 
Convention  Begins:  10:00  a.m. 

Theme:  "Reviewing  the  Vision" 
The  Reverend  Wesley  Taylor,  guest  speaker 


Free  Will  Baptist  League 
Convention 

Saturday,  March  18,  2006  at  10  a.m. 
Aspen  Grove  FWB  Church 

Please  join  us  for  the  League  Convention  that 

will  include  an  interesting  program,  special 
music,  the  Sword  Drill  competition,  and  lunch. 

For  information,  contact  Becky  Jo  Sumner,  (252)  332-6810 


ATTN:    Woman's  Auxiliaries 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  collect  your  per  capita 
dues,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so.  These  dues 
should  be  collected  during  the  first  months  of  the  year 
in  time  to  be  sent  to  your  district  treasurer,  before,  or 
in  time  for,  your  District  Convention.  The  dues  are 
400  per  member  per  year. 

Send  these  dues  to  your  district  treasurer;  she  will  keep 
200  and  send  200  to  your  state  treasurer.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  you  cooperate  in  this  as  these  dues  provide 
a  part  of  the  funds  for  the  operational  expenses  of 
your  Convention.  Thank  you  for  your  past  support.  We 
know  that  we  can  continue  to  count  on  you. 

Yours  in  Christ,  SAQkne  Crocker,  State  Treasurer 


The  price  of  the  Life  Membership  Award  has  increased. 
It  is  listed  in  the  Devotion  2006,  page  5,  as  costing 
$35.  The  new  price  is  $40. 


Western  District 
Spring  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Wednesday,  April  5,  2006 
Milbournie  FWB  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Registration  Begins:  9  a.m. 
Convention  Begins:  9:30  a.m. 

Theme:  "For  Such  A  Time  As  This" 
Mrs.  Marie  Stancil,  guest  speaker 


Attention  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliaries 

The  2006  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  will  convene  on  Thursday,  May  1 1,  2006  at 
East  Rockingham  Church  in  the  Piedmont  District.  Registration  will  begin  at  9  A.M.  Each  auxiliary  should 
represent  with  one  delegate  for  each  25  members  or  fraction  thereof,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $25.  In  order  to 
save  time,  we  request  that  you  send  your  registration  in  advance.  This  allows  the  state  treasurer  to  prepare  the 
cards  in  advance,  and  saves  the  delegate  the  trouble  of  having  to  pay  at  the  door.  Please  mail  your  fee  before 
April  25,  if  possible,  to  the  following  address:  Mrs.  Nadine  Crocker,  568  House  Road,  Kenly,  NC  27542. 

If  you  cannot  attend,  please  mail  your  fee  anyway,  as  the  convention  needs  your  support.  We  hope,  however,  to  see  you  there. 


Display/Advertising  Rates 

1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $20 
1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $30 
1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $40 
3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $50 
Full  page  •  $60 
Full  Color  Back  Cover  •  $150 
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(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  Free 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used 


These  advertising  rates  are  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These 
charges  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming 
event  listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms. 
There  is  no  charge  for  article  submissions.  If 
you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  editor  by  e- 
mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(800)  849-3927  ext.  227. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  lanuary  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  When  the  5th  falls 
on  a  weekend,material  is  due  on  that  Friday. You  may 
submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
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*Phone-in  and  handwritten  information  is  accept- 
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I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

□  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
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The  Central  District  Youth  Fellowship  Of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  Presents 


HF 

lis 

FREE  Admission 

Who  is  this  Jesus  of  Nazareth? 

He  Is.  • . 

♦  Wonderful 

♦  Counselor 

♦  The  Mighty  God 

♦  The  Everlasting  Father 

♦  The  Prince  of  Peace 

April  8,  2006 

7:00  p.m. 

Greenville 
Convention 
Center 

Greenville,  NC 

The  Youth  of  the 
Central  District  invite 
YOU  to  participate  in 
a  night  of  evangelism, 
a  time  to  hear  about 
Jesus  Christ  as  they 
share  with  the  world 
who  HE  Isl 

For  Tickets,  contact:  Spencer  and  Maria  Owens,  749-1533; 

Lynn  Watson,  753-7952;  or  Rebecca  Webb,  758-0361 
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HOME  MISSIONS  MONTH 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 
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Coming  Soon: 

May  18:  State  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

May  19-21:  Youth  Convention  at  Mount  Olive  College 

May  23-25:  Convention  of  Original 

Free  Will  Baptists  at  Mount  Olive  College 


Notes: 
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He  is  not  here:  for  he  is  risen,  as  he  said. 
Come,  see  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay 
(Matthew  28:6). 


The  Press  to  $125,000 

If  not  already,  your  church  will  be  receiving  information  about  a 
fundraising  campaign,  "The  Press  to  $125,000."  The  funds  from  this 
campaign,  once  raised,  will  provide  new  computer/hardware  pack- 
ages, a  direct- to-negative  imagesetter,  a  laser  printer /finisher, 
current  desktop  publishing  software,  and  office  furnishings  that  will 
provide  for  better  employee  health  and  efficiency.  With  your  help  we 
can  bring  new  life  to  the  quality  of  our  printing — including  better 
picture  quality — which  has  been  a  major  concern  over  the  years. 

The  Press  is  honored  by  the  support  and  faithfulness  each  of  our 
churches  and  individuals  have  shown  us  over  the  years.  We  cannot 
thank  you  enough.  The  Press  is  here,  and  will  remain  here,  to  serve 
our  people.  We  believe  it  is  time  to  take  that  faithfulness  to  the  next 
level.  This  is  the  first  fundraising  effort  of  its  kind  for  the  Press  and  I 
am  convinced  our  people  are  ready  to  evermore  "spread  the  Word 
through  the  printed  page." 

If  you  would  like  information,  in  advance,  on  The  Press  to  $125,000, 
feel  free  to  contact  me  by  phone  at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227,  by  e-mail  at 
<editor@fwbpress.com>,  or  in  person  at  the  Press. 


Time  Will  Tell 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


In  August  2005,  North  Carolina's  governor,  Mike  Easley, 
signed  into  law  the  State  Liberty  Act,  thus  enacting  the  North 
Carolina  Education  Lottery.  Previous  governors  had  opposed 
the  lottery.  At  the  time  of  this  writing,  more  than  100  busi- 
nesses in  my  home  county  (Pitt)  have  reportedly  applied  to 
sell  lottery  tickets,  and  all  are  expecting  an  increase  in  over- 
all sales  as  customers  flock  to  buy  the  tickets.  From  the  list  I 
have  seen,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  business  that  will  not 
be  in  the  lottery  ticket  sales  business. 

Time  will  tell  if  the  lottery  truly  benefits  education  as  its 
proponents  claim.  Will  reduced  class  sizes  in  the  early  grades 
be  a  reality?  Will  there  be  additional  pre-kindergarten  pro- 
grams? Will  there  be  an  actual  increase 
in  school  construction?  Will  there  be 
scholarships  for  needy  college  and  uni- 
versity students?  Percentages  of  its  op- 
eration cost,  based  upon  net  income,  has 
been  projected — 50  percent  in  prizes 
(winners),  16  percent  for  administration, 
34  percent  for  state  revenue,  with  retail- 
ers receiving  a  commission  of  5  percent  or  more.  Besides, 
the  winners  will  have  to  pay  an  enormous  amount  in  fed- 
eral income  taxes. 

North  Carolina  is  one  of  forty  states,  plus  the  District  of 
Columbia,  with  a  lottery,  and  it  is  the  most  recent  state  to  do 
so.  Some  reasoned  that  since  many  North  Carolinians  were 
purchasing  tickets  in  bordering  states,  this  state  should  be 
in  on  the  action.  Again,  time  will  tell. 

In  reality,  the  lottery  is  a  game  of  chance;  it  is  a  form  of 
gambling.  Thousands  upon  thousands  of  dollars  will  be 
spent  on  lottery  tickets,  including  many  folks  of  low  income. 
Gamblers  will  relish  the  lottery,  and  new  gamblers  will  be 
born.  Many  will  become  habitual  gamblers. 

In  previous  years,  when  the  lottery  was  being  considered, 


most  of  us  were  under  the  impression  that  if  it  were  ever 
enacted  it  would  be  through  a  statewide  referendum,  but 
such  was  not  the  case.  Whether  the  majority  of  NC  residents 
favored  it  or  not  may  never  be  known.  With  the  passing  of 
time,  minds  become  more  tolerant  regarding  certain  moral 
issues.  There  was  a  time,  not  many  years  ago,  when  the  lot- 
tery would  have  been  soundly  rejected.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  sale  of  intoxicating  beverages  was  limited  to  cer- 
tain establishments  and  liquor-by-the-drink  was  practically 
unheard  of. 

Some  seek  to  justify  legalized  gambling  by  comparing  it 
to  a  farmer  who  takes  a  risk  when  he  plants  his  crop,  even 
declaring  that  life  itself  is  a  gamble.  The 
farmer,  however,  is  not  taking  anything 
from  anyone.  People  gamble  to  win,  to 
get  something.  People  play  the  lottery 
to  win — to  get — even  to  the  point  of  sac- 
rificing the  necessities  of  life. 

There  is  no  commandment  that  says, 
"Thou  shalt  not  gamble."  Biblical  teach- 
ings, however,  are  clear  regarding  moral  standards  and  val- 
ues, and  in  avoiding  "all  appearance  of  evil"  as  our  Church 
Covenant  states.  Numerous  Scriptures  attest  to  this  standard: 
"Wealth  gotten  by  vanity  shall  be  diminished:  but  he  that 
gathereth  by  labor  shall  increase"  (Proverbs  13:11).  To  Timo- 
thy Paul  wrote:  "But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  tempta- 
tion and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts, 
which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition.  For  the  love 
of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil:  which  while  some  coveted 
after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves 
through  with  many  sorrows"  (1  Timothy  6:9-10). 

Furthermore,  our  Church  Covenant  states:  "We  will  ev- 
erywhere hold  Christian  principles  and  obligations 
supreme. ..."  No  form  of  gambling  promotes  such  principle. 
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Little  Did 

I  Know! 

by  The  Reverend  Mark  S.  Hobbs 

February  4,  2006,  marked  a  day  of  great  change  in 
my  life!  I  was  retiring  from  active  duty  from  the  United 
States  Air  Force  after  serving  as  a  United  States  Air 
Force  Chaplain.  For  20  years,  I  served  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  provide  for  the  free  exercise  of 
religion,  and  represent  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Convention.  On  February  4, 1  stood  in  front  of  the  al- 
tar at  Hopewell  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  to  hear  the 
retirement  orders  read.  It  was  the  same  spot  I  stood  in 
October  1968  when  I  answered  the  call  to  become  a 
Christian.  I  stood  there  again  in  1977  asking  the  church 
to  consider  me  for  license  to  preach  the  Gospel.  I  was 
there  again  in  1980  to  receive  the  laying  on  of  hands 
as  I  was  ordained  by  the  Cape  Fear  Conference.  Ear- 
lier in  1980,  I  was  married  at  that  spot  to  my  bride, 
Gracelyn.  On  May  18,  1986, 1  preached  a  few  feet  be- 
hind the  altar.  The  next  day,  Gracelyn  and  I  left  North 
Carolina  as  we  headed  for  Texas  for  my  first  Air  Force 
Assignment. 

Since  that  day,  I  have  witnessed  many  sights,  vis- 
ited countless  patriots  and  been  awed  by  God's  great 
power  and  might.  I  have  seen  people  at  their  best  and 
some  at  their  worst.  I  have  been  present  when  folks 
received  the  best  news  they  will  ever  get  in  their  lives, 
and  I  have  been  present  when  folks  got  the  most  dev- 
astating news  they  will  ever  receive.  I  learned  first- 
hand that  God  lives  in  Turkey,  Germany,  Somalia, 
Saudi  Arabia,  Kuwait,  Italy,  Spain,  Moldova,  Bulgaria, 
Israel,  and  the  Azores.  I  have  seen  God  at  work  in  the 
operating  rooms  at  Walter  Reed  Army  Medical  Cen- 
ter in  Washington,  D.  C.  I  have  witnessed  His  power 
at  work  in  the  launch  control  center  as  John  Glenn 
rode  a  mighty  space  shuttle  back  into  space  one  crys- 
tal clear  October  afternoon  in  which  the  sky  was  Caro- 
lina blue  and  fish  12  inches  long  were  jumping  out  of 
the  water  near  the  shuttle  launch  area.  I  helped  bury  a 
true  man  of  faith  at  sea.  I  spent  many  nights  out  in 
cold,  bone-chilling  darkness  visiting  young  Americans. 


Some  were  lonely  and  homesick;  others  were  tired 
and  worn  out.  Nearly  all  were  glad  to  see  the 
chaplain.  They  could  talk  about  the  things  that  mat- 
ter most  in  life.  I  have  been  blessed  to  see  what  I  have 
seen  and  to  travel  where  I  have  traveled. 

Little  did  I  know!  I  never  dreamed  of  such  a  life.  I 
did  believe  what  the  preachers  proclaimed  at  my 
home  church.  "God  needs  people  to  go  and  tell  the 
Good  News!"  they  exclaimed.  I  believed  it  to  be  true, 
yet  I  knew  I  needed  to  learn  so  that  I  could  be  an  ef- 
fective witness. 

In  1978,  I  graduated  from  Mount  Olive  College.  I 
graduated  in  May  1980  from  Barton  College.  I  went 
back  to  summer  school  and  returned  in  the  fall  so  that 
I  could  do  a  practicum  in  student  teaching  as  I  was 
training  to  teach  high  school  social  studies.  On  No- 
vember 11,  1980,  Gracelyn  and  I  moved  to  Rocky 
Mount,  North  Carolina.The  good  folks  at  the  First 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  had  called  me  to 
serve  as  their  pastor. 

In  June  of  1981,  the  church  sent  their  young  pastor 
and  his  wife  to  Cragmont  Assembly.  I  had  never  been 
to  this  wonderful  retreat.  On  the  way  home  to  Rocky 
Mount,  we  took  a  different  route.  At  Durham,  we  ven- 
tured off  US  70  and  took  NC  98  to  Wake  Forest.  I  had 
been  there  only  once  before  for  a  convocation  at 
Christmas.  We  drove  into  town  fresh  from  the  moun- 
tain top  experience  at  Cragmont.  I  pulled  the  car  over 
and  looked  at  the  magnificent  magnolias  and  the  gi- 
ant oaks  that  surrounded  the  brick  buildings.  And 
then  it  happened!  It  was  like  fire  coming  into  the  car. 
I  had  to  go  to  school.  I  turned  to  Gracelyn  and  said,  "I 
know  this  sounds  crazy,  but  I  have  to  go  to  school.  I 
know  I  have  all  the  education  required  by  our  denomi- 
nation to  be  a  minister.  I  have  to  go  for  me.  I  need 
more."  We  sat  there  a  while.  We  were  quiet;  then  we 
talked.  I  knew  I  had  to  go.  I  knew  we  had  no  money 
for  school  as  Gracelyn  was  a  student  at  Barton.  I  knew 
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the  church  had  hired  me  to  pastor;  they  had  not  hired 
a  student  pastor.  The  fire  that  had  come  into  the  car 
was  now  in  me. 

One  hot  Wednesday  night  in  August  1981,  we  gath- 
ered to  have  a  celebration  as  we  had  reworked  a  building 
in  the  church  to  be  used  as  a  fellowship  hall.  I  had 
installed  a  window  air  conditioner  to  help  remove 
some  heat.  The  Woman's  Auxiliary  was  in  charge  of 
the  program.  The  president  and  her  husband  were 
seated  next  to  me.  Mr.  Ricks,  husband  of  the  presi- 
dent asked  me  about  my  day.  I  told  him  I  had 
installed  the  air  conditioner,  helped  the  ladies,  and 
talked  to  some  people  at  Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest.  I  had  never  mentioned  to  any  one  about 
the  fire  within  me  to  go  to  seminary.  Mr.  Ricks 
inquired,  "Do  you  want  to  go  to  school,  Mark?"  I  was 
afraid  to  answer,  but  I  did.  "Yes,  I  would  like 
to  g6,  however  I  don't  think  the  folks  in 
the  church  would  like  me  to  go,  as  they 
did  not  hire  me  as  a  student 
pastor."  4ftg 

I  do  not  remember  much  about 
the  ribbon  cutting  and  the  dedica- 
tion service.  I  do  remember  what 
happened  as  I  was  in  the  choir 
room  practicing  with  the  choir. 
Mr.  Ricks  came  and  touched  me.  1 
"I  need  you  to  come  with  me,"  he 
said.  We  went  up  stairs  in  the  edu- 
cation building.  "Mark,"  he  said, 
"You  can  go  to  school  if  you  want  to  go. 

"But,  I  can't,"  I  responded.  "The  church 
hired  me  as  a  full  time  pastor." 

"I  talked  to  the  deacons,  they  said  it's  okay  for  you 
to  go  to  school,"  Mr.  Ricks  said. 

"But,  I  can't,"  I  replied.  "I  don't  have  any  money 
to  go  as  Gracelyn  is  going  to  college." 

"Mark,  I  will  pay  for  your  tuition  and  your  books, 
if  you  want  to  go,"  he  promised. 

"But,  I  can't,  "I  replied.  School  began  today.  It's 
too  late  to  go  now,"  I  responded. 

"Mark,  you  don't  understand.  If  you  have  the 
money,  they  will  take  you  in,"  he  declared. 

Three  times  I  had  stated  why  I  could  not  go  to  school 
and  three  times  Mr.  Ricks  told  me  that  I  could  go.  I 
did  what  he  said.  The  next  day  I  called  to  the  school 
and  made  an  appointment  with  the  registrar.  The  next 
day  I  went  and  talked  with  Dr.  Sandusky.  I  left  his 
office  with  a  class  schedule.  I  began  class  that  day. 
The  fire  had  changed  me  and  I  found  myself  in  class 
wondering  how  all  this  could  be. 


I  was  studying  for  me,  not  for  any  one  else.  At  least 
that  is  what  I  thought. 

Little  did  I  know!  The  Rev.  R.  R  Harris  and  I  at- 
tended the  Central  Conference  in  session  at  Blackjack 
Church  near  Greenville.  The  time  came  for  a  church 
to  volunteer  to  host  the  Conference.  We  volunteered 
to  host  the  Conference  at  Rocky  Mount.  The  next 
November,  I  was  giving  the  welcome  address  to  the 
Conference,  "Lunch  will  be  barbecue  in  the  back . .  .the 
bathrooms  are. . ."  "While  I  was  speaking  a  man  in  a 
blue  suit  entered  the  church  and  sat  down.  I  had  never 
seen  such  a  suit;  never  had  I  seen  the  man.  During 
lunch  I  went  to  meet  the  man.  He  was  a  United  States 
Air  Force  Chaplain.  His  name  was  John  Narron.  I 
did  not  know  what  a  chaplain  did  and  had  never 
thought  about  serving  as  a  chaplain.  Chaplain 
Narron  told  me  some  things  that  day. 
He  said,  "If  you  want  to  work  with 
all  kinds  of  people,  want  to  see  the 
world  and  want  to  have  plenty  of 
time  to  put  your  sermons  together, 
r  then  the  chaplaincy  might  be  for 
you." 

Something  happened  that  day  in 
me.  I  began  to  pray  and  think  about 
his  words.  Months  later  I  went  to  visit 
him  at  his  place  of  duty,  Seymour 
Johnson  Air  Force  Base.  What  did  I 
need  to  become  a  chaplain?  Chaplain 
Narron  explained,  "Three  years  expe- 
rience in  ministry,  endorsement  from  the 
denomination     and     a  Master's 
Degree." 

As  I  sat  in  my  car  in  front  of  the  base  commissary 
that  day  I  thought,  "Who  am  I  to  think  that  I  can  do 
such  a  thing?  I  had  only  left  North  Carolina  three 
times  previously. 

Months  later,  I  met  with  the  Chaplaincy  Commis- 
sion for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  received  their 
endorsement.  I  entered  the  Air  Force  on  May  19, 1986 
for  a  term  of  three  years.  Little  did  I  know  three  years 
would  stretch  to  twenty  years.  Little  did  I  know  the 
Masters  Degree  I  earned  at  Southeastern  for  me  was 
the  key  for  my  Air  Force  journey  in  ministry.  I  give 
God  thanks  for  the  wonderful  people  who  have 
guided  me  and  educated  me  along  the  way.  Little  did 
I  know,  I  thank  God  He  knew!  A 

Author's  Note:  This  fall  a  program  of  study  begins  at  Mount 
Olive  College  which  leads  to  a  Master's  Degree.  The 
program  is  in  cooperation  with  Campbell  Divinity  School. 
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■  Turn  That  Finger  Around! 

Some  Answers  to  Your  Questions 
About  Young  Adults 


"What  can  we  do  to  get  younger  people  in  our 
church?"  "Where  are  all  the  younger  people?"  "Why 
don't  the  young  adults  ever  participate  in  any  thing  at 
church?" 

My  husband  and  I  fit  into  this  "young  adult"  cat- 
egory, and  people  often  turn  to  us  for  the  answers  to 
these  types  of  questions.  It's  difficult  for  us  to  answer 
these  questions,  because  we're  not  the  typical  "young 
adults."  I've  formally  worked  on  a  church  staff  and 
my  husband's  currently  serving  a  church,  and  we're 
both  in  Divinity  School.  "Church"  is  our  "vocation" 
and  a  big  part  of  our  lives. 

However,  after  having  studied  this  generation,  of- 
ten dubbed  "Postmoderns,"  and  after  listening  to 
young  adults  we  know  discuss  church,  I've  formulated 
a  few  answers  to  these  questions. 

1.  What  can  we  do  to  get  young  people  in  our  church? 
Well,  for  starters,  our  churches  must  show  that  they 
genuinely  care  about  young  adults.  When  young 
people  come  to  your  church,  or  when  you  see  people 
in  this  age  group  who  may  have  attended  your  church 
in  the  past  but  are  now  inactive,  don't  just  say  "How 
are  you?"  and  keep  walking.  Ask  them  how  they  are 
and  stop  and  really  find  out.  Ask  them  questions  about 
their  lives:  "So  what  are  you  doing  now  that  you've 
graduated  from  high  school?"  or  if  you  know  they're 
in  college  or  graduate  school,  ask  them  what  classes 
they're  taking  or  what  they  plan  to  do  with  their  de- 
gree. Another  part  of  showing  we  genuinely  care  about 
young  adults — and  this  applies  to  people  of  all  age 
groups — is  don't  judge  them.  Accept  them  for  who  they 
are  and  remember  what  Jesus  said  about  casting  the 
first  stone! 

The  next  suggestion  as  an  answer  to  this  question 
requires  us  to  think  "outside  of  the  box."  Check  out 
the  demographics  for  your  community  and  think  about 
what  type  of  young  adults  live  in  your  area.  Then  do 
something  to  meet  their  needs.  For  example,  if  you 
discover  that  there's  a  significant  number  of  divorces 
occuring  in  your  area,  why  not  start  a  divorce  support 
group  at  your  church?  Or  perhaps  you  might  discover 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  college-aged  students  in  your  area 
who're  living  hundreds  or  thousands  of  miles  away 
from  their  homes.  Why  not  hold  a  college  day  at  your 
church  and  offer  a  free  meal  following  the  service  to 
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those  with  a  valid  college  ID  card?  (Of  course  these 
types  of  things  would  have  to  be  well  advertised!) 

2.  "Wliere  are  all  the  younger  people?"  Obviously,  I 
can't  provide  an  answer  for  all  young  people.  But  I 
can  tell  you  a  few  things  about  the  younger  generation 
that  often  makes  it  difficult  to  make  it  to  the  traditional 
11  o'clock  worship  service  (and  9:45  a.m.  Sunday 
School).  Many  young  adults,  myself  and  my  husband 
included,  are  in  college  and  working  at  least  a  part- 
time  job.  Added  to  that,  some  of  them  have  children. 
Sometimes  there  just  doesn't  seem  to  be  enough  hours 
in  the  day  to  get  everything  done.  It  often  can  be  tempt- 
ing to  "sleep  in"  or  stay  at  home  and  do  homework  or 
house  chores  instead  of  attending  a  church  that  seems 
not  to  care  about  them  as  an  individual  or  doesn't  have 
anything  for  their  age  group. 

Another  thing  that  often  prohibits  young  adults  from 
attending  church  regularly  is  their  jobs.  Let's  face  it — 
more  and  more  businesses  are  open  on  Sunday  and  it's 
very  difficult  for  a  young  adult  with  little  or  no  college 
education  to  find  a  job  (full-time  or  part-time)  that 
doesn't  require  them  to  work  on  Sundays.  Many  young 
adults  work  at  restaurants  (the  same  ones  you  eat  at 
following  worship  services!)  or  grocery  stores  or  other 
stores,  because  these  are  the  jobs  that  "work"  with  their 
school  schedules,  don't  have  many  educational  require- 
ments, or  don't  require  previous  job  experience. 

So  what  can  the  church  do  in  response  to  these  "rea- 
sons"? Once  again,  we  must  think  "outside  of  the  box." 
Some  churches  have  gone  to  having  two  services,  one 
being  a  little  more  "contemporary"  with  hopes  of  draw- 
ing younger  people  in.  The  problem  I  find  with  this,  is 
that  the  "contemporary"  services  are  usually  the  earli- 
est service!  Think  about  it — if  young  people  are  up  all 
night  studying,  working,  or  dating  on  Saturday,  the  last 
thing  they  want  to  do  is  have  to  get  up  early  to  make  it 
to  a  10  o'clock  worship  service!  On  the  other  hand, 
some  older  adults  are  already  up  early  and  would  love 
to  make  it  to  the  restaurants  before  the  crowds  hit  it. 
Why  not  have  the  early  service  geared  toward  older 
people  and  the  later  service  for  the  younger  people? 
Or  what  about  a  mid-afternoon  worship  service  for 
younger  people? 

If  another  problem  is  young  people  having  to  work 
on  the  weekends,  what  about  having  small  group  Bible 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    7   April  2006 


studies  during  the  week?  I'm  not  talking  about  a  6  or  7 
o'clock  Wednesday  night  Bible  study  and  prayer  meet- 
ing. Think  about  having  one  at  9  or  10  o'clock  in  the 
evening  when  most  all  young  people  would  be  off 
work.  Or  perhaps  a  10  a.m.  brunch  on  a  Tuesday  would 
work.  (When  thinking  about  these  ideas,  it  would  be 
best  to  survey  your  young  adults  and  see  what  would 
work  best  for  them.) 

3.  "Why  don't  the  young  adults  ever  participate  in 
any  thing  at  church?"  Again,  there  can  be  a  variety  of 
reasons  for  this,  but  I  think  the  most  common  one 
would  be  that  the  young  adults  don't  feel  welcomed 
and  accepted.  They're  also  often  belittled  and  treated 
as  if  their  thoughts  and  ideas  don't  matter.  Let  me  give 
you  a  few  real-life  examples. 

I've  had  comments  made  to  me  about  me  not  know- 
ing anything  about  children  simply  because  I  don't 
have  any  of  my  own.  Granted, 
there  are  things  that  one  can 
only  learn  by  being  a  parent, 
but  I've  also  had  a  lot  of  experi- 
ence babysitting  and  teaching 
children  in  church,  and  I've 
studied  child  development  in 
depth.  No,  I  don't  know  "ev- 
erything," but  I  do  know  a  few 
things. 

I've  also  had  comments 
about  not  possibly  being  old 
enough  to  be  married  and 
about  my  hair  cut  making  me 
look  like  a  "teenager."  Now 
when  I'm  40,  I  might  appreci- 
ate someone  telling  me  that  I 
don't  look  my  age,  but  right  now  those  types  of  com- 
ments are  very  offensive  to  me.  I  live  and  work  in  the 
adult  world,  and  I  expect  to  be  treated  and  respected 
as  an  adult.  I've  been  a  teenager  and  I'm  thankful  that 
I'm  past  that  point  in  my  life. 

Turning  away  from  my  own  experiences,  I  know 
young  adults  who've  wanted  to  be  involved  in  their 
churches,  only  to  have  every  idea  they  offered  scruti- 
nized. The  ideas  weren't  breaking  any  commandments 
or  violating  any  Free  Will  Baptist  doctrines;  they  were 
simply  things  they  felt  the  young  people  in  their  church 
would  be  interested  in:  like  having  the  youth  choir 
sing  some  more  "contemporary  songs"  or  occasionally 
adding  dramas  to  the  worship  service.  Some  of  my 
friends  have  even  been  ridiculed  for  bringing  an  "easy" 
dish  or  store-bought  dessert  to  a  church  function! 
Young  adults  have  to  deal  with  negativity  every  day  of 
their  lives,  and  the  last  thing  they  want  to  face  at  church 
is  someone  criticizing  them  all  the  time! 


I've  also  had  friends  who've  had  quite  the  opposite 
experience.  They  volunteered  to  do  one  thing  in  the 
church  and  before  they  knew  it  they  were  constantly 
being  called  on  to  do  things.  They  wanted  to  be  in- 
volved, but  they  didn't  want  to  be  overwhelmed.  When 
they  tried  to  say  "no,"  they  were  told  they  were  being 
disobedient  to  God.  Well,  I  don't  think  they  were  be- 
ing disobedient  to  God;  I  think  they  were  trying  not  to 
stretch  themselves  too  thin  so  whatever  they  did  was 
done  well.  After  all,  God  deserves  our  best  efforts. 

Finally,  some  young  adults  I  know  don't  go  to  church 
because  of  all  the  "un-Christian"  things  that  go  on  there. 
When  church  business  meetings  are  filled  with  people 
arguing  over  petty  things,  why  would  young  people 
want  to  attend?  If  they  want  to  see  people  argue,  they 
can  stay  home  and  watch  TV!  Or  maybe  they've  been 

hurt  by  the  gossip  that 
often  is  the  focus  of 
some  church  meetings 
or  gatherings.  Or  per- 
haps they've  just  been 
given  the  "cold  shoul- 
der" because  they 
don't  dress  exactly  as 
some  people  think 
they  should  or  because 
they've  made  some 
mistakes  in  their  past 
lives.  As  Christians, 
we're  called  on  to  treat 
everyone  with  love 
and  respect,  and  some- 
times the  church  is  the 

last  place  one  can  find  that. 

In  conclusion,  I'll  be  the  first  to  admit  that  I  don't 
have  all  the  answers  of  what  it  takes  to  have  a  success- 
ful ministry  to  young  adults  at  a  church.  However,  I 
think  if  you'll  seriously  think  and  pray  about  some  of 
the  suggestions  I've  made,  more  answers  might  come 
to  you.  The  main  thing  that  I  think  will  reach  the  young 
people  today,  is  for  our  churches  to  show  them  the  love 
of  Christ.  Instead  of  criticizing  them  for  not  being  there 
and  doing  more,  point  the  finger  in  the  other  direction 
and  ask  yourself  what  you  may  have  been  doing  to 
prevent  young  people  from  wanting  to  come  to  your 
church.  Then  ask  them  what  the  church  can  do  differ- 
ently to  better  minister  to  them.  But  remember:  if  you 
ask  what  they  want  and  need,  you  better  be  prepared 
to  act  on  it!  Don't  ask  for  their  opinion  and  then  act  as 
if  their  thoughts  don't  count!  ▲ 
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A  MINISTER  FROM  THE  PAST . . . 

by  R.  B.  Spencer 

(This  article  is  a  partial  re-print  from  pp.  14—15  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  May  15,  1946,  Vol.  61-No.  20.) 


Brother  Phillips  was  the  son  of 
Ray  and  Nancy  Jones  Phillips  of 
Johnston  County,  North  Carolina. 
He  was  born  on  March  26, 1856,  and 
in  a  country  home  located  not  far 
from  the  town  of  Selma.  His  father 
was  a  devout  Christian  gentleman 
and  a  minister  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist 
church  for  several 
years.  Elder  Phillips 
was  converted  at  an 
early  age,  and  joined 
the  Pine  Level  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church 
in  1878,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years 
old. 

When  he  became 
a  young  man,  he  be- 
came greatly  inter- 
ested in  securing  an 
education.  He  at- 
tended the  Wood- 
land Academy  for 
boys  in  Wayne 
County,  North  Caro- 
lina. After  having 
pursued  his  studies 
there  for  some  years, 
he  then  entered  the 
Selma  Academy  for 
higher  courses  of  in- 
struction preparatory 
to  the  entrance  as  a 
Freshman  at  the  State 
University.  While 
pursuing  his  studies 
in  the  Selma  Academy, 
he  took  courses  under 
the  widely  known 
teacher,  Professor  J.  C. 
Scarborough.  In  1882, 
he  entered  the  State 
University  and  pur- 
sued his  college 
studies  there  for  two  years.  Upon 
leaving  the  college,  he  began  teach- 
ing in  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 


In  1891,  Brother  Phillips  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Anna  Hines  of  Selma, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  his  son, 
Moses,  and  his  daughter,  Mary. 
Upon  feeling  impressed  with  the 
call  of  God  to  preach  the  Gospel,  he 
became  an  ordained  minister  in  the 


...AND  HIS  WIFE 

(Information  for  this  article  came  from  p.  3  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
Wednesday,  August  21, 1957,  Vol.  72-No.  33,  and  from  Dr.  Michael 
Pelt's  A  History  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  pgs.  225-226,  364.) 

Many  FWBs  are  aware  of  the  Anna  Phillips  Loan  Fund  that  was 
begun  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Phillips,  the  first  wife  of  Mr.  E.  T. 
Phillips,  whose  life  was  truly  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
who  was  dearly  loved  by  the  students  of  the  Ayden  Seminary  be- 
cause of  her  untiring  efforts  to  serve  and  help  them  in  any  and  ev- 
ery way  she  possibly  could. 

Mrs.  Phillips,  an  active  member  of  the  first  Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
the  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  raised  the  money  needed  to 
buy  seats  and  furnishings  for  the  new  auditorium  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Seminary  in  Ayden  in  1911,  almost  by  herself.  The  fact  that 
Mrs.  Phillips  was  an  invalid  did  not  stop  her  from  taking  on  such  a 
great  task.  She  wrote  letters  which  appeared  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
and  were  sent  to  personal  friends,  asking  for  prayers  for  the  semi- 
nary. In  1912,  she  presented  a  play,  Dot,  The  Miner's  Daughter,  which 
featured  local  talent  and  was  considered  to  be  a  great  success  by 
those  in  attendance.  In  1913,  Mrs.  Phillips  also  took  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  raising  the  money  needed  to  retire  the  debt  on  the 
seminary's  girls'  dormitory.  She  again  wrote  letters  which  appeared 
in  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  in  which  she  asked  pastors  to  take  up  special 
offerings  for  the  seminary. 

In  1936,  Mrs.  Katie  Sawyer  Jackson  of  Ayden,  led  the  movement 
to  organize  the  loan  fund  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Phillips.  A  meeting 
was  held  in  her  home  in  which  she  and  Mrs.  Georgia  Frost  Barnes 
made  plans  for  the  organization  of  the  loan  fund.  A  former  Ayden 
Seminary  student,  Mrs.  Jackson  visited  every  auxiliary  convention 
in  the  state  of  North  Carolina  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  in  order  to  present  the  movement  and  to 
create  interest  in  the  organization  of  the  loan  fund.  These  conven- 
tions received  Mrs.  Jackson's  proposal  unanimously;  and  they,  in 
turn,  appointed  representatives  to  the  North  Carolina  State  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  where  the  proposal  was  also  heartily  accepted. 
The  loan  fund  is  now  administered  by  Mount  Olive  College. 


Free  Will  Baptist  church  in  the  year 
1892.  He  began  pastoring  churches 
and  continued  teaching  school  for 


a  goodly  number  of  years.  In  his 
teaching  profession,  he  became 
widely  known,  in  his  day,  for  his 
good  school  teaching  as  a  teacher, 
and  also  for  his  good  school  man- 
agement and  discipline.  As  a  result, 
he  was  called  to  teach  in  Wilson, 
Johnston,  Pitt,  Beau- 
fort, and  Craven 
Counties. 

Brother  Phillips' 
reputation  had  be- 
come quite  well- 
known  among  Free 
Will  Baptists  in  East- 
ern North  Carolina 
by  the  year  1898,  at 
which  time  he  was 
elected  as  Editor  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist 
paper,  which  was 
then  being  pub- 
lished by  the  old 
Free  Will  Baptist 
Printing  Company 
in  Ayden.  With  this 
new  position  he 
moved  to  Ayden 
and  began  to  edit 
also  Sunday  School 
literature  for  the  de- 
nomination in  1906 
for  the  Publishing 
Company,  and 
ceased  his  teaching 
profession.  He  con- 
tinued, however, 
pastoring  churches 
as  he  fulfilled  his  of- 
ficial duties  of  edit- 
ing the  church  pa- 
per and  writing  the 
Sunday  School  les- 
sons. During  his 
ministerial  career  of 
forty-two  years  he 
pastored  the  following  churches:  In 
Pitt  he  pastored  Bethany,  Ayden, 
Elm  Grove,  Winterville,  and 
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Pleasant  Hill;  in  Greene,  Grimsely, 
Little  Creek,  and  Hull  Road;  in 
Lenoir,  Kinston,  and  Hugo;  in 
Wayne,  Cove  Springs  (gone  down), 
Union  Grove,  and  Pleasant  Hill;  in 
Wilson,  Red  Oak  Grove;  in  Nash, 
the  Bailey  Church;  in  Washington, 
Mt.  Zion  and  Mt.  Tabor;  in  Pamlico, 
Rock  of  Zion  and  Araphoe;  in  Cra- 
ven, Antioch  and  Gethsemane;  in 
Carteret,  Davis  Church;  in  Beaufort, 
Sidney  Church;  in  Martin,  Roanoke 
Chapel  and  Corinth;  in  Hertford, 
Roanoke  Chapel;  in  Tyrrell  County, 
Malachi's  Chapel. 

Elder  Phillips  was  connected 
with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
from  1898  to  March  1, 1935,  and  was 
editor  of  the  Baptist  paper  continu- 
ously (except  for  the  period  from 
1916  to  1921,  during  which  time 
Brother  C.  K.  Dunn  edited  the  pa- 
per). He  was  retired  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Press  in  March, 
1935,  because  of  failing  health,  on  a 
stipulated  weekly  pension  from  the 
Press  to  care  for  him  and  his  wife 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  During 
those  active  years  of  his  life,  Brother 
Phillips  rendered  a  splendid  work 
as  editor  of  the  Baptist  paper  and 
writer  of  the  Sunday  School  litera- 
ture for  the  denomination. 

On  February  4, 1919,  he  met  with 


a  sad  misfortune  in  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Mrs.  Anna  Hines  Phillips, 
whose  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Ayden  Cemetery.  He  continued 
his  connection  with  the  Press,  nev- 
ertheless, and  pastored  churches  in 
the  nearby  vicinity.  On  December 
18,  1924,  he  married  Miss  Almeda 
Walston  of  Tarboro,  Edgecombe 
County,  North  Carolina. 

Brother  Phillips  was  connected  in 
an  official  way  with  several  other 
organizations  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist people  of  the  State.  He  was 
clerk  of  the  North  Carolina  Western 
Conference  for  forty  years,  and 
served  his  conference  in  this  capac- 
ity in  an  excellent  way.  He  became 
clerk  of  the  State  Association  when 
it  was  established  in  1916,  and  he 
remained  secretary  of  the  same  un- 
til his  death,  although  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  he  became  an  in- 
valid, and  Brother  R.  N.  Hinnant 
was  elected  as  his  assistant  to  make 
the  records  at  each  annual  session 
of  the  Association.  He  was  clerk  of 
the  Second  Union  meeting  of  the 
North  Carolina  Central  Conference 
for  a  number  of  years.  During  his 
years  of  activity  as  an  editor  of  lit- 
erature and  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
paper,  Brother  Phillips  attended  in 
the  State  and  out  of  it  Press  meet- 


ings of  note,  and  became  well 
known  for  his  great  interest  and 
convern  as  a  foremost  promoter 
and  a  devoted  servant  of  the  lead- 
ing causes  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination. 

As  the  months  passed  he  became 
more  and  more  feeble  until  he  be- 
came confined  to  his  bed  during  the 
year  1937.  The  end  came  on  Decem- 
ber 27, 1945.  A  noble  Christian  life 
had  come  to  its  close  of  88  years,  9 
months,  and  1  day. 

Brother  Phillips  left  to  mourn  his 
passing  his  son,  Moses  Phillips  of 
Ayden;  Mrs.  Mary  Sanders  of  Wash- 
ington City;  three  grandchildren, 
Mrs.  Florence  Phillips  Blake  and 
Miss  Marian  W.  Phillips,  both  of 
Washington  City;  and  Mr.  Eddie  C. 
Phillips  of  Ayden;  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Almeda  Walston  Phillips  of  Ayden; 
three  half-sisters,  Mrs.  Alma 
Ferguson,  Mrs.  Bessie  Davis,  and 
Mrs.  Alice  Phillips,  all  of  Goldsboro. 

The  Reverend  M.  L.  Johnson,  of 
Lucama,  and  pastor  of  Brother 
Phillips'  home  church,  the  Pine 
Level  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  con- 
ducted his  funeral,  with  the  Rever- 
end R.  B.  Spencer  assisting,  in  the 
Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 
His  burial  was  at  the  Ayden  Cem- 
etery, by  the  side  of  his  first  wife.  A 


HISTORY  OF  SHILOH  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

(This  article  is  a  combination  of  two  articles  that  appeared  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
The  first  article  appeared  on  p.  4  in  the  addition  published  on  Wednesday,  March  13,  1946,  Vol.  61-No.  11. 
It  was  written  by  ].  E.  Foreman.  The  second  article  appeared  on  pp.  4-5  of  the  Wednesday, 
January  29, 1958,  Vol.  73-No.  4  edition  and  was  written  by  Mrs.  Delsie  Waters.) 


According  to  the  oldest  records 
available,  the  first  agreement  to 
build  a  church  was  on  September 
13, 1828.  The  aggreement,  as  it  was 
called  then  and  not  a  deed  as  we 
have  now,  stated  that  the  church 
would  be  built  in  the  field  of  Tho- 
mas Boyd  and  would  be  40  feet  in 
length  and  20  feet  in  width.  The 
house,  as  it  was  called,  was  to  be  free 
for  all  ministers  who  preach  the 
gospel.  The  names  of  nine  men 


who  helped  with  the  building  were 
recorded,  and  an  interesting  note 
was  that  one  was  paid  the  sum  of 
$4.80  for  two  weeks'  work  on  the 
building. 

On  September  23,  1828,  a  meet- 
ing was  called  by  the  commission- 
ers who  were  appointed  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  petition  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  house  of  worship.  The 
first  actual  deed  was  dated  the  next 
day,  September  24,  1828,  and  was 
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from  Thomas  Boyd  and  wife,  Patsy. 
The  first  treasurer  of  the  church  was 
William  Boyd,  but  no  mention  is 
made  of  a  clerk  at  that  time.  The 
next  record  available  was  just  a  note 
on  the  deed  of  1828;  but  the  note  on 
the  deed  was  dated  September  30, 
1849,  and  only  stated  that  some  new 
commissioners  were  appointed. 
That  was  a  span  of  21  years  that  we 
have  no  records  of. 

The  building  was  built  by  the 


road  leading  from  Bath  to  Plymouth. 
Soon  services  were  started  in  the  build- 
ing, and  there  was  somewhere  around 
15  to  20  charter  members  enrolled  on 
the  church  book.  The  church  was  first 
mentioned  as  Shiloh  in  the  note  of  1849 
and  called  a  meeting  house.  Another 
span  of  16  years  elapsed  with  no 
records,  for  the  first  minutes  available 
were  recorded  on  October  7,  1865,  at 
which  time  the  Rev.  Malicha  Linton 
was  pastor  and  E.  S.  Waters  was  clerk. 
Mr.  Linton  pastored  13  years  in  succes- 
sion; and  after  eight  years,  he  returned 
for  two  more  years.  He  only  missed 
three  or  four  services  and  they  were 
conducted  by  his  assistant,  J. C.  Linton. 

In  April  of  1878,  the  church  licensed 
E.  S.  Waters  to  preach,  and  chose  Elder 
S.  W.  Boyd  to  serve  as  pastor.  He  served 
for  three  months,  and  then  the  church 
granted  him  license  (according  to  the 
1946  article)  or  ordained  him  to  preach 
(according  to  the  1958  article).  Then  El- 
der Malachi  Linton  was  chosen  again 
as  pastor,  and  R.  T.  Waters  became  clerk 
of  the  church.  With  Elder  Boyd  as  his 
assistant,  Elder  Linton  served  the 
church  until  1879.  Elder  S.  W.  Boyd  was 
re-elected  in  1879,  and  he  served  the 
church  until  1887.  In  July  1883,  James 
D.  Boyd  "...obtained  liberty  to  exercise 
his  gifts  of  grace  in  the  ministering  of 
the  Word  of  God  "from  the  church.  He 
was  ordained  in  October  of  1884. 

In  1885,  the  church  agreed  to  estab- 
lish a  Sunday  School  which  was  to  be 
known  as  Free  Will  Baptist.  Again  in 
April  of  1885,  a  motion  was  carried  that 
each  member  pay  $1.00  per  year  to  be 
used  for  building  or  repairing  the 
church  house.  In  1887,  Elder  Malachi 
Linton  was  chosen  again  as  pastor  of 
the  church,  and  he  served  until  1889. 
Their  weekend  preaching  services  were 
recorded  first  in  January  of  1889 — here- 
tofore services  were  held  on  second 
weekends. 

Then  Elder  J.  D.  Boyd  was  elected 
and  he  served  until  1892,  at  which  time 
Elder  M.  W.  Ange  was  elected  and  he 
served  faithfully  for  three  years  to  1895. 
Following  him  Elder  W.  M.  Gurkin  was 
chosen  to  serve  the  church,  which  he 
did  from  1895  to  1897. 

In  October  of  1891,  George  V.  Boyd 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  church,  an  of- 
fice which  he  filled  efficiently  for  46 


years.  The  first  record  of  any  work  be- 
ing done  on  the  church  was  in  1894,  at 
which  time  the  steps  were  repaired. 
The  same  year  the  pastor  was  paid 
$4.10  for  one  year's  service.  In  the  fall 
of  1896,  new  benches  and  ceiling  were 
put  in  the  church  and  the  sum  of  $4.50 
was  paid  for  the  work.  The  union  meet- 
ing also  convened  at  Shiloh  Church  in 
November  of  that  same  year  for  the 
first  time. 

The  Rev.  M.  G.  Davenport  served  the 
church  in  some  capacity,  either  as  a  re- 
vival speaker  in  1898  (as  the  1958  ar- 
ticle states)  or  as  pastor  from  October 
of  1897  until  sometime  in  1900  (as  the 
1946  article  states).  The  first  record  of 
a  gift  to  the  church  was  in  1899  when 
Julia  F.  Boyd  gave  chairs  and  a  com- 
munion set.  The  first  contribution  for 
retired  ministers  was  in  1900;  the 
amount  was  $1.00.  The  first  record  of 
a  regular  salary  being  paid  to  a  pastor 
was  $8.00  in  1907,  and  his  services  were 
quarterly. 

That  salary  would  have  gone  to  El- 
der Ange,  who  was  again  selected  to 
serve  the  church,  which  he  did  until 
1906  with  the  assistance  of  Elder  J.  D. 
Boyd.  Then  E.  D.  Hathaway  was  called 
to  pastor  the  church,  and  he  served 
from  April  1906  to  October  1907. 

In  1910,  more  work  was  done  to  the 
church  when  a  wing  was  added  to  the 
left  side,  and  the  entire  church  was 
painted.  The  first  contribution  to  edu- 
cation was  in  1913  to  the  Ayden  Semi- 
nary; again  the  amount  was  $1.00.  The 
first  mention  of  a  Sunday  morning  of- 
fering being  used  to  pay  the  pastor's 
salary  was  in  1917.  The  church  became 
a  member  in  the  Albemarle  Uniion  in 
1920.  The  Woman's  Auxiliary,  or  La- 
dies' Aid  as  it  was  called  then,  was  or- 
ganized in  October  of  1921.  The  first 
account  of  dinner  being  served  on  the 
church  year  at  the  yearly  meetings  was 
in  October  of  1923. 

Carbide  lights  were  installed  in  the 
church  in  September  of  1928,  replacing 
the  old  kerosene  lamps.  In  the  fall  of 
1934,  another  wing  was  built  onto  the 
church,  this  time  to  the  back,  and  it  was 
painted  again.  The  Central  Conference 
of  North  Carolina  convened  with  the 
church  in  November  of  that  same  year 
for  the  first  time. 


Again  in  the  latter  part  of  1943  and 
the  early  part  of  1944,  more  work  was 
done  on  the  church.  This  time  new 
flooring  was  put  down,  the  ceiling 
raised,  the  church  painted  inside  and 
out,  and  electricity  added.  Then  in  the 
early  part  of  1946,  four  Sunday  School 
rooms  were  added  to  the  sides  of  the 
church. 

In  April  of  1946,  the  church  licensed 
Ralph  Osborne  to  preach  the  gospel.  In 
July  of  1947,  the  church  voted  to  have 
half-time  services  as  soon  as  possible. 
Some  services  were  held  on  first  Sun- 
days after  that,  but  the  church  didn't 
actually  go  on  half  time  until  Novem- 
ber of  1948. 

In  October  of  1950,  the  church  voted 
to  start  a  building  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  church.  In  January  of 
1952,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
make  plans  for  the  new  building.  In 
January  of  1953,  the  trustees  of  the 
church  had  been  surveyed,  as  had  been 
instructed,  and  a  deed  signed  by  all 
parties  concerned  to  the  Shiloh  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church.  Finally  in  July  of 
1954,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  go 
ahead  with  the  building  of  the  church. 
The  work  was  started  the  week  after 
the  third  Sunday  in  October  of  that  year 
by  tearing  down  the  old  church  in 
preparation  to  build  the  new  one.  The 
members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  of  Pinetown  gave  the  group 
permission  to  use  their  church  while 
the  new  church  was  being  erected. 

From  1865  until  1958,  the  church  had 
31  pastors,  and  six  had  served  as  assis- 
tant pastors.  Two  of  the  group  have 
served  13  years  in  succession:  the  first 
being  the  Rev.  Malicha  Linton,  who  also 
served  two  years  at  a  later  time,  and 
the  Rev.  Duffey  Toler  who  served  from 
1933-1945.  Other  ministers  were:  the 
Revs.  M.  W.  Ange,  D.  A.  Windham, 
Lloyd  Jones,  J.  R.  Bennett,  and  Mr. 
Daniel  Gaskins  who  began  serving  the 
church  while  he  was  licensed.  He  was 
under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Bobby 
Aycock  of  Fellowship  FWB  Church  of 
Washington. 

The  first  records  showed  a  member- 
ship of  54,  and  the  same  record  states 
that  16  of  that  number  were  either  dis- 
missed or  excommunicated  and  four 
died.  By  1958,  the  church  had  300  some 
names  on  the  church  roll.  A 
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What  Is  Holy  Week? 

by  the  Reverend  Ken  Collins 
Ken  Collins  is  ordained  with  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  is 
pastor  of  Garfield  Memorial  Church  in  McLean,  VA.  His  website  is  <www.kencollins.com>.  Reprinted  by  permission. 


Dates: 

Holy  Week  is  the  last  week  of  Lent.  This  year  the  dates  are  April  9-15. 
Special  Days 

Palm  Sunday  (or  Passion  Sunday)-— April  9, 2006— the  entrance  of  Jesus  into  Jerusalem 
Holy  Thursday  (or  Maundy  Thursday)— April  13, 2006— the  institution  of  Communion  and 

the  betrayal  by  Judas. 

Good  Friday— April  14, 2006 — the  arrest,  trial,  crucifixion,  death,  and  burial  of  Jesus  Christ 
Holy  Saturday — April  15, 2006 — the  Sabbath  on  which  Jesus  rested  in  the  grave 

The  time  from  sundown  on  Holy  Thursday  to  sundown  on  Easter  Day  is  also  known  as  the  Triduum,  which  is 
Latin  for  "three  days." 

Colors 

In  most  churches,  the  decorations  are  red  to  symbolize  the  blood  of  martyrdom.  Some  churches  remove  all 
decorations  on  Good  Friday,  veiling  anything  that  can't  be  removed  in  black. 


Holy  Week  observances  began  in  Juersalem  in  the  ear- 
liest days  of  the  Church,  when  devout  people  traveled  to 
Jerusalem  at  Passover  to  reenact  the  events  of  the  week 
leading  up  to  the  Resurrection.  Egeria  was  a  Christian  who 
traveled  widely  during  the  period  of  381  to  385  and  wrote 
about  Christian  customs  and  observances  in  Egypt,  Pal- 
estine, and  Asia  Minor.  She  described  how  religious  tour- 
ists to  Jerusalem  reenacted  the  events  of  Holy  Week.  On 
Palm  Sunday  afternoon,  the  crowds  waved  palm  fronds 
as  they  made  a  procession  from  the  Mount  of  Olives  into 


the  city.  Of  course,  the  observances  must  have  begun  quite 
a  number  of  years  before  Egeria  witnessed  them,  or  they 
wouldn't  have  been  so  elaborate.  It's  just  that  Egeria's 
description  is  the  earliest  we  still  have.  The  tourists  took 
the  customs  home  with  them.  Holy  Week  observances 
spread  to  Spain  by  the  fifth  century,  to  Gaul  and  England 
by  the  early  seventh  century.  They  didn't  spread  to  Rome 
until  the  twelfth  century.  The  purpose  of  Holy  Week  is  to 
reenact,  relive,  and  participate  in  the  passion  of  Jesus 
Christ.  A 


What  Is  a  Tenebrae  Service? 


by  the  Reverend  Ken  Collins 
Ken  Collins  is  ordained  with  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  is 
pastor  of  Garfield  Memorial  Church  in  McLean,  VA.  His  website  is  <www.kencollins.com>.  Reprinted  by  permission. 


The  word  "tenebrae"  is  Latin  for  shadows.  The  purpose 
of  the  Tenebrae  service  is  to  recreate  the  emotional  aspects 
of  the  passion  story,  so  this  is  not  supposed  to  be  a  happy 
service,  because  the  occasion  is  not  happy.  If  your  expecta- 
tion of  Christian  worship  is  that  it  should  always  be  happy 
and  exhilarating,  you  won't  appreciate  this  service  until  the 
second  time  you  attend  it. 

The  service  was  originally  designed  for  Good  Friday,  but 
it  can  be  used  for  Maundy  Thursday  as  well.  Both  services 
have  long  Scripture  narratives,  which  for  this  service  are  di- 
vided into  seven,  eight,  or  nine  parts,  each  one  assigned  to  a 
different  reader. 

The  service  may  include  other  parts,  such  as  solemn 
hymns,  a  sermon,  and  Communion,  but  the  core  of  the 


Tenebrae  service  works  like  this:  It  starts  out  with  the  church 
in  candlelight.  The  readers  go  up  one  at  a  time,  read  their 
assigned  selections,  and  extinguish  one  of  the  candles,  until 
only  the  Christ  candle  remains.  Then  someone  reads  the  first 
part  of  Psalm  22,  which  Jesus  quoted  on  the  cross.  Then  the 
Christ  candle  is  put  out,  leaving  the  congregation  in  near 
total  darkness — and  near  total  devastation.  At  this  point,  the 
service  ends.  There  is  no  benediction  and  the  people  leave 
in  silence.  (The  lights  are  turned  up  but  remain  dim  so  that 
people  can  see  their  way  out.) 

The  purpose  of  the  service  is  to  recreate  the  betrayal,  aban- 
donment, and  agony  of  the  events;  and  it  is  left  unfinished, 
because  the  story  isn't  over  until  Easter  Day. 

The  first  time  I  went  to  a  Tenebrae  service,  I  thought  it 
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was  awful,  because  I  didn't  understand  it.  But  I  went  a  sec- 
ond time  and  now  it  is  my  favorite  service  in  the  year!  After 
I  became  a  pastor,  I  had  one  at  my  church.  It  was  the  first 
time  they  experienced  a  Tenebrae  service,  so  I  prepared  them 
for  it.  Everyone  who  attended  said  it  was  the  most  moving 
service  they  had  ever  been  to. 

If  you  see  only  the  happy  ending  of  a  movie,  everyone 
who  saw  it  from  the  start  is  elated,  but  you  go  away  saying, 
"So  they  were  all  hugging  each  other.  So  what?"  But  if  you 
see  the  beginning  and  the  middle  part,  with  all  the  suspense 
and  grief,  you  understand  what  the  characters  overcame,  and 
the  happy  ending  is  all  the  happier.  So  to  me,  attending  the 
Easter  service  without  attending  the  Holy  Week  services  is 
like  watching  the  happy  ending  of  the  movie  without  seeing 
the  middle — you  only  rob  yourself  of  joy. 

Designing  Your  Own  Tenebrae  Service 

If  you  are  designing  the  service  for  Maundy  Thursday,  be 
sure  to  include  a  Communion  service,  because  this  was  the 
day  on  which  Jesus  instituted  it.  Otherwise,  it  is  optional.  In 
any  case,  the  Communion  should  be  the  first  half  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

Advance  Preparation 

•  You  need  as  many  readers  as  you  have  readings,  plus 
one  person  to  moderate  this  part  of  the  service.  You  may 
need  to  have  them  rehearse  the  service.  Make  sure  they 
all  know  how  to  pronounce  all  the  words  in  their  as- 
signed readings. 


For  Good  Friday 

Divide  John  18:1-19:42  into  as  many  parts  as  you  have 
readers. 


CONDUCTING  THE  SERVICE 

Before  the  Service 

•  Light  all  the  candles  before  the  service  begins  or  as  part 
of  the  opening  of  the  service. 

The  Actual  Service 

•  Begin  with  your  normal  order  of  worship,  with  appro- 
priate hymns,  but  omit  the  Scripture  readings  and  the 
sermon.  Explain  the  purpose  and  meaning  of  the  ser- 
vice to  the  congregation. 

•  Have  the  Communion  service. 

•  The  people  sit.  Dim  the  lights  as  far  as  you  can  so  the 
main  light  comes  from  the  candles,  but  the  readers  can 
still  see  well  enough  to  get  to  the  lectern  and  back  to 
their  seats  safely. 

•  The  moderator  sits  down  at  the  table  with  the  candles,  a 
candle-snuffer  at  hand. 

•  Each  reader  goes  to  the  lectern,  reads  their  appointed 
reading,  and  sits  down. 


Before  the  service  begins,  set  up  a  table  at  the  front  of 
the  church  with  one  dark-colored  candle  for  each  read- 
ing, arranged  in  a  semi-circle  or  a  line.  Put  a  white  pillar 
candle  in  the  center.  You  can  use  the  altar  or  Commun- 
ion table  for  this  purpose. 

Set  up  a  lectern  with  a  dim  reading  light,  such  as  you 
find  in  a  bookstore.  Make  sure  that  the  readers  have  a 
clear  path  to  the  lectern  when  the  sanctuary  is  lit  only 
by  candlelight. 

Make  sure  you  have  a  candle  snuffer  handy.  Blowing 
the  candles  out  is  not  a  good  idea,  because  you  might 
spray  hot  wax  onto  the  paraments  or  other  objects,  caus- 
ing a  cleaning  problem. 


After  each  reading,  the  moderator  snuffs  out  one  of  the 
dark-colored  candles. 

When  all  the  readers  have  finished,  the  moderator  reads 
Psalm  22:1-21  by  the  light  of  the  white  pillar  candle,  then 
puts  it  out,  plunging  the  congregation  into  darkness. 

The  congregation  sits  in  silent  darkness  to  underscore 
the  drama.  If  the  Tenebrae  is  on  Friday,  you  might  want 
to  slam  a  door  or  make  some  other  loud  noise  during 
the  darkness  to  represent  the  stone  being  rolled  to  seal 
the  grave. 

Turn  up  the  lights  just  enough  that  people  can  see  to 
leave. 


The  Readings 

You  can  devise  your  own  readings,  but  here  is  a  good  start- 
ing point: 

For  Maundy  Thursday 

Matthew  26:20-25  Luke  22:54-62 

Matthew  26:31-35  John  18:33-38a 

Mark  14:32-41  Matthew  27:20-26 

Matthew  26:47-52  Mark  15:16-20 


The  people  leave  in  silence.  There  is  no  benediction. 


AFTER  THE  SERVICE 

It  is  traditional  for  people  to  leave  the  church  and  go  home 
without  speaking  to  each  other,  but  if  this  is  the  first  time 
you  have  had  a  Tenebrae,  that  can  be  a  bit  harsh.  You  can 
have  a  subdued  fellowship  hour  after  the  service. 
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Home  Missions  8  Evangelism 


April 
is 

Home  Missions 
and 
Evangelism 
Month 


Sunday, 
April  23,  2006 


Good 
Shepherd 
Sunday 


Your  funds  will  help  us  to 
'Touch  Lives  for  a  Lifetime 
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Our  Assignment: 

As  stated  in  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Evangelism  has  been  assigned: 

1.  To  supervise  all  missionary  and  church  extension  work  within  the  United  States. 

2.  To  oversee  the  formulation  and  promotion  of  church-sponsored  scouting  programs  and  the  God  and  Country  awards. 

3.  To  promote  evangelism 
Our  Aim: 

To  spur  our  Church  to  implement  the  prophetic  vision  to  include  the  multitudes  who  have  been  and  continue  to  be 
ignored  or  invited  into  our  churches. 

Our  Endeavor: 

Is  to  follow  our  Assignment  and  Aim  in  planting  churches,  assisting  the  declining  church,  chartering  scout  units, 
helping  our  churches  reach  its  community  through  effective  evangelism  and  develop  Disaster  Relief  Services  that 
follows  our  Master's  Plan. 

Our  5  Year  Goal: 

•  Church  Planting:  5  Spanish  Mission/Churches;  5  Mission/Churches 

•  A  determined  effort  to  assist  the  declining  churches  through  the  Harvest  Covenant  Program 

•  Charter  1 5  Boy  Scout  units 

•  Implement  our  Out-Reach/ln-Reach  Evangelism  and  Spiritual  Transformation  Training 

•  Develop  programs  for  Youth  Experiences  through  our  Disaster  Relief  Services 

•  Develop  2  "Andrew's  Place"  (thrift  store  &  soup  kitchen) 

•  Secure  a  facility  to  sufficiently  serve  our  Disaster  Relief  Services 

•  To  increase  our  volunteer  membership  for  The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Services  to  200 


Board  of  Directors 

Mr.  Howard  McPherson,  Chairman 
Mr.  Peyton  Lee,  Vice  Chairman 
Reverend  Bill  Mobley,  Secretary 
Reverend  Bruce  Jones 
Reverend  Braxton  Carter 
Reverend  Mrs.  Carlee  Stallard 
Reverend  Lewis  Forsythe 


Staff 

Reverend  David  C.  Hansley 
Executive  Director 

Mrs.  Laura  Monroe 
Administrative  Assistant 


Disaster  Relief  Team 

Mr.  Roy  Wetherington,  Coordinator 
Reverend  Harold  Swinson,  Food  Coordinator 
Reverend  Tim  Heath,  Tent  Coordinator 
Mr.  Bob  Alexander,  Warehouse  Coordinator 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Cook,  Casework  Coordinators 


Home  Missions  (j  Evangelism 
PO  Box  59,  Ayden,  NC  28515 
252-746-4965  assistant(?ofwbhomemissions.org 


A  Ministry  of  The  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


THE  HARVEST  CONNECTION 
DISASTER  RELIEF  MINISTRY 
IS  OFFERING 


FREE  TRAINING 


Saturday,  April  29,  2006 
9:00  a.m.  — 4:00  p.m. 
(Lunch  Included) 
The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Center 
2473  Hwy.  11  North 
Kinston,  North  Carolina 


PURPOSE:    To  equip  our  churches  in  handling  crises  after  a  disaster. 


COURSE  DESIGN: 


KEY  ELEMENTS: 

(The  Care  Package) 


Do  you  know  the  ten  things  you  should  never  say  to  someone  in  crisis? 
This  workshop  will  teach  you  positive  interaction  with  victims  of  disaster. 
This  training  integrates  the  church  and  community  by  creating  a  model  for  caring. 
This  course  includes  the  effect  of  trauma  on  the  mind  and  spirit. 

C  Healthy  vs.  Unhealthy  Communication 

A  How  to  Acknowledge  Grief  and  Loss 

R  How  to  Respond  Effectively 

E  How  to  Empower  Yourselves  and  Others 


WHO  SHOULD  ATTEND:  _  Persons  with  a  desire  to  reach  out  to  the  hurting  in  times  of  disaster,  especially 

after  the  event 
Anyone  over  the  age  of  18 
Adults  with  leadership  skills 
Persons  who  are  retired  and  healthy 

REGISTRATION:    You  must  register  to  attend. 

Give  name,  address,  phone,  cell  phone,  email,  name  of  church. 

Contact  Mrs.  Laura  Monroe  252-746-4963  email  assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org 

By  mail  PO  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  285 13 


TRAINING  PROVIDED  BY 

THE  HARVEST  CONNECTION  DISASTER  RELIEF  MINISTRY 

in  collaboration  with 
CAROLINA  CHRISTCARE,  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE, 
and  NORTH  CAROLINA  CERT  PROGRAM 


orWft  IriTERnflTioriflL 


NEWS  FROM  EAST  EUROPE 


Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ, 

With  heart  and  mind  we  hope  that 
you  receive  this  letter  in  good  health 
and  spiritual  peace  with  our  Lord  and 
Savior. 

Please,  praise  our  Lord  for  the 
faithfulness  of  our  members  who  al- 
ways are  enjoying  abundantly  when 
meeting  together  in  prayer  and  medi- 
tation. The  weather  is  not  inviting  to 
go  outside  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but 
many  manage  to  come  over  the  icy 
roads.  Most  of  the  aged  people  re- 
main at  home  out  of  fear  to  fall,  which 
brought  Tezdjan  to  the  thought:  "If 
they  cannot  come  here,  I  go  there,  to 
worship  with  them."  She  has  made 
up  a  visitation  schedule  to  fulfill  her 
"pastoral"  task.  It  is  a  common  habit 
in  Bulgaria  to  bring  something  edible 
with  you  while  visiting  somebody. 
Tezdjan  usually  takes  some  coffee  or 
tea,  sugar  and  cookies  with  her  for 
sharing  with  the  people  she  visits.  In 
this  way  her  hosts  need  not  to  be 
embarrassed  because  they  feel 
obliged  to  offer  something  to  eat  and 
to  drink.  This  form  of  hospitality  is 
very  important  in  East  Europe. 

Pray  for  Tezdjan  who  is  often  ex- 
tremely busy  with  all  kind  of  admin- 
istrative activities,  dealing  with  the 
government.  Besides  that,  she  is  car- 
ing for  the  hungry  people  who  have 
no  food,  helping  the  sick  and  listen- 
ing to  people  who  are  having  all 
kinds  of  personal  family  problems. 
She  has  to  lead  her  regular  prayer  and 
worship  groups  in  the  evenings  with 
adults,  because  the  meeting  room  is 
occupied  in  the  daytime  by  Medji, 
who  meets  with  the  children  and 
youth. 

Medji  has  continued  her  classes 
with  the  children  and  the  youth  after 
the  Christmas  vacation.  Lydia  helps 


by  Willem  van  der  Plas 

her  at  the  moment  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  Bible  stories  after  the  En- 
glish lesson.  They  come  together  in 
our  apartment  four  mornings  per 
week.  Both  are  spending  good  time 
together,  always  discovering  special 
passages  in  the  Scriptures. 

After  the  Christmas  vacation  the 
members  of  all  groups  like  to  study 
in  the  book  of  Genesis.  The  children, 
the  youth,  and  even  the  adults  love 
to  read  and  to  hear  those  old  stories. 
In  this  book  is  so  clearly  written  how 
God  is  preparing  His  ways  with  gen- 
erations of  Hebrews  who  are  without 
land  and  moving  from  place  to  place 
all  the  time;  such  kind  of  pilgrim-life 
is  well-known  to  the  Gypsies. 

Much  of  the  information  in  Gen- 
esis is  also  well  understood  by  former 
Muslims.  Tezdjan  too  is  teaching 
from  the  book  of  Genesis  to  the  adult 
women.  This  makes  it  possible  for  the 
children,  youth,  and  parents  to  com- 
municate at  home  what  they  hear  to- 
gether, during  the  meeting  hours. 

For  Lydia  it  is  joyful  that  she  is  oc- 
cupied with  people,  receiving  daily 
the  love  of  the  children  and  the  youth 
she  meets.  In  November  2005,  after 
quite  a  while  of  fear  she  received  the 
message  from  the  neurologist  that  she 
was  diagnosed  to  have  a  beginning 
of  the  Alzheimer's  disease.  It  does  not 
need  any  explanation  about  what  this 
means  to  us.  We  trust  on  the  Lord  and 
the  powers  of  your  and  our  prayers. 
Knowing  that  the  Lord  will  care  for 
her,  we  ought  not  to  worry  for  mat- 
ters which  are  not  actually  disturb- 
ing yet  at  this  moment.  In  general  she 
is  able  to  deal  well  with  her  short 
term  memory  problems  of  forgetting. 
Some  days  are  better  and  other  days 
are  worse,  but  the  important  fact  is 
that  she  knows  that  the  Lord  is  her 
HELPER. 


Tezdjan  and  Medji  are  well  aware 
of  her  situation;  they  are  always  avail- 
able if  she  needs  their  assistance.  Both 
of  them  are  good  neighbors  and  faith- 
ful friends  to  Lydia. 

Many  of  our  people  are  struggling 
with  their  common  winter  problems: 
"Lacking  money  to  buy  firewood  and 
trying  to  gather  wood  from  the  Na- 
tional forest,  which  is  illegal  and 
risky,  because  the  police  officers  are 
strict  in  keeping  the  law  and  arrest- 
ing sometimes  the  violators." 

It  is  for  the  young  ones  always  a 
game  to  come  home  with  wood;  pass- 
ing the  police  without  being  caught. 
This  reminds  me  about  the  times  of 
WWII,  when  we,  too,  had  no  fuels 
and  were  forced  to  find  ways  to  get 
them  at  any  cost  and  risk. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  cannot  ap- 
prove illegal  activities,  but  how  can 
people  live  without  the  needed  fuels 
for  heating  the  room  and  cooking  the 
food?  The  winter  has  become  ex- 
tremely cold.  The  lowest  temperature 
measured  with  the  thermometer  out 
of  the  wind  in  our  window  still  was 
2°  F,  which  is  minus  19-20°  C.  I  can 
understand  them;  do  you? 

Most  of  them  have  hardly  enough 
income  to  buy  one  meal  per  day.  Yet, 
the  danger  is  that  such  taking,  steal- 
ing, becomes  a  habit  and  will  be  so- 
cially approved  by  the  poor  people. 

Countless  trials  and  attempts  have 
been  made  to  buy  a  piece  of  land  for 
our  building  project  in  Balchik.  We 
take  every  opportunity  to  get  a  place 
where  we  can  build  a  Christian  Cen- 
ter in  Balchik,  because  our  rooms  are 
too  small.  After  long  searching,  we 
may  have  found  a  way  to  receive  ad- 
vice of  some  prominent  people  to  buy 
land  for  a  reasonable  price.  Just  to 
search  for  land  is  time  consuming, 
our  working  time  is  vanishing  and 
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we  hardly  know  where  it  goes.  One 
person  wrote  me  that  in  her  view  the 
year  2005  finished  before  it  even  had 
started  well.  In  some  ways,  time  can 
last  terribly  long.  Especially  when  we 
have  to  wait  like  is  laid  upon  us 
nowadays.  We  look  forward  to  the 
end  of  the  month,  when  we  may 
know  more  about  the  possibilities  to 
obtain  a  suitable  piece  of  land  to  build 
on.  We  perceive  this  matter  of  land 
as  a  heavy  trial  on  our  hearts  and 
minds,  because  the  need  for  space  is 
high. 

Please  pray  with  us,  because  we  are 
depending  in  many  ways;  first  of  all, 
on  our  Lord  and  sender,  but  also  on 
everybody  to  whom  we  are  bound  by 
our  ministry.  We  have  no  sufficient 
funds  to  buy  even  the  land,  because 
the  prices  have  raised  ridiculously. 


When  I  think  about  all  these  matters, 
I  almost  lose  the  courage  to  dream 
about  the  possibilities.  It  is  our  re- 
sponsibility to  do  our  utmost,  to  give 
the  best  we  can  and  I  cannot  believe 
that  my  expectation  is  like  a  dream, 
which  shatters  in  the  morning.  I  be- 
lieve that  once  I  will  see  the  comple- 
tion of  that  building  for  worship, 
meditation  and  prayer,  for  Bible 
study  and  meetings  with  various 
purposes:  like  meeting  disabled 
people,  providing  general  education 
to  persons  who  didn't  finish  elemen- 
tary school,  receiving  children,  youth, 
and  adults  who  just  look  out  for  a 
warm  place  when  their  homes  are 
cold. 

Please,  pray  that  the  fund  will  be 
available  at  the  right  time,  that  we  are 
able  to  purchase  the  land.  If  we  pos- 


sess the  land,  the  building  will  come 
later  for  sure.  Some  people  asked  me 
about  the  prices  of  land.  We  must  be 
honest  that  we  are  not  able  to  say  this 
yet  and  have  to  wait  until  we  receive 
the  advice  about  the  procedures  we 
need  to  follow,  which  information  we 
expect  at  the  end  of  this  month. 

Please,  pray  with  us  for  the  Lord's 
providence  in  our  needs.  The  Lord 
bless  you  with  His  love  and  care. 

Remember  to 
pray  for  our 
brothers  and  sisters 
in  Christ  in 
other  lands. 


BAPTISMS  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES; 
CANIGARAN  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

by  Ester  J.  Garcellano 


The  decision  to  obey  the  Com- 
mandments of  God's  Kingdom  is  the 
greatest  decision  that  a  person  ever 
will  make  in  his  entire  life.  This  deci- 
sion will  bring  him  closer  into  God's 
grace,  not  physically,  but  spiritually. 
This  is  when  the  lost  come  to  know 
the  forgiving  power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

On  October  29,  2005,  there  were 
nine  souls  who  committed  them- 
selves to  Christian  baptism  in  obey- 
ing the  Commandments  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  The  ceremony  was  held 
at  Balsahan  River  in  Iwahig,  Puerto 
Princesa  City,  Palawan,  Philippines. 
It  was  officiated  by  Pastor  Armando 
R.  Manzano,  the  pastor  of  Canigaran 
FWB  Church.  This  ceremony  was 
witnessed  by  more  or  less  a  hundred 
persons  including  the  unbelievers 
who  were  bystanders. 

Pray  that  these  nine  souls  who 
committed  themselves  to  Christian 
baptism  will  continually  grow  in 
their  spiritual  life  and  will  be  used  in 
the  ministry  of  God  in  the  local 
church. 
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ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
MISSION  RALLY 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  24,  2006 ,  7:30  p.m. 
KORNEGAY  ARENA,  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  IS  IN  CHARGE. 
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Speaker: 
Dr.  Elmer  L.  Towns 


-4  MARK  THIS  DATE 
ON  YOUR  CALENDAR 


Dr.  Elmer  L.  Towns  is  a  college  and  seminary  professor,  an  author  of  popular  and  scholarly 
works,  and  a  popular  seminar  lecturer.  He  has  published  over  fifty  hooks  listed  in  the  Library  of 
Congress.  He  is  co-founder  of  Liberty  University,  with  Jerry  Falwell,  in  1971,  and  was  the  only 
full-time  teacher  in  the  first  year  of  Liberty  's  existence.  Today,  the  University  has  over  6,100 
students  on  campus  and  he  is  the  Vice-President  of  Liberty  University  and  Dean  of  the  School  of 
Religion.  His  wife  of  52  years,  Ruth,  teaches  a  Christian  Woman  class  at  Liberty  University. 
They  have  three  children  and  ten  grandchildren. 

SPECIAL  MUSIC: 

YOUNG  ADULT  CHOIR  OF 
THE  WINTERVILLE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

(UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  MRS.  JO  ANN  PENNINGTON) 

SPECIAL  OFFERING:  Your  special  offering  at  this  Mission  Rally  is  vital  for  the  continued  growth  of 
your  missions  program.  Begin  to  pray  NOW  and  ask  God  to  reveal  to  you  what  your  contribution 
should  be  this  year.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  generous  response.  I  hope  all  of  you  can  attend 
the  Rally;  but  if  you  cannot,  you  can  mail  your  special  offering  to:  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  RO. 
Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  You  will  still  receive  credit  for  the  Rally  offering. 


REMEMBER:  You  must  earmark  your  check  for  Foreign  Missions  or  place  it  in  a  special  Foreign 
Missions  envelope.  These  will  be  sent  to  every  pastor  and  supplied  at  the  Rally. 
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(UILDREM'S  ttOME 


RENOVATION 
PROGRESS 
REPORT 

Memorial  Chapel  sits  in  the  center 
of  campus  at  the  Children's  Home 
and  is  host  to  many  different  services 
and  events.  Worship  service  is  held 
every  Sunday  in  the  Chapel,  as  well 
as  other  services  throughout  the 
month.  The  Chapel  is  now,  and  in  the 
past  has  been,  the  central  focus  of  our 
campus  to  visitors,  as  well  as  a  spe- 
cial place  to  the  children  who  reside 
here  and  the  staff.  It  is  a  place  where 
life-changing  events  have  taken  place 
— weddings,  baptismal  services,  and 
professions  of  faith. 

Memorial  Chapel  belongs  to  all 
Free  Will  Baptists.  It  is  the  Chapel 
that  was  constructed  as  a  place  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  the  children 
we  serve,  by  feeding  their  spiritual 
hunger.  The  renovation  will  enhance 
the  Chapel  and  make  it  more  acces- 
sible for  our  residents,  as  well  as  visi- 
tors. We  request  your  prayers  and 
need  your  support  to  complete  the 
renovation  project  on  Memorial 
Chapel.  Donations  should  be  desig- 
nated as  "Memorial  Chapel  Renova- 
tion." 


2006  CHANGE  FOR 
CHILDREN  CAMPAIGN 

Dear  Church  Friends: 

It  is  time  to  start  preparing  for  our  tenth  annual  "Change  For  Children" 
campaign.  Our  previous  nine  campaigns  have  been  successful,  and  we  trust 
that  this  year  will  prove  to  be  even  more  so,  thanks  to  you  and  many  Free 
Will  Baptists  who  saved  their  change  for  the  children.  These  campaigns  have 
increased  awareness  of  our  childcare  ministry  and  generated  financial  sup- 
port for  crucial  months  during  the  summer. 

Your  church  will  receive  information,  collection  bags,  and  bulletin  inserts 
in  early  April,  but  we  would  like  for  you  to  have  your  congregation  start 
preparing  now,  by  doing  the  following: 

We  request  that  you: 

•  Pray  for  your  Children's  Home  ministry 

•  Encourage  your  church  family  to  save  their  change  during  Children's 
Home  month 

•  Designate  a  Sunday  in  May  as  Children's  Home  Sunday 

This  Campaign  will  encourage  families  and  church  groups  to  work  to- 
gether collecting  their  change,  and  provide  youth  and  new  members  the  op- 
portunity to  learn  about  the  Children's  Home.  By  increasing  awareness  of 
your  childcare  ministry,  financial  support  will  increase,  allowing  us  to  con- 
tinue to  meet  the  needs  of  His  children 

The  needs  of  the  children  we  serve  are  constantly  changing,  but  the  one  con- 
stant that  stays  the  same  is  they  are  "God's  children",  and  they  need  and 
deserve  our  help.  The  support  you  give  allows  us  to  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  the  children  and  families  we  serve,  not  only  by  supplying  their  physical 
needs,  but  also  by  providing  a  place  and  opportunity  for  them  to  be  intro- 
duced to  our  Lord  and  Savior,  and  grow  spiritually. 


A  STOP  BY  HOME 

On  February  23, 2006,  Nancy  Catherine  West,  alumnus  1934-1942, 
visited  the  Children's  Home.  She  and  her  husband,  Ralph  Beltz,  were 
on  their  return  trip  to  their  home  in  Maryland  after  a  visit  with  fam- 
ily in  Florida.  It  had  been  several  years  since  she  had  visited  the 
Home.  They  spent  time  with  Gary  Lee,  Vice-President,  reminiscing 
about  memories  from  her  past  at  the  Home.  Nancy  talked  about 
participating  in  the  concert  choir  and  how  she  learned  to  sew  while 
growing  up  at  the  Home.  She  laughingly  shared  a  story  of  how  she 
loved  to  climb  on  things,  and  how  she  had  tried  to  climb  the  side  of 
one  of  the  campus  buildings  because  the  bricks  on  the  comer  were 
recessed  and  she  thought  it  would  make  for  an  interesting  climb. 

Nancy  came  to  live  at  the  Home  with  her  sister,  Iona,  and  two 
brothers,  Dorman  and  Gorman,  after  the  death  of  their  father.  Al- 
though the  circumstances  of  her  coming  to  live  at  the  Home  were 
the  result  of  tragedy,  she  fondly  recalls  her  childhood  growing  up  at 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home. 


Nancy  Katherine  West  and  husband,  Ralph  Beltz 
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Sunday  School  Ministry 


A  DAY  OF  LEARNING,  HOPE,  JOY,  AND  ENTHUSIASM 

by  Mary  Dudley 

On  Saturday,  February  25,  2006,  approxi- 
mately 450  young  people  and  adults  joined 
together  on  the  campus  of  Mount  Olive 
College  to  experience  Jesus  Christ  in  a  dif- 
ferent way  The  43  seminar  opportunities 
were  supported  with  vigor.  One  lady  was 
overhead  to  say,  "I  felt  that  I  was  in  'pure' 
church."  The  enthusiastic  music  was  led  by 
Tony  and  Rhonda  Pangle  of  Worship  Ser- 
vice Resources  and  was  felt  to  the  rafters  as 
everyone  joyously  joined  together.  Skits 
were  provided  by  Marlboro,  King's  Cross 
Roads,  and  Little  Rock  churches.  They  de- 
picted the  wrong  way  and  a  better  way  to 
carry  on  a  Sunday  School  lesson.  While  there 
was  laughter,  there  was  an  air  of  "That  looks 
familiar!"  The  2006  Sunday  School  Teacher 

of  the  Year  was  Mrs.  Donna  Ferguson  or  "Aunt  Donna"  as  she  is  affectionately 
known.  She  is  from  Horton  Road  Church  in  Durham.  The  2006  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  of  the  Year  was  Mr.  George  Lee  from  Everett  Chapel  Church  in 
Clayton.  George  expressed  the  wish  that  everyone  would  get  about  the  business 
of  working  to  promote  Sunday  School  in  each  local  church  and  community.  Sixty 
door  prizes  were  awarded  to  people  all  over  the  audience,  thanks  to  individuals, 
ministries,  churches,  and  businesses.  We  look  forward  to  the  66th  Institute  next 
year  at  Mount  Olive  College  on  Saturday,  March  3,  2007.  Please  mark  your  calen- 
dar and  plan  to  attend. 


The  Murphy  Center  zvas  filled  with  Free 
Will  Baptists. 


Mary  Dudley  presents  George  Lee  the 
2006  Sunday  School  Superintendent  of 
the  Year  Award. 


Donna  Ferguson  was  surprised  to  receive 
the  2006  Sunday  School  Teacher  of  the  Year 
Award. 


The  National  Home  Mission  Board 

by  the  Reverend  Mrs.  Lizzie  Mc Adams 
(This  article  is  a  partial  re-print  from  p.  7  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday, 
January  11,  1939,  Vol.  55,  No.  19.  The  original  article  appeared  as  part  of  the  missions  report.) 


During  the  National  Association  which  convened  in  No- 
vember some  wonderful  things  were  accomplished,  and 
among  them  was  the  birth  of  a  Home  Mission  Board.  The 
moderator  permitted  the  body  to  appoint  the 
various  bodies  which  were  needed.  Before 
we  left  Nashville  our  board  met  and  or- 
ganized for  business.  Brother  M.  L. 
Hollis  of  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  was  elected 
as  chairman,  J.K.  Warkentin  of  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas,  as  treasurer,  Sister  Frazier  of  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  secretary,  George  D. 
Dunbar  of  Chuckey,  Tennessee,  as  field 
secretary,  and  I  am  general  field  secretary. 
These  constitute  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

We  have  a  plan  which  we  have  mentioned  to  only  a  few 
as  yet>  and  it  is  this:  We  are  asking  our  women  to  set  aside  a 
hen  and  call  her  a  missionary  hen.  Keep  up  with  her  eggs, 
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and  all  of  her  chickens,  and  give  them  to  home  missions. 
This  will  not  interfere  with  any  other  plan  that  has  been  made 
or  will  be  made.  I  am  sure  that  most  people  want  to  see 
churches  established  in  the  towns  and  cities.  Just 
think  how  easy  thousands  of  dollars  can  be 
raised.  I  am  sending  in  a  few  names  and  will 
put  them  in  the  paper  once  I  receive  names 
of  all  women  wishing  to  join  the  missionary 
band.  Send  me  a  card  with  your  name  and 
it  will  be  put  in  three  papers — The  Free  Will 
Baptist,  The  Gem,  and  The  Gospel  Herald  of 
Alabama.  We  want  to  see  what  can  be  done 
by  July,  and  have  a  large  treasury  by  the  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Association  which  will  meet 
in  Bryan,  Texas.  The  money  can  be  sent  to  the  Rev.  J.  K. 
Warkentin,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  My  address  will  be  Hunts- 
ville,  Texas.  You  can  write  me  there.... 
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The  94th  Annual  Session 
of  the 
CONVENTION 
OF 
ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

,  l9o_25,2006 


Kornegay  Arena 
on  the  campus  of 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


2006  CONVENTION  WORKSHOPS 

These  2006  workshop  sessions  are  in  response  to  the 
overwhelming  success  of  those  held  during  the  2005 
Convention.  The  subject  matter  of  each  workshop 
originates  from  discussions  with 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  pastors  and  laity  about  areas 
of  need  or  concern  within  their  churches. 

You  may  attend  2  different  workshops  or 

both  sessions  of  the  workshop  on 
"Understanding  Church  Government." 

FAITH.  IN  ACTION 
Taught  by  the  Reverend  Norman  Gordon, 

Pastor  of  Northern  OFWB  Church  in  Durham,  this 
workshop  focuses  on  how  we  can  share  our  faith  in 
Christ  without  the  personal  fears  and  frustrations  that 
often  accompany  our  efforts. 

MARKETING  YOUR  CHURCH 

This  workshop  will  demonstrate  the  many 
effective  and  often  low-cost  ways  you  can  tell  your 
community  about  your  church.  From  TV.  to  radio, 
flyers  to  billboards,  business  cards  to  gospel  tracts, 
Terry  and  Sandy  Ellis  will  share  methods  used  to  bring 
people  to  your  church  to  hear  the  Gospel. 

UNDERSTANDING  CHURCH  GOVERNMENT 
Dr.  David  Hines,  Chair  of  the  Department  of 
Religion  at  Mount  Olive  College  and  noted  parliamen- 
tarian will  take  you  through  a  two-part  session 
designed  to  increase  your 
understanding  of  our  Articles  of  Faith  and 
Principles  of  Church  Government.  Session  two  will 
provide  much  needed  information  on  how  to  establish  a 
Constitution  and  By-laws 
for  your  church. 

GREAT  MUSIC  IN  THE  SMALL  CHURCH 

Convention  Song  Leaders  Tony  and  Rhonda 
Pangle,  founders  of  Worship  Service  Resources,  bring 
their  wealth  of  knowledge  to  the  table 
to  show  us  how  we  can  have  high-quality  music  in 
churches  that  may  not  be  blessed  with  an  abundance 
of  musical  talent.  You  will  learn  how  to  incorporate  all 
types  of  music,  from  traditional  hymns  for  the 
congregation  to  the  more  modern  styles 
for  the  choirs,  groups,  and  soloists. 
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(In  an  effort  to  keep  our  churches  focused  on  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists'  annual  theme,  the  Office  of 
Convention  Services  is  offering  a  monthly  presentation 
outline  to  use  at  your  discretion.  No  credit  is  necessary  and 
you  may  add  to  this  outline  based  upon  your  needs.) 


JESUS,  THE  LAMB  OF  GOD 

Submitted  by  the  Reverend  Ronnie  Hobgood, 
Convention  Treasurer 

Scripture  Text:  ...For  indeed  Christ,  our  Passover  was 
sacrificed  for  us"  (1  Corinthians  5:7  nkjv) 

INTRODUCTION 

Share  the  meaning  of  Passover  from  the  Old  Testament. 
Lead  into  Jesus  Christ  becoming  our  Passover 
(1  Corinthians  5:7). 


MAJOR  THOUGHTS 

1.  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God  REDEEMS  us. 
Ephesians  1:7  with  emphasis  on  the  cross  of  Jesus, 
the  Lamb  of  God. 

2.  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God  PURIFIES  us. 

Hebrews  9:22  with  emphasis  on  being  holy  through 
Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God. 


3.  Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God  makes  us  a  PRIEST. 
Revelation  1:5-6  with  emphasis  on  being  a  witness  of 
Jesus,  the  Lamb  of  God. 

CONCLUSION 

We  can  live  a  triumphant  life  through  Jesus,  the  Lamb 
of  God. 


Retirement  Homes  Ministry 


PEOPLE  HELPING  PEOPLE 
IN  IESUS'  NAME 

A  great  big  "thank  you"  goes  out  to  our  churches  and  individual 
members  for  their  contributions  to  Retirement  Homes  during  January. 
January  is  set  aside  as  Retirement  Homes  month  by  the  Convention 
and  during  this  month  about  20%  of  our  income  comes  in. 

We  have  been  able  to  stay  within  our  budget  even  with  the  ever 
increasing  rise  in  housing  and  fuel  costs.  I  thank  God  for  this  and  pray 
that  our  people  and  churches  continue  to  supply  the  needed  revenue 
to  move  this  ministry  forward. 

I  also  would  to  like  thank  the  pastors  who  have  invited  me  to  present 
our  ministry  in  their  church.  This  is  a  good  way  for  me  to  meet  and  get 
to  know  many  of  our  wonderful  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

We  still  have  several  of  our  people  who  have  expressed  needs  that 
we  cannot  help  at  this  time.  I  am  distraught  when  I  have  to  tell  our 
people  that  we  cannot  help  them  due  to  lack  of  funds.  I  encouage  each 
church  to  participate  in  this  ministry  by  putting  Retirement  Homes  in 
your  budget.  Individual  contributions  are  also  welcomed  and 
appreciated. 
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(RflcrioriT  Assembly 


TRACTOR/TRUCK  PULL 

PULLING  FOR  KIDS 


Sponsored  By  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.  & 
Bethel  OFWB  Men's  Fellowship 
Christian  Camping  In  The  Blue  Ridge  Mountains 


Friday,  May  5 
Mini  Pull 
7:00  p.m. 
Hot  Rod  &  Stock 
Lawn  Mowers 


Saturday,  May  6 

12:00  p.m. 
Antique  Tractors 
Farm  (Smokers)  Super, 

Turbo,  V-8  Modified 


Pulled  by: 
Neuse  Mini 
Tractor  Pulling  Association 


Pulled  by: 
Carolina 
Antique  Tractor  Pulling 


KIDDIE  PULL  BOTH  DAYS  (Ages  4-8) 


ALL  PROCEEDS  GO  TOWARD  A  NEW  CAMPER'S  LODGE 

Four  Oaks  Pulling  Track 

659  Tettersville  Road,  Four  Oaks,  NC 

(Take  I-95  to  Exit  87  Four  Oaks  to  Hockaday  Rd.,  2  miles  to  Tettersville  Rd. 
Turn  right  1  mile,  Track  on  Left,  Shade  Trees  for  Everyone  At  the  Track) 


ADULT  ADMISSION  $7  •  CHILDREN  (4-12)  $4 

NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  OR  PROFANITY  ALLOWED 
FOR  INFO.  CALL:  JIM  BEST  (919)  796-2775  or 
BRYANT  HINES  (252)  637-7171  or  (252)  670-8424 
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MounT  Olive  (ollece 


MOC  RODGERS  CHAPEL  UNDERGOES  REPAIRS 


Jeff  Brogden,  Superintendent  of  the  Buildings  and 
Grounds  Department  at  MOC  said  that  he  was  very  happy 
about  the  much-needed  repairs  that  are  being  done  on 
Rodgers  Chapel  right  now.  "The  Chapel  has  had  very  few 
improvements  since  its  construction  in  1974.  The  gutter 
system  was  leaking  and  the  soffit  under  the  canopy  was 
falling  due  to  the  rotted  framing." 

Repairs  are  being  done  both  on  the  inside  and  the  out- 
side of  this  special  MOC  icon.  Currently  there  are  6-7 
people  working  on  the  roofing  and  HVAC  system  and 
Brogden  pointed  out  that,  "You  can  see  a  difference  al- 
ready!" The  HVAC  system  has  far  exceeded  its  useful  life 
and  in  the  last  several  years  has  struggled  to  maintain  the 
desired  comfort  levels  inside.  "These  repairs  will  bring 
improved  comfort  and  better  air  quality  for  the  students 
as  well  as  a  much  better  environment  for  the  musical 
equipment  and  electronics,"  Brogden  stated. 

A  total  of  $32,000  has  gone  into  this  project  from  the 
Fund  for  Capital  Improvements.  Brogden  explained,  "The 
entire  campus  will  look  nicer  with  the  upkeep  of  Rodgers 
Chapel."  While  events  and  other  campus  functions  still 
take  place  in  this  building,  the  construction  and  repairs 
are  scheduled  to  be  finished  soon. 

These  renovations  follow  an  extensive  effort  by  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  women  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  which  in- 
cluded putting  a  new  tile  floor  in  the  entrance  way,  new 


carpet,  fabric  for  the  sound  screen  in  the  chancel  area,  new 
ceiling  tiles  and  both  restrooms  renovated. 

In  2002,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  R.  Yawn  made  the  lead  gift 
to  install  the  carillon  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  Daily  the  bells 
can  be  heard  throughout  the  campus  and  the  community. 

Rodgers  Chapel,  which  stands  in  the  center  of  the  cam- 
pus, is  a  constant  reminder  of  the  Christian  mission  of 
the  College  and  its  relationship  with  the  FWB  Church. 


VIVIAN  B.  HARRISON  LECTURE 


Left  to  right  pictured  at  the  Vivian  B.  Harrison 
Lecture  held  at  the  College  in  February  are  Barbara 
Lancaster,  the  Rev.  Frank  Harrison,  Dr.  Sandra  Hack 
Polaski,  (Associate  Professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond),  Dr. 
David  Hines,  and  Dr.  Tyanna  Yonkers  Day.  Dr. 
Polaski  examined  some  of  the  critical  passages  in 
First  Corinthians  that  are  often  misinterpreted  in 
regard  to  the  roles  and  gifts  of  men  and  women  in 
the  Corinthian  church.  With  keen  and  scholarly  in- 
sight, Dr.  Polaski  helped  those  present  understand 
the  world  and  culture  of  the  Apostle  Paul  and  how 
the  Christian  women,  especially  today,  must  live  out 
their  own  calling  of  God,  and  that  both  men  and 
women  are  to  use  their  God  given  gifts  in  families, 
ministries,  and  communities  as  new  creations  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus. 
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DIGGING  INTO  THE  PAST,  DISCOVERING  THE  FUTURE 


Jonathan  Best,  a  senior  history 
major  and  religion  minor,  has  been 
putting  the  skills  he  has  learned  in  his 
fields  of  study  to  good  use  in  the  FWB 
Historical  Room  at  MOC.  Best  has 
spent  a  good  portion  of  the  spring  se- 
mester sorting  and  organizing  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Collection  to  get  it 
ready  for  its  new  home  in  the  Com- 
munications Complex. 

While  wading  through  the  count- 
less documents  which  date  back  to 
1626,  Best  learned  a  few  things  about 
himself,  about  the  College,  and  about 
the  future.  "I  have  enjoyed  seeing  the 
growth  that  Mount  Olive  College  has 
gone  through  since  its  birth.  It  is  a 
unique  feeling  reading  about  the 
plans  and  construction  of  buildings 
you  visit  every  day,"  he  said.  "The 
construction  of  the  new  buildings  has 
helped  me  to  connect  to  the  past.  I 
understand  how  the  students  of  the 
past  felt  when  they  witnessed  the 
building  of  the  current  campus  we 
have  now,"  he  continued. 

The  assignment  has  also  helped 


Best  better  understand  his  own  reli- 
gious background.  A  faithful  mem- 
ber of  Free  Union  Church  (Beaufort 
County)  since  birth,  Best  is  apprecia- 
tive of  the  support  he  receives  from 
his  pastor  and  church  family.  "It  is 
important  for  me  to  attend  a  college 


affiliated  with  my  church,  because  I 
can  better  support  and  get  more  in- 
volved in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  de- 
nomination," he  stated. 

According  to  Best,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  items  he  found  in  his  his- 
torical quest  was  an  article  written  by 
his  former  pastor.  "I  also  enjoyed 
seeing  pictures  of  Dr.  David  Hines 
when  he  was  a  student  and  Ms. 
Dianne  Riley  when  she  first  got  in- 
volved in  the  Alumni  Association," 
he  recalled. 

A  Washington,  NC  native,  Best  is 
the  son  of  Carney  and  Peggy  Best. 
After  graduating  from  MOC  in  May, 
he  plans  to  attend  graduate  school  at 
East  Carolina  University,  but  he  will 
always  carry  with  him  the  experi- 
ences he  had  while  at  MOC. 

"The  education  and  Christian  val- 
ues I  received  from  MOC  will  ben- 
efit me  throughout  my  life.  The  small 
size,  Christian  values,  and  well- 
rounded  education  have  made  this 
College  the  perfect  institution  for 
me,"  Jonathan  concluded. 


TINA  PENNY  ADDRESSES  MOC  STUDENTS 


Tina  Penny,  a  Mount  Olive  College  religion  major  and  newly  licensed  OFWB 
minister,  recently  led  the  weekly  worship  service  in  Rodgers  Chapel  for  the 
student  congregation. 

Her  sermon  was  entitled,  Growing  in  God's  Soil.  "I  spoke  about  how  we  need 
three  things  to  grow  as  a  Christian,"  Penny  stated.  "First,  you  must  plant 
yourself  in  God's  soil — the  Bible;  second,  you  must  weather  the  storms  of  life 
and  showers  of  blessings;  and  third,  you  must  pray  for  the  Son — God's  Son — 
to  shine  upon  you,"  Penny  continued.  "God  gives  us  a  great  foundation  to 
grow  in  and  He  gives  us  Christians  to  stand  with  us  so  that  we  do  not  have  to 
go  it  alone,  but  most  of  all  He  gave  us  His  tender  loving  care  called,  Jesus,  His 
one  and  only  Son,  who  died  for  us." 

Penny,  who  spends  much  of  her  time  at  Mount  Olive  Collegge  with  the 
same  students  she  addressed,  was  thrilled  to  have  the  opportunity  and  plat- 
form to  talk  with  them  about  God.  "It  was  all  from  God  and  I  hope  it  brought 
hope  to  someone  who  needed  it.  The  joy  that  we  can  bring  others  with  God's 
Word  is  priceless,"  Penny  concluded. 

Penny  is  a  member  of  Johnston  Union  Church  and  serves  as  youth  director 
at  Shady  Grove  Church. 
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LOOKING  FOR  A  FAMILY  VACATION  DESTINATION? 

LOOK  NO  FURTHER! 


Available: 


Location: 


Features: 


Mount  Olive  College's  Pelletier  Creek  House 
5  miles  from  Atlantic  Beach 
Access  to  Bogue  Sound 

Pelletier  Creek  House 
4704  San  Juan  Circle 
Morehead  City,  NC  28557 


vacation?1** 


Deep  water  boat  dock,  conference  room,  deck,  sleeps  14  adults  and  several  children, 
5  bedrooms,  3  bathrooms,  kitchen,  den,  cable  TV  &  VCR,  quiet  neighborhood 


Check  in: 


4  P.M. 


Check  out:     11  a.m. 


Seasonal  Rates:  (Memorial  Day  thru  Labor  Day) 

Weekly  -  Monday  thru  Monday  or  Friday  thru  Friday  $1,100.00 
MidWeek*  $  650.00 

Weekend*  $  450.00 

*  Split  weeks  and  nightly  will  be  scheduled  during  the  "season";  however,  subordinate  to 
renting  full  weeks. 


Off-Season  Rates: 

Weekly 

Mid-Week 

Weekends 

Holiday  Rates:  Call  Margaret  Wells 


$  900.00 
$  400.00 
$  325.00 


For  more  information,  contact  Margaret  Wells  at  Mount  Olive  College  at 
(919)  658-7743  or  (800)  653-0854  Ext.  1281  or  email  <mwells@moc.edu>. 


No  pets,  alcohol,  or  smoking  please. 
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THE  PULPIT 
COMMENTARY  DONATED 

Mrs.  Alice 
Cherry,  widow  of 
the  late  Rev. 
Roland  C.  Cherry, 
visited  the  Col- 
lege recently  and 
donated  a  23-vol- 
ume  set  of  The 
Pulpit  Commen- 
tary to  the  library. 
It  had  been  Mr. 
Cherry's  request 
that  this  set  of  commentaries  be  given  to  the  College  at  his 
death.  Shown  in  the  picture  from  left  to  right  are  Pam  Wood, 
Librarian;  Mrs.  Cherry;  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Director  of  Church 
Support;  and  Jeff  Daughtry,  Director  of  Planned  Giving. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Music  and  Worship  Workshop 
June  1-3  •  Mount  Olive  College 

Open  to  anyone  interested  in  increasing  their  knowledge 
in  music  and  worship,  this  event  filled  workshop  will  of- 
fer seminars  including  Worship  Planning,  Accompany- 
ing, Voice  Class,  Basic  Music  Reading,  Creative  Use  of 
Instruments,  Technology  in  Worship/Music,  and 
Children's  Choirs  and  Worship  Leading.  The  cost  is  $110 
for  adults  and  $60  for  students.  For  more  information, 
contact  Dr.  Larry  Oldham  at  (919)  658-2502  or 
<loldham@moc.edu>. 


(AMP  VAMDEMERE 


CHAPEL  PROJECT 

Progress  continues  on  the  Chapel  Project  involving  the  renovation  of  the  screened-in  building  at  the  camp.  Blocks  have 
been  laid,  sheeting  has  been  put  up,  and  the  completion  of  the  building  looks  as  if  it  is  on  target  before  camping  season 
begins.  Thanks  to  everyone  who  has  helped  through  financial  giving  and  labor  efforts.  Any  church  or  group  that  would  like 
to  help  in  this  project  can  contact  the  camp  manager,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222  or  the 
Maintenance /Development  Committee  chairperson,  Kenny  Hill  at  (252)  244-1543.  Any  monetary  donations  for  the  project 
can  be  sent  to  the  Camp  Treasurer,  Damon  Kennedy,  at  2079  Tram  Road,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365.  Please  earmark  your 
contribution  to  the  Chapel  Project.  The  efforts  put  forth  by  the  board  and  others  to  complete  this  job  before  the  2006  Camp- 
ing Season  will  enable  camp  weeks  and  weekend  retreat  groups  a  place  to  conduct  worship  services  without  interruptions 
that  were  unavoidable  utilizing  the  dining  area.  Again,  thank  you  for  your  continued  prayers  and  support  in  this  needed 
addition  to  the  camp's  facilities. 


2006  CAMP  SCHEDULE 


June  5-8 
June  11-14 
June  18-23 
June  25-30 
July  2-7 
July  9-14 
July  16-21 
July  23-28 
July  30-August  4 
August  7-11 
August  13-18 


Women's  Camp  Week 

Bethany  Christian  Church  Camp  Week 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #1 

Lighthouse  Camp  Week 

Juniper  Chapel  Church  Camp  Week 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #2 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #3 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #4 

First  Wilson  Church  Camp  Week 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #5 

Bethel  Church  Camp  Week 


For  more  information  concerning  the  above  camp  weeks, 
please  contact  the  Camp  Manager,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor 
at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222. 


"SINGIN' 
BY  THE  RIVER" 

Just  a  reminder,  the  Spring  Singin'  By  The  River  has 
been  canceled  for  this  year  and  the  Fall  Singin'  By  The 
River  has  been  rescheduled  for  the  third  weekend  in  Oc- 
tober. The  dates  for  this  year  are  October  20-21. 


GOOD  NEWS 

The  Board  at  Camp 
Vandemere  would  like  to  con- 
gratulate our  Camp  Manager, 
the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  upon  his 
completion  of  the  ordination  pro 
cess  of  the  Eastern  Conference  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  denomination  on  February  11,  2006.  Our 
prayers  and  support  go  out  to  him  and  his  wife, 
Courtney.  May  God  bless  both  of  them  in  the  work  for 
His  Kingdom. 
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Layman's  League 


STATE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

by  Elmer  Harrell,  Secretary,  State  Layman's  League 


The  State  Layman's  League  is  an  OFWB  organization  dedi- 
cated to  exalting  Christ  through  the  agencies  which  God  in 
His  providence  has  provided  for  the  people  making  up  the 
FWB  Church  of  North  Carolina.  Its  purpose  is  to  bring  men 
in  our  denomination  together  to  promote  fellowship  and 
sharing;  to  increase  our  knowledge  and  power  in  Christ  Jesus; 
to  reach  out  and  touch  others  for  Christ;  to  train  and  en- 
hance our  talents  for  the  great  calling  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ;  and  to  strengthen  the  spiritual  fabric  among  all 
laymen  in  our  denomination  to  worship  and  serve  God  in 
unity. 

Organizational  officers  consist  of  a  president,  vice-presi- 
dent, secretary,  treasurer,  promotional  member,  and  pasto- 
ral advisor.  These  officers  serve  two-year  terms  and  are  nomi- 
nated and  voted  on  by  their  fellow  laymen  on  even  years. 
The  State  Layman's  League  also  has  a  rotating  board  con- 
sisting of  twelve  members.  Every  year  four  members  rotate 
off  the  board  and  four  new  members  replace  them.  Election 
of  board  members  occurs  each  year  at  the  Convention  of 
OFWB. 

The  State  Layman's  League  Board  is  responsible  for  the 
production  of  a  program  book  each  year.  The  book  for  2006 
is  entitled  Peter  and  Paul:  Men  of  Faith  and  Vision  and  is  avail- 
able at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  for  a  cost  of  $5.  The  book 
planned  for  2007  is  entitled  David:  A  Man  After  God's  Own 
Heart  and  should  be  available  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
in  December  2006.  Volunteers  are  needed  for  this  project.  It 
requires  twelve  writers  to  complete  the  work.  If  you  would 
like  to  volunteer,  please  contact  the  Rev.  Mike  Scott  at  (252) 
244-2245. 

Various  events  and  meetings  of  the  State  Layman's  League 


are  planned  throughout  the  year.  To  keep  informed  of  these 
activities,  refer  to  the  OFWB  Monthly  Planner  calendar  found 
on  the  inside  front  cover  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  We  look 
forward  to  seeing  you  at  these  events. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  State  Layman's  League  is  the 
Spiritual  Life  Retreat  held  each  year  on  the  first  weekend  in 
June  at  Camp  Vandemere.  The  theme  for  the  2006  Spiritual 
Life  Retreat  is  "The  Preeminence  of  Love:  John  15:13."  Speak- 
ers for  the  retreat  are  Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  "The  Power  of  Love: 
1  John  4:17-21,"  and  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor;  "The  Practice  of 
Love:  1  Corinthians  13:1-13." 

Another  upcoming  event  of  Christian  fellowship  is  the 
State  Layman's  League  Ladies'  Night  scheduled  for  June  24, 
2006,  at  6  p.m.  and  will  be  hosted  by  Harrell's  Chapel  Church. 
The  church  is  located  on  Hwy  58  North,  approximately  four 
miles  from  Snow  Hill.  Cost  of  the  meal  is  $6  per  person:  no 
charge  for  pastors,  their  wives,  widows,  and  widowers.  For 
more  information  contact  Elmer  Harrell  at  (252)  747-2984. 

The  final  event  of  the  year  is  the  State  Layman's  League 
Gospel  Sing  hosted  by  Juniper  Chapel  OFWB  Church  on 
September  16, 2006  at  7  p.m.  The  church  is  located  at  655  Piney 
Neck  Road,  Vanceboro,  NC.  Performers  are  needed  and  con- 
sist of  volunteers  from  OFWB  congregations.  Please  contact 
the  Rev.  Mike  Scott  of  Juniper  Chapel  at  (252)  244-2245  or 
Robert  Tripp  at  (252)  244-0222  to  volunteer  your  musical  tal- 
ents for  this  time  of  music,  fellowship,  and  praise  to  our  Lord. 

Should  you  have  any  questions  regarding  these  scheduled 
events,  please  contact  Elmer  Harrell  at  (252)  747-2894  and 
assistance  will  be  provided.  Also,  please  keep  in  mind:  one 
of  the  greatest  needs  in  the  church  today  is  dedicated  lay- 
men. 


LOCAL  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
ACTIVELY  INVOLVED  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 

The  Layman's  League  of  Juniper  Chapel  Church  stays  busy 
as  it  seeks  to  minister  to  the  people  of  the  community.  Our 
president,  Brother  Gene  Dixon,  is  both  a  man  of  ideas  and  a 
motivator,  and  he  is  tireless  in  his  efforts  to  keep  the  Layman's 
League  active  in  its  endeavors  of  benevolent  service.  Recently, 
several  members  met  to  install  a  ramp  for  two  elderly  sisters 
who  have  difficulty  navigating  steps.  As  the  work  was  pro- 
gressing, notice  was  given  to  several  windows  that  need  re- 
placing. This  became  the  next  project. 

The  Juniper  Chapel  Layman's  League  has  also  recently 
come  to  the  aid  of  a  dialysis  patient  who  was  in  need  of  trans- 
portation. He  was  being  driven  to  and  from  the  dialysis  cen- 
ter on  a  county-funded  van,  but  he  was  deemed  ineligible 
for  this  service  to  continue.  This  meant  he  was  responsible 
for  the  trip  three  days  a  week,  which  put  quite  a  hardship  on 
him  ahd  his  wife  (both  of  which  were  unable  to  drive  the  60 


juniper  Chapel  OFWB  Layman's  League:  (From  left  to  right):  Dave 
Ordiway,  Otis  Gatlin,  Franklin  Fillingame,  Robert  Tripp,  Jim  Mahoney, 
Gene  Dixon,  Charles  Gaskins,  Dan  Vernelson,  David  Fillingame,  and 
Mike  Scott,  pastor. 
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mile  round  trip  distance).  The  Layman's  League  has  obli- 
gated itself  to  transport  this  gentleman  to  and  from 
dialysis  one  day  a  week  (Friday)  for  as  long  as  the  need  is 
present.  We  knew  this  would  be  a  long-term  commitment, 
but  the  love  of  Christ  constrains  us  to  care  for  those  in  need. 

Once  a  year  the  Layman's  League,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  sponsors  a  BBQ  for  Camp 
Vandemere.  This  event  takes  place  the  last  Saturday  in  Janu- 
ary, and  this  year's  BBQ  was  a  great  success  as  over  $3,800 


was  raised  toward  a  new  chapel  for  the  camp.  The  Juniper  , 
Chapel  Church  has  a  long-standing  policy  of  not  charging  I 
for  anything  that  is  served,  this  amount  was  raised  strictly 
through  donations.  Through  hard  work,  diligence,  and  dedi- 
cation, this  local  Layman's  League  is  truly  making  a  differ- 
ence throughout  the  community  We  issue  a  challenge  to  all 
laymen  throughout  the  OFWB  denomination  to  become  in- 
volved in  the  Layman's  League  and  to  actively  support  the 
work  of  Christ  through  this  great  organization. 


Youth  (onvtmion 


WILL  YOU  CHOOSE  TO  UNITE,  OR  CHOOSE  TO  REGRET? 

Submitted  by  Stacy  Sutton 

"I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag. . ."  It  seems  that  the  gov- 
ernment is  constantly  pushing  for  the  states  to  unite,  but  what 
about  when  Christians  forget  to  unite  in  Christ? 

"United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall"  is  a  quote  many  teens 
are  told  when  playing  various  sports  and  conversing  with 
their  peers.  The  outcome  of  their  games  is  the  direct  prod- 
uct of  teamwork  and  being  united,  or  of  working  against 
one  another  and  remaining  divided.  Just  as  it  takes  five  bas- 
ketball players  to  make  a  team,  it  also  takes  numerous  Chris- 
tians to  make  a  powerful  witnessing  walk  with  Christ. 
It  all  started  years  ago  when  it  was  established  that  a  great 
way  to  mingle  OFWB  churches  together  was  in  the  form  of  a 
talent  competition.  Instead  of  the  intending  outcome  of  fun 
and  laughs  occurring,  we  ended  up  with  a  royal  flop  and 
fights  worst  than  two  girls  fighting  over  the  same  "all  so 
famous  star  quarterback."  It  was  not  until  recently  that  our 
churches  realized  that  we  were  not  working  for  the  Lord, 
but  the  devil  was  seriously  working  on  us.  As  always,  he 
was  putting  fictitious  truths  in  our  heads  that  the  way  to  be 
the  best  Christian  was  to  take  home  that  first  place  trophy. 

Back  in  August  of  2005,  a  group  of  about  twelve  OFWB 
churches  met  to  express  their  concern  about  how  churches 
were  dividing  against  one  another.  These  attitudes  defeated 
our  purpose  of  witnessing  and  instead  of  spreading  the  Word 
of  God;  we  were  spreading  the  word  of  the  world.  All  in  all, 
we  were  a  direct  product  of  the  devil's  mischief.  After  very 
lengthy  discussions,  it  was  deduced  that  a  drama,  choir, 
props,  music,  and  a  spiritual  renewal  was  needed  before  we 
could  help  save  the  lost.  It  was  concluded  that  instead  of 
the  "blind  leading  the  blind"  as  it  was  before,  we  needed 
God  to  lead  us.  It  was  not  long  after  this  decision  had  been 
made  that  artistic  and  dramatic  people  emerged  from  the 
scene;  pastors  from  other  churches  offered  to  help;  youth, 
toddlers,  musicians,  and  others  wanted  to  take  part  and  step 
onto  the  new  path  that  was  laid  before  us  by  God.  The 
prayers  were  prayed,  the  praises  lifted  up,  and  everything 
was  going  as  planned. 

However,  the  devil  had  put  yet  another  obstacle  in  front 
of  us — a  name  for  our  production.  Seeing  as  "He  IS"  the  Way, 
the  Truth,  the  Light,  the  Path,  and  literally  Everything,  it  was 
only  justifiable  to  call  it  "HE  IS."    The  hardest  part  left  to 


accomplish  was  to  make  the  vision  of  our  drama  an  actual 
physical  being,  which  included  the  Bible  being  displayed 
not  only  as  a  book,  but  the  book  written  in  our  hearts  and 
more  importantly,  in  our  actions. 

With  just  a  few  more  practices  left,  I,  as  a  sixteen-year-old 
have  met  new  friends,  felt  more  spiritually  in  depth  than 
ever  before,  and  have  learned  a  lot  more  about  the  Bible  than 
I  ever  thought  possible.  Imagine  for  a  moment,  if  I,  a  Chris- 
tian of  sixteen  years  can  learn  more  just  through  practices; 
what  those  who  do  not  know  Christ  can  learn  through  "HE 
IS."  The  best  part  about  the  "HE  IS"  production  is  that  now, 
not  only  will  the  truth  be  sent  out  to  those  who  already  know 
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the  Lord,  but  also  those  who  currently  are  lost  and  blinded 
to  the  truth  and  by  worldly  pleasures. 

After  reflecting  on  this  experience,  I  am  reminded  of  Mat- 
thew 12:25:  "And  Jesus  knew  their  thoughts,  and  said  unto 
them,  Every  kingdom  divided  against  itself  is  brought  to 
desolation;  and  every  city  or  house  divided  against  itself  shall 
not  stand."  Will  we  as  faithful  followers  of  Christ  sit  back 
and  remain  divided  in  the  battle  against  Satan,  or  charge 


head  strong  into  the  battle  against  evil  and  be  united  in 
Christ?  Today  and  forever,  let  us  allow  God  to  be  our  rock, 
shield,  and  armor.  Let  us  claim  the  victory  of  the  Lord  over 
the  devil  and  prevail.  Suit  up  and  join  the  Lord's  army,  by 
joining  us  at  the  OFWB  ministry  "HE  IS"  on  April  8, 2006,  at 
7  p.m.  located  at  the  Greenville  Convention  Center.  Admis- 
sion is  free  and  all  are  invited  to  attend. 


People  and  Events 


GIVING  GOD  THE  GLORY 


In  the  first  weeks  of  December 
2005,  I  began  feeling  very  sickly, 
desiring  no  food  or  liquids  of  any 
kind.  My  activity  completely  stopped 
and  I  found  myself  wanting  to  spend 
most  of  the  day  sleeping.  As  my 
illness  progressed,  I  called  my  family 
physician  and  since  I  was  known  to 
have  frequent  bronchitis,  he  called  in 
a  prescription  for  a  viral  infection.  I 
was  urged  to  see  my  doctor,  but  since 
I  had  an  appointment  on  December 
30,  I  thought  of  waiting  until  then. 
But  on  Christmas  Eve  night  I  became 
very  sick  and  later  was  rushed  to 
Duke  Medical  Center  by  the  EMS 
Ambulance.  I  went  into  a  "coma"  for 
some  six  days.  When  I  finally  woke 
up  I  discovered  I  had  all  these  tubs 
and  rV's  in  my  body.  Needless  to  say 
I  was  scared,  especially  since  they 


by  Maxim  Cox,  wife  of  the  Reverend  M.  E.  Cox 

had  diagnosed  my  condition  as  being 
congestive  heart  failure  and 
pneumonia.  All  this  came  because  of 
kidney  failure  on  Christmas  Eve  and 
all  the  poison  had  entered  the  blood 
stream  causing  a  critical  situation. 

But  we  serve  a  great  and  a  good 
God  and  I  began  to  place  my  faith  in 
Him  as  never  before.  Multitudes  of 
Christians  and  pastors  began  to  pray. 
I  have  a  nephew  in  Pennsylvania  who 
is  a  dedicated  child  of  God  and  a 
fervent  believer.  He  told  me  to 
remember,  "...by  whose  stripes  ye 
are  healed"  (see  1  Peter  2:24).  He  also 
reminded  me  that  Satan's  powers  are 
limited.  That  phone  call  along  with 
many  others  praying,  set  in  motion 
almost  unbelievable  happenings.  I 
made  God  a  promise  that  I  would 


give  testimony  of  these  events  in 
every  way  possible. 

Many  are  aging  like  us.  I  am  75  and 
"the  Preacher"  is  79,  but  the  fires  still 
burn  on  the  altar  of  our  souls.  So 
friend,  as  you  read  this  BE 
ENCOURAGED  GOD  IS  STILL  ON 
THE  THRONE  and  taking  care  of  His 
children.  So  in  sickness  or  financial 
hardship,  don't  ever  doubt  God.  You 
who  may  be  struggling  "seek  the  old 
path."  It  works.  The  blood  is  still 
sufficient.  I  give  God  all  the  glory — 
"great  things  he  hath  done."  I  am  not 
on  dialysis  anymore  and  I  am  getting 
stronger  each  day.  I  want  to  take  this 
means  to  thank  the  many  who  have 
prayed  and  encouraged  us  during 
this  difficult  time.  Keep  believing  and 
praising  Him.  It  works. 


ROSE  OF  SHARON  CHURCH  HONORS  TWO  WOMEN 

Submitted  by  Peggy  Bailey 

Rose  of  Sharon  Church  near  the  Bear  Grass  community  in  Martin 
County  recently  honored  two  of  their  church  members  for  out- 
standing service  in  the  Sunday  School  department.  Faye  Will- 
iams was  honored  for  serving  as  Sunday  School  Secretary /Trea- 
surer for  forty-three  consecutive  years.  Margaret  Rawls  was  hon- 
ored for  serving  as  Sunday  School  teacher  for  forty-two  consecu- 
tive years — one  year  as  the  teacher  of  the  Beginners'  Class  and 
forty-one  years  as  teacher  of  the  Primary  Class.  Both  women 
were  presented  with  plaques  by  the  current  Sunday  School  Su- 
perintendent and  deacon,  Phil  Hodges.  Congratulations  to  both 
of  these  well-deserving  women  and  thank  you  for  your  dedica- 
tion and  service!  tier  plaque  from  tnti  tioages.         Faye  Williams  with  her 

plaque. 


Margaret  Rawls  receives 
her  plaque  from  Phil  Hodges. 
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TARBORO  CHURCH  BEGINS  PRAYER  SHAWL  MINISTRY 


The  Hilda  Sasser  Circle  of  the  First  Church 
in  Tarboro,  has  started  a  Prayer  Shawl  Min- 
istry. The  prayer  shawls  are  made  by  mem- 
bers of  the  church  and  given  to  persons  in 
need  of  prayer. 

The  shawls  are  made  for  joyful  or  sorrow- 
ful occasions  in  the  recipient's  life. 

Each  shawl  is  started  with  a  prayer,  and 
as  the  work  progresses,  the  maker  prays  for 
the  recipient.  The  shawls  are  taken  to  the 
Circle  meeting  where  each  member  prays 
for  the  recipient.  The  shawls  are  then  placed 
on  the  church  altar  for  a  blessing  from  the 
entire  congregation  before  it  is  given  to  the 
recipient. 

The  first  altar  blessing  began  with  19 
shawls  being  blessed  on  December  18, 2005. 


The  ministry  started  with  two  women  knit- 
ting shawls.  Since  then,  the  Circle  has  sponsored  knitting  classes,  and  more  are  planned.  They  have,  also,  added 
lap  robes  for  the  men  in  need  of  prayers  and  comfort. 

The  original  prayer  shawl  ministry  was  started  in  1998  by  Janet  Bristow  and  Victoria  Galo  of  Hartford,  CT. 
Since  then  the  ministry  has  spread  through  many  churches  and  denominations. 

MY  JOB  MADE  EASY 

by  Donald  Stokes,  Sunday  School  Superintendent 


Members  at  Little  Creek  OFWB 
Church  are  truly  blessed  to  have 
such  a  wonderful  officer  and 
teacher  staff  for  our  Sunday  School. 

As  I  try  to  remove  myself  from 
the  photo,  I  think,  what  would  we 
do  without  them.  Each  one  with 
their  own  unique  personalities  and 
teaching  styles  make  Sunday 
School  an  interesting  and  pleasur- 
able experience.  We  know  when  we 
go  to  our  classes  that  the  lesson  has 
been  prepared  and  thoroughly 
studied. 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
hear  each  of  them  teach  or  have 
seen  them  involved  with  their  du- 
ties. They  all  have  their  own  spe- 
cial way  of  presenting  the  lesson  or 
handling  the  task  at  hand.  As  I  re- 
flect on  this  photo,  I  thank  my  Lord 
for  "Making  My  Job  Easy."  Thanks 
to  you  all. 


Little  Creek  OFWB  Officers  and  Teachers:  (Left  to  Right,  Front  Row):  Charles 
Russell,  Lorraine  Russell,  Shirley  Taylor,  William  Earl  Stocks,  Amy  Stokes,  James 
Ray  McLawhorn,  and  J.  B.  McLawhorn.  (Middle  Row):  Jackie  McLawhorn,  Hagar 
Jackson.  (Back  Row):  Chris  Alphin,  Cindy  McLawhorn,  Evelyn  Taylor,  Peggy  Tripp, 
Etta  Taylor,  and  Tim  Taylor.  (Not  pictured  is  Donnie  Skinner). 
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INTERNATIONAL  FOOD  FESTIVAL 
WILSON,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

by  Nancy  Matthews 


An  International  Food  Festival  was  held  on  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  2006,  during  the  annual  Global  Missions  Confer- 
ence at  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Wilson,  with  ap- 
proximately 150  attending.  The  Activity  Building  was  di- 
vided into  six  stations,  each  station  representing  a  country 
where  Free  Will  Baptists  have  missions  work:  the  Philippines, 
Mexico,  India,  Bangladesh,  Nepal,  and  Bulgaria. 

Several  dishes  were  offered  at  each  station  where  the  food 
was  sampled,  and  people  in  native  dress  presented  infor- 
mation on  the  history  and  culture  of  that  country.  A  variety 
of  articles  including  clothing  from  the  countries  were  dis- 
played on  tables  at  each  station. 

Most  of  the  dishes  were  extremely  palatable  while  a  few 
were  foreign  to  Southern  taste  buds,  but  as  a  whole,  the  food 
was  very  well  received. 

Deborah  King  planned  and  directed  the  event.  She  also 
cooked  most  of  the  dishes.  The  event  was  successful  in  cre- 
ating enthusiasm  and  interest,  a  highlight  of  the  Missions 
Conference,  bringing  the  people  and  culture  of  the  countries 
closer  to  home. 


Contact 
Harold  and 
Sandra  Jones 
for 

information 
on  how  you 
can  hold  this 
event  at  your 

church! 
(252)  746-4963 
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POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 

by  Rita  Jones 


Thank  you  to  all  who  attended  or  helped  out  with  the 
Soup  and  Sandwich  fundraiser  on  February  4.  Nearly  $400 
was  raised  to  go  to  help  pay  the  way  of  our  youth  mis- 
sionaries this  summer.  Five  young  people  and  five  adults 
from  Powhatan  Church  have  signed  up  to  be  part  of  the 
Chicago  team  with  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Youth 
Convention. 

Valentine  goody  bags  were  presented  to  the  senior  citi- 
zens by  the  Kernery  Ard  class  and  the  Youth  on  Sunday 
February  12.  The  older  members  received  cards  from 
youth  members  in  the  "Adopt  an  Elder"  program  and 
some  received  small  gifts.  The  goal  of  the  new  program  is 
to  build  a  bond  between  members  of  the  two  age  groups 
and  make  sure  our  older  members  are  remembered  on 
special  occasions  like  holidays,  birthdays,  and  anniversa- 
ries. 

The  youth  met  for  a  bowling  outing  on  Friday,  Febru- 
ary 17.  Over  25  people  took  part,  and  even  some  of  our 
older  members  came  to  watch  the  fun.  Sister  Margaret 
Johnson  (age  90)  laughed  at  the  antics  of  the  Cherub  group. 
There  were  two  lanes  of  AFC's  and  Cherubs  and  two  lanes 
of  teens.  A  Sunday  School  class  from  Shady  Grove  was 
there  for  bowling  and  fellowship  the  same  evening. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  sponsored  a  chicken  pastry 
fundraiser  on  February  19.  Nearly  $600  was  raised  for 
annual  projects.  Thank  you  to  all  who  helped  and  sup- 
ported the  fundraiser. 

The  Rev.  Terry  Ellis  filled  in  for  Pastor  Jim  Bogle  so  he 
could  take  a  weekend  vacation  trip  on  February  26.  Mr. 
Ellis  grew  up  about  a  mile  from  the  church,  and  he  and 
his  wife,  Sandy,  were  married  in  Powhatan  over  30  years 
ago.  He  spoke  on  how  the  church  was  a  true  sanctuary 
for  Christians. 

Spring  Revival  at  Powhatan  will  be  Sunday,  April  9- 
Thursday,  April  13.  Come  and  join  us  for  the  fellowship. 

Thirty  ladies  from  Powhatan  have  signed  up  to  take 
part  in  the  Morning  Star  retreat  at  Cragmont  the  week- 
end of  April  22.  Ann  Narron  will  be  driving  the  bus  and 
Lisa  Lauria  will  follow  with  luggage  in  a  rented  trailer. 
We  pray  for  a  safe  trip  and  wonderful  weekend  of  fellow- 
ship. 


Youth  members  serving  at  the  Soup  and  Sandwich  fundraiser 
on  February  4.  From  left  to  right:  Hayley  Benson,  Nikki  Jones, 
and  Crystal  Guy.  All  three  are  wearing  different  Powhatan  T-shirts 
from  the  last  four  years. 


One  of  the  youngest  and  the  oldest  people  at  the  bowling  outing 
on  February  17 — Kyle  Benson  and  Margaret  Johnson. 


Just  a  Reminder! 
When  the  5th  of  the  month  falls  on  a  weekend, 
submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
are  due  the  Friday  before  the  5th! 

The  Free  Will  Baptist    34    April  2006 


p  r  e  s  en t  s 


TGORDON  MOTE_  , 

In  c  o  n  c  e  rT  ! 


Also  featuring. 


The  Four  In  Christ  Quartet 


The  Second  Edition  Quartet 


Antioch  FWB  Church  -  New  Bern,  NC 
April  8,  2006  -  6:00  PM 
NO  ADMISSION!  A  love  offering  will  be  received* 


Visit  our  new  website  www.fourinchristqt.com 
for  more  information. 


Churches  i  Nimstry 
Positions  Available 


Western  District 

Spring  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Wednesday,  April  5,  2006 
Milbournie  FWB  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Registration  Begins:  9  a.m. 
Convention  Begins:  9:30  a.m. 

Theme:  "For  Such  A  Time  As  This" 
Mrs.  Marie  Stancil,  guest  speaker 


Don' t  F o r g e t ! 


Order  your 
Vacation  Bible  School 
materials  as  early  as 
possible.  Stock  tends 
to  give  out  quickly 


To  order,  call  toll  free  (800)  849-3927 
or  stop  by  one  of  your  local  Bible  Bookstores 
in  Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern. 


Trom  the  cracffe  to  the  Cross, 
there's  no  greater  Covel 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press, 
along  with  the  Bible  Bookstores 
of  Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern 
wish  you  Jesus'  blessings 
this  Easter  season! 


Black  Jack  Church,  Pitt  County,  is  seeking  to  hire  a 
new  youth  associate  pastor.  The  church  is  located 
approximately  10  miles  southeast  of  Greenville,  NC  The 
church  has  approximately  450  members.  Interested 
applicants  should  contact  Benjie  Forrest  at  2293  Sis  Mills 
Road,  Grimesland,  NC  27837  or  call  (252)  758-5328  (after 
6  p.m.)  or  the  church  office  at  (252)  752-6485. 

Associate  pastor/Youth  minister — Part-time  position 
(20  hours/week).  Must  be  a  licensed  or  ordained 
OFWB  minister.  Please  send  resumes  with  cover  letters 
to:  St.  Mary's  Grove  Church,  7987  Raleigh  Road,  Benson, 
NC  28590  or  e-mail  <pastor@stmarysgrove.org>. 

Larry  Matthews,  now  licensed  in  the  Western 
Conference  by  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nash  County,  is 
available  for  supply  or  interim  work.  He  may  be 
reached  at  (910)  322-1964  or  by  mail  at  2210  Mt.  Zion 
Church  Rd.,  Nashville,  NC  27856. 


Personal  Inr-ORriATion  (aaiices 


The  Reverend  David  Thick 

2702  Stokes  Circle 
Kinston,  NC  28504 
(252)  523-5361 


If  Easter  means  anything  to 
modern  man  it  means  that  eternal  truth 
is  eternal.  You  may  nail  it  to  the  tree,  wrap 
it  up  in  grave  clothes,  and  seal  it  in  a  tomb; 
but  'truth  crushed  to  earth,  shall  rise  again." 
Truth  does  not  perish;  it  cannot  be  destroyed. 
It  may  be  distorted;  it  has  been  silenced 
temporarily;  it  has  been  compelled  to  carry 
its  cross  to  Calvary's  brow  or  to  drink  the 
cup  of  poisoned  hemlock  in  a  Grecian  jail, 
but  with  an  inevitable  certainty  after  every 
Black  Friday  dawns  truth's  Easter  Morn. 


— Donald  Harvey  Tippett:  Pastor 


Women's  Retreat 

A  Mountaintop  Experience:  Looking  Up  From  Below 

April  8,  2006  •  9  A.M.-2  p.m. 
Tarboro  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

3150  Western  Boulevard 
Tarboro,  NC  27886 

Join  us  for  our  women's  retreat!  To  pre-register,  please  contact 
Linda  Rose  (252-823-1 195)  or  Brenda  Pittman  (252-823-461 1) 
(We  need  to  know  how  many  are  coming  for  food  preparation.  Lunch  is  provided.) 

NO  REGISTRATION  FEES. 
Come  and  worship  with  us  and  experience  God  in  His  fullness  at  the  top  of  the  mountain! 


Attention  North  Carolina  Woman's  <Aitx,illrries 

The  2006  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  will  convene  on  Thursday,  May  1 1,  2006  at 
East  Rockingham  Church  in  the  Piedmont  District.  Registration  will  begin  at  9  A.M.  Each  auxiliary  should 
represent  with  one  delegate  for  each  25  members  or  fraction  thereof,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $25.  In  order  to 
save  time,  we  request  that  you  send  your  registration  in  advance.  This  allows  the  state  treasurer  to  prepare  the 
cards  in  advance,  and  saves  the  delegate  the  trouble  of  having  to  pay  at  the  door.  Please  mail  your  fee  before 
April  25,  if  possible,  to  the  following  address'.  Mrs.  Nadine  Crocker,  568  House  Road,  Kenly,  NC  27542. 

If  you  cannot  attend,  please  mail  your  fee  anyway,  as  the  convention  needs  your  support.  We  hope,  however,  to  see  you  there. 


MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION 

Dear  Fellow  Ministers, 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ!  We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  the  2006  Mid-Year  Spiritual  Life 
Banquet  sponsored  by  the  Ministerial  Association  will  be  Friday,  April  21.  The  meal  will  begin  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
Hennessee  Room  of  the  Murphy  Center  at  Mount  Olive  College.  The  cost  of  the  meal  will  be  $10  per  person.  The  meal 
will  be  catered  by  the  cafeteria. 

We  look  forward  to  this  special  evening  of  good  fellowship,  a  great  meal,  and  an  inspirational  program.  All  minis- 
ters and  their  spouses  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

Ministers,  if  there  are  ministers'  widows  in  your  church,  please  advise  them  of  the  Banquet  and  invite  them  to  attend 
as  a  guest  of  the  Ministerial  Association. 

Please  secure  your  reservation  by  returning  the  form  below,  or  by  e-mail  or  telephone.  Please 
respond  by  April  15,  2006. 

Sincerely, 
Clifford  E.  Ball,  Secretary 

2c_  

Yes,  I  will  be  attending  this  year's  Mid- Year  Spiritual  Life  Banquet. 

Name  

Number  Attending   Amount  Enclosed  ($10  per  person) 


And  we  heard  this  voice 
which  came  from  heaven 
when  we  were  with  Him 
on  the  holy  mountain 


Return  to: 

Clifford  E.  Ball,  6138  Weyerhaeuser  Road,  Griffon,  NC  28530 
e-mail:  <cebl23@earthlink.net>;  Phone:  (252)  524-4337 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 


Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 


New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 

1232  South  Glenburnie  Road 
Glenburnie  Plaza 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  638-6193  •  (800)  875-8048 


Kinston  Bible  Bookstore 

1 23  North  Queen  Street 
Kinston,  NC  28501 
(252)  527-2843  •  (800)  875-8049 


Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 

Camp  Vandemere  •  Vandemere,  NC  •  June  2—3,  2006 

Theme:  The  Preeminence  of  Love 

Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends  (John  15:13). 


6:00  p.m. 


8:00-9:00  a.m. 
9:00-9:30  a.m. 
9:30-9:45  a.m. 
9:45-10:45  a.m. 
10:45-11:00  a.m. 
11:00-11:30  a.m. 
11:30-12:00  p.m. 
12:00-1:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 


Friday,  June  2 

Meal  ($7)  and  business  session 

Saturday,  June  3 

Breakfast  ($5)  and  Fellowship 

The  Power  of  Love  (1  John  4:7-21) — Dr.  Burkette  Raper 
Recreation  and  Fellowship 
Special  Music 
Break 

The  Practice  of  Love  (1  Corinthians  13:1-13) — the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor 
Prayer  and  Meditation 
Lunch  ($6) 
Benediction 


2^ 


Name 


Address 
Church  _ 


Each  person  planning  to  attend  the  retreat  should  complete  and  return  this  form  by  May  15,  2006. 
Make  checks  for  overnight  accommodations  payable  to  the  State  Layman's  League  ($10). 
Please  return  this  form  to:  Elmer  Harrell,  502  Southeast  3rd  St,  Snow  Hill,  NC  28580 

Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 

—    Phone  


City 


State 


Zip 


Conference. 


Phone 


□  I  plan  to  attend  the  retreat  at  Camp  Vandemere  on  June  2-3,  2006. 

□  I  plan  to  stay  at  Camp  Vandemere  on  Friday  night,  June  2,  2006. 
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□  Renewal 
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The  Central  District  Youth  Fellowsi 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  Presents 


Mil 


Who  is  this  Jesus  of  Nazareth? 


▼  uounsej 

♦  The  Mighty  God 

♦  The  Everlasting  Father 

♦  The  Prince  of  Peace 
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The  Youth  of  the 

I'M  p.m. 

Central  District  invite 

YOU  to  participate  in 

Greenville 

a  night  of  evangelism, 

a  time  to  hear  about 

Convention 

Jesus  Christ  as  they 

V/CU  iCl 

share  with  the  world 

who  He  Isl 

Greenville,  NC 

For  Tickets,  contact:  Spencer  and  Maria  Owens,  746-1533  or  Rebecca  Webb, 
758  0361  or  pick  tan  up  from  The  Rock  or  The  FWB  PRESS 


DIVINITY  SCHOOL  LIBRARY 
DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
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MONTHLY  PLANNER 

May  2006 


CHILDREN'S  HOME  MONTH 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Online  Summer 
School  Begins  at 
MOC 


NATIONAL  DAY 
OF  PRAYER 


Cragmont  Tractor 
Pull,  Four  Oaks, 

7  P.M. 


6 

Cragmont  Tractor 
Pull,  Four  Oaks, 
12  p.m. 

MOC's  Spring 
Commencement — 
2  p.m. 


8 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 

MOTHER'S 
DAY 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


State  Woman's 
Auxiliary 
Convention, 
East 

Rockingham 
Church,  9  a.m. 


State  Youth 
Convention, 
MOC 


State  Youth 
Convention, 
MOC 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


State  Youth 
Convention, 
MOC 


Convention  of 
Original  Free 
Will  Baptists, 
MOC 


Convention  of 
Original  Free 
Will  Baptists, 
MOC 


Convention  of 
Original  Free 
Will  Baptists, 
MOC 


28 


29 

MEMORIAL 
DAY 


30 


31 


Traditional 
Summer 
School  Begins  at 
MOC 


Coming  Soon: 

June  2-4 — Layman's  League  Spiritual 
Life  Retreat,  Vandemere 


Notes: 


June  24 — State  Layman's  League  Ladies'  Night, 
Harrell's  Chapel,  6  p.m. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    2    May  2006 


Editor 
Darren  E.  Davenport 

editor@fwbpress.com 

Graphic  Arts  Manager 

Jerry  Goff 
jerry@fwbpress.com 

Circulation 
Faye  Avery 
faye@fwbpress.com 

Editorial  Assistants 
Dixie  McLawhorn,  Marci  Rollins-Smart, 
Francis  Wade 

Graphic  Designers 
Sheila  Benson,  Jerry  Goff 

Production  Team 
Ronnie  Jones,  Brandon  Jones 
Tom  Peterson 

Editor  Emeritus 
C.  H.  Overman 


President 
R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr. 

cliff@fwbpress.com 


Board  of  Directors 
Linda  Weathersby  (Chair),  Central  Conference 
Frank  Flowers  (V.  Ch.,  Sec),  Central  Conference 
Nina  G.  Register,  Eastern  Conference 
Royce  Reynolds,  Albemarle  Conference 
Doug  Seymour,  Cape  Fear  Conference 
Russell  Corbitt,  Western  Conference 
John  W.  Taylor,  Eastern  Conference 
James  Blount,  Piedmont  Conference 
Bobby  Carden,  Pee  Dee  Association 


The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The 
responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the  person 
whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are  payable 
in  advance: 

1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00. 

Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

Every-Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church 
provides  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  every 
member  and  we  send  them  to  each  home. 
Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published  monthly  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class 
postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 


May  2006  •  Volume  123   •   Number  5 


FEATURES 


A  Temporary  Committee  on  Youth: 
Serving,  Promoting,  and  Networking 

^  "I  Will  Pout  Out  My  Spirit  In  Those  Days" 

The  North  Carolina  Foundation 
for  Christian  Ministries 


COLUMNS 


4  Focus 

by  Darren  E.  Davenport,  Editor 

4  Reflections 

by  C.  H.  Overman 

35  Golden  Oldies 


DENOMINATIONAL  MINISTRIES 


(J)  Children's  Home 

@  OFWB  International 

(t4)  Convention  News 

(T7)  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism 

(19)  Cragmont  Assembly 

@  FWB  Press 

(25)  Mount  Olive  College 


DEPARTMENTS 


2 

Monthly  Planner 

28 

Camp  Vandemere 

29 

League  Convention 

30 

Youth  Convention 

32 

Woman's  Auxiliary 

36 
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Her  children  arise  up,  and  call  her  blessed, 
her  husband  also,  and  he  praiseth  her 
(Proverbs  31:28) 


Pressing  On! 

"The  Press  to  $125,000"  has  gotten  off  to  a  good  start— but  we  still  have  a 
long  way  to  go.  My  hope  and  prayer  is  that  our  people  will  see  the  need  to 
support  this  worthy  effort.  The  equipment  we  need  to  purchase  is  necessary 
to  keep  up  with  these  technological  times.  The  quality  of  the  materials  we 
produce  should  be  every  bit  as  good  as  what  any  secular  printing  company 
can  put  out  there — it  has  to  be  in  order  to  succeed  in  this  competitive  market- 
place. It  will  take  your  help  to  get  us  there.  Our  purpose,  "Spreading  the  Word 
Through  the  Printed  Page! "  is  one  we  take  seriously.  I,  again,  invite  our  fellow 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to  be  a  part  of  this  mission.  If  you  have  not  been 
supporting  this  ministry  in  the  past,  or  have  "fallen  away"  for  whatever  reason, 
I  invite  you  to  "try  us  again  for  the  very  first  time."  Also,  if  you  would  like 
bulletin  inserts  for  this  fund  raising  effort  or  if  you  would  like  to  talk  with  me 
about  ideas,  concerns,  or  about  "The  Press  to  $125,000,"  please  feel  free  to 
contact  me.  I  can  be  reached  by  phone  at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227,  by  e-mail  at 
<editor@fwbpress.com>,  or  call  for  an  appointment  and  talk  with  me  in 
person  here  at  the  Press. 

Note:  Check  out  the  brief  history  of  the  "Press"  and  our  ad  on  pages  21-24! 


Mommy,  Will  You  Hold  Me? 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


The  four-year-old  was  pushing  one  of  his  toys  on  the 
rough  driveway.  Suddenly,  he  tripped  and  fell,  resulting  in 
two  skinned  areas  on  his  right  knee.  His  response  was  im- 
mediate, resulting  in  a  hasty  response  from  his  parents  and 
grandparents;  however,  his  mother  (as  mothers  do)  was 
the  first  to  respond  to  his  tears,  rushing  to  his  side  and  then 
into  the  house  to  get  the  Band- Aids,  while  his  dad  and 
grandparents  watched  and  consoled.  With  two  Band-Aids 
covering  the  wounded  areas,  and  the  tears  subsiding  some- 
what, he  looked  at  his  mother  and  asked,  "Mommy,  will 
you  hold  me?"  To  the  adults,  the  injury  was  minor,  but  to  a 
four-year-old,  they  were  major,  and  in 
his  mother's  arms  he  found  consolation 
and  comfort.  I  thought,  "What  a  beau- 
tiful and  meaningful  question,  spoken 
from  the  heart  of  our  grandson,  Logan, 
as  he  turned  to  his  mother  and  our 
daughter,  Tina."  Surely,  any  one  of  us 
could  have  held  him,  but  it's  always  the  mother  who  pro- 
vides the  deepest  love  and  understanding  to  her  children. 

With  the  annual  celebration  of  Mother's  Day,  our  memo- 
ries are  once  again  stirred  as  we  think  of  our  own  mothers, 
especially  if  death  has  claimed  them,  whether  in  recent 
years,  or  long  ago.  We  remember  the  times  when  we  were 
held  by  our  mother,  or  when  she  rushed  to  our  aid  in  times 
of  youthful  crises.  In  times  of  sickness  she  was  there.  For 
some  of  us,  a  trip  to  the  doctor  was  rare,  unless  there  was  a 
major  illness,  or  injury.  Thus,  it  was  Mother  who  adminis- 
tered to  the  home  remedies — Vicks  Salve,  Grove's  Chill 
Tonic,  castor  oil,  etc.  Strangely,  as  we  measure  those  rem- 


edies and  cures  against  our  present-day  curative  marvels, 
we  are  amazed,  for  they  worked.  Those  home  remedies, 
coupled  with  a  mother's  love,  did  the  job! 

A  mother's  insight,  understanding,  compassion,  and  es- 
pecially her  love,  is  unique  and  divinely  appointed.  Other 
family  members  fill  their  place  in  the  home,  but  not  with 
the  same  depth.  In  Isaiah  66:13,  God  is  compared  to  a 
mother  who  comforts  her  child,  indicating  the  depth  of  a 
mother's  comforting  love. 

May  this  Mother 's  Day  be  the  most  meaningful  and  spe- 
cial ever  as  we  cherish  the  memories  of  our  mothers,  and 
honor  those  who  still  are  filling  the 
most  special  position  in  the  land,  that 
of  a  mother. 


A  Reader's  Response 

The  following  comments  were  re- 
ceived from  our  friend,  lim  Rouse  of  Kinston,  in  response 
to  our  March  "Reflections:"  ". .  .1  concur  with  your  assess- 
ment of  what  message  pastors  should  be  proclaiming 
today. .  .What  we  need  today  is  a  preacher  who  will  get  on 
his  knees  before  he  ever  gets  in  the  pulpit,  and  ask  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  direct  him  in  all  that  he  has  to  say... In  today's 
society  of  trying  to  be  tolerant  of  all  things,  we  have  come 
up  woefully  short. .  .Sin  is  still  sin  whether  the  vast  major- 
ity believe  it  or  not.  I  was  told  long  ago  that  just  because  I 
might  not  choose  to  accept  God's  Word,  does  not  make 
His  Word  untrue.  This  is  what  we  need  to  hear  from  our 
pulpits —  and  nothing  less. 
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A  TEMPORARY  COMMITTEE  ON  YOUTH: 
SERVING,  PROMOTING,  AND  NETWORKING! 


On  the  floor  of  the  2005  Conven- 
tion, I  made  a  motion  to  create  a 
Commission  on  Youth  Ministry  at  the 
Convention  level  to  promote  all 
youth  work  and  network  all  youth 
workers  across  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
family.  The  motion  sparked  interest 
and  discussion  and  was  voted  to 
refer  the  subject  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  further  research  and 
consideration.  It  has  been  my  privi- 
lege to  work  with  so  many  positive 
people  who  are  in  support  of  this  pro- 
moting and  networking  organization. 

I  was  reared  in  the  OFWB  cradle, 
attending  youth  rallies,  being  in  the 
League,  competing  in  talent  at  the 
district  level,  and  attending  the  an- 
nual Youth  Convention  each  year, 
even  into  my  ministry  career.  I  have 
attended  youth  camps  at  Vandemere 
and  have  traveled  to  Cragmont  ev- 
ery year  since  I  was  3  years  old!  It  was 
at  Cragmont  during  the  Youth 
People's  Bible  Conference  that  I  ac- 
cepted the  call  to  the  pastoral  minis- 
try. I  attended  Mount  Olive  College 
and  was  eventually  ordained  in  the 
Eastern  Conference.  I  am  an  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  and  very  proud  of 
my  goodly  heritage. 

I  know  there  are  others  who  had 
the  same  OFWB  upbringing.  Our 
youth  programs  have  turned  out 
many  Christian  youth  serving  our 
Lord  with  gladness:  preachers,  Sun- 
day School  teachers,  deacons,  and 
denominational  workers  in  one  of 
our  many  successful  ministries.  I  am 
proud  of  our  programs  and  wish  for 
others  to  get  involved. 

I  commend  the  work  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Martha 
Parsons,  Mr.  Scott  Lane,  and  the 
countless  others  who  make  our  de- 
nominational youth  work  a  success. 
Without  these  individuals  and  their 
dedication  to  the  task,  many  of  us 


by  the  Reverend  John  Hill,  Chair 

would  not  be  where  we  are  in  Chris- 
tian OFWB  ministry.  To  these  I  say 
thanks! 

So  what  is  this  business  of  a  "Tem- 
porary Committee  on  Youth"?  Why 
temporary?  As  a  result  of  the  wisdom 
of  the  Executive  Committee  the  ball 
was  set  into  motion  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  However,  for  a  time,  this  com- 
mittee functions  temporarily  as  we 
research  the  feasibility  of  this  sup- 
portive networking  organization.  It  is 
our  prayer  that  it  will  later  become  a 
permanent  organization.  As  a  part  of 
our  research,  the  committee  wishes 
to  gather  information  to  provide  a 
clearer  picture  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  youth  programs.  As  the  infor- 
mation is  gathered,  recommenda- 
tions will  be  given  to  ministries  and 
churches  of  how  to  improve  on  the 
excellent  work  already  at  work  in 
those  contexts.  We  wish  to  connect 
the  struggling  youth  programs  to  the 
ministries,  conventions,  and  districts 
for  ministry  ideas  and  involvement. 
We  exist  to  support,  connect,  and  en- 
courage our  current  programs  and 
churches. 

As  a  veteran  youth  worker  myself, 
success  is  linked  to  connections!  The 
more  connections  to  organizations 
you  have,  the  more  options  you  have, 
and  the  more  creative  your  programs 
can  be.  If  you  need  youth  camps,  we 
want  to  connect  you  to  Cragmont  and 
Vandemere.  If  you  need  missions, 
we'll  connect  you  with  Scott  Lane 
(the  Youth  Convention's  Mission 
Coordinator),  with  David  Charles 
Hansley  in  order  to  go  to  Mississippi 
(with  Disaster  Relief),  or  Harold 
Jones  in  order  to  go  to  Mexico  (with 
OFWB  International).  If  you  need  ser- 
vice projects,  we  will  connect  you  to 
the  Children's  Home  or  Retirement 
Homes.  If  you  need  youth  litera- 
ture— the  Press.  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley  is 


waiting  to  help  you  with  Sunday 
School  challenges.  Higher  Christian 
Education  needs?  Perhaps  Mount 
Olive  College  or  Carolina  Bible  Insti- 
tute can  help  you. 

We  want  to  connect,  equip,  and 
support  our  youth  workers  with  the 
nuts  and  bolts  of  youth  ministry.  In 
the  current  works  is  a  website  that 
will  be  linked  to  the  Convention's 
site.  It  will  provide  you  with  forms, 
"how  to"  articles,  contact  informa- 
tion, an  online  newsletter,  and  much 
more.  All  of  these  services  will  be 
provided  free  of  charge  to  those  in 
need. 

What  we  need  from  you  is  simple! 
We  want  to  have  a  contact  person 
from  each  church.  We  are  working 
through  your  Conference  Clerks  and 
District  Woman's  Auxiliary  Youth 
Coordinators  to  gather  this  invalu- 
able information.  Pastors,  please  be 
sure  the  youth  director  information 
is  correct  on  your  annual  information 
form  for  the  Convention.  All  we  need 
is  a  name,  address,  e-mail  address, 
church,  and  pastor's  name!  By  sup- 
plying us  with  this  information  you 
are  joining  a  network  of  youth  work- 
ers laboring  together  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  students.  Joining  our 
network  is  simple  and  connects  you 
to  limitless  denominational  connec- 
tions making  it  possible  for  churches 
to  help  churches. 

Contact  your  Conference  Clerk  or 
Auxiliary  Youth  Coordinator  to  reg- 
ister your  youth  group.  If  you  are 
unable  to  connect  with  them,  you 
may  e-mail  the  chairperson  at  the 
address  listed  below.  Thank  you  for 
your  support  and  continued  work  for 
our  Lord! 

You  may  contact  John  Hill  at 
<johnhill@bbnp.com>  or  call  Little 
Rock  OFWB  Church  at  (252)  239- 
0361.  ▲ 
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"I  Will  Pour  Out  My  Spirit  In  Those  Days" 

(Acts  2: 1-21) 

by  the  Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


God  does  not  make  mistakes! 
The  time  was  fulfilled.  The  setting 
was  right.  God's  plan  on  Calvary 
was  completed.  Now  the  story 
was  to  be  taken  to  all  the  world. 

The  church,  the  body  of  Christ, 
was  to  be  the  vehicle  through 
which  God  would  work  to  accom- 
plish His  universal  mission.  "But 
you  will  receive  power  when  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon  you; 
and  you  will  be  my  witnesses  in 
Jerusalem,  in  all  Judea  and 
Samaria,  and  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth"  (Acts  1:8  nrsv).  These  words 
of  Jesus  were  fresh  in  the  ears  and 
hearts  of  His  followers  as  they 
gathered  in  the  Upper  Room  for 
prayer  on  that  Pentecost  morning. 
Then  it  happened!  The  mighty  gift 
of  the  Father  suddenly  came  with 
a  sound  like  the  blowing  of  a 
mighty  wind  from  heaven  and 
filled  the  whole  house!  "Then 
there  appeared  to  them  divided 
tongues,  as  of  fire,  and  one  sat 
upon  each  of  them.  And  they  were 
all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
began  to  speak  with  other 
tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them 
utterance"  (Acts  2:3^4  nkjv). 

The  church,  the  body  of  Christ, 
was  now  commissioned  and  em- 
powered to  proclaim  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  all  the  world!  Those 
present  that  day  heard  the  Gospel 
in  their  own  language  and  were 
amazed,  some  thinking  perhaps 
"These  people  had  too  much 
wine,"  especially  that  early  in  the 
morning! 

The  Apostle  Peter  raised  his 
voice  and  addressed  the  crowd, 
assuring  them  that  what  they  were 
seeing  and  hearing  was  not  due  to 


wine,  since  it  was  only  nine  in  the 
morning,  but  rather  the  fulfilling 
of  the  words  of  the  prophet  Joel: 
"  'And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the 
last  days,  says  God,  That  I  will 
pour  out  of  My  Spirit  on  all  flesh; 
Your  sons  and  your  daughters 
shall  prophesy,  Your  young  men 
shall  see  visions,  Your  old  men 
shall  dream  dreams.  And  on  My 
menservants  and  on  My  maidser- 
vants I  will  pour  out  My  Spirit  in 
those  days;  And  they  shall  proph- 
esy. I  will  show  wonders  in  heaven 
above  And  signs  in  the  earth  be- 
neath: Blood  and  fire  and  vapor  of 
smoke.  The  sun  shall  be  turned 
into  darkness,  And  the  moon  into 
blood,  Before  the  coming  of  the 
great  and  awesome  day  of  the 
Lord.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass 
That  whoever  calls  on  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Shall  be  saved'"  (Acts 
2:17-21  nkjv). 

Now,  the  church  had  received 
the  gift  of  the  Father,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  would  now  empower 
the  followers  of  Jesus  to  be  His 
body  in  the  world  and  carry  forth 
His  mission  to  all  humanity.  This 
fellowship  of  kindred  spirits  con- 
stituted: "the  church  of  the  Lord" 
(Acts  20:28  nkjv),  those  called  out 
from  the  world  to  follow  Christ. 
So  now  the  gathered  community 
of  believers  formed  an  ongoing 
communion  with  His  Spirit  and 
this  fellowship  of  kindred  spirits 
became  the  primary  means  by 
which  disciples  were  trained  and 
sent  out  on  His  mission. 

In  a  visible,  present  sense,  the 
church  filled  the  role  of  Christ's 
body  in  the  world  (1  Corinthians 
12:27).  Christ  was  the  Head 
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(Ephesians  11:22).  Within  this  fel- 
lowship, as  followers  of  their  Lord, 
they  helped  one  another  grow  and 
mature  in  "the  measure  of  the  stat- 
ure of  the  fulness  of  Christ" 
(Ephesians  4:13).  The  believers 
were  given  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  with- 
out regard  to  gender,  ethnicity,  and 
class  and  were  encouraged  to  use 
their  God-given  gifts  in  families, 
ministries,  and  communities  to 
further  Christ's  Kingdom. 

It  was  a  loving  family.  God  was 
their  Father  (Galatians  3:26)  and  as 
His  sons  and  daughters,  co-heirs 
with  Christ,  they  shared  equally 
the  inheritance  of  Christ  (Romans 
8:17).  They  were  one  in  the  Spirit 
as  children  of  God,  so  that  "There 
is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is 
neither  slave  nor  free,  there  is  nei- 
ther male  nor  female;  for  you  are 
all  one  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Galatians 
3:28  nkjv).  All  were  given  the  same 
Holy  Spirit,  the  same  commission, 
the  same  call  to  be  His  witnesses 
regardless  of  race,  class,  gender,  or 
nationality. 

Again  and  again  this  commu- 
nity would  affirm  its  solidarity  in 
Christ,  being  "of  one  heart  and 
soul"  (Acts  4:32  amp).  They  were 
all  "co-laborers"  with  Christ;  all 
were  called  to  witness  and  to  pro- 
claim the  mighty  deeds  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  before  whom  all  knees 
would  bow  and  every  tongue  con- 
fess Him  as  Lord,  the  Apostle  Paul 
said  in  Philippians  2:10-11. 

His  Kingdom  was  made  up  of 
Holy  Spirit  people — born  of  the 
Spirit  with  a  new  birth,  and  thus  a 
"new  creation  in  Christ"!  A  new 
creation  in  which  there  is  no  race 
distinction,  nor  gender  distinction, 


nor  social  distinction!  All  were 
equal  children  of  His  glorious 
Kingdom,  made  equally  in  the 
image  of  God,  and  all  had  equal 
access  to  the  Father  through  the 
Son.  "The  Spirit  himself  testifies 
with  our  spirit  that  we  are  God's 
children"  (Romans  8:16  niv). 

All  the  old  divisions  and  social 
customs,  distinctions,  and  walls  of 
hostility  were  now  broken  and 
swept  away!  The  veil  in  the  temple 
was  torn  in  two  from  top  to  bot- 
tom! Now,  nothing  would  sepa- 
rate those  in  Christ  from  the  Holy 
of  Holies;  all  had  access  to  the 
Father  without  having  to  go  to 
someone  else,  or  to  be  second  class 
citizens  of  His  Kingdom.  Now,  all 
are  children  of  God  through  faith 
in  Christ,  and  "clothed. ..with 
Christ"  and  "heirs  according  to  the 
promise"  (Galatians  3:26-29  niv). 

His  Kingdom  would  be  of  grace 
and  forgiveness,  of  life  and  whole- 
ness, a  "new  creation"  through 
Jesus  Christ  says  the  Apostle  Paul 
in  2  Corinthians  5:17  (niv).  The  old 
structures  were  to  pass  away.  The 
"new  wine"  of  His  Kingdom  and 
His  teachings  would  no  longer  fit 
into  the  old  wineskins  of  Judaism, 
or  the  social  structures  of  the  old 
Roman  society.  The  old  had 
passed  away — a  new  Kingdom 
had  now  come.  "Here  there  is  no 
Greek  or  Jew,  circumcised  or  un- 
circumcised,  barbarian,  Scythian, 
slave  or  free,  but  Christ  is  all,  and 
is  in  all"  (Colossians  3:11  niv). 

Servanthood  is  His  call  to  all  His 
followers.  The  basin  and  the  towel 
is  our  symbol  of  servanthood  as 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  the 
English  General  Baptist  Heritage. 
Hence,  every  office  and  person,  la- 
ity or  minister,  regardless  of  gen- 
der, is  an  avenue  of  service  in  His 
Kingdom.  Jesus  Himself  is  our 
supreme  example  of  servanthood. 

With  a  towel,  some  water,  a  ba- 


sin, and  a  heart  of  loving 
servanthood.  He  washed  each  of 
His  disciples'  feet:  "...Do  you  un- 
derstand what  I  have  done  for 
you?... I  have  set  you  an  example 
that  you  should  do  as  I  have  done 
for  you.  I  tell  you  the  truth,  no  ser- 
vant is  greater  than  his  master,  nor 
is  a  messenger  greater  than  the  one 
who  sent  him.  Now  that  you  know 
these  things,  you  will  be  blessed 
if  you  do  them"  (John  13:12,  15- 
17  niv). 

When  James  and  John  asked 
Jesus  for  the  opportunity  for  one 
of  them  to  sit  at  His  right  hand  and 
the  other  at  His  left  hand  in  glory, 
they  were  rebuked:  "You  know 
that  those  who  are  regarded  as 
rulers  of  the  Gentiles  lord  it  over 
them,  and  their  high  officials  ex- 
ercise authority  over  them.  Not  so 
with  you.  Instead,  whoever  wants 
to  become  great  among  you  must 
be  your  servant,  and  whoever 
wants  to  be  first  must  be  slave  of 
all.  For  even  the  Son  of  Man  did 
not  come  to  be  served,  but  to  serve, 
and  to  give  his  life  as  a  ransom  for 
many"  (Mark  10:42-45  niv). 

We  are  called  to  serve  others  and 
imitate  the  example  of  Jesus.  The 
Apostle  Paul  captures  these 
thoughts  in  several  key  passages 
that  define  the  roles  of  a  servant 
leader,  especially  in  Philippians 
2:3-8  as  he  outlines  the  humility 
of  Christ,  and  His  obedience  even 
unto  the  death  on  a  cross!  Again, 
in  Ephesians  4:11-13,  Paul  states 
the  ultimate  goals  of  effective  ser- 
vant leadership,  for  it  was  Christ 
who  gave  us  servant  leaders: 
"some  to  be  apostles,  some  to  be 
prophets,  some  to  be  evangelists, 
and  some  to  be  pastors  and  teach- 
ers, to  prepare  God's  people  for 
works  of  service,  so  that  the  body 
of  Christ  may  be  built  up  until  we 
all  reach  unity  in  the  faith  and  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God 


and  become  mature,  attaining  to 
the  whole  measure  of  the  fullness 
of  Christ"  (niv). 

Now  we  are  "saints,"  that  is,  to 
be  called  out,  set  apart  for  God's 
purpose  as  revealed  in  Jesus 
Christ.  "But  you  are  a  chosen 
people,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy 
nation,  a  people  belonging  to  God, 
that  you  may  declare  the  praises 
of  him  who  called  you  out  of  dark- 
ness into  his  wonderful  light.  Once 
you  were  not  a  people,  but  now 
you  are  the  people  of  God;  once 
you  had  not  received  mercy,  but 
now  you  have  received  mercy" 
(1  Peter  2:9-10  niv). 

The  words  of  Joel  are  fulfilled. 
God  poured  out  His  Holy  Spirit 
equally  on  men  and  women  who 
sought  to  follow  Him  and  answer 
His  call  to  be  His  servants  and  to 
be  His  witnesses  unto  all  the 
world.  In  the  measure  that  we  par- 
take of  His  Spirit,  we  shall  fulfill 
His  destiny  for  the  church  as  we 
seek  His  leadership  and  follow  in 
His  steps  as  servants  of  God. 

How  desperately  the  world 
needs  the  undaunted  witness  of 
holy  love  in  the  lifestyle  of  men 
and  women  filled  with  the  Spirit 
of  Christ!  God  is  making  a  people 
in  His  own  image,  a  kingdom  of 
priests  who  will  serve  Him  for- 
ever, a  kingdom  in  which  there 
will  not  be  human  divisions  and 
distinctions  based  on  race,  gender, 
social,  or  economic  divisions. 
Those  who  have  entered  this  reign 
participate  in  His  program  to 
make  disciples  of  all  nations.  He 
is  our  Way.  He  is  our  Truth.  He  is 
our  Life! 

" . .  .To  him  who  loves  us  and  has 
freed  us  from  our  sins  by  his 
blood,  and  has  made  us  to  be  a 
kingdom  and  priests  to  serve  his 
God  and  Father — to  him  be  glory 
and  power  for  ever  and  ever! 
Amen"  (Revelation  1:5-6  niv).  ▲ 
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THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

/  .Chartered  April  29,  2005  by  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  the  Secretary  of  State 

Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us,  leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
and  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way  for  those  who  come  after  us. 


The  Distinctive  Mission 
of  the  Foundation 

The  Foundation  is  a  creative  vision 
of  Christian  stewardship  for  the  sup- 
port of  ministries  and  churches  affili- 
ated with  the  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  and  other  charitable, 
religious,  educational  and  humanitar- 
ian purposes  consistent  with  the  Chris- 
tian faith.  To  fulfill  its  mission,  the 
Foundation  will: 

•  Teach  Christian  stewardship 
through  both  lifetime  giving  and 
estate  planning; 

•  Help  donors  experience  spiritual 
enrichment  through  advancing  the 
Christian  faith; 

•  Foster  support  to  all  ministries  of 
the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists; 

•  Provide  assistance  to  those  who 
wish  to  establish  permanently  en- 
dowed funds  for  the  perpetual 
support  of  the  ministries  and  chari- 
ties of  their  choice,  including  their 
church. 

How  The  Foundation  Will 
Benefit  Churches  and  Pastors 

Perhaps  the  greatest  need  today 
among  OFWB  churches  is  the  availabil- 
ity of  pastors  who  are  adequately  pre- 
pared to  provide  the  quality  of  leader- 
ship and  services  which  churches  need 
for  the  spiritual  growth  of  their  mem- 
bership and  for  effective  outreach  to 
those  who  are  not  a  part  of  the  Chris- 
tian family. 

All  good  pastors  want  to  attain  the 
highest  level  of  excellence  in  fulfilling 
their  calling,  but  often  they  lack  the  fi- 
nancial resources  needed  for  the  edu- 
cation they  desire  for  the  preparation 
and  delivery  of  sermons,  church  ad- 
ministration, pastoral  care,  spiritual  de- 
velopment, church  growth,  biblical 


scholarship,  and  other  phases  of  their 
work. 

A  priority  of  the  Foundation  is  to 
help  provide  scholarships  that  will  en- 
able every  licensed  and  ordained  Free 
Will  Baptist  minister — and  those  enter- 
ing other  Christian  vocations,  as  well — 
to  prepare  themselves  for  effective 
leadership  and  service. 

Specifically,  the  Foundation  has  al- 
ready agreed  to  provide  tuition  schol- 
arships for  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers 
who  will  enroll  in  the  Campbell  Uni- 
versity Divinity  School  program  on  the 
campus  of  Mount  Olive  College,  sched- 
uled to  begin  this  fall. 

How  The  Foundation 
Will  Benefit  Donors 

In  addition  to  spiritual  fulfillment, 
there  are  many  financial  advantages 
the  Foundation  provides  individuals 
and  families  who  invest  in  its  work: 

•  Life-income  funds  (annuities  and 
trusts)  which  pay  a  guaranteed  in- 
come for  life; 

•  Tax- wise  benefits,  including  chari- 
table deductions  on  Federal  and 
State  income  taxes; 

•  Professional  protection  and  man- 
agement of  assets  in  event  of  dis- 
ability; 

•  Assistance  in  estate  planning,  and 

•  Plans  that  provide  support  for  a 
dependent  (spouse  or  child). 

How  The  Foundation  Will  Benefit 
Ministries  of  the  Convention 

The  Foundation  offers  its  assistance 
to  encourage  and  help  donors  establish 
endowed  funds  for  the  ministries  of 
their  choice,  including  the  general  ser- 
vices of  the  Convention.  A  goal  of  the 
Foundation  is  to  foster  increased  sup- 
port for  the  work  of  OFWBs  through- 
out the  world. 
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Budget,  Finance,  and  Information 

To  date,  all  the  work  of  the  Founda- 
tion has  been  through  the  voluntary 
services  of  its  Board  of  Directors.  The 
year  2005  was  devoted  to  planning  and 
establishing  policies  to  make  the  Foun- 
dation tax-exempt.  Our  first  gifts  were 
received  in  January  2006.  Our  goal  for 
the  year  is  a  minimum  of  $500,000  in 
gifts  and  endowed  funds. 

Those  who  wish  additional  informa- 
tion are  cordially  invited  to  contact  ei- 
ther of  the  directors.  The  principal  of- 
fice address  is: 

N.C.  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 
619  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
(919)  658-3855 
<wraper@moc.edu> 

Vice  President 

Charles  L.  (Sonny)  McLawhorn,  Jr. 
Attorney,  Greenville,  NC 

Secretary-Treasurer: 

Donald  Ribeiro,  M.D. 
Maury,  NC 

Ronnie  V.  Hobgood,  Pastor 
First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Greenville,  NC 

Walter  Reynolds 
President  and  Chair 
Church  Finance  Association,  Inc. 

Don  E.  Lassiter:  Co-Founder 
Heartland  Payment  Systems 
Selma,  NC 

Judy  H.  Thaanum: 
Business  Enterprises 
Vandemere,  NC 


"Where  There  Is  No 
Vision  The  People  Perish." 
The  North  Carolina  Foundation 

for  Christian  Ministries 
offers  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
a  vision  for  "lengthening  our  cords 
and  strengthening  our  stakes." 
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MY  HOW  TIME  FLIES 

PASTOR  LESTER  DUNCAN  RETIRING  FROM  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

by  Cynthia  Batten 


Pastor  Lester  Duncan 


After  more  than  31 
years  of  pastorate  at 
several  OFWB 
churches,  the  Rev. 
Lester  Duncan  semi-re- 
tired, with  intentions  of 
doing  supply  work  as 
needed.  In  June  1992, 
he  became  the  pastor  of 
Memorial  Chapel  at  the 
OFWB  Children's 
Home.  Though  hesi- 
tant at  first  to  accept  the 
job,  fearful  of  being  un- 
able to  reach  the  chil- 
dren at  the  Home,  Pas- 
tor Duncan  stated,  "I 
said  I  would  try,  and  I  am  still  trying." 

Pastor  Duncan  ministered  to  the  needs  of  the  children 
at  the  Home  for  14  years.  During  his  ministry,  Pastor 
Duncan  was  in  attendance  at  more  than  800  services,  and 
he  baptized  78  children.  I  think  we  can  safely  say  not 
only  did  he  "try,"  but  he  succeeded. 

In  early  March  of  this  year,  Pastor  Duncan  chose  to  re- 
tire from  his  ministry  at  the  Home.  The  Home  knew  there 
would  be  no  way  we  could  express  to  Pastor  and  Mrs. 
Duncan  all  of  our  thanks  and  gratitude  for  his  service, 
but,  we  chose  to  try.  The  worship  service  on  Sunday, 
March  26,  was  dedicated  to  them.  In  addition  to  the  staff 
and  residents  of  the  Home  being  in  attendance,  there  was 
a  great  show  of  love  and  support  by  Pastor  and  Mrs. 
Duncan's  three  children,  Linda,  Becky,  and  Tim,  along 
with  their  families. 

Many  residents  and  staff  were  eager  to  participate  in 
this  special  service.  They  chose  to  sing  solos  or  duets. 
Some  chose  to  express  through  words  their  feelings  for 
Pastor  Duncan,  and  their  thanks  for  leading  them  to 
Christ.  A  scrapbook  representing  each  cottage  was  pre- 
sented to  Pastor  Duncan. 

A  message  of  thanks  was  brought  by  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor. 
The  Scripture  was  taken  from  Philemon  1:7,  "Your  love 
has  given  me  great  joy  and  encouragement,  because  you, 
bother,  have  refreshed  the  heart  of  the  saints  (niv)."  Dr. 
Taylor  thanked  Pastor  Duncan  for  his  love  for  all  saints, 


Dr.  Bobby  Taylor  brought  the  message  at  the 
special  service. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duncan  were  presented  with  a  plaque  and  a  framed 
canvas  portrait  which  was  placed  in  Memorial  Chapel. 


his  faith,  and  for  sharing  his  faith  with  the  staff  and  resi- 
dents of  the  Home  for  the  past  14  years.  He  ended  the 
message  with  a  statement  that  conveyed  the  feelings  of 
all  in  attendance,  "Your  spirit,  kindness,  love,  and  com- 
passion has  exemplified  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  has  been 
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etched  on  our  hearts  and  minds  so  that  we  desire  to  be 
like  Him."  Dr.  Taylor  then  made  a  presentation  to  Pastor 
Duncan  and  Mrs.  Nancy.  They  were  given  a  plaque  in- 
scribed with  words  of  thanks  and  gratitude  for  their  years 
of  service  to  the  Home.  Also,  a  framed  canvas  portrait  of 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  Duncan  was  presented  to  Memorial 
Chapel.  It  will  hang  in  Memorial  Chapel  in  their  honor, 
for  their  years  of  ministering  and  sharing  the  gospel  with 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home.  Framed  copies  of 
the  portrait  were  presented  to  them  and  their  three  chil- 
dren. 

During  the  last  couple  of  months  of  Pastor  Duncan's 
ministry,  six  residents  made  a  profession  of  faith  and  ac- 
cepted Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior.  A  baptismal  service  was 
held  immediately  following  the  message.  To  assist  Pastor 
Duncan,  Dr.  Taylor  baptized  the  candidates.  The  benedic- 
tion and  blessing  was  given,  and  we  all  gathered  at  Heri- 
tage Hall  for  lunch. 

If  one  were  asked  to  summarize  the  work  of  Pastor 
Duncan  and  his  wife  while  at  the  Home,  it  would  be  easy 
to  say  they  will  always  be  a  part  of  the  Children's  Home 
family,  and  it  would  be  only  fitting  to  say — Well  done! 


Dr.  Taylor  baptizing  Cody,  a  resident  of  the  Home. 


A  TASTE  OF  CULTURE 


-:-x^:-:::o:^::v>:^ 

On  Friday,  March,  17,  2006,  the  residents  and  staff  were  treated  to  a  program  hosted  by  the  residents.  Before  the 
17th,  much  work  had  gone  toward  preparing  for  this  event.  Each  cottage  chose  a  country  they  would  like  to  learn 
more  about.  They  researched  the  country  and  its  culture,  and  presented  their  findings.  Among  the  countries  chosen 
were  Italy,  Mexico,  Thailand,  China,  and  Jamaica.  Each  cottage  presented  the  facts  they  had  learned  by  exhibiting 
their  posters,  through  authentic  cooking,  authentic  dress,  and  other  activities  native  to  the  culture. 

We  all  enjoyed  the  meal,  as  well  as  learned  things  about  the  world  we  live  in. 
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CAMPUS  VISITS 


On  March  11,  we  were  visited  by  Williamston  First 
Church.  The  group  consisted  of  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ashley 
Trogdon,  and  members  of  the  church.  They  prepared  a 
meal  for  the  residents  and  staff  of  the  Home,  took  a  tour, 
played  games,  and  shared  some  skits  and  songs.  It  is  al- 
ways a  pleasure  to  have  you  visit  with  us.  Thanks  for 
remembering  the  OFWB  Children's  Home. 


On  April  3,  the  Frances  B.  Hall  Circle  from  New  Sandy 
Hill  Church  came  to  campus  for  a  visit,  and  to  provide  a 
special  treat  for  the  staff. 

They  arrived  on  campus  around  11:15,  and  served 
lunch  for  15  staff  members.  After  a  time  of  food  and  fel- 
lowship, the  ladies  group  took  a  walking  tour  of  campus, 
the  church,  and  visited  a  cottage. 

It  was  a  good  visit,  and  a  very  pleasant  treat  for  the 
staff  at  the  Home.  Thanks  for  sharing  with  us,  as  we  con- 
tinue to  press  toward  the  call  to  care  for  His  children. 


CAMPUS  NEEDS  LIST 

Twin  sheets  sets  &  Comforters 
Summer  Trip  sponsor  ($3000) 
DVD's  (PG-13  or  lower  rating) 
Vinyl  Shower  Curtain  Liners 

Cleaning  Supplies 
Kitchen  Brooms  (heavy  duty) 
III 


MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS 

Change  For  Children  Campaign  2006 

May  is  Children's  Home  Month  in  all  OFWB  churches 

60th  Annual  Homecoming — July  9,  2006 

3rd  Annual  Paper  Products  Drive 
MudCats  Stadium— July  21,  2006 

November  18,  2006 
Friends  of  Children's  Day 


May  is 
Children's  Home 
Month 
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COTTAGE  PRAYER  RAMOS  ARIZPES 

MEETING  BETHEL  MISSION 

PALAWAN,  PHILIPPINES  by  the  Reverend  Antonio  Escobar 


by  Letecia  }.  Segay 


One  of  the  activities  of  the  Emmanuel  FWB  Church  is 
the  cottage  prayer  meetings.  Every  month  we  meet  in  the 
home  of  our  church  members.  On  February  18,  2006,  our 
meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  the  Pasia  family  We  had 
a  great  attendance  with  members  and  some  friends  of  the 
Pasia  family,  whom  they  had  invited.  In  the  absence  of 
my  husband,  who  is  the  pastor,  I  spoke  about  fellowship 
and  giving  thanks  to  God.  It  was  the  birthday  of  Ma'am 
Josie  Pasia.  She  is  one  of  our  Sunday  School  teachers  in 
the  children's  division.  I  praise  God  for  the  successful  cot- 
tage prayer  meeetings.  To  God  be  the  glory! 


NOTICE 


SHORT-TERM  TEAMS 
TO  MEXICO 
SUMMER  2007 


The  Short-Term  Teams  to  Mexico  for  2007  are  fill- 
ing already,  so  if  you  are  interested  in  joining  a  team 
next  year  you  need  to  act  soon.  We  only  are  able  to 
take  five  work  teams  and  one  team  to  Camp  Morelos 
during  the  summer. 

The  weeks  that  have  open  dates  in  2007  are  as  fol- 
lows: June  23-30,  July  7-14,  July  14-21,  July  21-28, 
and  August  4-12  (Camp).  Call  (252)  746-4963  or  e-mail 
<director@ofwb.org>. 


First,  I  want  to  thank  the  Lord  for  the  opportunity  of 
working  in  this  place,  and  for  having  the  privilege  of  be- 
ing a  bearer  of  Good  News  to  these  souls  who  once  lived 
in  the  darkness  of  sin.  I  thank  the  Lord  for  His  mercy,  and 
His  love  for  those  who  are  lost.  These  souls  have  been 
enlightened  by  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
begun  the  process  of  regeneration  and  salvation.  Three 
from  this  group  have  accepted  the  Lord  Jesus  as  their  Sav- 
ior. It  is  a  great  victory  for  us  to  see  these  souls  rescued  by 
the  Lord,  and  liberated  from  the  chains  of  sin,  idolatry, 
and  evil.  It  is  a  matter  of  rejoicing  for  us. 

At  this  time  we  have  begun  working  in  the  homes  with 
a  devotional  program  where  we  read  the  Word  of  God 
and  explain  it  to  them.  We  also  sing  hymns  and  pray  with 
them  for  their  needs.  We  do  this  every  week,  and  rejoice 
to  know  that  when  we  arrive  at  their  homes,  they  are 
waiting  for  us  for  a  time  of  devotion  that  will  bless  and 
edify  their  lives. 

In  the  pictures  are  these  groups  as  they  learn  to  sing, 
and  to  participate  in  asking  questions  about  the  class  they 
just  finished.  We  ask  for  your  prayers  so  that  we  will  con- 
tinue to  see  spiritual  fruit  in  these  lives. 

This  is  all  for  this  time.  God  bless  and  prosper  the  work 
that  you  and  the  FWB  people  in  the  United  States  do  in 
the  Lord. 
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ANNUAL  CONVENTION 
MISSION  RALLY 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  24, 2006 ,  7:30  p.m. 
KORNEGAY  ARENA,  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  IS  IN  CHARGE. 


MAY 
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Speaker: 
Dr.  Elmer  L.  Towns 


A  MARK  THIS  DATE 
ON  YOUR  CALENDAR 


Dr.  Elmer  L.  Towns  is  a  college  and  seminary  professor,  an  author  of  popular  and  scholarly 
works,  and  a  popular  seminar  lecturer.  He  has  published  over  fifty  books  listed  in  the  Library  of 
Congress.  He  is  co-founder  of  Liberty  University,  with  Jerry  Falwell,  in  1971,  and  was  the  only 
full-time  teacher  in  the  first  year  of  Liberty's  existence.  Today,  the  University  has  over  6,100 
students  on  campus  and  he  is  the  Vice-President  of  Liberty  University  and  Dean  of  the  School  of 
Religion.  His  wife  of  52  years,  Ruth,  teaches  a  Christian  Woman  class  at  Liberty  University. 
They  have  three  children  and  ten  grandchildren. 

SPECIAL  MUSIC: 

YOUNG  ADULT  CHOIR  OF 
THE  WINTERVILLE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

(UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  MRS.  JO  ANN  PENNINGTON) 

SPECIAL  OFFERING:  Your  special  offering  at  this  Mission  Rally  is  vital  for  the  continued  growth  of 
your  missions  program.  Begin  to  pray  NOW  and  ask  God  to  reveal  to  you  what  your  contribution 
should  be  this  year.  Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  generous  response.  I  hope  all  of  you  can  attend 
the  Rally;  but  if  you  cannot,  you  can  mail  your  special  offering  to:  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  RO. 
Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  You  will  still  receive  credit  for  the  Rally  offering. 

REMEMBER:  You  must  earmark  your  check  for  Foreign  Missions  or  place  it  in  a  special  Foreign 
Missions  envelope.  These  will  be  sent  to  every  pastor  and  supplied  at  the  Rally. 
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(oriVEriTiori  news 


ENABLED 

BY  THE 

SPIRIT' 

The  94th  Annual  Session 
of  the 
CONVENTION 
OF 
ORIGINAL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

.  ,93-25,2006 


Kornegay  Arena 
on  the  campus  of 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


2006  CONVENTION  WORKSHOPS 

These  2006  workshop  sessions  are  in  response  to  the 
overwhelming  success  of  those  held  during  the  2005 
Convention.  The  subject  matter  of  each  workshop 
originates  from  discussions  with 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  pastors  and  laity  about  areas 
of  need  or  concern  within  their  churches. 

You  may  attend  2  different  workshops  or 

both  sessions  of  the  workshop  on 
"Understanding  Church  Government." 

EA.I.T.H.  IN  ACTION 
Taught  by  the  Reverend  Norman  Gordon, 

Pastor  of  Northern  OFWB  Church  in  Durham,  this 
workshop  focuses  on  how  we  can  share  our  faith  in 
Christ  without  the  personal  fears  and  frustrations  that 
often  accompany  our  efforts. 

MARKETING  YOUR  CHURCH 

This  workshop  will  demonstrate  the  many 
effective  and  often  low-cost  ways  you  can  tell  your 
community  about  your  church.  From  TV.  to  radio, 
flyers  to  billboards,  business  cards  to  gospel  tracts, 
Terry  and  Sandy  Ellis  will  share  methods  used  to  bring 
people  to  your  church  to  hear  the  Gospel. 

UNDERSTANDING  CHURCH  GOVERNMENT 
Dr.  David  Hines,  Chair  of  the  Department  of 
Religion  at  Mount  Olive  College  and  noted  parliamen- 
tarian will  take  you  through  a  two-part  session 
designed  to  increase  your 
understanding  of  our  Articles  of  Faith  and 
Principles  of  Church  Government.  Session  two  will 
provide  much  needed  information  on  how  to  establish  a 
Constitution  and  By-laws 
for  your  church. 

GREAT  MUSIC  IN  THE  SMALL  CHURCH 

Convention  Song  Leaders  Tony  and  Rhonda 
Pangle,  founders  of  Worship  Service  Resources,  bring 
their  wealth  of  knowledge  to  the  table 
to  show  us  how  we  can  have  high-quality  music  in 
churches  that  may  not  be  blessed  with  an  abundance 
of  musical  talent.  You  will  learn  how  to  incorporate  all 
types  of  music,  from  traditional  hymns  for  the 
congregation  to  the  more  modern  styles 
for  the  choirs,  groups,  and  soloists. 
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TUESDAY,  May  23 

5:30  p.m.  2nd  Annual  Pastor's  I.M.P.A.C.T.  Banquet 

Murphy  Center 
7:30  p.m.  Convention  Worship  Service  featuring 

Pastor  Doug  Seymour  and  the  Blended 

Fellowship  Congregation 

CONVENTION  PERSONALITIES 

The  Reverend  Fred  Baker,  President 
The  Reverend  Charles  Renfrow,  Vice-President 
Mr.  Tony  Pangle,  Worship  &  Music  Leader 
Mrs.  Rhonda  Pangle,  Convention  Soloist 
The  Reverend  Al  Markuson,  Guest  Speaker 
The  Reverend  Earl  Glenn,  Guest  Speaker 

WEDNESDAY,  May  24 

8:00  a.m.  Registration  Opens — Kornegay  Arena 

8:50-9:00  a.m.      Singing,  Scripture,  Prayer 
9:00-10:30  a.m.    Opening  Session 
Call  to  Order 

Welcome  to  Mount  Olive  College 
The  President's  Message 
Executive  Committee  Report 
Finance  Committee  Report 
Convention  Services  Report 

Reports  of  Denominational  Ministries 
OFWB  Children's  Home 
OFWB  Press  Foundation 
OFWB  Home  Missions  &  Evangelism 
OFWB  Retirement  Homes 
Cragmont  Assembly 

10:30-10:45  a.m.  Break  (Visit  Ministry  Display  Area) 

10:45-11:30  a.m.  Worship  Service 

Mr.  Tony  Pangle,  Worship  Leader 
Mrs.  Rhonda  Pangle,  Guest  Soloist 
The  Reverend  Al  Markuson,  Message 

11:30-12:00  p.m.   Miscellaneous  Business 

Recognition  of  Fraternal  Delegates 
Nominating  Committee  Report 
Other 

12:00-1:00  p.m.     Lunch  in  the  Murphy  Center 

1:00-1:10  p.m.      Singing,  Scripture,  Prayer 

1:10-2:00  p.m.      Reports  of  Denominational  Ministries 
OFWB  International 
Mount  Olive  College 
Church  Finance  Association 
OFWB  Minister's  Program 
OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry 

2:15-3:15  p.m.      Workshop  Session  #1 

3:30-4:30  p.m.      Workshop  Session  #2 


5:45  p.m. 


7:30  p.m. 


Sunday  School  Banquet 
Murphy  Center 

Mission  Rally — Kornegay  Arena 
Hosted  by  OFWB  International 


THURSDAY,  May  25 

8:15  a.m.  Registration  Re-opens 

8:50-9:00  a.m.      Singing,  Scripture,  Prayer 

9:00-9:15  a.m.      The  Convention  Reconvenes 
Miscellaneous  Business 
Announcements 

9:15-10:00  a.m.    Auxiliary  Ministry  Reports 

Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
Youth  Convention 
Carolina  Bible  Institution 
OFWB  League  Convention 
Congregational  Singing  &  Fellowship 
Minister's  Association 
Layman's  League 
Camp  Vandemere 

10:00-10:15  a.m.  Break  (Visit  Ministry  Display  Area) 

10:15-11:00  a.m.  Worship  Service 

Mr.  Tony  Pangle,  Worship  Leader 
Mrs.  Rhonda  Pangle,  Guest  Soloist 
The  Reverend  Earl  Glenn,  Message 

11:00-11:15  a.m.  Break  (Visit  Ministry  Display  Area) 

11:15-12:15p.m.   Closing  Session 

Chaplain's  Commission  Report 
Report  of  the  Task  Force  on 

Education  for  Ministers 
Election  and  Installation  of 

Officers,  Boards  and  Committees 
Resolution  Committee  Report 
Registration  Committee  Report 
Report  of  the  Memorial  Committee 


12:15  p.m. 


The  Convention  is  Adjourned 


The  95th  Session  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
is  scheduled  for 
May  22-24,  2007. 
Tentative  location  is  the  new 
W.  BURKETTE  AND  ROSE  M.  RAPER  HALL 
on  the  campus  of 
Mount  Olive  College 
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JESUS,  THE  CHRIST 

Submitted  by  the  Reverend  Fred  Baker,  Convention  President 
Scripture  Text:  (Matthew  16:13-18) 

INTRODUCTION 

The  very  foundations  of  our  world  are  under  attack  by 
those  wanting  to  tear  down  the  old  ways  and  build  up 
the  new  ways  to  fit  their  ideas.  The  foundation  of  the  evan- 
gelical church,  Jesus  Christ,  is  being  assaulted  from  every 
side.  In  many  places  the  foundation,  Jesus  Christ,  has  been 
destroyed  and  replaced  with  something  else.  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  must  re-affirm  Jesus  Christ  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  church  and  be  careful  to  build  on  this  founda- 
tion if  the  church  is  to  grow  and  march  forth  in  victory. 

I.  The  Christ 

A.  Peter  is  answering  Jesus'  question:  But  whom  say 
ye  that  I  am?  Thou:  refers  to  Jesus 

B.  Are  the  Christ:  the  promised  Messiah 

C.  The  Son  of  the  living  God:  who  would  take  away 
the  sins  of  the  world. 

D.  This  knowledge,  this  truth  came  from  God  the  Fa- 
ther in  Heaven  not  man. 

E.  Jesus  is  the  Christ  promised  by  the  Father:  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God. 

II.  The  Foundation 

A.  Rock  is  used  for  foundations. 

B.  The  revelation  of  Jesus  being  the  Christ  is  the  truth 
that  forms  the  rock. 

C.  This  rock  of  truth,  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  will  be 
the  foundation  for  the  church. 

D.  The  foundation  is  still  solid  and  has  not  and  never 
will  change. 

E.  We  must  not  let  pleasure  or  entertainment  become 
our  foundation. 

F.  We  must  be  very  careful  to  build  on  the  founda- 
tion of  Jesus  the  Christ. 


ulpit 
kips 


(In  an  effort  to  keep  our  churches  focused  on  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists'  annual  theme,  the  Office  of 
Convention  Services  is  offering  a  monthly  presentation 
outline  to  use  at  your  discretion.  No  credit  is  necessary  and 
you  may  add  to  this  outline  based  upon  your  needs.) 


III.  The  Victory  Shout 

A.  Jesus  said:  I  will  build  my  church  upon  this  rock, 
upon  this  truth. 

B.  Upon  the  rock  foundational  truth  of  whom  I  am: 
the  Christ. 

C.  The  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it. 

D.  Jesus  is  today  still  building  His  church  upon  this 
foundational  rock  truth. 

E.  We  are  to  join  Him  in  what  He  is  doing,  in  build- 
ing on  this  truth. 

F.  The  church  that  Christ  is  building  is  victorious 
and  glorious. 

Conclusion 

1.  Re-examine  the  foundation  of  our  church. 

2.  Is  the  foundation  still  Jesus  the  Christ? 

3.  Or  have  we  slipped  away  and  started  to  build  on 
another  foundation? 

4.  Let  us  re-affirm  Jesus  the  Christ  as  the  foundation  for 
His  church. 

5.  There  is  victory!  The  church  will  grow  when  we  are 
joining  Jesus  in  building  on  the  true  foundation,  Jesus 
Christ. 


1 

2 

3 
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Mark  Your  Calendar! 
Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
May  23-25,  2006 
Kornegay  Arena 
Mount  Olive  College 
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ttoric  Missions  i  fvanctLisri 


Mil, 


TOUCHING  LIVES  CORPS 


A  Youth 

MINISTRY 


OF 

ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


connection 


The  Touching  Lives  Corps  is  a  ministry  designed  for: 

•  high  school  students,  college  students,  single  adults, 
married  couples,  senior  citizens. 

•  persons  who  desire  to  do  Home  Missions  or  Disaster 
Relief  endeavors. 

•  persons  who  are  willing  to  be  responsible  for  the  rais- 
ing of  their  own  financial  support. 

MISSISSIPPI 
RECOVERY  EFFORTS 

We  especially  need  young  people  to  assist  in  the  recovery 
efforts  in  Mississippi  during  the  following  weeks: 


WEEK 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 


LEAVE 

June  10 
June  17 
June  24 
Julyl 
July  15 


RETURN 

June  20 
June  27 
July  4 
July  11 
July  25 


•  Weeks  are  limited  to  24  persons. 

•  Ratio:  1  Adult  to  5  Youths 

•  Must  be  16  years  of  age  or  older 


To  RECEIVE  INFORMATION,  please  return  this  form  TODAY. 


Yes,  I . 


The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  Ministry  in  Mississippi. 
I  would  like  to  go  the  following  week:  1st  choice 

Name  

Address  

Phone  

Cell  

E-mail  .  

Church  


would  like  to  have  the  opportunity  to  serve  with  the  Touching  Lives  Corps  through 

2nd  choice  


Pastor. 


Guardian's  Name 


Conference . 


Return  form  to: 
Home  Missions  &  Evangelism 
P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963  Fax  (252)  746-8913 
<assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org> 
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BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA 


SCOUTING  BUILDS  CHARACTER 


The  Boy  Scouts  of  America  is  delivering  a  message 
to  youth,  our  Scouting  parents,  and  the  general  pub- 
lic that  morals,  values,  spirituality, 
manners,  ethics,  caring,  respect,  and 
duty  are  as  important  today  as  ever. 
We  are  committed  to  our  mission  of 
providing  a  program  of  ethical  val- 
ues for  young  people. 

There  may  never  be  a  more  impor- 
tant time  than  now  to  let  the  country 
know  that  Scouting  still  believes  in 
America's  young  people  and  its  tra- 
ditional family  values,  and  they  are 
worth  the  investment  of  both  time 
and  money. 


MISSION  STATEMENT  OF  THE 
BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA 
The  mission  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  is  to  pre- 
pare young  people  to  make  ethical  and  moral 
choices  over  their  lifetimes  by  instilling  in  them 
the  values  of  the  Scout  Oath  and  Law. 


ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
ADULT  LEADERSHIP  IN  SCOUTING 

•  Adults  serve  as  role  models  and  witnesses  to  the  faith 
in  their  daily  interaction  with  Scouts. 

•  Adults  are  mentors  to  youth. 

•  Adults  receive  extensive  Boy  Scouts  of  America  train- 
ing in  leadership. 

•  The  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Scouting  Ministry  pro- 
vides lay  leaders  an  opportunity  to  serve  the  ad- 
vancement team. 

•  The  unit  committee  supervises  the  program  in  the 
church. 

•  A  Scouting  coordinator  acts  as  liaison  between  the 
church  and  the  denominational  director. 

•  Adults  serve  as  religious  emblems  counselors  for  the 
God  and  Country  Program. 

•  Scouts  remain  with  the  churches  that  charter  a  scout 
unit  and  become  active  in  the  church's  youth  minis- 
try. 

•  Adults  involved  in  Scouting  become  leaders  in  the 
Out-Reach /In-Reach  Evangelism  of  the  local  church. 

•  Adult  Scouts  become  leaders  in  Spiritual  Transfor- 
mation Training. 

•  Scouts  are  mentors  for  merit  badge  accomplishments, 
Eagle  Scout  development,  and  public/ church  recog- 
nition accomplishments  of  youth. 


SCOUTING  IS  A  YOUTH  MINISTRY 

To  Learn  more  about  Scouting  in  the  OFWB  Church  and  how  you  and  your  church  can  have  a  scouting  ministry 
to  reach  your  community  and  how  vou,  and  your  church  can  participate  in  the  God  and  Country  Program, 
please  contact  your  Commission  on  Scouting;  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  Executive  Director,  at  (252)  746-4963; 
or  e-mail  <assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org>,  or  write  to  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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TRACTOR/TRUCK  PULL 

PULLING  FOR  KIDS 


Sponsored  By  Cragmont  Assembly,  Inc.  & 
Bethel  OFWB  Men's  Fellowship 
Christian  Camping  In  The  Blue  Ridge  Mountains 


if 


Friday,  May  5 
Mini  Pull 
7:00  p.m. 
Hot  Rod  &  Stock 
Lawn  Mowers 


Pulled  by: 
Neuse  Mini 
Tractor  Pulling  Association 


Saturday,  May  6 

12:00  p.m. 
Antique  Tractors 
Farm  (Smokers)  Super, 

Turbo,  V-8  Modified 


Pulled  by: 
Carolina 
Antique  Tractor  Pulling 


KIDDIE  PULL  BOTH  DAYS  (Ages  4-8) 


ALL  PROCEEDS  GO  TOWARD  A  NEW  CAMPER'S  LODGE 

Four  Oaks  Pulling  Track 

659  Tettersville  Road,  Four  Oaks,  NC 

(Take  I-95  to  Exit  87  Four  Oaks  to  Hockaday  Ftd.,  2  miles  to  Tettersville  Rd. 
Turn  right  1  mile,  Track  on  Left,  Shade  Trees  for  Everyone  At  the  Track) 

ADULT  ADMISSION  $7  •  CHILDREN  (4-12)  $4 

NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  OR  PROFANITY  ALLOWED 
FOR  INFO.  CALL:  JIM  BEST  (919)  796-2775  or 
 BRYANT  HINES  (252)  637-7171  or  (252)  670-8424 
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CRAGMONT  ASSEMBLY— ON  LINE— ALL  THE  TIME! 

Cragmont  now  has  a  beautiful  web  page!  <www.cragmontassembly.com>  is  up  and  running  with  all  the  latest 
information  and  updates  concerning  reservation  availabilities  and  construction  updates.  Want  to  see  how  the  new 
lodge  is  progressing?  Go  to  the  web  page  and  view  the  slide  show!  Log  in  and  register.  Stay  up-to-date  on  all  the 
happenings  on  the  mountain. 


PHASE  II  UPDATE 


Construction  is  well  underway  on  our  new  lodge! 
Upon  completion  this  new  building  will  offer  ten 
rooms  for  lodging  plus  a  large  day  room  area  suitable 
for  classes  and  small  group  seminars.  Additional  bed 
space  has  been  a  critical  need  for  Cragmont  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  We  have  summer  camps  that  annually 
turn  away  young  people  because  we  don't  have 
enough  beds.  Fall  church  retreat  groups  sometimes 
wait  two  years  for  a  weekend  on  the  mountain.  Our 
new  lodge  will  afford  up  to  forty  more  young  people 
the  opportunity  to  experience  a  week  of  summer 
camping  at  Cragmont,  and,  additional  rooms  will 
make  the  beauty  of  the  mountains  in  the  fall  avail- 
able to  more  of  our  church  groups.  An  early  summer 
completion  date  is  hoped  for — pray  for  construction 
safety  and  good  weather! 

LOOKING  FOR  A  PROJECT  FOR 
YOUR  GROUP  OR  AUXILIARY? 

Furnish  a  room  in  the  new  lodge!  For  further  infor- 
mation call  us  at  (877)  669-7677.  We'll  help  you  get 
started! 


CRAGMONT  COOK-OFF 
2006 

The  Cragmont  Cook-off  has  been 
a  growing  success  for  our  min- 
istry. This  event  gives  every 
church  the  opportunity  to  par- 
ticipate and  make  a  profound 
impact  on  our  financial  needs. 
The  concept  is  really  simple.  Pick 
a  day  that  your  church  or  group 
can  have  a  fund-raising  dinner  in  your  community. 
Pick  your  menu — pick  your  price — all  of  our  churches 
do  this  very  well.  Have  your  event  and  let  the  pro- 
ceeds come  to  Cragmont.  One  day  during  the  year — 
one  dinner  for  Cragmont.  Pick  your  day — enjoy  the 
fellowship  of  having  a  dinner.  Be  a  part  of  Cook-off 
2006.  For  more  information,  contact  Bryant  Hines  at 
(252)  633-2683  or  (252)  670-8424. 


NEW  HEIGHTS  PHASE  II 

Have  you  considered  a  pledge  for  New  Heights  Phase 
II?  We're  looking  for  500  friends  who  will  make  a  $200 
a  year  pledge  for  five  years.  That's  only  $17  a  month. 
We'd  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  visit  your  church, 
auxiliary,  or  group  meeting  and  share  with  you  how 
your  gift  can  impact  the  ministry  that  is  Cragmont. 
Contact  Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  633-2683  or  (252)  670-8424. 
You  can  also  e-mail  at  <bryanthines5@aol.com>. 


NEW  WEBSITE 

Did  we  tell  you?  We  have  a  new  web  page! 
Log  on  at  <www.cragmontassembly.com>. 
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fWB  Press 


SPREADING  THE  GOSPEL  THROUGH  THE  PRINTED  PAGE 
A  History  of  the  Free  Will  Baytist  Press  Foundation 

(This  article  originally  appeared  on  pgs.  3-5  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
Wednesday,  June  24, 1981,  Vol.  96-No.  24;  Revisions  have  been  made  as  necessary.) 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation stands  today  as  "a  symbol  of 
dedicated  labor  and  Christian  ser- 
vice" (Tommy  Manning),  for  from  its 
inception,  it  has  striven  to  serve  the 
Lord  effectively  Although  the  early 
years  of  the  institution  were  plagued 
with  trials  and  difficulties,  the  Foun- 
dation has  grown  into  a  successful 
business. 

Since  the  records  of  the  Foundation 
were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1913,  a  com- 
plete history  is  not  available;  but  im- 
portant historical  data  has  been 
gleaned  from  aged  men  of  the  de- 
nomination; from  the  research  of  Mr. 
Reuben  Cherry,  who  while  a  student 
at  Mount  Olive  College  in  1959,  made 
an  exhaustive  study  of  existing  ma- 
terials; and  from  other  sources. 

Locations 

The  institution  began,  with  the 
passing  of  a  simple  resolution  by  the 
General  Conference  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists of  North  Carolina  in  1873.  As  a 
result  of  this  section,  the  Rev.  E.  R. 
Ellis  became  the  first  editor.  He  be- 
gan publication  of  a  weekly  paper, 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  Advocate,  from  the 
newly  established  office  in  Fremont, 
North  Carolina. 

Difficult  years  followed  and  the 
establishment  experienced  times  of 
financial  difficulty,  to  the  point  that 
operation  had  to  be  suspended  on 
several  occasions.  In  an  attempt  to 
keep  the  movement  from  dying,  the 
office  was  moved  from  place  to  place 
in  North  Carolina;  this  was  done  pri- 
marily because  of  existing  economic 
factors.  From  Fremont,  it  went  to 
Toisnot  (now  Elm  City),  back  to  Fre- 
mont, to  New  Bern,  to  Snow  Hill 
(1889),  to  Ormondsville  (1891),  to 


Ayden  (1895).  Although  the  Founda- 
tion has  remained  in  Ayden  ever 
since,  it  has  occupied  several  loca- 
tions. The  present  address  is  3928  Lee 
Street,  where  the  Foundation  has 
been  housed  since  December,  1967. 
The  Headquarters  of  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  lease 
office  space  from  the  Foundation  at 
this  location. 

Administrations 

Just  as  there  have  been  many 
changes  in  the  location  of  the  Foun- 
dation, there  also  have  been  a  num- 
ber of  changes  in  the  administrative 
personnel.  The  Revs.  Levi  (L.E.) 
Johnson  and  R.  H.  Holland  seem  to 
have  followed  Mr.  Ellis  in  charge  of 
the  operation  in  the  late  1880s,  but  it 
is  not  certain  whether  they  held  joint 
editorship  and  managerial  responsi- 
bility. After  the  business  failed  under 
its  previous  administrators,  the  Rev. 
R.  K.  Hearn  was  given  loan  of  the 
equipment  by  the  Conference  around 
1890.  The  terms  of  the  loan  to  Mr. 
Hearn  were  "for  one  year  and  as 
much  longer  as  may  be  thought 
proper  provided  he  publish  in  the 
interests  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists." 

In  1889,  a  printing  company  was 
formed;  the  Rev.  William  L.  Bilbro 
became  editor.  The  Rev.  J.  M.  Barfield 
replaced  him  the  next  year.  In  1898, 
Elder  E.  T.  Phillips  became  editor,  a 
post  which  he  held  until  the  spring 
of  1916.  The  financial  condition  at  this 
time  was  such  that  all  employees  re- 
signed except  the  general  manager, 
the  Rev.  J.  C.  Griffin. 

The  Rev.  T.  B.  Mellette  was  em- 
ployed as  editor  to  succeed  Mr. 
Phillips.  He  served  throughout  the 
summer,  until  Mr.  C.  K.  Dunn  took 


office  on  September  1, 1916,  as  editor 
and  general  manager.  Mr.  Dunn  re- 
mained as  administrative  head  of  the 
institution  until  October  1950.  At  that 
time,  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Alexander  be- 
came Business  Manager  while  Mr. 
Dunn  took  on  the  role  of  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1952.  It  is  not  certain  how 
long  Mr.  Alexander  remained  Busi- 
ness Manager. 

The  Rev.  I.  J.  Blackwelder  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Phillips  as  editor  in  1934. 
The  Rev.  R.  B.  Spencer  became  editor 
upon  Mr.  Blackwelder 's  resignation 
in  March  of  1936.  When  Mr.  Spencer 
retired  in  1952,  the  Rev.  Floyd  B. 
Cherry  was  made  editor,  a  post  he 
held  until  July  1,  1954.  At  that  time, 
the  Rev.  J.  O.  Fort  succeeded  Mr. 
Cherry.  In  January  of  1958,  Mr.  Fort 
was  given  the  title  of  manager-edi- 
tor, and  he  served  in  both  these  ca- 
pacities until  September  1, 1960.  The 
Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  assisted  him  in 
the  editorial  department  from  No- 
vember 1957  until  September  1960,  at 
which  time  Mr.  Overman  took  over 
as  editor.  Also  in  September  of  1960, 
the  Rev.  N.  Bruce  Barrow  took  on  the 
responsibilities  of  Business  Manager, 
a  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

During  the  1960s,  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  denomination  was  in  turmoil. 
Many  churches  split  following  the 
North  Carolina  Convention  of  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  withdrawing 
from  the  National  Association  of  Free 
Will  Baptists.  In  June  1962,  Mr.  Over- 
man resigned  his  position  as  editor 
in  order  to  pastor  the  First  FWB 
Church  of  Goldsboro,  one  of  the 
churches  that  had  undergone  a  split. 
Two  men  filled  the  editor's  positions 
for  brief  periods  for  the  year  to 
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follow:  J.  Garland  Teasley  from  June 
1962-August  1962,  and  Ralph 
Lightsey  from  August  1962-August 
1963.  In  September  of  1963,  Mr.  Over- 
man returned  to  the  Press  as  editor 
and  remained  in  that  position  until 
December  1968.  A  little  more  than 
two  years  earlier,  Mr.  Barrow  retired 
as  General  Manager  and  was  re- 
placed by  the  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Overman,  Mr. 
Reynolds  worked  with  three  editors 
during  his  fifteen  years  of  service  to 
the  Foundation:  Tommy  Manny 
(January  1969-October  1978  and 
January  1979-August  1980),  C.F. 
Bowen  (October  1978-January  1979), 
and  Janie  Sowers  (September  1980- 
April  1994).  When  Mr.  Reynolds  left 
in  December  of  1981,  the  Rev. 
David  Charles  Hansley  be- 
came Executive  Director  (the 
new  name  for  General  Man- 
ager) for  a  brief  time.  The 
current  Executive  Director, 
Cliff  Gray,  has  held  the  posi- 
tion since  May  1983. 

In  June  1994,  Tracy  McCoy 
was  named  editor  and  she 
served  in  the  position  until 
November  1996.  At  this  time 
Sheryll  Wood  became  in- 
terim editor  until  Mr.  Over- 
man returned  once  more  in 
March  1997  to  be  editor.  He 
served  this  time  until  June 
2002.  Upon  his  retirement,  Mrs. 
Wood  served  another  brief  term  as 
interim  editor  until  the  current  edi- 
tor, Darren  Davenport,  took  the  po- 
sition in  August  of  2002. 

Name  Changes 

The  name  of  the  institution  has 
undergone  a  number  of  changes  over 
the  years.  The  first  name  we  find  re- 
corded is  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Ad- 
vocate, the  same  as  the  weekly  paper 
it  published.  When  the  establishment 
was  moved  to  Toisnot,  the  institution 
became  known  as  the  Toisnot  Tran- 
script; and  after  financial  failure  in 
Toisnot,  the  establishment  returned 
to  Fremont  where  the  original  name 
was  reassumed. 

After  the  fire  in  1913,  a  corporation 


was  formed  and  a  charter  was  issued 
in  the  name  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Publishing  Company.  The  action  au- 
thorizing this  change  was  taken  by 
the  First  Annual  Session  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  in  September, 
1913.  In  1914,  the  name  changed  to 
The  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Printing 
Company. 

In  1926,  a  change  was  made  in  both 
the  name  and  the  corporation.  The 
name  was  changed  to  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  and  it  was  chartered  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  North  Caro- 
lina as  a  non-profit  corporation.  The 
control  of  the  institution  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Con- 
ferences, Conventions,  Churches,  and 


individuals  who  purchased  shares  of 
stock.  At  the  annual  stockholders' 
meeting,  a  board  of  directors  was 
elected  whose  responsibility  it  was  to 
direct  the  activities  of  the  institution. 
Then,  in  1965,  in  keeping  with  fed- 
eral laws,  the  corporation  was 
changed  to  a  nonprofit  membership 
corporation  and  the  word  "Founda- 
tion" was  added  to  the  name.  There 
are  no  stockholders  now,  only  mem- 
berships, and  only  Free  Will  Baptist 
Conventions,  Conferences,  Unions, 
Churches,  and  organizations  can 
hold  membership  in  the  corporation. 
The  membership  meets  annually  at 
the  institution  and  elects  a  board  of 
directors,  consisting  of  seven  mem- 
bers, whose  responsibility  it  is  to  di- 
rect the  activities  of  the  corporation. 
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History  of  Publications 

As  stated  earlier,  the  first  publica- 
tion of  the  institution  was  a  weekly 
church  paper.  In  February  of  1985, 
The  Free  Will  Baptist  ceased  being  a 
weekly  newspaper  and  began  being 
released  as  a  monthly  magazine.  It 
continues  to  be  published  in  this  for- 
mat today.  There  are  no  accurate 
records  available  as  to  the  date  when 
the  Foundation  began  publishing 
Sunday  School  quarterlies;  however, 
it  seems  that  publication  began  in 
1906  under  the  leadership  of  Elder 
Phillips.  This  date  corresponds  favor- 
ably with  statements  from  elderly 
persons  who  have  said  that  this  en- 
deavor began  during  the  early  years 
of  the  twentieth  century.  Existing  in- 
formation suggests  that 
there  were  at  least  four  Sun- 
day School  publications  in 
1906:  The  Senior  Quarterly, 
The  Junior  Quarterly,  The  Pri- 
mary Quarterly,  and  Acme 
Picture  Lesson  Cards. 
Through  the  years,  the  pub- 
lications increased  to  in- 
clude literature  for  all  age 
groups  from  cradle  roll 
through  adults,  including 
teachers'  guides  for  all  age 
groups  and  workbooks  or 
activity  materials  for  the 
preschool  through  junior 
departments.  The  Founda- 
tion currently  publishes  seven  quar- 
terlies: The  Bible  Teacher,  The  Advanced 
Bible  Student,  The  Young  Adult  Bible 
Student,  The  High  School  Bible  Student, 
The  Middle  School  Bible  Student,  The 
Junior  Teacher,  and  The  Junior  Bible  Stu- 
dent. The  Advanced  Bible  Student  is 
also  available  in  large  print  and  single 
lesson  formats.  Materials  for  Sunday 
School  record-keeping  are  also 
printed  and  supplied  by  the  institu- 
tion. 

Free  Will  Baptist  League  materials 
were  first  published  in  1933,  the  lit- 
erature of  such  comprising  quarter- 
lies for  juniors,  intermediates,  and 
seniors.  By  the  time  these  publica- 
tions ceased  in  the  early  1980s,  two 
quarterlies  were  being  published:  The 
Young  Leaguer  and  The  Adult  Leaguer. 


At  some  point  the  Foundation  began 
printing  the  Devotion  for  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention.  (The  oldest 
copy  we  have  at  the  Press  is  1965.  If 
anyone  has  older  copies  they  would 
like  to  donate  to  us,  please  contact  the 
editor.)  We  began  publishing  a  de- 
votion book  for  the  State  Layman's 
League  in  2005.  The  annual  Yearbooks 
and  Directories  have  been  published 
each  year  by  the  Foundation  since 
1976. 

The  Foundation  has  published  sev- 
eral hymnals  through  the  years,  the 
latest  being  in  hardback  edition  pub- 
lished in  1958  entitled  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Hymnal.  Books  such  as  An  Intro- 
duction to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  by 
the  Rev.  Floyd  Cherry  and  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Believe  edited  by  Mr. 
Cherry  have  been  printed  by  the 
"Press."  In  recent  years,  the  institu- 
tion has  served  as  the  printer  for  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Press  which  has 
published  books  such  as  A  History  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  by  Dr. 
Michael  Pelt,  A  Short  History  of  Mount 


Olive  College  by  Dr.  Burkette  Raper, 
and  A  Systematic  Theology  for  the 
Twenty-first  Century  by  the  Rev.  Harry 
Grubbs. 

Jobwork  is  also  done  at  the  Foun- 
dation for  churches  and  other  orga- 
nizations. Many  churches  use  our 
services  for  the  printing  of  their 
bulletins,  newsletters,  brochures, 
notepads,  letterheads,  envelopes, 
pew  cards,  etc.  We  also  design  and 
print  bulletin  inserts,  posters,  and  the 
Command  for  OFWB  International 
(Foreign  Missions). 

History  of  the  Bible 
and  Bookstores 

The  Foundation  opened  its  first 
Bible  and  Bookstore  in  April  1967  in 
Smithfield  in  order  to  provide  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  people  with  "every- 
thing in  religious  merchandise"  rang- 
ing from  books  to  church  pews.  The 
operations  eventually  expanded  to 
include  locations  in  New  Bern 
(opened  April  14,  1969),  Wilson 
(opened  August  10,  1970),  Kinston 


(opened  September  25,  1978),  and 
Ayden  (opened  December  1967).  In 
February  of  1975,  the  New  Bern  store 
suffered  a  total  loss  in  a  fire  which 
ravaged  nearly  a  whole  block.  The 
store  relocated  first  to  Middle  Street 
in  New  Bern,  and  now  resides  in  the 
Glenburnie  Plaza.  Nell  Jernigan 
serves  as  the  New  Bern  store's  man- 
ager. The  Kinston  store  is  located  on 
North  Queen  Street  and  is  managed 
by  Polly  Eubanks.  Sharon  Early  man- 
ages the  Ayden  store,  which  is  located 
in  the  Foundation  building.  The 
Smithfield  and  the  Wilson  stores  have 
closed. 

Dedicated  to  serving  Christ  in  ev- 
ery area,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation,  Inc.  endeavors  to  pro- 
mote unity  for  a  singular  cause.  This 
we  do  by  spreading  the  gospel,  the 
story  of  God's  love  for  all,  through 
the  printed  page.  From  its  beginning 
in  1873  to  the  present,  2006,  the  aim 
has  been  (and  is)  to  serve  better  with 
each  passing  year.  May  God  be 
praised  for  His  manifold  blessings! 


Editors  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
Robert  Ellis  (71885?)  j.  Garland  Teasley  (June  1%2-August  1962) 

Levi  Johnson  and  R.  H.  Holland  (late  1880s?)  Ralph  Lightsey  (August  1962-August  1963) 

R.  K.  Hearn  (1890s?)  C.  H.  Overman  (September  1%3-December  1968) 

William  L.  Bilbro  (c.  1896)  Tommy  Manning  (January  1969-March  1969)— Acting  Editor 

J.  M.  Barfield  (c.  1897)  (April  1969-October  1978)— Editor 

E.  T.  Phillips  (began  helping  Barfield  c.  1898  and  C.  E  Bowen  (October  1978-January  1979)— Acting  Editor 

served  in  various  capacities  until  1935)  Tommy  Manning  (January  1979-August  1980) 

C.  K.  Dunn  (1916-?)  janie  Sowers  (September  1980-August  1981)— Acting  Editor 

I.  J.  Blackwelder  (?~March  1936)  (August  1981-April  1994)— Editor 

R.  B.  Spencer  (March  1936-71952)  Tracy  McCoy  (June  1994-November  1996) 
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I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus 

(Philippians  3:14). 


Your  support  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation  will  provide: 


>■  computer /hardware  packages  (total  cost  $60,000) 
>■  a  direct-to-negative  imagesetter  (total  cost  $20,000) 
>-  a  Xante  CL30  HSE  color  laser  printer /finisher  (total  cost  $24,000) 
>*  current  desktop  publishing  software  (total  cost  $15,000) 
>*  office  furnishings  designed  for  employee  health  and  efficiency  (total  cost  $6,000) 


Please  Note:  Churches  may  give  freely.  However,  for  tax  deduction  purposes,  individuals  should  give  through 
their  church.  In  order  to  do  this,  a  church  must  set  up  a  fund  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  give  through  that  fund. 


Clip  and  mail  with  contribution  to: 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  •ATTN:  Editor  •  3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 


Yes!  We  will  help  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  to 
"spread  the  Word  through  the  printed  page/' 


Church  Name. 
Address  


City   State   Zip  Code. 

Contact  Name   Phone  (include  area  code)  


Our  tntAl  nifr  of  <" 


flOUriT  OLIVt  COLLEGE 


GRADUATION  SET  FOR  MAY  6 


Mount  Olive  College  will  graduate 
approximately  350  students  at  its  52nd 
spring  commencement  on  Saturday, 
May  6, 2006.  Graduation  exercises  are 
scheduled  for  2  p.m.  in  the  George  and 
Annie  Dail  Kornegay  Arena. 

The  commencement  speaker  will 
be  the  Rev.  Gary  Bailey  senior  pastor 
at  Stoney  Creek  Church.  Bailey  at- 
tended Mount  Olive  College  in  the 
early  1970s  where  he  earned  his 
associate's  degree.  He  earned  his 
bachelor  of  science  degree  from 
North  Carolina  State  University  in 
1974. 

Bailey  began  his  ministry  as  pas- 
tor of  Elm  Grove  Church  in  Ayden  in 
1975.  In  1979,  he  accepted  the  call  to 
be  the  senior  pastor  at  Stoney  Creek 
Church  where  he  has  served  for  more 
than  27  years.  In  addition  to  his  pas- 
toral duties,  Bailey  has  served  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  denomina- 
tion in  many  capacities  including  that 
of  president  of  the  State  Convention 
of  OFWB  from  1982  to  1986.  He  has 
also  participated  on  the  Boards  of 


Cragmont  Assembly,  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, and  Home  Missions. 

Bailey  is  married  to  the  former 
Kristie  Raper.  The  couple  has  two 
children  and  four  grandchildren. 

Preceding  graduation  Mount  Olive 
College  will  hold  its  traditional  wor- 
ship service  in  Rodgers  Chapel  at 
10:30  a.m.  Dr.  Penny  Ziemer  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker.  Dr.  Ziemer,  who 
teaches  English  and  religion  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  joined  the  institution 
in  1992.  She  received  a  BA  from 
Meredith  College,  an  MA  from 
NCSU,  and  a  PhD  in  English  with  a 
directed  studies  concentration  in 
religion  from  Emory  University.  Af- 
ter completing  these  degrees,  she 
continued  graduate  work  in  ministe- 
rial studies  at  Lexington  Theological 
Seminary  and  McCormick  Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

Dr.  Ziemer  has  taught  at  Meredith 
College,  East  Carolina  University, 
and  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Charlotte.  She  was  called  to  First 
Christian  Church,  Goldsboro,  in  1994 


MOC  Summer  Courses  Open 


as  minister  of  Spiritual  Enrichment. 
Currently,  in  addition  to  teaching  re- 
ligion and  public  speaking  classes  for 
Mount  Olive  College,  Dr.  Ziemer  also 
serves  Carr  Memorial  Christian 
Church  in  Clinton  as  interim  minis- 
ter. Dr.  Ziemer  leads  prayer  groups 
practicing  the  spiritual  disciplines 
and  has  been  a  keynoter  and  pre- 
senter for  many  retreats  and  work- 
shops, including  international  assem- 
blies. Her  leadership  roles  in  the  Re- 
gional Christian  Church  in  North 
Carolina  include  chairing  personnel 
and  worship  committees. 

Dr.  Ziemer  has  published  articles 
in  the  Renaissance  Journal,  Moreana, 
and  the  Christian  Board  of  Publica- 
tion Devotional  Leaflet  Series.  She  is 
also  a  contributing  author  to  three 
books:  Women  at  the  Well,  Volumes  1 
and  2,  and  the  devotional  collection, 
Sing  Out  New  Visions. 

Dr.  Ziemer  and  her  husband,  Dr. 
Carey  Ziemer,  have  two  daughters, 
Carolyn  and  Laura. 


Mount  Olive  College  Summer  School  2006 


Traditional  Seated  Courses 
May  31-July  8 

Online  Courses 
Session  A — May  2-June  5 
Session  B — June  6-July  10 
Session  C — July  11-August  14th 


For  more  information,  contact  Tim  Woodard, 
Director  of  Admissions,  at  <twoodard@moc.edu> 
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CAMPBELL  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY  SCHOOL  TO  OFFER 
COURSES  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Ministers  and  students  in  eastern 
North  Carolina  interested  in  graduate 
theological  education  can  enroll  in 
Campbell  University  Divinity  School 
courses  to  be  offered  on  the  campus 
of  Mount  Olive  College,  beginning  in 
August  2006.  In  an  agreement 
reached  between  the  two  schools, 
Campbell  Divinity  School  will  offer 
selected  core  curriculum  courses  that 
can  lead  to  the  achievement  of  the 
Master  of  Divinity,  Master  of  Arts  in 
Christian  Education,  or  the  Master  of 
Divinity/Master  of  Arts  in 
Community  Counseling  Degrees.  A 
major  focus  of  this  partnership  is  to 
accommodate  ministers  and  students 
from  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
tradition   to   receive  graduate 


theological  education  and  training  for 
Christian  ministry. 

"We  are  excited  about  this 
partnership.  For  years,  many  Mount 
Olive  graduates  have  chosen 
Campbell  Divinity  School  for  their 
master's  work  in  theological 
education  and  we  have  been  blessed 
by  their  presence,"  says  Dr.  Michael 
G.  Cogdill,  dean  of  the  Divinity 
School.  "Offering  our  classes  on  their 
campus  will  make  that  easier  for  their 
students  as  well  as  other  students  in 
eastern  North  Carolina." 

Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  chair  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Department  of 
Religion,  shared  similar  enthusiasm 
about  this  new  program.  "Ministers 
in  our  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  are 


dedicated  servants  of  God. 
Transforming  this  commitment  to 
effective  ministry  requires 
preparation.  Campbell  Divinity 
School  has  a  strong  academic 
program,  but  also  demonstrates  an 
equally  strong  commitment  to 
preparing  ministers  for  the 
challenges  of  congregational 
ministry.  We  welcome  this 
partnership  to  our  campus." 

For  additional  information,  contact 
Kheresa  Harmon,  director  of 
Admissions  at  Campbell,  at  (800)  760- 
9827  or  e-mail  her  at 
<harmonk@campbell.edu>  or  Dr. 
David  Hines  at  Mount  Olive  College 
at  (800)  653-0854  or  e-mail  him  at 
<dhines@moc.edu>. 


You  are  cordiatty  invited  to  a  Retirement  (Banquet 

in  honor  of 
WiCfis  *A.  (Brown,  Junior 
(Associate  Professor  of(Bio(ogy,  (Mount  Ofive  Codege 

1967-2006 

Triday,  (May  12,  2006 

7  <P.M. 

Lois  (K.  Muryky  (Regionaf  Center 
$15  yeryerson 
(RSV9  by  <Apri(28,  2006 

Tor  reservations  or  more  information,  contact 
T'de  Office  of(A(umni  ReCations 
Mount  Ofive  Codege,  634  Henderson  Street 
^     Mount  Ofive,  ^C  28365 
(919)  658-7761 
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AUSTIN  AND  WATSON  CROWNED 
MR.  AND  MS.  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

James  Austin  of  Hubert  and  C.  J.  Watson  of  Winterville  were  recently  crowned 
Mr.  and  Ms.  Mount  Olive  College  at  the  annual  MOC  Pageant.  Contestants  com- 
peted in  interview,  casual  wear,  talent,  and  evening  wear  categories.  The  pageant, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  Student  Government  Association,  was  about  enjoying 
"The  Sights  and  Sounds  of  Polynesia."  Freda  Jones,  Ms.  MOC  2005,  was  the  mis- 
tress of  ceremonies. 

Austin,  a  senior  vocal  performance  major,  was 
awarded  a  $500  scholarship  along  with  gifts  from  local 
businesses.  The  son  of  Charles  and  Carol  Austin,  he  is  a 
graduate  of  Swansboro  High  School.  During  the  talent 
competition  Austin  sang  "The  Music  of  the  Night"  from 
the  musical  Phantom  of  the  Opera  by  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber.  He  was  also  named  Mr.  Most  Talented. 

Watson,  the  daughter  of  Kathy  and  Mike  Watson  of 
Winterville,  is  a  senior  piano  performance  major.  She 
graduated  from  D.  H.  Conley  High  School.  Watson  was 
awarded  a  $500  scholarship  along  with  gifts  from  local 
businesses.  During  the  talent  competition  she  performed 
a  piano  piece  entitled  "Etude  in  C  Minor"  (the  Ocean) 
by  Chopin. 

The  1st  Runner-Up  for  Mr.  MOC  was  Marshal  Carter 
of  Beulaville  with  a  vocal  performance  as  his  talent. 
Carter  was  also  named  Mr.  Congeniality.  Nakeva  Pul- 
ley of  Goldsboro  sang  during  the  talent  segment  and  was  chosen  1st  Runner  Up  for  Ms.  MOC  as 
well  as  Ms.  Most  Talented.  Dawn  Faircloth  of  Spivey's  Corner  was  named  Ms.  Congeniality. 

Other  pageant  participants  included  Michael  Wheeler  of  Beulaville,  Nikki  Holley  of  Mount 
Olive,  Brandi  Holloman  of  Mount  Olive,  and  Patricia  Zornio  of  Goldsboro. 

According  to  Julie  Beck,  SGA  advisor  and  director  of  student  activities,  "This  is  an  annual 
event  sponsored  by  the  Student  Government  Association.  SGA  is  all  inclusive  representing  all 
MOC  students.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  so  much  talent,  and  as  always  it  was  a  worthwhile  way 
to  spend  one's  evening,"  concluded  Beck. 
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2006  NATIONAL  PRAYER 

by  Dr.  Henry  Blackaby,  2006  Honorary  Chairman 
This  prayer  may  be  used  in  services  held  on  Wednesday,  May  3,  2006. 

Oh  Heavenly  Father,  You  have  made  Yourself  known  to  us  as 
a  nation  by  Your  mighty  works  throughout  our  history. 
From  the  beginning,  You  have  been  with  us  through  many  wars  and  conflicts; 

Your  right  arm  has  saved  us. 
We  have  been  amazingly  and  graciously  blessed. 

Today,  we  confess  our  sin  of  not  responding  to  Your  right  to  rule  in  our  lives  and  our  nation. 
Too  often  we  have  despised  and  rejected  Your  will  while  imposing  our  own,  and 
we  are  now  facing  the  consequences  of  our  disobedience. 
Draw  us  back  to  Yourself  that  we  may  return  to  Your  ways  once  again. 
Without  You  we  can  do  nothing. 
You  have  promised  that  if  we  honor  You, 
You  will  once  again  honor  this  great  nation. 

That  is  our  fervent  prayer. 
For  Your  honor  and  glory  we  pray, 
Amen. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    27    May  2006 


(AMP  VflMDEMERE 


CHAPEL  PROJECT 

Completion  of  the  chapel  project  is  on  schedule  and 
will  be  finished  before  the  first  week  of  camping  season. 
Thanks  to  everyone,  for  their  donations  of  finance,  time, 
and  skills  bringing  this  project  to  a  reality  enabling  the 
camp  to  provide  a  place  of  worship  for  all  who  visit. 


GOOD  NEWS 

During  a  week  of  camp  in  March,  a  group  from  Branch 
Chapel  Church  near  Selma  enjoyed  a  weekend  retreat  at 
the  camp.  Six  young  people  accepted  the  Lord  during 
this  time.  To  God  be  the  glory.  This  is  the  mission  goal 
that  Camp  Vandemere  strives  to  achieve  with  each  group 
utilizing  the  camp  ministry. 


DEDICATION  SERVICE 
Saturday,  June  3,  2006  at  4:30  P.M. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  join  the  Board  of  Directors 
on  this  day  for  the  Dedication  Service  of  the  Chapel 
and  a  reception  immediately  following. 


LAST,  BUT  NOT  LEAST 

Thanks  goes  out  to  all  individuals,  groups  and  churches 
who  have  worked  at  the  camp  during  the  past  months  in 
getting  the  camp  ready  for  the  upcoming  camping  sea- 
son. Also,  a  special  thanks  to  the  churches  and  other 
groups  that  have  sponsored  fundraisers  to  help  with  the 
financial  needs  of  the  camp. 

God  Bless  You,  Each  And  Every  One. 


2006  CAMP  SCHEDULE 

June  5-8 

Women's  Camp  Week 

Stumpy  Quinn  (252)  638-6406  and 
Judy  Kennedy  (910)  298-4311 

June  11-14 

Bethany  Christian  Church 
Camp  Week 

June  18-23 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #1 

The  Rev.  Tim  and  Gail  Heath 
252)  638-3803 

June  25-30 

Lighthouse  Camp  Week 

Curtis  and  Cristy  Ramsey  (910)  324-1507 

July  2-7 

Juniper  Chapel  Church  Camp  Week 

July  9-14 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #2 

Eva  Mae  Clark  (252)  637-5346 

July  16-21 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #3 

Barry  Hodowanic  (252)  249-0133 

July  23-28 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #4 

Gary  Bryant  and  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor 
(252)  745-3171 

July  30-August  4 

First  Wilson  Church  Camp  Week 

The  Rev.  Doug  Radford  (252)  291-6446 

August  7-11 

General  Youth  Camp  Week  #5 

The  Rev.  John  Thompson  (252)  633-0025 

August  13-18 

Bethel  Church  Camp  Week 

The  Rev.  Justin  Mosley  (252)  522-2451 

For  more  information  concerning  the  above  camp  weeks,  please  contact  the  directors  at  their  telephone  numbers 
or  the  camp  manager,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222. 
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Uflcuc  Convtnnon 


BIBLE  SWORD  DRILL 
2006-2007 

CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

LEAGUE  STUDY  GUIDE 


I.  Scripture  Searching 

1.  1  Corinthians  16:2 

2.  2  Corinthians  9:6-7 

3.  Isaiah  55:12 

4.  Proverbs  22:9 

5.  Ecclesiastes  11:1 

6.  2  Peter  2:15-16 

7.  Jude  11 

8.  Revelation  2:14, 16 

9.  Numbers  31:1-17 

10.  Nehemiah  8:10 

11.  Ephesians  6:18 

12.  Hebrews  1:10-12 

II.  Unfinished  Quotations 

1.  But  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord 
shall  mount  like  eagles  (Isaiah  40:31). 

2.  And  the  Holy  Spirit  descended 
like  a  dove  (Luke  3:22). 

3.  For  wherever  the  carcass  is  eagles 
(vultures)  (Matthew  24:28). 

4.  When  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come 
before  him  all  the  nations  divided  sheep 
and  goats  (Matthew  26:31-33). 

5.  As  a  dog  returneth  to  his  vomit 
(Proverbs  26:11). 

6.  For  I  know  this,  after  my  depart- 
ing wolves  enter  (Acts  20:29). 

7.  For  as  Jonah  was  three  days  in  the 
whale's  belly  (Matthew  12:40). 

8.  Not  withstanding,  Lest  we  offend 
them,  go  cast  a  hook  take  up  the  fish 
(Matthew  17:27). 

9.  And  when  they  came  unto  the 
threshing  floor  the  oxen  stumbled 
(1  Chronicles  13:9-10). 

10.  And  the  ill  favored  lean  fleshed 
kine  (cows)  eat  the  fat  cows  (Genesis 
41:4). 

11.  And  he  (Elisha)  went  unto  Bethel 
there  came  youths  and  she-bears 
(2  Kings  2:23-24). 

12.  The  wolf  shall  also  dwell  with  the 
lamb,  and  the  leopard  and  the  nursing 
child  shall  play  (Isaiah  11:6-8). 

III.  Character  Drill 

1.  Adam  (Genesis  2:19) 

2.  Noah  (Genesis  8:6-9) 

3.  Moses  (Exodus  3:1-2) 


4.  Job  Qob  40:6;  41:1) 

5.  Gideon  (Judges  6:19) 

6.  Samuel  (1  Samuel  10:1-2) 

7.  David  (Samuel  12:1-4) 

8.  Fishers  of  Men  (Mark  1:16) 

9.  Ezekiel  (Ezekiel  1:3,  5, 10) 

10.  Daniel  (Daniel  6:21-22) 

11.  Spirit  (Mark  1:13) 

12.  Balaam,  Balak  (Numbers  22:30-33) 


IV.  Book  Drill 

1. 

Leviticus 

2. 

Judges 

3. 

2  Samuel 

4. 

Esther 

5. 

Proverbs 

6. 

Jeremiah 

7. 

Obadiah 

8. 

Haggai 

9. 

Acts 

10. 

Jude 

11. 

Hebrews 

12. 

Philippians 

V.  Topical  Drill 

1.  Wise  as  serpents  (Matthew  10:16) 

2.  Riding  upon  an  ass  (Zechariah 
9:9) 

3.  Cattle  on  a  thousand  hills  (Psalm 
50:10) 

4.  A  white  horse  (Revelation  19:11) 

5.  Go  to  the  ant  (Proverbs  6:6) 

6.  A  living  dog  (Ecclesiastes  9:4-5) 

7.  The  cock  crows  (Mark  14:29-30) 

8.  Camel  through  needle's  eye  (Luke 
18:25) 

9.  Strain  at  a  gnat  (Matthew  23:24) 

10.  Hart  panteth  (Psalm  42:1) 

11.  Tame  a  beast,  not  the  tongue 
(James  3:7-8) 

12.  Swarm  of  bees  (Judges  14:5-9) 

VI.  Doctrinal  Drill 

1.  The  Bible  teaches  (Old  Testament) 
salvation  through  God's  grace.  (Isaiah 
55:1,  7) 

2.  The  Bible  teaches  that  God's  Word 
will  not  return  void  (empty).  (Isaiah 
55:11) 

3.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  moun- 
tains, hills,  and  trees  will  rejoice  at  the 
salvation  of  men.  (Isaiah  55:12) 


4.  The  Bible  teaches  that  God's  Word 
lights  our  pathway.  (Psalm  119:105) 

5.  The  Bible  teaches  that  Christians 
are  to  delight  in  the  Lord  to  receive  their 
desires.  (Psalm  37:4) 

6.  The  Bible  teaches  that  to  love 
money  more  than  righteousness  (the 
way  of  Balaam)  is  a  sin.  (2  Peter  2:15- 
16). 

7.  The  Bible  teaches  that  judgment 
is  coming  for  those  who  go  the  "way 
of  Cain"  and  the  "error  of  Balaam" 
(Jude  11) 

8.  The  Bible  teaches  that  those  who 
believe  the  "doctrine  of  Balaam"  will 
be  punished  unless  they  repent.  (Rev- 
elation 2:14,  16) 

9.  The  Bible  teaches  that  God  pun- 
ished the  army  of  Israel  who  listened 
to  the  counsel  of  Balaam.  (Numbers 
31:14-17) 

10.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  is  our  strength  (Nehemiah 
8:10) 

11.  The  Bible  (Old  Testament)  teaches 
the  sacrifice  and  suffering  of  Jesus. 
(Isaiah  53:  Read  Verse  5) 

12.  The  Bible  teaches  that  the  foun- 
dation of  the  earth  and  the  heavens 
shall  become  old  like  a  garment.  (He- 
brews 1:10-12) 

Bibles  will  be  provided.  Only  refer- 
ences from  this  guide  will  be  accepted. 
Any  church  or  youth  group  may  have 
Primary  (ages  6-8),  Junior  (ages  9-11), 
Intermediate  (ages  12-15),  Senior  (ages 
16-21),  and  adult  contestants.  Primary 
will  compete  in  Scripture  Searching 
and  Book  Drill.  All  other  ages  will  com- 
pete in  all  six  areas.  This  year  there  will 
be  no  limit  on  participants.  However, 
at  the  Convention  of  OFWB  Leagues, 
the  church  must  register  with  one  $25 
fee. 

For  information  contact: 
Becky  Jo  Sumner 
450  NC  561  E 
Ahoskie,  NC  27910 
(252)  332-6810 
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2006  LEAGUE  CONVENTION 


The  Convention  of  OFWB  Leagues 
met  at  Aspen  Grove  Church  on  March 
18,  2006,  and  enjoyed  an  exciting  day 
worshiping  our  Lord.  The  theme  for  the 
convention  was  "Go  Out  With  Joy" 
based  on  Isaiah  55:12,  "For  ye  shall  go 
out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with 
peace:  the  mountains  and  the  hills  shall 
break  forth  before  you  into  singing,  and 
all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  clap  their 
hands."  Our  day  of  joy  in  the  Lord  be- 
gan with  Hillary  Williams,  Tim  How- 
ell, and  Jason  Williams  from  First 
Church  of  Goldsboro  leading  us  in  our 
theme  chorus,  "The  Trees  of  the  Field," 
and  other  songs.  We  received  a  warm 
welcome  from  Aspen  Grove  and 
Jonathan  Jones  from  Hickory  Chapel, 
gave    the    response.    A  thought 


by  Becky  Jo  Sumner 

provoking  devotion  was  presented  by 
Tim  Howell.  He  reminded  us  that  if  we 
do  not  praise  God  the  rocks  will  cry  out. 
This  was  followed  by  our  "singspira- 
tion"  which  included  music  by  Golds- 
boro, Aspen  Grove,  and  Mt.  Zion 
churches.  We  witnessed  the  fruit  from 
a  League  nurtured  life  as  our  speaker, 
Cathy  Crumpler,  shared  the  impact  of 
the  League  on  childhood  years.  The 
following  were  our  2006  Sword  Drill 
winners:  Primary — first  place,  Logan 
Edenfield  (Union  Grove);  second  place, 
Cassidy  Coerver  (Union  Grove);  Jun- 
ior— first  place,  Micheala  Howell 
(Union  Grove);  Intermediate — first 
place,  Matthew  Quick  (Union  Gove); 
Senior — first  place,  Tim  Howell  (Gold- 
sboro First);  second  place,  Jason  Will- 


iams (Goldsboro  First);  Adult — first 
place,  Judy  Moore  (Aspen  Grove);  sec- 
ond place,  Sharlene  Howell  (Goldsboro 
First);  third  place,  Margaret  Ard  (Gold- 
sboro First);  fourth  place,  Marcia  Moor- 
ing (Union  Grove).  It  was  a  great  day 
of  fellowship  and  worship  for  the  chil- 
dren of  God.  The  rocks  had  to  be  silent 
for  we  praised  God  with  open  hearts 
and  voices.  Wish  you  had  been  there! 

As  I  consider  this  day,  I  could  dwell 
on  the  fact  that  only  five  churches  were 
present,  but  instead,  I  saw  our  youth 
leading  a  devotion,  singing,  using  their 
Bibles  with  ease  and  confidence,  and 
stepping  into  the  time  honored  tradi- 
tions of  a  "church  meeting."  What  more 
could  I  ask  that  would  be  signs  of  a 
bright  future  for  Free  Will  Baptists? 


Youth  (omveiitiom 


EASTERN  DISTRICT  YOUTH  CONVENTION 


Submitted  by  Gracie  and  Jennifer  Jones 


The  Spring  Youth  Convention  for  the 
Eastern  District  was  held  Saturday, 
March  11  at  Jackson  Heights  Church 
with  five  churches  in  attendance  which 
included:  28  Cherubs,  34  AFCs,  26 
YFAs,  4  pastors,  30  youth  leaders  and 
60  guests.  Churches  attending  were: 
Jackson  Heights,  Juniper  Chapel,  New 
Bethlehem,  Saint's  Delight,  and 
Whaley's  Chapel. 

President  Kassi  Kennedy  and  Vice 
President  Marenda  Heath  opened  the 
morning  session  by  leading  the  group 
in  praise  songs.  Victor  and  Gracie  Jones 
presented  a  devotion  on  "Team  Work" 
with  emphasis  on  youth  leaders  and 
youth  working  together  for  the  ulti- 
mate goal  of  serving  God  in  our  youth 
programs.  The  Rev.  Ashley  Summerlin, 
pastor  of  Jackson  Heights  Church,  led 
in  prayer. 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  with 
Home  Missions  and  Evangelism,  the 
Rev.  Harold  Jones  with  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor  with 
Camp  Vandemere,  and  Mr.  Ronnie  Tay- 
lor with  Retirement  Homes  were  in 
attendance  and  were  given  the  oppor- 


tunity to  bring  a  few  words  about  their 
ministry. 

Officers  Kassi  Kennedy,  president, 
and  Amber  Windley,  secretary-trea- 
surer, presided  over  the  business  ses- 
sion. Business  included  a  motion  to 
place  a  $25  sponsorship  ad  in  the 
concert  program  book  for  the  youth 
Convention  in  May  and  acceptance  of 
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the  nomination  of  Christina  Lowe  from 
Juniper  Chapel  as  Eastern  District 
Youth  Representative. 

Competition  was  held  for  Cherubs, 
AFCs,  and  YFAs  in  Talent  Christian 
Writing,  Arts  and  Crafts.  The  host 
church  served  a  wonderful  noon  meal, 
after  which  participants  were  recog- 
nized with  certificates  of  excellence. 


Talent 

Cherub  Individual: 

(1st  place)  Megan  Toler,  Juniper  Chapel 
(2nd  place)  Mikala  Goehring,  Saint's  Delight 
Cherub  Group: 

(1st  place,  tie)  Saint's  Delight  and  Jackson  Heights 

(2nd  place,  tie)  Whaley's  Chapel  and  Juniper  Chapel 

Cherub  Other: 

(1st  place)  Kayla  Hardee,  Saint's  Delight 
AFC  Individual: 

(1st  place  tie)  Mary  Tucker,  Jackson  Heights  and 

Megan  Brock,  Jackson  Heights 

(2nd  place)  Sarah  Manning,  Juniper  Chapel 

(3rd  place)  Jamie  Tyer,  Jackson  Heights 

AFC  Group: 

(1st  place)  Juniper  Chapel 
(2nd  place)  Whaley's  Chapel 
(3rd  place)  Jackson  Heights 
AFC  Other: 

(1st  place)  Juniper  Chapel 
(2nd  place)  Jackson  Heights 

YFA  Individual: 

(1st  place)  Ashley  Andrews,  Saint's  Delight 
(2nd  place)  Becky  New,  New  Bethlehem 
(3rd  place)  Katelyn  Daniels,  New  Bethlehem 
YFA  Group: 

(1st  place)  Juniper  Chapel 

(2nd  place,  tie)  Saint's  Delight  and  New  Bethlehem 

Choir 

(1st  place)  Saint's  Delight 
(2nd  place)  Jackson  Heights 

Christian  Writing 

YFA: 

(1st  place)  Amanda  Rowe,  New  Bethlehem 

Arts  and  Crafts 
Cherub  Painting/Drawing/Photography: 

(1st  place,  tie)  Dylan  Andrews,  Saint's  Delight  and 

Caroline  Haddock,  Juniper  Chapel 

(2nd  place)  Dalton  Herring,  Saint's  Delight 

(3rd  place,  tie)  Mikala  Goehring,  Saint's  Delight  and 

Kyleigh  Goehring,  Saint's  Delight 

(Honorable  Mention)  Megan  Toler,  Juniper  Chapel, 

Kayla  Hardee,  Saint's  Delight,  Bailey  Bryan, 

Juniper  Chapel,  Garrett  Brock,  Jackson  Heights 

Cherub  Needlework/Wearable  Art: 

(1st  place,  tie)  Taylor  Bryan,  Juniper  Chapel  and 

Megan  Brock,  Jackson  Heights 

(2nd  place)  Kayla  Hardee,  Saint's  Delight 

(3rd  place)  Garrett  Brock,  Jackson  Heights 


Cherub  Ceramics/Pottery/Glassworks: 

(1st  place)  Megan  Toler,  Juniper  Chapel 
(2nd  place)  Kayla  Hardee,  Saint's  Delight 
Cherub  Woodwork: 
(1st  place)  Faith  Dixon,  Juniper  Chapel 
(2nd  place)  Kayla  Hardee,  Saint's  Delight 
(3rd  place)  Desta  Daniels,  Whaley's  Chapel 
Cherub  Sculpture: 

(1st  place)  Joye  Hackney,  Juniper  Chapel 
Cherub  Other: 

(1st  place)  Joye  Hackney,  Juniper  Chapel 
(2nd  place)  Desta  Daniels,  Whaley's  Chapel 
(3rd  place,  tie)  Raegan  Taylor,  Whaley's  Chapel  and 
Kayla  Hardee,  Saint's  Delight 

(Honorable  Mention)  Hannah  Moody,  Harlee  Moody,  and 
Bethany  Ramsey,  Whaley's  Chapel 

AFC  Painting/Drawing/Photography: 

(1st  place)  Brennan  Hawk,  New  Bethlehem 

(2nd  place)  Hunter  Hackney,  Juniper  Chapel 

(3rd  place)  Mary  Ashlyn  Tucker,  Jackson  Heights 

(Honorable  Mention)  Sarah  Manning,  Juniper  Chapel  and 

Miranda  Canady,  Jackson  Heights 

AFC  Needlework/Wearable  Art: 

(1st  place)  Megan  Heath,  Saint's  Delight 

AFC  Ceramics/Pottery/Glasswork: 

(1st  place)  Molly  Houston,  Whaley's  Chapel 

AFC  Woodwork: 

(1st  place)  Cody  Braxton,  Whaley's  Chapel 

(2nd  place)  Ryan  Mills  and  Austin  Beddard,  Whaley's  Chapel 

AFC  Sculpture: 

(1st  place)  Kyle  Chirico,  Jackson  Heights 
AFC  Other: 

(1st  place)  Brittany  and  Victoria  Whaley,  Whaley's  Chapel 
(2nd  place)  Jacob  Cottle,  Juniper  Chapel 
(3rd  place)  Ann  Marie  Coble,  Jackson  Heights 

YFA  Painting/  Drawing/Photography: 

(1st  place)  Kevin  Chirico,  Jackson  Heights 

(2nd  place)  Jonathan  Whitford,  Saint's  Delight 

(3rd  place)  Jessica  Scott,  Saint's  Delight 

(Honorable  Mention)  Stacey  Evans,  Saint's  Delight  and 

Andrew  Brennell,  New  Bethlehem 

YFA  Woodwork: 

(1st  place)  Jonathan  Whitford,  Saint's  Delight 
YFA  Sculpture: 

(1st  place)  Jessica  Scott  and  Stacey  Evans,  Saint's  Delight 
(2nd  place)  Amanda  Rowe,  New  Bethlehem 
YFA  Other: 

(1st  place)  Amber  Windley,  Whaley's  Chapel 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


SELMA  CHURCH  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
INSTALLS  2006  OFFICERS 


The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Selma 
Church  had  a  special  ceremony  on 
Monday  evening,  February  6,  2006,  to 
install  the  elected  officers.  The  meeting 
opened  with  a  welcome  by  the  newly 
elected  president,  Teresa  Foster.  Prayer 
was  offered  by  Virginia  Creech  for  the 
incoming  leaders,  and  all  members  to 
be  of  service. 

President  Foster  called  on  Ruby 
Taylor  to  conduct  the  installation 
service.  Ms.  Taylor  used  a  theme  "Nails 
Fastened  by  the  Master"  from  the 
Auxiliary's  Devotion.  Scripture  was 
read  from  Ecclesiastes  12:11,  "Words  of 
wisdom  are  like  the  stick  a  farmer  uses 
to  make  animals  move.  These  sayings 
come  from  God,  our  only  shepherd, 
and  they  are  like  nails  that  fasten  things 
together"  (cev). 

The  nails  represented  "holding 
things  together,  as  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  are  visualized  holding  the 
group  together.  Each  member  was 
given  a  refrigerator  magnet  designed 
from  the  Auxiliary  emblem  as  a 
reminder  of  the  Auxiliary's  "Missions, 
Service,  and  Devotion."  The 
representation  of  strength  by  nails  was 
compared  to  the  talents  and  strength 
of  individuals,  making  each  member 
aware  that  each  one  has  different 
strengths  and  talents  to  offer  to  the 
organization.  A  nail  tied  with  a  royal 
blue  ribbon  was  fastened  to  the 
magnet. 

Each  member  was  also  given  a  red 
or  white  rose  to  be  incorporated  in  the 
installation.  Flowers  are  said  to  be 
"messengers  of  our  most  sacred 
feelings,  and  have  a  language  of  their 
own."  The  single  red  rose  signifies  love, 
respect,  and  courage.  The  single  white 
rose  portrays  humility  and  sincerity. 
When  the  red  and  white  rose  is  coupled 
together  they  are  a  symbol  of  unity.  The 
leaves  of  the  roses  are  a  symbol  of  hope. 
These  illustrations  were  to  show  the 
strength  of  each  member  by  the  nails 
and  the  roses  symbolizing  the  beauty 
of  being  committed  to  service  within 


Mrs.  Taylor  recognized  Mrs.  Kathleen 
Hinnant,  a  member  of  the  Selma  Auxiliary 
for  more  than  50  years,  for  her  dedication, 
above  and  beyond  expectations,  and  for 
going  the  extra  mile  in  every  capacity  in 
which  she  has  worked  through  the  years. 

the  realm  of  the  office  each  one  will 
hold  during  the  year. 

Each  member  was  presented  a 
Manual  of  Methods  of  the  NC  Woman's 
Auxiliary  to  study,  become  fluent  with 
their  job  descriptions,  and  to  meet 
expectations  of  a  member  as  stated  in 
the  manual,  and  on  the  emblem — 
"Missions,  Service,  and  Devotion." 

The  Auxiliary  emblem,  and  a  vase 
holding  a  single  white  rose  was 
displayed  on  a  pedestal  table,  covered 
with  a  white  cloth  to  honor  the  memory 
of  Nancy  Foster  who  passed  away  in 
2005  during  her  term  as  president  of 
the  Selma  Auxiliary.  Her  daughter, 
Teresa,  accepted  the  honor  of  the  office, 
and  was  installed  to  succeed  her 
mother  as  president  for  2006. 

At  the  end  of  the  installation  service, 
Ms.  Taylor  had  each  member  come 
forward  and  place  their  rose  in  a  crystal 
vase  centered  on  another  white  covered 
table.  The  members  placed  their  rose 
in  a  bouquet  as  a  symbolization  of 


uniting  the  members  for  service.  It  was 
underscored  that  the  group  be  faithful 
to  the  tried  and  true,  and  allows  the 
wisdom  of  the  many  ages  within  the 
group  to  share  responsibilities  as  the 
Auxiliary  seeks  to  grow  in  service. 

Mrs.  Taylor  recognized  Mrs. 
Kathleen  Hinnant,  a  member  of  the 
Selma  Auxiliary  for  more  than  50  years, 
for  her  dedication,  above  and  beyond 
expectations,  and  for  going  the  extra 
mile  in  every  capacity  she  worked 
through  the  years.  She  stated  that  Mrs. 
Hinnant  gave  willingly  and  freely  of 
herself,  her  time,  talents,  knowledge, 
wisdom,  finances,  and  valued 
leadership.  She  has  always  given  of  her 
efforts  to  make  the  Auxiliary  a  working 
force  of  the  church.  She  is  one  who  has 
accomplished  much  and  encouraged 
members  to  persevere  when  they  may 
have  given  up.  She  always  kept  and 
keeps  a  low  profile,  while  all  the  time 
teaching  by  example.  She  is  presently 
acting  as  benevolence  chairperson, 
Children's  Home  chairperson,  and 
filling  in  where  and  when  needed. 

The  bouquet  of  red  and  white  roses, 
accented  with  baby's  breath  was 
presented  to  Mrs.  Hinnant  by  mcoming 
president,  Teresa,  who  expressed  her 
appreciation  for  all  Mrs.  Hinnant  has 
done  for  the  auxiliary  over  the  years. 
Her  sentiments  were  as  many  others, 
as  she  expressed  thanks  for  the 
opportunity  to  work  with  Mrs. 
Hinnant,  learn  from  her,  and  go 
forward  as  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
leader. 

Officers  for  2006  are:  President — Ter- 
esa Foster;  Vice-President — Amy  Bran- 
nan;  Secretary — Karen  Grubbs; 
Corresponding  Secretary — Louise 
Tucker;  Treasurer — Linda  Lassiter;  Be- 
nevolence Committee — Kathleen  Hin- 
nant, Ruby  Taylor,  Nelle  Adams,  Inez 
Creech,  Becky  Amerson;  Program/ 
Prayer  Chair — Doris  Parrish;  Study 
Course  Chair — Virginia  Creech; Youth 
Chair — Evelyn  Strickland;  Missions — 
Amy  Brannan. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 


CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
SEVENTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 
MAY  11,  2006 

Hosted  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Piedmont  Conference 
East  Rockingham  OFWB  Church,  Rockingham,  NC 
Theme:  Servants  of  Righteousness 
Speaker:  Dr.  Deborah  King 

Scripture:  Being  then  made  free  from  sin,  ye  became  the  servants  of  righteousness  (Romans  6:18). 

ORDER 

8:30  a.m.  Registration 

9:15  a.m.  Coffee  and  Doughnuts 

9:30  a.m.  Call  to  Worship 

Hymn  #446 

Call  to  Order 

Devotion  and  Convention  Prayer 

Welcome 

Response 

Announcements 

President's  Address 

Recognition  of  Special  Guests 

Business  Session 

Offering  and  Offertory  Prayer 

Life  Membership  Award 
10:55  a.m.  BREAK 
11:05  a.m.  Hymn  #452 

Denominational  Ministries 

Business  Session 

Committee  Reports 

Other  Business 

Memorial  Service 
12:15  Special  Music 

Introduction  of  Speaker 

Message 

Hymn  #379 

Installation  Service 
1:00  Benediction  and  Blessing 

Pianist:  Jo  Ann  Parrish  S°ng  Leader:  Jackie  Rowers 

Ushers:  Lois  Wetherington      Sara  Parker 
Lottie  Caroon  Ava  Edwards 
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OF  SERVICE 

Carolyn  Jernigan,  State  Vice-President 
Nadine  Crocker,  State  Treasurer 

Traci  Batten-Radford,  Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Western  Conference 

"I  Will  Serve  Thee" 

Joan  Little,  State  President 

Faye  Bryant,  Youth  Chairperson,  Pee  Dee  Conference 
Diane  Leviner,  President,  Piedmont  Conference 
Audrey  Quinn,  Eastern  Conference 

Evelyn  Jackson,  President,  East  Rockingham,  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Joan  Little,  State  President 


Lois  Wetherington,  Eastern  Conference 
Committee 

"Make  Me  A  Blessing" 

The  Rev.  Buddy  Sasser,  Director  of  Convention  Services  of  OFWB 
Joan  Little,  State  President 


Jane  C.  Tripp,  Central  Conference 

Traci  Radford,  Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Western  Conference 
Carolyn  Jernigan,  State  Vice-President,  Cape  Fear  Conference 
Dr.  Deborah  King,  First  Church  of  Wilson,  Western  Conference 
"Take  My  Life  and  Let  It  Be" 
Becky  Jo  Sumner,  Albemarle  Conference 

Sandra  Thick,  Co-Director  Cragmont,  Woman's  Conference,  Western  Conference 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION  HELD  IN  TARBORO 


by  Judy 

What  a  beautiful  day  to  be  in  the  Lord's  House  for  the 
Central  District  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  on  March 
18, 2006,  held  at  First  Church  of  Tarboro.  Devotion  was  giv- 
en by  Amy  Stokes  of  Little  Creek  Church.  Welcome  was  giv- 
en by  Janice  Haley.  Response  was  given  by  Lynn  Hatton. 
Kathy  Hayes  presided  over  the  meeting.  The  convention 
voted  to  send  $300  in  honor  of  Dr.  Raper  to  the  Children's 
Home  to  help  with  the  renovations  of  Memorial  Chapel  and 
$200  to  the  Foreign  Missions  Telethon  on  March  26,  2006. 
Marci  Rollins-Smart  of  Free  Union  Church  in  Greene  Coun- 
ty presented  the  program,  "What  Makes  a  Godly  Woman?" 
Scripture  used  was  Proverbns  31:23-31.  The  State  Conven- 
tion will  meet  May  11,  2006  at  Rockingham  Church.  An- 
nouncements were  made  concerning  the  study  course  and 


Moore 

"He  Is"  production  for  which  the  Central  District  Youth  was 
preparing.  The  youth  of  LaGrange  Church  will  represent  in 
the  Bible  Bowl  for  the  Central  District  at  the  State  Youth  Con- 
vention at  Mount  Olive  College  in  May.  Reports  from  the 
denominational  enterprises  were  given  by  Harold  Jones — 
Foreign  Missions;  Cynthia  Batton — Children's  Home;  Amy 
Stokes — Mount  Olive  College;  Marci  Rollins-Smart — FWB 
Press  Foundation;  and  Mae  Pittman — Cragmont.  Special 
music  was  rendered  by  West  Edgecombe  Baptist  Praise  and 
Worship.  Life  Membership  awards  recipients  were  recog- 
nized. Marlboro  Church,  Kings  Crossroads  Church,  Little 
Creek  Church,  and  Daniel's  Chapel  were  recognized  for  be- 
ing A-l  Auxiliaries.  The  convention  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The 
meeting  ended  with  a  wonderful  lunch  served  by  the  host 
church. 


EASTERN  DISTRICT  HELD 
SUCCESSFUL  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

Submitted  by  Wanda  Costner,  President  and  Vickie  Wade,  Recording  Secretary 


The  river  looked  calm,  but  the  winds  were  briskly  blowing 
as  we  made  our  way  to  the  newly  renovated  chapel.  The 
windows  and  door  openings  had  been  covered  with  plastic 
sheeting  to  keep  the  cold  winds  out  and  the  warm  air  in  from 
the  propane  tank.  The  benches  were  rustic  but  had  been 
covered  with  blankets  to  make  seating  more  comfortable. 
Were  we  in  Mexico  or  the  Philippines  on  a  short-term 
mission?  No,  we  were  at  the  Eastern  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Spring  Convention,  which  was  held  at  Camp 
Vandemere  on  March  18, 2006.  The  theme  for  the  convention 
was  "Reviewing  the  Vision."  The  vision  for  Camp  Vandemere 
is  definitely  becoming  a  reality! 

JoAnn  Parrish  served  as  pianist,  Gail  Heath,  as  music 
director,  and  the  Rev.  Danny  French  rendered  the  special 
music  for  the  convention. 

The  president,  Wanda  Costner,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 
The  Rev.  Mike  Scott  offered  the  prayer  for  the  convention. 

Happy  Taylor  recognized  three  special  auxiliaries  for  their 
hard  work  and  achievement  in  receiving  A-l  status. 
Certificates  of  appreciation  and  recognition  were  presented 
to  representatives  from:  Deep  Run,  Folkstone,  and  Smith's 
New  Home  Auxiliaries. 

Representatives  gave  denominational  reports  from  the 
Retirement  Homes  Board,  State  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Camp 
Vandemere,  FWB  Press,  Foreign  Missions,  and  Cragmont. 

The  Life  Membership  Award  was  presented  to  Lois  McCoy 
Wetherington,  of  Mosley's  Creek  Church.  Her  daughter  read 
Scripture  from  Proverbs  31:25-28,  which  certainly  reinforced 
that  Lois  is  indeed  a  Proverbs  31  woman. 

The  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  manager  of  Camp  Vandemere, 
brought  an  enthusiastic  message  on  "Vision."  He  shared 
Scripture  from  Leviticus  6:12-13.  What  keeps  the  vision  alive? 
Each  of  us  has  been  called  to  do  something.  God  has  a  specific 
purpose  in  life  for  each  of  us.  Today's  church's  fire  is  burning 
out — our  vision  will  not  stay  alive.  There  are  several  things 
we  can  do  to  keep  the  vision  alive. 


1 .  We  can  rekindle  the  fire  by  reading  God's  Word.  Proverbs 
3:5-6  tells  us  to  acknowledge  the  Lord  God  Almighty  and 
He  shall  direct  our  paths.  We  will  not  go  forward  if  we  rely 
on  ourselves — we  need  to  remember  where  God  has  brought 
us  from  and  where  we  are  today. 

2.  Be  responsible  in  our  call — 2  Timothy  2:15:  "Study  to 
show  thyself  approved  unto  God" — not  man.  We  cannot 
know  His  will  unless  we  read  His  Word.  We  need  to  line  up 
our  vision  with  God's  Word  to  insure  it  is  God's  will.  Be  busy 
about  fulfilling  that  vision  that  He  has  put  before  us. 

3.  Pray  on  our  knees  for  our  vision — Philippians  4:6 — pray 
daily,  rekindle  our  fire  daily  so  we  will  have  boldness  to  go 
forward.  Every  vision  that  goes  forward  should  glorify 
Jesus — that  is  its  sole  purpose!  If  He  gave  it  to  us,  He  will 
take  care  of  it. 

Do  you  have  a  vision  for  your  family,  your  church,  the 
Gospel  to  be  spread  around  the  world,  or  for  your 
denominational  ministries  and  churches?  If  we  open  our  eyes 
and  hearts  we  will  see.  He  challenged  us  to  ask  ourselves, 
"What  will  you  do  to  keep  the  vision  alive?" 

JoAnn  Parrish,  study  course  chairman,  advised  that 
Carolyn  Jernigan  will  be  our  speaker  for  the  Fall  Convention 
on  September  16,  2006,  at  Juniper  Chapel  in  Vanceboro  and 
will  be  presenting  a  study  course  on  Stewardship. 

A  bountiful  pig  picking  lunch  was  served  and  enjoyed  by 
all  in  the  Camp's  dining  hall. 

The  registration  committee  reported  17  auxiliaries  were 
represented  with  11  Eastern  District  officers,  22  delegates,  5 
ministers,  and  44  visitors  for  a  total  attendance  of  82.  There 
are  32  out  of  74  auxiliaries  in  the  Eastern  District  reporting 
or  represented  at  this  convention.  This  is  an  increase  of  5 
auxiliaries  from  the  last  convention.  Keep  up  the  good  work! 
If  you  need  more  information  about  the  Eastern  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention,  please  contact  the  secretary, 
Vickie  Wade  at  (252)  522-5733  or  e-mail  her  at  <vwade@wave- 
net.net>. 
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Re-establishing  The  Faith  on  The  Original  Territory 

by  E.  C.  Morris 
(This  article  is  a  partial  re-print  from  pp.6-  7  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  May  12, 1937,  Vol.  53,  No.  41.) 


Strange  as  it  may  seems,  the  cradle  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist in  the  South  is  now  a  mission  field  for  the  denomina- 
tion. About  ten  miles  from  Elizabeth  City  is  supposed  to 
be  the  place  where  Paul  Palmer  founded  the  first  Free  Will 
Baptist  church  in  this  country.  About  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century  there  were  several  churches  in  this  sec- 
tion, north  of  Albemarle  Sound,  which  were  organized 
by  Palmer  or  his  immediate  successors.  Just  when  the 
defection  of  these  churches  took  place  we  do  not  know, 
but  it  is  well  known  that  by  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  there  was  not  a  Baptist  church  anywhere 
in  this  section  holding  to  Armenian  views,  and  for  more 
than  one  hundred  years,  there  was  no  effort  put  forth  to 
re-establish  any  church  of  this  order  anywhere  near  the 
original  place,  so  far  as  can  be  learned. 

A  few  years  ago,  Elizabeth  City  became  quite  an  indus- 
trial center  and  many  people  were  settling  here  where  they 
could  get  permanent  employment.  Among 
those  making  their  homes  here  were  some 
families  from  Tyrrell  County  who  were 
Free  Will  Baptist  and  since  they  did  not 
find  the  church  of  their  preference  some 
became  interested  in  getting  one  estab- 
lished. In  1921,  Rev.  Robert  Wooten,  just 
from  Seminary  in  Ayden,  came  here  and 
as  he  was  attending  a  meeting  one 
evening  at  one  of  the  churches  he  became 


olden. 
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acquainted  with  Brother  S.  M.  Meekings,  one  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptists  who  was  interested  in  getting  a  church  or- 
ganized here.  They  talked  the  matter  over  and  decided 
to  make  a  little  canvas  to  see  how  many  people  they  could 
find  who  were  interested.  Finally,  there  was  a  meeting 
called  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Sawyer  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing.  There  were  nine  present  in  this 
meeting  who  became  charter  members. 

The  church  was  organized  and  named  St.  Paul  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  with  Rev.  Wooten  as  the  first  pastor.  There 
was  a  vacant  store  building  on  Parsonage  St.  which  was 
secured  to  hold  services  in  temporarily,  but  this  place  soon 
became  inadequate  for  the  congregation,  so  there  was  a 
better  place  found  on  Bell  St.  where  services  were  held 
until  a  permanent  located  was  secured.  Soon  after  the 
church  was  organized,  there  was  a  Sunday  School  began 
and  the  ladies  started  an  Aid  society.  The  Sunday  School 
made  wonderful  progress  considering  the  limited  facili- 
ties and  the  ladies  did  much  in  a  financial  way  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  S.  M.  Meekins. 

Late  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  Brother  and  Sister 
McAdams  came  with  their  tent  and  held  revival  services 


all  through  the  winter.  They  were  here  about  six  months 
with  their  evangelistic  party.  During  this  time,  there  were 
several  members  added  to  the  organization  and  the  pros- 
pects looked  bright  for  a  prosperous  church.  At  the  close 
of  the  revival,  the  Church  purchased  a  lot  on  Parsonage 
St.,  near  the  city  schools,  which  was  a  very  good  location 
and  in  a  community  where  much  evangelistic  work  was 
greatly  needed.  The  membership  was  made  up  of  people 
with  just  ordinary  means,  which  made  it  very  difficult  to 
raise  much  money  with  which  to  build;  however,  through 
the  untiring  efforts  of  the  pastor  and  others,  there  was 
soon  a  building  closed  in  where  services  have  been  held 
ever  since. 

By  some  means  or  other,  Brother  Wooten  resigned  the 
work  after  having  been  here  fifteen  months,  and  the 
church  called  Elder  W.  W.  Lupton  who  came  and  stayed 
three  months.  Since  there  was  a  building  program  going 
on  and  the  congregation  heavily  in  debt, 
they  decided  to  have  just  a  part  time  pas- 
tor, so  Rev.  H.  LeRoy  Harris  was  called 
to  serve  just  one  Sunday  in  each  month 
until  they  could  do  better.  Brother  Har- 
ris served  the  Church  sixteen  months 
and  then  it  was  decided  to  try  full  time 
service.  Rev.  A.  H.  Outlaw  accepted 
the  work  and  served  full  time  for  about 


five  years.  Under  his  care,  the  building 
was  completed,  new  pews  and  light  fixtures 


installed  and  some  Sunday  School  rooms  annexed.  Dur- 
ing this  time  the  membership  had  been  making  a  gradual 
increase.  A  local  building  and  loan  association  was  fi- 
nancing the  building  program  on  a  long  term  loan,  thereby 
making  it  somewhat  lighter  on  the  Church.  After  serving 
for  five  years,  Brother  Outlaw  felt  that  it  was  time  for  a 
change  in  pastor  to  be  made  and  upon  his  recommenda- 
tion the  church  called  E.  C.  Gaskill,  who  came  and  stayed 
just  a  few  months  and  as  the  Church  could  not  amply 
support  him  he  resigned  and  then  Brother  Poston  came 
and  preached  just  one  sermon  a  month  for  the  remainder 
of  that  year. 

It  was  plainly  seen  that  the  Church  must  have  a  resi- 
dent pastor  if  they  ever  accomplished  very  much,  so  a 
call  was  extended  to  W.  L.  Jernigan.  During  the  time 
Brother  Jernigan  was  here  which  was  four  years,  some 
progress  was  made,  however,  the  work  was  greatly  handi- 
capped owing  to  their  small  membership  and  poor  finan- 
cial standing.  It  seemed  that  a  full  time  pastor  could  not 
be  supported  and  take  care  of  other  obligations  at  the  same 
time.  Just  before  the  present  pastor  [in  1937]  was  called 
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the  church  was  refinanced  which  made  the  weekly  pay- 
ments much  lighter  and  it  was  agreed  to  try  full  time  ser- 
vice again. 

It  is  true  that  the  Church  has  had  many  trials  and  dis- 
advantages in  many  ways  but  through  them  all,  in  some 
way  there  has  been  ways  provided  and  the  preserving 
hand  of  the  Lord  has  been  felt  all  along.  The  writer  of  this 
sketch  has  been  serving  the  Church  some  over  two  years 
and  during  this  time  much  as  been  done  for  which  we 
feel  very  grateful.  The  entire  indebtedness  on  the  Church 
has  been  liquidated,  another  lot  secured  on  which  we  hope 


to  have  a  parsonage  erected  soon.  The  social  and  spiri-  / 
tual  activities  have  not  been  neglected  by  any  means;  we 
have  a  good  Sunday  School,  Ladies  Aid,  Missionary  Soci- 
ety, and  four  Leagues.  We  also  have  a  mid-week  prayer 
service  which  is  a  great  spiritual  aid.  The  membership 
has  materially  increased  and  a  deeper  interest  seems  to 
be  manifested  in  the  work.  Since  this  is  the  only  church 
anywhere  near  the  original  place  of  the  denomination  in 
the  south,  it  seems  that  there  should  be  more  than  just  a 
casual  interest  by  the  entire  denomination. 


People  m  Everts 


WESTSIDE  CHURCH  DEDICATES  FAMILY  LIFE  CENTER 


by  the  Reverend  Chris  Singleton 

Dreams  really  do  come 
true,  especially  when  you 
add  faith,  determination,  and 
hard  work.  The  completion 
of  the  Family  Life  Center  at 
Westside  OFWB  Church  in 
Kinston  is  proof  that  all  of 
those  ingredients  can  turn 
dreams  into  reality.  On 
March  12,  the  church  held  a 
dedication  service  for  the 
new  facility  that  marked  the 
culmination  of  many  years  of 
hard  work  and  planning. 

Westside's  first  place  of 
worship  was  in  the  garage  of 
one  of  the  families  in  the 

church.  Since  that  humble  beginning,  Westside  has  undertaken  three  major  building  programs.  The  last  phase  of  the 
program  left  the  church  with  a  beautiful  sanctuary,  yet  there  was  still  inadequate  educational  space,  and  the  fellowship 
hall  was  too  small.  Since  then,  Westside  has  been  raising  money  and  giving  much  consideration  to  the  kind  of  facility 
that  could  serve  its  needs  well  into  the  future.  Last  May,  after  securing  funds  and  finalizing  plans,  the  church  held  a 
groundbreaking  ceremony  as  part  of  its  28th  Anniversary  celebration. 

Westside  began  using  the  new  facility  in  February  and  broke  it  in  with  a  variety  of  special  events.  The  kitchen  and 
fellowship  hall  saw  plenty  of  activity  during  the  Wednesday  night  family  meals  which  were  served  throughout  the 
month,  and  the  stage  was  put  to  its  first  use  as  the  Christian  band  6:22  led  the  youth  in  a  Friday  night  worship  service. 
The  teenagers  explored  every  nook  and  cranny  during  an  overnight  Lock-In,  but  the  climax  for  the  month  was  a  semi- 
formal  Valentine  Banquet  sponsored  by  the  youth  department. 

The  dedication  service  began  with  a  special  morning  worship  service  followed  by  a  catered  lunch  in  the  new  build- 
ing. The  pastor  led  the  congregation  in  offering  praises  to  God  for  His  many  blessings,  dedicating  the  facility  for  God's 
glory,  and  rededicating  themselves  to  His  service.  Afterward,  The  Mark  Trammell  Trio  delivered  a  magnificent  musi- 
cal performance  that  uplifted  the  name  of  Jesus  and  the  hearts  of  all  present. 


A  catered  lunch  was  enjoyed  in  the  new  facility  prior  to  the  dedication  service. 
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POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 

by  Rita  Jones 


Powhatan  OFWB  in  Clayton  asks  for  your  prayer  sup- 
port for  a  BBQ  chicken  fundraiser  on  Friday,  May  12.  It  is 
being  sponsored  by  our  Layman's  League  and  church 
family  to  allow  the  congregation,  community,  and  school 
friends  a  chance  to  offer  some  financial  support  for  the 
families  of  the  victims  of  the  January  11,  2006,  wreck  in 
which  17-year-old  member,  Leah  Boykin,  was  killed. 

The  Cape  Fear  Youth  held  a  talent  extravaganza  at 
Wooten's  Chapel  for  the  rally  on  Saturday  evening,  March 
4.  There  were  seven  churches  represented  with  over  110 
present.  There  were  18  talent  presentations  made  with  the 
majority  being  vocal  individual,  but  there  were  several 
mixed  choirs  and  even  an  instrumental  performance.  The 
AFC  and  YFA  lesson  presenters  from  Robert's  Grove  gave 
their  demonstrations.  It  was  a  wonderful  evening  of 
praise  and  worship. 

Member,  Nikki  Jones,  a  freshman  at  N.C.  State  Univer- 
sity and  past  state  youth  officer,  spent  her  spring  break 
working  in  New  Orleans  with  Katrina  recovery  efforts. 
The  trip  was  organized  through  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ  and  the  workers  gutted  houses  down  to  the  frame- 
work which  could  then  be  sanitized  and  used  for  rebuild- 
ing. The  work  was  hard,  but  it  was  a  rewarding  experi- 
ence according  to  the  mission  team  members. 

A  "candle  party"  was  held  to  help  raise  funds  for  the 
Relay  for  Life  team  from  Powhatan  on  March  11.  Rhonda 
Davis  organized  the  event  and  appreciates  all  who  came 
or  placed  an  order. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  enjoyed  two  special  services 
in  March — a  breakfast  study  course  with  Yvonne  Greene 
(Everett  Chapel,  Western)  on  March  25,  and  a  church-wide 
pre-Easter  service  with  Carolyn  Jernigan  (Shady  Grove, 
Cape  Fear)  on  March  26.  Sister  Greene  spoke  on  Esther 
and  Joseph  and  how  God  had  them  in  the  right  place  at 
the  right  time,  seeing  them  through  hardship  and  fearful 
times  to  be  successful.  Sister  Jernigan  shared  about  God's 
great  love  for  man  and  the  different  symbols  of  Easter. 
We  thank  both  ladies  for  the  services. 


Mother's  T)ay 

Sunday,  May  14 


Nikki  Jones  (no  hat,  first  on  left)  and  the  group  from  N.C.  State 
that  worked  through  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  gutting  houses 
in  New  Orleans  over  spring  break. 


A  pile  of  debris  removed  from  inside  one  of  the  houses  -  note  the 
trailer  in  the  background  where  a  family  was  living  temporarily. 

I  1 

A  new  quarter  of 
Sunday  School  literature 

begins  the  first  Sunday  of  June. 

I  If  you  need  to  make  additions/changes  I 

I  to  your  order,  contact  the  FWB  Press  by  I 
|     phone  at  (800)  849-3927  and  press  3 

!  or  by  e-mail  at  <faye@fwbpress.com>. 
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CHURCHES  £  MiniSTRY 
POSITIOnS  HVfllLfi&LE 


Larry  Matthews,  now  licensed  in  the  Western 
Conference  by  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nash  County,  is 
available  for  supply  or  interim  work.  He  may  be 
reached  at  (910)  322-1964  or  by  mail  at  2210  Mt.  Zion 
Church  Rd.,  Nashville,  NC  27856. 


IF 


No  man  is  poor  who 
has  had  a  Godly  mother. 


— Abraham  Lincoln 


Spreading  the  Word  Through  the  Printed  Page! 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 


Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
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Thursday 
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Saturday 

1 
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Myth:  "They  are  a  Self-Supporting  Ministry" 

I'd  like  to  take  this  opportunity,  if  you  will  indulge  me,  to  shed 
some  light  on  a  myth  within  our  denomination.  I  hear  from  many 
people  that  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  is  a  self-supporting  ministry 
and  should  not  need  funds  from  other  sources  in  addition  to  the  sale 
of  our  merchandise.  This  is  somewhat  true — but  only  to  a  point. 
Allow  me  to  explain. 

Yes,  ideally,  we  are  a  self-supporting  ministry.  However,  that  can 
be  said  of  other  worthwhile,  necessary  ministries,  such  as  the 
Children's  Home,  Mount  Olive  College,  and  Cragmont  Assembly.  In 
order  for  any  of  these  ministries,  including  the  Press,  to  be  completely 
self-supporting,  things  like  tuition,  campers'  fees,  merchandise,  etc. 
would  have  to  be  astronomically  priced  to  cover  the  basics,  not  to 
mention  extra  things  like  scholarships  and  new  buildings  to  expand 
the  services  of  any  of  these  ministries.  The  Press  is  one  of  the  ministries 
of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  stands  ready  to 
offer  our  services,  not  only  to  our  fellow  ministries,  but  to  our 
churches,  our  pastors,  our  auxiliary  organizations — our  people.  We, 
just  like  any  business,  have  to  be  able  to  keep  up  with  technology  to  remain  a  viable  option  for  those  with  merchandise 
and  printing  needs.  Most  people  probably  don't  realize  that  in  order  for  us  to  create,  print,  and  distribute  our  denomi- 
national magazine,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  we  do  so  at  a  loss,  financially.  This  magazine  is  done  as  a  service  to  our  people.  The 
subscription  price  covers,  for  the  most  part,  the  postage  to  distribute  the  magazine.  The  cost  of  labor  and  time  that  we 
absorb  is  upwards  of  $50,000  annually.  The  recent  addition  of  nominal  advertising  rates  only  puts  a  small  dent  in  that 
figure. 

All  that  to  reiterate  this:  "The  Press  to  $125,000"  is  a  worthy  cause  that  merits  our  attention.  Our  purpose  of  "Spreading 
the  Word  Through  the  Printed  Page"  can  be  carried  to  the  next  level.  Our  materials,  and  prices,  can  be  even  more 
competitive  with  the  printing  industry.  God  can  be  honored  by  our  prayer  and  support! 

As  I  mentioned  last  month,  if  you  have  fallen  away — using  some  other  source  for  your  merchandise  or  printing 
needs — "Try  us  again  for  the  very  first  time."  If  you  would  like  to  talk  with  me  about  "The  Press  to  $125,000"  or  you  would 
like  me  to  speak  to  your  church  or  group  in  person,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me.  I  can  be  reached  by  phone  at  (800)  849-3927 
ext.  227  or  by  e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 
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Dads  'n  Daughters 

by  Sarah  Finch 


Sarah  Finch  is  a  sophomore  fine  arts  major  who  is  originally  from  England.  As  a  traditional  student  at  MOC,  she  commutes 
from  Goldsboro,  where  she  has  lived  with  her  family  for  the  past  seventeen  years.  Sarah  is  the  recipient  of  the  esteemed  Nido 
Qubein  Scholarship.  She  works  as  an  intern  in  the  Office  of  Public  Affairs  and  participates  in  many  clubs  and  campus  events. 
The  following  story  was  submitted  for  one  of  her  projects,  in  the  Honors  Program.  \  believe  in  this  College  and  its  ability  to 
transform  lives  because  the  people  here  first  believed  in  me!"  Sarah  states. 

In  honor  of  Father's  Day,  this  article  is  dedicated  to  the  dads  who  have  been  before  us.  Their  inspiring  spirits,  dedication, 
and  love  have  had  a  positive  impact  in  the  lives  of  those  around  them. 


Let  me  tell  you  a  story!  The  place  is 
Mount  Olive,  N.C.;  the  year  is  1973;  and 
the  situation  is  fascinating.  Two  young 
men,  who  came  from  different 
directions,  were  assigned  to  room 
together  during  their  years  studying  at 
MOC.  Over  that  two-year  period,  they 
matured  spiritually,  they  learned  about 
life,  they  experienced  success 
academically,  and  they  formed  lasting 
friendships  that  still  exist  today.  Now 
fast  forward  to  the  present  day  and  take 
a  look  at  two  young  ladies  who  find 
themselves  in  the  same  situation.  These 
girls  are  the  respective  daughters  of  the 
former  MOC  graduates. 

Donald  Barry  Whitley  and  James  W. 
Cahoon  both  attended  MOC  while  it 
was  still  a  two-year  institution.  Here  in 
2006,  Rebekah  Whitley  and  Katherine 
Cahoon  are  living  in  their  dad's 
footsteps  by  rooming  together  through 
their  own  college  experience.  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  meeting  these  girls  and  I 
personally  think  they  are  both 
delightful.  I  wanted  to  know  more  about 
their  lives  and  once  I  found  out  that  their 
dads  roomed  together  so  many  years 
ago,  here  at  the  same  College,  I  was 
intent  on  getting  the  scoop  on  this  story. 

They  each  had  many  different  reasons 
for  pursuing  a  higher  education  at  this 
private  college,  but  one  thing  rings  true 
through  their  separate  testimonies — 
they  love  MOC.  And  I  have  to  agree  with 
them — who  wouldn't?  I  always  am 
impressed  by  the  beautiful  campus, 
incredible  academic  programs,  and  most 
importantly  the  accomplished 
professors  who  are  very  willing  to  work 
with  the  students.  1  truly  sense  that  every 
teacher's  goal  is  to  form  successful 
individuals  out  of  the  students  by 
helping  them  be  all  they  can  before  they 
graduate. 

This  idea  is  apparently  a  long- 


(Pictured from  L  -  R)  James  Cahoon,  Katherine  Cahoon,  Donald  Barry  Whitley,  and  Rebekah  Mcagan 
Whitley. 


standing  virtue  of  the  College,  as  Barry 
Whitley  explains.  He  chose  MOC 
because  of  his  family  connections  to  the 
College.  (Barry's  uncle,  Robert  Bynum, 
served  on  the  Mount  Olive  College's 
Board  of  Trustees  from  1971-1977  and 
he  and  his  family  were  members  of 
Spring  Branch  Church  in  Greene 
County.)  Looking  back,  Barry  now  sees 
that  the  most  important  thing  "is  the 
personal  attention  from  the  caring  staff 
at  the  College  in  giving  students  an 
education.  MOC  takes  it  a  step  further 
by  helping  them  to  see  their  potential," 
he  continued. 

Barry  Whitley,  originally  from 
Waynesboro,  Georgia,  emphasized  the 
positive  impact  that  the  teachers  made 
in  his  life.  "Mrs.  Martin,  who  taught 
biology,  was  my  favorite  teacher.  She  not 
only  opened  my  eyes  to  the  world  of 
science  but  helped  me  realize  my  worth 
in  life."  Barry  and  his  wife,  Vicky  Bea, 
now  reside  in  Osteen,  Florida. 


With  the  Whitley  family,  ambition  and 
perseverance  are  a  given.  These 
characteristics  are  evident  to  me  as  1 
interact  with  the  family,  even  over 
e-mails.  Looking  back,  Barry  remembers 
that  his  goals  were  "to  marry,  have 
children,  and  start  a  business."  And, 
wow,  did  he  go  above  and  beyond  that! 
With  an  adoring  wife  and  five  children, 
Barry  went  on  to  be  a  businessman.  As 
the  successful  owner  of  Whitley  Cabinet 
Works,  a  kitchen  and  bath  installation 
company,  he  has  truly  accomplished  his 
dreams.  On  top  of  that,  Mr.  Whitley  also 
has  a  farm  in  Osteen,  where  he  raises 
goats,  chickens,  ducks,  and  geese. 

James  Cahoon  fondly  remembers  his 
time  on  campus  and  the  incredible 
impact  it  had  on  his  life,  "I  am  eternally 
grateful  for  myjVIOC  experience  and  for 
the  opportunities  I  received  while  there, 
not  to  mention  all  of  the  wonderful 
friendships  I  developed.  These 
friendships  continue  on  even  today  and 
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I  am  happy  to  be  married  for  over 
twenty-seven  years  to  one  of  my  college 
classmates  (Kathy  Brickhouse  Cahoon). 
She  was  the  reason  I  attended  MOC  to 
begin  with  and  she  remains  my  closest 
and  dearest  friend  on  earth  today." 
These  kinds  of  stories  sometimes 
unnerve  me  as  people  relate  how  they 
met  their  spouses  at  MOC.  It  is  great  to 
have  so  many  wonderful  relationships 
formed  at  such  a  significant  place  in 
people's  lives.  I  appreciate  the  fact  that 
these  couples  generally  have  a  good 
foundation  and  they  are  still  together 
today.  That  foundation  is  based  on  what 
all  the  professors  and  staff  at  MOC 
promote:  higher  learning,  higher  values, 
and  higher  standards. 

Mr.  Cahoon,  a  Columbia,  N.C.,  native 
added,  "The  people  at  MOC  made  the 
difference.  It  was  not  just  a  college 
offering  an  opportunity  for  intellectual 
growth,  but  an  institution  with  a 
collection  of  employees  who  really  cared 
about  the  total  development  of  each 
student.  I  have  often  said  that  my  two 
years  at  MOC  were  two  of  the  most 
fulfilling  years  of  my  life.  My  time  spent 
there  allowed  me  to  redirect  my  life  in 
such  a  way  that  I  was  able  to  discover  a 
purpose  for  my  life  beyond  'me'  as  an 
individual." 

With  this  kind  of  outlook  on  life,  James 
Cahoon  states  that  his  goal  in  life  is  to 
make  a  positive  difference  in  the  lives 
of  others  as  others  have  made  a  differ- 
ence in  his  life.  "Ultimately,  my  purpose 
in  life  is  to  bring  glory  to  God  and  serve 
Him  in  whatever  I  am  doing,"  James 
commented. 

After  his  time  at  MOC,  James  Cahoon 
went  on  to  other  universities  to  pursue 
a  degree  and  career  in  the  education 
field.  He  is  currently  the  assistant  super- 
intendent for  personnel  and  operations 
for  Tyrrell  County  Schools.  As  a  self-pro- 
claimed extrovert,  he  still  thinks  the  best 
thing  about  MOC  is  the  many  people  he 
has  met  and  the  friendships  that  have 
endured  over  the  years.  "My  wife  has 
been  my  best  friend  and  constant  com- 
panion over  the  last  34  years.  We  have 
grown  closer  together  over  the  years  as 
we  have  experienced  challenges,  heart- 
ache, disappointment,  love,  and  joy; 
mostly  love  and  joy.  She  has  been  an  in- 
spiration to  me  in  my  personal  life  and 
in  my  career." 

On  the  subject  of  his  family,  James 
Cahoon  is  very  outspoken,  "Kathy  and 
I  have  two  beautiful  children.  Blake,  our 


son,  was  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident  October  11,  2003,  a  month 
before  turning  19  years  old.  We  miss  him 
terribly  and  not  a  day  goes  by  without 
us  thinking  of  him.  He  continues  to  be 
in  our  thoughts  just  as  if  he  were  here 
with  us.  Also,  our  beautiful  daughter, 
Katherine,  who  means  the  world  to  us, 
is  currently  at  MOC  rooming  with  my 
former  roommate's  daughter  (Becca 
Whitley).  Kathy  and  I  are  very  proud  of 
Katherine  and  the  person  she  is 
becoming.  She  has  a  genuine  love  for  all 
people,  a  kindness  in  spirit  that  is 
remarkable,  and  a  determination  that  is 
undefeatable  in  times  of  challenge.  She 
gives  us  purpose  in  life  and  continues 
to  make  us  proud  each  and  every  day." 

His  outgoing  daughter,  Katherine 
Cahoon  is  a  freshman  FWB  student.  She 
has  attended  Sound  Side  Church  since 
she  was  born  and  she  explained  why  she 
now  attends  MOC:  "The  main  reason 
was  that  it  was  important  for  me  to 
attend  a  college  affiliated  with  my 
church.  My  church  and  my  college  both 
support  me."  Katherine  and  I  (Sarah) 
both  serve  as  MOC  Ambassadors 
together  by  meeting,  greeting,  and 
seating  guests  at  special  College  events. 
She  is  an  energetic  member  of  the  Trojan 
Softball  Team  and  she  has  proven  herself 
responsible  enough  to  be  a  part  of  the 
RHA  (Resident  Hall  Association). 

"At  MOC  I  can  be  myself,"  remarked 
Katherine.  "Having  teachers  that 
actually  care  and  having  true  friends 
around,  really  makes  a  difference."  She 
went  on  to  explain,  "Rooming  with 
Rebekah  has  been  a  blast!  Our  first 
semester  here  I  remember  we  sat  up  late 
nights  laughing  about  the  times  our 
fathers  had  together.  Her  dad  told  her 
stories  about  the  good  old  days  and  my 
dad  told  me  his.  The  most  interesting 
thing  had  to  be  the  stories  and  rooming 
with  someone  whose  father  roomed 
with  my  dad."  As  a  college  student,  it  is 
vital  to  branch  out  from  your  sheltered 
circle  and  make  friends.  I  think  that  it  is 
important  for  freshmen  to  spend  that 
initial  time  in  the  dorms  or  in  clubs,  so 
that  they  create  relationships  and  start 
to  understand  independence.  Without 
that  experience,  the  transition  from 
home  to  the  world  would  be  lonely  and 
confusing.' 

Her  roommate,  Rebekah  Whitley, 
shares  that  same  appreciation  for  the 
MOC  family:  "I  enjoy  all  my  psychology 
classes.  My  freshman  year  I  took 
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Introduction  to  Psychology  with  Dr. 
Powers,  and  from  then  on  I  was 
hooked."  Rebekah  Whitley,  a  junior  ; 
psychology  major,  is  the  historian/ 
public  relations  officer  for  Psi  Chi  (the 
national  psychological  honor  society) 
and  a  member  of  the  Concert  Choir.  The 
second  of  five  children,  Rebekah  is 
thankful  that  her  parents  have 
supported  her  college  pursuit.  "They  are 
loving  and  supportive,  and  I  am  grateful 
for  their  faith  in  me,"  she  stated. 

This  intelligent  young  lady  has  great 
plans  for  her  life,  including  completing 
her  masters  degree  in  psychology  and 
continuing  in  that  career  field  after  she 
graduates  from  MOC  in  May  of  2007. 
"My  ambition  in  life  is  to  always  be  a 
witness  to  others,  to  excel  in  my  career, 
and  to  have  a  happy  family  life," 
Rebekah  envisioned.  I  would  have  to 
say  that  she  has  already  got  the  first  one 
down-pat.  Every 'time  I  see  Rebekah  she 
is  smiling.  She  is  like  a  breath  of  fresh 
air  and  she  is  such  a  joy  to  hang  around. 
That  inviting  personality  makes  her  an 
ideal  friend  and  role-model. 

When  all  four  of  these  guys  got 
together  during  the  Alumni/ 
Homecoming  Weekend  in  2005,  they 
had  some  marvelous  times  catching  up 
and  reminiscing  on  the  past.  Rebekah 
remembered,  "It  was  neat  to  see  our 
fathers  together.  I  heard  more  of  the 
stories  Dad  used  to  tell  me  about  when 
he  and  Mr.  Cahoon  were  rooming 
together.  He  shared  some  great  ones  that 
weekend.  We  could  always  get  a  laugh 
out  of  it." 

Of  course,  I  was  intrigued  by  these 
claims  of  such  charming  tales,  so  I  asked 
the  fathers  to  send  me  some  examples 
to  include  in  this  paper.  One  of  their 
scariest  and  craziest  tales  goes  like  this: 
"I  was  doing  a  research  project  on 
Satanism  and  evil  spirits,"  said  James 
Cahoon,  "and  I  had  several  books 
checked  out  and  we  were  reading  one 
of  the  books  aloud.  All  at  once,  a  cold 
seemed  to  fill  the  room  and  Barry  and  I 
both  felt  the  presence  of  evil  in  the  room. 
We  took  the  books  and  hid  them  under 
the  stairwell  through  the  night  until  I 
could  return  them  to  the  library  the  next 
day." 

Like  the  saying  goes  "hard  times 
bring  people  together";  it  is  true. 
Whew — but  through  all  of  their 
frightening,  and  also  funny  stories, 
Barry  Whitley  and  James  Cahoon  built 


a  relationship  that  has  kept  them  friends 
for  over  25  years.  They  often  visited  with 
the  other's  family  and  many  weekends 
they  traveled  throughout  the  state  with 
the  New  Creations  (Christian  Singing 
Group). 

It  is  now  their  daughters'  turn  to  make 
memories.  Their  girls  are  both  in  choir, 
so  they  do  spend  time  together  outside 
of  the  dorms.  "We  see  a  lot  of  each  other 
there,"  stated  Rebekah.  "I  also  visited 
Katherine's  hometown  one  weekend. 
She  has  a  wonderful  family,  and  great 
friends.  We  went  fishing  in  their  boat, 
went  to  the  movies  and  a  couple  sports 
events  at  her  high  school.  It  was  a  blast." 

Rebekah  describes  herself  as  reserved, 
but  she  also  says  that  "once  I  get  to  know 
people  well  I  am  comfortable  to  be 
myself  and  have  fun."  I  wanted  to  know 
if  there  were  ever  any  conflicts  while 
sharing  a  room  and  Rebekah  was  quick 
to  reply,  "Conflicts?  Not  at  all!  Kat  is  a 
sweet  and  caring  person,  easy  to  get 
along  with."  I  was  impressed  and  I  think 
that  Rebekah  stated  exactly  what  I  was 
thinking  when  she  said,  "Kat  is  a  great 
person  and  a  strong  Christian.  Living 
with  her  this  year  has  been  a  lot  of  fun. 
Some  nights  we  start  talking,  and  I've 
found  that  Kat  gives  great  advice.  It's 


nice  to  have  a  roommate  that  you  can 
talk  to."  Sounds  like  a  sleepover  every 
night  to  me! 

Concerning  advice,  all  four  of  these 
individuals,  had  some  things  to  keep  in 
mind  when  rooming  together.  "Don't 
mess  with  their  things  unless  they  said 
it  was  okay,"  warns  Katherine.  Her 
roommate,  Rebekah,  was  always  told, 
"to  respect  the  wishes  of  others,  and  as 
long  as  that  goes  both  ways,  you  will 
both  be  happy."  Rebekah's  father,  Barry 
Whitley,  stated  that  when  sharing  a 
room,  it  is  good,  "to  be  considerate,  al- 
ways!" Mr.  James  Cahoon  probably  put 
it  best  when  he  said,  "Respect  others' 
privacy  and  differences  and  celebrate 
your  similarities." 

Katherine  Cahoon  and  her  roommate 
Rebekah  Whitley  both  think  that  MOC 
is  a  wonderful  college.  "It  provides  a 
friendly  atmosphere  in  which  you  can 
get  to  know  your  professors  and  fellow 
students  easily,"  they  said.  "There  are 
many  caring  people  here  that  have  made 
an  impact  on  our  lives  that  we  will  never 
forget." 

This  positive  influence  also  affected 
their  dads'  lives.  "I  am  a  family  man.  I 
came  from  a  very  close  and  strongly  knit 
family  that  has  its  roots  from  Saratoga, 


N.C.  I  now  have  a  family  of  seven," 
bragged  Barry  Whitley.  "I  was  adopted 
into  the  family  of  MOC  and  still  to  this 
day  have  a  very  close  and  strongly  knit 
relationship  there  as  well.  I  have  been 
blessed  to  see  my  oldest  daughter 
Rebekah  follow  in  my  steps  to  attend 
MOC.  Who  knows?  Perhaps  another 
Whitley  may  follow." 

"I  am  very  thankful  for  my  experience 
at  MOC  and  hope  that  students  who 
attend  today  can  experience  the  life 
changing  opportunities  offered  to  me  33 
years  ago,"  James  Cahoon  said 
optimistically.  "It  was  the  people  I  met 
who  made  MOC  such  a  special  place.  I 
am  a  better  person  for  having  been  there, 
not  because  of  anything  I  have  done,  but 
because  of  the  influence  these  people 
have  had  on  my  life.  Thank  you  MOC 
for  all  the  memories  and  for  the 
continued  impact  you  have.  MOC  has 
changed  my  life  forever!" 

These  people  have  proved  to  me  again 
that  this  College  really  does  go  beyond 
academics  to  ensure  that  a  well- 
rounded,  quality  citizen  is  shaped.  And 
that's  what  we  will  always  remember — 
Mount  Olive  College  Transforming 
Lives  for  the  better.  I  am  so  thankful  to 
be  here  at  this  College  and  to  be  living 
this  wonderful  legacy  right  now!  A 


More  Than  Feet 

by  the  Reverend  Mark  S.  Hobbs 


It  was  a  sunny  day  not  too  long  ago.  The  air  was 
crisp  and  cool.  My  body  was  tired  from  emotional  and 
physical  stress.  I  felt  a  soak  in  the  bathtub  would  be  a 
great  way  to  relax.  Normally,  I  get  "cleaned"  by  means 
of  a  shower.  It  was  during  my  bath  ex- 
perience that  I  made  a  discovery. 

Down  at  the  far  end  of  the  tub  just 
underneath  the  faucet  with  its  knobs,  I 
saw  two  feet  poking  out  from  the 
reaches  of  the  sudsy  water.  Suddenly, 
it  dawned  on  me — those  were  two 
good  looking  feet.  All  my  life  (to  be 
more  exact,  when  I  was  a  youngster) 
people  told  me  I  had  my  Daddy's  feet. 
Relaxing  in  my  tub,  I  felt  a  smile  break 
out  on  my  face.  "I  do  have  feet  like  my 
Dad,  and  I  am  very  proud  to  have  feet  like  his  and  to 
be  his  son."  I  wondered  how  it  was  that  my  feet  were 
so  much  like  my  Dad's.  I  decided  the  genes  for  my  good 
looking  feet  were  passed  down  to  me  from  my  Dad. 


Refreshed,  relaxed,  and  ready  to  start  again,  I  stepped 
from  the  gurgling  tub.  As  the  drain  gulped  the  last  few 
drops  of  bath  water,  I  finished  drying  my  feet.  "Gee. 
What  good  looking  feet  I  have,"  I  thought.  Suddenly,  a 
sobering  thought  ripped  through  my 
mind.  My  Dad  had  given  to  me  much 
more  than  feet — he  had  shown  me  faith 
and  love  in  God.  It  was  because  of  my 
Dad's  love  and  the  way  he  lived  his  life 
that  I  had  come  to  know  and  experi- 
ence the  love  of  God. 

My  Dad  had  given  me  feet  for  walk- 
ing physically,  but  more  importantly  he 
had  given  me  a  home  where  walking 
in  faith  with  God  was  a  daily  experi- 
ence. 

As  I  put  on  my  shoes  I  prayed,  "Lord,  enable  me  to 
live  such  a  life  that  my  family  will  know  you  as  Lord 
and  Master.  Help  me  to  give  my  children  more  than 
feet." 
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This  is  part  1  of  a  3-part  series  on 

Youth  Ministry: 


Who  Needs  It  ? 

by  the  Reverend  John  E.  Hill 
Youth  Pastor,  Little  Rock  OFWB  Church 


Over  the  years  of  correspondence  with  churches, 
pastors,  and  laity,  the  hot  issue  of  conversation  is  the 
subject  of  Youth  Ministry.  Countless  times  I  have  been 
asked  the  same  question.  "Do  you  know  anyone  who 
can  come  work  with  our  kids?"  My  immediate  and 
respectful  answer  is  "No,"  regardless  if  I  know  anyone 
or  not.  Almost  weekly  I  encounter  a  pastor  who  is  "hav- 
ing trouble"  with  his  youth  minister.  His  situations 
are  not  uncommon  to  other  churches  that  have  a 
difference  of  opinion  in  the 
method  of  reaching  children 
and  youth.  I  believe  that  nothing 
can  cause  more  anxiety  and 
conflict  than  the  hiring  of  a 
youth  minister. 

How  should  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  deal  with  this 
new  ministry  idea?  What 
should  we  know  before 
considering  the  need,  calling, 
and  work  with  youth  ministry? 
What  should  we  ask  the  young 
man  or  woman  to  do  when  he 
or  she  gets  here?  Is  it  better  to 

hire  full-time  or  part-time  youth  ministers?  Should  edu- 
cation, experience,  or  ordination  be  required  for 
youth  ministers?  How  do  our  conferences  deal  with 
the  calling  of  licensed  or  ordained  ministers  or  staff 
from  outside  the  OFWB  family?  How  should  this 
process  change?  What  creates  good  working  relation- 
ships between  the  youth  minister  and  the  church  and 
pastor? 


Some  pastors 
and  church  members 
may  expect  a 
#poof#  but  only 

receive  a 
resignation  letter. 


These  questions  are  some  we  must  consider 
before  hiring  any  new  staff  person.  Let  me  say  respect- 
fully, few  OFWB  churches  need  a  youth  minister!  But 
why  do  so  many  want  one?  There  are  some  myths 
about  youth  ministry  that  we  must  clear  up.  Let's 
list  the  mindsets: 

1.  Keeping  up  with  the  Joneses:  Many  of  our 
churches  hire  men  and  women  just  because  the 
church  down  the  street  has  one.  Usually  in  these  situ- 
ations, it  only  makes  the 
church  feel  like  they  are  doing 
a  good  job  and  growing  spiri- 
tually. In  these  churches,  one 
will  find  a  disorganized  bud- 
get, the  inability  to  pay  for  new 
staff,  and  even  more 
important  is  the  inadequate 
funding  for  programs.  As  a  rule, 
a  quality  program  would 
require  about  $4,000-$5,000; 
that  is  in  addition  to  the  salary 
for  the  new  staffperson.  Can 
your  church  devote  that  kind 
of  funding?  Few  can,  but  min- 
istry can  still  be  done  by  aggressive  "booster  club" 
fundraising. 

2.  Hiring  Merlin  the  Magician:  Some  believe  that 
hiring  a  youth  minister  will  produce  a  magical 
effect.  A  staff  person  will  be  able  to  fly  in  and  #poof  # 
you  have  kids!  That  is  a  very  delusional 
expectation.  The  results  will  be  a  let-down  for  the 
church  and  the  rise  in  conflict  between  the  youth 
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minister  and  the  church.  The  common  phrase  for  this 
conflict  is,  "He  isn't  doing  anything"  or  "She  isn't 
doing  enough."  Some  pastors  and  church  members 
may  expect  a  ❖poof  *  but  only  receive  a  resignation 
letter. 

3.  Hiring  the  Pied  Piper:  Some  believe  hiring  a 
youth  minister  is  like  hiring  the  Pied  Piper.  He  or 
she  will  walk  into  the  local  school  or  athletic  asso- 
ciation and  skip  along  singing 

"Jesus  Loves  Me"  all  the  way 
to  the  front  door  of  the  church. 
While  this  is  very  appealing  to 
me.. .it  doesn't  happen.  Not  all 
students  respond  to  any  one 
kind  of  "music"  or  youth  pro- 
gram. Some  will  respond — 
others  will  not.  This  is  not  a 
reflection  on  the  youth  minister 
or  the  church,  but  is  a  fact  of 
our  world!  Remember — not 
everyone  likes  to  shop  at  Wal- 
Mart — not  everyone  will  like 
your  program  or  church — and 
that  is  okay! 

4.  Hiring  Jesus:  Others 
believe  that  hiring  a  man  or 
woman  will  be  like  hiring  Jesus. 
What  an  expectation!  No  one 
pastor  or  church  person  is  of 
this  quality,  and  you  cannot  expect  that  from  the 
youth  minister  either.  You  may  find  that  hiring  a 
young  man  or  woman  will  result  in  lots  of  inexperi- 
ence, self-confidence  issues,  untrained  speaking 
ability,  un-kicked  habits,  and  (in  my  case)  severely 
underdeveloped  pastoral  gifts. 

5.  Hiring  a  20-year-old  with  40  years  of  experience: 
This  mistake  is  one  that  is  most  common.  We 
realize  on  paper  the  monster  of  a  task  and  the  total 
inability  to  fill  this  expectation,  but  churches  do  it  all 
the  time  to  youth  ministers  and  even  pastors.  We  can- 
not expect,  despite  its  appeal,  a  young  man  to  be  an 
Earl  Glenn  of  a  speaker,  a  De  Eakes  of  a  pastor,  with 
the  wisdom  of  a  Burkett  Raper,  and  the  biblical  and 
theological  knowledge  of  a  David  Hines  or  a  Mike 
Pelt.  Even  though  this  may  be  a  wonderful  goal — it 
is  unattainable  and  should  not  be  a  part  of  our 
expectation  from  a  youth  minister  or  pastor.  A  youth 
minister/associate  minister  is  typically  a  young 
ministerial  student  from  the  college  or  institute  seeking 


These  students 

are  seeking 
for  mentors  to 
teach  them  and 
experiences  to 
"get  under  their  belt." 
I  cannot  agree  with 
this  mentality  more! 


ordination  process.  These  students  are  seeking  for 
mentors  to  teach  them  and  experiences  to  "get 
under  their  belt."  I  cannot  agree  with  this  mentality 
more!  Some  of  my  most  defining  moments  as  a  young 
ministerial  student  were  experienced  at  the  side  of 
three  experienced  pastors.  I  experienced  joy,  crisis, 
anger,  frustration,  stress,  sadness,  and  great  success. 
I  witnessed  the  pastoral  job  with  first  hand  knowledge 

and  felt  the  impact  of  my 
pastoral  offerings.  However, 
not  all  of  the  process  has  been 
"peaches  and  cream."  There- 
fore, from  one  outspoken 
youth  pastor  to  everyone, 
these  are  some  things  the  pas- 
tor and  church  may  need  to 
understand... 

1.  We  are  learning!  We  are 
not  perfect  and  far  from  excel- 
lent but  we're  trying  (I  hope 
that  is  all  of  us).  Teach  us  some 
things  not  by  ramming  it 
down  our  throats  or  through 
hours  of  endless  gripes  and 
complaints.  But  rather — show 
us  what  you  would  have  us  to 
know.  Stanley  Hauerwas  said, 
"We  learn  how  to  be  Christian 
by  watching  those  who  do  it 
well."  We  also  learn  how  to  be  better  pastors  by 
watching  other  pastors  doing  ministry  well! 

2.  Cragmont  and  Vandemere  retreats  are  still 
work!  It  may  not  appear  to  be  work;  but,  we  are 
working.  Those  camp  weeks  are  devoted  to  student 
ministry.  Many  times  youth  ministers /directors  do 
90%  of  their  ministry  at  camp  weeks  when  parents 
and  school  are  out  of  the  way.  Once  students  get  away 
from  the  distractions  of  life,  commitments  to  Christ 
are  rather  easy.  Students  are  more  willing  to  talk 
about  family  struggles  and  personal  lifestyle  ques- 
tions. Much  of  their  life  is  spent  looking  for  "who 
they  are" — personal  identity.  These  camps  and  other 
retreats  are  the  times  when  we  deal  specifically  with 
those  issues. 

3.  The  pastor(s)  must  be  mature  in  their  calling! 
Some  pastors  are  not  satisfied  with  who  they  are  as 
a  leader,  comfortable  with  their  divine  calling,  or  in 
their  ministry  style.  This  hinders  them  from  working 
with  another  minister.  Sometimes  competition  arises 


to  sharpen  ministerial  skills  before  or  during  the     between  staff  and  divisions  within  the  church  are 
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formed.  Camps  begin  to  form — those  in  favor  of  the 
pastor  and  those  in  favor  of  the  staff  member.  This  is 
very  dangerous  and  can  grow  like  a  cancer  that  will 
eventually  over  take  the  church.  Both  the  pastor  and 
the  staff  members  must  not  only  appear  to  be  in  unity, 
but  must  actually  exist  in  unity  of  spirit  and  purpose. 
You  may  not  like  the  staff  person,  but  you  have  to 
work  with  them.  Church  persons  can  recognize 
backstabbing  and  sabotaged 
ministry  programs  when  they 
see  it.  Both  pastors  must  realize 
that  both  are  called  to  love 
people  and  share  the  Gospel 
with  them  within  the  param- 
eters of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  code  of  ethics,  the 
Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles 
of  Church  Government,  and 
conference  jurisdiction  and 
legislation. 

4.  Youth  ministry  is  not 
event  planning,  babysitting, 
or  entertaining!  Many 
churches  search  for  young 
men  or  women  to  plan  "stuff" 
for  their  children  and  youth. 
They  try  to  ONLY  entertain 
the  students  by  flashy  pro- 
grams and  grownups  using 
this  foreign  youth  culture 
language.  It  is  at  this  point  that 

you  are  not  looking  for  a  youth  minister,  but  rather  an 
activities  coordinator.  Ministry  is  not  done  on  a 
rollercoaster  or  on  the  laser-tag  course!  It  is  done  in 
the  relationships  of  the  staff  person  and  the  youth. 
Forgive  me  NOT,  when  I  refuse  to  be  asked  to  wear 
a  rainbow  clown  wig  with  a  big  red  nose  and  to  be 
hit  in  the  face  with  a  cream  pie  or  put  in  a  dunk-tank 
filled  with  clam  chowder  all  because  one  kid  brought 
two  visitors  during  the  week  of  Vacation  Bible  School. 
I  have  seven  years  experience  in  ministry,  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  Religion,  three-fourths  of  a  Master  of  Divinity 
in  Christian  Education,  and  an  ordination  from  the 
Eastern  Conference  that  tell  me  THAT'S  NOT 
MINISTRY!  I  will  never  apologize  for  defending 
others  for  not  bowing  to  the  altar  of  the  Adrenaline 
rush  or  the  almighty  idol  of  public  disgrace. 

5.  Ministry  is  ALL  about  RELATIONSHIPS!  It 
may  not  appear  to  be  work,  but  it  is!  Visits  at  the 


Both  the  pastor 
and  the  staff  members 
must  not  only  appear 

to  be  in  unity,  but 
must  actually  exist  in 
unity  of  spirit  and 
purpose.  You  may 
not  like  the  staff 
person,  but  you  have 
to  work  with  them. 


local  school(s),  appearances  at  school  functions, 
attending  all  possible  sport  events  to  cheer  your 
students,  and  home  visits  are  a  BIG  part  of  the  job. 
We  must  remember  that  60%  of  the  job  is  in  making 
connections  with  students  in  whatever  way 
possible.  That  may  be  through  the  use  of  Internet  chat 
rooms,  instant  messengers,  cards,  basketball  games, 
eating  lunch  with  your  students,  or  just  "hanging" 

around  with  them.  The  other 
30%  of  the  job  is  spent  plan- 
ning, preparing  for  lessons, 
and  scheduling  events.  (Yes,  I 
do  realize  that  is  only  90%.) 
The  remaining  10%  is  spent  for 
self!  Personal  devotion  time 
spent  talking  to  God,  praying 
for  the  students,  and  searching 
for  God's  intention  for  the 
church,  youth  group,  and  per- 
sonal growth.  This  time  is 
spent  in  the  "office  on  company 
time!"  Other  personal  time 
could  be  taken  while  at  home 
or  while  on  vacation,  but  we 
need  this  time  to  prepare  us 
for  the  day's  work  that  lies 
ahead. 

Youth  ministry  can  be  a 
beloved  thing  that  can  result 
in  great  rewards  for  the  church 
and  the  universal  body  of 
Christ.  But  there  are  serious  questions  and  param- 
eters that  must  be  set  forth  to  provide  some  structure 
for  the  church  and  conferences.  In  Part  Two  of  this 
series,  I  will  seek  to  address  issues  regarding  how 
the  youth  minister  should  work  with  the  local  church 
and  how  the  senior  pastor  should  work  with  the 
youth  minister.  Part  Three  will  investigate  and  pose 
questions  on  how  the  conferences,  convention,  and 
churches  should  respond  to  this  growing  need  for 
youth  ministry  and  youth  ministers.  A 


J  invite  your  questions  and  comments  regarding  this  issue.  I 
love  to  correspond  with  others!  You  may  reach  me  via  e-mail  at 
<johnhill@bbnp.com>  or  by  contacting  the  church  office  at 
(252)239-0361. 
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ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
ESTABLISH  FOUNDATION 


YV 
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Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us,  leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
and  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way  for  those  who  come  after  us. 

Y'J (        ■  Submitted  by  Dr.  IV.  Burkcttc  Rapcr 

2005  a.d.  Adapted  from  article  by  Mike  Rouse,  special  feature  to  Goldsboro  News-Argus. 


Leaders  of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination 
have  announced  the  establishment  of  the  North  Carolina 
Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries.  It  will  be  an  appa- 
ratus for  funding  ministries  within  the  denomination  and 
other  charities  or  movements  that  are  Christian  in  nature. 
The  major  focus  of  the  foundation  is  the  development  of 
endowed  funds  for  the  perpetual  support  of  ministries 
and  charitable  causes  chosen  by  the  donors. 

The  organizers  held  a  banquet  on  April  25  at  Hull  Road 
Church  near  Show  Hill  to  introduce  the  foundation  to  pas- 
tors and  other  church  leaders  and  to  announce  a  major 
gift— $1,218,000. 

The  donors  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnie  E.  Lassiter  of 
Selma.  They  established  the  Donnie  E.  and  Linda  Vann 
Lassiter  Family  Endowment.  The  fund  will  provide  schol- 
arships for  a  variety  of  educational  institutions,  includ- 
ing Mount  Olive  College,  East  Carolina  University,  and 
Johnston  Community  College.  It  also  will  finance  the  edu- 
cation of  ministerial  students,  home-schooled  children, 
and  students  at  North  Johnston  High  School  who  wish  to 
advance  their  education. 

It  will  not  be  restricted  to  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
but  most  of  it  will  be  for  students  in  the  denomination.  "I 
have  been  a  Free  Will  Baptist  since  I  was  old  enough  for 
my  mother  to  put  me  in  the  car  and  take  me  to  church," 
Donnie  Lassiter  said  at  the  Foundation  meeting. 

The  Lassiters  are  Johnston  County  natives.  Donnie 
Lassiter  is  the  co-founder  of  Heartland  Payment  Systems, 
Inc.,  a  company  that  processes  credit  cards  and  payrolls 
for  more  than  100,000  merchants. 

Another  donor,  Donald  Ribeiro,  a  minister  and  physi- 
cian who  lives  in  Maury,  has  established  a  million-dollar 
estate  gift  to  the  foundation  through  life  insurance. 

Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  a  former  chairman  of  the  religion 
department  at  Mount  Olive  College,  became  the  first  per- 
son honored  with  an  endowment  through  the  foundation. 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  who  presided  at  the  banquet,  an- 
nounced that  an  endowed  scholarship  fund  in  excess  of 
$12,000  had  been  established  in  Pelt's  name  for  divinity 
school  scholarships.  Pelt  was  one  of  the  first  members  of 
the  Mount  Olive  College  faculty.  He  worked  there  from 
1957  to  1994  and  since  then  has  been  involved  in  other 
church  activities,  including  writing  a  history  of  the 
denomination. 


Footprints  In  A  Magnanimous  Investment  For  Education  and 
Christian  Ministries — Pictured  L  to  R:  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
Don  E.  Lassiter  and  his  wife,  Linda  Vann  Lassiter 


Students,  Colleagues,  Friends,  and  Churches  established  The 
Michael  Riley  Pelt  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund — Pictured  L-R: 
The  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood,  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt  and  his  wife,  Betty 
Pelt. 
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OTHER  ENDOWED  FUNDS 

An  endowed  fund  in  the  amount  of  $10,419  from  an  anonymous  donor  with  the  income  used  as  determined  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Foundation. 

Mae  Haddock  Endowed  Fund  totaling  $12,000  by  Dr.  Donald  Ribeiro  for  Ormondsviile  Church  (Greene  County)  with 
the  income  used  for  the  youth  program. 

Funds  announced  to  date  by  the  Donnie  E.  and  Linda  Vann  Lassiter  Family  Endowment  include: 

An  endowed  scholarship  fund  in  the  amount  of  $125,000  for  undergraduate  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  stu- 
dents preparing  for  Christian  ministry  at  any  location  of  Mount  Olive  College  in  either  its  traditional  or 
modular  curriculum 

An  endowed  scholarship  fund  in  the  amount  of  $125,000  for  undergraduate  studies  in  liberal  arts  at  Mount 
Olive  College 

An  endowed  scholarship  fund  in  the  amount  of  $100,000  for  graduate  studies  in  theological  education  for 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  students  preparing  for  Christian  ministry 

A  reserve  fund  in  the  amount  of  $1 00,000  for  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries  to  be 
used  as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors 

Other  endowed  scholarship  funds  will  be  announced  later. 


The  North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Minis- 
tries was  conceived  by  Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  who  retired 
after  serving  40  years  as  president  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. The  seven-member  board  of  directors  elected  him 
as  president  of  the  foundation.  The  other  board  members 
are  Lassiter;  Ribeiro;  Charles  "Sonny"  McLawhorn  Jr. 
(lawyer)  of  Greenville;  the  Rev.  Ronnie  V.  Hobgood,  pas- 
tor of  the  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Greenville;  the 
Rev.  Walter  Reynolds  of  Greene  County  (president  of  the 
Church  Finance  Association);  and  Judy  H.  Thaanum  of 
Vandemere  (president  of  the  Bayboro  Dehydration  Co). 

"What  we  are  doing  tonight  is  equal  in  significance  to 
the  future  of  our  church  as  the  founding  of  the  College," 
Raper  said. 

Like  community  foundation,  the  new  foundation  will 
allow  donors  to  give  amounts  of  any  size  with  proceeds 
distributed  as  they  wish  to  charities  that  are  tax-exempt. 
It  will  be  a  reservoir  for  a  large  number  of  donations,  giv- 
ing the  foundation  the  leverage  of  a  large  sum  of  money, 
which  can  yield  greater  returns  through  interest  and  divi- 
dends than  small  amounts. 

Lassiter,  who  spoke  on  the  fiscal  aspects  of  the  founda- 
tion, said  he  expects  that  proceeds  will  be  distributed  at 
the  annual  rate  of  5  percent  of  the  principal  of  the  en- 
dowed funds. 

The  foundation  has  received  $1,270,055  so  far  from  41 
donors. 


Eligible  beneficiaries  under  the  foundation's  charter  are: 

•  ministries  affiliated  with  the  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists 

•  local  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 

•  and  other  educational,  charitable,  humanitarian,  and 
literary  purposes  consistent  with  the  Christian  faith. 

The  president  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, the  Rev.  Fred  Baker  of  Sampson  County,  said  the  an- 
nouncement was  "one  of  the  most  exciting  things  of  my 
lifetime." 


The  Summary  of  Gifts,  Pledges 
and  Planned  Gift  to  the  Foundation 
Through  April  25,  2006  include: 

Gifts  $1,270,055 
Balance  on  Pledges  for 

Pelt  Endowed  Fund  975 
Planned  Gift  (Life  Insurance)  1,000,000 
Grand  Total  $2,271,030 
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AN  EXPLANATION  OF  PENTECOST 
SUNDAY  AND  ORDINARY  TIME 

by  Marci  R.  Rollins-Smart 


You  may  be  asking,  "What  exactly  is  Pentecost  Sunday?" 
(celebrated  this  year  on  Sunday,  June  4).  When  many  of  us 
hear  the  term  "Pentecost,"  we  think  of  Pentecostal  denomi- 
nations and  want  to  turn  and  run  the  other  way  However, 
celebrating  Pentecost  Sunday  does  not  mean  you  believe 
in  speaking  in  tongues. 

The  word  "Pentecost"  comes  from  the  Greek  word, 
"pentekoste"  meaning  "fiftieth."  Prior  to  the  celebra- 
tion following  Jesus'  Resurrection,  the  festival  was 
known  as  "the  feast  of  Weeks,"  "the  feast  of  the  Har- 
vest," and  "the  feast  of  the  first  fruits."  It  was  cel- 
ebrated seven  complete  weeks,  or  fifty  days,  fol- 
lowing the  Passover  and  signified  the  end  of  the 
harvest  of  the  grains.  The  first  loaves  made  from 
the  newly  harvested  grain  were  offered  as  a  sacri- 
fice to  God.  Old  Testament  Scripture  passages  that 
refer  to  this  celebration  include  Exodus  23:16,  34:22, 
Leviticus  23:15-17,  Numbers  28:26,  Deuteronomy  16:10, 16, 
and  2  Chronicles  8:13. 

Following  the  events  recorded  in  Acts  2:1-A\,  the  Chris- 
tian Church  began  celebrating  Pentecost  on  the  Sunday  clos- 
est to  the  fiftieth  day  after  Easter.  (The  time  from  Easter  Sun- 
day until  Pentecost  Sunday  is  known  at  the  Easter  Season.) 
The  passage  in  Acts  tells  of  when  the  Holy  Spirit  descended 
upon  the  apostles  and  all  the  people  gathered  with  them  in 


the  house.  On  that  day,  the  apostles  were  able  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  everyone  in  their  own  language. 

For  this  reason,  there  traditionally  has  been  an  emphasis 
on  evangelism  on  Pentecost  Sunday.  Many  churches  have 
used  this  Sunday  to  perform  baptisms  of  new  converts.  Sym- 
bolically, Pentecost  Sunday  is  celebrated  by  using  red 
paraments  (on  the  pulpit,  communion  table,  etc.)  and 
stoles,  and  imagery  of  fire  and  doves.  Fire  represents 
the  zeal  and  passion  produced  by  the  use  of  fans  or 
the  opening  of  doors  or  windows. 

Appropriate  Scripture  readings  (in  addition  to  the 
passages  already  mentioned)  include  Genesis  11:1- 
9,  Numbers  11:24-30,  Psalm  104:1-35,  Isaiah  32:15- 
17,  Ezekiel  37:1-14,  Joel  2:28-29, 1  John  4:1-4,  and 
1  Corinthians  12:1-31. 

The  Church  Season  following  Pentecost  is  known 
as  "The  Season  After  Pentecost,"  "Kingdomtide," 
"Deminiontide,"  or  "Ordinary  Time."  It  begns  the  day 
following  Pentecost  Sunday  and  ends  the  first  Sunday  of 
Advent.  During  this  time,  appropriate  Scripture  readings  and 
sermon  texts  include  passages  on  the  church's  general  mis- 
sion in  the  church.  The  color  for  this  time  period  in  green, 
representing  "life."  Special  occasions  during  this  church  sea- 
son include  "Trinity  Sunday"  (the  Sunday  after  Pentecost 
Sunday)  and  "All  Saints'  Day"  (November  1). 


REMEMBER 

by  Emily  Hefner,  Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn,  North  Carolina 


Don't  take  the  things  you  love  for  granted. 
They  may  not  be  here  tomorrow. 
Don't  cause  the  people  you  love  to  live  with  pain  and  sorrow. 
.  Don't  go  so  fast  that  you  can't  see  the  little  things  in  life. 
Don't  live  the  way  you  shouldn't 
for  it  will  only  cause  you  strife. 
Don't  lose  your  way  in  this  world.  It  is  here  for  just  a  while. 
And  it's  mostly  full  of  heartache — don't  let  that  be  your  style. 
Don't  fail  to  say,  "I  love  you"  to  the  ones  who  matter  most, 

For  the  chance  of  tomorrow  none  of  us  can  boast. 
Don't  lose  sight  of  the  promise  God  gave  you  in  His  Son, 
For  this  life  is  only  the  start  of  what 
you'll  have  when  your  race  is  run. 
Don't  leave  a  friendship  unbroken  if  it  can  possibly  be  restored, 
For  friends  are  one  of  those  blessings  given  to  us  by  the  Lord. 
Don't  forget  to  smell  the  roses  as  you  pass  along  life's  way. 
Don't  forget  to  watch  a  sunset,  for  it  may  be  cloudy  one  day. 

Don't  forget  to  tell  your  father  that  he  is  so  special  to  you. 
Don't  forget  to  tell  him  thanks,  for  one  day,  he'll  be  gone,  too. 
Don't  forget  to  hug  your  mother  and  tell  her  you  love  her  as  well, 
For  someday  you  may  look 
for  her  just  to  find  that  her  ship  has  sailed. 
Don't  forget  to  love  your  neighbor. 
Don't  forget  to  help  the  poor. 
Don't  forget  to  go  to  church  before  Jesus  shuts  the  door. 


Don't  forget  to  hug  your  children.  They  need  to  know  you  care. 
God  loaned  them  to  you  for  a  moment 
'til  He  calls  them  to  meet  Him  up  there. 
Don't  forget  to  remember  to  show  those  you  love  that  you  do, 
For  they  can  be  gone  in  a  moment  and,  without  them, 
what  would  you  do? 
We  are  all  just  here  for  a  brief  time.  Make  the  most  of  every  day. 
Tell  all  those  you  love  that  you  love  them, 
even  strangers  who  may  cross  your  way. 
For  sometimes  God  sends  an  angel  to  see 
how  we'll  treat  those  unknown. 
Make  sure  you  love  them  as  equals 
so  a  seed  of  His  love  can  be  sown. 
Look  around  you.  Who  is  it  you  love? 
Have  you  told  them  today  that  you  do?  Look  around. 
Tell  them  while  they  are  here, 
For  one  day  they  will  not  be  with  you. 
And  don't  forget  to  accept  Christ  as  Savior, 
for  without  Him,  all  else  is  lost. 
Take  Him  as  Lord  of  your  life  right  now. 
He's  free.  Jesus  paid  the  cost. 
Let  Him  love  you  and  help  you  in  all  things, 
and  your  life  will  not  be  the  same. 
Whatever  you  forget  to  remember, 
just  remember  to  REMEMER  HIS  NAME. 
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Raising  Ebenezer 

by  Gary  A.  Parrett 

(Originally  printed  in  the  January  2006  edition  of  Christianity  Today.  Reprinted  with  permission.) 


One  of  my  mini-crusades  recently  has  been  try- 
ing to  help  raise  Ebenezer.  I  seize  every  oppor- 
tunity to  publicly  lament  modern  revisions  of  that 
beloved  hymn,  "Come,  Thou  Fount  of  Every  Blessing," 
written  by  Robert  Robinson  in  1758.  The  revisions  all 
seem  to  agree  on  deleting  "Ebenezer"  from  the  hymn's 
second  verse,  which  begins,  "Here  I  raise  mine 
Ebenezer."  Some  of  the  "improvements"  offered 
through  the  years  include:  "Hitherto  thy  love  has  blest 
me,"  "Here  by  grace  your  love  has  brought  me,"  and 
"Here  I  raise  to  thee  an  altar." 

Why  protest  such  efforts  to  make  the  great  hymn's 
message  more  accessible  to  very-likely-to-miss-the- 
point  worshipers  today?  After  all,  the  word  Ebenezer 
likely  calls  to  mind  that  old  curmudgeon  Ebenezer 
Scrooge. 

But  protest  I  must,  for  several  reasons. 

First,  I  protest  on  artistic  grounds.  As  a 
hymn  writer  myself,  I  imagine  Robinson  felt 
he  had  found  just  the  right  expression  to  say 
what  needed  to  be  said.  His  phrasing,  in  this 
case,  was  succinct,  biblical,  pointed, 
poignant,  and  poetic:  "Here  I  raise  mine 
Ebenezer." 

Second,  the  revisions  are,  at  best, 
inconsistent  attempts  to  be  culturally  rel- 
evant. How  can  the  revisers  leave  in  words 
like  hither  and  fetter,  as  they  typically  do, 
while  Ebenezer  is  heartlessly  expunged? 

Third,  I  protest  on  biblical  grounds.  Robinson's  choice 
of  Ebenezer  (which  means  "stone  of  help")  is  a  refer- 
ence to  1  Samuel  7:12.  After  the  Lord  had  given  a  great 
victory  to  Israel,  "Samuel  took  a  stone  and  ...  named  it 
Ebenezer,  saying,  'Thus  far  has  the  Lord  helped  us.'" 

This  single  word  ushers  the  worshiper  into  both  the 
biblical  episode  and  the  greater  narrative  of  God's  re- 
demptive dealings  with  his  people.  It  points  us,  also,  to 
Robinson's  dramatic  conversion  three  years  before  he 
penned  the  hymn,  inviting  us  to  reflect  upon  our  own 
stories  and  to  remember  God's  faithful  dealings  with 
us.  By  removing  the  word  from  the  hymn,  we  likely 
remove  it  from  believers'  vocabularies  and  from  our 
treasury  of  spiritual  resources. 

Finally,  I  protest  as  a  Christian  educator.  What  we 
have  in  such  revisions  is  the  worst  sort  of 
accommodation,  even  contribution,  to  biblical  illiteracy. 
Our  faith  is  filled  with  names  and  terms  that  were  un- 
familiar to  us  when  we  joined  the  family — atonement, 


propitiation,  Sabbath,  Passover,  Melchizedek.  What  are 
we  to  do  with  such  terms?  We  teach!  How  difficult 
would  it  be  to  simply  explain  the  reference  to  Ebenezer? 

Other  types  of  hymn  revisions  are  even  more  trou- 
bling. Consider  the  many  choruses  that  have  lifted  titles 
or  phrases  from  hymns  of  earlier  days.  "Jesus,  lover  of 
my  soul"  has  turned  up  in  a  number  of  contemporary 
songs.  In  one  such  song,  the  worshiper  is  invited  to 
promise  Jesus  that  "I  will  never  let  you  go"  and  "I  will 
worship  you  until  the  very  end."  The  original,  written 
in  1752  by  Charles  Wesley,  could  not  be  more  different 
in  emphasis.  "Hide  me,  O  my  Savior  hide,  till  the  storm 
of  life  be  past"  and  "Other  refuge  have  I  none,  hangs 
my  helpless  soul  on  thee"  are  cries  of  utter  dependence 
upon  God's  faithfulness,  not  promises  of  our  deter- 
mined faithfulness  to  God. 

Generally  speaking,  we  are  misguided  to 
attempt  to  improve  hymn  texts.  Of  course, 
we  cannot  assume  that  hymnists  of  old  were 
more  spiritual  than  their  contemporary 
counterparts  (stories  tell  of  Robinson  pain- 
fully fulfilling  his  words,  "Prone  to  wander, 
Lord,  I  feel  it").  Yet  most  seem  to  have  known 
their  Bibles  far  better  than  we  do.  Frances 
Ridley  Havergal,  author  of  "Take  My  Life 
and  Let  It  Be"  and  "Like  a  River  Glorious," 
was  a  Scripture-soaked  woman.  We  are  told 
she  memorized  large  portions  of  Scripture.  I 
fear  today  we  are  too  distracted  to  produce  many  such 
songwriters. 

Thankfully,  there  are  better  ways  to  approach  our 
inherited  hymnody.  Many  artists  are  using  their  cre- 
ative gifts  to  write  new  tunes  or  arrangements  for  rich 
but  forgotten  texts  of  old.  Others  are  writing  theologi- 
cally and  spiritually  weighty  choruses  and  hymns  that 
complement  them. 

Those  who  lead  us  in  worship  music  could  make 
hymns  more  accessible  by  noting  the  scriptural  basis 
of  a  song  for  the  congregation,  by  introducing  unfamil- 
iar terms  and  concepts,  and  by  familiarizing  worship- 
ers with  the  story  of  a  hymn's  composer.  Rather  than 
trying  to  rewrite  these  treasures  or,  worse,  relegating 
them  to  the  sea  of  forgetfulness,  let  us  raise  high  the 
Ebenezers  of  old  with  humility  and  deep  gratitude. 


Gary  A.  Parrett  is  associate  professor  of  educational  minis- 
tries and  worship  at  Gordon-Comvell  Theological  Seminary. 


By  removing  a 
word  from  a 
hymn,  we  likely 

remove  it 
from  believers' 
vocabularies  and 
from  our  treasury 
of  spiritual 
resources. 
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JUNE  IS  CRAGMONT  MONTH 


"BED,  BREAKFAST 
&  BLESSINGS" 
JULY  2-9,  2006 

This  summer  offering  has  become  very  popular  for 
vacationing  families  desiring  to  spend  time  in  the  moun- 
tains of  North  Carolina.  You  may  spend  the  entire  week 
or  any  part  of  it.  The  cost  is  $20  per  person/ per  day 
which  includes  a  night's  accommodation  and  breakfast. 
Cragmont  Club  membership  benefits  may  be  used. 

Bed:  Come  to  Cragmont  for  a  place  of  rest  and 
relaxation. 

Breakfast:  Have  a  hearty  meal  to  start  your  day. 
Blessing:  Listen  to  inspiring  words  before  you  be- 
gin your  day's  adventures. 

For  more  information  or  details  about  this  unique  sum- 
mer offering  for  vacationing  families,  call  our  toll  free  number 
(877)  669-7677,  or  e-mail  <Cragmont@charter.net>. 


Fill  out  and  Return 


Name 


Address 

Dates   

Phone  _ 


Ground  Level 


yes 


no 


(A  deposit  of  $20  per  person  is  required 
payable  to  Cragmont) 

Return  to:  Cragmont,  1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 


TRACTOR  PULL  SUCCESS 

The  rains  came  on  Friday  night  to  dampen  the  spirits 
of  those  who  looked  forward  to  seeing  the  mini  tractors  - 
but  Saturday  was  a  beautiful  day  filled  with  food,  fun, 
and  family  fellowship.  The  old  antique  tractors  puttered 
along  and  the  super  modified  giants  filled  the  air  with 
smoke  and  noise  to  the  joy  of 
all  who  came  and  shared  this 
event. 

Many  thanks  go  out  to  the 
Bethel  Church  Men's  Fellow- 
ship for  again  co-sponsoring 
this  event,  to  a  truly  hard 
working  event  committee  for 

weeks  of  dedicated  work  and  preparation,  to  the  many 
groups  and  individuals  who  volunteered  their  time  to  help 
do  everything  from  park  cars  to  cook  and  serve,  to  the 
many  churches,  organizations,  businesses,  and  individu- 
als who  supported  us,  and  to  all  who  came  and  had  a 
great  time.  Because  of  all  who  helped,  this  event  raised 
over  $10,000  for  Cragmont! 


HAS  CRAGMONT 
VISITED  YOUR  CHURCH? 

How  long  has  it  been  since  a  representative  from 
Cragmont  shared  the  many  happenings  and  ministry 
opportunities  with  your  church?  Bryant  Hines,  our  Plan- 
ning and  Marketing  Director,  would  appreciate  the  op- 
portunity to  visit  your  church  and  share  the  ministry  that 
is  Cragmont.  He  is  available  Sunday  mornings  and  eve- 
nings, Wednesdays,  or  any  evening  your  group  or  orga- 
nization meets.  He  can  be  reached  at  (252)  633-2683  or 
(252)  670-8424  (cell)  or  e-mail  <bryanthines5@aol.com>. 


HOLLIFIELD  HOUSE  UPDATE 

The  list  is  long  as  to  the  many  improvements  completed  on  this  project.  On  the  outside,  the  new  roof,  new  vinyl  siding, 
and  new  windows  give  the  house  protection  and  appeal.  On  the  inside,  improvements  include  the  addition  of  a  second 
bathroom,  new  flooring  and  ceilings,  and  fresh  paint  all  around.  Soon  to  be  completed  will  be  the  central  heat  and  air 
conditioning.  Many  thanks  go  out  to  our  friends  with  our  Disaster  Relief  Team,  the  men  from  Soundside  Church,  Bill  Keen 
and  Tim  Stocks,  De  Eakes,  Ray  Wells,  Lyn  Renfrow,  and  all  who  came  and  gave  their  time  and  efforts  to  accomplish  these 
much  needed  renovations!  The  Hollifield  House  is  now  available  for  summer  rental — weekday  or  weekend.  Call  Cragmont 
toll  free  at  (877)  669-7677  for  further  information. 
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FIRST  BUILDING  OF  NEW  HEIGHTS 
PHASE  II  ALMOST  COMPLETE 

At  the  time  of  this  writing  the  first  new  building  of  New  Heights  Phase  II  is  almost  complete  and  is  sched- 
uled to  be  used  this  camping  season.  This  is  a  building  that  will  give  us  40  more  sleeping  spaces  plus  a  large 
meeting  room.  We  have  borrowed  $550,000  which  will  allow  us  to  complete  the  construction  and  furnish  the 
rooms  with  bedding  and  furniture. 

We  thank  everyone  for  all  of  the  prayers  and  support  that  have  helped  to  make  this  much  needed  building  a 
reality! 
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VOLUNTARY  HELP 

by  Andy  R.  Segay,  Pastor 

On  February  4,  11,  and  18,  2006,  God  greatly  blessed  the  Emmanuel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  San  Pedro,  Puerto 
Princesa  City,  in  collaboration  with  our  Vietnamese  Christian  friends  in  the  name  of  Mai-Mai  and  Phat  Nguyen.  They 
shared  their  dry  goods,  toys,  and  100  kilos  of  rice  with  the  selected  indigent  people  in  the  three  Barangays  namely,  San 
Pedro,  San  Manuel,  and  San  Miguel,  Puerto  Princesa  City.  On  the  first  day,  about  26  families  benefited  with  assorted 
clothes,  toys  and  five  kilos  of  rice  inside  of  each  plastic  bag.  We  are  so  grateful  to  the  Lord  that  we  have  a  friend  who 
was  touched  by  God  to  shared  with  others  and  used  our  church  as  a  vessel  of  the  blessings  they  had  from  God.  Along 
with  the  giving  of  the  material  things,  we  simply  shared  with  them  the  love  of  God  and  told  them  the  provision  He  had 
made  on  the  part  of  our  salvation. 


Ma'am  Letty  f.  Segay  Pastor  Andy  Segay 
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CURLY  WAVES  IN  SILVER 

by  Tezdjan  N.  Murtazova 

When  people  come  to  our  office,  they  often  ask: 
"Why  doesn't  Willem  have  a  hair  cut?"  I  explain  to 
everybody  that  Willem  will  cut  his  hair  when  we 
receive  the  possibilities  to  buy  land  to  build  on.  Ex- 
plaining to  them:  "It  is  a  kind  of  silent  protest;  since 
we  are  forced  to  serve  God  and  His  people  with 
very  limited  space,  which  hinders  our  development 
as  the  Body  of  Christ  and  limits  our  activities  to 
teach  the  people  the  Word  of  God."  With  his  present 
hair  Willem  looks  like  a  first  class  rebel.  However, 
if  he  rebels,  it  is  for  the  Lord  and  His  Kingdom.  Yet, 
he  does  not  mind — because  of  his  hair  many  people 
sympathize  with  us.  Also,  Muslims  have  heard 
about  our  need  of  land  and  consider  our  work  posi- 
tively. 

May  God  bless  our  prayers,  our  ministry,  and  all 
that  we  plan  to  do  to  the  Glory  of  His  Name. 

This  news  just  in:  Praise  the  Lord!  The  land  has  been  purchased  and  Willem  has  had  a  haircut. 


LEMONADE  AND  A  BOX  OF  CHOCOLATE 

by  Tezdjan  N.  Murtazova 


Edi-e  regularly  attends  Bible  lessons  and  Sunday  classes. 


After  Medji  leads  the  children  and  youth  groups,  all 
the  children  and  youth  have  learned  that  they  can  come 
to  me  only  when  sincere  problems  have  to  be  solved. 
One  evening  somebody  knocked  at  my  door.  It  was 
Edi-e,  a  13-year-old.  She  comes  from  an  extremely  poor 
family.  Our  church  helps  her  and  a  dozen  other  chil- 
dren with  school  materials  and  during  the  cold  winter 
days  with  food.  Edi-e  and  her  brother  are  attending 
our  Bible  lessons  and  Sunday  classes  regularly.  Her 
eyes  were  swollen.  When  I  asked  her  why,  she  said,  "I 
weep  and  pray  to  Jesus.  I  weep  and  pray  to  Jesus.  I  tell 
Him,  my  sweet  Jesus  if  I  would  just  be  able  to  kiss  your 
dusty  feet,  and  if  You  would  just  hear  my  prayer,  my 
sweet  Jesus."  I  asked  her,  "What  are  you  praying  for?" 
"After  two  days  it  is  my  birthday.  My  friends  know 
about  it  and  they  all  will  come,  but  my  table  is  empty. 
I  will  wash  and  clean  my  glasses.  I  will  clean  the  table- 
cloth, but  I  have  nothing  to  offer  them.  It  makes  me  so 


sad.  I  pray  day  and  night  to  Jesus,  even  at  school,  to  help  me,  but  up  to  now,  no  result.  Please  help  me  with  a  bottle 
of  lemonade  and  a  box  of  chocolate!  In  many  years  I  was  not  able  to  celebrate  my  birthday." 

Long  ago  we  have  decided  not  to  help  anybody  with  weddings  and  birthday  parties.  But  when  Willem  heard 
the  story  he  promised  me  to  help  the  girl,  only  if  I  would  buy  the  products.  She  was  so  happy  with  her  lemonade 
and  box  of  chocolate,  which  was  worth  about  five  dollars.  Edi-e's  table  was  filled  to  celebrate  her  fourteenth 
birthday.  What  a  wonderful  Lord  we  serve;  from  Him  is  the  care  and  His  mercies  are  with  us.  Praises  be  to  Him 
who  is  at  our  side. 
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"GOD  IS  GOOD  ALL  THE  TIME" 


by  Lenny  F.  Vihas 

Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in  the  name  of  thanksgiving  (Colossians  4:2). 


Education  Department— Prayer  Day  Education  Department— Prayer  Day 


Valentine's  Day — Palawan  Bible  College  students  sing  a  special 
song: 


Winners  of  "King  and  Queen,"  "Broken  Heart,"  and  "Know- 
ing Your  Parents." 


On  February  3,  2006,  the  Education  Department  of 
Palawan  Bible  College  held  a  Day  of  Prayer.  The  speaker 
was  the  Rev.  Andrino  Segay,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Everyone  joined  because  it  was  our  time  to  com- 
municate with  God,  who  answers  all  our  prayers.  Prayer 
is  essential  for  every  Christian  and  for  the  growth  of  the 
church. 

On  February  11,  2006,  the  Palawan  Bible  College  and 
Kindergarten  celebrated  Valentine's  Day.  The  students  of 
Palawan  Bible  College  offered  special  music.  Pastor  Bobby 
Marquez  gave  a  special  message  on  love.  Our  hearts  were 
warmed  by  his  message. 

Winners  were  chosen  for  "Knowing  Your  Parents," 
"Broken  Heart,"  and  "King  and  Queen."  The  day  was  a 
great  blessing  to  all  as  we  shared  the  love  of  God. 
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CWILDRCn'S  ttOME 


CAMPUS  OBSERVES 
NATIONAL  DAY  OF  PRAYER 


CAMPUS  VISITS 


On  May  4,  2006,  members  and  staff  of  the  Home  joined 
together  in  the  campus  park  for  observance  of  the  Na- 
tional Day  of  Prayer.  The  meaning  of  the  observance  was 
read,  along  with  Scripture  and  the  theme  of  this  year's 
celebration,  "America,  Honor  God.  I  will  honor  those  who 
honor  me."  We  joined  together  in  singing  the  "Star 
Spangled  Banner,"  and  then  we  joined  hands  and  formed 
a  circle,  as  we  closed  in  prayer  for  our  country,  our  lead- 
ers, and  our  religious  freedom.  After  the  service,  refresh- 
ments were  served. 

We  feel  it  is  beneficial  to  the  residents  of  the  Home  to 
participate  in  events  that  are  important  to  our  lives  and 
the  world  in  which  we  live. 


60th  ANNUAL 
ALUMNI  HOMECOMING 

On  July  9,  in  Memorial  Chapel,  we  will  celebrate  our 
60th  Annual  Alumni  Homecoming.  The  guest  speaker 
will  be  William  Rich,  alumnus  (1925)  of  the  Home.  Reg- 
istration will  begin  at  9  a.m.  with  the  service  beginning 
at  10  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served  in  Whitley  Center  at 
12:30  p.m. 

Please  come  and  join  ns! 


FREE    Wilt  BAPTIST 

CHILDREN S  HOME 

uiab  mo 


On  April  29,  nine  members  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  New 
Bern,  came  to  visit  the  Children's  Home.  For  some,  it  was 
their  first  time  here.  While  here,  they  visited  a  cottage  and 
met  some  of  the  campus  children,  and  took  a  walking  tour 
of  the  campus.  They,  along  with  other  members  of  St. 
Mary's  congregation  had  collected  needed  items  for  the 
home  and  they  dropped  them  off  while  here. 


FATHER'S  DAY 

In  June  we  will  celebrate  Father's  Day.  It  is  our  prayer 
that  you  will  take  the  time  to  remember  your  father 
with  a  card,  a  call,  or  a  visit.  If  your  father  is  deceased, 
take  a  few  moments  to  reflect  on  the  memories  you 
shared  during  his  life.  As  the  saying  goes,  "Anyone 
can  be  a  father,  but  it  takes  a  special  man  to  be  a  dad." 

Some  children  come  to  stay  at  the  Children's  Home 
and  they  don't  have  fond  memories  from  their  child- 
hood. They  never  have  known  the  special  bonds  that 
are  forged  between  a  Christian  father  and  his  children. 

Please  remember  the  special  times  you  have  shared 
with  your  parents,  and  whisper  a  prayer  for  the  chil- 
dren who  come  our  way  who  never  have  known  that 
joy. 


Happy  Father's  Day 
from  the  staff  and  children 
of  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home. 
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TRACTOR/TRUCK 
PULL  OUTING 


On  Saturday,  May  6,  the  residents 
and  staff  of  the  Children's  Home 
boarded  the  campus  vans  and 
headed  to  Four  Oaks.  Tickets  to  the 
event  and  lunch  were  provided  for 
the  Home  by  Harrell's  Chapel 
Church.  Also,  Daly's  Chapel  Church 
in  the  Eastern  Conference  provided 
tickets  for  ice  cream  for  the  residents. 

We  would  like  to  say  thanks  to  the 
churches  that  sponsored  this  trip  for 
the  children  of  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home.  For  some, 
it  was  their  first  tractor-pull,  and  not 
knowing  what  to  expect  brought  on 
excitement.  Some  sat  intently  on  the 
bleachers,  and  some  sat  at  picnic 
tables,  but  all  in  all,  the  children  en- 
joyed the  outing. 


Angela  G. 


NEEDS  LIST 

Summer  Trip  Sponsor  ($3000) 
Cleaning  Supplies 

Hand-Held  Camcorder  (DVD  compatibility) 
Digital  Cameras  (Total  of  5 — one  for  each  cottage) 
Scrapbook  Supplies  and  Scrapbooks 
Twin  Comforters 
Craft  Supplies 

Queen  sheets  and  comforters  for  staff  bedding 


2006  GRADUATION 


Jessica  Bullock 


Faith  Newsome 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  graduation  of  three  special  young  ladies. 

Angela,  currently  residing  at  the  Home,  will  graduate  from  Southern  Nash  Senior  High 
School  this  year.  She  plans  to  attend  Lenoir  Community  College.  Jessica  will  graduate  from 
UNC-Asheville  with  Bachelor  of  Sociology,  and  plans  to  enlist  into  the  U.  S.  Army.  Faith  will 
graduate  from  Appalachian  State  University  with  a  Bachelor  of  Social  Work.  Please  join  us  in 
congratulating  these  young  ladies. 
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Sunday  School  Nimstry 


WHY  SHOULD  YOU  CARE? 

by  Mary  Dudley 


Wliat  if  tliis  were  your  church? 


Have  you  ever  been  awakened  by  the 
sound  of  a  rushing  wind  or  pounding 
rain  on  the  roof  of  your  home?  Have  you 
ever  had  to  walk  through  knee  deep 
water  just  to  get  to  any  means  of 
transportation  to  get  to  safety?  Have  you 
ever  had  to  go  without  electricity  and 
the  other  essentials  that  we  hold  dear  for 
days  at  a  time?  Have  you  ever  wondered 
from  where  your  next  meal  was 
coming?  Have  you  ever  watched  as 
your  home,  business  and/or  church 
facility  has  gone  down  through  some 
kind  of  disaster?  Many  of  us  in  eastern 
North  Carolina  have  done  just  that  not 
many  months  ago.  If  we  have  not 
experienced  some  kind  of  disaster 
ourselves,  we  know  of  many  who  have. 
Well,  let  me  give  you  something  on 
which  to  ponder.  Late  last  summer,  the 
gulf  region  of  our  country  experienced 
a  horrific  disaster.  The  news  media  spent 
much  of  its  time  with  the  situation  in  and 
around  New  Orleans  because  it  was  so 
well  known.  Little  was  heard  about  the 
small  rural  communities  in  Louisiana, 
Alabama,  and  Mississippi.  In  response 
to  God's  command  to  "feed  my  sheep" 
(John  21:15-19),  our  Harvest  Connection 
started  toward  the  tragic  ridden  area,  not 
knowing  where  they  were  going  to  end 
up.  They  finally  stopped  in  the  little 
community  of  Sandersville,  Mississippi. 
For  approximately  five  months,  teams 
of  people  traveled  to  this  area,  worked, 
and  ministered  to  the  needs  of  the 
people,  whatever  they  were.  Many  of 
our  people  back  home  were  supportive 
of  their  endeavors.  We  have  seen  God 


work  in  many  ways  and  in  many  lives 
over  these  last  few  months.  This  should 
cause  us  to  think  even  smarter  about  our 
dedication  and  commitment  to  the 
Lord's  work. 

After  much  thought  and  prayer,  last 
February  I  traveled  with  six  Harvest 
Connection  people  to  the  Mississippi 
area  to  talk  with  the  church  leaders 
about  an  endeavor  that  was  on  my  heart. 
I  knew  that  I  did  not  have  the  physical 
capability  to  do  heavy  labor,  but  I  did 
know  that  God  had  given  me  the  ability 
to  teach  and  share  in  learning 
opportunities  with  others.  I  felt  deeply 
that  the  Sunday  School  Ministry  could 
gather  a  group  of  courageous  people 


What  if  this  were  your  home  or  church? 

together  to  travel  to  Mississippi  to 
conduct  a  Vacation  Bible  School  for  the 
community.  The  premise  is  a  simple  one: 
When  disaster  strikes,  it  affects  more 
than  just  the  homes,  in  many  cases.  Not 
only  are  the  homes  and  families  affected, 
but  businesses  and  churches  fall  victims 
to  the  tragedy  through  fallout.  When  our 
homes  and  businesses  are  in  jeopardy, 
we  are  busy  about  repairing  and 
rebuilding.  This  affects  the  churches  in 
that  we  cannot  focus  funds  toward  the 
church  as  we  had  in  the  past.  When  this 
happens  and  especially  if  the  church  is 
damaged,  the  entire  community  is 
devastated  and  torn  apart.  Therefore,  the 
Sunday  School  Ministry  feels  that  we 
can  assist  in  bonding  the  Sandersville 
and  the  Indian  Reservation  communities 
back  together  by  working  with  the 
children  and  adults  through  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  other  learning 


A  reminder  left  behind  in  a  church  yard! 

opportunities.  What  an  evangelistic 
effort  this  is! 

After  much  prayer  and  deliberation, 
the  Sunday  School  Ministry  is  working 
with  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 
through  the  Harvest  Connection 
program  to  carry  a  group  of  29  people 
from  14  churches  /  ministries  to 
Sandersville,  Mississippi,  during  the 
week  of  July  10-14, 2006.  The  cost  of  the 
week  will  be  approximately  $7,000  for 
everything.  In  an  effort  to  meet  this  need, 
we  are  asking  you  to  examine  your  heart 
and  soul.  If  you  can  help  us,  financially, 
with  this  mission,  please  send  your 
contributions  to:  OFWB  Sunday  School 
Ministry,  PO  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
The  volunteers  that  will  be  going  will 
contribute  their  part,  but  we  need  other 
help.  We  appreciate  all  you  have  done 
in  the  past  and  if  you  cannot  contribute 
financially,  please  remember  us  in 
prayer  as  we  embark  on  this  adventure. 

There  have  been  those  who  have 
questioned  our  being  in  Mississippi,  so 
far  away  from  home,  helping  people 
who  we  do  not  know.  If  this  is  your 
thought,  I  invite  you  to  read  Matthew 
25:31^16  carefully.  Christianity  is  faith  in 
action.  Ministry  is  faith  in  action.  Serving 
God  is  faith  in  action.  Why  should  you 
care?  I  believe  that  you  can  find  the 
answers  in  the  above  passage  from 
Matthew.  We  should  care  because  we  are 
invited  to  do  so  through  the  words  of 
our  Master.  God  will  bless  us  only  if  we 
allow  Him  to  do  so.  We  must  be 
receptive  to  His  invitation  to  care  for  one 
another.  So,  open  your  hearts  and  let  Him 
come  in  as  we  labor  together  in  His  vineyard. 
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MUSIC  AND  WORSHIP  WORKSHOP 

JUNE  1-3 

Open  to  anyone  interested  in  increasing  their  knowledge  in  music  and  worship,  this  event  filled  workshop  will 
offer  seminars  including  Worship  Planning,  Accompanying,  Voice  Class,  Basic  Music  Reading,  Creative  Use  of 
Instruments,  Technology  in  Worship/Music,  Children's  Choirs,  and  Worship  Leading.  The  cost  is  $110  for  adults 
and  $60  for  students.  For  more  information,  contact  Dr.  Larry  Oldham  at  (919)  658-2502  or  <loldham@moc.edu>. 


DONORS  AND  SCHOLARSHIP 
STUDENTS  ATTEND  ENDOWMENT  LUNCHEON 


Mount  Olive  College  recently  held 
its  second  annual  Endowed  Scholar- 
ship Luncheon.  Scholarship  students 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  thank 
their  donors  during  the  meal  and  pro- 
gram. Linda  Murphy  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  endowment  created  in  memory 
of  her  mother  and  father,  the  Rev. 
Minot  Elijah  Godwin  and  his  wife, 
Lou  Bell  West  Godwin.  The  keynote 
speaker,  Dr.  Murphy  Osborne, 
praised  the  existence  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  including  its  tenacious  lead- 
ership and  outstanding  product.  Two 
student  scholarship  recipients  took 
part  in  the  program;  Matthew  Grubbs 
gave  the  invocation  and  Sarah  Finch 
gave  the  student  response. 

Jeff  Daughtry,  director  of  planned 
giving,  stated  that  there  are  256  schol- 
arship endowed  funds  already  cre- 
ated. "Even  though  many  are  small 
and  steadily  growing,  we  have  more 
than  $1  million  in  a  few  of  them." 
College  President  William  Byrd  said 
94  percent  of  the  students  attending 
the  College  receive  financial  aid  in 
one  form  or  another.  "The  reason 
we're  gathered  here  today  is  to  cel- 
ebrate success,  and  today,  we  will 
measure  success  in  terms  of  oppor- 
tunity," he  said. 
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(L-R)  Jimmy  Webster,  Tina  Webster  Penny,  and  Winnifred  Webster  representing  the 
Oscar  Webster  Family  Endoived  Fund. 


Woodley  F.  Buck 
and  Lucy  McCoy 
Family  represent- 
ing their  endoived 
fund. 
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SUMMER  SCHOOL  WITH  FLEXIBILITY 


MOC's  summer  onlines  allow  students  the  flexibility  of  taking  classes  from  wherever  they  are. 

Do  you  have  plans  for  summer?  That  is  the  question  Mount  Olive  College 
officials  are  asking  as  they  prepare  for  one  of  the  busiest  summer  school  pro- 
grams in  the  College's  recent  history. 

To  accommodate  the  busy  lifestyles  of  today's  college  students,  Mount  Olive 
College  is  offering  several  different  summer  school  scheduling  options  and  three 
online  terms. 

"Summer  online  classes  offer  students  the  flexibility  of  not  having  to  attend  a 
seated  class,  allowing  them  to  continue  classes  from  wherever  they  are,"  stated 
Joan  Gainey,  student  records  management  specialist.  "Most  online  classes  run  5 

weeks,  and  students  have  24-hour  access  to  the  class,"  she  added.  Gainey  noted  that  the  online  classes  are  fast- 
paced  and  require  at  least  15-20  hours  of  study  time  per  week.  She  advised  that  students  must  be  motivated  and  be 
able  to  work  independently  to  succeed  in  taking  online  classes. 

Remaining  online  terms  at  Mount  Olive  College  are  scheduled  as  Online  Summer  B  which  runs  June  5  -July  9 
and  Online  Summer  C  which  runs  July  10-August  13.  Additionally,  Mount  Olive  College  at  Goldsboro  located  on 
Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  has  a  Traditional  Summer  Term  which  runs  June  6-July  29. 

"Summer  school  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  complete  needed  general  education  requirements  (GER's)  or 

even  more  difficult  classes  to  help  lessen  the  load  during  the  fall/ spring," 
Gainey  said.  "It  also  gives  students  the  opportunity  to  pick  up  classes 
that  might  have  been  full  or  not  offered  during  another  session.  And, 
taking  classes  during  the  summer  can  assist  students  in  completing  their 
degree  in  a  shorter  time  frame." 

Registration  for  the  summer/ fall  traditional  and  online  classes  already 
has  begun  at  Mount  Olive  College.  There  are  many  GER's  available  as 
well  as  a  few  special  topics.  The  schedules  are  available  on  the  Mount 
Olive  College  website  under  Academics/Calendars  and  Schedules. 

For  more  information  about  the  summer  school  programs  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  contact  Tim  Woodard  in  Admissions  at  (919)  658-2502  or 
(800)  653-0854. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  TO  OFFER  BACHELOR'S  DEGREE 
PROGRAM  AT  JOHNSTON  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 


Mount  Olive  College  will  offer  its 
most  popular  accelerated  one  night 
a  week  program  for  working  adults 
at  Johnston  Community  College 
starting  June  8. 

The  Management  and  Organiza- 
tional Development  (MOD)  program, 
which  features  14  classes  to 
include  management,  organizational 
behavior,  human  resource  manage- 
ment, economics,  accounting,  mar- 
keting, finance,  computer  systems, 
business  policy  and  strategy,  and  le- 
gal and  ethical  issues,  has  graduated 
over  4,500  students  in  its  15  years  of 
existence  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

"JCC  salutes  Mount  Olive  College 


for  its  leading  efforts  in  making  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  so  acces- 
sible to  Johnston  County  citizens," 
Dr.  Reichard,  president  of  JCC,  stat- 
ed. 

The  partnership  between  MOC 
and  JCC  is  what  Sheila  Smith,  direc- 
tor of  JCC's  Imaging  program,  says 
will  create  a  "seamless  way  for  com- 
munity college  students  to  continue 
their  education  toward  the  bachelor's 
degree  without  leaving  their  home- 
town." 

Responding  to  the  increasing  de- 
mand of  adults  seeking  to  complete 
a  four-year  degree,  the  MOD  pro- 
gram is  an  innovative  approach  to 
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education  that  gives  working  adults 
with  about  two  years  of  college  cred- 
its the  opportunity  to  complete  their 
degrees  while  continuing  their  em- 
ployment. 

The  MOD  program  will  meet  on 
Thursdays  from  6-10  p.m.  in  the 
Health  Sciences  Building  in  Room 
131  at  JCC.  To  be  admitted  to  the  pro- 
gram, students  will  need  about  two 
years  of  transferable  college  credit. 
Anyone  interested  in  the  program 
should  contact  Amy  Bridgers,  assis- 
tant director  of  evening  college  ad- 
missions at  Mount  Olive  College,  at 
(800)  653  0854  or  e-mail 
<abridgers@m  oc.edu>. 


STUDENTS  HONORED  AT  AWARDS  DAY 


Tina  Penny  of  Johnston  County  re- 
ceived the  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial 
Association  Award  at  Mount 
Olive  College's  annual  Awards  Day 
held  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  Ministerial  Award  is  a  scholar- 
ship given  by  the  North  Carolina  Min- 
isterial Association  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  to  an  outstanding  return- 
ing Free  Will  Baptist  student  who  has 
demonstrated  potential  for  excellence 
in  the  Christian  ministry.  The  student 
is  selected  by  a  committee  designated 
by  the  Ministerial  Association.  Penny, 
a  junior  religion  major,  is  a  licensed 


Dr.  David  Hines  and  Tina  Penny 


minister  from  Clayton  and  a  member 
of  the  Johnston  Union  Church  in 
Johnston  County.  She  currently  serves 
as  Youth  Minister  to  the  Shady  Grove 
Church  at  Spivey's  Corner.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Commuters  Club,  the 
History  Club,  and  is  the  chairperson  of 
the  Peer  Review  Board.  Penny  is  mar- 
ried to  David  Penny.  They  have  two 
daughters,  Hannah  and  Sarah.  "Tina  is 
a  good  student  and  is  committed  to 
preparing  for  effective  ministry,"  stated 
Dr.  David  Hines,  chair  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Religion.  "The  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Webster  of  Ayden, 
North  Carolina,  she  has  deep  roots  in 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church." 

Heather  McPherson  of  Whiteville, 
NC,  received  the  2006  Alumni  Student 
of  the  Year  Award  at  Mount  Olive 
College's  Annual  Awards  Day  held  in 
Rodgers  Chapel.  The  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Alumni  Association  presents  the 
award  to  a  student  who  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Undergraduate  Alumni 
Association,  preferably  a  junior,  who 
has  shown  the  qualities  of  a  potentially 


faithful  Mount  Olive  College  alumni. 
McPherson  received  this  award  for  loy- 
alty and  dedication  to  Mount  Olive 
College,  for  campus  involvement  and 
leadership,  for  her  service  to  the 
alumni,  and  for  her  untiring  efforts  as 


Heather  McPherson  and  Dianne  Riley 


president  of  the  UAA.  McPherson,  a 
junior  science  education  major,  is  the 
daughter  of  Keith  and  Willa  Dean 
McPherson.  Her  sister,  Hope,  also  at- 
tends MOC.  McPherson  is  a  member 
of  Beaverdam  Church  in  Columbus 
County.  She  is  a  member  of  Big  Coffee 
and  Wayne  County  Young  Life  Lead- 
ers. 

Hillary  Williams  of  Goldsboro 
received  the  Prospective  Teachers 
Association  (PTA)  Award  at  Mount 
Olive  College's  Annual  Awards  Day 
held  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  The 
Prospective  Teachers  Association 
Award  is  given  to  the  PTA  member 


Hillary  Williams  and  Dr.  Jake  Brown 

selected  by  the  Executive  Committee 
and  Club  Advisors  for  leadership  and 
active  involvement.  Williams,  a  junior 
education  major,  is  the  daughter  of  Jack 
and  Lisa  Williams.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
Southern  Wayne  High  School. 
Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Fellowship,  the  Mount  Olive 
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College  Ambassadors,  Prospective 
Teachers  Association  and  the 
Undergraduate  Alumni  Club.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  First  Church, 
Goldsboro. 

Sara  Strickland  of  Goldsboro  re- 
ceived the  Faculty  Award  for  Student 
Excellence  and  the  Braswell  Award  at 
Mount  Oli  ve  College's  Annual  Awards 
Day  held  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  The  Fac- 
ulty Award  for  Student  Excellence  is  a 
scholarship  for  academic  excellence 
and  superior  extracurricular  activity 
and /or  service  to  the  College  given  by 
the  faculty  of  Mount  Olive  College  to  a 
returning  student  selected  by  the  Fac- 
ulty Awards  Committee  from  faculty 
nominations.  The  Braswell  Award  is 
given  to  the  teacher  education  major 
who  has  demonstrated  academic  excel- 
lence, professional  service  and  personal 
growth  as  determined  by  the  teacher 


Sara  Strickland  and  Dr.  jake  Brown 


education  faculty.  Strickland,  a  sopho- 
more English  education  major  is  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Becky 
Strickland.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Christian  Students;  Sigma 
Tau  Delta;  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Ambassadors  and  is  the  historian  for 
the  Prospective  Teachers  Association. 
Strickland  is  an  active  member  of  Wal- 
nut Creek  Church  where  she  serves  as 
a  Sunday  school  teacher  and  partici- 
pates in  the  Youth  Group  and  the  Youth 
Choir.  A  faculty  member  was  quoted 
as  saying,  "Sara  has  demonstrated  in 
her  activities  a  willingness  to  learn  and 
a  desire  to  serve.  I  have  seen  her  qui- 
etly assist  other  students,  careful  of 
their  feelings  and  respectful  of  their 
views,  all  the  while  leading  them  to  un- 
derstand better  the  subject  at  hand." 


CRYSTAL  GUY  TAKES  AN  ACTIVE  ROLE 


Crystal  Guy  of  Clayton  recently  took  an  oath  pledging  her  loyalty  to  the 
student  body  of  Mount  Olive  College  as  she  was  inducted  into  the  2006-2007 
Student  Government  Association  (SGA)  Executive  Cabinet.  This  is  her  first 
year  as  an  SGA  executive  cabinet  member  and  she  will  serve  as  treasurer. 

As  members  of  the  Executive  Cabinet,  Crystal  and  the  other  three  student 
officers  will  serve  as  an  advisory  council  to  the  College's  administration  and 
faculty  and  will  be  responsible  for  the  quality  and  content  of  student  life  at  the 
College.  Each  student  wrote  an  essay  on  why  he  or  she  wished  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Cabinet  and  was  then  elected  by  vote. 

Crystal  Guy  also  was  recently  also  installed  as  historian/ reporter  of  the  Zeta 
Epsilon  Chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Phi  Beta  Lambda 
(PBL),  one  of  the  oldest  student  organizations  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  is  a  national  association  for  future  business  leaders.  The  asso- 
ciation promotes  education  and  unity  among  members  and  business  majors. 
It  is  an  integral  part  of  the  instructional  program  and  promotes  a  sense  of  civic 
and  personal  responsibility. 

Crystal,  a  freshman  biology  and  psychology  major,  is  the  daughter  of  Jackie 
and  Mark  Guy  and  a  graduate  of  Clayton  High  School.  She  is  a  member  of  Powhatan  Church. 

Crystal  is  also  the  current  Student  Government  Association  freshman  class  president,  and  an  active  member  of 
the  Undergraduate  Alumni  Association,  and  the  Big  Coffee  (Christian  fellowship  club).  She  also  works  with  the 
OFWB  youth  on  local,  district  and  state  levels. 


tm  Press 


SUMMER  READING  IDEAS 


Are  your  preteens 
and  teens  complaining 
about  being  bored 
and  nothing  to  do? 

Give  them  a 
good  book  to  read. 

Check  out  these 
titles  and  others 

at  one  of  our 
Bible  Bookstores 

Located  in 
Ayden,  Kinston, 
and  New  Bern 
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RETIREMENT  HOMES  MlMISTRY 


DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  RETIREMENT  HOMES  MINISTRY? 

by  Ronnie  Taylor,  Executive  Director 


I  have  found  as  I  have  traveled  and  made  presentations  at 
many  of  our  churches  and  at  union  and  conference  meetings,  a 
lot  of  our  people  do  not  know  what  the  OFWB  Retirement 
Homes  Ministry  is  all  about.  Because  of  this  fact  and  also  be- 
cause it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  to  all  our  churches  and  con- 
ferences, some  of  the  facts  about  your  Retirement  Homes  Min- 
istry will  be  placed  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist  from  time  to  time. 

This  month  I  would  like  to  focus  on  its  beginning.  This  min- 
istry was  granted  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  on  February  6, 
1975.  The  idea  began  before  this  time  and  was  approved  by  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  the  1974  session 
and  ratified  by  all  six  conferences  that  fall. 

The  OFWB  Retirement  Homes  Ministry  maintains  tax  exempt 
status  for  accepting  gifts  and  donations.  It  is  governed  by  10 
members  who  are  elected  by  the  Convention.  The  board  is  made 
up  of  two  members  from  the  Central  Conference,  two  from  the 
Eastern  Conference,  two  from  the  Western  Conference,  and  one 
each  from  the  Albemarle  Conference,  Pee  Dee  Association,  Pied- 
mont Conference,  and  Cape  Fear  Conference. 


This  ministry  began  on  the  property  of  the  Children's  Home 
in  Middlesex.  One  duplex  was  built  to  begin  this  ministry  and 
another  was  renovated  and  leased  from  the  Children's  Home 
for  10  years. 

As  time  progressed,  the  need  to  provide  housing  within  the 
communities  of  retirees  seeking  help  became  evident.  Today, 
this  ministry  no  longer  has  duplexes  or  apartments  at  the 
Children's  Home.  We  do  own  one  duplex  in  Ayden  near  the 
Convention  Headquarters. 

The  OFWB  Retirement  Homes  Ministry  is  currently  serving 
19  clients.  Six  of  these  clients  are  residents  of  our  ministry. 

In  the  next  article,  I  will  talk  about  the  different  aspects  of 
the  ministry.  If  you  have  questions  about  the  OFWB  Retire- 
ment Homes  Ministry  or  would  like  me  to  come  to  your  church, 
auxiliary  group,  or  other  group  and  more  fully  explain  our  pro- 
gram, please  let  me  know.  I  can  be  contacted  at  Convention 
Headquarters  in  Ayden  by  phone  at  (252)  746-4963  or  by  fax  at 
(252)  746-8780,  by  mail  at  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513,  by 
e-mail  at  <director@ofwbretirementhomes.  org>. 


The  Easy  Way  Out 

by  the  Reverend  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


It  is  a  matter  of  human  nature  to  seek  the  easy  way  out  when 
confronted  with  difficulty.  There  are  times,  however,  when  cir- 
cumstances and  situations  must  be  confronted  head  on.  A  rift  in 
a  relationship,  be  it  a  marriage,  an  enduring  friendship,  a  church 
situation,  or  whatever,  must  be  dealt  with  if  one  is  to  experience 
inner  peace.  There  may  not  be  an  easy  way  out,  so  we  determine 
to  repair  the  relationship,  to  go  to  the  person(s)  with  apologies 
and  forgiveness.  Our  relationship  with  our  heavenly  Father  is 
dependent  of  our  forgiveness  of  those 
"who  trespass  against  us." 

From  the  human  standpoint,  Jesus  faced 
the  cross  with  dread,  as  expressed  in  His 
prayer  in  Gethsemane,  but  there  was  no 
other  way  to  fulfill  God's  divine  plan — the 
salvation  of  lost  humanity.  Before  depart- 
ing this  Earth,  Jesus  warned  His  disciples 
that  difficult  times  were  to  come:  "...  In  the 
world  ye  shall  have  tribulation:  but  be  of  good  cheer;  I  have  over- 
come the  world"  (John  16:33).  Sure  enough,  as  the  disciples  be- 
gan to  spread  the  good  news  that  Jesus  was  alive  and  called  upon 
sinners  to  turn  to  Him,  the  persecution  began.  What  if  they  had 
compromised  their  beliefs  about  Jesus  Christ?  What  if  they  had 
failed  to  warn  others  about  their  sins  and  the  necessity  of  being 
born  again?  If  such  had  been  the  case,  it  is  not  likely  that  there 
would  have  been  any  difficulties,  persecutions,  trials,  and 
troubles. 

Thus,  we  raise  the  question,  "Is  the  church — its  ministers,  lead- 
ers etc. — avoiding  moral  controversies?"  If  so,  is  it  not  because 


we  are  looking  for  the  easy  way  out?  Some  of  the  most  popular 
ministers  in  America  have  expressed  openly  the  unwillingness 
to  confront  the  moral  issues  of  our  society.  Perhaps  the  reason  is 
fear  of  losing  members  or  offending  someone  of  great  influence 
resulting  in  a  change  of  pastorates. 

It  is  a  strange  paradox!  We  live  in  a  nation  and  world  with 
many  opportunities  to  hear  the  gospel  and  believe  in  Jesus  Christ. 
There  is,  in  the  opinion  of  many  Christian  leaders,  a  revival  tak 
ing  place  in  the  Christian  community  that 
could  result  in  another  Great  Awakening. 
Yet,  from  all  indications,  morals  are  on  the 
decline.  For  example,  statistics  tell  us  that 
the  number  of  so-called  Christian  teenag- 
ers having  babies  out  of  wedlock  is  about 
the  same  as  those  who  are  not  affiliated  with 
a  church.  This  is  only  one  indication  of  the 
church's  hypocrisy  in  failing  to  declare  the 
whole  counsel  of  God  and  warning  the  lost  that  "...the  wages  of 
sin  is  death;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord"  (Romans  6:23). 

It  is  true  that  God  is  love  and  Jesus  came  to  Earth  as  the  ulti- 
mate representative  of  His  great  love,  but  we  must  remember 
that  we — the  true  church,  consisting  of  those  who  have  been  born 
from  above — hold  the  key.  While  proclaiming  His  love,  we  are 
divinely  obligated  to  speak  out  against  the  evil  forces  that  seek 
to  destroy  us.  The  easy  way  out  is  to  do  nothing,  to  assume  that 
everything  will  turn  out  fine;  thus,  ignoring  our  responsibility  to 
reflect  the  true  Light. 


Reflections 
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Minster's  Procram 


MINISTER'S  PROGRAM  SUNDAY— JUNE  18,  2006 
HELPING  MINISTERS  PREPARE 


There  are  few  things  more  precious  than  a  prom- 
ise. We  are  reminded  of  God's  promise  everytime  we 
see  a  rainbow  and  we  remember  promises  we  have 
made  and  how  hard  we  work  to  keep  our  word.  The 
Minister's  Program  is  in  the  promise  keeping  busi- 
ness. Whether  it  is  to  a  retired  minister,  a  widow,  an 
older  minister  at  Christmas,  or  a  young  minister  start- 
ing out,  we  have  made  and  continue  to  make  prom- 
ises to  those  we  serve. 

The  pastor/church  relationship  is  a  covenant: 
promises  made,  promises  kept. 

Father's  Day,  June  18,  2006,  has  been  set  aside  by 
the  Convention  as  Minister's  Program  Sunday  in  the 
local  church.  While  this  may  not  be 
front  page  news  in  the  world,  the 
Minister's  Program  does  some 
pretty  positive  things  for  ministers 
within  our  denomination,  and  we 
depend  on  you  to  help  us  keep  these 
promises. 

Most  of  the  promises  the 
Minister's  Program  makes  involve 
finances.  Did  you  know  that  during 
this  past  year  your  church,  through 
its  support  of  the  Minister's  Pro- 
gram, sent  $125  to  every  minister  age 
65  and  older  in  our  denomination?  This  was  a  total 
of  over  $12,000  through  an  annual  project  called 
Christmas  Cheer.  Unlike  many  retirement  programs 
maintained  by  large  corporations,  the  Ministers'  Re- 
tirement Program  is  fully  funded  dollar  for  dollar. 
This  is  due  in  part  to  the  management  of  the  board 
and  the  gifts  received  from  the  churches  that  sup- 
port the  important  work  we  do.  This  assures  our  par- 
ticipating ministers  that  their  monthly  retirement 
income  will  continue  uninterrupted  now  and  into 
the  future.  Many  of  our  retired  ministers  have  out- 
lived their  benefits  but  continue  to  receive  their 
monthly  and  quarterly  checks.  This  is  only  possible 
through  the  churches'  support  of  this  program  on 
an  annual  basis. 


Whereof  I  was 
made  a  minister, 
according  to  the  gift 
of  the  grace  of  God  given 
unto  me  by  the 
effectual  working 

of  his  power 
(Ephesians  3:7). 


Minister 's  Program  Sunday 
is  a  day  each  of  you  can  assist 
this  program  in  keeping  the 
promises  made  to  our  ministers. 

The  purpose  for  Minister's  Program  Sunday  is  two- 
fold. Father's  Day  is  a  day  in  which  we  honor  our 
fathers  who  are  living  and  remember  those  who  are 
not.  When  we  describe  fathers,  we  generally  use 
terms  like  love,  strength,  leadership,  hardworking, 
diligent,  tireless,  wise,  understanding,  and  compas- 
sionate. Would  you  use  some  of  these  same  terms  to 
describe  your  pastor?  Certainly!  Although  your  pas- 
tor may  not  be  your  father,  the  same  characteristics 
that  make  a  good  father  also  make 
a  good  pastor.  This  day  will  give  you 
an  opportunity  to  consider  your 
pastor  in  the  same  light  we  think 
about  fathers.  When  congregations 
view  their  pastor  in  a  positive  light 
then  positive  things  seem  to  happen 
in  our  churches. 

Another  consideration  for 
Minister's  Program  Sunday  is  that 
unless  your  church  was  started  re- 
cently you  probably  have  had  sev- 
eral pastors.  More  than  likely  one  or 
more  of  these  pastors  are  a  part  of  some  phase  of  the 
work  of  the  Minister's  Program.  Your  support  helps 
us  help  them.  Think  about  it.  Each  year  benefits  have 
been  paid  directly  to  or  used  on  behalf  of  those  min- 
isters who  participate  in  the  work  of  the  Minister's 
Program.  This  is  only  through  the  generosity  of  God's 
people,  you! 

Does  your  church  contribute  to  the  Minister's  Pro- 
gram? You  may  find  it  surprising,  as  I  did,  that  al- 
most 30  percent  of  our  churches  did  not  provide  any 
gift  support  to  the  Minister's  Program  last  year. 
Please  consider  receiving  a  special  offering  this 
Father's  Day  or  sending  a  special  gift  to  the 
Minister's  Program  so  we  can  continue  the  program 
you  have  commissioned  us  to  do. 


Send  your  contributions  to: 
The  FWB  Minister's  Program,  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513 
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How  Cragmont  Assembly  Came  To  Be 


(Information  for  this  article  came  from  p.  8  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  September  19,  1945,  Vol.  60-No.  37, 
pp.  3  and  6,  Wednesday,  October  17, 1945,  Vol.  60-No.  41,  and  p.  3,  Wednesday,  March  20,  1946,  Vol.  61-No.  12; 
The  original  articles  were  entitled  "Meeting  Launched  $10,000  Campaign,"  "Assembly  Grounds  Committee," 
and  "Cragmont  Assembly,  Incorporated."  The  latter  two  articles  appeared  on  the  editorial  page.) 


Cragmont  Assembly  has  become  so  popular  among  the 
children  and  youth  of  our  denomination  that  new  build- 
ings are  being  built  in  order  to  accommodate  more  chil- 
dren and  youth  during  each  of  the  weeks  of  camp  held 
during  the  summers.  The  new  buildings  also  will  enable 
more  church  groups  to  spend  time  there  during  the  other 
seasons  of  the  year,  which  has  become  a  very  popular  ac- 
tivity. But  have  you  ever  wondered  how  the  OFWB  de- 
nomination came  to  have  a  campground  near  Black  Moun- 
tain, NC?  The  following  is  a  history  of  that  development. 

A  meeting  of  the  Assembly  Grounds  Committee  was 
held  September  11, 1945.  Plans  were  perfected  for  the  cam- 
paign of  raising  $10,000  to  pay  for  the  Cragmont  proper- 
ty to  be  used  as  Assembly  Grounds.  The  Rev.  James  A. 
Evans,  the  Campaign  Manager,  proposed  the  plan  of  the 
selection  of  10  captains  to  raise  $1,000  each  by  October  8. 
The  captains  chosen  were:  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Spen- 
cer, Mrs.  J.  C.  Moye,  Mr.  Fountain  Taylor, 
Mrs.  N.  E.  Harris,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Ballard,  the 
Rev.  R.  P.  Harris,  the  Rev.  Rashie 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Griffin,  Mr.  Robert 
Godley,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Melvin. 

A  prospectus  giving  facts  and  a  pic- 
ture of  the  property  was  given  to  each 
captain.  This  prospectus  was  to  be  used 
by  the  captains  in  soliciting  funds  from  in 
dividuals,  churches,  and  other  organizations 
in  the  amounts  of  $100  each.  All  donor  names  were  to  be 
inscribed  on  a  permanent  plaque  to  be  placed  in  a  suit- 
able part  of  the  building  or  grounds. 

In  its  original  condition,  there  were  115  acres  of  land 
with  all  except  about  six  acres  in  saleable  timber.  On  the 
six  acres  of  cleared  land  there  was  a  35-room  hotel,  which 
comfortably  could  take  care  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  peo- 
ple. The  building  needed  some  repairs,  but  upon  sight  an 
appraiser  estimated  the  building  alone  to  be  worth  at  the 
least  $15,000.  Also,  on  the  property  was  a  six  room  dwell- 
ing, in  which  the  caretaker  lived,  and  four  other  little 
camps.  Water  was  available  on  site;  and  electric  and  phone 
lines  were  installed  already. 

Besides  these  buildings  and  the  woodland,  there  was  a 
garden  about  one  and  a  half  acres  in  size,  that  would  serve 
as  swimming  pools,  playgrounds,  etc.  With  landscaping 
and  the  possible  improvements,  the  denomination's  lead- 
ers hoped  to  have  an  Assembly  Grounds  second  to  none 
in  the  state. 

By  October  8,  1945,  the  Rev.  James  A.  Evans  reported 
that  the  captains  had  raised  four  thousand  dollars  of  the 
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ten  that  was  to  be  raised  to  complete  the  drive.  All  cap- 
tains were  urged  to  continue  their  fine  work,  and  to  com- 
plete the  drive  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

Plans  were  discussed  concerning  a  Resident  Manager 
for  the  Assembly  as  soon  as  the  property  was  paid  for 
and  a  deed  had  been  secured.  Some  discussions  were  en- 
tered into  concerning  some  of  the  qualifications  that  the 
Resident  Manager  should  have  in  order  to  manage  the 
property  in  a  good  way. 

Other  matters  of  importance  also  were  discussed  in  the 
meeting.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  write  the  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws  of  Cragmont  Assembly  so  that  they 
could  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  meeting.  Proper  rules  and 
regulations  were  to  be  established  to  govern  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Assembly  for  the  good  of  the  church  people 
of  the  state. 

Directors  of  Camps  were  to  apply  for  time- 
periods  to  hold  camp  the  next  summer  at 
Cragmont.  The  State  Sunday  School 
Convention,  the  State  Woman's  Auxil 
iary  Convention,  the  State  League  Con- 
vention, the  Ministers'  Organization, 
etc.,  were  urged  to  sponsor  weeks  of 
camp. 

By  March  of  1946,  the  Assembly 
Grounds  Committee  had  accepted  the 
charter  for  Cragmont  Assembly,  elected  the 
board  of  directors  of  nine  members  from  the  total  mem- 
bership of  twenty-four  of  the  Cragmont  Advisory  Coun- 
cil, or  stockholders,  and  set  up  the  by-laws  by  which  the 
corporation  would  be  governed.  The  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Willouby,  was  bonded  for  all  monies  to  be  placed  in  his 
care,  and  he  was  named  the  Resident  Manager  of  the  As- 
sembly, and  in  charge  of  the  renovation  of  the  buildings 
for  the  opening  of  camps,  institutes,  Bible  conferences, 
and  women's  conventions  during  the  summer. 

The  State  Sunday  School  Convention  was  to  hold  the 
first  conference  or  Sunday  School  Institute  for  adults  and 
juniors  on  the  ninth  of  June.  This  was  to  be  followed  with 
the  senior  and  junior  groups  for  an  Institute  of  Bible  study 
The  Minister's  Bible  Conference  was  to  open  on  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  June  and  continue  for  a  week  or  ten  days. 
The  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  State  planned  to  hold  their 
Bible  Institute  or  Convention  sometime  in  July  or  August, 
and  the  League  groups  were  to  hold  a  camp  sometime 
during  that  period,  or  when  the  Assembly  was  not  being 
otherwise  occupied. 
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AN  EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  ALL  LAYMEN 


The  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Layman's 
League  is  hosting  their  annual  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  at  Camp 
Vandemere,  June  2-3.  The  theme  for  this  year's  retreat  is  The 
Preeminence  of  Love  which  will  be  based  on  the  key  verse, 
Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  friends  (John  15:13).  The  Friday  evening  meal  consist- 
ing of  barbecue  chicken  with  all  the  fixin's  will  be  prepared 
and  served  at  no  charge  by  the  executive  committee.  Fol- 
lowing the  meal,  we  will  enter  into  our  annual  business  ses- 
sion, and  we  will  close  out  the  evening  with  an  exciting  time 
of  music  and  testimonies. 

Saturday  morning  will  begin  with  breakfast  at  8  a.m.  with 
the  first  session  of  the  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  beginning  at  9 
a.m.  Dr.  Burkette  Raper  will  speak  on  The  Power  of  Love  with 
his  text  coming  from  1  John  4:17-21.  The  Juniper  5  out  of  the 


Juniper  Chapel  Church  in  Vanceboro  will  provide  special 
music.  The  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  manager  of  Camp  Vande- 
mere, will  present  the  second  session,  entitled  The  Practice  of 
Love  based  on  1  Corinthians  13:1-13.  Both  of  our  speakers 
are  prepared  to  bring  inspirational  and  thought  provoking 
messages  that  will  challenge  and  encourage  laymen  to  be- 
come better  ministers  of  Christ's  love  to  our  lost  and  dying 
world. 

Camp  Vandemere  has  been  busy  building  a  much-need- 
ed chapel,  and  a  dedication  ceremony  will  be  held  during 
the  retreat.  We  would  like  to  encourage  laymen  throughout 
the  denomination  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
deepen  their  spiritual  lives,  and  we  are  trusting  God  for  a 
glorious  two  days  at  Camp  Vandemere  as  we  celebrate  God's 
love  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 


Woman's  Auxiliary 


SANDY  THICK  PRESENTED 
WESTERN  DISTRICT'S  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 


The  following  message  was  given  hy  Sa- 
bra  Pittman  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church  in 
Wayne  County  as  she  presented  Sondra 
"Sandy"  Thick  with  the  Western  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention's  2006  Life 
Membership  Award  at  Milbournie  Church 
in  Wilson  County  on  April  15,  2006. 

She  was  living  with  her  family  in  Mis- 
souri when  they  learned  of  an  opening 
at  the  OFWB  Children's  Home.  The  job 
of  cottage  parents  brought  her,  her  hus- 
band, and  two  daughters  to  North  Caro- 
lina in  1974.  She  was  loved  by  the  twelve 
to  sixteen  children  in  their  care  and  was 
a  model  mentor  to  them.  She  is  still  re- 
membered by  some  of  them  even  today. 

After  working  at  the  Children's  Home 
for  nearly  four  years,  the  family  moved 
to  Kinston  to  serve  Jackson  Heights 
Church.  From  there,  they  went  to  Free 
Union  Church  (Pinetown)  then  to  Crab 
Point  Church,  Pilgrim's  Home  Church, 
Pearsall  Chapel  Church,  and  finally  to 
Tleasant  Hill  Church  (Wayne  County). 
She  was  an  active  participant  in  all  as- 
pects of  her  Lord's  work.  I'm  sure  her 
husband,  the  Rev.  David  Thick,  would 
be  quick  to  agree  that  she  has  been  a 
great  help  in  his  ministry.  Sandy  and  her 
husband  are  now  serving  Gethsemane 


Sabra  Pittman  presented  Sondra 
"Sandy"  Thick  with  the  Western  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention's  2006  Life 
Membership  Award. 


From  L-R:  the  Rev.  David  Thick  (Sandy's 
husband),  Sandy,  and  their  daughter,  Karen 
Caprio. 
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Church,  New  Bern,  NC. 

During  this  time,  she  and  her  husband 
were  raising  two  beautiful  daughters, 
Kim  and  Karen.  They  now  have  two 
beautiful  granddaughters,  Jessica  and 
Danielle,  as  well.  She  probably  could 
have  written  a  book  about  all  those  girls, 
but  instead  she  chose  to  work  for  a  while 
at  the  Mount  Olive  College  Bookstore. 

When  she  came  to  Pleasant  Hill,  we 
told  people  we  had  two  pastors.  She  was 
a  hard  worker,  but  instead  of  being  by 
her  husband's  side,  she  stood  behind 
him  simply  because  she  had  heard  that, 
"Behind  every  successful  man  stands  a 
woman  telling  him  what  to  do." 

She  was  a  great  comfort  to  anyone 
who  was  sick  or  shut-in.  I  remember 
when  my  own  mother  was  dying  in  the 
hospital,  and  I  was  in  need  of  a  picture 
frame  to  create  a  picture  collage.  All  I 
had  to  do  was  ask  her,  and  she  went  out 
and  purchased  one  for  me.  "Little  things 
mean  a  lot." 

When  my  mother  and  father  had 
passed  away  and  we  were  trying  to  rent 
their  house,  she  overheard  a  conversa- 
tion at  another  table  in  a  restaurant 
(someone  wanting  to  rent),  and  she 
went  over  to  the  table  and  gave  the  lady 


my  name  and  number:  Guess  what?  We  rented  the  house  to 
that  lady  and  her  family  and  they  became  good  friends  of 
ours. 

While  at  Pleasant  Hill,  she  was  an  active  leader  in  plan- 
ning functions  such  as  Homecoming,  revivals,  and  Bible 
School.  (Her  specialty  in  that  department  being  crafts.)  She 
served  faithfully  in  our  Woman's  Auxiliary.  As  our  presi- 
dent, she  led  us  to  becoming  an  A-l  Auxiliary  for  the  first 
time. 

She  has  a  creative  gift,  which  she  shared  by  helping  deco- 
rate for  weddings,  showers,  or  other  functions.  When  our 
auxiliary  would  have  our  Christmas  party,  she  always  would 
give  each  one  of  us  a  gift,  usually  something  she  had  made. 

And  who  can  forget  those  delicious  cinnamon  rolls  on 
Easter  morning  for  sunrise  breakfast?  While  we  are  on  the 
subject  of  food,  she  and  Dave,  along  with  their  family,  would 


cook  for  the  entire  church  congregation  every  year  in  Janu- 
ary to  show  their  appreciation  to  us. 

We  appreciate  all  she  has  done  for  us,  and  we  dearly  miss 
her. 

She  has  been  active  in  the  Morning  Star  Conference  at 
Cragmont  for  several  years,  and  is  co-director/co-registrar. 
She  currently  serves  on  the  Retirement  Homes  Board.  She 
always  works  willingly,  enjoying  her  work  for  God.  As  our 
Program  Prayer  Chair  in  the  Western  District,  she  has  car- 
ried out  her  duties  to  perfection. 

Because  you  have  truly  served  our  Lord  and  people  young 
and  old  throughout  your  lifetime,  we  consider  it  an  honor  to 
present  you  with  a  Life  Time  Membership  Award  certificate 
(you  already  have  a  pin)  Sondra  Binkley  Thick,  (lovingly 
known  as  Sandy.) 


MORNING  STAR  2006 

Submitted  by  Rita  Jones 
Theme  Verse:  His  lord  said  into  him,  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant:  thou  hast  been 
fithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  lord  (Matthew  25:21). 


Women  from  across  the  state  gathered  at  Cragmont  for  a 
weekend  of  fellowship,  fun,  and  spiritual  enrichment.  Six  of 
our  seven  ditsricts  were  represented  by  the  144  in  attendance. 
There  was  a  wide  range  of  ages  present.  Ninety-year-old  Reba 
Cannon  of  Black  Jack  Church  was  the  most  senior,  and  there 
were  six  young  people  under  the  age  of  18  present.  Four  state 
officers  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  were  present — Joan  Little, 
Carolyn  Jernigan,  Jean  Ackiss,  and  Becky  Jo  Sumner.  The 
Cape  Fear  was  the  district  with  the  most  in  attendance  with 
43. 

The  weekend  was  directed  by  May  Pittman,  while  Phyllis 
McLamb  and  Gladys  Avery  led  in  the  music.  Devotions 
throughout  the  weekend  were  given  by  Jean  Ackiss  and 
Sandy  Thick.  Special  music  was  provided  by  Kristen  Davis 
and  Kim  Canady  of  Powhatan  Church. 

Diana  Bass,  member  of  Powhatan  and  Cape  Fear  Field 
Secretary,  was  the  main  speaker  for  the  weekend.  She  told 
the  group  her  topics  for  the  weekend  were  Joy,  Love,  and 
Heaven.  She  referenced  a  multitude  of  Scripture  and  used 
many  volunteers  from  the  audience  for  prepared  readings. 
She  gave  glimpses  of  how  we  need  to  hold  on  to  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  during  the  hard  trials  of  life  as  well  as  samples  of 
laughter  from  humorous  sketches.  She  shared  about  the  loss 
of  a  17-year-old  friend  this  past  January  who  had  been  her 
house-helper  and  babysitter  as  well  as  the  death  of  her  realtor 
who  was  diagnosed  with  cancer  this  spring  and  died  shortly 
thereafter.  She  surprised  registrar,  Teresa  Ball,  when  she 
called  her  to  the  front  to  be  tried  in  the  "courtroom  of  life." 
Teresa's  replies  in  the  skit  showed  a  life  lived  without  Christ, 
but  her  last  act  was  to  accept  Jesus  as  her  Savior  so  by  grace, 
she  received  salvation.  Diana  summed  up  her  program  by 
saying  she  hopes  we  can  all  live  with  joy  and  love  and  pre- 
pare to  live  with  the  Lord  when  our  time  comes  in  the  joys 
of  Heaven.  Her  message  for  each  of  the  sessions  can  be  viewed 
at  the  church's  website — <www.powhatanchurch.com>. 
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The  traditional  group  photo  was  taken  on  Saturday  be- 
fore lunch,  and  these  will  be  mailed  to  those  who  purchased 
a  copy.  The  offering  collected  on  Sunday  morning  for 
Cragmont  was  reported  to  be  $3,000.  The  Rev.  John  Williams 
addressed  the  group  on  Saturday  evening,  giving  an  update 
of  the  work  being  done  at  Cragmont  and  future  building 
plans.  He  also  brought  the  worship  message  on  Sunday 
morning.  He  referenced  John  3:16,  saying  that  we  are  always 
told  that  grace  is  free.  By  using  lawn  mower  references,  he 
contrasted  the  owrds  "cheap"  and  "costly"  and  explained 
that  one  salvation  is  free  to  us,  but  it  was  very  costly  to  Jesus. 
Preachers  need  to  deliver  the  Word  of  God  and  call  sinners 
to  repentance.  Church  should  be  a  place  of  real  joy — not  just 
a  place  to  be  stylish  and  proper  and  get  "feel-good  messages." 
Jesus  offers  us  a  real,  costly  grace  that  will  last  us  for  life — 
but  we  have  to  freely  accept  it  to  obtain  true  joy. 

This  retreat  always  begins  the  Friday  after  Easter,  so  make 
plans  now  to  come  and  be  a  part  of  the  blessing  on  April  13- 
15,2007. 

/    31    June  2006 


DOLA  DUDLEY  AWARD  PRESENTED 


AT  CAPE  FEAR  CONVENTION 


The  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Spring  Convention  was  held  on  April 
1,  2006,  at  First  Church,  Goldsboro. 
The  convention  began  at  9:30  a.m. 
with  the  theme  of  "The  Call  of  God 
to  Ezekiel  and  Us."  Scripture  was 
"And  he  said  unto  me,  Son  of  man,  I 
send  thee  to  the  children  of  Israel,  to 
a  rebellious  nation  that  hath  rebelled 
against  me:  they  and  their  fathers 
have  transgressed  against  me,  even 
into  this  very  day"  (Ezekiel  2:3). 

After  a  welcome  from  the 
president,  Jane  Parker,  and  the 
opening  hymn  and  prayer,  a  devotion 
was  given.  The  host  church's 
auxiliary  president,  Mrs.  Peggy 
Dawson  gave  announcements.  The 
business  session  was  opened.  Mrs. 
Betty  Strickland  made  the  following 
presentation  of  the  Dola  Dudley 
Award  to  Mrs.  Pearl  Johnson  Hunt. 

"Today,  we  honor  a  lady  who  truly 
is  a  deserving  recipient  of  the  Dola 
Dudley  Award.  She  was  born  in 
Johnston  County  on  October  24, 1914. 
She  is  Mrs.  Pearl  Rena  Reardon 
Johnson  Hunt.  She  married  Mr. 
Milton  (M.L.)  Johnson  in  September 
1933,  when  she  was  19  years  old.  To 
this  marriage,  two  daughters  were 
born.  Glenda  Johnson  Moody  was 
born  in  1934  and  died  in  May  2003. 
Wanda  Johnson  was  born  in  1942  and 
is  with  us  today.  Mr.  Johnson  died  in 
February  of  1969.  Ms.  Pearl,  as  we  call 
her,  has  four  grandchildren,  four 
great-grandchildren,  and  three  great- 
great-granchildren.  She  moved  to 
Garner  in  August  of  2003,  where  she 
now  abides. 

"This  lady's  involvement  in  the 
auxiliary  work  of  the  Cape  Fear 
district  has  been  tireless.  She  joined 
the  Hopewell  Woman's  Auxiliary  (or 
the  Ladies  Aid  Society,  as  it  was  first 
called)  as  a  teenager  soon  after  it  was 
founded  in  1930.  She  has  worked  in 
auxiliaries  in  the  following  churches 
and  conferences:  Casey's  Chapel 


by  Carolyn  F.  Jernigan 

(Cape  Fear  Conference)  in  the  early 
1940s;  Little  Rock  Church  (Western 
Conference)  between  1942-1949; 
Marsh  Swamp  Church  (Western 
Conference),  between  1950-1957; 
Mount  Olive  Church  at  the  College 
(Cape  Fear  Conference)  between 
1957-1961;  Holly  Springs  Church 
(Eastern  Conference)  between  1961- 
1962;  and  Palmer  Memorial  (Cape 
Fear  Conference)  between  the  mid 
1980s-1990,  and  2003  until  the 
present  time. 

"During  these  active  times  of 
auxiliary  service,  she  has  held  several 
offices  on  the  local,  district,  and  state 
levels.  She  remembers  being  our  NC 
State  Auxiliary  Vice  President  in 
1945-1946.  She  has  received  the  Life 
Membership  Awards  from  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  in  the  1960s,  Marsh 
Swamp  Church  in  2004,  and  from  the 
Western  Conference  in  2005. 

"She  was  employed  in  the  Food 
Service  Department  of  Mount  Olive 
College  between  August  1957  and 
June  of  1961.  As  a  minister's  wife  and 
homemaker,  she  has  had  many  tasks 
to  fill.  In  August  of  1962,  she  was 
employed  at  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home  in 
Middlesex,  NC,  until  1969.  In  the 
early  1970s,  she  was  a  dorm  mother 
at  Louisburg  College.  In  the  late 
1970s,  she  was  employed  at  St. 
Mary's  College  until  December  1990. 
In  the  1990s,  she  was  employed  part- 
time  with  Elder  Care  of  Wake  County. 

"Pearl  Hunt  and  Dola  Dudley 
became  good  friends  as  young 
women  due  to  a  shared  love  of  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
denomination  and  its  ministries — 
especially  at  the  Children's  Home, 
Mount  Olive  College,  Cragmont,  and 
all  auxiliary  work.  They  remained 
good  friends  through  good  and  bad 
times  until  Dola's  death.  They 
attended  many  district  and  state 
auxiliary  conventions  together,  often 
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making  an  overnight  trip  of  it  to  enjoy 
each  other's  company.  Cragmont 
conferences  were  another  shared  joy 
with  time  to  reminisce  of  family  and 
denominational  happenings. 

"In  July  I960,  Milton,  Pearl,  Wan- 
da Johnson  and  Dola,  Judy  Dudley, 
and  Leah  McGlohon,  traveled  to  Fres- 
no, CA,  for  the  National  Association 
Auxiliary  Convention.  This  was  a 
unique  experience.  As  well  as  a 
church  convention,  sightseeing  the 
Grand  Canyon,  Disneyland  (includ- 
ing a  bobsled  ride)  and  hours  of  trav- 
eling through  the  desert  in  100  degree 
weather  and  without  air-condition- 
ing tightened  the  bond  of  Christian 
love  for  the  entire  group.  This  was  a 
trip  of  a  lifetime  with  good  memo- 
ries made  for  all. 

"Today,  it  is  fitting  and  proper  to 
award  the  "Dola  Dudley  Award  of 
Christian  Service"  for  2006  to  a 
longtime  friend,  a  traveling 
companion  of  Dola's,  to  Mrs.  Pearl 
Johnson  Hunt  of  Palmer  Memorial 
Church.  A  monetary  gift  has  been 
sent  to  the  Children's  Home  in  your 
honor.  We  knew  you  loved  this 
ministry  and  would  approve  of  this 
honorarium.  We  love  you  and  wish 
you  the  best  today  and  the  rest  of 
your  life.  Congratulations!" 

After  the  presentation,  reports 
from  the  denominational  ministries 
were  given  by  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker, 
president  of  the  OFWB  Convention. 
A  memorial  service  was  held  for 
those  members  who  had  passed 
away  since  our  last  spring  convention 
and  songs  were  sung  by  the  ladies, 
as  well  as  Amber  Wood  and  Zack 
Allen  of  the  Cape  Fear  Youth. 

Mr.  Jeff  Daughtry  then  introduced 
his  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  John  Hill, 
who  delivered  the  message  using  the 
theme  Scripture.  After  the  closing 
hymn  and  prayer,  it  was  announced 
that  the  Fall  Convention  will  be  held 
at  Lanwood  Chapel  Church  on 
October  7,  2006. 


People  and  fvtfiTS 


NINA  GRACE  REGISTER  HONORED 
FOR  62  YEARS  OF  DEDICATED  SERVICE 

Submitted  by  Vickie  Wade 


The  First  Church  of  Kinston  recently  celebrated  a  very 
special  event — 62  years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  music 
ministry  of  the  church  by  one  employee.  It  was  a  special 
celebration  for  a  very  special  person,  Nina  Grace  Regis- 
ter. 

It  started  out  like  any  other  Sunday  worship  service, 
but  swiftly  changed  after  the  call  to  worship  into  a  day  of 
singing  and  celebration.  There  was  a  special  person  in 
our  midst  and  we  let  it  be  known.  Jim  Rouse,  deacon 
board  member,  went  into  the  audience,  retrieved  our  spe- 
cial guest,  and  escorted  her  to  the  stage  where  she  was 
presented  with  a  corsage  of  miniature  pink  roses,  a  plaque 
acclaiming  our  gratitude  for  her  many  years  of  service, 
and  an  envelope  containing  just  the  right  color  of  green! 

The  Rev.  Elvvood  Oliver,  spoke  briefly  about  his  cousin's 
accomplishments  and  how  he  admired  her.  He  said  they 
were  "hugging  cousins  not  kissing  cousins."  Other  mem- 
bers of  her  family  present  were  recognized  and  asked  to 
join  her  on  the  stage  [son,  Jim  Register;  brother,  Billy 
Oliver;  sister-in-law,  Sara  Oliver].  Her  daughter,  Karen 
Lucas,  and  son-in-law,  Carlton,  were  not  able  to  attend 
due  to  commitments  at  their  church,  but  honored  her  with 
flowers  on  the  altar  and  the  rose  corsage. 

Vickie  Wade,  Woman's  Auxiliary  President,  shared  that 
Nina  Grace  started  directing  the  choir  when  she  was  17. 
She  started  playing  the  piano  for  Sunday  School  Assem- 
bly when  she  was  9  or  10  and  could  barely  reach  the 
pedals.  Things  progressed  from  that  point  until  now, 
spanning  a  lifetime  of  VBS  commencement  programs, 
Easter  and  Christmas  cantatas,  special  days  for  Woman 
of  the  Year,  Man  of  the  Year,  and  Youth  Sundays,  just  to 
name  a  few.  Many  of  the  young  people  she  guided  over 
the  years  moved  on  to  other  churches,  even  other  denomi- 
nations, but  many  are  still  actively  involved  in  serving 
the  Lord  through  music.  Her  encouragement  and  service 
to  others  reaches  beyond  this  congregation.  She  served 
on  the  FWB  Press  Board  of  Directors,  held  offices  in  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  on  the  District  and  State  levels,  and 
served  as  the  compiling  editor  of  the  "Devotion,"  which 
is  our  Auxiliary  program  book.  She  has  served  as  pianist 
for  both  Cragmont  and  Camp  Vandemere  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary weeks  of  camp.  In  recent  years  she,  along  with 
Annie  Belle  and  Forrest  Pinson,  would  play  and  sing  for 
groups  at  the  hospital  and  nursing  homes.  She  has  served 
as  chair  of  our  Board  of  Christian  Education  and  Pulpit  Com- 
mittees. 


From  L-R:  Nina  Grace's  brother,  Billy  Oliver,  and  his  wife,  Sara; 
Nina  Grace;  and  her  son,  Jimmy  Register. 


Pastor  Terry  Coates,  thanked  her  for  all  she  had  done 
during  the  time  he  has  been  with  the  church  and  for  her 
help  in  bringing  him  to  the  church. 

Needless  to  say,  no  one  can  step  in  her  shoes  or  mea- 
sure up  to  her  abilities.  God  was  gracious  and  made  hei 
keeper  of  many  talents.  He  found  favor  with  her  abilities 
and  gave  her  more  than  one  talent.  She  has  the  wonder- 
ful gift  of  creative  writing  along  with  her  musical  talents. 

Matthew  25:23  summarized  it  best  with,  "His  lord  said 
unto  him,  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant;  thou  hast 
been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler 
over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  lord." 
The  greatest  talent  she  has  is  sharing  her  love  for  her  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ  through  music. 

The  worship  service  progressed  with  the  singing  of 
choruses  Nina  Grace  learned  to  play  as  a  young  adult  for 
the  Junior  Choir  and  some  of  the  old  familiar  FWB  hymns 
she  played  for  the  Chancel  Choir.  The  choir  sang  three 
special  selections:  "Singing  with  the  Saints,"  "The  Song 
Rolled  On,"  and  "The  Table  of  Grace." 

After  the  worship  service  concluded  the  celebration 
continued  in  the  fellowship  building  with  a  covered  dish 
lunch,  which  gave  everyone  plenty  of  time  for  fun  and 
fellowship. 
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POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 


A  "Youth  Night"  was  held  on  Friday, 
March  31,  and  about  fifty  people  came 
out  for  the  fun.  There  was  a  covered 
dish  meal,  devotions,  and  games. 
Posters  that  showed  some  of  the  adults 
as  youth  brought  such  laughs  that  they 
were  shared  with  the  congregation  on 
Sunday  morning  and  brought  another 
round  of  laughs.  It  was  hard  for  people 
to  believe  the  long  legs  of  a  basketball 
star  from  the  1950s  and  the  "big  hair" 
of  a  1970s  rocker  (now  our  sound 
technician). 

Three  from  Powhatan  were  part  of 
the  seventy  present  for  the  Cape  Fear 
Woman's  Auxiliary  meeting  at  First 
Church,  Goldsboro  on  April  1. 
Attending  were  district  officers  Ann 
Narron  and  Diana  Bass,  and  Powhatan 
officer  Rita  Jones.  The  Rev.  John  Hill 
brought  the  morning  message. 

The  annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt  brought 
out  many  of  our  little  folk  and  they  also 
enjoyed  flying  kites  with  the  wind 
being  just  right  for  the  event.  Clown 
Ray  Stevens  entertained  with  balloons. 

Spring  Revival  week  featured  guest 
speakers:  the  Revs.  Lloyd  Hargis  and 
Clarence  Privette  on  April  9-13.  There 
was  a  message  in  music  and  from  the 
Word  each  evening.  The  Oak  Grove 
Boys  finished  the  week  off  with  an 
evening  of  worship  in  song  on 
Saturday,  April  15. 

Twenty-four  attended  Morning  Star 
weekend  April  21-23.  Our  own  Diana 
Bass  was  the  weekend  speaker  and  did 
a  great  job  involving  everyone  in  her 
program  on  "Joy,  Love,  and  Heaven." 


The  young  people  gathered  for  the  Easter  egg  hunt  on  April  8. 


The  youth  receiving  trophies  for  partici- 
pation in  Cape  Fear  youth  competiitons  for 
2005-2006. 

On  Saturday,  April  29,  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  held  a  yard  sale  that  brought 
in  $262  for  the  Relay  for  Life  team.  The 
same  morning,  the  Rev.  Jim  Bogle  and 
Rita  Jones,  clerk,  represented  Powha- 
tan at  the  Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting 
held  at  Palmer  Memorial.  New  offic- 
ers voted  in  include  the  Rev.  Otis 
Hamm  as  moderator  and  the  Rev. 


The  Powhatan  women  who  attended 
"Morning  Star"  weekend  at  Cragmont. 

Braxton  Carter  as  assistant  moderator. 
The  Rev.  Joe  Myrick  brought  the  morn- 
ing message  on  the  priority  of  the 
church  today  being  the  same  as  the 
greatest  commandment  according  to 
Jesus —  to  love  God  and  to  love  others. 
He  asked  for  a  greater  commitment 
from  our  members  so  our  next  genera- 
tion will  know  to  put  God  first. 


VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL 


UBS  STORIES 

We  want  your  Vacation  Bible  School  stories. 
A  portion  of  the  October  2006  edition 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
will  be  dedicated  to  VBS  highlights 

from  our  churches. 
The  deadline  for  your  submissions 
is  September  5,  2006. 
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IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 
THE  REVEREND  DEWEY  CARLTON  BOLING 


Dewey  Carlton  Boling  was  born 
October  7, 1918,  to  Carl  and  Minnie 
Boling.  The  family  later  had  a 
younger  brother  they  named  James 
Robert  Boling.  They  lived  in  the  old 
mill  village  while  Dewey  was  grow- 
ing up.  Dewey  attended  Clayton 
High  School  and  graduated  with 
high  honors  in  1936.  As  a  young 
man,  he  enjoyed  playing  baseball 
and  various  other  sporting  activities. 
He  also  worked  at  Clayton  Spinning 
Company.  On  October  27,  1937,  he 
went  on  a  date  with  a  very  special 
lady,  Margaret  Louise  Corbett;  this 
date  was  also  her  birthdate.  They  fell 
in  love  and  were  married  on  March 
6, 1938. 

On  May  7,  1942,  Dewey  and 
Louise  had  a  special  event  in  their 
life.  They  were  blessed  with  a  son, 
Lynn  Redgar  Boling.  A  few  years 
later,  Dewey  was  drafted  into  the 
United  States  Army  on  December 
19,  1944,  and  served  in  the  Pacific. 
He  was  discharged  from  the  Army 
on  August  7,  1946,  and  returned 
home,  where  he  resumed  his  duties 
as  a  loving  husband  and  father.  He 
attended  a  revival  held  by  the  Rev. 
Wade  Calvert  in  February  1950,  and 
was  saved  at  his  home  church, 
Everett  Chapel.  He  joined  Everett 
Chapel  the  following  Sunday.  He 
later  began  his  work  in  the  church 
by  teaching  the  Young  People's  Sun- 
day School  Class.  He  continued  to 
work  in  the  church  for  several  years. 
On  January  3,  1952,  Dewey  and 
Louise  had  another  special  event  in 
their  life.  They  were  blessed  with 
another  child — a  daughter — they 
named  Cynthia  Louise  Boling.  A 
short  while  later,  during  a  Sunday 
morning  service  in  February,  1952, 
Dewey  announced  that  the  Lord  had 
called  him  into  the  ministry.  After 


The  Rev.  Dewey  Carlton  Boling 


meeting  with  the  Ordination  Board 
of  the  Western  Conference  on  April 
6, 1952,  he  was  licensed  by  his  home 
church,  Everett  Chapel.  That  year,  he 
preached  at  a  few  revivals  and  was 
ordained  July  8,  1953.  He  then 
started  pastoring  churches.  Some  of 
the  first  converts  of  his  ministry 
were  Brother  Lavelle  Joyner  and 
Brother  Buck  Smith.  He  was  very 
sincere  and  devoted  to  his  calling 
and  pastored  three  churches  during 
his  first  year.  Most  churches  only 
met  once  a  month  back  then,  so  he 
also  worked  another  job  as  an  insur- 
ance salesman  to  support  his  fam- 
ily. Some  of  the  first  churches  of  his 
ministry  were  Pleasant  Grove  in 
Erwin  for  one  year,  Rock  Springs  in 
Bailey  for  three  years,  and 
Milbournie  near  Wilson  for  15  years. 
This  took  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  away  from  his  family  but  they 
never  complained  because  they 
knew  he  was  doing  what  the  Lord 
had  called  him  to  do.  He  also 
worked  as  a  letter  carrier  for  the  U.S. 
Postal  Service.  He  held  many  posi- 
tions in  the  Western  Conference  and 


served  on  the  Ordination  Board  and 
on  the  board  for  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press.  He 

always  put  God  first  in  his  life  and 
it  seemed  no  matter  what  needed  to 
be  done  he  was  up  for  the  challenge. 
During  most  of  his  sermons  he 
would  say,  "You  need  to  be  prayed 
up,  packed  up,  and  ready  to  go,  not 
looking  for  the  undertaker,  but  the 
Uppertaker."  His  last  three  churches 
were  Calvary  in  Wilson  for  12  and 
one-half  years,  Palmer  Memorial  in 
Garner  for  11  and  one-half  years, 
and  Barnes  Hill  near  Rocky  Mount 
for  six  and  one-half  years.  He  stayed 
in  the  active  ministry  at  Barnes  Hill 
until  May  of  1999. 

After  47  years  of  active  ministry, 
he  retired  and  came  back  to  Everett 
Chapel  where  it  all  started.  On  Au- 
gust 9,  2005,  he  went  home  to  be 
with  his  Lord,  "Prayed  up,  packed 
up,  and  ready  to  go."  He  was  a 
friend  and  pastor  to  many  people 
throughout  his  life  and  a  loving  hus- 
band, father,  and  grandfather  to  his 
family.  He  was  preceded  in  death  by 
his  parents,  Carl  and  Minnie  Boling; 
one  brother,  James  Robert  Boling; 
one  sister-in-law,  Melba  Boling;  and 
one  son-in-law,  Greg  Wall.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Louise;  one  son, 
Redgar  Boling  and  his  wife,  Jonnie; 
one  daughter,  Cindy  Wall;  two 
grandchildren,  Dewey  Scott  Boling 
and  his  wife,  Tammy,  and  Brandon 
Wall  and  his  wife,  Tammie;  three 
great-grandchildren,  Kandace  Eliza- 
beth Boling,  Cameron  Wall,  and 
Averlie  Wall;  one  niece,  Betsy  Ann 
Eatmon  and  her  husband,  Max;  and 
two  great-nephews,  Jason  Eatmon 
and  Anthony  Eatmon. 

We,  as  a  family,  feel  that  if  we  live 
like  he  preached  it,  "Prayed  up, 
packed  up,  and  ready  to  go,"  we  will 
all  see  him  again  someday. 
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BIBLE  BOWL  HELD  AT  CHRISTIAN  CHAPEL  CHURCH 

by  Joyce  Hill 


Left  to  right:  McKayla  Raynor,  Courtney  Kennedy,  Kaelyn  Mohr-        Left  to  right:  Chris  Councilman,  Audrey  Powell,  Bobbie  Ann  Bielby, 
field,  Ethan  Green,  Cameron  Green,  Hayley  Tyndall,  Amber  Tyndall,     Joyce  Epps,  and  Johnny  Kennedy. 
Megan  Miller,  and  Morgan  Hoivard. 

In  April,  the  adults  and  youth  at  Christian  Chapel  Church  (Eastern  Conference)  held  a  Bible  Bowl.  Sample  questions  and 
verses  were  taken  from  the  book  of  Luke.  The  adults  underestimated  the  youth  and  are  now  requesting  a  rematch.  We  will 
not  reveal  the  score,  but  it  was  a  huge  margin.  The  youth  are  very  important  to  our  churches  and  we  need  to  support  them 
in  every  way  we  can.  They  are  not  only  the  church  of  tomorrow.  Think  what  our  churches  would  be  like  without  them  today! 

EVERETT  CHAPEL  PASTOR  RETIRES 


The  Rev.  Lloyd  F.  Hargis,  67,  offi- 
cially retired  as  pastor  from  Everett 
Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC  on  March 
31.  Hargis  has  a  special  role  in  the 
church's  history,  being  the  only  pastor 
to  serve  during  two  different  time  pe- 
riods, from  February  1987  to  April  1994, 
and  from  September  2000  to  March 
2006,  nearly  13  years. 

Mr.  Hargis  says  the  term  "retiring" 
is  a  little  misleading.  While  he  will  not 
be  a  full-time  church  pastor  anymore, 
he  will  continue  to  preach  at  churches 
that  need  an  interim  pastor  and  to  hold 
revival  services — the  same  type  work 
he  did  between  the  two  terms  at  Everett 
Chapel.  "When  people  think  'retire,' 


they  think  'quitting,'  and  I'm  not 
through  with  ministry  until  the  Lord 
says,  'I'm  through  with  you  here'  or 
until  health-wise  I  can't  do  it  anymore." 

While  Mr.  Hargis  enjoyed  his  time  at 
Everett  Chapel,  he  feels  it's  time  to 
move  on  for  the  sake  of  the  church  as 
well  as  his  own.  He  says,  he  doesn't 
have  the  stamina  he  used  to  have  and 
his  voice  starts  to  give  out  before  the 
end  of  the  second  Sunday  morning  ser- 
vice each  week.  "At  my  age,  I  think 
Everett  Chapel  needs  more."  Everett 
Chapel's  potential,  due  to  growth  and 
location,  is  unlimited.  Mr.  Hargis  says, 
"It's  going  to  be  hard  to  leave.  One 
thing  I'm  going  to  miss  is  the  personal 


communication  with  individual 
people.  But  one  of  the  joys  is  that  you 
get  to  meet  more  people.  You  build  re- 
lationships with  other  people  you 
never  met  before."  He  and  Sandra  have 
found  friends  and  made  lasting  rela- 
tionships wherever  God  leads  them. 
They  still  plan  to  call  Everett  Chapel 
"their  home  church." 

Mr.  Hargis  is  proud  of  the  fact  that 
in  34  years  of  ministry,  he's  spent  24  of 
them  in  his  hometown  of  Clayton — 12 
years  each  at  Everett  Chapel  and  Trin- 
ity Church.  As  a  child,  he  attended 
Powhatan  Church,  where  he  was  called 
into  the  ministry. 


LITTLE  CREEK  CHURCH 
WELCOMES  NEW  PASTOR  AND  HIS  FAMILY 


On  Sunday,  May  7,  2006,  Little 
Creek  Church  (Scuffleton  Commu- 
nity), Ayden,  NC,  welcomed  the  Rev. 
Philip  Ray  Wood  and  his  family. 


Little  Creek  Church 


Seated:  the  Rev.  Philip  Wood  and  wife,  Sheryll. 
Back  row:  Tiffany,  Michelle,  and  Andrew. 
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Q[ue  Orass 
Gospel  Music  Show 

Ayden  Community  Center  Auditorium 

South  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  NC 


Saturday,  June  24,  2006 

7  P.M. 


Al  Batten  and  the  Bluegrass  Reunion 

FROM  SELMA,  NC 

along  with 

Mac  &  Tammy  McRoy  Band 
from  Aurora,  NC 


Advance  Tickets:  $7 
Tickets  at  the  Door:  $9 


For  more  information,  contact: 
Rod  Moore  @  (252)  746-4172 


Churches  £  Ministry 
Position  Available 


Reedy  Branch  Church,  Pitt  County,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
pastor.  Interested  persons  should  send  resumes  to  Levi 
Smith,  403  Harrell  St.,  Cherry  Oaks,  Greenville,  NC  27858. 

Larry  Matthews,  now  licensed  in  the  Western  Conference 
by  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nash  County,  is  available  for  supply 
or  interim  work.  He  may  be  reached  at  (910)  322-1964  or 
by  mail  at  2210  Mt.  Zion  Church  Rd.,  Nashville,  NC  27856. 


A  strict  belief  in  fate  is  the 
worst  kind  of  slavery;  on  the 
other  hand  there  is  comfort  in 
the  thought  that  God  will  be 
moved  by  our  prayers. 

— Epicurus 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 


Ayden  Bible  Bookstore 

3928  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 


New  Bern  Bible  Bookstore 

1232  South  Glenburnie  Road 
Glenburnie  Plaza 
New  Bern,  NC  28562 
(252)  638-6193  •  (800)  875-8048 


Kinston  Bible  Bookstore 

123  North  Queen  Street 
Kinston,  NC  28501 
(252)  527-2843  •  (800)  875-8049 


Display/Advertising  Rates 

1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $20 
1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $30 
1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $40 
3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $50 
Full  page  •  $60 
Full  Color  Back  Cover  •  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  Free 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These 
charges  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming 
event  listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  editor  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone 
at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227. 

There  is  no  charge  for  article  submissions. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  lanuary  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  When  the  5th  falls 
on  a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before.You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*Phone-in  and  handwritten  information  is  accept- 
able BUT  WE  CANNOT  BE  HELD  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ERRORS! 

*PlCTURES  ARE  NOT  RETURNED  UNLESS  THERE  IS  AN 
APPROPRIATE  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED  ENVELOPE  INCLUDED! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run 
for  2  months  only. 


S>c_  


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

Today! 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 


Name  (please  print) 
Address  


City 


State 


Zip 


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


Phone  Number  _j(_ 
Church  (if  a  Plan)  


area  code 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 

□  4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00 


Churches: 

□  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

□  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  To:  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


CAROWINDS 


ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


Sponsored  by  the  Youth  Convention  of  OFWB 


Celebrate  Family  Fun  at  Virginia's  and  the  Carolina's 
Premier  Theme  Parks!  Come  and  enjoy  a  full  day  of  fun 

and  fellowship  at  Paramount's  Kings  Dominion  or 
Paramount's  Carowinds  with  your  family  and  friends! 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  TICKETS: 

ADVANCE  PURCHASE  ONLY! 

Ages  3  and  above 
you  save  up  to  $24.99 

off  the  $49.99  reg.  gen.  admission. 
(Children  2  and  under  are  admitted  free  ) 

Ticket  orders  must  be  recieved  two  weeks 
before  the  date  you  plan  to  visit. 

For  Ticket  Information  Contact: 

Scott  Lane,  Assistant  Director  of  Youth  Convention 
home:  252-756-6317  cell:  919-920-2106  fax:  919-735-2917 


jiiti  jijiNj'! 


WBO 
COASTER 


JONGSDOMIN10N  CAROWINRS 

Ticket  orders  must  be  recieved  two  weeks  before  your  visit. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


STATE 


EMAIL 


YES  — Count  us  in! 

We  would  like  to  purchase  Park  tickets: 


Admission  Tickets 
x  $25.00  ea. 


(Payment  enclosed) 
Children  2  and  under  are  admitted  free. 


Complete  this  ticket  order  form  and  mail  with  payment  to: 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists  Youth  Convention 

1135-B  Turttle  Creek  Rd.,  Greenville,  NC  27858 

Attn:  Scott  Lane,  Assistant  Director  of  Youth  Convention 


THE  BEST  OF  HOLLYWOOD  ENTERTAINMENT.  NOW  PLAYING. 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM       NC  27706 


Would 
you 
like 
to 
help 
us 
reach 
it? 


Please  Note:  Churches  may  give  freely.  However,  for  tax 
deduction  purposes,  individuals  should  give  through  their  church. 
In  order  to  do  this,  a  church  must  set  up  a  fund  for  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  give  through  that  fund. 


The  Press  to  $125,000! 

If  you  would  like  more  information, 
contact  the  Editor  by  phone  at  1-800-849-3927 
ext.  227  or  by  e-mail  at  <editor@  fwbpress.com>. 


Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 

Spreading  the  Word  Through  the  Printed  Page! 
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the  Original  Free  Win  Baptist 

MONTHLY  PLANNER 

July  2006 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  MONTH 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Mississippi 
Recovery  Team 
(1s<-11,h) 


INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 


8 


Short-Term 
Team  Mexico 
(8,h-15,h) 


10 


Alumni 
Homecoming, 
Children's  Home 


General  Youth 
Conference, 
Cragmont 
(10,h-15lh) 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 

Mississippi 
Recovery  Team 
(15,h-25,h) 

Short-Term 
Team  Mexico 
(15lh-22nd) 


16 


18 


19 


20 


General  Youth  I 
Conference, 
Cragmont 

(17,h-22nd) 


21 


22 

Paul  Palmer 
Conference, 
White  Pond  Church, 
Blakely,  Georgia 

Short-Term 
Team  Mexico 
(22nd-29lh) 


*3 


24 


25 


26 


27 


Young  People's 
Bible  Conference, 
Cragmont 
(24m-29'h) 


28 


29 


30 


31 

Women's  Week, 
Cragmont 
(31S|-Aug.  5,h) 


Coming  Soon: 


Notes: 


August  5-13 — Short-Term  Team,  Camp  Morelos,  Mexico 
August  20 — Freshman  Orientation,  MOC 
August  21 — College  Transfer  Orientation,  MOC 
August  23 — Classes  Begin,  MOC 
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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The 
responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the  person 
whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are  payable 
in  advance: 

1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00. 

Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

Every-Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church 
provides  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  every 
member  and  we  send  them  to  each  home. 
Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published  monthly  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class 
postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 
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POWER 
IVERSE 


For  I  say,  through  the  grace  given  unto  me,  to 
every  man  that  is  among  you,  not  to  think  of 
himself  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think;  but 
to  think  soberly,  according  as  God  hath  dealt  to 
every  man  the  measure  of  faith  (Romans  12:3). 


We  Need  Your  Help! 


"Spreading  the  Word  Through  the  Printed  Page!"  This  is  what  we  do  here 
at  the  Press.  However,  with  the  aging  of  our  equipment  (some  from 
Noah's  Ark)  we  are  in  great  need  of  an  overhaul.  This  is  in  the  form  of 
computers  and  printing  equipment  which  will  enable  us  to  fulfill  our 
mission  even  better.  Also,  it  will  enable  us  to  be  more  competitive  in 
fulfilling  all  your  printing  needs — for  our  pastors,  our  churches,  and  even 
our  fellow  ministries.  To  date,  we  have  received  $4,250  in  gifts.  We  thank 
God  for  those  gifts  and  those  who  have  made  them  possible.  They  bring  us 
that  much  closer  to  our  goal,  which  seems  so  far  away — and  yet  so  close! 
All  of  the  gifts  received  to  date  and  the  ones  to  come  fall  into  one  of  the 
categories  listed  below  under  Levels  of  Support.  Through  these  levels  of 
support,  we  can  reach  our  goal  quickly.  Those  who  have  already  given 
can  add  more  to  increase  their  support  levels.  If  you  have  not  already 
sent  your  gift,  I  pray  God  will  lay  on  your  hearts  the  worthiness  of  our 
need  and  choose  the  level  of  support  that  will  help  us  reach  our  goal.  So 
much  can  be  accomplished  and  improved  upon  with  your  support!  Once 
we  reach  our  goal,  a  donor  list  will  be  printed  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist  to  give  proper  acknowledgement  to  those  who  helped  us 
achieve  our  goal. 

I  realize  that  churches  have  many  things  going  on  right  now,  such  as  building  projects  and  other  programs  that  need  your 
attention.  But  God  promises  in  His  Word  that  your  generosity  will  be  blessed.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  me  at 
(800)  849-3927  ext.  227  or  e-mail  me  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>.  I  will  be  glad  to  help  you  any  way  I  can.  God  Bless  you! 


I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  (Philippians  3:14). 


Please  Note:  Churches  may  give  freely.  However,  for  tax  deduction  purposes,  individuals  should  give  through 
their  church.  In  order  to  do  this,  a  church  must  set  up  a  fund  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  give  through  that  fund. 


Clip  and  mail  with  contribution  to: 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  •  ATTN:  Editor  •  3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  2851 3 

Yes!  We  will  help  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  to  "Spread  the  Word  Through  the  Printed  Page.' 
Church  Name  


Address. 
City  


State. 


Zip  Code. 


Contact  Name 


Phone  (include  area  code). 


Our  Support  Level  Is: 

O  £ioo-£249          Publisher's  Club  O  £1,000-2,499  Editor's  League 

O  £250-499   Proofreader's  Club  O  £2,500-4,999  Writer's  Guild 

O  £500-999   Designer's  Club  O  £5,000+  Foundation  Builder 


O  Our  Total  Gift  of  £ 
O  Our  Total  Gift  of  £ 
Payments  of  £  


 is  enclosed. 

 will  be  made  over  a  2  year  period. 

will  be  made:  O  Monthly   O  Quarterly   O  Semiannually   O  Annually 


Graduate  Theological 
Education  for  OFWB  Ministers 


I  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
September  30, 1950,  after  I  had  gradu- 
ated from  a  junior  college  located  in 
Marianna,  Florida.  That  was  barely  two 
months  prior  to  my  twentieth  birthday. 
For  the  next  two  years  I  served  as  pas- 
tor of  rural  churches  in  southeast  Ala- 
bama while  attending  a  public  college. 
My  experience  in  those  churches  and 
my  association  with  classmates  who 
were  ministerial  candidates  in  other 
denominations  led  me  to  believe  that  I 
should  enroll  in  a  theological  seminary 
upon  graduation.  I  applied  to  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory  and  was 
accepted.  But  I  was  later  persuaded  to 
serve  as  pastor  of  a  mission  church  in 
Dade  County,  Florida,  which  I  did  dur- 
ing the  following  year.  After  getting 
married  on  May  31, 1953, 1  began  to  re- 
consider enrolling  in  a  theological 
school.  One  of  them  was  Duke  Divin- 
ity School  and  my  acceptance  at  Duke 
brought  my  wife  and  me  to  North 
Carolina.  We  had  never  been  to  this 
state  before  and  we  knew  only  one  fam- 
ily living  here.  I  came  to  Durham  with 
a  new  wife,  with  no  prospect  of  a  job 
or  a  church,  with  no  bank  account,  and 
savings  of  less  than  $500.  Thanks  to  the 
grace  of  God,  the  welcome  extended  to 
us  by  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptists, 
and  the  generosity  of  Duke  University, 
I  completed  three  years  in  the  Divinity 
School  without  any  education  debt. 
During  that  time  my  wife  gave  birth  to 
the  first  two  of  our  four  children. 

Soon  after  arriving  in  North  Caroli- 
na, I  joined  the  Central  Conference  in 
November,  1953.  At  that  time  the  Con- 
ference had  ruled  that  two  years  of  col- 
lege was  required  to  be  ordained  to  the 
ministry.  There  was  only  one  man 
among  us  who  had  earned  a  graduate 
theological  degree —  W.  Burkette  Rap- 
er — and  a  few  ministers  who  had  grad- 
uated from  college.  The  requirements 
of  two  years  of  college  is  still  in  effect 
in  the  Central  Conference  today  with 
certain  courses  specified.  But  unfortu- 
nately some  candidates  are  allowed  to 
meet  those  requirements  in  programs 
that  are  not  accredited  by  any 


by  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt 

legitimate  accrediting  agency.  A  simi- 
lar requirement  for  ordination  is  found 
in  a  majority  of  our  seven  conferences, 
but  in  two  of  them  there  is,  to  my 
knowledge,  no  clear  statement  of  edu- 
cational requirements  for  ordination. 
The  results  of  such  low  standards,  to- 
gether with  a  lack  of  encouragement 
from  fellow  ministers  and  local  church- 
es, and  the  need  for  more  personal  ini- 
tiative on  the  part  of  ministerial  candi- 
dates, causes  the  present  profile  of  the 
education  of  our  ministers  to  be  far  be- 
low what  it  should  be.  That  is  true  de- 
spite the  great  advances  in  availability 
of  higher  education  and  the  number  of 
people  graduating  from  college  today 
as  compared  to  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago. 
It  is  difficult  to  me  in  light  of  my  own 
experience  in  higher  education  to  un- 
derstand why  we  have  such  limited 
expectations  of  those  who  have  re- 
sponded to  the  high  calling  of  the 
Christian  ministry  and  who  want  to 
provide  leadership  for  our  churches  in 
the  twenty-first  century. 

When  the  Task  Force  on  the  Educa- 
tion of  Ministers  was  chosen  almost 
two  years  ago,  a  committee  on  bacca- 
laureate and  post-baccalaureate  pro- 
grams was  appointed.  We  did  a  sur- 
vey of  our  ministers  to  determine  the 
level  of  education  among  us  and  to 
evaluate  the  program  in  religious  stud- 
ies at  Mount  Olive  College.  There  were 
101  responses  out  of  a  total  of  about  250 
ministers  who  were  asked  to  partici- 
pate in  the  survey  Among  those  re- 
sponding there  were  14  who  had 
earned  masters  (usually  M.Div)  de- 
grees from  schools  accredited  by  the 
Association  of  Theological  Schools  in 
the  U.S.  and  Canada.  (More  will  soon 
be  added  to  that  number  who  are  now 
enrolled  in  divinity  schools.)  There 
were  50  ministers  who  had  earned  bac- 
calaureate degrees  (some  with  master 
degrees  in  education  or  in  counseling). 
There  were  36  who  had  earned  associ- 
ates degrees  or  had  completed  some 
college  work  or  some  studies  in  non- 
accredited  Bible  insututes  or  seminar- 
ies. Unfortunately,  some  have  been  led 
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to  believe  that  work  completed  in  such 
non-accredited  programs  is  adequate 
preparation  for  ministry  or  an  adequate 
substitute  for  regular  college  and  grad- 
uate theological  seminary  degree  pro- 
grams. The  results  of  our  survey  are  not 
as  complete  as  we  might  desire  but  it 
provides  a  much  clearer  picture  of 
where  we  stand  today  with  reference 
to  the  level  of  education  of  the  minis- 
try in  our  Convention. 

We  now  have  an  agreement  with 
Campbell  University  Divinity  School  to 
offer  courses  on  the  campus  of  Mount 
Olive  College  that  will  enable  more  of 
our  ministers  to  enroll  in  a  quality  pro- 
gram of  theological  education  that  will 
help  them  to  become  better  equipped 
to  serve  our  denomination  in  the  years 
to  come.  We  want  to  assure  them  that 
financial  aid  will  be  available  to  assist 
them  to  meet  their  tuition  costs  while 
enrolled  in  divinity  school.  As  one  who 
benefited  from  the  generosity  of  oth- 
ers while  I  was  a  student  at  Duke  Di- 
vinity School  in  the  1950s,  I  know  how 
important  it  is  to  be  relieved  of  some 
of  the  anxieties  felt  by  students  en- 
gaged in  education  at  the  graduate  lev- 
el. The  North  Carolina  Foundation  for 
Christian  Ministries,  established  in 
2005,  has  committed  to  provide  schol- 
arships in  the  amount  of  $800  each  se- 
mester during  the  next  academic  year 
to  qualified  applicants  who  enroll  in 
divinity  school,  with  preference  given 
to  those  who  apply  for  admission  to 
Campbell  Divinity  School's  program  at 
Mount  Olive  College  and  who  take  the 
two  courses  to  be  offered  in  each  se- 
mester. 

Ministers  who  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  take 
courses  in  graduate  theological 
education  should  contact  Campbell 
Divinity  School  for  admissions 
information  and  an  application  form. 
You  may  call  the  Director  of  Admissions 
at  (800)  760-9827  or  e-mail  her  at 
<harmonk@mailcenter.campbell.edu>. 
Inquiries  concerning  scholarships  from 
the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian 
Ministries  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  David 
Hines  at  <dhines@moc.edu>.  ^ 


This  is  part  2  of  a  3-part  series  on 

Youth  Ministry: 


Help  or  Hindrance? 

by  the  Reverend  John  E.  Hill 
Youth  Pastor,  Little  Rock  OFWB  Church 


In  the  previous  article,  I  discussed  the  mindsets  of 
youth  ministry,  false  expectations,  and  some  possible 
threats  in  implementing  this  new  ministry  program. 
It  is  my  continuing  hope  that  the  issues  given  here 
are  valuable  to  the  local  church  and  to  the  ministers 
of  this  denomination.  However,  harmony  between 
these  two  groups  can  be  hindered  by  conscious  or  un- 
conscious actions  taken  by  both  parties.  In  this  article 
I  will  seek  to  touch  on  a  few  of 
the  hindrances  that  I  have  ex- 
perienced and  witnessed  and 
how  they  can  be  removed  or 
improved. 

First,  let  us  labor  on  the  task 
of  the  youth  minister  or  asso- 
ciate minister's  job  within  the 
church.  There  have  been  many 
misconceptions  regarding  the 
role  of  the  staff  person  as  he  or 
she  works  with  a  senior  minis- 
ter or  pastor.  These  comments 
may  be  hard  for  some  to  hear 
and  I  look  forward  to  continu- 
ing dialogue  on  this  issue.  Nonetheless,  here  they  are: 

1.  The  youth  minister/associate  minister  is  NOT 
a  co-pastor!  Some  youth  ministers  feel  their  job  is  to 
work  primarily  with  the  children  and  youth  of  the 
church  as  if  the  youngest  of  the  congregation  "belong" 
to  them.  This  is  a  HUGE  problem  to  the  work  of  the 
church  and  staff  persons.  First,  the  senior  pastor  is 
the  PASTOR!  The  youth  minister  (or  associate)  is  a 
subordinate  staff  position.  The  pastor  remains  respon- 
sible for  the  witness,  care,  faith,  and  salvation  of  the 


The  goal  and  vision 
of  the  whole  local 
church  is  set  and 
influenced  by  the 
vision  and  goal  of 
the  senior  pastor. 


children  just  as  much  as  they  may  be  for  the  senior 
adults.  As  our  Principles  of  Church  Government 
reads,  "The  pastor  shall  have  general 
superintendence. ..preach  the  Word. ..be  an 
example. .  .visit  members. .  .do  all  within  his  power  to 
promote  the  spiritual  interest  of  the  church. . ."  (p.  67). 
Therefore,  the  job  is  NOT  limited  unless  the  local 
church  has  elected  or  voted  to  limit  his  or  her  role  to 

adults  and  the  youth  minister's 
to  students.  Nonetheless,  you 
must  be  aware;  this  kind  of  ruling 
immediately  splits  the  congre- 
gation into  two  churches  under 
one  roof.  This  is  not  in  the 
"spiritual  interest  of  the 
church." 

2.  The  goal  and  vision  of  the 
whole  local  church  is  set  and 
influenced  by  the  vision  and 
goal  of  the  senior  pastor.  It  is 
important  for  the  pastor  to 
have  a  clear  vision  and  purpose 
for  the  local  church.  A  youth 
minister  who  can  complement  the  pastor's  vision  and 
goal  should  be  hired  as  opposed  to  one  who  has  dif- 
ferent styles,  missions,  and  personal  agendas  to  fulfill. 
This  boils  down  to  common  horse  sense;  if  the  pastor 
and  youth  minister's  goals  are  too  different  the  church 
will  be  torn  apart  by  the  differing  views  and  goals  for 
ministry.  For  example,  if  the  pastor's  preferred  min- 
istry focus  is  on  worship  and  fellowship  then  the 
church  should  not  look  for  someone  whose  preferred 
ministry  focus  is  on  teaching  and  missions.  These 
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differing  views  will  cause  schisms  within  the  local 
church  ministry.  Frustration  will  arise  and  conflict  will 
be  reproduced  over  and  over  again.  This  disunion  is 
the  first  step  to  future  failures.  However,  a  gifted 
youth  minister  can  function  outside  of  his  or  her  area 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  congregation  while  drawing 
on  other  gifts  for  expanding  this  mission  and  purpose. 
The  later  is  by  far  the  healthier! 

3.  Ask  "If  I  were  the  pastor  how  would  I  want  my 
youth  minister  (associate)  to  act  and  work?"  Move 
the  shoe  to  the  other  foot!  Such  an  ethical  statement 
can  remedy  much  interoffice 
interference.  Most  of  us  want 
the  other  to  work  hard,  to  be 
informed,  to  be  frank  and 
honest,  and  to  be  made  to  feel 
special  and  supported.  Con- 
sider the  following:  (1)  never 
have  a  conversation  with 
anyone  about  the  other  staff 
person,  (2)  keep  the  other 
person  informed  daily  about 
struggles,  hardships,  con- 
cerns, ideas,  and  feelings,  (3) 
leave  supportive  messages  or 
notes  on  bright  colored  post- 
it  notes  for  the  staff  person, 
and  (4)  keep  interruptions  for 
the  other  at  a  minimum.  The 
most  important  of  all — use 
ultra  supportive  language! 

We  ask  "What  would  Jesus  do?"  How  about,  "What 
does  the  other  staff  person  need?" 

Now  that  we  have  seen  a  few  ways  the  youth  min- 
ister or  staff  person  can  help  the  pastor;  let's  turn  over 
the  coin.  Let's  discuss  the  role  of  the  pastor  and  local 
congregation  towards  the  youth  minister  or  associ- 
ate. Without  duplicating  my  previous  article,  there  are 
a  few  things  the  others  need  to  learn  about  youth  min- 
istry or  subordinate  ministry  positions. 

1.  Understand  his  or  her  job.  Many  times  there  are 
explicit  job  descriptions  (those  written  down)  and 
implicit  job  descriptions  (those  expected  but  never 
discussed).  It  is  the  second  of  these  two  that  is  most 
detrimental.  For  example,  the  youth  minister  is 
explicitly  told  to  care  for  the  well  being  of  children 
and  youth,  however,  the  reality  is  that  the  youth  min- 
ister will  have  to  do  some  adult  visitations,  hospital 
visits,  etc.  for  parents,  grandparents,  aunts,  and  uncles. 
Where  do  you  draw  the  line?  We  must  understand 


If  your  intention  is 
to  hire  a  youth 
minister  to  make  him 

or  her  into  a  little 
"you"  then  your  motive 

is  wrong — not  to 
mention  rather  arrogant! 


that  a  call  to  ministry  and  a  call  to  the  Christian  life  is 
not  a  respecter  of  persons,  genders,  races,  or  classes. 
Nobody  can  be  called  to  work  ONLY  with  one  spe- 
cific group.  Love  All,  serve  ALL! 

2.  Understand  the  Divine  Call!  If  your  intention  is 
to  hire  a  youth  minister  to  make  him  or  her  into  a 
little  "you"  then  your  motive  is  wrong — not  to  men- 
tion rather  arrogant!  The  youth  minister  or  associate 
is  not  your  understudy  or  apprentice.  Rather,  he  or 
she  is  a  minister  called  by  God  to  be  supplemental 
ministry  persons  to  help  you  (the  pastor  of  the  church) 

attain  your  goal  and  vision. 
They  are  called  to  minister  to 
students  in  a  very  different 
way.  Your  ways  may  be 
different  but  ask  yourself, 
"Whose  Side  Are  We  On?" 
No  person  wishes  to  hurt  the 
church  or  hinder  God's 
movement  among  persons 
and  do  so  while  being  paid 
so  little!  God  is  great  and 
very  creative  and  has  made 
all  of  us  to  bestow  unusual 
but  pertinent  gifts  to  the 
church.  Broaden  your  minds 
and  the  scope  of  your  accep- 
tance to  include  the  "differ- 
ences" of  all  ministry 
persons. 

3.  Don't  be  just  a  co-worker 
but  also  a  pastor!  Befriend  your  other  staff  persons! 
Pray  for  them  daily!  Remember,  they  have  under- 
developed skills,  un-kicked  habits,  and 
untrained  speaking  abilities.  Support  each  of  your 
staff  and  encourage  them  to  continue  to  seek  God's 
will  for  their  lives. 

If  we  continue  to  grow  and  expand  our  minds  and 
hearts  to  understand  each  other  then  a  peace  from 
God  will  exist  within  any  working  relationship.  My 
motive  is  to  encourage  all  of  you  that  you  may  leave 
the  elementary  elements  and  move  on  to  tougher 
issues.  My  prayer  is  that  no  one  will  fall  prey  to  such 
pointless  and  workable  problems.  ▲ 


I  invite  your  questions  and  comments  regarding  this  issue.  I 
love  to  correspond  with  others!  You  may  reach  me  via  e-mail  at 
<johnhill@bbnp.com>  or  by  contacting  the  church  office  at 
(252)239-0361. 
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North  Carolina  fouriDATion  Tor  Christian  Hihistries 


Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us,  leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
at  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  wt 

Submitted  by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 


and  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way  for  those  who  come  after  us. 


AN  OPEN  LETTER 
TO  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

The  North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries 
represents  the  unfolding  of  a  vision  to  help  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  take  their  rightful  place  in  the  Christian  com- 
munity. We  are  the  third  oldest  organized  church  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  core  of  our  Articles  of  Faith  is  older  than 
the  constitution  of  our  nation.  The  history  of  our  church  is 
the  story  of  a  noble  people  whose  heritage  and  legacy  mer- 
its not  only  preservation  but  perpetuity  to  future  generations. 

To  fulfill  our  mission  as  trustees  of  the  Gospel,  we  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists — both  ministers  and  lay  persons — 
must  equip  ourselves  for  effective  service  that  is  worthy  of 
God.  It  was  to  this  end  that  the  Foundation  was  established. 

What  Is  The  Foundation? 

It  is  a  non-profit  legal  body  chartered  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  to  which  individuals,  families,  churches  and  related 
organizations  may  make  gifts  and  establish  endowed  funds 
for  ministries  affiliated  with  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  and  other  charitable  and  educational  purposes. 
The  Foundation  is  governed  by  a  seven-member  Board  of 
Directors. 

How  Are  Gifts  Used? 

Donors  designate  the  ministries  and  charities  for  which 
they  wish  their  gifts  used.  Gifts  may  be  in  the  form  of  cash, 
real  estate,  stocks,  bonds,  life  insurance,  IRA's  or  other  as- 
sets. 

A  major  goal  of  the  Foundation  is  to  help  every  minis- 
ter— licensed  or  ordained,  along  with  those  preparing  for 
other  Christian  vocations — to  prepare  themselves  for  the 
quality  of  service  and  leadership  our  church  so  critically 
needs.  The  Task  Force  on  Education  For  Ministers  projects 
that  an  endowed  fund  of  $1  million  is  currently  needed.  Since 
January  1, 2006,  the  Foundation  has  already  received  $250,000 
for  this  purpose.  Our  goal  is  the  full  $1  million  within  three 
years! 

For  more  information  contact: 
W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 
619  West  Main  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
Phone:  (919)  658-3855 
Fax:  (919)  658-7185 
E-mail:  <wraper@moc.edu> 


CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
RESOLUTION  OF  SUPPORT  FOR 
AND  AFFILIATION  WITH 
THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

WHEREAS,  the  members  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  was  formed  to  promote  the  ministry  and  stew- 
ardship of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  North  Carolina;  and, 

WHEREAS,  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian 
Ministries  was  formed  to  foster  and  promote  Christian  stew- 
ardship and  promote  and  provide  support  to  the  ministries 
in  North  Carolina  affiliated  with  or  consistent  with  the  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  and  other  charitable, 
educational,  literary,  and  Christian  purposes;  and, 

WHEREAS,  the  Convention  recognizes  that  the  North  Caro- 
lina Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries  further  promotes 
the  goals  of  the  Convention  by  providing  avenues  of  sup- 
port by  Convention  members;  and, 

WHEREAS,  the  Convention  would  like  to  offer  and  honor 
its  support  and  affiliation  with  the  North  Carolina  Founda- 
tion for  Christian  Ministries  to  further  its  goal  to  support 
ministries  and  churches  affiliated  with  the  Convention;  there- 
fore be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists recognizes  that  it  shares  common  goals  with  the  North 
Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries  through  the 
mutual  desire  of  the  organizations  to  fund  the  ministries  of 
the  Convention,  and  as  such,  recognizes  that  the  North  Caro- 
lina Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries  is  affiliated  with 
the  Convention.  The  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists wishes  to  express  its  support  for  the  activities  of  the 
North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries. 

The  above  resolution  was  unanimously  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  For 
Christian  Ministries  in  session  on  May  18,  2006. 

(The  above  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  regular  session  on  May  25, 
2006 — Fred  Baker,  President). 
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flOUHT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

HEALTH  CARE  MANAGEMENT  DEGREE  OFFERED 

by  April  Mullins,  Public  Affairs  Intern 

Mount  Olive  College  will  offer  a  new  program  in  Health  Care  Management  (HCM)  starting  this  fall.  The 
program  is  designed  to  prepare  graduates  for  supervisory  and  leadership  positions  in  a  variety  of  health  care 
organizations  and  settings. 

As  the  health  care  service  industry  grows,  the  demand  for  people  who  have  management  skills  and  knowledge 
specific  to  health  care  will  increase.  But,  the  single  most  important  reason  that  Mount  Olive  College  decided  to 
offer  the  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  HCM  is  because  of  the  need  expressed  by  our  students  and  prospective 
students  over  the  past  decade. 

Dr.  Huabin,  assistant  professor  of  Health  Care  Management  at  MOC,  developed  the  curriculum.  As  a  resource 
he  used  the  focus  groups  to  get  ideas  and  suggestions  from  health  professionals  right  here  in  North  Carolina.  The 
HCM  program  highlights  the  characteristics  of  all  our  modular  programs  in  that  it  includes  a  project  thesis  related 
to  health  care  management  issues. 

Regardless  of  their  background,  students  who  complete  the  program  at  MOC  will  have  a  broad  overview  of 
health  care  administration  from  operations,  to  finance,  to  law  and  ethics;  and  they  will  learn  how  each  of  these 
areas  affects  the  services  needed  by  patients.  HCM  is  ideal  for  those  individuals  who  want  to  further  improve 
health  service  management  skills.  The  one  night  a  week  format  enables  adults  already  in  the  health  care  field,  as 
well  as  those  wishing  to  enter  it,  an  opportunity  to  study  while  still  working. 

The  first  program  will  be  launched  this  fall,  beginning  at  Mount  Olive  College's  locations  in  Washington,  Re- 
search Triangle  Park,  and  New  Bern.  The  program  will  be  launched  at  the  College's  Wilmington  and  Mount  Olive 
locations  in  the  spring  of  2007. 

For  more  information  about  the  program  or  to  find  out  how  to  enroll,  please  contact  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Office  of  Admissions  at  (800)  653-0854  or  e-mail  Barbara  Kornegay  at  <bkornegay@moc.edu>. . 


"LIFE  CAN  BE  BETTER" 

"Life  can  be  better,"  is  the  theme  for  the  2007  Devotion.  That  was  the  underlying  principle  of  the  founders  when 
they  gave  birth  to  Mount  Olive  College.  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt  wrote  in  the  foreword  of  A  Short  History  of  Mount  Olive 
College,  a  book  written  by  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,"  The  desire  of  its  founders  was  to  provide  a  program  of  Christian 
higher  education  for  the  benefit  of  the  denomination's  constituents  as  well  as  others  seeking  higher  learning  in  a 
college  of  this  kind....  It  was  the  intent  of  the  founders  that  Mount  Olive  College  should  be  'a  citadel  for  liberal 
arts  education  in  keeping  with  the  highest  Christian  and  academic  standards.'  As  a  ministry  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  higher  education,  the  College  was  established  in  order  to  provide  for  the  develop- 
ment of  leadership  in  the  churches  and  to  prepare  its  students  for  effective  living  in  contemporary  society." 

From  its  beginning  the  College  has  maintained  a  standard  of  excellence,  believing  that  Christian  higher  educa- 
tion is  similar  to  a  grain  of  corn.  When  planted  in  the  ground  one  grain  of  corn  has  the  potential  to  produce  2-3 
ears  of  corn  with  each  ear  producing  approximately  600-800  kernels.  Only  God  knows  the  potential  of  each  child 
who  is  born  and  Christian  education  used  to  its  fullest  is  giving  each  person  the  opportunity  to  grow  and  develop 
into  the  person  God  created  him  or  her  to  become.  When  one  becomes  the  best  one  is  capable  of  becoming,  life  has 
to  be  better! 

For  more  information  about  the  programs  of  study  Mount  Olive  College  offers  contact  Tim  Woodard,  Director 
of  Admissions  at  <twoodard@moc.edu>.  Or  for  information  about  helping  Mount  Olive  College  do  good  things 
for  others,  contact  Jean  F.  Ackiss  at  <jfackiss@moc.edu>  or  the  numbers  below. 

Mount  Olive  College  •  634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
(800)  653-0854  •  (919)  658-2502  •  Fax  (919)  658-7180 
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GRADUATES  ENCOURAGED  TO  RUN  THE  RACE 


Dawn  Faircloth  from  Roberts  Grove  Church,  Sampson 
County,  with  her  family. 


Jonathan  Best  from  Free  Union  Church,  Beaufort  County, 
with  his  family. 


Samantha  Benson  from  Silver  Creek  Church,  Carteret 
County,  with  her  family. 


The  Rev.  Gary  M.  Bailey,  pastor  of  Stoney  Creek  1 
OFWB  Church  in  Goldsboro  and  an  alumnus  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  delivered  the  keynote  address  at  the 
College's  fifty-second  commencement  on  May  6.  He 
reminded  graduates  that  they  had  not  finished  the  race, 
but  were  rather  just  beginning  the  second  leg.  "In  this 
race  you  are  running,  you  need  to  laugh  daily  in  order 
not  to  take  yourself  too  seriously,"  he  stated.  "But  by 
far  the  best  thing  you'll  ever  do  in  this  race  is  to  give 
your  life  to  God."  He  reminded  graduates  that  they 
had  run  the  race  of  higher  learning  and  by  graduating 
they  were  crossing  one  of  the  finish  lines.  "You  have 
not  finished  the  race.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have  only 
finished  the  first  leg  of  the  race.  The  second  part  of  the 
race  begins  this  afternoon.  When  you  walk  across  this 
stage  and  receive  your  degree  another  leg  of  the  race 
begins." 

He  also  reminded  the  graduates 'that  "...we  are  sur- 
rounded by  a  cloud  of  witnesses  who  are  watching  us. 
Many  people  who  came  before  helped  to  make  pos- 
sible the  opportunities  the  graduates  had  to  study  at 
Mount  Olive  College." 

Dr.  Penny  Ziemer,  who  teaches  English  and  religion 
at  the  College,  delivered  the  message  during  the  morn- 
ing commencement  worship  service. 

James  Patrick  O'Carroll  of  Raleigh,  who  received  an 
associate's  degree,  was  the  College's  first  WATTS  Nurs- 
ing Program  graduate,  a  program  that  was  initiated  in 
September  of  2004  to  address  the  needs  of  the  WATTS 
School  Of  Nursing  (WSON)  students  to  obtain  all  of 
their  courses  for  admittance  to  the  nursing  curriculum 
through  one  college. 

O'Carroll  joined  345  candidates  for  graduation  at  the 
College's  largest  commencement  in  its  55  year  history. 
Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president  of  the  College,  noted  that 
there  will  always  be  choices  to  be  made.  "Be  proactive 
in  the  pursuit  of  good  things,  making  choices  that  will 
add  quality  to  your  life.  High  in  your  priorities  of 
choice  must  be  the  values  that  you  hold."  Byrd  went 
on  to  discuss  the  Mount  Olive  College  Covenant  and 
the  fundamental  values  of  honesty,  trustworthiness,  jus- 
tice, courage,  responsibility,  gratitude,  caring,  and  re- 
spect. 

"Choices  make  a  difference.  There  is  a  call  to  prac- 
tice good  values  in  the  manner  that  you  live  your  life. 
There  is  cause  for  concern  for  the  moral  fiber  of  our 
world,  and  you  can  make  it  a  better  place  one  person 
at  the  time.  You  are  now  a  part  of  the  fabric  of  Mount 
Olive  College.  We  are  stronger  because  you  have  been 
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here,  so  travel  with  us  and  make  your  contribution  to 
pointing  the  way  to  a  better  way  and  a  better  world," 
Byrd  told  the  graduates. 


Pictured  from  left  to  right:  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  President; 
C.  Darrell  Home,  Board  of  Trustees  Chair;  The  Rev.  GaryM.  Bailey, 
speaker. 


Two  cash  awards  worth  $3,000  each  were  given  by 
Dr.  Thomas  R.  Morris.  The  first  award  was  presented 
to  Lindsey  Snyder  of  Goldsboro  for  being  the  bacca- 
laureate graduate  who  best  exemplified  serious  aca- 
demic pursuit  and  love  and  breadth  of  learning.  The 
second  award  was  presented  to  Dr.  Jake  Brown,  pro- 
fessor of  science  biology  education,  for  being  a  full-time 
faculty  member  who  demonstrates  excellence  in  teach- 
ing. Daniel  Finkenstadt  of  Goldsboro  received  The  Lora 
W.  and  Maurice  H.  King  Award,  a  $500  cash  award 
presented  to  a  nontraditional  student  from  one  of  the 
College's  six  locations.  The  Martin  Award,  a  $1,000  cash 
award  presented  to  the  baccalaureate  graduate  who  has 
the  highest  academic  average,  was  given  to  Weston 
Curies  of  Hertford. 

Of  the  College's  346  graduates,  142  attended  class  at 
the  Mount  Olive  location,  43  at  Goldsboro,  46  at 
Wilmington,  59  at  New  Bern,  and  56  at  Research  Tri- 
angle Park. 


Nelson  Rollins  from  Fremont  Church,  Wayne  County, 
with  hisfamity. 


Brad  Evans  from  Elm  Grove  Church,  Pitt  County,  with 
his  parents. 


joy  Braswell  from  Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Johnston 
County,  with  her  parents. 
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COLLEGE  OPPORTU 

Mount  Olive  College  has  openings  for  fall  2006  in  all 
programs  at  a  location  convenient  to  you. 

With  sites  in  Mount  Olive,  Goldsboro,  New  Bern,  Wash- 
ington, Wilmington,  and  Research  Triangle  Park,  MOC  is 
transforming  higher  education  so  that  it  is  available  at 
times  and  places  near  your  hometown.  Visit  our  website 
at  <http:/  / www.moc.edu>  to  find  our  free  on-line  appli- 
cation. 

Recent  high  school  graduates  and  college  transfers  can 
contact  Tim  Woodard,  Director  of  Admissions  at 
<twoodard@moc.edu>  or  by  calling  (800)  653-0854  to  dis- 
cuss admission,  scholarship  availability,  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  tour  at  the  Mount  Olive  location. 

Freshman  Orientation  begins  on  Sunday,  August  20,  and 
College  Transfer  orientation  begins  on  Monday,  August 
21,  2006.  Classes  begin  on  Wednesday,  August  23,  2006. 

Working  adults  interested  in  starting  college  for  the  first 
time  can  complete  their  associate  degree  through  MOC's 
one-night-a-week  Heritage  Plus  program.  The  Heritage 
Plus  program  is  offered  at  Mount  Olive  Evening  College, 
New  Bern,  Washington,  Wilmington,  and  Raleigh  Triangle 
Park  at  variable  times  throughout  the  academic  year,  in- 
cluding summer,  to  adults  over  21  years  of  age  who  have 
completed  high  school  or  have  a  GED.  Financial  aid  is 
available. 

Associate  degree  graduates  or  working  adults  who  have 
at  least  60  semester  hours  of  transferable  college  credit 
may  be  eligible  to  start  one  of  MOC's  upper  level  pro- 
grams in  management  and  organizational  development, 


ITIES  FOR  FALL  2006 

criminal  justice  administration,  early  childhood  education, 
religion,  management  of  information  systems,  or  health 
care  management.  Most  of  these  programs  start  several 
times  a  year  at  one  or  more  locations.  Financial  aid  is  avail- 
able. 

NEWEST  PROGRAMS 

Health  care  management  and  management  of  information 
systems  are  our  newest  programs,  and  will  be  offered  at  all 
of  our  locations  sometime  during  the  academic  year.  If  you 
are  interested  in  a  career  in  information  systems,  or  if  you 
want  to  be  involved  in  health  care  administration,  contact 
the  location  nearest  you  for  more  information. 

To  find  out  more  about  these  programs  contact  the  fol- 
lowing individuals: 

Allison  Sullivan — <asullivan@moc.edu> 
(800)  NEW  GOAL  (Mount  Olive  Evening  College) 
Evan  Duff — <eduff@moc.edu> 
(800)  NEW  GOAL  (MOC  at  Washington) 
Vaugh  Purnell — <vpurnell@moc.edu> 
(800)  NEW  GOAL  (MOC  at  New  Bern) 
Roy  Campbell — <rcampbell@moc.edu> 
(800)  NEW  GOAL  (MOC  at  Wilmington) 
Robin  Spaid — <rspaid@moc.edu> 
(800)  NEW  GOAL  (MOC  at  Research  Triangle  Park) 

Military  and  civilian  related  individuals  wishing  to  enroll 
in  classes  offered  at  MOC  at  Goldsboro  on  Seymour  Johnson 
AFB  should  contact  Dr.  Opey  Jeanes  at  <ojeanes@moc.edu> 
or  (919)  734-8585. 


ECE  PROGRAM  A  BIG  SUCCESS 

January  marked  the  third  year  of  operation  for  the  Early  Childhood  Education  program  at  Mount  Olive  College,  and 
by  all  measures  it  has  been  tremendously  successful.  Ranked  as  the  second  most  popular  program  among  the  College's 
nontraditional  offerings,  over  300  students  have  entered  the  ECE  curriculum  throughout  MOC's  five  locations. 

When  asked  what  has  made  it  such  a  hit,  Dr.  Angeline  Woodson,  assistant  professor  of  education,  stated,  "Our 
program  is  a  gateway  for  many  students  to  reach  their  educational  and  career  goals.  Because  of  our  cohort  format  and 
many  locations,  our  program  is  accessible  to  individuals  who  may  otherwise  not  have  the  opportunity  to  complete  a 
bachelor's  degree." 

According  to  Woodson,  MOC's  ECE  program  prepares  students  to  work  with  children  from  infancy  through 
kindergarten  in  various  learning  environments.  These  include  child  care  centers  and  Head  Start  classes. 

"We  currently  have  graduates  employed  as  teachers  in  More  at  Four,  kindergarten  classrooms,  and  as  parent  educators. 
In  addition,  several  students  are  continuing  their  education  by  pursuing  a  master's  degree  in  the  field,"  Woodson 
stated. 

Classes  for  the  70-week  program  are  offered  one  night  a  week  for  four  hours  to  accommodate  the  busy  lifestyles  of 
working  adults.  "Returning  to  college  can  be  intimidating  for  adults.  However,  classroom  relationships  and  the  support 
of  our  diverse  faculty  and  staff  at  MOC  help  students  feel  safe  and  be  successful  in  our  program,"  Woodson  added. 
In  addition  to  classroom  instruction,  students  have  practicum  experiences  in  various  early  childhood  settings  and 
report  back  on  their  experience. 

"The  ECE  program  at  MOC  has  been  great  for  me,"  stated  Wanda  Willis.  "The  one-night-a-week  format  is  wonderful, 
especially  when  you  work  full-time,  have  a  family  and  other  obligations.  The  ECE  instructors  are  sympathetic  as  well 
as  empathetic  to  each  individual's  needs."  Willis  will  complete  the  ECE  program  in  September  2006. 

For  more  information  about  the  ECE  program,  contact  the  Office  of  Admissions  at  (800)  653-0854. 
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"I  NEVER  PLANNED  TO  STAY  THIS  LONG" 


GETTING  TO  KNOW  WILLIS  BROWN 

Age:  63 

Martial  status:  married  to  the  former  Jerry  Tanner 
Children:  Chris  of  New  Jersey  and  Mark  of  Rocky  Mount 
Church:  First  Baptist  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

Hobbies:  Photography,  reading,  tennis,  golf,  and  spending  time  with  his  grandchildren 
MOC  Teacher:  September  1 , 1967-May  31,  2006 


Willis  Brown,  like  many  children  in 
1943,  was  born  into  a  military  family. 
The  son  of  Ruby  and  Willis  Brown  Sr., 
Willis  spent  the  first  two  years  of  his 
life  with  his  grandparents  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi.  His  dad,  an  army  chap- 
lain later  became  a  Baptist  minister, 
providing  the  opportunity  for  the 
family  to  live  in  various  states  and 
many  towns  in  Louisiana. 

At  age  nine,  Willis  took  his  first  job 
working  as  a  paper  boy.  In  high 
school  he  played  baseball,  basketball, 
ran  track,  and  graduated  second  in 
his  class.  After  graduation  he  enrolled 
at  Louisiana  College  (LC)  as  a  pre- 
med  major.  However,  by  the  time 
Willis'  senior  year  rolled  around  he 
had  decided  that  he  did  not  want  to 
become  a  doctor  and  switched  his 
major  to  biology. 

In  1965,  Willis  graduated  from 
Louisiana  College;  enrolled  at  Loui- 
siana Tech  University  with  a  teach- 
ing scholarship;  and  married  his  wife 
Jerry,  whom  he  had  met  four  years 
earlier  at  LC.  He  graduated  from 
Louisiana  Tech  with  a  master's  de- 
gree in  zoology  and  later  continued 
his  post-graduate  education  in  biol- 
ogy and  science  education  at  North 
Carolina  State  University. 

Looking  for  a  place  where  he  could 
teach  and  raise  a  family,  Willis  sent 
out  more  than  100  resumes  to  two 
and  four  year  colleges.  Because  of  its 
small  community  atmosphere, 
Mount  Olive  College  became  his  top 
choice.  Willis  planned  to  stay  at  MOC 
for  only  a  few  years  and  then  move 
on,  but  he  never  found  anything  he 
liked  better. 

"I  never  planned  to  stay  this  long, 
but  we  couldn't  have  asked  for  a 


Nathaniel  Grubbs  is  pictured  presenting 
Willis  Brown  with  a  framed  copy  of  the 
Endowed  Scholarship  Fund  established  in 
Willis'  honor  at  MOC. 


better  place  to  raise  our  family — we 
love  Mount  Olive." 

During  Willis'  39  years  at  MOC  he 
has  seen  much  growth  and  change. 
One  thing  Willis  feels  has  not 
changed  is  the  College's  ability  to 
introduce  the  world  to  its  students 
while  still  maintaining  the  traditions 
and  values  that  are  important  in  de- 
veloping the  whole  person. 

Being  a  man  of  faith  and  also  a  bi- 
ology professor  one  might  expect  for 
Willis  to  have  a  struggle  incorporat- 
ing both  into  his  life.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, that  this  has  never  been  much 
of  an  issue.  "Science  and  my  religious 
faith  go  very  well  together,"  Willis 
says.  "Science  is  limited  to  questions 
that  can  be  answered  by  numbers, 
quantities  or  repeated  evidence.  Re- 
ligious faith  is  not  limited  by  the  same 
devices  as  science." 

Willis'  contribution  in  the  class- 
room has  been  a  model  of  academic 
and  professional  excellence.  During 
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his  tenure  at  MOC,  Willis  has  taught 
courses  in  biology,  zoology,  genetics, 
chemistry,  botany,  anatomy,  physiol- 
ogy, ecology,  microbiology,  and  pho- 
tography. He  has  served  on  the  Em- 
ployee Benefits  Committee,  Institu- 
tional Safety  Committee,  Faculty  Ath- 
letics Committee,  NCAA  Compliance 
Committee,  and  as  the  faculty  mar- 
shal at  graduation.  Willis  has  twice 
served  as  the  secretary  for  the  Caro- 
linas/ Virginia  Athletics  conference 
and  has  also  served  as  a  tennis  coach 
at  MOC.  In  1992,  he  was  named  the 
Thomas  R.  Morris  Teacher  of  the  Year 
and  in  2006  the  MOC  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation named  Willis  an  honorary 
alumnus. 

In  the  Mount  Olive  community, 
Willis  has  served  as  a  deacon,  Sun- 
day School  teacher,  and  on  numerous 
committees  at  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Mount  Olive.  He  has  served  as  past 
president  as  well  as  secretary  of  the 
Mount  Olive  Kiwanis  Club.  In  1983, 
he  was  named  "Man  of  the  Year"  by 
the  Boys  and  Girls  Club  of  Mount  Ol- 
ive. In  his  "spare"  time  Willis  has  tu- 
tored hundreds  of  children  through 
the  "Read  to  Succeed"  Program  at 
Carver  Elementary  School. 

Looking  back  over  his  extended  ca- 
reer, Willis  believes  the  best  part  has 
been  the  relationships  he  has  built 
along  the  way  with  personal  friends, 
students,  colleagues,  church  mem- 
bers, and  even  to  the  people  he  has 
met  through  professional  organiza- 
tions. Willis  credits  his  personal 
growth  to  these  individuals  who 
have  come  in  and  out  of  his  life  leav- 
ing lasting  impressions  and  making 
him  the  man  he  is  today — a  man  who 
is  characterized  by  faith,  family 


values,  and  a  passion  for  what  he 
teaches. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
emeritus,  had  many  positive  com- 
ments to  share  about  Willis.  "Willis 
has  not  only  been  a  knowledgeable 
and  respected  classroom  teacher;  he 
has  also  been  a  personal  mentor  to 
his  students.  Willis  has  personified 
those  standards  and  values  which 
have  historically  identified  Mount 
Olive  College  and  he  leaves  us  a 


legacy  that  could  well  serve  as  a 
rudder  for  those  who  follow  him.  I 
believe  Mount  Olive  is  a  better  col- 
lege because  of  Willis  Brown." 

Willis  officially  retired  from  Mount 
Olive  College  on  May  31.  The  College 
held  a  retirement  banquet  in  his 
honor  on  Friday,  May  19,  at  which 
time  they  presented  him  with  a  rock- 
ing chair  engraved  with  his  years  of 
service  at  the  institution.  Also  during 
the  event,  Nathaniel  Grubbs,  one  of 


Willis'  former  students,  announced 
the  establishment  of  an  endowed 
scholarship  fund  that  he  initiated  in 
Willis'  honor.  Over  100  alumni,  fac- 
ulty, staff,  and  friends  have  already 
contributed  to  the  fund. 

For  information  about  contributing 
to  the  Willis  Brown  Endowed 

Scholarship  Fund 
contact  Dianne  Riley  in  the 
Office  of  Alumni  Relations 
at  (919)  658-2502. 


Historical  Spotlight  of  Mount  Olive  College 


(The  information  for  this  article  came  from  p.  4  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  March  31, 1954, 
Vol.  69-No.  13  and  p.  13  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  January  7,  1953,  Vol.  68-No.  1.) 
by  the  Reverend  David  W.  Hansley,  chairman,  Board  of  Directors 


Mount  Olive  College  had  its  beginning  in  the  North 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists  which 
convened  in  September  1951.  Located  at  Cragmont 
Assembly  for  the  first  collegiate  year  (1952-1953),  its 
original  name  was  Mount  Allen  Junior  College,  after  the 
mountain  that  is  located  behind  the  Assembly  grounds. 
From  the  beginning,  this  was  a  temporary  location,  and 
the  Board  of  Education  was  searching  for  property  that 
the  denomination  could  afford  to  buy. 

The  College  served  nine  students 
during  its  first  year:  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
C.  B.  Hansley,  the  Rev.  L.  L.  Parker,  and 
Miss  Freieda  Hansley,  all  of  Folkstone, 
N.C.;  Mr.  George  Millard,  Mount  Olive, 
N.C.;  Miss  Inez  Taylor,  Warsaw,  N.C.; 
the  Rev.  Earnest  Strickland, 
Rockingham,  N.C;  Mr.  J.  S.  Brotherton, 
Swannanoa,  N.C;  and  Mrs.  A.  B 
Chandler,  Ahoskie,  N.C.  The  Rev.  Lloyd 
Vernon  was  president  and  teacher  for  the  subjects  in  the 
Bible  Institute  department  for  both  ministerial  students 
and  students  studying  Christian  Education.  The  Rev.  A. 
B.  Chandler  was  the  teacher  for  the  subjects  in  Business 
Education  and  a  subject  in  Advanced  English.  The  Rev. 
W.  L.  Moretz,  who  had  been  hired  as  a  third  teacher, 
became  Field  Representative  to  visit  churches  and  solicit 
funds  for  the  college. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  conventional  year  of  1953,  what 
seemed  an  answer  to  prayer  occurred:  property  was 
located  and  investigated  in  the  town  of  Mount  Olive, 
North  Carolina.  The  property  had  been  used  for  school 
purposes,  making  it  easily  adaptable  for  college  purposes. 


\oLcLe.n. 
XjLd.le.s 


The  building,  a  two-story  sixteen-room  brick  structure, 
situated  on  an  entire  city  block,  was  located  near  the  center 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  The  Board  of  Christian 
Education  decided  to  recommend  to  the  North  Carolina 
State  Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists  that  the 
denomination  purchase  of  the  property.  The  convention 
adopted  the  recommendation  and  elected  a  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  college. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  after  investigating 
and  looking  the  property  over,  decided  it 
was  worth  the  price  asked  for  it.  The 
property  was  purchased  for  the  sum  of 
$25,000.  Four  thousand  dollars  was  the 
required  down  payment.  The  remainder 
of  the  $21,000  was  to  be  paid  in  eighteen 
months  at  3  percent  interest. 

The  Board  of  Directors  held  several 
meetings  in  an  effort  to  purchase  the 
property,  making  necessary  repairs,  and 
perfected  the  program  for  the  operation  of  the  college  for 
the  year  1953-54  and  for  the  next  year,  1954-55.  Classes 
were  held  three  evenings  each  week  from  7  p.m.  to  10 
p.m.,  or  three  class  hours  each  day,  a  total  of  nine  class 
hours  each  week. 

The  Rev.  James  A.  Evans  was  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  be  Public  Relations  Director  for  the  college. 
His  work  was  to  solicit  funds,  recruit  students,  advertise, 
and  build  up  favor  for  the  college  in  general.  Soon  after 
Mr.  Evans  was  hired  as  the  College's  first  full-time 
employee,  the  Board  hired  the  Rev.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  a 
twenty-six  year-old  minister,  to  be  president  of  the 
College. 
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DAILY  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 
IN  THE  PHILIPPINES  AND  MEXICO 


One  of  the  children  shows  her  craft. 


Given  Kennedy  teaching  in  Palawan, 
Philippines. 

We  took  a  Short-Term  team  to  the 
Philippines  from  April  19-May  4, 
2006.  On  the  day  we  arrived  in  Cebu 
City,  we  had  the  joy  of  attending  the 
Graduation  Exercises  for  the  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  School  that  had  been 
held  at  the  Risen  Lord  School  one 
week  prior  to  our  arrival.  The  chil- 
dren recited  verses,  performed  skits, 
and  songs.  Each  child  was  given  a 
certificate  of  attendance.  Many  re- 
ceived awards  for  outstanding  work 
during  the  week.  (Each  year  all  over 
the  Philippines  our  workers  hold 
DVBS.  This  is  a  wonderful  way  to 
reach  them  for  the  Lord.) 

Some  of  our  team  members  held 
DVBS  in  Narra,  and  Puerto  Princesa 
City,  Palawan.  In  Narra  there  were 
about  45  children  who  had  to  pack 
into  a  12  X  12  room  at  the  back  of  the 
church.  They  left  their  shoes  outside 
the  door  and  sat  on  the  floor.  The 


STT-MEXICO 
2007 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  a 
Short-Term  Team  to  Mexico  in  2007, 
you  need  to  ACT  IMMEDIATELY! 
Dates  still  available  are:  June  23-30, 
July  7-14,  July  14-21,  August  4-12 
(Camp  Morelos).  


Tonya  Tripp  and  Pat  Cayton  preparing 
and  assisting  with  crafts. 

room  was  stuffy  and  extremely  hot. 
They  were  excited  about  the  lesson 
and  the  craft,  even  though  it  was  just 
a  paper  plate  with  solid  color  cut-outs 
that  were  made  to  look  like  a  fish.  Pat 
Cayton  and  Tanya  Tripp,  who 
worked  with  the  children  had  some 
good  Filipina  translators.  The  chil- 
dren were  also  given  a  homemade  ice 
pop  for  their  refreshments. 

The  team  also  held  a  Bible  School 
on  the  campus  of  Palawan  Bible  Col- 
lege during  the  Annual  Convention 
that  met  May  1-3.  The  DVBS  was 
held  in  the  old  church  building  on  the 
campus.  There  were  approximately 
75  children.  Gwen  Kennedy  had  pre- 
pared lessons  and  crafts  for  many 
Bible  Schools,  but  she  was  needed  in 
the  clinic  and  was  only  able  to  teach 
one  day  rather  than  the  usual  five- 
day  lessons. 

It  is  a  real  joy  to  be  able  to  share 


Several  of  the  teens  with  their  crafts. 

Christ  with  children.  This  is  the  best 
time  to  reach  them,  while  their  hearts 
are  still  tender  and  they  can  receive 
the  Truth  of  the  Gospel  so  easily. 

This  summer  our  Short-Term 
Teams  will  conduct  five  weeks  of 
DVBS  in  Mexico.  They  will  minister 
to  several  hundred  Mexican  children. 
The  team  members  will  teach  Bible 
lessons,  have  crafts,  and  play  games 
with  them.  It  is  our  desire  to  see  these 
children  turn  to  Christ  as  their  Sav- 
ior. Would  you  please  join  us  in 
prayer  as  we  reach  children  around 
the  world  with  the  Gospel? 


SPECIAL  NOTICE  TO  ALL 
STT  MEMBERS  2007 


If  you  are  planning  to  go  on  a  Short-Term  Team  to  Mexico  in  2007, 
you  MUST  have  a  passport.  You  need  to  apply  for  one  this  year.  A  new 
law  that  requires  a  passport  goes  into  affect  in  December  2006.  DO  NOT 
PROCRASTINATE  ABOUT  THIS.  I  am  sure  there  will  be  a  flood  of 
passport  applications  next  year  and  this  will  slow  the  issuing  process. 
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DEDICATION  OF  CANIGARAN  FWB  CHURCH 
PUERTO  PRINCESA  CITY,  PALAWAN,  PHILIPPINES 

by  Harold  Jones 


We  started  the  work  in  the  Philippines  in  1971  in  the  Canigaran  area  of  Puerto 
Princesa  City.  We  visited  house-to-house,  held  Bible  studies  under  coconut  trees, 
and  baptized  the  converts  in  the  Sulu  Sea.  Many  of  the  first  converts  were  Muslims. 
When  it  came  time  to  build  the  first  church  building,  we  built  it  on  the  main  road 
leading  from  Puerto  proper  to  the  sea.  It  was  in  walking  distance  of  Canigaran  and 
the  people  from  there  walked  to  church  each  Sunday.  During  the  week  we  would 
hold  Bible  studies  in  Canigaran. 

Over  the  years  as  the  work  expanded  and  the  airport  extended  the  runway,  the 
people  from  Canigaran  were  cut  off  from  access  to  the  church  building.  They  had  to 
travel  several  miles  around  the  city  to  reach  the  church.  It,  therefore,  became  neces- 
sary to  construct  a  building  in  Canigaran.  The  first  building  was  a  "nipa"  church.  It 
was  made  of  bamboo,  coconut  leaves,  had  a  dirt  floor,  and  a  coral  altar.  A  few  years 
ago  a  plan  was  approved  for  a  new  concrete  building.  It  was  a  dream  come  true,  an 
answer  to  prayer  for  this  congregation.  The  building  has  been  completed  and  on 
April  30  the  Short-Term  Team  attended  the  dedication  of  this  fine  building.  The  people 
were  filled  with  joy  and  thanksgiving.  The  service  gave  all  honor  and  glory  to  God,  for  He  is  our  Provider.  They 
blessed  me  with  the  honor  to  speak  and  offer  the  dedication  prayer.  The  team  members  sang  a  special  song.  Dr.  Don 
Ribeiro  shared  special  music,  with  Debby  Gray  accompanying  him  on  the  keyboard. 

Following  the  service  we  enjoyed  a  "feast"  that  the  church  members  had  prepared.  We  had  lechon  (roasted  pig), 
chicken,  pork,  fish,  rice,  bico  (sweet  sticky  rice),  mango,  bananas,  and  coconut  milk. 

We  praise  the  Lord  for  building  His  Church  and  for  the  faithful  ministry  of  Pastor  Arman  and  Vickie  Manzano. 
THANK  YOU  FOR  GIVING  AND  PRAYING  TO  MAKE  THIS  POSSIBLE! 
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GOD'S  CALLING  AND  STRENGTH 


by  the  Reverend  Alfredo  Rodriguez 


On  May  1,  2005,  the  Lord  gave  me 
an  opportunity  to  minister  to  the 
Emmanuel  El  Salvador  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Piedras  Negras,  Coah, 
Mexico.  I  always  had  worked  under 
the  direction  of  a  pastor,  but  on  that 
date  I  was  in  front  of  the  church  and 
my  question  was  not,  "What  can  I  do? 
What  is  the  most  important  need  in 
this  church?  And  what's  going  to 
happen  with  my  wife?"  She  had 
breast  cancer  and  was  very  sick.  That 
night  I  talked  with  my  family.  My 
wife  told  me  that  we  are  always  to- 
gether in  all  things  and  we  will  be 


united  in  this  new  ministry.  One  of 
our  daughters  could  not  accept  the 
seriousness  of  my  wife's  sickness  and 
she  had  many  questions  to  the  Lord. 
My  work  as  pastor  and  the  love  of 
the  church  to  her  changed  her  mind. 
The  cancer  in  my  wife  was  the  most 
difficult  experience  of  our  lives,  but 
it  strengthened  our  convictions  to  the 
Lord. 

I  accepted  my  work  as  pastor  and 
the  Lord  gave  us  many  personal 
blessings.  The  support  of  the  church 
to  us  is  great.  The  church  is  growing 
and  we  have  some  new  leaders  work- 
ing in  the  different  departments  in 


DRAMA  PERFORMED  IN  BULGARIA: 

by  Tezdjan  N.  Murtazova 


our  church.  I  thank  the  Lord  for  these 
new  laborers,  because  I  alone  cannot 
do  all  the  things  the  church  needs. 

During  the  first  year  of  my  pastor- 
ate, my  wife's  health  became  more 
complicated  and  on  February  7, 2006, 
the  Lord  decided  to  take  her  to  His 
glory.  I  am  a  widower,  but  the  Lord 
has  given  me  this  wonderful  church 
family  to  lean  on. 

On  April  16,  2006,  Brother 
Everardo  ("Lalo")  Martinez  helped 
me  baptize  three  people  from  our 
church.  It  is  a  great  blessing  to  me 
because  between  all  sad  things  I  can 
see  God's  glory.  Now  I  understand 
that  "all  things  are  for  His  glory." 

THE  LOST  SON" 


Participants  in  the  "Lost  Son"  drama. 


Pigs  that  were  used  in  the  "Lost  Son"  drama. 


At  times,  all  of  us  identify  ourselves  with  the  "Lost  Son,"  among  you  probably  better  known  as  the  prodigal  son. 
Sometimes  we  too  may  hide  from  the  Father.  We  neglect  His  enduring  love  to  us  and  we  even  run  away  from  God  to 
make  our  dreams  come  true.  The  parable  of  the  lost  son  has  become  famous  to  many  people  as  a  supreme  story  of  love. 
Probably,  because  we  once  were  lost  also  and  God  searched  for  us,  and  He  found  us  through  Jesus  Christ  the  Savior. 
The  youth  and  the  young  married  couples  decided  to  make  a  drama  of  the  parable.  It  was  an  exciting  time  for  all  of  us. 
The  participants  were  disciplined  and  with  some  advice  from  Willem  we  managed  it.  We  wished  to  play  the  drama  on 
a  stage  for  our  friends  and  relatives.  We  have  a  space  problem  with  our  Balchik  church  situation  so  we  had  to  find 
other  ways  to  make  this  beautiful  story  alive  to  many  people  who  don't  know  their  Savior.  Some  of  the  pictures  were 
taken  in  the  camp.  Men  and  women  who  usually  hesitated  and  refused  to  come  to  our  meetings  asked  if  they  were 
welcome  to  see  the  program. 

We  made  it  an  evangelical  event.  All  the  members  hoped  and  prayed  that  people  would  hear  the  "Good  News" 
which  they  need  without  even  realizing  what  a  great  message  of  love  this  story  proclaims.  On  Good  Friday  we  had 
four  projection-sessions  of  "The  Jesus  Movie."  The  space  was  limited  so  we  could  have  only  a  few  chairs.  Nonetheless, 
our  doors  were  open  for  anybody  who  wanted  to  see  the  program.  We  prayed  for  God's  guidance  and  presence,  being 
concerned  about  the  lost  daughters  and  sons  of  our  Father  in  His  world.  God  enabled  us  to  reach  many  of  these  dear 
ones  with  His  "Love"  message. 
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Children  s  Home 


PIZZA  PARTY  AND  AWARDS  BANQUET 


On  May  22,  the  staff  and  residents 
boarded  the  agency  vans  for  a  pizza 
party  at  CiCi's  Pizza.  After  the  meal, 
everyone  gathered  in  Heritage  Hall 
for  the  awards  banquet.  There  were 
numerous  awards  earned  during  the 
school  year:  Most  Improved  Academically, 
Most  Studious,  Best  School  Conduct, 
Highest  Grade  Point  Average,  Band, 
Chorus,  and  many  others.  More  than 
40  awards  were  presented. 


SUMMER 
RECREATION 
PROGRAM 

In  partnership  with  Nash  County 
4-H,  the  summer  recreation  program 
will  begin  on  June  19,  2006.  A  differ- 
ent theme  will  be  used  each  week, 
such  as  agricultural  science,  express 
yourself,  nutrition  and  manners, 
plant  science,  health  and  safety,  and 
others.  The  residents  are  excited 
about  the  summer  recreation  pro- 
gram. 


NEEDS  LIST 

Summer  Trip  Sponsor  ($3,000) 
Electrasol  dishwasher  tablets 
DVD  player  (portable) 

Queen  Sheet  Sets 
'i   (for  staff  bedding) 
Laundry  Detergent 
Liquid  Fabric  Softener 
Craft  Items: 
Latch  hook  rug  kits  (12X12) 
Scrapbooks 
Scrapbook  stickers 


0 


THIRD  ANNUAL  PAPER  AND 
CLEANING  PRODUCTS  DRIVE 

The  Spring  Branch  OFWB  Church  Layman's  League  has  cahouwa 
once  again  coordinated  with  the  Carolina  Mudcats  to  pro- 
mote a  paper  and  cleaning  products  drive  for  the  Children's 
Home.  The  date  is  Friday,  July  21, 2006,  at  7:15  p.m.  Last  year, 
the  drive  was  very  successful,  supplying  the  Children's  Home 
with  a  10  months  supply  of  paper  products,  and  a  3-6  months 
supply  of  laundry  detergent  and  cleaning  supplies.  This  was 
a  tremendous  blessing. 

Bill  Doane,  Spring  Branch  Church,  is  the  contact  person  for  the  event,  and 
shares  these  comments: 

"Wouldn't  it  be  great  to  fill  Five-County  Stadium  with  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists?  I  ask  that  you  make  this  a  church- wide  effort,  involving  your  auxil- 
iaries, youth  groups,  and  Sunday  School.  You  can  enjoy  a  great  night  of  base- 
ball and  help  the  Children's  Home." 

You  may  order  your  tickets  directly  from  the  MudCats  (919)  269-2287. 
If  you  have  questions,  please  contact  Bill  Doane  at  (252)  753-3717. 


Don't  Miss  Our 
60th  Alumni  Homecoming 
July  9,  2006 
Memorial  Chapel 
Guest  speaker:  William  Rich 
Alumnus,  1925-1930 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    18    July  2006 


CAMPUS  VISITS 


First  Church,  Wilson  belma  ^urcn 

Recent  visitors  were  Wilson  OFWB  and  Selma  OFWB  churches.  They  brought  food 
and  fun.  Thanks  for  sharing. 


MOVING  ON 

by  Cynthia  Batten 

Angela  Goody  came  to  live  at  the  Children's  Home  in  May  of  2002.  I  had  the  chance  to 
talk  with  Angela  about  her  life  here  on  the  eve  of  her  high  school  graduation,  May  25, 
2006.  She  was  quick  to  tell  me  about  all  of  the  fun  times  she  had  at  the  home,  such  as 
summer  recreation,  the  swimming  pool,  vacations  to  theme  parks,  and  meeting  new  resi- 
dents. Angela  talked  about  the  benefits  of  living  at  the  Home.  She  said  she  learned  re- 
sponsibility, money  management,  independence,  and  gained  a  desire  to  graduate  from 
high  school  and  further  her  education.  She  has  plans  to  further  her  education  at  Lenoir 
Community  College,  majoring  in  aviation,  and  hopss  to  one  day  become  a  commercial 
airline  pilot. 

I  asked  Angela  if  there  were  any  words  of  advice  she  would  like  to  leave  with  the 
residents  here  and  the  ones  to  come  and  this  was  her  reply: 

"Aim  high  and  don't  ever  give  up!  Remember,  when  you  think  you've  got  it  tough, 
there  is  always  someone  who  is  in  worse  circumstances  than  you.  Stay  in  school,  and 
,   Angela  Goody  make  the  best  of  the  opportunities  that  are  offered  to  you  at  the  Children's  Home." 

Angela  moved  from  the  Children's  Home  on  the  day  after  graduation.  She  will  be  staying  with  a  family  while  she 
goes  to  college.  She  asked  that  I  express  to  all  her  thanks  and  gratitude  for  the  prayers  and  support  she  received 
during  her  stay  at  the  Home,  and  for  the  graduation  gifts. 


MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 
RENOVATION  UPDATE 

Renovation  is  almost  complete  at  Memorial  Chapel. 
The  concrete  for  the  ramp,  the  porch  and  the  parking 
lot  has  been  poured.  The  columns  have  been  added  to 
the  covered  stoop,  and  now  all  we  need  are  some  rails 
and  a  little  paint.  We  received  $16,550  to  help  offset  the 
renovation  costs.  Thanks  to  all  who  contributed. 
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(onvtrmon  flews 


Cefefcrating 
Ti wo  hundred  Seventy-Wine  Years 
Of  Christian  Witness 


Convention  of 
OriginafTree  Witt  (Baptists 
1727  2006 
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AUGUST  IS... 

Do  we  really  know  who  we  are?  Are  we  aware  of  our  history — our  roots  as  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists? Just  what  does  the  Church  Covenant  mean?  Do  we  really  understand  our  mission  and  the  minis- 
try God  has  given  us? 

Learn  the  answers  to  these  and  many  other  important  questions  during 

HERITAGE  MONTH 
in  your  local  church. 

Each  Sunday  you  can  discover  the  true  purpose  and  meaning  of  being  an 

Original  Free  Will  Baptist. 

Sunday,  August  6,  2006 — Local  Church  Sunday 

Celebrate  your  local  church  history,  your  current  programs,  and  your  vision  for  the  future.  This  will 

be  a  great  day  for  an  afternoon  church  family  gathering. 

Sunday,  August  13,  2006 — Covenant  Sunday 

Renew  the  commitments  you  made  when  you  became  a  member  of  your  local  church. 
Use  the  Church  Covenant  as  a  subject  for  Sunday  School  lessons  and  morning  sermons. 

Sunday,  August  20,  2006 — Mission  and  Ministry  Sunday 
Use  the  OFWB  Mission  Statement  as  your  source  for  learning  this  week. 

Sunday,  August  27,  2006 — Heritage  Sunday 
A  brief  history  of  our  denomination  is  available  for  distribution.  You  can  discover  the  rich  and 
exciting  history  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Plan  a  trip  to  Mount  Olive  College  to  visit  the  OFWB 

Historical  Collection. 

The  special  Heritage  Love  Offering  you  receive  on  Heritage  Sunday  will  benefit  both 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection  and  the  Ministry  of  your  Convention. 

Information,  bulletin  cover  patterns  and  inserts,  plus  the  resources  mentioned  above 
are  available  at  no  cost  to  your  church  by  contacting  the 
Office  of  Convention  Services  at  (252)  746-4963 
or  by  visiting  our  website  at 

<www.ofwb.org>. 

Let's  celebrate  the  diversity  of  our  people  and  the  unifying  foundations  of  our  faith  during 

ife'R'l'f'ACjZ  MOtPftf 

August  2006 
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Suiiday  School  Ministry 


Riverfront  Convention  Center 
New  Bern,  NC 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 
Gene  Cordova  and  Bongo 
Cordova  Creative  Ministries 


Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 

P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963 
<director@ofwbsundayschool.org> 

Mrs.  Angel  Lorton 
105  Ann  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28560 
(252)  637-7967 
<aand  j  @cox.net> 


COASTAL  MACEA 

AUGUST  11-12,  2006 
Riverfront  Convention  Center 
New  Bern,  NC 

Registration  Fees: 
Friday— $25 
Saturday— $25 
Both  Days— $45 
Fee  Covers  Registration  and 
Two  Meals 

i=jjj=i       Bring  five  people  and 
get  the  sixth  person  free. 

^  Bring  ten  people  and  get  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  person  free. 

70  Workshops 
Fun  •  Food  •  Fellowship 


People  of  the  Way 
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Retirement  Nones  HinisM 


DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  RETIREMENT  HOMES  MINISTRY? 

by  Ronnie  Taylor,  Executive  Director 


This  is  a  continuation  of  the  article 
that  appeared  in  the  June  2006  Free 
Will  Baptist.  In  this  article  I  want  to 
address  the  four  programs  that  make 
up  our  ministry. 

The  first  area  is  what  we  call  the 
RESIDENTIAL  CARE  PROGRAM. 
This  program  provides  only  housing 
and  is  a  participatory  program.  Based 
on  need,  clients  must  contribute 
thirty  percent  (30%)  of  their  retire- 
ment income  to  Retirement  Homes 
and  promise  to  live  in  a  manner  con- 
sistent with  our  standards  of  Chris- 
tian values.  Services  we  provide  in- 
clude the  dwelling,  all  utilities  except 
telephone,  yard  care,  and  garbage 
removal.  We  also  provide  basic  ap- 
pliances such  as  water  heater,  wash- 
ing machine,  dryer,  refrigerator, 
stove,  and  maintain  an  adequate  heat 
and  air  conditioning  system  consis- 
tent with  usually  accepted  standards. 

Next  we  have  the  SUPPLEMEN- 
TAL HOUSING  SUPPORT  PRO- 
GRAM. This  program  is  designed  to 


aid  persons  who  have  the  same  needs 
as  do  residents  except  that  they  have 
their  own  home  or  live  in  housing  of 
their  own  choosing.  They  must  sup- 
ply adequate  proof  of  need  and  fol- 
low our  standards  of  Christian  con- 
duct. This  support  is  granted  on  a  one 
year  basis  and  will  be  automatically 
renewed  for  continuing  years  provid- 
ing the  financial  need  still  exists  and 
if  funds  are  available  to  our  program. 
This  is  a  fixed  amount  given  monthly. 

Third,  we  have  the  SUPPLEMEN- 
TAL SUPPORT  SERVICES  PRO- 
GRAM. We  have  found  that  there  are 
persons  who,  for  various  reasons,  fall 
through  the  cracks  of  society's  other 
programs  and  are  restricted  by  spe- 
cial cases  or  needs.  This  program  is 
designed  to  allow  us  to  customize  aid 
in  cases  of  special  circumstances  or 
to  meet  legal  requirements.  These  cli- 
ents have  to  meet  the  same  eligibility 
requirements  as  with  other  programs. 
One  of  the  chief  areas  in  this  program 
is  tailoring  aid  to  mesh  appropriately 


and  legally  with  Social  Security  regu- 
lations. 

The  DISABILITY  EQUIPMENT 
AVAILABILITY  PROGRAM  makes 
up  the  fourth  area.  This  is  the  newest 
program  in  our  ministry.  It  began 
about  three  years  ago  and  has  helped 
many  of  our  people.  It  is  our  only 
program  available  to  all  our  people 
regardless  of  age  or  retirement  status. 
Very  simply,  it  provides  a  way  of  dis- 
tribution of  used  disability  equip- 
ment that  our  people  or  friends  no 
longer  need  and  makes  the  equip- 
ment available  to  those  who  do  have 
a  need.  This  equipment  (hospital 
beds,  walkers,  recliner  lift  chairs, 
wheelchairs,  shower  seats,  bedside 
commodes,  crutches,  canes,  etc.)  is  for 
any  of  our  folk  who  may  have  need 
of  it.  All  they  have  to  do  is  contact 
Retirement  Homes  and  arrange  to 
pick  it  up  and  return  it  when  they  no 
longer  need  it.  There  is  no  charge  for 
the  use  of  this  equipment;  however, 
we  do  encourage  support  of  our  min- 
istry. 
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What  A  Youth  Program  Means  Straight  From  the  Horses'  Mouths 


by  Rita  Jones,  Powhatan  Church 


Powhatan  Church's  Youth  Group  in  Clayton  has  been 
recognized  consistently  as  an  Elizabeth  C.  Hansley 
Outstanding  Youth  Group  since  the  program  began  in 
1999.  The  church  encourages  its  youth  members  to 
work  hard  and  be  active  in  district  and  state  activities. 
A  key  to  having  a  good  youth  program  is  having  good 
leadership  skills  in  the  youth  members  themselves. 
Below  is  a  message  from  three  of  the  youth  members 
from  Powhatan  Church  who  have  served  well  as  teen- 
agers and  who  have  benefited  from  their  church  in- 
volvement and  service. 

Over  the  past  five  years  all  three  young  ladies  have 
served  the  Youth  Convention  at  the  state  level  as  rep- 
resentatives and  then  as  State  officers.  All  three  were 
recipients  as  freshmen  of  a 
scholarship  from  the  Cape  Fear 
District.  All  three  were  part  of 
four  of  the  five  youth  mission 
trips.  Two  plan  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Chicago  team  in  July  2006. 
All  three  made  Dean's  List  last 

semester  at  their  respective  colleges.  Powhatan  is  grate- 
ful to  them  for  their  years  of  service  and  hopes  to  con- 
tinue to  be  a  part  of  their  bright  future.  By  February  of 
2007,  all  will  be  20  or  older  and  no  longer  considered 
YFAs.  Hear  what  the  OFWB  youth  program  has  meant 
"straight  from  the  horses'  mouths." 

"I  was  one  of  the  fortunate  people  to  receive  a  schol- 
arship from  the  Cape  Fear  Conference  (CFC)  and  also 
received  the  OFWB  $2500  scholarship  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  Being  a  part  of  CFC  as  an  officer  was  one  of 
the  things  that  helped  me  to  be  a  good  leader.  Going  to 
college  is  an  important  step  in  my  life  and  the  CFC 
helped  me  out  a  lot.  Being  president  helped  me  with 
my  communication  skills  and  people  skills.  It  gave  me 
skills  to  take  out  into  the  'real  world',  and  the  adult 
leaders  were  great  role  models.  To  those  who  will  be  in 
the  same  place  I  was,  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity that  is  given  to  you.  Don't  refuse  to  step  up  be- 
cause no  one  else  is.  Be  your  own  person  and  do  it  so 
you  can  develop  your  skills.  You  never  know  how  much 
it  will  help  you  until  you  do  it.  Don't  be  scared  to  take 
charge  of  your  future.  It's  hard  to  pay  for  college  and 
any  bit  of  help  will  be  appreciated  in  the  future.  Volun- 
teer to  be  an  officer  and  participate  in  the  fun  that  the 
district  youth  work  has  to  offer" — Roberta  Widhalm, 


20-year-old  daughter  of  Bob  and  Kay  Widhalm  of  Clayton 
and  former  Cape  Fear  Youth  treasurer,  vice-president,  and 
president.  A  rising  senior  at  Mount  Olive  College,  she  is 
majoring  in  Criminal  Justice  and  plans  to  be  an  Immigra- 
tion and  Customs  Special  Agent. 

"I  have  been  an  officer  for  the  past  six  years  and  have 
enjoyed  working  for  the  CFC  so  much.  I  have  gained 
many  leadership  skills  through  being  involved.  You  are 
able  to  meet  so  many  great  people  that  you  would  not 
be  able  to  meet  if  you  were  not  involved.  I  was  very 
pleased  to  receive  a  Cape  Fear  Scholarship.  I  am  so 
happy  at  Mount  Olive  College.  It  is  a  wonderful  school. 
As  a  state  youth  officer,  I  was  able  to  serve  on  the  State 
Youth  Convention  Executive  Board,  meeting  some  of 

the  faculty  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  It  was  great  to  al- 
ready know  some  of  the  fac- 
ulty here  at  my  college 
when  I  started.  Mount  Ol- 
ive is  my  second  home  and 
it  is  a  wonderful  school  re- 
flecting Christian  morals  and  values." — Crystal  Guy,  19- 
year-old  daughter  of  Mark  and  Jackie  Guy  of  Clayton,  is  in 
her  sixth  year  of  service  to  the  Cape  Fear  Youth  as  treasurer 
and  vice-president.  She  is  a  rising  sophomore  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  and  was  president  of  the  2006  freshman  class. 

"Being  involved  as  a  district  officer  has  been  a  big 
part  of  my  teenage  years.  As  secretary,  I  learned  the 
churches  and  the  people  from  each  church  that  took 
part  at  monthly  rallies.  At  the  state  level,  I  enjoyed 
events  like  the  annual  convention  each  May,  King's 
Dominion  Day,  and  the  summer  mission  trips.  I  met 
people  and  made  friends  from  all  across  the  state.  Work- 
ing with  the  youth  leaders  teaches  you  so  much  about 
the  denomination  and  the  importance  of  serving.  I  ap- 
preciate receiving  the  Cape  Fear  Scholarship  last  year 
and  am  loving  being  a  student  at  North  Carolina  State 
University.  Good  leaders  are  needed  in  our  churches 
and  being  a  youth  officer  is  the  best  way  to  begin  learn- 
ing what  it  takes  to  be  a  good  leader.  If  you  give  your 
time,  you  will  receive  back  many  blessings." — Nikki 
Jones,  19-year-old  daughter  of  Rita  Jones  of  Clayton  and  Mike 
Jones  of  Benson,  served  as  the  Cape  Fear  recording  secretary 
for  six  years.  She  is  a  rising  sophomore  at  NC  State  Univer- 
sity in  Raleigh  and  is  an  N.C.  Teaching  Fellow,  planning  to 
be  a  high  school  history  teacher  after  graduation. 
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Camp  Vaiidemere 


REMAINING  SUMMER  CAMP  SCHEDULE  2006 

Summer  camping  season  is  well  underway  with  four  weeks  of  camp  completed  to  date.  The  remaining  weeks  available 
are  as  follows: 


July  2-July  7 
July  9-July  14 
July  16-July  21 
July  23-July  28 
July  30-August  4 
August  7-August  11 
August  13-August  18 


Open 

Eva  Mae  Clark 
Barry  Hodowanic 

Gary  Bryant /The  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor 
The  Rev.  Doug  Radford 
The  Rev.  John  Thompson 
Open 


(252)  637-5346 
(252)  249-0133 
(252)  745-3171 
(252)  291-6446 
(252)  633-0025 


If  anyone  would  like  to  conduct  a  week  of  camp  in  the  above  open  slots  or  for  more  information  on  this  year's  scheduled 
camp  weeks,  please  contact  our  camp  manger,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222  or  the  camp  direc- 
tor mentioned  above. 


NEW  DATE  FOR  SINGIN'  BY  THE  RIVER 
OCTOBER  2006 

After  much  consideration,  thought  and  prayers,  the  board  has  decided  to  make  a  change  in  the  date  of  the  Fall  "Singin'  by 
the  River"  fundraiser.  Due  to  heat  factors  and  other  conditions,  the  scheduled  date  for  2006  and  following  years  will  be  the 
third  weekend  in  October.  The  dates  for  this  year  are  October  20-21.  Hopefully,  the  weather  will  not  be  as  hot  and  humid 
during  this  time  of  the  year.  We  are  hoping  for  continued  support  during  this  event  that  has  helped  the  camp  to  purchase 
many  needed  items  so  we  can  carry  on  the  ministry  of  reaching  souls  through  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 

NOVEMBER  2006  CAMP  FISHING  TOURNAMENT 

The  date  for  the  annual  fishing  tournament  is  November  4,  2006.  More  information  will  be  included  in  future  articles  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

Thanks  goes  out  to  each  and  everyone  of  you  who  continue  to  support  the  ministry  of  Camp  Vandemere.  The  chapel  is 
nearing  completion  with  the  dedication  service  being  held  on  Saturday,  June  3.  More  information  and  updated  photos  will 
be  available  in  the  August  paper  concerning  the  chapel.  Continued  effort  to  enhance  the  camp  facilities  and  grounds  is 
ongoing  with  the  following  projects  nearing  completion:  additional  parking,  storage  areas  and  umbrellas  erected  in  the  pool, 
improvements  to  the  pier  and  canoe/paddleboat  areas.  This  last  project  will  be  an  added  feature  for  the  adult  supervision  of 
our  youth. 


CAMP  VANDEMERE  LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPER'S  CLUB 

Support  Camp  Vandemere  by  joining  the  Lighthouse  Keeper's  Club.  The  purpose  of  Camp  Vandemere  is  to  win  lost 
souls  to  Christ  and  to  strengthen  and  renew  Christians  through  various  camp  weeks,  weekend  retreats,  and  other  spon- 
sored events.  Membership  is  only  $144  per  year,  and  can  be  paid  all  at  once  or  in  monthly  installments  of  $12.  Once  the 
membership  fee  has  been  paid,  you  will  receive  a  certificate  entitling  you  to  one  of  the  following: 

1  WEEK  OF  SUMMER  CAMP  •  2  NIGHTS  IN  THE  FAMILY  LODGE  •  1  WEEK  AT  A  RV  SITE 

The  certificate  is  good  for  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  membership  fee  of  $144. 

This  is  an  excellent  way  to  help  young  people  in  your  church  or  community  to  have  an  opportunity  to  attend  camp,  as 
well  as  provide  financial  support  to  the  camp.  If  you  would  like  to  become  a  member  of  the  Lighthouse  Keeper's  Club 
please  fill  out  the  application  at  the  bottom  of  this  page  and  return  it,  along  with  the  first  payment,  to  the  address  at  the 
bottom  of  this  form.  Remember  all  donations  are  tax  deductible. 


NAMK 


ADDRESS 


CHURCH 


SIGNATURE  _ 


DATE. 


MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO:  CAMP  VANDEMERE,  INC. 

(Please  note  on  the  check  "FOR  LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPER'S  CLUB") 

MAIL  TO:  DAMON  E.  KENNEDY,  TREASURER 
CAMP  VANDEMERE,  INC. 

2079  TRAM  ROAD 
MOUNT  OLIVE,  NC  28365 
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People  and  Events 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Recipients  at  the  State  Woman's  Auxilary  Convention  who  Some  of  our  boys  in  their  Convention  t-shirts  at  the  Youth 

received  a  framed  certificate  for  achieving  A-l  status  for  the  year.         Convention  at  MOC  in  May.  Powhatan  had  29  in  attendance. 


Congratulations  to  all  of  this  year's  graduating  seniors!  Connie  Otto  Barton  of  Powhatan  graduated  magna  cum  laude 
from  Mount  Olive  College  on  May  6  with  a  bachelor  degree  in  business  management.  Debra  Jones  received  an  associate 
degree  from  Johnston  Community  College.  Mark  and  Jackie  Guy  received  certificates  from  Carolina  Bible  Institute  for 
completion  of  two  studies  in  Scripture  at  the  May  13  ceremony. 

Cape  Fear  Recording  Secretary,  Betty  Strickland  spoke,  on  stewardship  at  a  district  study  course  at  Powhatan  on  Saturday 
morning,  May  6.  She  referenced  much  Scripture  and  left  us  with  the  question  of  what  we  will  do  with  what  God  has  given 
us.  Six  churches  were  represented. 

The  youth  held  a  carwash  at  Bagley's  Transmission  in  Clayton  the  same  morning  and  raised  over  $200  for  the  Powhatan 
Relay  for  Life  team. 

The  sixth  annual  mother-daughter  banquet  was  sponsored  by  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  and  held  in  the  fellowship  hall  that 
evening.  A  meal  was  shared;  and  Ginger  Smith  Hill,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Roger  Hill  of  Oak  Grove,  brought  the  devotional 
message  about  being  a  mother  and  telling  stories  of  her  own  mother.  She  and  her  mother  and  sister  also  blessed  the  group 
with  their  gift  of  song.  Certificates  were  given  to  those  with  perfect  attendance  for  the  2005  year  and  other  honors  were  made 
to  those  with  various  other  accomplishments  for  the  auxiliary  and  church  family. 


CHILD'S  EYE  VIEW 

by  Christine  P.  Sawyer 

There  he  stood 
in  the  corner  of  the  steps 
the  weather  blustry  cold 
with  snowflakes  drifting  down. 

The  little  fellow  I  saw 
in  my  child's  eye  view 
the  worn-out  shoes 
with  naked  feet  in  sight. 

My  heart  went  out  with  love  and  care 
I  wanted  so  much  to  help 
with  shoes  to  wear 
and  cover  the  naked  feet  so  bare. 

I  asked  for  help 
Somehow  it  came  to  pass 
Shoes  and  love  for  the  little  guy 
A  wonderful  memory  that  lasts! 


THE  EUNUCH 
by  Otis  Haman 


As  I  read  the  ancient  text 
Words  came  together  easy  enough 
Though  my  Hebrew  was  a  little  rough 
I  managed  one  line  to  the  next. 

My  mind  not  able  to  comprehend 
The  meaning  of  what  was  being  read 
Perplexity  engulfing  my  head 
I  began  to  search  for  a  Godsend. 

Then  the  Apostle  Phillip  appeared 
Just  as  if  God  knew  what  I  needed 
Certainly  He  did  for  He  is  God. 

As  Phillip  spoke  the  meaning  was  clear 

The  time  has  come  for  me  to  feed 
On  words  that  once  had  seemed  so  odd. 
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HISTORICAL  MARKER  PLACED  ON  THE  SITE  OF 
LITTLE  CREEK  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


Members  and  friends  have  joined  together  to  place  a  historical  marker  on  the 
site  of  Little  Creek  OFWB  Church. 

Little  Creek  OFWB  Church  is  located  in  the  Scuffleton  Community  in  Greene 
County.  The  church  building  is  a  few  hundred  yards  west  of  the  banks  of  Little 
Contentnea  Creek  about  four  miles  west  of  Ayden,  North  Carolina. 

The  exact  date  the  church  was  organized  is  unknown.  It  is  believed  to  have 
been  between  the  years  1727  and  1748.  It  is  generally  assumed  that  Elder  Joseph 
Parker  organized  Little  Creek  Church. 

As  the  historical  marker  states,  the  first  church  building  was  about  20'  x  30' 
and  constructed  with  logs.  The  church  has  been  a  member  of  the  Central  Confer- 
ence since  1748.  Little  Creek  has  been  referred  to  as  A  Jones  Meeting  House  on 
Little  Contentnea.  Little  Creek  is  one  of  six  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  not  ab- 
sorbed by  the  Kehukee  Association  in  1765. 

Records  show  a  deed  given  to  the  church  about  1765.  Shadrack  Mercer  deeded 
a  site  to  the  church  in  1791.  The  present  site  of  the  church  was  a  plot  of  ground 
held  by  the  Bill  Edwards  family  for  many  years.  It  was  purchased  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joe  Whi taker  in  1764.  The  present  church  was  built  about  1880. 

On  November  5,  1812,  the  General  Conference  met  at  Little  Creek  (A  Jones 
Meeting  House  on  Little  Contentnea.)  The  church  has  contributed  much  to  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  heritage  and  has  preserved  the  faith  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist. 

The  church  is  active  with  a  membership  of  about  140.  The  pastor  with  the 
longest  record  of  tenure,  26  years  and  9  months,  was  the  Rev.  Frank  Flowers 
(1979-2006).  The  Rev.  Philip  Wood  began  as  pastor  on  May  7,  2006. 
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The  Blessings  of  Christian  Music 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor 
Without  music  and  singing,  a  worship  service  would  be 
incomplete.  Their  impact  is  immeasurable.  Christian  music 
has  been  a  part  of  my  Christian  experience  as  far  back  as  I 
can  remember.  I  learned  the  children's  choruses  and  hymns 
in  Sunday  School,  VBS,  and  revivals.  Since  those  days  at  my 
home  church  (Union  Grove,  Wayne  County,  NC)  the  singing 
of  choruses  and  hymns  have  continued  in  my  life  and  I  know 
they  have  played  a  vital  part  in  my  spiritual  development. 
As  a  pastor,  I  have  always  been  a  part  of 
the  singing  of  the  hymns  of  the  church, 
hymns  that  were  inspired  by  our  Chris- 
tian ancestors.  I  have  sung  in  church 
choirs,  quartets,  and  other  groups.  Some 
of  my  greatest  spiritual  blessings  have 
taken  place  during  such  times. 

Each  church  seems  to  have  its  favorite 
songs  or  choruses.  No  matter  how  often  they  are  sung,  they 
prove  to  be  a  blessing  to  God's  people.  "The  Banner  of  the 
Cross"  was  one  of  Union  Grove's  favorites.  "Everyday  With 
Jesus"  was  one  of  the  favorite  choruses.  A  long-standing  fa- 
vorite among  all  churches,  especially  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, is  "Victory  in  Jesus,"  and  some  have  suggested  that  it 
should  be  declared  the  official  hymn  of  our  church. 

Music  can  speak  to  the  searching  soul — one  who  is  long- 
ing for  God  and  a  closer  walk  with  Him.  An  appropriate 
hymn,  placed  in  its  proper  place  during  a  worship  service, 
can  lift  the  entire  congregation  to  new  heights  of  praise  and 


Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 

adoration.  Tears  often  fall  from  a  worshipper's  eyes  as  the 
words  of  a  hymn  strike  the  cords  of  the  heart  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  begins  to  move  in  one's  life.  Certain  hymns  often  stir 
our  memories  of  a  sad  event,  or  some  wonderful  event. 

In  most  worship  services,  we  usually  follow  a  pattern.  We 
begin  with  a  great  hymn  of  praise,  such  as,  "Come,  Thou  Al- 
mighty King."  Afew  minutes  later,  maybe  after  the  announce- 
ments, we  sing  another  hymn  or  several  praise  choruses.  Just 
before  the  morning  message  there  is  spe- 
cial music.  Whatever  arrangements  they 
follow,  the  purpose  is  to  harmonize  the 
service  to  the  extent  that  God's  people 
will  be  blessed  and  their  hearts  prepared 
to  receive  His  Word.  Then  follows  the 
most  important  part  of  the  service — the 
singing  of  a  hymn  which  may  be  an  in- 
vitational hymn,  a  hymn  of  consecration,  or  simply  a  hymn 
that  challenges  the  believer  to  a  higher  spiritual  level. 

Like  all  ministers,  I  have  my  favorite  songs — ones  I  have 
sung  as  solos  and  ones  I  have  sung  repeatedly  in  worship 
services.  Some  of  them  have  been  a  blessing  to  me  because  of 
where  I  was.  The  one  that  tops  the  list  is  "Surely  the  Presence 
of  the  Lord  Is  in  This  Place."  "The  Place"  was  Soundside 
Church.  We  sang  it  often  and  we  were  always  blessed  by  it.  I 
have  joined  in  the  singing  of  it  in  many  other  places,  but  not 
with  the  same  impact  as  with  the  congregation  at  Soundside. 
I  hope  to  sing  it  again  with  them  very  soon. 
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Attention:  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  in  Wilson  County 


The  Wilson  Jesus  Video  Project  QVP)  is  excited  to  share  with,  you  the  news  that  a  group  of  men  and 
women  have  had  a  vision  of  placing  the  Jesus  DVD  in  every  home  in  Wilson  County  on  December  15, 
2006.  You,  your  pastor,  and  your  church  can  be  a  part  of  this  exciting  outreach  program.  Here's  How: 

(1)  As  a  pastor:  (a)  You  can  begin  to  promote  the  JESUS  project  to  your  congregation,  (b)  You  can  attend  one 
or  all  of  the  weekly  meetings  to  receive  more  information,  (c)  You  can  pray  for  the  success  of  this  outreach 
program,  (d)  You  can  receive  an  offering  to  help  support  the  distribution  of  the  DVDs. 

(2)  As  a  Church  Member:  (a)  You  can  encourage  your  pastor  and  church  leadership  to  be  involved  in  the 
JESUS  project,  (b)  You  can  encourage  your  women's  groups,  men's  groups,  and  Sunday  School  classes  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  project,  (c)  You  can  attend  one  or  all  of  the  weekly  meetings  to  receive  more  information, 
(d)  You  can  pray  for  the  success  of  the  outreach  project,  (e)  You  can  challenge  each  group  or  class,  or  the 
congregation  to  give  a  minimum  of  $  1 5  per  person  to  the  project. 

(3)  As  a  Businessperson:  Perhaps  the  Lord  will  lead  you  to  give  a  significant  financial  gift  to  the  project. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  a  member  of  the  JVP  to  present  a  program  to  your  congregation  or  small  group, 
please  visit  our  website  at  <www.JVPwilson.com>  or  contact  Ray  Wells  at  (252)243-6498  or  (252)  243-3063. 
Meeting  times  are  also  found  on  the  website. 


The  Cost  of  the  Project:  $120,000  to  reach  every  home  in  Wilson 

The  Cost  per  DVD:  $3 
The  Cost  of  One  Soul  Coming  to  Christ:  PRICELESS 


MAIL  DONATIONS  TO:  Wilson  JVP,  PO  Box  3901,  Wilson,  NC  27895 


ROWTH  INDUSTRI 

Ray  Wells,  Sales  Representative 
(252)  243-6498 


We  specialize  in  helping  you  advertise  your  next  event! 


We  offer  custom  imprinted: 
Caps,  Coffee  Mugs,  Plastic  Cups, 
Pens,  Pencils,  Magnets,  &  Much  More! 


Good  Service  +  Good  Advertising  =  Good  Business 


Cape  Fear  Conference 
Union  Meeting 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference/Union  Meeting  will 
be  held  at  Lanwood  Chapel  OFWB  Church  on 
Saturday,  July  29,  2005  at  10  a.m. 

The  Christian  Board  of  Education  is 
sponsoring  this  Union  for  a  workshop: 


BEING  CHURCH  IN  A 
POSTMODERN  WORLD 

Marci  Rollins-Smart,  guest  speaker 


The  Church  is  located  three  miles  north 
of  Smithfield  on  Buffalo  Road. 
PLEASE  MAKE  PLANS  TO  ATTEND! 


Blue  Orass 
Oospel  (5-  Country 
Music  Show 

Ayden  Community  Center  Auditorium 

South  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  NC 


Saturday,  July  15,  2006 

7  P.M. 


The  Lewis  Family 

from  Clayton,  NC 


Advance  Tickets:  $6 
Tickets  at  the  Door:  $8 


For  more  information,  contact: 
Rod  Moore  @  (252)  746-4172 


ATTN:    Woman's  Auxiliaries 

At  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention,  a  resolution 
passed  that  the  Woman's  Auxiliaries  would  assist 
in  outfitting  the  kitchens  of  the  Disaster  Relief  bunk 
trailers.  It  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  that 
these  trailers  will  be  used  this  year  beginning  the 
middle  of  July.  We  ask  the  auxiliaries  to  send  funds 
to  Home  Missions/Harvest  Connection 
designated  for  this  purpose  as  soon  as  possible. 

Thank  you,  Teresa  Grubbs 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Executive  Committee 


Churches  £  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


Associate  Pastor/Youth  Minister — Part-time  position 
(20  hours/week).  Must  be  a  licensed  or  ordained 
OFWB  minister.  Please  send  resumes  with  cover  letters 
to:  St.  Mary's  Grove  Church,  7987  Raleigh  Road,  Benson, 
NC  27504  or  e-mail  <pastor@  stmarysgrove.org>. 

The  Reverend  Charles  Petit  is  available  for  pastoral, 
supply,  revivals,  or  interim  duties.  He  may  be  reached 
by  phone  at  (919)  553-5741  or  by  mail  at  2014  Penny 
Lane,  Clayton,  NC  27520. 

Larry  Matthews,  now  licensed  in  the  Western  Conference 
by  Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nash  County,  is  available  for  supply 
or  interim  work.  He  may  be  reached  at  (910)  322-1964  or 
by  mail  at  2210  Mt.  Zion  Church  Rd.,  Nashville,  NC  27856. 


Patriotism  consists  riot  in 
waving  the  flag,  but  in 
striving  that  our  country  shall 
be  righteous  as  well  as  strong. 

— James  Bryce 


COUNT  YOUR  BLESSINGS! 

CELEBRATE 
INDEPENDENCE  DAY,  JULY  4th 
WITH  YOUR  FAMILY! 


Display/ Advertising  Rates 

1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $20 
1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $30 
1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $40 
3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $50 
Full  page  •  $60 
Full  Color  Back  Cover  •  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  Free 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These 
charges  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming 
event  listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  editor  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone 
at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227. 

There  is  no  charge  for  article  submissions. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5,h  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  When  the  5th  falls 
on  a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before. You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*Phone-in  and  handwritten  information  is  accept- 
able BUT  WE  CANNOT  BE  HELD  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ERRORS! 

^Pictures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an 
appropriate  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  included! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run 
for  2  months  only 


2^ 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

Subscribe 


Name  (please  print) 
Address  


State 


Zip 


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


area  code 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 

□  4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00 


City  

Phone  Number  ( 

Church  (if  a  Plan)  

Churches: 

□  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

□  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  To:  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


* 


ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


Sponsored  by  the  Youth  Convention  of  DFWB 


june i,M,  jo,  16,  n,n,wi 


Celebrate  Family  Fun  at  Virginia's  and  the  Carolina's 

Premier  Theme  Parks!  Come  and  enjoy  a  full  day  of  fun 

and  fellowship  at  Paramount's  Kings  Dominion  or 
Paramount's  Carowinds  with  your  family  and  friends! 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  TICKETS: 

ADVANCE  PURCHASE  ONLY! 

Ages  3  and  above 
you  save  up  to  $24.99 

off  the  $49.99  reg.  gen.  admission. 
(Children  2  and  under  are  admitted  free j 


Ticket  orders  must  be  recieved  two  weeks 
before  the  date  you  plan  to  visit. 

For  Ticket  Information  Contact: 

Scott  Lane,  Assistant  Director  of  Youth  Convention 
home.  252-756-6317  cell:  919-920-2106  fax:  919-735-2917 


KJNgSDOWON  CAKOWTNDS 

Ticket  orders  musl  be  recieved  two  weeks  before  your  visit. 


MME 


rn 


m 


\yJaramounti 

CAROWINDS 


Carowinds.com 


T  V    (  i 


YES  —  Count  us  in! 

We  would  like  to  purchase  Park  tickets: 

  Admission  Tickets 

/  $25.00  ea  =  

'Payment  enclosed) 
Children  2  and  under  are  admitted  free. 

Complete  this  ticket  order  form  and  mail  with  payment  to: 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists  Youth  Convention 

1135-B  Turttle  Creek  Rd.,  Greenville,  NC  27858 

Attn:  Scott  Lane.  Assistant  Director  of  Youth  Convention 


Ti 

w 


THE  BEST  OF  HOLLYWOOD  ENTERTAINMENT.  HOW  PLAYING. 


ft 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM     NC  27706 

These  churches  keep  up  to  date  with  the 
latest— through  group  subscriptions  to 


Agape  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Antioch  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Barnes  Hill  Church,  Nashville,  NC 

Beaverdam  Church,  Clarendon,  NC 

Bethany  Church,  Wadesboro,  NC 

Bethany  Layman's  League,  Winterville,  NC 

Bethel  Church,  Four  Oaks,  NC 

Beulaville  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Grove  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

Cabin  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Charity  Mission/Church, Whiteville,  NC 

Christian  Chapel  Church,  Pink  Hill,  NC 

Core  Creek  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 

Covenant  Church,  Hope  Mills,  NC 

Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City,  NC 

Croatan  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 

Cypress  Creek,  Whiteville,  NC 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Seven  Springs,  NC 

Daniel's  Chapel  Woman's  Aux.,  Wilson,  NC 

Davis  Church,  Davis,  NC 

Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 

Edgewood  Church,  Macclesfield,  NC 

Elm  Grove  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

First  Church,  Durham,  NC 

First  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

First  Church,  High  Point,  NC 

First  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

First  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 

First  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

First  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

First  Church,  Tarboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Warsaw,  NC 

First  Church,  Williamston,  NC 

First  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Folkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Spring  Hope,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

Fremont  Church,  Fremont,  NC 

Friendly  Chapel  Church,  Greensboro,  NC 

Friendship  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

Greater  Bethlehem  Church,  Starke,  FL 

Grimsley  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 

Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Harmony  Church,  Wilson,  NC 


Harrell's  Chapel  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 
Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville,  NC 
Hickory  Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie,  NC 
Hickory  Grove  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
High  Point  Church,  Trinity,  NC 
Hillsberry  Church,  Clinton,  NC 
Holly  Springs  Woman's  Aux.,  Newport,  NC 
Hopewell  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
House  of  Prayer  Church,  Kemersville,  NC 
Howell  Swamp  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Hugo  Church,  Grifton,  NC 
Indian  Springs  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Jakin  Church,  Jakin,  GA 
Johnston  Union  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Kenly  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
Kings  Cross  Roads  Church,  Farmville,  NC 
La  Grange  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Lanwood  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama,  NC 
Living  Waters  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 
Longridge  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Macedonia  Church,  Whiteville,  NC 
Marlboro  Church,  Farmville,  NC 
May's  Chapel  Church,  Dudley,  NC 
Moseley's  Creek  Church,  Dover,  NC 
Mt.  Calvary  Church,  Clarkton,  NC 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nashville,  NC 
Mt.  Zion  Church,  Bayboro,  NC 
New  Bethlehem  Church,  Grantsboro,  NC 
Northeast  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Northern  Church,  Bahama,  NC 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
Oak  Grove  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Ormondsville  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Pearsall  Chapel  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 
Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Church,  Albertson,  NC 
Piney  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Kenly,  NC 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Grimesland,  NC 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 
Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 


Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Robert's  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Dunn,  NC 
Rock  Springs  Church,  Bailey,  NC 
Rose  Hill  Church,  Winterville.NC 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Russell  Creek  Church,  Beaufort,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
Saratoga  Church,  Saratoga,  NC 
Sarecta  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 
Selma  Church,  Selma,  NC 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Sidney  Church,  Belhaven,  NC 
Silver  Creek  Church,  Swansboro,  NC 
Smith's  New  Home  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 
Smyrna  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Sneads  Ferry  Church,  Sneads  Ferry,  NC 
Snow  Hill  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Soundside  Church,  Columbia,  NC 
Spring  Branch  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson,  NC 
St.  Paul  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Steven's  Chapel  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Stony  Hill  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Sweet  Gum  Grove  Church,  Stokes,  NC 
Tee's  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 
Unity  Church,  Wilson,  NC 
Walnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wardens  Grove  Church,  Lowland,  NC 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Richlands,  NC 
White  Hill  Church,  Aurora,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wildwood  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 
Winterville  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
Yelverton  Grove  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Zion  Church,  Blakely,  GA 


your  church  can,  too!  Subscribe  To  Jaijf 


the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

MONTHLY  PLANNER 

August  2006 

HERITAGE  MONTH 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Disaster  Relief 

Team, 
(July  29-Aug.  6) 


August  Women's 
Week,  Cragmont 
(July  31-Aug.  5) 


Cragmont  Golf 
Tournament 
(3-4) 


Short-Term  Team, 
(5-13) 

Disaster  Relief 
Team  (Youth), 
(5-12) 


8 


10 


Local  Church 
Sunday 


Pee  Dee  Youth 
Conference  at 
Cragmont 
(7-10) 


11 

Coastal  MACEA, 
(11-12) 


12 


Disaster  Relief 
Team, 
(12-20) 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Covenant 
Sunday 


Disaster  Relief 
Team, 
(19-27) 


20 


Mission  &  Ministry 
Sunday 


21 

College  Transfer 
Orientation,  MOC 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


Convention  Headquarters  Open  House 
Gifts,  prizes,  and  refreshments  for  everyone 
Visit  the  offices  of  Home  &  Foreign  Missions, 
the  Sunday  School  Ministry,  Retirement  Homes, 
and  the  FWB  Press  and  Bookstore. 
Call  (252)  746-4963  for  details  or  directions. 


Classes  Begin, 
MOC 


Michael  Martin 
Golf  Tournament 
for  MOC 


Disaster  Relief 
Team, 
(Aug.  26-Sept.  3) 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


Heritage 
Sunday 


Coming  Soon: 

September  5 — Convention  Executive  Committee  Meeting, 
Headquarters,  Ayden,  NC-9  a.m. 

September  18 — OFWB  Convention  Open  Golf  Fellowship, 
Happy  Valley  Country  Club,  Wilson,  NC 

Disaster  Relief  Teams— September  2-10,  9-17,  16-24,  September  23-October  1 


Notes:  RECEIVED 

AUG  1  5  2006 
DIVINITY  school  library 

 DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The 
responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the  person 
whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are  payable 
in  advance: 

1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 
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ETCETERA 


28  Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life 


Call  unto  me,  and  I  will  answer  thee, 
and  show  thee  great  and  mighty  things, 
which  thou  knowest  not  (Jeremiah  33:3). 


A  Matter  of  Spiritual  Discernment 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


During  the  past  few  months,  I  have  become  somewhat  perplexed 
concerning  the  evident  decline  in  the  moral  values  and  practices  of 
a  faction  of  people  in  our  society.  I  also  have  given  a  great  deal  of 
thought  relative  to  the  attacks  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  upon  Jesus 
our  Savior,  and  upon  His  followers.  The  Da  Vince  Code  book  and 
movie,  the  so-called  gospel  accounts  of  the  life  of  Jesus — the  gospel 
according  to  Judas,  the  gospel  of  Mary  Magdalene,  the  gospel  of 
Thomas,  and  others — have  surfaced  to  cast  doubt  upon  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  true  gospels  and  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  divinity  and 
incarnation  of  Christ,  His  sinlessness,  Resur- 
rection and  other  basic  doctrinal  truths,  in- 
cluding the  questioning  of  whether  there  is 
actually  a  Heaven  and  a  Hell.  Almost  daily 
the  secular  and  liberal  press  pounds  away  at 
the  Christian  faith.  Surely,  the  sceptic  and 
doubter  is  taking  it  in  with  a  measure  of  de- 
light, hoping  to  see  the  decline  of  biblical 
preaching  and  the  practice  of  true  Christian  faith.  As  believers,  how- 
ever, we  know  that  His  Word  will  endure  and  the  ultimate  victory 
over  sin  is  certain.  We  believe  the  words  of  Jesus  when  He  spoke 
about  Heaven  and  the  place  of  torment.  We  also  know  what  He 
said  about  sin  and  its  consequences.  Thus,  we  are  made  to  wonder 
why  the  sinner — the  unsaved — fails  to  get  the  picture,  to  perceive 
the  truth. 

The  answer,  we  must  remember,  is  revealed  in  the  Word.  In  deal- 
ing with  the  problems  in  the  Corinthian  Church,  and  there  were 
many,  including  carnality,  Paul  explained  that  the  revealed  truths 
of  God  are  spiritually  discerned:  "But  the  natural  man  receiveth 


not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God:  for  they  are  foolishness  unto 
him:  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  dis- 
cerned" (1  Corinthians  2:14).  Concerning  their  carnal  state  (mean- 
ing of  the  flesh),  a  result  of  their  lack  of  spiritual  growth  and  devel- 
opment, Paul  wrote,  "For  ye  are  yet  carnal:  for  whereas  there  is 
among  you  envying,  and  strife,  and  divisions,  are  ye  not  carnal, 
and  walk  as  men?"  (1  Corinthians  3:3).  Their  carnality  was  deep- 
rooted  and  manifested  itself  in  various  ways,  as  cited  in  this  verse. 
In  Romans  8,  Paul  dealt  with  the  matter  of  conflict  between  the 
Spirit  and  the  old  nature:  "For  they  that  are 
after  the  flesh  do  mind  the  things  of  the  flesh; 
but  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit  the  things  of 
the  Spirit.  For  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death; 
but  to  be  spiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace. 
Because  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against 
God:  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God, 
neither  indeed  can  be.  So  then  they  that  are 
in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God"  (w.  5-8).  In  verse  13,  Paul  clearly 
stated  what  will  happen  if  one  lives  after  the  flesh  "..  .ye  shall  die: 
but  if  ye  through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye 
shall  live." 

We  are  reminded  that  those  without  the  Spirit,  who  do  not  know 
Him  as  personal  Savior  cannot  perceive  or  understand  spiritual 
matters.  Thus,  they  are  without  a  true  mooring,  or  foundation.  Like 
a  leaf  driven  on  the  wind,  they  are  cast  about  with  every  fanciful 
idea  or  so-called  doctrine.  As  much  as  we  would  like  for  them  to 
understand  our  faith  and  biblical  truths,  they  cannot.  However,  we 
must  be  vigilant  in  proclaiming  the  truth  that  will  set  them  free. 


I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  (Philippians  3:14). 
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by  Dr.  Greg  Day, 

Campus  Minister /Assistant  Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 

The  following  are  ideas  for  how  your  congregation  can  stay  connected  with  its  college  student  members  throughout 
the  year.  Be  sure  to  include  commuter  and  non-traditional  students  who  continue  to  live  at  home  or  in  the  area! 


AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

•  Have  a  "commissioning  service"  for  the  students  who 
will  attend  college  or  graduate  school  in  the  fall  and 
spring. 

•  Develop  a  covenant  that  offers  the  church's  prayer 
support  for  the  student  and  present  the  student  a 
copy  of  the  covenant  for  them  to  read  during  the 
school  year. 

•  Obtain  USPS  and  e-mail  addresses  of  the  students  to 
send  to  them  church  newsletters,  church  bulletins, 
sermon  copies,  birthday  cards,  etc. 

•  Provide  a  copy  or  subscription  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
for  each  student  to  be  sent  to  their  college  address. 

•  Inform  them  of  the  ministries  that  are  available  at 
each  college  and  encourage  them  to  connect  with 
Christian  student  organizations. 

OCTOBER 

•  Order  Advent  and  Lenten  meditation  guides  for  a 
later  mailing  to  your  students. 

•  Have  the  pastor  write  to  students  telling  about  Christ- 
mas church  activities  and  inviting  them  to  respond 
about  their  experiences  at  school. 

•  Meet  with  high  school  juniors  and  seniors  to  discuss 
their  college  plans  and  have  available  information 
about  Mount  Olive  College. 

•  Make  plans  to  "adopt  an  international  student"  for 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas. 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

•  Have  a  Thanksgiving  Sunday  breakfast  for  college 
student(s)  home  for  the  holiday  weekend. 


•  Make  care  packages  for  students  at  home  or  away 
and  include  the  Advent  booklets  ordered  in  October. 

•  Personally  invite  students  to  have  leadership  roles 
and  participate  in  Advent,  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
activities  during  break. 

•  Have  the  pastor  invite  students  to  a  lunch  to  discuss 
with  them  about  their  life  at  college. 

•  Arrange  a  meeting  of  the  college  students  with  the 
upper  level  high  school  students  to  discuss  campus  life. 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

•  Track  how  your  high  school  seniors  are  doing  with 
their  college  admissions  applications  and  responses. 

•  Send  the  Lenten  Meditation  booklets  to  students  at 
least  two  weeks  before  Lent  begins. 

•  Encourage  your  college  students  to  consider  spring 
or  summer  mission  opportunities. 

MARCH/APRIL 

•  See  which  students  are  going  on  "Alternative  Spring 
Break"  trips  to  do  hands-on  service.  Ask  them  to 
write  an  article  for  the  church  newsletter  about  their 
experiences. 

•  Make  up  and  send  care  packages  to  students  timed 
to  arrive  at  final  exam  times. 

MAY 

•  Assess  your  church's  year-long  collegiate  connection 
process,  thank  every  one  involved  and  modify  your 
college  age  ministry  as  needed. 

•  Celebrate  with  those  who  are  graduating  and  allow 
them  to  thank  the  church  for  their  support. 
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This  is  part  3  of  a  3 -part  series  on 

Youth  Ministry: 

What  are  the  Roles  of  the 
Conferences  and  the  Convention? 


by  the  Reverend  John  E.  Hill 
Youth  Pastor,  Little  Rock  OFWB  Church 


My  previous  articles  have  been  written  to  address 
the  work  and  purpose  of  the  supplemental  ministry 
programs  and  staff.  After  gaining  some  grasp  of  the 
issues  at  hand  I  turn  now  to  the  government  of  our 
OFWB  family  to  seek  guidance  in  dealing  with  such  an 
issue.  However,  before  we  begin  we  must  clarify  some 
titles  to  help  keep  our  sanity  and  maintain  intelligibility. 

First,  a  few  professional  definitions: 

1.  Youth  Minister:  A  youth  minister  is  a  "layperson" 
who  may  be  volunteer  or  paid  (not  nearly  enough)  to 
work  with  children  and  youth  (or  "students").  (Similar 
to  the  layperson  most  call  "music  minister"  and  commonly 
called  "youth  director.") 

2.  Youth  Pastor  A  youth  pastor 
is  an  "ordained  person"  paid  to 
work  with  students.  This  is 
typically  a  "full-time  religious 
professional  position." 

3.  Associate  Pastor:  An 
associate  pastor  is  an  "ordained 
religious  professional"  hired  to 
"assist  the  pastor"  in  the  work 
of  the  church.  May  be  called  on 
to  oversee  the  ordinances,  business 

meetings,  weddings,  funerals,  etc.  The  work  is  primarily 
rooted  in  visitation  and  occasionally  preaching. 

4.  Associate/Youth  Pastor:  This  is  a  catch-all  for  all 
of  the  above.  Always  an  ordained  person  who  can  do 
(and  expected  to  do)  all  of  the  above  listed.  I  admit  there 
is  some  bias;  for  this  is  the  category  of  this  author. 

When  one  reads  the  Principles  of  Church  Government 
in  the  "little  white  book,"  we  find  no  mention  of  any  of 
the  above  positions.  What  is  the  rule  for  hiring  a 


What  is  the  rule 
for  hiring  a  person 
for  a  position  as  a 
religious  professional? 


person  for  a  position  as  a  religious  professional?  There 
is  much  ambiguity  on  this  issue  and  perhaps  no 
feasible  answer  that  this  juncture.  Nonetheless,  let  us 
raise  the  questions  and  propose  some  possible  answers. 
I  do  not  intend  to  answer  the  question  or  give  any  solid 
absolute  answer.  This  is  not  intended  to  be  read  as 
political  statements  as  much  as  it  is  to  spark  conversations 
about  how  to  deal  wisely  with  these  new  ministry 
positions. 

There  are  a  few  case  scenarios  that  I  wish  to  give  as 
enduring  examples  to  which  we,  as  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  must  answer.  The  first  is  a  layperson  hired  as 

part-time  minister.  She  has  no 
formal  education,  no  experience, 
a  call  to  serve  others,  but  no 
intention  of  being  ordained.  The 
church  is  not  licensing  her  nor 
endorsing  her  to  preach  except 
within  her  own  local  church.  For 
this  individual,  it  is  only  important 
to  serve  in  the  part-time  capacity 
and  not  to  seek  any  conference 
involvement.  This  person 
would  be  classified  as  a  "youth 
minister"  or  given  the  old  title,  "youth  director." 

Next,  a  man  with  limited  experience  hired  full-time 
to  work  with  students.  He  is  ordained  Southern  Baptist. 
What  should  the  proper  course  of  action  be  for  him? 
Many  would  suggest  doing  nothing  because  he  is  in  a 
subordinate  role  and  not  a  pastor.  However,  some 
would  say,  this  is  (overall)  very  dangerous.  This  indi- 
vidual, regardless  of  denomination,  should  hold  to  the 
requirements  found  on  page  87.  These  would  agree  that 
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he  should  relinquish  his  credentials  and  join  the  OFWB 
Conference  in  which  he  is  serving — regardless  of 
associate  pastorate  or  youth  pastorate. 

Still  others  would  agree  that  this  person  should  be 
required  to  fulfill  the  ordination  requirements  includ- 
ing the  educational  requirements.  These  people  agree 
that  he  should  be  required  to  take  FWB  History,  FWB 
Doctrine,  and  other  pertinent  courses.  This  is  because 
he  is  teaching  students  and  representing  the  denomi- 
nation and  should  be  keenly  aware  of  the  identity  and 
position  of  the  church  in  which  he  serves.  He  should 
also  be  required  to  sign  the  ministerial  code  of  ethics 
and  held  accountable  as  any  other  pastor  within  this 
denomination. 

Third  is  a  man  who  is  ordained  OFWB  minister  from 
(hypothetically  speaking)  the  Central  Conference  who 
is  serving  a  church  in  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference.  He  has  taken 
a  job  as  a  full-time  Associate 
Pastor.  Should  this  gentleman 
be  held  to  the  requirements  on 
page  88?  Some  would  say,  "No, 
he  is  not  a  pastor."  Others 
would  disagree  and  say  that  he 
must  appear  before  the  conference 
examining/ordination  board  to 
be  cleared  to  pastor  within  the 
conference  boundaries.  Again, 
however,  there  does  not  seem  to 
be  a  rule  to  hold  any  "associate 
pastor"  to  this  requirement. 

Many  will  agree  that  he 
should  appear  before  the  exam- 
ining/ordination board  having  secured  a  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation from  the  Central  Conference  thus 
allowing  him  to  rightly  serve  in  the  Cape  Fear  Conference. 
This  would  be  required  as  is  for  any  other  pastor  and  a 
transferal  of  conference  membership  would  continue 
to  be  optional. 

Fourth  is  a  man  who  is  a  licensed  minister  seeking 
to  be  hired  as  an  associate  pastor.  Some  conferences 
label  this  man  as  a  "student  minister"  therefore  absolving 
him  of  any  further  requirement  given  he  is  the  "under- 
study" of  another  ordained  pastor.  Some  would  agree 
that  this  title  is  enough;  however,  many  men  have  done 
this  and  assumed  the  associate  pastor  title  regardless 
of  being  unqualified  to  meet  the  standards  for  our 
denomination.  Other  would  agree  that  this  man  should 
not  be  hired  as  an  associate  pastor  or  youth  pastor  but 
remain  a  "youth  minister"  or  the  given  old  title  of 
"youth  director." 


This  certification 
could  require 
educational 
requirements  such 

as  FWB  history, 
doctrine,  and  polity 


In  the  last  three  examples  the  point  is  the  same.  All 
ordained  or  licensed  ministers  should  be  held  to  the 
same  accountability  process  as  any  other  ordained  person. 
Nevertheless,  there  is  no  reference  to  this  requirement 
under  the  current  issue  of  the  Principles  of  Church 
Government.  Could  this  be  setting  us  up  for  legal 
battles  in  the  future?  Is  this  the  wisest  way  to  handle 
these  new  ministers? 

I  would  contend  that  OFWB  churches  should  call  their 
Associates  and  Youth  Pastors  from  the  list  of  the  duly 
ordained  ministers.  However,  there  is  still  another 
example  that  I  wish  to  offer. 

I  offer  this  case,  a  man  who  is  serving  a  multi-staffed 
church  full-time  as  Youth  Pastor.  He  is  not  ordained 
and  has  no  intention  to  be  ordained;  however,  he  is 
teaching  students  and  parents  and  representing  the  de- 
nomination regularly.  Should 
ordination  be  required  of  him? 
Should  a  special  trek  for 
laypersons  be  created  to  allow 
them  to  continue  their  ministry 
long-term  without  seeking 
ordination?  Perhaps  we  may 
offer  a  trek  similar  to  the 
licensed  minister  certification 
without  or  with  limited  time 
commitments  specifically  for 
lay-persons  who  do  not  wish  to 
fill  a  pulpit  but  can  allow  them 
to  fill  long  term  ministry  posi- 
tions. This  certification  could 
require  educational  require- 
ments such  as  FWB  history, 
doctrine,  and  polity.  Again  this  is  not  an  answer  but 
only  an  idea. 

In  a  limited  forum  such  as  this,  the  discussion  cannot 
continue.  However,  it  is  my  hope  that  these  articles 
generate  thoughts  and  prayers  for  how  to  deal  with 
the  issue  of  supplemental  ministry  programs  and 
positions.  It  is  also  my  hope  that  our  discussion  on  the 
matter  will  not  rest  and  that  we  can  work  to  a  fair  and 
wise  decision.  May  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  always 
seek  to  be  on  the  cutting  edge  of  reason  and  new  ministry 
ideas.  I  welcome  further  comments  and  wisdoms 
concerning  these  important  future  shaping  issues.  ▲ 


J  invite  your  questions  and  comments  regarding  this  issue.  I 
love  to  correspond  with  others!  You  may  reach  me  via  e-mail  at 
<johnhill@bbnp.com>  or  by  contacting  the  church  office  at 
(252)239-0361. 
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(onvtnTion  news 


AUGUST  is 


•  •  • 


Do  we  really  know  who  we  are?  Are  we  aware  of  our  history,  our  roots  as  Original  Free  Will  Baptists?  Just  what 
does  the  Church  Covenant  mean?  Do  we  really  understand  our  mission  and  the  ministry  God  has  given  us? 


Each  Sunday  you  can  discover  the  true  purpose  and  meaning  of  being  an  Original  Free  Will  Baptist. 

Sunday,  August  6,  2006 — Local  Church  Sunday 

Celebrate  your  local  church  history,  your  current  programs,  and  your  vision  for  the  future. 
This  will  be  a  great  day  for  an  afternoon  church  family  gathering. 

Sunday,  August  13,  2006 — Covenant  Sunday 

Renew  the  commitments  you  made  when  you  became  a  member  of  your  local  church. 
Use  the  Church  Covenant  as  a  subject  for  Sunday  School  lessons  and  morning  sermons. 

Sunday,  August  20,  2006 — Mission  and  Ministry  Sunday 
Use  the  OFWB  Mission  Statement  as  your  source  for  learning  this  week. 

Sunday,  August  27,  2006 — Heritage  Sunday 
A  brief  history  of  our  denomination  is  available  for  distribution. 
You  can  discover  the  rich  and  exciting  history  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Plan  a  trip  to  Mount  Olive  College  to  visit  the  OFWB  Historical  Collection. 

The  special  Heritage  Love  Offering  you  receive  on  Heritage  Sunday  will  benefit  both 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection  and  the  Ministry  of  your  Convention. 

CeCebrating  Ti wo  hundred  Seventy '-ifine  Years  of Christian  Witness 


Learn  the  answers  to  these  and  many  other  important  questions  during 
HERITAGE  MONTH  in  your  local  church. 


T'he  Convention  o 


j  Original (. 
1727-2006 
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Cfturcft  Covenant 

'J-/aving  given  ourselves  to  God,  by  faith  in  Christ,  and  adopted  the  Word  of  God  as 
our  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  we  now  give  ourselves  to  one  another  by  the  will  of  God 
in  this  solemn  covenant. 

We  promise  by  His  grace  to  love  and  obey  Him  in  all  things,  to  avoid  all  appearance  of 
evil,  to  abstain  from  all  sinful  amusements  and  unholy  conformity  to  the  world,  from 
all  sanction  of  the  use  and  sale  of  intoxicating  beverages,  the  abuse  of  drugs,  and  to 
"provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men/' 

We  agree  faithfully  to  discharge  our  obligations  in  reference  to  the  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, secret  prayer,  family  devotions,  and  public  worship  and  by  self-denial,  faith, 
and  good  works  endeavor  to  "grow  in  grace  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ." 

We  will  not  forsake  the  assembling  of  ourselves  together  for  church  conferences,  pub- 
lic worship  and  the  observance  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel;  nor  fail  to  give  accord- 
ing to  our  ability  for  the  support  of  the  church  and  all  its  benevolent  work. 

We  agree  to  accept  Christian  admonition  and  reproof  with  meekness,  and  to  watch 
over  one  another  in  love,  endeavoring  to  "keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit"  in  the  bonds  of 
peace;  to  be  careful  of  one  another's  happiness  and  reputation,  and  seek  to  strengthen 
the  weak,  encourage  the  afflicted,  admonish  the  erring,  and  as  far  as  we  are  able  pro- 
mote the  success  of  the  church  and  of  the  Gospel. 

We  will  everywhere  hold  Christian  principles  and  obligations  supreme,  esteem  it  our 
chief  business  to  make  Christ  known  to  the  world,  and  constantly  pray  and  toil  that 
the  Kingdom  of  God  may  come,  and  His  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven. 

this  end  we  agree  to  co-operate  in  the  promotion  of  denominational  institutions 
and  enterprises,  the  support  of  the  work  of  the  local  church,  and  the  evangelization  of 
the  world. 

*May  the  God  of  peace  sanctify  us  wholly,  and  preserve  us  blameless  unto  the  coming 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    9    August  2006 


'Mission  Statement 

The  Mission  of  the  people  of  God  called  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  is  to  glorify  God; 
therefore,  we  strive  to  know  Christ,  build  His  Church  and  make  Him  known  to  all  people 
as  we  continue  to  seek  His  will.  We  believe  this  mission  can  be  fulfilled  through. . . 

WORSHIPPING 

. . .  Worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth.. .  (John  4:23). 

We  commit  ourselves  to  glorifying  God  by  Worship,  which  is  the  adoration  of  God.  Wor- 
ship is  duly  required  of  all  His  children  through  praise,  prayer,  the  reading  and  preach- 
ing of  His  Word,  and  should  inspire  witness  leading  to  discipleship.  Every  Christian  may 
worship  God  privately;  however,  this  should  never  replace  the  corporate  worship  of  the 
church. 

GROWING 

But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. . .  (2  Peter  3:18). 
We  commit  ourselves  to  glorifying  God  by  moving  toward  maturity  through  learning, 
fellowshipping,  and  doing  the  work  of  ministry. 

CARING 

As  we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  unto  them  who  are  of  the 
household  of  faith  (Galatians  6:10). 

We  commit  ourselves  to  glorifying  God  by  making  Christ  known  to  the  world,  by  caring 
for  those  of  the  flock  of  God,  and  by  demonstrating  the  love  of  God  to  all  peoples. 

SHARING 

. .  .freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give. . .  (Matthew  10:8b  (7-10)). 

We  commit  ourselves  to  glorifying  God  by  sharing  what  we  know,  what  we  have,  and 
what  we  are,  with  all  peoples. 

EQUIPPING 

For  the  equipping  (perfecting)  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  ministry. . .  (Ephesians  4:12). 
We  commit  ourselves  to  glorifying  God  by  equipping  all  believers  for  the  work  of  minis- 
try. The  Church,  through  its  leadership,  is  to  see  to  it  that  the  people  of  God  are  educated, 
guided,  and  cared  for  that  they  might  become  spiritually  mature;  as  they  do  the  work  of 
ministry. 
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The  10th  Annual 
OFWB  Convention 
Open  Golf  Fellowship 

Monday,  September  18,  2006 
Happy  Valley  Country  Club 
Wilson,  NC 

FORMAT:  4-Man  Superball— 9  a.m.  Shotgun  Start 
TEES:  Junior — Under  50 — Back  Tee  •  Senior — 50-59 — Middle  Tee  •  Super  Senior — 60+ — Front  Tee 

TWO  PLAYING  DIVISIONS:  Open  Play— Through  Age  59  •  Super  Senior— At  least  three  players  60+ 

Special  Prizes  For:  Closest  to  the  Pin  •  Straightest  Drive  •  Longest  Drive 
WIN  $10,000!  •  Enter  the  Sand  Trap  Skills  Challenge  and  Win  $500  •  WIN  A  NEW  CAR! 


This  Tournament  is  limited  to  the  first  25  teams  with  paid  entry  fees. 
**No  team  is  guaranteed  a  spot  until  all  team  members  have  paid. 


** 


DISCLAIMER:  This  tournament  is  sponsored  by  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  By  your  signature 
below,  your  team  agrees  to  the  following:  1 .  No  alcoholic  beverages  will  be  allowed.  Violation  will  result  in  imme- 
diate dismissal  from  this  tournament  with  forfeiture  of  all  fees  paid.  2.  Members  of  your  team  will  not  hold  the 
Convention,  its  Executive  and  Tournament  Committee,  the  Tournament  Director  or  Happy  Valley  Country  Club,  its 
members  or  staff  liable  for  loss  due  to  personal  injury,  weather,  theft,  or  the  conduct  of  other  players.  3.  The 
decisions  of  the  Tournament  Committee  in  all  matters  will  be  final. 


Signed. 


Team  Captain 


TEAM  MEMBERS: 

CAPTAIN: 


DIVISION: 

OPEN      SUPER  SR. 


ADDRESS: 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS: 


PLAYER  2: 


PLAYER  3: 


PLAYER  4: 


Entry  Fee: 

$55  per  player... $220  per  team 
No  Mulligans  or  Red  Bombs  will  be  sold. 

Please  pay  in  full  in  advance 
to  assure  your  team's  spot. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  OFWB  Convention 

MAIL  ENTIRE  FORM  TO: 

Buddy  Sasser 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 
Call  (252)  746-4963  for  more  information 

NOTE:  The  $5  Sand  Trap  Skills  Challenge 
Fee  may  be  paid  at  the  Tournament. 
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THE  TEST  OF  PATIENCE 

by  Harold  Jones 


Worship  service  at  El  Sinai  FWB  Church  in  Saltillo. 


The  men  worked  on  constructing  a  church  building  at  the  Bethel 
FWB  Mission  in  Ramos. 


June  17th  was  like  any  other  day  that  our  Short-Term 
Teams  leave  Raleigh-Durham  on  our  way  to  San  Anto- 
nio, Texas,  and  on  to  Mexico.  Check-in  went  smoothly. 
The  flight  to  Houston  left  on  time  and  we  arrived  in  Hous- 
ton in  time  to  change  planes  with  no  problems.  That's 
when  things  began  to  change.  The  plane  we  were  sup- 
posed to  fly  in  to  San  Antonio  had  mechanical  problems, 
so  another  one  was  brought  to  the  gate.  After  some  time 
we  boarded,  only  to  be  welcomed  with  an  announcement 
that  this  plane  also  had  mechanical  problems.  What  the 
pilot  said  would  take  about  fifteen  minutes  to  fix  stretched 
into  an  hour.  Finally,  the  engines  came  to  life  and  we  tax- 
ied out  for  take  off.  At  that  moment  the  storms  struck. 
The  airport  was  closed.  One  storm  after  another  passed 
over.  We  spent  approximately  five  hours  on  that  plane. 
They  showed  movies,  fed  us  pretzels,  soft  drinks,  and 
water.  Everyone  remained  calm  and  acted  like  a  Chris- 
tian should  under  those  trying  times.  Delays  are  a  test  of 
patience,  but  most  importantly  a  test  of  our  Christian  char- 
acter. This  team  passed  that  test.  We  know  delays  are  in 
God's  hands  and  we  must  relax  in  Him. 

When  we  landed  in  San  Antonio  and  reached  Luby's 
Cafeteria  for  our  first  real  meal  of  the  day  it  was  much 
better  at  6  p.m.  than  it  would  have  been  at  12  noon. 

We  had  to  travel  to  Sabinas,  Mexico,  before  we  stopped. 
We  arrived  at  our  hotel  after  midnight  praising  the  Lord 
that  we  arrived  safely  even  though  we  were  hours  be- 
hind schedule.  On  Sunday  morning  we  began  our  travel 
to  Saltillo.  The  ride  from  Sabinas  to  Saltillo  is  simply  beau- 
tiful, with  far  stretches  of  plains  and  beautiful  mountain 
ranges.  We  arrived  in  Saltillo  around  3:30  p.m.  and  checked 
in  to  our  hotel.  After  a  brief  rest,  we  went  to  the  El  Sinai 
FWB  Church  for  a  wonderful  service.  The  beautiful  mu- 
sic and  Christian  fellowship  blessed  our  hearts. 

The  teams  were  divided  into  two  parts  for  our  work 
week.  The  men  worked  on  constructing  a  church  build- 
ing at  the  Bethel  FWB  Mission  in  Ramos.  Our  work  con- 
sisted of  mixing  cement,  pouring  a  floor,  laying  block,  and 
tying  rebar.  The  earliest  we  stopped  work  on  any  day  was 
7  p.m.  We  had  a  goal  to  build  the  walls  so  the  team  arriv- 
ing on  July  17  could  build  the  trusses  and  put  the  roof  on 
the  building.  We  worked  to  9  p.m.  on  Thursday  night  in 
order  to  get  this  accomplished. 

The  women  held  Vacation  Bible  School  in  an  area  that 
is  difficult  to  describe.  The  houses  were  made  of  card- 
board, with  roofs  from  scrap  tin.  I  am  sure  they  have  many 
leaks  when  it  rains.  These  dear  people,  however,  opened 
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their  yard  for  the  Vacation  Bible  School  and  the  children 
came.  The  sessions  were  held  under  tarps  or  out  in  the 
open.  The  simplest  of  crafts  made  these  children  happy. 
The  Women's  Bible  Studies  were  held  in  different  homes 
that  were  similar  to  the  one  described  above. 

These  dear  people  are  precious  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
as  important  to  Him  as  any  of  us.  We  all  have  common 
needs:  food,  housing,  clothing,  and  jobs,  but  our  greatest 
need  is  to  know  Christ.  Our  Short-Term  Team  ministered 
Christ  in  word,  action,  and  deeds.  It  is  an  awesome  re- 
sponsibility to  be  a  Christian  and  a  Short-Term  Team  mem- 
ber. 


Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  in  homes  made  of  cardboard. 


The  women  held  Vacation  Bible  School. 


Here  the  women  led  children  in  singing. 


QUESTIONS  ABOUT  SHORT-TERM  TEAM  MINISTRY 

by  Harold  Jones 

1.  WHAT  IS  SHORT-TERM  TEAM  MINISTRY?  It  is  a  ministry  of  OFWB  International  that  gives  opportunities  to  church 
members  to  serve  in  a  cross-cultural  situation  in  another  country.  This  is  open  to  those  thirteen  years  old  and  up. 

2.  WHAT  DO  SHORT-TERM  TEAM  MEMBERS  DO?  There  are  a  variety  of  ministries  that  team  members  are  engaged 
in.  We  have  building  projects,  such  as  church  buildings,  parsonages,  and  houses  for  needy  people.  We  do  block  work, 
carpentry,  wiring,  sheetrock,  painting,  and  many  other  tasks.  The  Lord  always  provides  those  who  have  the  needed  skills  to 
complete  the  projects.  The  teams  also  work  with  children  and  women.  We  hold  Vacation  Bible  Schools  and  women's  Bible 
studies.  Team  members  help  with  teaching,  singing,  skits,  mimes,  puppets,  and  crafts.  Some  members  even  provide  free  hair 
cuts  for  the  Mexican  people. 

3.  WHO  PAYS  FOR  SHORT-TERM  TEAM  MEMBERS  TO  GO?  Each  person  is  responsible  for  paying  his  or  her  own 
way.  Of  course,  churches  help  and  many  hold  fundraisers  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  for  the  trip. 

4.  HOW  ARE  THE  PROJECTS  FUNDED?  This  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  teams.  Each  team  raises  the  funds  for  the 
project  they  will  work  on  while  in  Mexico.  The  cost  of  the  project  is  divided  equally  among  team  members. 

5.  WHY  DOESN'T  OFWB  INTERNATIONAL  PROVIDE  THE  FUNDS  FOR  THE  BUILDING  PROJECT?  Short-Term 
Team  is  a  ministry  of  OFWBI,  but  due  to  the  nature  of  this  ministry  it  is  not  included  in  the  annual  budget.  The  funds  we 
receive  for  the  general  budget  are  used  to  support  the  work  on  our  six  mission  fields.  We  support  250  workers  in  a  variety  of 
ministries  in  these  countries.  Short-Term  Team  ministry  has  to  stand  on  its  own  or  we  would  not  be  able  to  do  this  ministry 

6.  WHO  SHOULD  GO  ON  A  SHORT-TERM  TEAM  MISSION  TRIP?  Anyone  who  has  a  desire  to  serve  others.  You 
need  to  have  a  servant's  heart  and  be  willing  to  endure  some  hardship  without  complaining.  (Anyone  with  health  problems 
that  could  be  an  issue  should  not  go.) 

Short-Term  Team  Ministry  can  be  a  real  blessing  to  those  yon  serve  and  a  life-changing  experience  for  the  team 

member  who  serves  with  a  prayerful  attitude. 

The  schedule  for  2007  is  rapidly  filling*  If  you  are  interested  in  going  in  2007  you  need  to  contact  us  immediately! 

The  schedule  of  open  dates  is  as  follows;  June  23-30,  July  7-14,  July  14-21,  and  Camp  Morelos  August  4-12. 
    — 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    13    August  2006 


SPECIAL  NOTICE  TO  ALL 
SHORT-TERM  TEAM  MEMBERS  2007 

If  you  are  planning  to  go  on  a  Short-Term  Team  to  Mexico  in  2007,  you  MUST  have 
a  passport.  You  need  to  apply  for  one  this  year.  A  new  law  that  requires  a  passport  goes 
into  affect  in  December  2006.  DO  NOT  PROCRASTINATE  ABOUT  THIS.  I  am  sure 
there  will  be  a  flood  of  passport  applications  next  year  and  this  will  slow  the  issuing 
process. 
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Children's  Home 


SUMMER  RECREATION 


The  residents  had  the  opportunity  to  learn  tips  on  kitchen  safety,  while  preparing  some  delicious  meals. 

The  recreation  program  was  very  successful  this  summer.  In  addition  to  the  normal  outings  and  summer  recreation 
at  our  pool,  the  residents  had  the  opportunity  to  learn  tips  on  kitchen  safety,  while  preparing  some  delicious  meals. 
They  planted  a  beautiful  butterfly  garden  next  to  the  gazebo  in  our  park,  and  even  did  some  investigative  work  while 
learning  about  the  dangers  of  lead  poisoning.  The  programs  lasted  four  weeks  and  included  an  embryology  project. 
Each  resident  learned  about  embryo  development,  care  of  eggs,  incubation,  hatching,  and  care  of  the  chicks.  The 
chicks  will  be  donated  to  a  local  farm. 

With  summer  starting  to  wind  down,  the  residents  are  preparing  for  school  shopping,  a  few  new  clothes,  and  school 
supplies.  It  is  just  a  short  couple  of  weeks  until  we  hear  the  roar  of  big  yellow  school  buses  stopping  on  campus. 

Please  start  praying  now  that  2006-2007  will  be  a  successful  school  year. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  PAPER  AND 
CLEANING  PRODUCTS  DRIVE 

On  Saturday,  July  1,  2006,  10  members  of  Spring 
Branch  Church  gathered  in  front  of  the  Wilson  Wal- 
Mart  to  start  their  collection  for  the  third  annual  paper 
and  cleaning  products  drive.  This  was  just  the 
forerunner  to  the  big  event  on  July  21  at  the  Mudcats 
Stadium,  Zebulon,  NC.  Muddy,  the  mascot  for  the 
Mudcats  team,  came  out  to  help  with  the  collection  at 
Wal-Mart. 

Look  for  pictures  in  next  months  issue  of  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  showing  the  tremendous  results  of  Christian 
people  putting  their  faith  in  action  to  help  others. 


NEEDS  LIST 

School  Supplies 
Adult  size  back  packs 
Mechanical  Pencils 
3  or  5  Subject  Composition  Books 
Glue  Sticks 


"CHANGE  FOR  CHILDREN  2006" 

Please  accept  our  thanks  for  the  success  of  the  2006  Change  for  Children 
Campaign.  The  donations  are  still  coming  in,  but  to  date  we  have  received  more 
than  $38,000. 
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Riverfront  Convention  Center 
New  Bern,  NC 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 
Gene  Cordova  and  Bongo 
Cordova  Creative  Ministries 


Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 

P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963 
<director@ofwbsundayschool.org> 

Mrs.  Angel  Lorton 
105  Ann  Court 
New  Bern,  NC  28560 
(252)  637-7967 
<aand  j  @cox.net> 


Sunday  Scwool  Himstry 


COASTAL  MACEA 

AUGUST  11-12,  2006 
Riverfront  Convention  Center 
New  Bern,  NC 

Registration  Fees: 
Friday— $25 
Saturday— $25 
Both  Days— $45 
Fee  Covers  Registration  and 
Two  Meals 

Times: 

Friday,  August  11—12:30-9:10  p.m. 
Saturday,  August  12 — 7:30  a.m.-5  p.m. 

+  Bring  five  people  and 
get  the  sixth  person  free. 

+ Bring  ten  people  and  get  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  person  free. 

70  Workshops 
Fun  •  Food  •  Fellowship 

"People  of  the  Way" 
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(RflcnonT  Assembly 


"IT  IS  FINISHED!" 

The  first  building  of  New  Heights  Phase  II  has  been 
completed!  The  much  needed  new  lodge  is  ready  and 
being  used  during  our  2006  summer  camping  season.  This 
ten  room,  forty  sleeping  space  capacity  lodge  is  a  wel- 
comed addition  to  the  mountain.  All  that  remains  is  to 
pay  off  the  construction  loan.  Our  desire  is  to  retire  this 
debt  in  less  than  five  years.  To  do  this,  we  are  seeking  five 
hundred  "friends"  who  will  commit  to  a  $1,000  pledge 
over  five  years  (that's  $200  a  year  or  $17  a  month).  If  you 
would  like  to  help  us  become  debt  free,  contact  John  Wil- 
liams toll  free  at  Cragmont  (877)  669-7677  or  Bryant  Hines 
at  (252)  633-2683  for  further  details. 


u 


TRACTOR  PULL  A  SUCCESS 


The  rains  came  on  Friday 
and  forced  cancellation  of  our 
mini-pull  but  Saturday  was  a 
beautiful  day  in  Four  Oaks.  We 
are  pleased  to  share  that  ap- 
proximately $10,000  was  raised 
for  our  building  program. 
Many  thanks  go  out  to  Bethel's  Men's  Fellowship  for  co- 
sponsoring  the  event,  Bethel  and  Faith  Woman's  Auxilia- 
ries, a  great  event  committee  for  countless  hours  of  prepa- 
ration and  hard  work,  the  many  groups  and  individuals 
who  came  and  worked  during  the  day,  and  the  many 
churches,  auxiliaries,  groups,  businesses,  and  individu- 
als who  supported  this  event  through  paid  sponsorships. 

We  also  were  pleased  that  the  mini-pull  association  of- 
fered to  make  up  our  Friday  rain-out.  Our  mini-pull  took 
place  on  Friday,  July  7  at  7  p.m.  at  the  Four  Oaks  pulling 
track.  We  hope  everyone  enjoyed  this  evening  of  fun  and 
excitement.  We  thank  our  pull  committee  and  the  men 
and  women  from  Bethel  Church  for  their  hard  work. 


"CRAGMONT  COOK-OFF  2006" 

This  event  continues  to 
grow  as  churches  and  organi- 
zations give  Cragmont  their 
one  day  fund-raising  pro- 
ceeds. Recently  received 
cook-off  funds  arrived  from 
Soundside  Church  ($1,500), 
Little  Creek  Layman's  League 
($500),  and  Hickory  Chapel's 
AFC/YFA  ($257).  We  also 
want  to  thank  the  Woman's 
Auxiliaries  from  Robert's 
Grove  and  Lee's  Chapel  that 

worked  together  and  co-sponsored  a  "Parade  of  Tables" 
fundraiser  in  May  that  raised  $4,500  for  Cragmont.  Thank 
you  for  your  support! 

Have  you  planned  your  cook-off  for  2006?  Contact 
Bryant  Hines  at  (252)  633-2683  for  further  information  on 
how  you  can  help  Cragmont  through  this  event. 


"LONG  AWAITED  RECREATIONAL 
FACILITY  TO  BECOME  REALITY" 

Cragmont  is  excited  to  announce  a  major  gift  from  the  Don  Lassiter  family.  Don  is  a  Cragmont  board  member 
and  member  of  Selma  Church.  He  and  his  family  recently  made  a  gift  of  stock  from  his  company  to  Cragmont 
that  will  provide  funding  for  the  construction  of  a  much  needed  gym/recreational  facility.  This  gift  of  20,000 
shares  of  stock  has  an  approximate  value  of  $525,000.  These  funds  will  allow  Cragmont  to  proceed  immediately 
toward  construction  with  the  goal  being  a  finished  facility  by  Spring  2007.  We  thank  Donnie  and  his  family  for 
their  love  and  support,  and  their  desire  to  see  the  vision  of  New  Heights  become  reality. 
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Nome  Missions  i  EVflMCELISM 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 


Volunteers  are  needed  for  Disaster  Relief  efforts  in  Sandersville,  Mississippi. 

TEAM  SCHEDULE 

July  29- August  6  •  August  5-12  (Youth)  •  August  12-20 
August  19-27  •  August  26-September  3  •  September  2-10 
September  9-17  •  September  16-24  •  September  23-October  1 

Anyone  interested  in  volunteering  should  contact: 
The  Harvest  Connection  office  immediately,  as  we  are  beginning  to  fill  up. 
For  more  information,  contact: 
Mrs.  Laura  Monroe 

P.O.  Box  39, 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  746-4963 
assistant@ofvvbhomemissions.org 
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SANDERSVILLE,  MISSISSIPPI 


Dear  Friends, 

We  arrived  in  Sandersville,  Mississippi,  about  6  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  June  20,  2006.  In  our  caravan  that  left  The  Harvest 
Connection  Disaster  Relief  Center  from  Kinston,  NC,  on  Monday  morning,  June  19,  2006,  at  7  a.m.,  there  were  eight 
vehicles  pulling  trailers  and  one  van  that  followed.  Our  trip  of  850  miles  was  almost  uneventful  except  for  some  tire 
trouble. 

When  we  arrived  at  Exit  104  on  1-59  South,  the  Sandersville  Fire  Department  met  us  with  a  big  fire  truck  and  es- 
corted us  through  town  to  our  set-up  location  at  the  old  abandoned  school  property.  Even  though  it  was  extremely  hot 
and  the  humidity  100%,  we  proceeded  to  set  up  The  Harvest  Connection  Village.  It  was  work  a  few  minutes  and  then 
rest  a  few  minutes,  but  we  were  able  to  stay  in  our  trailers  that  night. 

Our  village  is  in  a  rectangle  with  the  on-site  coordinator's  travel  trailer  at  one  end  and  the  utility  (washer,  dryer, 
freezers,  and  ice  machines)  and  the  kitchen  trailer  at  the  other  end.  The  bunk  trailers  make  up  the  sides.  In  the  middle 
are  the  two  air-conditioned  enclosed  tents  that  make  up  our  meeting  and  dining  facility.  We  have  electricity,  water, 
and  sewer  all  hooked  up — just  like  living  at  home,  only  smaller.  We  are  located  near  the  North-South  mainline  rail- 
road from  Meridian  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  train  comes  through  quite  often,  but  we  are  getting  used  to  it  and  hardly 
hear  it  at  night  when  we  go  to  bed. 

The  people  here  in  Sandersville  are  very  friendly  toward  us.  Francis  and  I  were  invited  to  a  family  reunion  here  at 
the  school  on  Saturday.  The  family  also  brought  us  fresh  blueberries.  They  are  the  largest  and  sweetest  we've  ever  had. 
Today  some  other  friends  brought  some  tomatoes  and  eggplant.  Yesterday,  Sunday,  we  visited  a  church  in  Heidelberg 
just  a  few  miles  from  where  we  are  staying.  One  of  the  ladies  that  has  been  so  good  to  us  and  our  volunteer  teams 
attends  there  as  well  as  Mr.  Tommy  Satterwaite  who  grew  up  in  Belhaven,  NC.  Last  evening,  we  attended  the  Abun- 
dant Life  Church  in  Sandersville.  We  had  the  opportunity  to  announce  that  a  unified  Vacation  Bible  School  will  be  held 
for  the  children  of  Sandersville  and  surrounding  areas.  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley  and  20  others  will  conduct  the  VBS  through 
our  Sunday  School  Ministry  during  the  week  of  July  10,  2006. 

God  is  really  blessing!  Numbers  of  applications  have  been  received  for  repairs.  There  is  still  much  to  do.  Some 
people  have  not  been  able  to  get  their  roofs  fixed,  especially  some  senior  citizens  and  those  who  are  not  financially  able 
to  get  the  work  done.  Now,  that  is  what  we  are  here  for.  We  cannot  furnish  the  materials,  but  we  can  furnish  the  labor. 
We  will  continue  to  assist  those  in  need  as  long  as  we  have  teams  from  our  churches  responding.  Note  the  weeks  that 
are  available  and  call  The  Harvest  Connection  Disaster  Relief  office  today  to  volunteer  (see  the  previous  page).  We 
must  remember  that  "we  are  our  brother's  keeper." 

Francis  and  I  feel  that  is  the  Lord's  calling  for  us  right  now  and  are  amazed  that  HE  would  use  us  in  this  capacity.  We 
do  not  know  how  much  time  or  abilities  that  we  have  left  to  give  HIM,  but  HE  DOES,  and  we  are  willing  to  be  used  of 
HIM.  This  is  really  a  new  direction  for  our  lives.  We  never  suspected  that  we  would  become  home  missionaries  which 
is  what  we  are  now  known  as.  Please  pray  that  we  will  continue  to  follow  God's  will  and  to  do  what  He  would  have  us 
do.  Keep  praying  for  us  and  our  volunteer  teams. 

In  His  service, 
And  with  much  love, 
Francis  and  Lorraine  Garner 


Mr.  Bill  Cook  and  Mr.  Bill  Armitage  setting  up  "the  village. "  The  Reverend  Francis  Garner  and  "Flash. 
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NOTE  FROM  THE  HOME  MISSIONS  OFFICE: 
Should  you  like  to  send  a  card  or  note  to  the  Garner's,  the  address  is: 
PO  Box  213,  Sandersville,  MS  39477 


Mourn  Olive  College 
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2006  PLANNING  SESSIONS  FOR 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  DINNERS 

Below  is  a  schedule  of  Planning  Sessions  for  the  annual  Mount  Olive  College  dinners  held  each  fall.  Jean  F.  Ackiss, 
coordinator  of  the  dinners,  encourages  representatives  and  the  pastor  from  each  church  to  attend  the  meeting  in  their 
county.  Important  information  will  be  shared  at  each  meeting  regarding  the  work  of  the  College  and  final  plans  will  be 
made  for  the  dinner. 

GREENE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  10,  7:30  p.m.,  Hull  Road  Church  near  Snow  Hill. 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY,  Friday,  August  11,  7:30  p.m.,  Free  Union  Church  near  Pinetown. 

NASH  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  13,  3  p.m.,  Free  Union  Church  near  Spring  Hope. 

LENOIR  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  14,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church  of  Kinston. 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  August  15,  7  p.m.,  Otters  Creek  Church  near  Macclesfield. 

WAYNE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  17,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church  of  Goldsboro. 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION,  Friday,  August  18,  7:30  p.m.,  Beaverdam  Church  near  Chadbourn. 

PAMLICO  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  20,  3  p.m.,  Rock  of  Zion  Church,  Grantsboro. 

PITT  COUNTY,  Monday,  August  21,  7:30  p.m.,  Reedy  Branch  Church  near  Winterville. 

DUPLIN  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  August  22,  7:30  p.m.,  Cabin  Church  near  Beulaville. 

WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRRELL,  AND  PASQUOTANK  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  August  24,  7:30  p.m.,  Mount 

Tabor  Church  near  Creswell. 
ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES,  Friday,  August  25,  7  p.m.,  Folkstone  Church,  Folkstone. 
JONES  COUNTY,  Sunday,  August  27,  3  p.m.,  Whaley's  Chapel  Church  near  Richlands. 
WILSON  COUTNY,  Monday,  August  28,  7:30  p.m.,  Daniels  Chapel  Church  near  Wilson. 

CRAVEN  COUNTY,  Thursday,  August  31,  7:30  p.m.,  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Ruby  Hancock  Sunday  School  Classroom, 
New  Bern. 

CARTERET  COUNTY,  Friday,  September  1,  7:30  p.m.,  Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City. 
JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES,  Tuesday,  September  5,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church  of  Smithfield. 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT,  AND  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  September  7,  7:30  p.m.,  Oak  Grove  Church 
near  Newton  Grove. 


OPPORTUNITIES  AT  MOC 

Mount  Olive  College  has  openings  for  recent  high  school  graduates  and  college  transfer  students  for  Fall  2006!  If 
you  have  not  made  your  college  decision,  Mount  Olive  College  has  space  available  for  residents  and  commuters,  with 
scholarships  and  financial  aid.  It  is  not  too  late  to  let  Mount  Olive  College  help  transform  your  life.  Apply  online  at 
<www.moc.edu>  and  contact  Tim  Woodard,  director  of  admissions  at  (800)  653-0854  or  at  <twoodard@moc.edu>. 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  one  night  a  week  programs  for  working  adults  who  can't  quit  their  jobs  to  go  to  college. 
If  you  have  no  college,  or  if  you  have  some  earned  college  credits  but  no  degree,  we  have  the  program  for  you. 

Earn  your  associate  degree  through  our  Heritage  Plus  program  or  complete  your  major  for  your  bachelor  degree  in 
management  and  organizational  development  (MOD),  management  of  information  systems  (MIS),  health  care  man- 
agement (HCM),  criminal  justice  administration  (CJA),  early  childhood  education  (ECE),  or  religion  (MRM). 

Mount  Olive  College  locations  are  convenient  to  you  in  Mount  Olive,  New  Bern,  Wilmington,  Research  Triangle 
Park,  and  Washington,  NC.  To  learn  more,  visit  <www.moc.edu>  or  call  (800)  NEW-GOAL.  Your  call  will  be  directed 
to  the  location  nearest  you. 
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OFWB  STUDENTS  ATTEND  FRESHMEN  ADVISING  DAY 


Several  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  among  the  250 
new  students  planning  to  enroll  at  Mount  Olive  College 
this  fall.  The  students  recently  attended  the  first  of  three 
scheduled  Freshman  Advising  Days. 

The  Freshman  Advising  Program  at  Mount  Olive 
College  is  designed  to  assist  new  freshmen  in  evaluating 
their  educational  plans.  They  have  the  opportunity  to 
learn  about  academic  policies,  student  services,  as  well 
as  meet  future  classmates  and  tour  the  campus. 

According  to  Tim  Woodard,  director  of  admissions, 
"The  advising  process  helps  students  identify  and  clarify 
life  goals,  develop  a  realistic  and  successful  educational 
program,  and  plan  for  careers."  Woodard  noted  that  the 
program  is  beneficial  to  parents  as  well.  "We  include  a 
program  especially  for  the  parents,  to  help  them  adjust 
to  the  changes  in  their  family  network  when  their  son  or 
daughter  goes  away  to  college." 

The  parents  program  includes  an  overview  of 
academic  life,  student  services,  residence  life,  financial 
assistance,  insurance,  and  some  good  common  sense  advice. 

The  only  remaining  Advising  Day  is  scheduled  for 
August  11.  For  more  information  about  Mount  Olive 
College,  contact  Tim  Woodard  in  the  Office  of  Admis- 
sions at  (800)  653-0854  or  email  <twoodard@moc.edu>. 


Pictured  standing  (L-R):  Alyssa  Cummings  from  Marsh  Swamp 
in  Wilson;  George  Mitchell  of  Rains  Crossroads  in  Kenly;  Scott 
Woodard  of  Rains  Crossroads  in  Kenly;  Preston  Grantham  of  Long 
Ridge  in  Grantham;  and  Jessica  Thigpen  of  Unity  in  Wilson.  Seated 
(L-R),  Tammy  Morris,  Keith  Woodard  of  Rains  Crossroads  in  Kenly 
and  Megan  Sanderson  of  Sandy  Plain  in  Pink  Hill. 


CHANGING  TRADITIONS 


Changes  are  taking  place  all  around  the  Mount  Olive 
College  campus  and  the  excitement  is  building,  figuratively 
and  literally.  When  new  and  returning  students  come  to 
campus  this  fall  they  will  have,  at  their  access,  more  amenities 
than  ever  before  designed  and  developed  to  make  student 
experience  at  Mount  Olive  College  top  notch. 

Resident  students  are  in  for  a  wonderful  surprise!  The 
women's  dorm  complex,  comprised  of  King,  Hart,  and  Griffin 
is  undergoing  major  renovations.  Over  40  years  old,  the 
facilities  are  sound,  but  are  become  increasingly  dated.  Rather 
than  starting  over  completely,  the  College  is  investing 
$750,000  in  upgrades  mainly  in  the  core  bathroom  areas.  The 
changes  include  new  showers,  toilets,  sinks,  ceramic  tile 
floors,  lighting,  a  brand  new  vanity  counter,  new  counter  tops, 
and  HVAC  (heating/ ventilation /air-conditioning)  systems 
to  improve  humidity. 

The  men  haven't  been  left  out.  As  requested  by  student 
surveys  and  focus  groups,  Grantham  Hall  will  receive  new 
HVAC  units  that  will  have  better  filters  and  more  importantly, 
proper  cooling  and  control  of  humidity. 

As  for  improvements  around  campus,  11  blue  light  stations 
will  help  ensure  student  safety.  Located  in  well  lit  areas,  there 
will  be  nine  grounded  stations  strategically  placed  around 
campus  and  two  in  the  stairwells  of  W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M. 
Raper  Hall.  When  triggered,  each  station  is  programmed  to 
alert  campus  security. 

In  addition  to  the  larger  and  better  equipped  science  labs 
and  classrooms  to  be  found  in  Raper  Hall,  students  can 
appreciate  the  added  bonus  of  a  student  lounge  equipped 
with  a  mini  kitchenette  and  televisions.  It  opens  onto  an 
outdoor  patio  with  umbrella  tables  and  chairs. 

The  Communications  and  Resources  building  will  feature 


a  state-of-the-art  computer  lab  accessible  to  students  on  a 
continuous  basis.  In  other  words,  students  won't  get  bumped 
out  of  the  lab  because  of  classes  scheduled  in  the  room.  An 
added  element  being  installed  is  special  lighting  that  is 
supposed  to  reduce  eyestrain  often  associated  with  excessive 
computer  work.  This  building  also  will  have  the  capacity  to 
house  about  49,000  additional  books  for  student  research.  The 
lobby  in  the  communications  center,  featuring  24  foot  ceilings, 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  inviting  areas  on  campus. 

Another  addition  is  the  Pope  Wellness  Center.  In  the  past, 
students  have  had  limited  access  to  exercise  equipment, 
weight  machines,  and  the  basketball  courts  in  Kornegay 
Arena  because  of  team  practices  and  games.  Pope  Wellness 
Center  will  be  run  by  Student  Development  and  is  being 
constructed  to  meet  the  needs  of  students  not  participating 
in  the  College's  athletic  teams,  although  they,  too,  will  benefit 
from  its  existence. 

Pope  Wellness  Center  will  feature  a  weight  and  exercise 
room  with  wall-to-wall  treadmills,  stair  climbers,  and  free 
weights.  A  separate  aerobics  room  will  be  customized  with  a 
resilient  tile  floor  and  wall-to-wall  mirrors  for  individual  use 
and  classroom  instruction.  There  will  be  a  regulation  size 
basketball  court  that  can  be  subdivided  into  two  smaller 
courts.  When  the  court  is  subdivided,  a  motorized  net  will 
be  lowered  to  control  balls  from  bouncing  into  unwanted 
areas.  For  student  convenience  there  will  be  locker  rooms, 
showers,  and  dressing  areas.  Health  Services  and  Student 
Counseling  will  relocate  to  this  facility,  making  it  a  one  stop 
shop  for  student  health  and  wellness  issues. 

Yes,  Mount  Olive  College  is  transforming  to  meet  student 
needs,  and  it  is  an  exciting  time  to  see  it  happening  right 
before  our  eyes! 
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SPORTS  REVIEW 


BASEBALL 

For  the  second  time  in  three 
years,  Mount  Olive  won  the 
Carolinas-Virginia  Athletics 
Conference  Baseball  Tourna- 
ment. Unlik^  two  years  ago, 
when  the  Trojans'  fate  rested 
solely  on  a  committee,  this 
year's  conference  champion- 
ship resulted  in  an  automatic 
berth  in  the  South  Atlantic  Re- 
gional of  the  NCAA  Division  II 
Baseball  Championship. 

The  Trojans  finished  with  a 
record  of  39-16,  winning  18  of 
19  games  late  in  the  season.  Mount  Olive  outscored  its  four 
opponents  in  the  CVAC  Tournament  52-18,  including  a  16- 
1  victory  over  Limestone  in  the  championship  game.  Third 
baseman  Stephen  Nordan  was  named  Most  Valuable  Player 
after  batting  .727  in  the  tournament. 

A  three-week  layoff  between  the  CVAC  Tournament  and 
the  regional  may  have  quieted  Mount  Olive's  momentum 
as  the  Trojans  were  eliminated  in  two  games  at  the  regional, 
despite  out-hitting  both  opponents.  Mount  Olive  entered  the 
regional  ranked  No.  29  in  the  nation  and  the  South  Atlantic 
was  the  only  one  of  the  eight  regionals  in  which  all  six  teams 
were  nationally  ranked. 


MEN'S  GOLF 

The  men's  golf  program  earned  its  first-ever 
NCAA  post-season  appearance  as  the  Trojans 
competed  in  the  Atlantic  Southeast  Super  Re- 
gional of  the  2006  NCAA  Division  II  Men's  Golf 
Championship.  Mount  Olive  placed  sixth  at  the 
regional. 

WOMEN'S  GOLF 

The  fourth  year  was  the  charm  for  the  women's 
golf  program.  With  the  minimum  number  of 
players  to  compete  as  a  team  at  the  Carolinas- 
Virginia  Athletics  Conference  Championship,  the 
Trojans  finished  third  at  the  championship,  only 
four  strokes  out  of  second  place. 


MEN'S  TENNIS 

The  accomplishments  of  the  men's  tennis  team  were  over- 
whelmed by  the  tragic  and  untimely  passing  of  freshman 
Bruno  Capato  in  early  May  Capato  died  of  a  heart  attack  as 
a  result  of  an  enlarged  heart. 

On  the  tennis  court,  MOC  was  ranked  as  high  as 
No.  38  in  the  ITA  Division  II  National  Rankings.  With  a  start- 
ing lineup  comprised  of  three  sophomores  and  three  fresh- 
men, the  Trojans  finished  third  in  both  the  Carolinas- 
Virginia  Athletics  Conference  standings  and  the 
CVAC  Tournament.  MOC  posted  an  overall 
record  of  14-14,  with  all  of  the  Trojans'  losses 
coming  to  Division  I  or  nationally  ranked  Di- 
vision II  opponents. 

WOMEN'S  TENNIS 

In  2006,  the  women's  tennis  team  recorded  its  highest-ever 
conference  finish,  placing  third  in  the  CVAC  standings.  The 
Trojans  finished  with  an  overall  record  of  14-10  and  a  record 
of  8-2  in  the  CVAC.  Lucia  Henkle  and  Mariana  Shimoda  be- 
came the  first  teammates  in  MOC  athletics  history  to  earn 
all-conference  honors  in  all  four  years.  Henkle  was  named 
to  the  A 1 -CVAC  First  Team  in  four  consecutive  years  and 
Shimoda  was  named  to  the  second  team  four  years  in  a  row. 


MEN'S  VOLLEYBALL 

In  its  second  year  of  varsity  competi- 
tion, the  men's  volleyball  team  posted  a 
record  of  5-10.  The  Trojans  made 
program  history  when  they  posted  their 
first-ever  victory  over  a  nationally  ranked 
team,  defeating  No.  6  Springfield,  MA,  in 
five  games  on  the  road. 


SOFTBALL 

The  softball  team  has  increased  its  win 
total  in  each  of  Jaime  Kylis-Higginbotham's 
four  years  as  head  coach  and  this  year, 
posted  its  highest  win  total  since  2000.  The 
long  ball  became  a  major  part  of  the  Trojan's 
arsenal  in  2006  as  the  team  belted  21  home 
runs  this  season.  The  Trojans  finished  with 
a  record  of  26-30  in  2006. 


COMING  EVENTS 

MOC  Alumni  "Meet/Greet"  New  Students  •  Sunday,  August  20  •  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

Alumni  are  invited  to  meet  new  and  returning  students  as  they  move  into  the  dorms  from  2-A  p.m.  This  will  be  a  good 
opportunity  to  inspire  incoming  students.  To  join  in  the  fun,  contact  Dianne  Riley  at  <driley@moc.edu>. 

Michael  Martin  Golf  Tournament  •  Thursday,  August  24  •  Southern  Wayne  Country  Club 

Tee  off  in  the  annual  golf  tournament  held  in  memory  of  Michael  Martin,  a  NC  Highway  Patrolman  and  Mount  Olive 
College  alumnus,  who  was  killed  in  the  line  of  duty.  Proceeds  from  the  tournament  are  placed  in  an  endowment  fund 
that  supports  two  scholarships  at  Mount  Olive  College.  For  more  information,  contact  Neil  Price  at  (919)  658-2851. 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


DAY  SPRING  CONFERENCE  HELD  AT  CRAGMONT 

by  May  B.  Pittman,  director 


It  was  a  beautiful  day 
and  filled  with  expecta- 
tion as  a  group  of 
remarkable  women  (and 
men)  converged  on  the 
campus  of  Cragmont 
Assembly  for  the  Day 
Spring  Conference  June 
5-10, 2006. 

With  five  districts 
being  represented,  we 
had  six  first  timers,  five 
ministers'  wives,  and 
two  ministers'  widows. 
Our  oldest  attendee  was 
80  years  old. 

Devotions  from  2 
Peter  3  began  our  morn- 
ings as  Jackie  Flowers, 
Myrna  Tyndall,  and 
Sandy  Thick  taught  us  to 
"Be  Mindful,"  "Be  Not 
Ignorant,"  "Be  Diligent," 
and  "Beware." 

Our  Scripture  for  the  week  was  Hebrews  11:  "Now  faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things 
not  seen."  Our  topic  was  "Remarkable  Women  of  the  Bible"  with  a  subtopic  of  "Lessons  in  Grace  and  Faith."  We 
learned  more  about  these  lessons  and  how  they  apply  to  our  lives  as  we  studied  Eve,  a  remarkable  creation,  Sarah, 
who  had  a  remarkable  faith;  Rebekah,  who  made  a  remarkable  journey;  Jochebed,  a  remarkable  mother;  Ruth  and 
Naomi,  who  showed  us  a  remarkable  devotion;  Esther,  who  showed  remarkable  courage;  Deborah,  who  showed 
remarkable  wisdom,  and  Dorcas,  Lydia,  Priscilla,  and  Phoebe,  who  were  remarkable  servants.  Mary  used  many  differ- 
ent Scriptures  to  illustrate  the  messages.  She  referred  several  times  to  our  protection  from  God — wings  over  you,  arms 
under  you,  angels  around  you,  and  PEACE  inside  you.  She  said  we  should  look  and  feel  the  best  we  can  and  commit 
to  excelling  in  our  role  as  women.  If  we  have  a  gift  (and  we  all  do),  use  it. 

In  addition  to  the  devotions  and  messages,  Becky  Jo  Sumner  led  us  in  a  Bible  Sunday  on  Wednesday  night,  John 
Williams  spoke  to  us  Thursday  on  the  vision  of  Cragmont  and  the  progress  that  has  been  made,  and  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones  brought  us  a  mission  service  on  Friday  afternoon.  Music  was  brought  to  us  during  the  week  by  Jo  Ann  Parrish 
and  Jackie  Howers,  along  with  several  others  who  sang  specials. 

Afternoons  were  spent  in  many  different  ways — reading,  napping,  shopping,  and  of  course,  rocking  in  those  big 
rocking  chairs  on  the  front  porch  while  we  fellowshipped.  We  also  made  a  visit  to  see  the  chapel  at  The  Cove. 

Saturday  morning — time  to  get  back  to  Eastern  North  Carolina.  We  had  a  fulfilling  week  as  we  fellowshipped, 
studied  together,  sang  together,  and  prayed  together.  It  was  a  wonderful  experience  of  being  "on  the  mountain"  and 
hearing  God's  message  to  us.  It  was  time  to  go  home,  but  we  would  go  with  a  better  understanding  of  the  impact 
remarkable  women  have  made  in  the  stories  of  the  Bible.  We  left  Cragmont,  confident  that  the  words  we  heard  will 
help  us  as  we  encounter  the  valleys  in  our  lives.  Many  thanks  to  Mary  and  to  those  of  you  who  attended  and  blessed 
us  with  your  presence  as  we  studied  together. 
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WOMAN'S  CONVENTION  HIGHLIGHTS 

by  Teresa  Grubbs 


The  women  gathered  together  the  night  before  the  Convention  at  the  hotel.  The  registration  table  and  greeters. 


Though  the  clouds  were  gathering  and  the  weather  was  threatening  outside,  peace,  joy,  and  fellowship  were 
abundant  in  East  Rockingham  Church  on  May  11, 2006,  as  women,  and  a  few  men,  from  across  the  state  gathered 
for  the  seventy -ninth  annual  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
The  theme  for  the  convention  was  "Establish  the  Work  of  Our  Hands"  with  Psalm  90:17  as  the  key  verse.  All 
seven  districts  were  represented  with  110  people  registered. 

Several  times  during  the  Convention  Traci  Batten-Radford  touched  us  with  special  music.  We  were  blessed 
with  several  devotional  messages  given  by  Faye  Bryant,  Diana  Leviner,  and  Joan  Little,  President.  Deborah  King, 
our  worship  speaker,  made  a  few  comments.  She  reminded  us  that  service  is  unselfish.  She  asked  if  others  will 
remember  us  for  our  title  or  our  testimony  as  we  seek  to  serve. 

The  Life  Membership  was  awarded  to  Carolyn  Jernigan.  She  is  very  active  in  her  church,  auxiliary  (local, 
district,  and  state)  and  community.  She  is  always  busy  in  serving  others.  Jane  T.  Tripp  presented  a  touching 
memorial  service,  remembering  those  who  have  served  our  auxiliaries  and  have  passed  on  in  the  past  year.  In 
keeping  with  the  theme,  Becky  Jo  Sumner  installed  the  new  officers  using  the  Washing  of  the  Saints'  Feet  service 
and  Scripture  from  John  13:4-5, 16-17.  She  stressed  that  Jesus  called  ordinary  people,  not  perfect  ones,  to  service. 
She  used  various  towels  to  highlight  each  officer's  job. 

Reports  of  our  denominational  ministries  were  in  our  program  books.  Those  ministries  with  a  representative 
present  also  gave  a  verbal  update.  Nineteen  A-l  auxiliaries  were  recognized  and  various  other  reports  were 
given,  including  treasurer's,  youth,  life  membership,  Anna  Phillips  Student  Loan  Fund,  resolutions,  and  creden- 
tials. 

Many  thanks  to  Jo  Ann  Parrish,  pianist;  Jackie  Flowers,  song  leader;  Lois  Wetherington,  Lottie  Caroon,  Sara 
Parker,  and  Ava  Edwards,  ushers;  and  those  who  served  on  various  committees.  We  give  a  very  big  thank  you  to 
East  Rockingham  Church  and  the  auxiliaries  in  the  Piedmont  District  for  their  warm  hospitality  and  hard  work 
to  make  the  Convention  special. 


Joan  Little,  president  (far  right),  with  hosts  from  Piedmont  District.  The  convention  was  well  attended. 
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Layman's  League 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 

The  OFWB  Layman's  League  hosted  their  annual  convention  and  Spiri- 
tual Life  Retreat  on  June  2-3  at  Camp  Vandemere.  The  theme  of  the  retreat 
was  "The  Preeminence  of  Love"  and  was  based  on  John  15:13:  "Greater 
love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends."  On 
Friday  evening  a  meal  consisting  of  barbecue  chicken,  slaw,  baked  beans, 
potatoes,  and  homemade  ice  cream  was  furnished  by  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Layman's  League,  and  the  Convention  was  held  in  the  newly 
constructed  chapel.  The  Rev.  Mike  Scott,  pastoral  advisor  for  the  Layman's 
League,  brought  the  evening  message,  and  following  the  business  session 
"Called  Out"  from  King's  Crossroads  Church  presented  special  music. 

The  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  began  Saturday  morning  following  breakfast 
with  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  speaking  on  the  topic  "The  Power  of  Love"  based 
on  1  John  4:7-21.  Following  this  presentation,  "The  Juniper  5"  from  Juniper 
Chapel  Church  presented  special  music.  This  was  followed  by  the  second 


From  L-R:  The  Rev.  Mike  Scott,  Dr.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  and  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor. 


The  Juniper  5  Singing  Group 


conference  speaker,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  manager  of  Camp  Vandemere. 
His  topic  was  "The  Practice  of  Love"  which  was  based  on  1  Corinthians 
13:1^-13.  Both  speakers  brought  bold  and  insightful  messages  into  the  won- 
derful love  God  has  shown  us  through  Christ  our  Lord.  All  who  were  in 
attendance  went  away  with  a  deeper  insight  into  the  mystery  of  God's  love. 

The  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  was  concluded  with  the  election  of  the  new 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  These  officers  are  Roy  Wetherington,  presi- 
dent; Russell  Tyson,  vice-president;  Elmer  Harrell,  secretary;  and  Robert 
Tripp,  treasurer.  Pastoral  advisor  Mike  Scott  installed  the  officers.  The  next 
Spiritual  Life  Retreat  will  be  held  June  1-2,  2007  at  Camp  Vandemere.  All 
laymen  are  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonderful  time  of  growth 
and  fellowship. 


People  amd  Evemts 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  NEWS 


Inez  West  celebrated  her  90th  birth- 
day with  family  and  friends  in 
Powhatan's  fellowship  hall  on  June  2. 
She  has  attended  the  church  all  her  life 
and  her  grandparents,  Matthew  and 
Ella  Jones,  gave  the  land  for  the  church 
building  and  cemetery.  Brodie 
Cormack,  one  of  her  great-grandchil- 
dren, is  the  newest  face  in  the  family  at 
services,  often  with  proud  grand- 
mother Sandra  Peedin. 

Johnston  County  Relay  for  Life  was 
held  on  June  2-3  with  Kristen  Davis 
and  Chris  Bagley  in  charge  of  the 
Powhatan  Angels  team.  Some  rain 
came,  but  the  walk  went  on  as  planned 
between  showers. 

Senior  Sunday  was  celebrated  on 
June  4  at  Powhatan.  High  school 
graduates  Ashley  Casey  and  Summer 


by  Rita  Jones 


Inez  West,  90  years  old  (seated),  enjoyed 
the  visit  with  friend,  Pearl  Wood,  and 
brother-in-law,  Paul  Otto,  among  others 
attending  her  birthday  celebration. 

Davis  were  recognized  and  given  a 
Bible  from  the  church. 

The  Young  Adult  Sunday  School 
class  sponsored  an  outreach  cookout  on 
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Teams  that  needed  help  with  the  scaven- 
ger hunt  got  answers  from  Nikki  Jones, 
writer  of  the  clues,  as  everyone  raced  to  find 
all  the  clues  and  win  the  game. 

June  17.  Mark  Guy  provided  the  night's 
devotion.  Besides  the  good  food,  the 
group  enjoyed  a  scavenger  hunt,  vol- 
leyball, and  other  games. 


The  Passing  of  a  Landmark  Family  Among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

THE  HERITAGE  AND  LEGACY  OF 
JESSE  CHRISTOPHER  (J.C.)  GRIFFIN,  JR. 
(September  16,  1919-  May  17,  2006) 

A  Tribute  by  W.  Burkette  Raper 
Cotton  Funeral  Home,  New  Bern,  North  Carolina 
May  20,  2006 


J.C.  Griffin  and  his  siblings:  five  brothers — Marvin,  William,  Walter,  Exum, 
and  Paul;  and  his  sister,  Barbara.  Another  sister,  Elizabeth,  was  deceased. 
This  photo  was  made  in  1968. 


Jesse  Christopher  (J.C.)  Griffin  Jr. — what  a  significant  and 
meaningful  name:  Jesse — the  father  of  David,  the  great  king  of 
Israel;  and  Christopher —  a  saint  of  the  third  century  who  became 
a  martyr  of  the  Christian  faith.  Jesse  Christopher — a  name  that 
tells  us  the  kind  of  man  he  was.  I  would  like  to  share  with  you 
today  a  vision  of  the  heritage  and  legacy  of  J.C.  Griffin  Jr.  and  his 
family  as  I  was  blessed  to  know  them. 

A  Goodly  Heritage 

My  relationship  with  the  Griffin  family  goes  back  more  than 
sixty  years — back  to  the  mid-1940s  when  I  was  a  teenager  at  Duke 
University.  I  had  gone  to  spend  the  weekend  in  Pitt  County  with  a 
family  who  were  members  of  Gum  Swamp  Church,  where  J.C.'s 
father  was  pastor.  In  those  days  almost  all  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
were  "quarter  time,"  meaning  the  pastor  came  once  a  month. 

For  his  appointment  that  weekend,  Mr.  Griffin  conducted  the 
service  on  Saturday  night.  Overnight,  however,  he  was  taken 
ill;  and  when  we  arrived  at  the  church  on  Sunday  morning,  I 
was  handed  a  hand-written  note  from  Mr.  Griffin.  His  illness 
was  serious  and  he  did  not  know  what  the  outcome  might  be. 
He  asked  that  I  preach  in  his  absence,  and  then  he  added  some 
tender  words — like  a  father  to  a  son  in  the  ministry. 

I  do  not  remember  anything  I  said  that  morning,  but  I  never 
have  forgotten  Mr.  Griffin's  words  of  faith  in  me  and  his 
encouragement  that  I  be  faithful  to  my  calling  into  the  ministry. 
It  was  an  experience  I  never  have  forgotten,  and  thus  began  the 
relationship  that  brings  me  here  today.  My  relationship  with 
this  family  has  impacted  deeply  both  my  life  and  my  work,  and 
it  is  out  of  this  relationship  that  I  speak  to  you  about  the  heritage 


and  legacy  of  J.C.  Griffin  Jr.  for  whose  life  we  give  thanks  today 

In  1967, 1  spoke  at  the  funeral  of  J.C.'s  father,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty -eight,  after  having  served  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
for  fifty-seven  years.  In  1976, 1  spoke  at  the  funeral  of  his  mother, 
Bertha  Dail  Griffin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  after  having 
served  on  the  highest  level  of  leadership  in  Woman's  Auxiliary 
work  among  Free  Will  Baptists  on  both  state  and  national  levels. 
And  now,  J.C,  who  also  left  us  at  age  eighty-six. 

Today,  we  are  witnessing  the  passing  of  a  landmark  family  in 
the  life  and  work  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and  it  behooves 
us,  therefore,  to  take  note  of  the  heritage  and  legacy  of  this 
extraordinary  family.  Our  heritage  is  what  we  have  received  from 
those  who  were  before  us,  especially  our  parents.  In  the  words  of 
the  psalmist,  J.  C.  had  "a  goodly  heritage,"  (Psalm  16:6). 

We  all  know  that  J.C.  and  his  wife  Dorothy  are  generous  with 
their  resources,  as  is  evident  by  their  support  of  their  church — 
St.  Mary's  here  in  New  Bern;  by  their  support  of  homeless 
children  through  the  Children's  Home  at  Middlesex;  and  their 
support  of  Christian  education  through  Mount  Olive  College. 
This  spirit  of  generosity  is  rooted  in  J.C.'s  heritage.  One  of  the 
most  treasured  letters  I  received  during  my  forty  years  as 
president  of  Mount  Olive  College  was  a  letter  from  J.C.'s  father, 
written  in  May  1964.  It  began: 

"I  have  been  trying  to  get  far  enough  ahead  to  send  you  this 
check  for  the  past  three  months,  but  thank  the  Lord,  God  has 
arranged  for  this  gift. 

"Burkette,  my  heart's  desire  is  that  Mount  Olive  College  will 
reach  the  heights  that  you  are  working  for.  Without  Mount  Olive 
College  our  work  for  Christian  Education  in  North  Carolina  will 
go  down  in  defeat.  Satan  and  his  followers  will  continue  to  work 
against  Mount  Olive  College.  I  had  rather  die  in  the  County 
Home  of  our  county,  than  for  Mount  Olive  College  to  suffer." 

During  my  last  visit  with  J.C.  Jr.  at  Bayview  Nursing  Center, 
I  mentioned  this  letter  to  him,  and  he  told  me  something  that 
added  greatly  to  its  meaning:  "When  my  father  told  mother 
what  he  was  doing,  she  said,  'Daddy,  aren't  you  going  to  save 
something  for  us?'  To  which  he  replied:  'The  College  needs  it 
more  than  we  do.  God  will  provide  for  us.'" 

The  heritage  of  J.C,  however,  was  more  than  financial 
stewardship;  it  was  also  a  commitment  to  the  Christian  faith 
and  the  values  by  which  he  lived.  During  the  1960s  when  J.C.'s 
father  wrote  his  letter  to  me,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was 
going  through  a  major  crisis.  Elder  Griffin,  as  he  preferred  to  be 
called,  was  one  of  our  most  respected  ministers,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  without  his  leadership  and  faithfulness  the 
direction  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  could  have  become  a 
betrayal  of  our  history  and  heritage. 
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A  Lasting  Legacy 

J.C.  not  only  received  a  goodly 
heritage — he  has  left  us  a  lasting  legacy. 
He  sought  to  do  for  others  more  than  they 
did  for  him,  and  in  so  doing,  he  practiced 
the  words  of  Jesus:  "It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive"  (Acts  20:35).  One  of 
the  greatest  tributes  I  know  of  J.C.  and 
Dorothy  is  the  care  they  gave  to  J.C.'s 
parents  during  their  declining  years. 
"Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother,"  the 
Bible  teaches  us,  and  that  they  did  by  taking 
them  into  their  own  home. 

Another  feature  of  J.C.'s  legacy  to  us  was 
his  tenacity  to  what  he  believed.  His  life  was 
not  controlled  by  popular  trends.  J.C.  was 
what  he  believed,  and  those  beliefs  were 
rooted  in  his  heritage:  "I  have  set  the  Lord 
always  before  me:  because  he  is  at  my  right 


hand,  I  shall  not  be  moved,"  (Psalm  16:8). 

The  heritage  of  J.C.  was  rooted  in  the 
Christian  faith  and  Christian  values —  a 
faith  and  values  that  transcend  time.  In  our 
life  on  Earth,  we  run  out  of  time,  but  J.C. 
has  turned  his  life  into  a  lasting  legacy.  In 
my  hand  I  hold  a  picture  of  J.C.  and  his 
siblings:  five  brothers — Marvin,  William, 
Walter,  Exum,  and  Paul;  and  his  sister 
Barbara.  Another  sister,  Elizabeth,  was 
deceased.  The  picture  was  made  38  years 
ago  at  the  dedication  of  Griffin  Hall  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  Since  that  time,  J.C. 
and  all  except  his  sister  Barbara  and  his 
youngest  brother  Paul  have  finished  their 
race  and  gone  on.  It  was  indeed  a  landmark 
family  with  a  goodly  heritage,  but  it  was  also 
a  family  that  has  left  us  an  enduring  legacy. 

In  the  years  that  will  yet  unfold,  there 


will  always  be  persons  called  to  Christian 
ministry  who  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
equip  themselves  for  a  service  worthy  of 
God  because  of  The  Bertha  Dail  and  J.C. 
Griffin  Family  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  It  is  a  fund  to  which 
J.C.  contributed  generously,  and  the 
annual  scholarships  will  be  a  legacy  that 
time  will  not  efface. 

As  J.C.'s  sons,  Jake  and  Bobby,  ponder 
their  future,  there  will  be  the  eternal  flame 
of  the  Christian  faith  that  was  incarnated 
in  their  father,  and  also  in  their  mother,  to 
guide  them.  And  through  them,  that  torch 
of  faith  and  love  can  be  transmitted  to 
generations  yet  unborn. 

J.C.  has  indeed  left  us  a  legacy  of  faith 
that  will  tower  over  the  wrecks  of  time,  and 
in  that  faith  "let  eternal  morning  rise." 


THE  REVEREND  ROYCE  REYNOLDS  TURNS  60  YEARS  OLD 


On  Sunday,  June  4th,  the  congrega- 
tion of  Sound  Side  Church  in  Colum- 
bia surprised  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Royce  Reynolds,  with  a  60th  birthday 
celebration. 

The  sendees  began  as  usual  with  all 
the  preliminaries  of  singing,  tithes  and 
offerings,  and  choir  specials.  The 
church  was  filled  almost  to  capacity 
and  the  pastor  was  excited  to  be  able 
to  bring  the  Word  to  such  a  large  crowd. 
However,  just  as  the  pastor  stepped  up 
to  the  pulpit  to  begin  his  morning  mes- 
sage, the  chairman  of  the  deacon  board, 
James  Cahoon,  also  stepped  to  the  pul- 
pit and  informed  the  pastor  that  he  was 
taking  over  the  service.  At  that  time,  ap- 
proximately fifteen  surprise  guests 
came  out  of  "hiding"  and  entered  the 
sanctuary.  Several  came  from  out  of 
town  to  share  in  the  festivities. 

The  service  continued  with  James 
Cahoon  reading  Scripture  and  relating 
what  Mr.  Royce  means  to  the  church. 
The  youth  group  shared  a  special  mes- 
sage in  song  written  by  Melanie 
Armstrong  especially  for  Mr.  Royce. 

Mr.  Royce's  wife,  Fleedie,  and  their 
three  daughters,  Charlene,  Velvet,  and 
Kelly,  all  took  part  in  the  services  by 
sharing  funny  and  touching  stories 
about  him  through  the  years.  Several 
from  the  congregation  also  shared  their 
feelings  or  stories. 

The  service  ended  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Kelly,  on  the  piano  playing  her 


Royce  Reynolds  with  his  grandson,  Darren. 


Daddy's  favorite  song:  "We're  March- 
ing to  Zion."  Following  the  benedic- 
tion, a  covered-dish  luncheon  was 
served  in  the  fellowship  hall.  There  was 
a  gift  table  with  photos  of  the  pastor's 
parents  as  the  "Beginning"  and  several 
photos  of  him  in  his  "younger  days." 

Mr.  Royce  was  born  on  June  2, 1946, 
to  Jim  and  Margaret  Reynolds  in 
Columbia,  N.C.  He  accepted  the  call  to 
the  ministry  in  1971,  at  the  age  of  25. 
He  then  attended  Mount  Olive  Junior 
College  and  the  Minister's  Institute  and 
was  ordained  at  Sound  Side  Church  on 
November  2, 1973.  As  a  licensed  min- 
ister, he  served  Belhaven  Church.  Since 
his  ordination  he  has  served  the  follow- 
ing churches:  Trinity  Church  in 
Pantego  and  Walnut  Creek  in  La 
Grange  (simultaneously,  part-time), 
1973-1975;  Spring  Branch  Church  in 


Walstonburg,  1975-1981;  Shiloh 
Church  in  Pinetown,  1981-1983;  Living 
Waters  Church  in  Pikeville,  1983-1986; 
and  Malachi  Chapel  Church  in  Colum- 
bia, 1986-1999.  He  has  served  Sound 
Side  Church  since  1999. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  pastor,  Mr. 
Royce  has  served  on  both  the  Central 
and  Albemarle  Conference  Ordaining 
Councils.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  ordaining  council  and 
also  has  served  as  secretary  for  the  Min- 
isterial Association.  He  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Ministers  Association  of 
Tyrell  County  for  four  years,  and  has 
served  on  the  Ministers  Council  on 
Education  and  also  headed  up  the  ap- 
preciation dinner  for  all  school  employ- 
ees. Mr.  Royce  has  served  as  chaplain 
for  the  Tyrell  County  Fire  Department 
for  the  past  15  years.  He  started  the 
Teen  Club  at  Columbia  High  School 
and  also  has  led  the  See  You  At  the  Pole 
prayer  services  at  all  three  schools  in 
Columbia  for  the  past  four  years.  He  is 
currently  a  member  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 

On  June  22, 1966,  Mr.  Royce  married 
the  former  Fleedie  Cahoon  in  Colum- 
bia, N.C.  They  recently  celebrated  their 
40th  wedding  anniversary.  They  have 
three  daughters,  one  son-in-law,  and 
one  grandson,  Darren.  They  will  soon 
be  adding  another  son-in-law  to  their 
family. 
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DEEPENING  THE  SPIRITUAL  LIFE 

by  Lloyd  Bailey,  Barrow  Professor,  Mount  Olive  College 


Your  favorite  childhood  character  from  "Sesame  Street" 
and  "The  Muppet  Show"  was  likely  Kermit  the  Frog.  He  is 
memorable  for  singing  the  song,  "It's  Not  Easy  Being 
Green."  Likely  not!  For  us,  however,  the  song  might  well 
be,  "It's  Not  Easy  Being  A  Christian."  Here  are  some  rea- 
sons why  this  is  so: 

1.  Our  society  is  not  made  up  of  "practicing"  Christians, 
and  often  they  will  resent  and  legally  oppose  those  who 
are. 

2.  The  modern  world  is  filled  with  alluring  activities  that 
tempt  us  (especially  our  youth)  to  "stray  from  the  path." 

3.  The  ethical  values  of  Christianity  are  often  contrary  to 
human  nature.  Selfishness,  vindictiveness,  gossiping,  self- 
righteousness,  and  deceitfulness  seem  to  "come  naturally" 
to  us. 

As  a  consequence,  Christians  constantly  need  to  deepen 
their  spiritual  lives  as  a  means  for  remembering  "who  we 
are." 

Many  are  the  books  that  have  been  written  on  this  topic, 
but  few  are  as  "down  to  earth,"  practical,  demanding,  and 
ultimately  a  blessing  as  is  Albert  Edward  Day's  little  book- 
let entitled  Discipline  and  Discovery  (152  small  pages). 

The  book  intends  to  create  an  abiding  awareness  of  God's 
presence  by  means  of  such  specific  directions  that  it  can- 
not fail.  (It  will  irritate  those  who  try  to  take  it  seriously.) 

The  book  urges  us,  in  its  chapters,  to  practice  such  vir- 
tues and  acts  of  disciplines  as: 

1.  Obedience:  Assent  to  another's  right  to  command;  the 
opposite  of  "No  one  is  going  to  tell  me  what  to  do!"  Fol- 
lowing the  book's  suggestions  will  smite  the  ego  "hip  and 


SMYRNA  GRADUATES 


Pictured  are  high  school  graduates  of  Smyrna  Church  in 
the  Meadow  community  during  a  special  service  held  June  4. 
Each  of  the  graduates  are  members  of  the  church  and  are  gradu- 
ates of  South  Johnston  High  School.  Pictured  left  to  right  are 
Armatha  Nobles,  Daniel  Wood,  Laura  Parker,  Amanda 
Johnson,  Asia  McConnel,  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Whitman,  who 
presented  each  student  with  a  reference  Bible  on  behalf  of  the 
church. 


thigh."  Dozens  of  suggestions  are  made  for  each  day  of 
the  week. 

2.  Simplicity:  Avoidance  of  duplicity  and  double  mean- 
ings. Specific  suggestions  are  made  for  breaking  the  tyr- 
anny of  things  and  for  being  an  honest,  straight-forward 
Christian. 

3.  Humility:  A  series  of  painful  antidotes  for  self-righ- 
teousness, assertiveness,  and  self-importance;  avoidance 
of  complaint  about  and  criticism  of  others. 

4.  Frugality:  Concrete  "how  to"  for  relinquishing 
"things"  for  a  higher  order  of  values.  Suggestions  for  mod- 
eration in  connection  with  one's  health,  social  interactions, 
and  in  acquiring  "things." 

5.  Generosity:  How  to  break  the  instinct  for  acquisition 
of  things  and  in  human  relationships  ("must  get;"  "mine;" 
"keep").  How  to  get  "outside  one's  self"  by  remembering 
God's  generosity. 

6.  Truthfulness:  Being  careful  of  one's  words,  inflections, 
body  actions,  and  the  creation  of  impressions.  Applications 
that  will  be  painful! 

7.  Purity:  Moving  beyond  deed,  to  intention  and  imagi- 
nation; having  nothing  alien  to  the  character  which  God 
intended  for  us;  avoiding  anything  that  lowers  one's  inhi- 
bitions; guarding  the  imagination.  Concrete,  painful  sug- 
gestions! 

8.  Charity:  Avoid  anger,  pray  for,  do  good  to  all,  forgive, 
rejoice,  avoid  finding  fault. 

Each  chapter  contains  suggestions  for  related  reading  in 
Scripture. 


PERSONAL  InfORMOTIOn 
(UftflGtS 


Mrs.  Eunice  Morris 

Pettigrew  Rehabilitation  and  Health  Center 
1515  Pettigrew  Street 
Durham,  NC  27705 


Annual  Hot  Dog  &  Bake  Sale 

Friendship  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Woman's  Auxiliary 

September  2  and  4,  2006,  from  7  a.m.-3  p.m. 

Church  Fellowship  Hall 
Friendship  Church  Road,  Middlesex,  NC 
We  will  also  have  canned  goods,  clothes,  and  yard  sale  items. 
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Churches  i  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


Ladies  of  the  Central  District 

fall  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Saturday,  September  23,  2006 
at 

Bethany  FWB  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Registration  is  from  9-9:30  a.m. 


The  Reverend  Charles  Petit  is  available  for  pastoral, 
supply,  revivals,  or  interim  duties.  He  may  be  reached 
by  phone  at  (919)  553-5741  or  by  mail  at  2014  Penny 
Lane,  Clayton,  NC  27520. 


Ministerial  Association 
of  Oryinat  free  (Oitt  Baptists 


To:  All  Ministers  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  OFWB  Ministerial  Association  wishes  to  invite  you  to  attend  the  Minister's 
Conference  at  Cragmont  Assembly  on  September  11-13,  2006.  This  is  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ministe- 
rial Association.  Monday  evening  Communion  service  and  the  daily  worship  services  will  be  conducted  by 
ministers  from  within  our  association  ranks.  The  seminars  will  be  conducted  by  Dr.  Elmer  L.  Towns,  Vice- 
President  of  Liberty  University  and  Dean  of  the  School  of  Religion. 

Please  fill  in  the  form  below  and  return  as  soon  as  possible.  The  cost  of  pre-registration  is  $35.  This  fee 
covers  your  membership  dues  and  picture  for  the  week. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  OFWB  Ministerial  Association  and  mail  this  form  and  payment  by  September  5  to: 

The  Reverend  Jesse  Fulcher 
7541  Newton  Grove  Hwy. 
Dunn,  NC  28334 



MWBTE«5'C0K)PK6JC6          5€PT€MS€^  11-13, 2006 


Name 


Phone 


Address 


Please  indicate  your  building  preference.  Rooms  will  be 
assigned  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis! 

 Main  Building   Motel   Floyd  House 

 Dorm   I  will  be  staying  off  campus 

Please  indicate  here  with  whom  you  wish  to  room  if  you  will 
be  staying  in  the  Main  Building  or  Motel: 


City 


State 


Zip 


Do  you  have  any  existing  health  problems  that  would  pre- 
vent you  from  being  on  the  second  floor?  Yes   No 


_Check  here  if  you  will  be  eating  supper  at  Cragmont  on 
Monday  night,  September  11. 


 Check  here  if  your  wife  will  be  staying  on  campus. 

Please  note:  Ali  minister's  wives  who  stay  on  campus 
 will  room  in  the  dorm  behind  the  dining  hall. 

If  you  wish  to  join  the  Ministerial  Association  but  cannot  attend  our  conference,  you  may  join  or  renew 
your  membership  by  sending  the  $30  membership  dues  to  the  above  address. 


Please  be  advised  that  all  rooms  at  Cragmont  will  have  a  per  room  charge  instead  of  an  individual  charge 
as  we  have  done  in  the  past. 


WORKSHOP 

Protecting  Your  Family  in  the  21st  Century 


August  10,  2006  •  7-9  p.m. 
Friendship  OFWB  Church,  Greene  County 


Workshop  Leaders: 
Estate  Planning — Sonny  McLawhorn  and  Amy  Wells 
Health  Care  Needs — Dr.  Don  Ribeiro 

Sponsored  by  the  NC  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 
Hosted  by  the  Central  Conference 

RSVP  to  First  FWB  Church,  Greenville,  NC 
(252)  756-6600 


Transformation  Stations: 
Giving  My  Time  to  God 

List  $19.99,  our  price  $17.99 

Published  by  Group 

Inside:  Leader  Guide  and  CD 
with  powerful  images,  meditative 
music  &  narration,  Scripture 
connections,  and  customizable 
options. 

•  Easy  to  set  up  and  do 

•  Downloadable  handouts 

•  Lots  ol  bonus  ideas 
Challenge  teens  to  stop... and  take  a  look  at  how  they  use 

their  time.  Eight  multi-sensory  worship  stations  inspire  par- 
ticipants to  think  and  pray  about  how  they  can  honor  God 
with  every  moment  in  their  lives — they'll  gain  fresh  perspec- 
tive on  how  each  day  can  be  customized  for  God's  purposes.  It's 
a  reflective,  media-rich  experience  that  ignites  teens  to  fully 
commit  all  of  their  time  to  God,  to  worship  him  with  it... and 
be  transformed. 

Also  available: 

Committing  My  Relationships  to  God  •  Discovering  My  Iden- 
tity In  God  •  Experiencing  Jesus'  Passion  •  Living  My  Faith  in 
God  •  Surrendering  My  Life  to  God 


Captured  by  Grace: 
No  One  Is  Beyond  the 
Reach  of  a  Loving  God 
List  $21.99,  our  price  $19.79 
by  David  Jeremiah 
Published  by  Integrity 

Grace — it's  a  stained- 
glass,  impersonal  word 
until  it  happens  to  you... 

Until  you  have  been  broken  beyond 
belief  and  need  and  need  a  miracle 
for  your  soul.  Until  you  have  be- 
trayed a  loved  one  and  cannot  bring  them  back.  Until  you  have 
befriended  every  darkness  and  are  desparate  for  the  light.  That's 
when  God's  relentless,  amazing,  very  personalized  grace  finds 
you. 

It  reached  a  slave  trader  onboard  a  ship  raiding  Africa's  coast 
in  March  1748.  He  later  gave  the  world  its  most  beloved  hymn. 

It  struck  the  Christian  church's  most  treacherous  enemy  on  a 
Damascus  road  in  a.d.  4 5... and  he  became  the  gospel's  greatest 
messenger. 

And  it  can  free  you  too... of  any  shameful  memory,  open 
wound,  unthinking  mistake  or  willful  choice.  Encountering 
God's  grace  changes  lives  forever. 


To  place  an  order,  contact  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  at  1-800-849-3927  ext.  1 


Display/Advertising  Rates 

1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $20 
1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $30 
1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $40 
3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $50 
Full  page  •  $60 
Full  Color  Back  Cover  •  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  No  Charge 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used 


These  advertising  rates  are  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These 
charges  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming 
event  listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  editor  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone 
at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227. 

There  is  no  charge  for  article  submissions. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  When  the  5th  falls 
on  a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before. You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*Phone-in  and  handwritten  information  is  accept- 
able BUT  WE  CANNOT  BE  HELD  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ERRORS! 

*PlCTURES  ARE  NOT  RETURNED  UNLESS  THERE  IS  AN 
APPROPRIATE  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED  ENVELOPE  INCLUDED! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run 
for  2  months  only. 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

Subscribe 


Name  (please  print) 
Address  


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


City_ 

Phone  Number 
Church  (if  a  Plan) 


State 


Zip 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 

□  4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00 


Churches: 

Q  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 
I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

— 1  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  To:  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 

DURHAM      NC  27706 

"Celebrating  25  Years" 
CAMPMEETING  /  HOMECOMING  2006 

Friday,  September  29,  7:00  p.m. 
Saturday,  September  30,  9:00  a.m. 
Sunday,  October  1,  9:00  a.m. 

"Featuring  Special  Guest" 
Dr.  Robert  Picirilli  (Nashville,  TN) 


Schedule 
Friday:  7:00  p.m. 
1st  speaker:  Rev.  Pat  Hall  (Wilmington,  NC) 
2nd  speaker:  Rev.  Jeff  Jones  (Fuquay  Varina,  NC) 

Saturday:  9:00  a.m. 
1st  speaker:  Rev.  Dale  Burden  (Virginia  Beach,  VA) 
2nd  speaker:  Rev.  Karl  Sexton  (Virginia  Beach,  VA) 
3rd  speaker:  Dr.  Robert  Picirilli  (Nashville,  TN) 
Lunch  prepared  by  Ole  NC  Bar-B-Q 
4th  speaker:  Dr.  Joe  Ange  (Knightdale,  NC) 
5th  speaker:  Rev.  Guy  Owens  (Wendell,  NC) 

Sunday:  9:00  a.m. 

1st  speaker:  Rev.  Virgel  Nolen  (Durham,  NC) 
2nd  speaker:  Rev.  David  Lee  (Rockingham,  NC) 
3rd  speaker:  Dr.  Robert  Picirilli  (Nashville,  TN) 

Lunch  prepared  by  ladies/men  of  the  church 


HOSTED  BY 
Horton  Road  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
1315  Horton  Road,  Durham,  NC  27704 
Rev.  Harry  G.  Brown,  Pastor  Phone:  919-479-5060 

Special  Music  by  Horton  Road  OFWB  Church  Choir 
And  Southland  Harmony 


the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

MONTHLY  PLANNER 

September  2006 

DISASTER  RELIEF  MONTH 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change*.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 


Sunday 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Disaster  Relief 
Team  (2-10) 


LABOR 
DAY 


Convention  Executive  5 
Committee  Meeting, 
Headquarters, 
Ayden,  NIC,  9  a.m. 

Annual  Membership 
Meeting,  FWB  Press, 
Ayden  Church,  10  a.m. 


8 


Disaster  Relief 
Team  (9-17) 


10 


GRANDPARENT'S 
DAY 


11 

MOC  New  Bern 
Area  Alumni  Meeting, 
MOC  at  New  Bern, 

5  P.M. 

Minister's  Conference, 
Cragmont  (11-14) 


12 


13 


D.  J.  Coles 
Concert, 
MOC,  7:30  p.m. 


Scott  Bircher 
Concert,  MOC.14- 
7:30  p.m. 

Layman's  League 
Executive  and 
Promotional  Board 
Meeting,  7  p.m., 
VFW  Bldg., 
Snow  Hill 


15 


16 


State  Layman's 
League  Gospel 
Sing,  Juniper 
Chapel,  7  p.m. 

Disaster  Relief 
Team,(16-24) 


17 


18 


19 


20 


MOC  Alumni  Trip, 
Memorial 
Auditorium, 
Raleigh,  6:30  p.m. 


OFWB  Convention 
Golf  Tournament, 
Happy  Valley 
Country  Club, 
Wilson,  NC 


21 

Student 
Appreciation 
Night,  MOC  at 
Wilmington,  5  p.m. 


22 


Central  Conf.  Woman's 
Aux.  Conv.  ^  ^ 

Bethany  Church, 
Winterville,  NC,  9  a.m. 

Bridge  Builders 
Appreciation  Dinner, 
MOC,  6  p.m. 

Disaster  Relief 
TeamfSept.  23-Oct.  1) 


24 

GOOD 
SAMARITAN 
SUNDAY 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


SEE  YOU 
AT  THE  POLE 


30 

Cohort 

Connection,  MOC 
at  Research 
Triangle  Park, 
2  p.m. 


Coming  Soon: 


Notes: 


October  4 — Albemarle  Conference,  Shiloh  Church,  Pinetown,  NC 
October  12 — Western  Conference,  Horton  Road  Church,  Durham,  NC 
October  12 — Layman's  League  Executive  and  Promotional  Board  Meeting 
October  14 — Pee  Dee  Association,  Mission  Valley  Church,  Tabor  City,  NC 
October  1 5 — Pastor  Appreciation  Day 

October  19 — Eastern  Conference — Folkstone  Church,  Folkstone,  NC 
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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The 
responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the  person 
whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
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POWER 
IVERSE 


But  a  certain  Samaritan,  as  he  journeyed, 
came  where  he  was:  and  when  he  saw  him, 
he  had  compassion  on  him...  (Luke  10:33). 


A  Blessing  in  the  Waiting 

Who  enjoys  waiting?  A  lot  of  the  people  I  know  don't  enjoy 
waiting.  They  don't  like  waiting  in  the  register  line,  for  their  nurse 
to  call  their  name,  or  to  be  seated  in  a  restaurant.  Me — I  don't 
mind  waiting  too  much.  To  some  degree,  I  think  as  we  get  older 
our  patience  levels  tend  to  disappear.  It  seems  hard  to  get  around 
the  need  to  learn  to  be  patient.  Sure,  we  can  go  through  life  switch- 
ing grocery  lines  for  what  we  think  are  the  shorter  ones  only  to 
become  more  frustrated  afterward  when  a  problem  in  that  line 
occurs.  What  did  we  accomplish?  I've  never  really  had  a  problem 
waiting — until  now. . . 

My  wife  and  I  have  been  in  the  process  of  adoption  for  almost  a 
year  now — and,  you  guessed  it — the  waiting  is  terrible.  There  is 
so  much  red  tape  "stuff"  to  go  through  before  we  can  even  start 
looking,  and  then  there  begins  much  more  waiting  to  find  what 
may  be  the  child(ren)  God  will  soon  bless  us  with — in  His  time. 
This  waiting  (something  I  haven't  had  much  trouble  with  since  I  was  a  kid)  is  excruciating,  depressing,  and 
sometimes  just  too  much  to  handle.  But  my  prayer  is — and  I  believe  God  promises — a  blessing  in  the  waiting! 


Note:  Be  sure  to  read  Part  1  of  the  series  entitled,  The  Reason  for  Our  Need  on  pages  12-13.  It  is  intended  to  shed  light  on 
"The  Press  to  $125,000"  and  the  importance  of  the  equipment  for  which  we  are  raising  those  funds. 


Spiritual  Programming 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor 

Modern  technology  has  brought  into  play  a  term 
referred  to  as  "programming."  It  is  defined  as  "...a 
logical  sequence  of  operations  to  be  performed  by  an 
electronic  computer,  as  in  solving  a  problem."  This 
definition  comes  from  Webster's  New  World  Dictionary 
of  some  years  ago.  These  days,  however,  just  about 
everything  within  the  realm  of  communications  has 
to  be  programmed,  not  just  computers.  This  includes 
cell  phones,  regular  phones,  TV  controls,  and,  of 
course,  the  modern  computer  and 
many  other  electronic  gadgets. 
Recently,  our  cell  phone  sort  of  came 
apart.  So  I  stopped  by  one  of  the 
company's  local  offices.  Since  it  was 
time  for  a  contract  renewal,  I  de- 
cided to  go  for  a  new,  less  expen- 
sive cell  phone  with  fewer  amenities  such  as  voice 
mail,  which  I  never  used  anyway.  Fact  is,  the  sales- 
person didn't  have  to  transfer  any  information  from 
the  old  phone — there  was  nothing  to  transfer.  At  this 
point  in  life,  I  find  it's  better  to  keep  it  simple,  if  pos- 
sible. (Even  a  new  TV  remote  control  requires  repro- 
gramming  to  match  the  TV  brand.) 

It  may  be  that  the  world  is  becoming  too 


Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 

programmed.  Just  try  placing  an  order  in  some  of  the 
fast  food  restaurants  without  following  the  cashier's 
trained  procedure. 

I  wonder:  should  we  not  become  so  spiritually  pro- 
grammed that  His  love  and  grace  would  be  manifest 
in  all  we  do  and  say?  Actually,  that's  what  the  Word 
teaches:  "Set  your  affection  on  things  above,  not  on 
things  on  the  earth"  (Colossians  3:2);  and  "Let  this 
mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus" 
(Philippians  2:5).  To  the  Roman 
Christians,  Paul  wrote:  "...be  not 

0Y\  £      conformed  to  this  world:  but  be  ye 
line     transformed  by  the  renewing  of 
your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what 
is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and 
perfect,  will  of  God"  (Romans  12:2). 
Our  faithfulness  to  Him  is  what  really  matters. 
When  we  become  too  focused  on  the  world  about  us 
we  are  not  truly  seeking  "first  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  his  righteousness..."  (Matthew  6:33). 

To  the  Athenians  at  Mars'  hill  Paul  declared,  "For 
in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being. . . "  (Acts 
17:28).  Call  it  "conforming  to  His  will"  or  being  pro- 
grammed by  His  Spirit;  it's  a  matter  of  faithfulness. 
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ENABLED 
BY  THE  SPIRIT 

The  following  is  the  sermon  preached  by 
Dr.  Franklin  Baggett  based  on  Scripture  taken  from 
Acts  1:1-11  at  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
held  at  Mount  Olive  College  in  May  2006. 


Introduction 

The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  gave  me  a  book  a  few  years  ago 
written  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Chadwick  entitled  The  Way  to 
Pentecost.  Mr.  Chadwick  said  in  this  book,  "The  Church  is 
helpless  without  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 
He  goes  on  to  say,  "The  Church  still  has  a  theology  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  but  it  has  no  living  consciousness  of  His  pres- 
ence and  power.  Theology  without  experience  is  like  faith 
without  works:  it  is  dead ....  The  work  of  God  is  not  by  might 
of  man  or  by  the  power  of  men,  but  by  His  Spirit.  It  is  by 
Him  (the  Spirit)  that  the  truth  convicts  and  converts,  sancti- 
fies and  saves.  The  philosophies  of  men  fail,  but  the  Word 
of  God  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  prevails." 

Our  Scripture  comes  from  the  time  before  the  day  of 
Pentecost.  Jesus  had  been  crucified,  risen  from  the  dead,  and 
had  been  with  His  followers  for  40  days,  and  now  it  was 
time  for  Him  to  go  back  to  the  Father  in  Heaven.  In  our 
Scripture  Luke  said  Jesus  was  meeting  with  His  disciples 
right  before  His  final  ascension.  He  had  spoken  to  them  the 
truths  about  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  He  was  about  to  give 
them  the  final  instructions.  But  before  He  could  give  them 
these  instructions  of  spiritual  importance,  the  disciples  asked 
a  question,  . ..Lord,  wilt  thou  at  this  time  restore  again  the  king- 
dom to  Israel?  (v.  6).  Jesus  was  trying  to  give  them  some  spiri- 
tual information  and  they  still  had  their  minds  on  physical 
matters.  You  know,  I  am  afraid  that  is  where  the  focus  of  too 
many  of  our  people  are,  on  the  physical  and  not  the  spiri- 
tual. 

Dr.  Jerry  Vines  once  said  the  average  Christian  and  the 
average  church  are  somewhere  bogged  down  between  Cal- 
vary and  Pentecost.  They  have  been  to  Calvary  for  pardon, 
but  they  have  not  been  to  Pentecost  for  power.  Bethlehem 
means  "God  with  us."  Calvary  means  "God  for  us,"  but  Pen- 
tecost means  "God  in  us." 

I  believe  most  Christians  are  like  the  disciples  were,  so 
concerned  about  the  physical  matters  that  they  sometimes 
miss  the  spiritual  truths  and  power  Jesus  wants  them  to 
have. 

Jesus  said  in  effect,  "Don't  worry  about  the  times  or 
seasons.  I  have  something  better  for  you  to  be  concerned 
about."  Listen,  ...you  shall  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  come  upon  you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both 
in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  ut- 
termost part  of  the  earth  (v.  8). 

Now  let's  break  down  verse  eight  and  see  what  Jesus  was 
saying. 


I.  First  He  said  we  would  receive  something. 

Now  to  receive  something  means  to  come  into  possession 
of  something,  or  to  act  as  a  receptacle  or  container  for.  Now 
we  need  to  understand  that  to  receive  something  we  must 
take  it.  If  I  gave  you  a  gift  but  you  refused  to  accept  it,  then 
you  have  not  received  it.  Not  only  do  you  have  to  take  it,  but 
for  a  gift  to  be  any  good  to  you,  you  must  use  it.  If  someone 
gave  you  a  new  television  and  instead  of  opening  the  box 
and  hooking  it  up  so  someone  could  watch  it,  you  took  it 
and  placed  it  in  the  closet  still  in  the  box  that  it  came  in,  it 
would  be  of  no  use  to  you  except  to  store  something  on. 

I  am  afraid  that  many  Christians  have  received  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  but  are  like  the  person  who  packed  the  TV 
in  the  closet.  They  have  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  they  are  not  al- 
lowing the  Holy  Spirit  to  make  a  difference  in  their  lives. 

II.  The  second  thing  we  notice  is  the  power 
when  the  Holy  Ghost  comes  upon  you. 

Jesus  said  we  would  receive  power.  Now  there  are  two 
words  for  power  in  the  Greek  New  Testament.  The  one  used 
here  by  Jesus  denoted  dynamite  strength.  This  power  gives 
ability,  efficiency,  enablement,  and  might.  It  is  a  power  that 
will  help  us  spiritually  to  accomplish  everything  that  needs 
to  be  done  for  Christ. 

A.  First,  we  need  to  understand  that  this  is  a  power  that  comes 
from  God  and  not  us.  We  cannot  do  it  ourselves.  It  must  be  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  empowers  the  Christian.  It  is  the  Holy  Spirit 
that  empowers  us  so  that  we  can  truly  live  a  life  that  is  guided 
and  directed  by  God. 

Charles  Spurgeon  said,  "Without  the  Spirit  of  God  we  can 
do  nothing.  We  are  as  ships  without  wind  or  chariots  with- 
out horses.  Like  branches  without  sap,  we  are  withered.  Like 
coals  without  fire,  we  are  useless." 

Scripture  is  full  of  exhortations  concerning  our  life  in 
Christ.  This  life  is  not  dictated  by  our  circumstances  and  the 
things  that  this  world  throws  at  us,  but  by  the  power  of  God 
in  our  lives. 

Do  you  want  to  walk  on  that  highway  of  holiness?  Do  you 
want  to  see  those  streams  in  the  desert?  Do  you  want  to  live 
abundantly  and  not  just  exist?  Do  you  want  to  have  that  con- 
fidence that  God  is  totally  in  control  of  all  things?  Do  you 
want  to  KNOW  that  all  things  WILL  work  together  for  good 
to  those  who  love  the  Lord  who  are  called  according  to  His 
purposes?  Then  we  must  fully  receive  and  connect  to  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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Herbert  Jackson  once  said  that  when  he  was  a  new  mis- 
sionary, he  was  assigned  a  car  that  would  not  start  without  a 
push.  After  pondering  his  problem,  he  devised  a  plan.  He 
went  to  the  school  near  his  home,  got  permission  to  take 
some  children  out  of  class,  and  had  them  push  his  car  off.  As 
he  made  his  rounds,  he  would  either  park  on  a  hill  or  leave 
the  engine  running.  He  used  this  ingenious  procedure  for 
two  years. 

Ill  health  forced  the  Jackson  family  to  leave,  and  a  new 
missionary  came  to  that  station.  When  Jackson  proudly  be- 
gan to  explain  his  arrangement  for  getting  the  car  started, 
the  new  man  began  looking  under  the  hood.  Before  the  ex- 
planation was  complete,  the  new  missionary  interrupted, 
"Why,  Dr.  Jackson,  I  believe  the  only  trouble  is  this  loose 
cable."  He  gave  the  cable  a  twist,  stepped  into  the  car,  pushed 
the  switch,  and  to  Jackson's  astonishment,  the  engine  roared 
to  life.  For  two  years,  needless  trouble  had  become  routine. 
The  power  was  there  all  the  time.  Only  a  loose  connection 
kept  Jackson  from  putting  that  power  to  work. 

So  many  Christians  are  going  about  their  lives  struggling, 
living  in  defeat,  not  accomplishing  what  God  would  have 
them  to  accomplish,  not  because  they  are  not  saved,  but  be- 
cause they  are  not  using  the  power  that  the  Holy  Spirit  can 
supply. 

One  New  Year's  Day,  in 
the  Tournament  of  Roses  pa- 
rade, a  beautiful  float  sud- 
denly sputtered  and  quit.  It 
was  out  of  gas.  The  whole 
parade  was  held  up  until 
someone  could  get  a  can  of 
gas.  The  amusing  thing  was 
this  float  represented  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  With  its 
vast  oil  resources,  its  truck  was  out  of  gas. 

Often,  Christians  neglect  their  spiritual  maintenance,  and 
though  they  are  "clothed  with  power"  (Luke  24:49  niv)  they 
find  themselves  out  of  gas.  We  need  to  understand  what  this 
power  can  do  for  us. 

If  we  look  at  the  early  church  we  gleam  some  nuggets  of 
truth  that  help  us  see  how  the  early  church  was  able  to  use 
the  power  from  God.  First  they  were  able  to  use  the  power 
of  God  because  of  their  wholehearted  devotion  to  God.  We 
will  never  have  the  power  of  God  with  half-heartedness.  God 
does  not  bless  half-hearted  service,  or  obedience.  Matthew 
22:37  states,  "...Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind."  This 
verse  leaves  no  room  for  HALF-HEARTEDNESS. 

Sometimes  we  tell  God  that  He  can  only  have  so  much  of 
our  lives,  or  He  can  only  go  into  certain  areas  of  our  hearts. 
When  we  do  this  we  limit  God  in  our  lives.  When  we  limit 
God  in  our  lives,  we  limit  the  power  of  God  on  our  lives. 
When  we  limit  God  in  our  church,  we  limit  the  power  of 
God  on  our  church. 

Whole-hearted  devotion  will  result  in:  (1)  His  word  hav- 
ing priority;  (2)  His  work  having  priority;  (3)  His  will  hav- 
ing priority. 

B.  Second,  the  disciples  were  able  to  use  the  power  of  God,  be- 
cause of  the  unity  of  the  believers. 

The  Bible  states  that  the  disciples  were  all  in  one  accord. 
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Not  part  of  them,  not  95  percent  of  them,  but  they  were  all  in 
one  accord. 

One  of  the  things  that  will  take  away  the  power  of  God  on 
the  church  is  disunity.  Satan  tries  hard,  and  oftentimes  / 
succeeds  in  bringing  disharmony  in  the  church.  As  God's 
people  we  do  not  always  have  to  agree  with  our  brothers 
and  sisters,  but  we  do  have  to  keep  harmony  and  unity.  Does 
it  matter  who  gets  the  credit,  or  whose  name  is  called?  No. 
The  only  thing  that  really  matters  is  that  God's  will  is  being 
accomplished. 

Psalm  133:1  states,  "Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant 
it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity."  This  is  what 
God  desires  for  His  church. 

C.  Third,  they  were  able  to  use  the  power  of  God,  because  of  the 
priority  of  the  Word  of  God. 

The  Word  of  God  was  very  important  to  the  early  church. 
In  Acts  2:42  we  see  that  the  Bible  states  that  "..  .they  contin- 
ued stedfastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine...." 

In  our  churches  today,  it  seems  that  the  Word  of  God 
doesn't  have  the  priority  it  once  had.  It  is  impossible  to  do 
the  Lord's  work  apart  from  Scripture.  It  is  impossible  to  grow 
apart  from  Scripture.  The  Bible  must  become  important  to 
us  once  again.  The  Word  of  God  must  be  read,  preached, 

and  obeyed. 

D.  And  they  were  able  to 
use  the  power  of  God  be- 
cause of  the  dedication  to 
prayer. 

Prayer  is  not  only  a 
privilege,  it  is  a  necessity. 
When  we  do  not  pray,  we 
are  cutting  ourselves  off 
from  the  source  of  life,  light,  and  love. 

The  disciples  knew  what  it  was  to  pray  and  see  the  power 
of  God  in  their  lives.  They  not  only  prayed  for  themselves, 
they  prayed  for  each  other.  We  need  to  pray  for  each  other 
(see  Ephesians  6:18;  Colossians  1:9-11).  Prayer  is  what  moves 
the  hand  of  God.  When  Christians  neglect  to  pray,  they  are 
saying,  "I  can  do  it  on  my  own." 

It  is  like  the  farmer  who  went  to  the  logging  foreman  to 
purchase  a  chain  saw.  The  foreman  who  sold  the  farmer  the 
chainsaw  guaranteed  the  farmer  that  it  would  cut  down  fifty 
trees  in  a  single  day.  A  week  later,  a  very  unhappy  farmer 
came  to  report  that  the  saw  must  be  faulty — it  averaged  only 
three  trees  a  day.  The  foreman  grabbed  the  saw,  pulled  the 
cord,  and  the  saw  promptly  went,  "Bzzzzzzz."  The  startled 
farmer  demanded,  "Hey  what's  that  noise?" 

We  laugh  at  the  foolishness  of  the  farmer.  But,  when  we 
don't  spend  time  in  prayer  what  we  are  actually  saying  is 
that  we  have  the  strength  by  ourselves  to  do  what  needs  to 
be  done.  And  inevitably  we  don't  accomplish  what  we  could 
if  we  would  just  connect  to  the  power. 

III.  The  third  thing  we  see  in  this  verse 
is  that  ...ye  shall  be  witnessess. 
The  reason  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  to  give  us  power  is  so 
that  we  might  accomplish  the  mission  God  has  placed  be- 
fore us. 

I  have  no  disrespect  for  the  Rev.  Rick  Warren,  pastor  of 
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Often,  Christians  neglect  their  spiritual 
maintenance,  and  though  they  are  "clothed 
with  power"  (Luke  24:49  niv)  they  find  them- 
selves out  of  gas.  We  need  to  understand 
what  this  power  can  do  for  us. 


Saddleback  Community  Church  and  author  of  The  Purpose- 
Driven  Life.  He  has  done  a  tremendous  service  to  the  church; 
reaching  people  for  Christ  and  helping  Christians  grow  closer 
to  the  Lord.  But  I  do  slightly  disagree  with  his  theology.  I 
don't  see  the  church  as  having  five  purposes.  I  believe  as  the 
church  and  as  individuals  our  sole  purpose  is  to  worship 
and  bring  glory  to  God.  God  created  us  for  the  purpose  of 
worshiping  Him.  That's  our  purpose,  but  we  do  have  a 
mission.  That  mission  is  to  help  build  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
and  one  of  the  ways  that  is  done  is  through  being  a  witness. 
Jesus  said,  . .  .ye  shall  be  ivitnessess. 

Notice  that  Jesus  did  not  say,  "You  will  do  witnessing." 
Jesus  was  not  describing  an  activity  here;  but,  rather,  He  was 
describing  a  dramatic  change  occurring  from  within  each 
disciple.  After  their  change  came,  Jesus  said  they  would  be 
witnesses!  Notice,  Jesus  did  not  say  they  "may  be  witnesses" 
— He  said,  they  shall  be  witnesses. 

If  we  look  at  chapter  two — when  "Pentecost  had  fully 
come" — we  find  the  disciples  speaking  in  languages  they 
had  not  learned — proclaiming  Jesus,  the  Christ,  to  an  assem- 
bly of  foreign  people!  There  was  Peter,  a  man  who  was  im- 
pulsive, a  man  with  a  reputation  for  "putting  his  foot  in  his 
mouth,"  a  man  who,  before  the  rooster  crowed  had  denied 
Jesus,  not  once,  not  twice,  but  three  times,  standing  boldly 
before  a  huge  crowd  preaching  his  first  "high-octane  ser- 
mon" and  leading  three  thousand  souls  to  a  saving  knowl- 
edge of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ! 

Every  Christian  is  to  be  a  witness.  Every  Christian  is  not 
called  to  be  an  evangelist,  but  everyone  is  instructed  to  be  a 
witness. 

D.L.  Moody  once  said,  "Every  man  and  woman  who  loves 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  must  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  he  or  she 
has  a  mission  in  the  world,  in  His  work  of  reaching  the  lost." 

It  has  been  well  said  that  every  person  on  Earth  is  either  a 
missionary  or  a  mission  field. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Conner  said,  "Our  mission  is  to  bear  witness  to 
Christ  from  Jerusalem  to  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth.  Any 
form  of  Christianity  that  does  not  have  throbbing  through  it 
a  mighty  missionary  and  evangelistic  impulse,  is  a  degener- 
ate,form." 

God  has  given  Christians  the  job  of  telling  the  world  about 
Him  and  that  job  is  getting  bigger  every  year.  Not  until  1850 
did  the  number  of  people  on  Earth  reach  one  billion.  Eighty 
years  later,  in  1930,  the  number  doubled  to  two  billion.  Thirty 
years  later,  in  1960,  the  number  reached  four  billion.  In  1985 
it  reached  five  billion  people.  In  1999  it  reached  six  billion 
people.  And  between  2010  and  2013,  unless  something  hap- 
pens it  will  pass  7  billion.  Simply  put,  that  means  there  are 
billions  and  billions  of  people  who  have  never  even  heard 
the  name  Jesus.  We  have  a  great  responsibility.  How  are  we 
going  to  accomplish  this  task? 

A.  First,  we  must  come  to  the  understanding  that  the  founda- 
tion of  missions  is  not  money,  nor  manpower,  nor  methodology.  It 
is  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  gives  missions  its  thrust. 
That's  why  we  all  can  be  a  missionary  right  where  we  live. 
You  see,  witnessing  is  not  dependent  upon  your  personality. 
It's  not  dependent  upon  your  persuasiveness.  It's  not  de- 
pendent upon  your  position.  It  is  dependent  upon  the  power 
of  God  and  every  Christian  has  available  to  him  or  her  the 
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power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  if  you  have  the  power  of  God, 
you  don't  need  anything  else.  God  will  supply  the  rest. 

B.  Then  we  must  capture  God's  passion. 

This  is  the  first  step  and  it  is  the  most  critical.  Before  a 
person  gets  concerned  about  reaching  others  for  Christ,  they 
must  understand  how  much  God  cares.  God  is  "not  willing 
that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  come  to  repentance"  (2 
Peter  3:9). 

When  the  great  missionary,  Hudson  Taylor,  was  on  his  way 
to  China  he  was  confronted  one  day  by  the  ship's  captain. 
He  said,  "Taylor,  do  you  think  the  heathen  will  be  lost  if  you 
don't  go  to  China?"  Taylor  replied,  "I  think  the  heathen  are 
lost,  that's  why  I  am  going  to  China." 

Well,  if  we  really  believe  that  people  without  Christ  are 
lost,  if  we  really  believe  that  the  Good  News  is  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  if  we  really  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  way 
to  Heaven,  then  we  must  tell  people  about  salvation.  Some- 
times it  seems  like  Christians  are  not  convinced  anymore  in 
the  reality  of  Hell,  or  the  fact  that  people  die  and  go  to  eter- 
nal punishment  everyday.  We  sit  in  our  cozy  churches  sing- 
ing, "O,  How  I  Love  Jesus,"  while  Jesus'  heart  is  breaking 
over  the  world  of  lost  people.  We  must  never  forget  that  there 
are  lost  people,  people  God  loves,  people  Christ  died  for, 
people  we  are  supposed  to  be  witnesses  to.  We  need  to  warn 
people  about  sin  and  judgment,  of  the  reality  of  Hell  and 
eternal  separation.  There  is  a  Lake  of  Fire,  and  unbelievers, 
those  whose  names  are  not  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  will 
be  cast  into  the  Lake  of  Fire. 

If  your  neighbor's  house  was  on  fire,  would  you  just  sit 
back  and  have  a  word  of  prayer  for  them?  Would  you  just 
fold  your  hands  and  quietly  say,  "Lord  wake  them  up  be- 
fore they  lose  everything  and  perish  in  those  flames?"  NO! 
Of  course  not!  Out  of  love  for  humanity  and  respect  for  life, 
you  would  go  warn  them  and  say,  "Get  out,  you  are  in  dan- 
ger of  perishing!  Come  to  safety  while  you  can!" 

In  the  same  way,  out  of  respect  for  Christ,  who  died  for 
them,  and  out  of  love  for  lost  people,  through  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  we  must  warn  the  lost. 

C.  Not  only  do  we  need  to  capture  God's  passion,  we  need  to 
commit  to  God's  plan. 

God's  plan  is  to  use  us.  God  has  chosen  us  to  tell  others 
about  the  great  salvation  that  is  offered  by  Christ  Jesus. 

There  is  a  story  about  a  group  of  angels  who  had  gathered 
around  Jesus  Christ  after  He  had  come  back  from  Earth.  They 
were  asking  Him  questions,  and  one  angel  said,  "Lord,  how 
are  you  going  to  spread  the  Gospel  message  throughout  the 
world?"  Well,  Jesus  said,  "I  have  called  out  some  disciples 
to  carry  out  my  Great  Commission.  They  in  turn  will  go  and 
share  this  wonderful  message  with  others  who  will  respond, 
and  they  in  turn  will  go  and  share  with  others  who  need  to 
be  saved." 

The  angel  said,  "Are  you  telling  me  that  you  have  entrusted 
the  task  of  getting  out  the  message  of  eternal  life  and  salva- 
tion to  those  earthlings,  counting  on  them  to  be  witnesses  to 
the  Gospel  message  and  take  the  Gospel  around  the  world?" 
The  Lord  Jesus  said,  "That's  absolutely  right."  The  angel  said, 
"Well  Lord,  if  they  don't  do  what  You  command  them  to  do, 
what  is  Plan  B?"  To  which  the  Lord  replied,  "There  is  no 
Plan  B." 

I  want  to  say  to  you  this  morning  if  you  want  to  know 
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how  God  intends  to  reach  a  lost  world  for  Jesus  Christ,  go 
home  and  look  in  the  mirror.  There  is  no  Plan  B.  If  we  do  not 
do  it  in  the  power  of  God's  Spirit,  it  will  not  be  done. 

Now  nobody  can  win  everybody.  But  everybody  can  win 
somebody.  It  will  be  the  nobodies  that  God  will  use  to  win 
people  to  His  Son.  Somebody  said,  "I  wanted  to  be  a  some- 
body, but  God  allowed  me  to  be  a  nobody,  so  that  I  could 
share  with  everybody  about  the  somebody  who  can  save 
anybody." 

Notice  carefully  that  God  has  called  us  to  be  witnesses. 
God  has  not  called  us  to  be  lawyers.  He  has  not  called  us  to 
be  prosecuting  attorneys.  He  has  not  called  us  to  be  judges. 
He  simply  called  us  to  be  witnesses.  Now  all  a  witness  does 
is  simply  to  tell  the  truth  about  what  he  or  she  knows,  and 
what  he  or  she  has  seen. 

God  has  not  called  us  to  persuade,  force,  coerce,  or  ma- 
nipulate anybody  into  the  Kingdom  of  God.  He  has  simply 
called  us  to  witness  about  the  Lord  and  His  saving  power 
and  leave  the  results  to  Him.  What  this  world  needs  is  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  the  subject  of  missions.  He  is  the 
source  of  missions.  He  is  the  sustainer  of  missions.  He  is  the 
strength  of  missions.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  universal  need 
in  all  the  world.  He  is  the  need  of  the  communists  and  the 
need  of  the  capitalists.  He  is  the  need  of  the  Republicans 
and  the  need  of  the  Democrats.  He  is  the  need  of  America. 
He  is  the  need  of  Africa.  He  is  the  need  of  the  rich,  and  He  is 
the  need  of  the  poor.  I  can  tell  you  something  about  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  alive  on  Earth  right  now;  their  great- 
est need  is  a  personal  relationship  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

D.  We  must  also  follow  God's  plan. 

...Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all 
Judaea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth 
(v.  8).  God  has  a  plan.  We  are  to  go  into  our  community. 
Jerusalem  was  where  they  were  when  the  Lord  spoke  these 
words.  He  said  to  them  in  effect,  the  first  place  you  ought  to 
go  is  next  door. 

There's  an  old  saying  that  goes  like  this:  "The  light  that 
shines  the  farthest,  shines  the  brightest  nearest  home." 

We  need  to  become  a  denomination  that  prays  for  mis- 
sions, gives  to  missions,  sends  missionaries,  but  more  than 
anything,  if  we  are  to  be  the  church  God  intends  for  us  to  be, 
we  must  live  missions. 


After  our  own  community  we  are  to  go  to  "Judea."  This 
would  represent  our  counties  and  states.  Then  we  are  to  go 
to  our  nation.  Yes,  I  understand  that  there  are  many  people 
in  America  who  have  heard  the  gospel  more  times  than  a  lot 
of  people  will  ever  hear  the  gospel.  And  that  might  not  be 
fair,  but  we  still  have  over  100  million  people  in  this  country 
who  do  not  know  Jesus  as  Savior  and  as  Lord.  You  do  real- 
ize don't  you,  that  churches  in  other  countries  are  sending 
missionaries  to  the  United  States.  They  see  the  downward 
moral  decay  of  our  nation  and  want  to  be  used  of  God  to  get 
this  nation  back  to  God. 

E.  And  we  are  to  go  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  world. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  note  that  the  progression  of  mis- 
sions given  in  Acts  1:8  is  exactly  the  sequence  in  which  Acts 
was  written.  In  chapters  1-7  the  focal  point  is  Jerusalem.  In 
chapters  8-12  the  disciples  go  to  Judea.  Then  in  chapters 
13-28  they  scatter  to  Samaria  and  to  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  Earth. 

Standard  Oil  Company  once  had  a  slogan  that  the  church 
should  try  to  revive:  "Get  the  light  to  every  dark  corner  of 
the  world."  That  is  exactly  what  God  has  called  us  to  do, 
and  we  must,  we  shall  not,  we  dare  not  shirk  that  responsi- 
bility. 

Conclusion 

The  early  church  was  afire  with  enthusiasm  and  excite- 
ment. It  is  said  they  turned  the  world  upside  down  for  the 
Lord.  What  about  the  church  today?  Do  we  enjoy  that  same 
power  that  the  early  church  in  Acts  had?  Are  we  tapping 
into  the  same  resource  that  they  tapped  into?  Are  we  mak- 
ing an  impact  like  they  did  back  then?  Lives  were  changed. 
The  Word  of  God  was  preached  with  boldness,  and  Jesus 
Christ  was  uplifted. 

But  as  we  think  about  the  church  today,  let  us  ask  this  ques- 
tion, "Do  we  have  the  power  of  God  in  our  lives  that  will 
result  in  winning  souls,  changing  lives,  and  making  an  im- 
pact on  our  world?" 

Zechariah  said,  "It  is  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by 
my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord"  (4:6).  There  is  no  excuse  for  fail- 
ure, no  justification  for  ineffectiveness,  for  the  Spirit  of  God 
is  the  Spirit  of  power,  and  the  power  of  God  will  change 
lives  if  we  allow  Him  to.  ▲ 


SCAMS  THAT  STRIKE  SENIORS 

by  North  Carolina  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

North  Carolinians  of  all  ages  fall  victim  to  frauds  and  scams,  but  there  are  many  scam  artists  who  specifically  prey  on  senior 
citizens.  My  office  keeps  a  look  out  for  these  scams  and  works  to  help  consumers  who've  been  ripped  off.  Here  are  some  of  the 
most  common  scams  that  target  senior  citizens  and  some  tips  that  can  help  you  keep  your  golden  years  and  your  life  savings 
safe  from  scammers. 


HOME  REPAIR  FRAUD 

Most  home  repair  fraud  rings  operate  by 
approaching  elderly  people  and  offering  to 
clean  gutters  or  perform  some  other  repair  for 
a  small  fee.  Once  up  on  the  ladder,  the  scammer 


pretends  to  spot  a  rotting  roof  or  collapsing  chimney  to  talk 
the  homeowner  into  series  of  unnecessary  and  expensive 
repairs.  After  they  have  performed  these  costly  and  unnec- 
essary repairs,  the  scammers  then  try  to  persuade  consum- 
ers to  hire  them  for  additional  work.  The  expensive  and 
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unneeded  repairs  continue  as  long  as  the  consumer  can  be 
convinced  to  pay. 

Before  you  choose  someone  to  work  on  your  home,  do 
your  homework:  ask  for  references  and  check  them.  Don't 
do  business  with  strangers  who  knock  on  your  door 
promising  immediate  home  repair  and  clean  up  in  exchange 
for  up-front  payments.  It's  also  smart  to  ask  for  written  esti- 
mates and  not  to  pay  for  work  until  you're  satisfied  with  it. 
To  check  out  a  particular  contractor  or  report  a  possible  scam, 
call  my  office  at  (877)  5-NO-SCAM— (877)  567-7226. 

IDENTIFY  THEFT 

Identify  theft  happens  when  someone 
uses  information  about  another  person's 
identity  to  commit  fraud.  A  thief  can  steal 
your  personal  information — such  as  a  So- 
cial Security  number,  birthdate,  or  mother's  maiden  name — 
and  use  it  to  open  new  charge  accounts,  order  merchandise 
or  borrow  money.  Consumers  usually  do  not  know  they  have 
been  victimized  until  collection  agencies  come  calling,  or 
until  they  are  denied  credit  because  of  unpaid  debts  run  up 
by  the  criminals. 

Approximately  300,000  North  Carolinians  have  their  iden- 
tity stolen  each  year.  A  typical  identity  theft  victim  spends 
on  average  $800  and  175  hours  over  23  months  to  clean  up 
his  or  her  credit  and  erase  $18,000  in  fraudulent  charges.  The 
national  cost  of  identity  theft  annually  is  $55  billion,  includ- 
ing billions  of  dollars  in  losses  to  businesses. 

We're  working  to  fight  identity  theft  through  together  laws 
and  law  enforcement  and  by  getting  both  businesses  and 
government  to  better  protect  our  personal  information.  A 
new  law  my  office  helped  write  is  currently  working  its  way 
through  the  NC  General  Assembly  to  continue  the  fight 
against  identity  theft  by  strengthening  safeguards  for  per- 
sonal information,  requiring  businesses  and  government  to 
better  protect  sensitive  financial  information  about  people, 
and  giving  consumers  more  tools  to  fight  theft  of  their  infor- 
mation. 

But  there  are  also  important  steps  that  we  can  all  take  to 
minimize  our  risk  of  becoming  a  victim.  Before  you  reveal 
your  personal  information  to  anyone,  ask  how  it  will  be  used 
and  whether  or  not  it  will  be  kept  confidential.  Do  not  give 
out  your  Social  Security  number  unless  absolutely  necessary. 
Be  especially  cautious  about  giving  out  personal  informa- 
tion to  someone  who  you  do  not  know  over  the  telephone, 
Internet,  or  via  mail. 

MEDICAL  CURES 

Many  seniors  have  gotten  postcards  in  the  mail,  inviting 
them  to  a  free  meal  at  a  local  restaurant  if  they  agree  to  listen 
to  a  sales  presentation.  During  dinner,  the  sales  presenter 
sings  the  praises  of  a  product  such  as  magnetic  mattress  pads 
and  seat  cushions,  said  to  cure  a  whole  host  of  ills — from 
arthritis  to  diabetes.  Consumers  are  usually  pressured  to  buy 


on  the  spot.  For  consumers  who  might  be  skeptical  about 
the  health  benefits  or  reluctant  to  make  a  quick  decision,  the 
promise  of  a  money-back  guarantee  often  eases  their  doubts. 
So  what  happens  when  the  trial  period  ends  and  the  con- 
sumer isn't  satisfied?  In  many  cases,  the  company  ha  gone 
out  of  business  and  there  is  little  chance  consumers  will  ever 
see  a  refund. 

Before  you  buy  any  product  that  promises  to  treat  medi- 
cal conditions,  consult  with  your  physician  or  health  care 
professional.  It  is  also  wise  to  research  the  company  by  call- 
ing the  Attorney  General's  Consumer  Protection  Office  at 
(877)  5-NO  SCAM.  If  you  decide  to  buy,  pay  by  credit  card 
and  you'll  improve  your  chances  of  being  able  to  get  a  re- 
fund if  the  seller  goes  out  of  business.  Keep  in  mind  that 
North  Carolina's  three-day  right  to  cancel  law  does  give  you 
three  days  to  return  the  product  if  you  bought  it  at  a  restau- 
rant or  other  location  that  is  not  the  seller's  usual  place  of 
business. 

TELEMARKETING  FRAUD 

The  Federal  Trade  Commission  estimates  that 
fraudulent  telemarketers  scam  as  much  as  $40 
billion  a  year  from  unsuspecting  U.S.  consum- 
ers. At  least  half  of  the  victims  of  those  scams 
are  elderly. 

While  the  pitches  and  scams  change  constantly,  the  calls 
continue.  You  can  take  steps  to  cut  the  number  of 
telemarketing  calls  you  receive  by  joining  the  more  than  two 
million  North  Carolinians  who've  placed  their  numbers  on 
the  Do  Not  Call  Registry.  To  add  your  home  and  mobile  tele- 
phone numbers  to  the  list,  go  to  <www.nocallsnc.com>  or 
call  (888)  382-1222  within  North  Carolina  from  the  number 
you  wish  to  register. 

Once  you've  signed  up,  you  can  report  telemarketers  who 
call  you  to  my  office  by  calling  (877)  5-NO-SCAM.  Thanks 
to  consumers  who  let  us  know  when  they  get  unwanted  calls, 
we're  able  to  go  after  those  illegal  telemarketers  and  make 
them  stop  calling.  My  office  has  won  nearly  $230,000  from 
18  violators  since  the  Registry  began  on  October  1,  2003. 

To  protect  yourself  from  telemarketing  scams,  never  agree 
to  send  money  in  order  to  get  a  "free"  prize,  never  agree  to 
send  payments  in  advance,  and  never  give  out  your  bank, 
credit  card,  or  Social  Security  numbers  over  the  telephone 
unless  you  initiated  the  call  and  know  that  the  company  is 
reputable. 

Some  of  the  most  common  and  successful  telemarketing 
schemes  claim  to  sell  international  lottery  tickets,  advance 
fee  loans,  and  credit  card  or  identity  theft  protection.  Fraudu- 
lent telemarketers  also  try  to  convince  consumers  that  they 
have  won  a  large  prize,  but  must  pay  taxes,  customs  duties, 
shipping  or  other  costs  up  front.  My  office  is  fighting  these 
criminals  every  step  of  the  way.  You  can  help  us  by  calling 
(877)  5-NO-SCAM  to  report  these  scams  to  my  Telemarketing 
Fraud  Project.  A 


Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper  and  his  staff  want  North  Carolina  homeowners  to  get  their  money's  worth.  We  are  here  to  be  of  service  when  yon  need 
us,  but  through  consumer  education  efforts  like  these  columns,  we  hope  to  help  consumers  avoid  problems  from  the  start. 
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LONG  TERM  RECOVERY 
HURRICANE  KATRINA  VICTIMS 

Mission:  Replace  Roofs  and  Repair  Homes 
Location:  Southern  Mississippi 

We  Need  Volunteers! 
(Youth,  Men,  Women — All  Skill  Levels) 


TEAM  SCHEDULE 
September  2— 10  •  September  9—17 
September  16-24  •  September  23-October  1 

i  1 

We  are  limited  to  32  people  per  week.  Please  fill  out  this  form  and  return  it  as  soon  as  possible.  You 
may  call,  e-mail,  or  mail. 

Name  


Phone 


1st  week  choice 


2nd  week  choice 


Church 


We  need  Team  Leaders  and  Assistants  for  all  scheduled  weeks.  Everyone  will  furnish  their  own 
transportation.  We  will  forward  information  about  location  of  staging  area  upon  request.  If  you 
have  any  questions,  please  call  Mr.  Roy  Wetherington  at  (252)  775-0878. 


MONTHLY  MEETING 

You  are  invited  to  the  Monthly  Prayer  Meeting  and 
Workday  at  our  Disaster  Relief  Center  the  first  Thurs- 
day of  every  month.  It  begins  at  11  a.m.  with  lunch  at 
12  p.m.  Please  RSVP  at  (252)  526-9908  by  the  Tuesday 
before. 


The  Harvest  Connection  is  an  outreach 
ministry  of  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 


P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513 
(252)  526-9908  •  Fax  (252)  526-9918 
assistant@ofwbhomemissions.org 
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SEPTEMBER 


DISASTER 
RELIEF 
MONTH 

for 
Original 
Free  Will  Baptists 


est 


connection 

DISASTER  RELIEF 
MINISTRY 


Sunday,  September  24,  2006 
Good  Samaritan  Sunday 

DON'T  MISS  THE  OPPORTUNITY  on  this 
special  Sunday  to  pray  for  The  Harvest  Connection 
Disaster  Relief  Ministry  and  to  give  a  love  offering 
for  financial  assistance. 
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Part  1 :  Computers 


You've  seen  our  list  of  needs  and  our  support  forms 
in  the  front  of  the  past  several  issues  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  Hopefully,  someone  at  your  church  has  shared 
our  letters  with  you  concerning  our  fundraising 
campaign.  But  maybe  you're  still  wondering,  "Why 
does  the  Press  need  all  this  new  equipment?"  Over  the 
next  few  months  we  will  run  articles  that  will  hopefully 
answer  that  question,  one  piece  of  equipment  at  a  time. 
This  month  we  decided  to  begin  our  series  of 
articles  with  the  most  basic  piece  of  equipment  on  our 
needs  list:  computers. 

The  editorial  department  at  the  Press  consists  of  five 
offices  with  six  people:  Darren  Davenport,  editor;  Jerry 
Goff,  graphic  arts  manager;  Sheila  Benson,  graphic 
designer;  and  Dixie  McLawhorn, 
Marci  Rollins-Smart,  and  Francis 
Wade,  editorial  assistants.  The  com- 
puter is  an  essential  tool  that  helps 
each  member  of  the  editorial  depart- 
ment accomplish  his  or  her  job.  The 
editorial  assistants  use  the  computers 
to  lay  out  sidebar  information  in 
quarterlies,  lay  out  Scripture  selections 
and  memory  verses  for  each  lesson, 
and  make  corrections  to  quarterlies 
layed  out  by  the  graphic  designer. 
When  we  are  pressed  for  time,  the 
editorialassistants  also  assist  the 
graphic  designer  in  laying  out  the 
quarterlies.  The  graphic  designer's 
job  consists  of  working  at  the  computer 
non-stop.  She  types  or  lays  out  quarterly  manuscripts, 
article  submissions  for  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  and 
numerous  other  newsletters,  bulletins,  and  programs 
for  various  denominational  ministries  and  churches. 
The  graphic  arts  manager  uses  the  computer  to  create 
graphics  used  in  publications,  to  create  the  cover  of  each 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  and  all  Sunday  School  quar- 
terlies, and  to  design  all  kinds  of  newsletters,  business 
cards,  bulletins,  tickets,  pew  cards,  envelopes,  posters, 
programs,  invitations,  etc.  used  in  our  churches  and  by 
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our  denominational  ministries.  Finally,  the  editor  uses 
the  computer  to  view  and  make  final  corrections  to  pub- 
lications, lay  out  certain  parts  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
and  to  correspond  with  our  patrons.  In  addition  to  these 
job-specific  tasks,  each  member  of  the  editorial  depart- 
ment uses  the  computers  to  communicate  with  each 
other,  writers  of  articles  and  quarterlies,  and  our 
customers/clients. 

Now  that  you  have  some  sort  of  understanding  of 
how  we  use  our  computers,  let  us  tell  you  about  the 
computers  we  currently  use  and  the  ones  we  hope  to 
one  day  be  able  to  purchase.  Our  five  computers  we 
currently  own  are  as  much  as  15  years  old.  None  of  our 
offices  have  the  same  model  computer  with  the  exact 
same  capabilities  and  programs.  This 
creates  problems  when  trying  to  use 
a  file  created  on  a  different  computer 
— which  is  absolutely  neccessary.  (An 
editorial  assistant  may  start  a  document 
and  then  send  it  to  the  graphic 
designer  for  the  next  layer  of  work  to 
be  done.  The  graphic  designer  then 
sends  it  back  to  the  editorial  assistants 
for  corrections  and  changes,  and  they 
in  turn,  send  it  to  the  editor  for  a 
final  proofing.)  Sometimes  a  person 
using  one  computer  is  unable  to  open 
a  document  created  on  another  com- 
puter. Furthermore,  because  we  are 
working  with  such  out-dated  com- 
puters, they  often  "lock-up"  or 
"freeze"  on  us  while  we  are  working  on  documents,  thus 
causing  changes  made  to  the  documents  or  entire  docu- 
ments to  be  lost.  Finally,  the  computers  are  often  very 
slow,  which  means  it  takes  more  time  than  it  should  to 
do  each  task.  Each  of  these  "problems"  results  in  a  loss 
of  time  when  trying  to  meet  publication  deadlines. 

The  new  computers  we  hope  to  one  day  have  will 
enable  each  of  us  to  have  the  same  model  of  computers 
in  our  offices  with  the  same  capabilities  and  software. 
In  addition  to  having  the  exact  same  software  packages, 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    12    September  2006 


we  will  have  the  latest  graphics  and  publishing  software 
available.  (We  currently  use  PageMaker^  which  will  no 
longer  be  updated  or  made.  InDesign  -  is  the  latest  graphics 
and  publishing  software  on  the  market  and  is  compat- 
ible with  other  graphic  and  publishing  software  we 
need  to  use.)  The  new  software  packages  will  also  make 
it  easier  to  convert  PC  programs  to  Mac  programs.  All 
of  our  quarterly  writers  and  most  people  submitting 
articles  or  ads  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  work  with  PCs. 
We  use  Macs,  as  do  all  other  major  design  and  publishing 
companies.  It  is  essential  that  we  are  able  to  convert 
submitted  documents  to  our  Mac  programs. 

Compared  to  the  15-17  inch  computer  screens  we 
now  work  with,  the  new  computers  will  come  with  30 
inch  screens  which  will  enable  us  to  view  two  full  pages 
at  200%,  versus  the  less  than  full  page  we  are  currently 
able  to  view  at  100%.  This,  too,  will  save  us  time  in  the 
entire  process  because  there  will  be  less  clicking  back 
and  forth  between  pages.  In  addition  to  a  much  larger 
screen,  the  new  computers  will  have  these  basics:  3  GHz 
Intel  Xeon  processors,  16  GB  RAM,  500  GB  hard  drive, 
and  2 16x  Super  Drives.  We  will  also  have  Fire  Wire,  USB, 
and  other  hubs  which  will  allow  each  of  us  to  plug 
printers,  scanners,  camcorders,  or  digital  cameras  into 
our  computers. 


In  addition  to  all  of  these  upgrades,  we  will  have  a 
network  server  which  will  permit  us  to  access  files  on 
computers  in  other  offices  without  having  to  send  the 
files  via  e-mail  or  Zip  disks.  Also,  it  will  be  possible  for 
all  computers  to  print  on  one  printer  instead  of  having 
individual  printers  in  each  office.  The  server  will  allow 
each  individual's  computer  to  maintain  more  hard 
drive  space  since  large  files  will  be  stored  on  the  server. 
More  hard  drive  space  will  create  faster  and  more 
efficient  computers. 

All  of  these  improvements  result  in  our  capability  to 
produce  more  professional  publications  complete  with 
greater  designs  and  artwork,  and  in  less  time  than  we 
are  able  to  do  so  now.  With  the  time  that  will  be  saved 
(not  to  mention  the  headaches  that  will  be  eliminated ), 
we  will  be  able  to  do  more  and  more  to  serve  you — the 
people  of  our  denomination! 

We  hope  you,  your  auxiliary,  your  Layman's  League, 
and  your  church  will  take  all  of  these  needed  improve- 
ments into  consideration  when  discussing  how  much  you 
can  contribute  to  our  fundraising  campaign.  We  greatly 
appreciate  the  $9,269  we  have  received  from  36  churches, 
church  groups,  and  individuals,  but  that  is  still  $115,731 
away  from  our  goal!  Won't  you  join  the  others  and  support 
The  Press  to  $125,000,  so  we  can  better  serve  YOU? 


Clip  and  mail  with  contribution  to: 
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Zip  Code 


Contact  Name 
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Our  Support  Level  Is: 

O  $100-249    Publisher's  Club  D  $1,000-2,499  Editor's  League 

O  $250-499   Proofreader's  Club  O  $2,500-4,999  Writer's  Guild 

O  $500-999   Designer's  Club  O  $5,000+  Foundation  Builder 


O  Our  Total  Gift  of  S\ 
O  Our  Total  Gift  of  $. 
Payments  of  $  


 is  enclosed. 

 will  be  made  over  a  2  year  period. 

will  be  made:  O  Monthly    O  Quarterly    O  Semiannually    O  Annually 


Please  Note:  Churches  may  give  freely.  However,  for  tax  deduction  purposes,  individuals  should  give  through 

their  church.  In  order  to  do  this,  a  church  must  set  up  a  fund  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  give  through  that  fund. 
 _  ; 
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THE  LORD  PROVIDES 

by  Tezdjan  N.  Murtazova 

"The  Lord  always  provides  through  His  children  and  He  does  it  in  His  time."  These 
true  words  we  have  heard  and  read  many  times.  It  is  a  great  joy  to  write  to  all  our  OFWB 
brothers  and  sisters  that  we  have  received  the  "land"  where  we  can  build.  For  more 
than  12  years  we  have  tried  to  find  a  suitable  place  where  we  can  build  a  center  that  will 
be  used  daily  to  serve  our  various  ministries  in  Balchik. 

Keeping  all  kinds  of  matters  under  control  is  part  of  our  human  nature.  Who  likes  to 
depend  on  others?  Control  gives  us  security  in  our  uncertain  world.  We  have  been  search- 
ing, negotiating,  and  using  all  our  human  efforts  to  purchase  land  for  building  a  Chris- 
tian center  in  the  midst  of  a  Muslim  community.  Sometimes  we  were  excited,  other 
times  defeated  and  worried.  Recently,  we  were  at  the  edge  losing  courage  and  hope 
wondering  if  we  would  able  to  buy  a  piece  of  land  where  we  can  build  a  center  for 
service  to  God  and  His  people. 

We  stopped  worrying,  yet  continued  praying.  I  regained  hope,  remembering  the  words 
of  a  good  friend  who  told  me.  "Just  before  dawn  rules  the  deepest  darkness." 

Divine  brightness  came  over  us  at  the  moment  that  God's  time  was  here.  He  proved  His  presence,  His  love, 
and  His  care  by  giving  us  the  possibility  to  buy  the  land.  Now,  we  pray  for  God's  wisdom  and  His  divine  leading 
to  build  in  the  name  of  our  church,  which  was  not  possible  in  Varna,  because  the  authorities  would  never  have 
approved  the  building.  We  trust  that  the  Lord  will  be  at  our  side  and  shall  move  hearts  to  support  the  building 
plan  of  our  young,  registered  church.  He,  who  is  faithful,  will  move  hearts  of  people  to  remain  at  our  side  until 
we  see  the  center  with  our  own  eyes.  We  believe  that  on  the  land  will  appear  a  building  which  will  last  longer 
than  we  will.  It  will  be  a  visible  token  of  our  beloved  OFWB  denomination  in  the  midst  of  a  community  that 
consists  mainly  of  people  who  are  Muslims;  a  Christian  center  in  an  area  that  once  was  the  bulwark  of  commu- 
nism. Many  more  will  be  drawn  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  gives  them  peace  through  His  Spirit  and  saves 
them  from  everlasting  death. 

Yet,  we  don't  seek  for  our  own  glory,  but  for  the  glory  of  our  God  and  Father.  In  the  name  of  our  everlasting 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  pray  that  many  will  join  us  in  the  challenge  which  has  been  laid  before  us — the  task  to  build 
a  special  service  center  among  people  who  are  not  born  again  and  have  not  been  raised  in  Christian  families. 


ATTENTION!!! 

SPECIAL  NOTICE  TO  ALL  STT  MEMBERS  2007 

If  you  are  planning  to  go  on  a  Short-Term  Team  to  Mexico  in  2007,  you  MUST 
have  a  passport.  You  need  to  apply  for  one  this  year.  A  new  law  that  requires  a 
passport  goes  into  affect  in  December  2006.  DO  NOT  PROCRASTINATE  ABOUT 
THIS.  I  am  sure  there  will  be  a  flood  of  passport  applications  next  year  and  this 
will  slow  the  issuing  process. 
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WESTERN  DISTRICT  YOUTH  MET  AT  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


Everyone  enjoyed  the  pizza  party.  L-R:  Judy  Lane  and  Scott  Lane 

On  July  15,  approximately  30  people,  from  six  different  churches  came  to  the 
Children's  Home  for  a  pizza  party.  Among  those  present  were  co-directors  for  the  George  Mitchell 

Western  District — Scott  Lane  and  Judy  Lane  and  Western  District  youth  president — 

George  Mitchell.  After  fellowship  time,  it  was  amazing  to  watch  20  large  pizzas  disappear.  Trust  me,  there  was  no 
magic  involved — just  several  big  appetites.  After  the  meal,  poems  were  read  and  a  skit  was  presented.  Those  who 
had  not  visited  the  Home  took  a  cottage  tour,  while  others  played  games  in  Whitley  Center.  We  enjoyed  the  visit  and 
look  forward  to  the  next  time. 


SOMETHING  IS  HATCHING 


As  I  mentioned  before,  this  summer's  recreation  pro- 
gram was  coordinated  with  the  Nash  County  4-H.  One 
of  the  topics  during  the  past  weeks  was  embryology.  On 
July  18,  each  cottage  was  given  an  incubator  and  20  eggs. 
The  eggs  had  to  be  turned  from  end  to  end  three  times 
each  day.  The  children  each  took  turns  turning  the  eggs 
every  day  for  18  days.  On  July  31,  the  excitement  mounted 
as  little  cracks  started  showing  in  the  eggs.  Little  by  little 
the  cracks  became  larger  and  the  little  chick  could  be  seen 
inside.  Rodgers  Cottage  had  14  chicks  to  hatch.  They 
moved  the  chicks  from  the  incubator  into  a  box,  complete 
with  shredded  paper,  food,  and  water.  The  chicks  will  re- 
main at  the  cottage  for  three  weeks,  after  which  they  will 
be  taken  to  a  local  farm  to  mature. 

This  was  a  learning  experience  that  won't  soon  be  for- 
gotten by  those  who  participated.  Along  with  a  lesson  in 
daily  responsibility,  came  a  lesson  of  compassion  and  caring. 


NEEDS  LIST 


4-Drawer  Filing  Cabinets  (fireproof) 
Extreme  Teen  Bibles  (soft  cover) 
Summer  Trip  Sponsor  ($3000) 
Tennis  Court  Net  (regulation  size) 
Personal  Hygiene  products  for  boys  and  girls 
Vacuum  Cleaners 
Dishwasher  detergent 
Twin  size  comforters 
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TAKE  ME  OUT  TO  THE  BALL  GAME 


Spring  Branch  Layman's  League 


Paper  Drive  at  Carolina  Mudcats  Game 


On  Friday  night,  July  21,  the 
residents  and  staff  of  the 
Children's  Home  were  treated 
to  an  evening  at  the  ball 
game.  The  Carolina  Mudcats 
played  a  winning  game,  and 
there  was  a  great  fireworks  dis- 
play after  the  game.  We  were 
not  the  only  ones  at  the  game. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  game 
attendees,  over  500  tickets  were 
sold,  representing  19  churches 
that  participated  in  the  paper 
products /cleaning  supplies  Canaan  House  residents  attended  Carolina  Mudcats  game. 

drive.  This  evening  represented  more  than  just  a  ballgame;  it  was  a  special  event  for  the  home.  This  was  the  culmina- 
tion of  the  efforts  of  many  church  friends  and  others  collecting  much  needed  cleaning  supplies  and  paper  products  for 
the  home.  We  can  honestly  say  that  the  Spring  Branch  Layman's  League  did  it  again!  They  organized  and  collected 
five  truck/van  loads  of  supplies.  These  supplies  are  a  definite  blessing  for  the  home.  Some  of  the  items  we  received 
were:  a  six  month's  supply  of  paper  towels,  numerous  cleaning  supplies,  a  year's  supply  of  toilet  tissue,  various  bed 
linens  and  pillows,  and  over  1200  pounds  of  laundry  detergent. 

The  staff  and  children  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  extend  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  Spring  Branch  Layman's 
League  and  church  for  organizing  the  event  along  with  the  churches  and  individuals  who  contributed  to  make  it 
successful.  We  count  it  a  Grand  Slam! 


tfavyy  Labor  T>a\j 
from  the 
ChiUrerCs  'Home 
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DISCOVERING  GOD'S  LOVE 
THROUGH  VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

On  Monday  morning,  July  10,  a  group  of  25  people  from  11 
churches  and  three  ministries  left  the  Harvest  Connection 
Disaster  Building  on  Marlboro  Church's  bus  to  go  to  Sandersville, 
Mississippi.  We  thought  we  were  "hot"  in  North  Carolina,  but 
we  soon  found  out  what  "hot"  really  meant  when  we  arrived  at 
our  destination.  When  we  arrived  we  were  joined  by  five  other 
people  from  three  other  churches.  As  we  arrived  on  Tuesday  af- 
ternoon around  2  p.m.,  we  began  unpacking  our  gear  and  set- 
tling into  our  living  quarters  for  the  week.  The  bunk  trailers  that 
have  been  provided  by  our  Christian  brothers  and  sisters  are 
wonderful.  We  slept  in  comfort  and  bonded  as  a  family  unit. 
The  food  committee  did  a  wonderful  job  of  preparing  our  meals. 

After  we  unpacked  our  living  gear,  we  moved  over  to  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  and  began  the  process  of  transform- 
ing the  church  into  SonTreasure  Island.  We  had  room  for  all  the 
workers  and  children  from  the  ages  of  2-17.  The  adult  classes 
met  in  the  Community  Center  where  the  Harvest  Connection 
Compound  is  located.  The  home  church  folks  were  amazed  at 
the  transformation.  Storage  rooms  were  turned  into  classrooms 
and  tiny  locations  were  turned  into  learning  stations.  The  sched- 
ule ran  from  2-9:30  p.m.  These  long  hours  allowed  us  to  really  get 
to  know  the  children.  As  we  ate  together,  we  talked,  laughed, 
and  sometimes  cried  because  of  the  stories  we  heard  about  the 
"storm"  as  it  was  remembered  by  the  little  ones.  Many  were 
still  afraid  when  they  heard  the  train  come  through  at  night  be- 
cause of  the  sound.  On  Friday  night,  the  parents  were  invited  to 
a  hot  dog  supper  with  the  trimmings  before  we  had  commence- 
ment. The  walls  of  the  church  were  groaning  because  it  was  so 
full.  There  was  joy  and  laughter  on  the  faces  of  everyone.  The 
children  received  many  gifts  during  the  week  which  included 
Bibles  donated  by  Daly's  Chapel  Church  at  LiddelL  Wintergreen 
Church  of  Cove  City  provided  going  away  gifts  of  individual 
cups  filled  to  the  brim  with  all  kinds  of  "goodies." 

The  children  and  adults  were  representative  of  seven  churches 
in  Sandersville.  Adults  from  some  of  the  churches  came  at  differ- 


Pictured  here  are:  Mary  Dudley,  Nancy  Cale,  David  C, 
Hansley,  Jenny  Lewis,  May  Pittman,  Jason  Mitchell,  Stearic 
Pittman,  Jackie  Ellis,  Ronnie  Taylor,  Carlissa  Taylor,  Wanda 
Taylor,  Gladys  Taylor,  Jessi  Kennedy,  Olivia  Ellis,  William 
Tripp,  Shirley  Jones,  Jane  Tripp,  Janie  Price,  Tommy  Benson, 
Cathy  Grumpier,  Shirley  Benson,  Maurice  Hill,  Lori  Poplin, 
and  Rebecca  Hill 


The  members  of  the  Food  Committee  consisted  of  Jan 
Whitley,  Winston  Everett,  Lila  Everett,  Sylvia  Hansley, 
David  C.  Hansley,  Bill  Cook  and  Nancy  Cook 


ent  times  during  the  week  to  assist  with  crafts,  food  and  just  to 

be  with  us.  It  was  truly  an  uplifting  experience.  Children  came  from  off  the  streets  to  see  what  was  going  on  and  asked 
if  they  could  come.  The  smiles  on  the  faces  of  the  children  brought  joy  to  our  hearts.  When  we  left,  we  felt  we  were 
carrying  the  love  of  God  to  the  children  and  adults  of  Sandersville.  We  did  just  that,  but  in  return  they  blessed  our 
hearts  in  ways  we  cannot  explain.  Our  lives  were  changed  because  of  the  experience.  Each  of  us  are  ready  to  return 
again  and  help  in  whatever  way  we  can. 

If  you  get  an  opportunity  to  serve  on  a  short-term  mission  trip,  whether  it  is  for  home  or  foreign  missions,  whether 
it  is  a  work  team,  an  entertainment  team,  or  a  teaching  team,  please  consider  it.  We  know  everyone  cannot  go,  but  if 
that  is  your  case,  we  ask  that  you  consider  supporting  the  efforts  of  those  who  can  give  of  their  time  and  energy  to 
serve. 

The  Sunday  School  Ministry  wishes  to  thank  all  those  who  contributed  to  this  worthwhile  missionary  endeavor.  If 
you  would  like  for  your  church  group  to  hear  of  the  trip,  contact  Mary  Dudley  in  the  Sunday  School  office  at  the 
Headquarters.  The  phone  number  is  (252)  746-4963.  The  e-mail  address  is  <director@ofwbsundayschool.org>. 
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(RACMOI1T  flSStMBLY 


1233  North  Fork  Road  •  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711  •  (828)  669-7677 


SUMMER  CAMPING  COMES  TO  A  CLOSE 


It  was  another  great  year  of  summer  camping  at  Cragmont  this  year.  Three  of  our  camping  weeks  saw  their  largest 
numbers  ever,  and  the  addition  of  the  Pee  Dee  Youth  Conference  in  August  now  gives  us  seven  weeks  of  summer 
opportunities  for  young  people.  Souls  were  saved,  young  lives  were  changed,  and  hundreds  of  young  people  grew 
closer  to  the  Lord  through  their  camping  experience.  A  huge  "thank  you"  is  due  to  the  camp  directors  and  their  many 
staff  volunteers  who  gave  so  willingly  of  their  time  and  worked  so  very  hard  to  make  each  week  a  great  camping 
experience  for  our  youth. 


WEEKEND  RETREATS 
UNDERWAY 

Summer  camping  is  hardly  behind  us  and  yet  the  week- 
end retreats  have  begun.  The  addition  of  our  new  lodge 
has  created  something  rare — some  fall  openings  for  2006! 
Yes,  there  are  still  some  weekends  available  this  fall  and 
winter  in  the  new  lodge.  Call  toll  free  1  (877)  669-7677  to 
reserve  one  of  these  prime  time  mountain  weekends. 
They  will  go  quickly — act  soon! 


CRAGMONT 
IN  YOUR  CHURCH 

Bryant  still  has  some  openings  on  Sundays  this  fall.  It 
would  be  our  privilege  to  bring  the  ministry  of  Cragmont 
with  all  its  happenings  and  updates  to  your  church  or 
organization.  Bryant  can  be  reached  at  (252)  633-2683  or 
(252)  670-8424  (cell)  and  would  be  happy  to  schedule  a 
visit  to  your  church. 
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IIoumt  Olive  Collcce 


634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  (919)  658-2502  •  (800)  653-0854 


BRIDGE  BUILDERS  APPRECIATION  DINNER 

Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
Mount  Olive  College 
Saturday,  September  23,  2006  at  6  p.m. 


Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir 

The  annual  Bridge  Builders  Appreciation  Dinner  is  provided  by  the  College  to  express  gratitude  to  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists for  their  support  at  the  annual  dinners.  To  help  Free  Will  Baptists  understand  the  ministry  of  the  College  and  the 
educational  service  it  provides  for  its  students,  the  Concert  Choir  and  Free  Spirit,  a  vocal  ensemble,  will  provide  a 
program  of  sacred  selections.  Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong,  Chair  or  the  Music  Department,  the  Concert 
Choir  and  Free  Spirit  minister  to  churches  in  the  region  as  part  of  their  music  ministry. 

This  event  honors  the  Bridge  Builders  from  the  2005  dinners;  however,  all  friends  of  the  College  are  invited.  Bridge 
Builders  are  those  who  made  unrestricted  gifts  of  $100  or  more  at  their  county  dinners.  They  have  made  an  outstand- 
ing contribution  to  the  advancement  of  Mount  Olive  College. 


Reply  Form 

(Please  return  by  Tuesday,  September  19,  2006) 

 Yes,  I  plan  to  attend  the  Bridge  Builders  Appreciation  Dinner,  Saturday,  September  23,  2006. 

There  will  be  in  my  party  attending. 


Name: 


Address: 


Phone  Number:  (  )_ 

Church:  


Please  mail  to: 

Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss 
Mount  Olive  College 
634  Henderson  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
(919)  658-7744  or  (800)  653-0854 
<jfackiss@moc.edu> 


All  friends  of  Mount  Olive  College  are  invited. 
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MOC  TO  OFFER  CRIMINAL  JUSTICE  MAJOR  AT  SJAFB 


An  academic  major  in  Criminal  Justice  has  been  added 
to  the  list  of  programs  offered  by  Mount  Olive  College  at 
Goldsboro  on  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base.  The  bach- 
elor of  science  degree  curriculum  is  designed  to  help  stu- 
dents meet  twenty-first  century  career  opportunities 
through  options  in  the  areas  of  criminology,  forensics,  and 
homeland  security.  The  program  will  also  provide  a  com- 
mon core  of  courses  as  recommended  by  the  Academy  of 
Criminal  Justice  Science. 

Courses  in  the  homeland  security  concentration  include 
criminalistics,  crime  scene  investigation,  crime  scene  pro- 
cessing, terrorism  and  homeland  security,  terrorism  and 
the  law,  comparative  criminal  justice  systems,  domestic 
terrorism,  and  international  terrorism.  The  first  courses 
will  be  offered  this  fall  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  eve- 
nings. 


The  Mount  Olive  College  educational  program  at 
Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  operates  on  an  eight- 
week  schedule  with  new  courses  beginning  in  August, 
October,  January,  March,  and  May.  Fall  II  Term  runs  from 
October  16-December  9.  For  more  information  about  any 
Mount  Olive  course  offerings  at  the  Goldsboro  location 
call  (919)  734-8585. 

Mount  Olive  College  has  been  providing  educational 
services  at  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  for  more  than 
twenty  years  to  military  personnel  and  interested  civil- 
ians. In  addition  to  criminal  justice,  academic  majors  in 
the  areas  of  accounting,  business  management,  computer 
information  systems,  history,  human  resource  manage- 
ment, and  psychology  are  available  at  the  Goldsboro  lo- 
cation. 


GEARING  UP  FOR  NEW  ACADEMIC  YEAR 


The  faculty  and  staff  at  Mount  Olive  College  made  final 
preparations  for  incoming  freshmen  and  returning 
students  during  the  month  of  August.  Students  began 
arriving  on  August  20,  and  traditional  classes  began  in 
Mount  Olive  on  August  23. 

As  Eastern  North  Carolina's  second  fastest  growing  pri- 
vate college,  Mount  Olive  College  is  expecting  another 
outstanding  year.  Overall  enrollment  for  the  College's  six 
locations  in  Mount  Olive,  Goldsboro,  New  Bern, 
Wilmington,  Washington  and  the 
Research  Triangle  Park  is  ex- 
pected to  reach  over  2,700  by  the 
end  of  the  fall  semester.  College 
officials  credit  the  steadily  in- 
creasing enrollment  to  several  fac- 
tors. 

"Mount  Olive  College  has  been 
creative  in  molding  programs 
providing  innovative  curriculum 
development,  alternative  modes 

of  delivery,  multiple  locations,  flexible  scheduling,  and 
competitive  pricing,"  stated  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president. 
"The  College  has  and  will  continue  to  be  a  transforming 
influence  in  effective  educational  practice." 

Other  advantages  of  Mount  Olive  College  are  its  small 
campus  atmosphere,  the  personal  attention  students  re- 
ceive from  the  College's  faculty  and  staff,  and  the  avail- 
ability for  students  to  compete  in  14  NCAA  II  athletics 
teams. 

"I  honestly  hadn't  considered  Mount  Olive  College.  I 
had  applied  and  been  accepted  at  larger  universities,  but 
when  I  came  to  visit,  I  knew  they  wanted  me  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  They  were  excited  about  ME  coming  to 
MOC,"  said  Luis  Miranda,  Class  of  2008. 


"I  honestly  hadn't  considered  Mount 
Olive  College.  I  had  applied  and  been 
accepted  at  larger  universities,  but  when 
I  came  to  visit,  I  knew  they  wanted  me 
at  Mount  Olive  College.  They  were  ex- 
cited about  ME  coming  to  MOC/'  said 
Luis  Miranda,  Class  of  2008. 


Included  in  Mount  Olive  College's  fall  enrollment  num- 
bers will  be  a  great  deal  of  nontraditional  students,  typi- 
cally working  adults  returning  to  college  to  obtain  their 
degrees.  Enrollment  in  these  programs  occurs  every 
month  of  the  year  except  December  and  July. 

The  non-traditional  programs  at  Mount  Olive  College 
are  an  innovative  approach  to  education  that  gives  work- 
ing adults  the  opportunity  to  complete  their  degrees  while 
continuing  their  employment.  Students  enter  as  a  class, 

meet  four  hours  once  a  week  for 
a  specified  number  of  weeks, 
and  complete  a  sequence  of 
courses  toward  a  bachelor's  de- 
gree in  Criminal  Justice  Admin- 
istration, Management  and  Or- 
ganizational Development,  Re- 
ligion, Early  Childhood  Educa- 
tion, Management  of  Informa- 
tion Systems,  and  the  newest 
program,  Health  Care  Manage- 
ment. Courses  are  discussion-oriented,  emphasizing  criti- 
cal thinking  and  research  papers. 

For  students  with  little  or  no  college  experience,  Mount 
Olive  College  has  designed  the  Heritage  Plus  program 
which  provides  students  with  the  courses  needed  for  an 
associate's  degree. 

"Mount  Olive  College  offers  me  a  great  opportunity  to 
earn  a  degree  and  satisfy  a  lifetime  goal,  while  at  the  same 
time  offering  a  flexible  schedule  that  fits  my  busy 
lifestyle,"  stated  Cordelia  Wilcox,  a  student  in  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Heritage  Plus  program. 

For  more  information  about  Mount  Olive  College  call 
(800)  NEW-GOAL  (800-639-4625)  or  visit  the  website  at 
<www.moc.edu>. 
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COMING  EVENTS 

New  Bern  Area  Alumni  Meeting  •  Monday, 
September  11  •  Mount  Olive  College  at  New  Bern 

Alumni  are  invited  to  network  with  present  students 
over  light  refreshments  from  5-6  p.m.  at  Mount  Olive 
College  at  New  Bern.  If  you  would  like  to  attend  or 
asist  with  the  planning  of  this  event,  please  call  (919) 
658-7761. 

D.  J.  Coles  &  Scott  Bircher  in  Concert 
September  13-14  •  Rodgers  Chapel 

MOC  Alumni  are  invited  to  a  contemporary  Gospel 
Music  Concert  on  September  13  at  7:30  p.m.,  featur- 
ing D.  J.  Coles.  Join  us  the  next  evening  at  7:30  p.m. 
with  Scott  Bircher  from  the  Class  of  1996.  These  con- 
certs are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  more  infor- 
mation, contact  Julie  Beck  at  (919)  658-2502  or  (800) 
653-0854  ext.  1481. 

The  Lion  King  in  Raleigh 
Sunday,  September  17  •  6:30  p.m. 

Alumni  are  invited  to  attend  Disney's  The  Lion  King 
at  Raleigh's  Memorial  Auditorium  at  Progress  En- 
ergy Center.  Marvel  at  the  breathtaking  spectacle  of 
animals  miraculously  brought  to  life  "in  a  blaze  of 
fabulous  imagination"  by  a  cast  of  over  40  actors. 
Wonder  at  the  inspiration  of  award-winnig  director/ 
designer  Julie  Taymor,  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
films  in  history  is  stunningly  recreated  live  on  stage. 
Tickets  are  limited  and  prices  range  from  $21.50- 
$41.50.  For  more  information,  contact  Alumni  Rela- 
tions at  (919)  658-7761. 

Wilmington  Area  Alumni 

President  Student  Appreciation  Night 

Thursday,  September  21. 

Alumni  are  invited  to  network  with  present  students 
over  light  refreshments  from  5-6  p.m.  at  Mount  Olive 
College  at  Wilmington.  If  you  would  like  to  attend 
or  assist  with  the  planning  of  this  event,  please  con- 
tact Dianne  Riley  at  <driley@moc.edu>  or  (919)  658- 
7761. 

Research  Triangle  Park  Area  Alumni 
Cohort  Connection  •  Saturday,  September  30 

Alumni  and  your  families,  please  join  us  for  a  time 
of  fun  for  all  ages.  There  will  be  games,  music,  prizes, 
food,  and  much  more!  There  will  also  be  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  newest  and  soon  to  be  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege graduates.  The  celebration  begins  at  2  p.m.  and 
concludes  with  a  picnic  at  5  p.m.  To  make  reserva- 
tions or  for  more  information,  contact  Dianne  Riley 
at  (919)  568-7761  or  <driley@moc.edu>. 


GUIDELINES  FOR 
SUBMITTING  ARTICLES 

1.  In  order  to  be  fair  to  our  entire  audience,  we  must  restrict 
what  we  accept  to  what  would  be  seen  as  important  or  of 
interest  to  people  throughout  the  denomination,  and  not  just 
in  one  church  or  small  area.  Ex:  a  minister's  retirement, 
groundbreaking,  feature  on  church  member. 

2.  Turn  in  articles  on  the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to 
publication.  If  the  5th  falls  on  a  weekend,  turn  it  in  the  Friday 
before  the  5th. 

3.  All  articles  should  be  typed  and  double-spaced  in 
Microsoft  Word  if  submitting  electronically. 

4.  Only  photographs  that  are  close  to  the  subject  matter  and 
are  in  focus  reproduce  well.  It  is  also  important  to  describe 
what  is  taking  place  in  the  photograph.  All  photographs  should 
be  accompanied  by  an  article.  Pictures  are  not  returned  unless 
there  is  an  appropriate  self-addressed  stamped  envelope 
included. 

5.  Digital  photographs  should  be  submitted  as  separate 
attachments  in  jpeg  format  and  not  within  the  body  of  the 
article. 

6.  You  may  submit  items  in  any  of  the  following  ways: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn.:  Editor 

•  Hand  deliver,  or  mail  to:  Editor,  Free  Will  Baptist  Press, 
P.O.  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 

7.  See  also  our  ad  rates  and  guidelines  on  back  page. 


CHRISTIAN  WRITING: 
Samantha  Leigh  Brickhouse,  Age  13 
Sound  Side  Church  YFA 

WHEN  I  DIE 

When  I  die,  don't  cry  for  me  down  here 
I'm  gorna  ride  a  shooting  star 
Make  a  wish  on  my  way  down 
I'm  gonna  walk  along  the  golden  streets 
With  Jesus  hand  in  hand 
When  they  put  me  in  the  grave 
I'll  be  more  alive  than  I  ever  was. 
So  when  I  die,  don't  cry  for  me  down  here. 

I  was  standing  in  line  on  Judgement  Day 
When  Jesus  called  my  name,  He  said, 
"The  grandma  you  never  got  to  meet 
Is  on  the  other  side  of  that  gate 
And  your  two  grandpas  are  waiting  for  you." 
I  walked  inside  and  saw  their  faces 
You  could  hardly  tell  it  was  them. 
To  me  it  was  like  a  family  reunion  again. 
So  when  I  die,  don't  cry  for  me  down  here. 

When  it  rains,  remember  how  1  miss  you 
When  it  thunders,  remember  how  on  Christmas  morn 
Santa  got  me  that  bike  with  a  horn. 
When  there's  a  tornado,  remember  what  my  room 
Looked  like  before  I  cleaned  it. 
So  when  I  die,  don't  cry  for  me  down  here. 

Remember  when  I  die,  at  night  I'll  hold  your  hand. 
When  I  die,  I  won't  really  be  dead. 
So  when  I  die,  don't  cry  for  me  down  here. 
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OCTOBER  2006  SINGIN'  BY  THE  RIVER 

Hope  you  have  marked  your  calendar  for  the  third  weekend  in  October.  The  dates  for  this 
year's  "Singin'  By  the  River"  are  October  20-21.  Hopefully,  the  weather  will  not  be  as  hot 
and  humid  during  this  time  of  the  year.  A  great  time  in  the  Lord  is  expected  with  the  talented 
groups  that  are  bringing  their  message  in  testimony  and  song.  This  year  we  will  have  three 
groups  on  Friday  evening  from  7-9  p.m.:  "Heavenly  Sunrise,"  "Men  of  Faith,"  and  "Moving 
Up."  Saturday  will  bring  four  different  groups  in  the  way  of  "New  River  Gospel,"  "Liberty 
Boys,"  "Four  in  Christ,"  and  "Second  Edition."  Saturday's  schedule  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  and 
continue  until  3  p.m. 

Food  and  snacks  will  be  available  throughout  both  days  with  a  fried  fish  lunch  being  of- 
fered at  noon  on  Saturday.  Yard  sale,  bake  sale,  and  camp  promotional  items  will  be  available  during  the  weekend  with 
an  added  bonus  beginning  this  year  with  individuals  and  church  groups  being  able  to  set  up  a  booth  offering  items  to 
purchase.  If  any  individual  or  church  group  is  interested  in  setting  up  a  booth,  please  contact  the  Rev.  Ashley  Summerlin 
at  (919)  778-4744  for  additional  details.  If  anyone  would  like  to  stay  on  campus  during  the  "Singin'  By  The  River," 
please  contact  our  camp  manager,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor  for  details  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3122.  If  anyone 
would  like  to  place  an  ad  in  the  "Singin'  By  The  River"  program  book,  please  contact  one  of  the  following  board  of 
directors  on  the  events /publicity  committee:  The  Rev.  Owen  Arthur  (252)  633-11850,  Mrs.  Faye  Bryant  (910)  642-8209, 
Mrs.  Susan  Davis  (252)  223-5772,  Mrs.  Audrey  (Stumpy)  Quinn  (252)  638-6406  or  the  Rev.  Ashley  Summerlin 
(919)  778-4744. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  Camp  Manager,  and  supporters  of  Camp  Vandemere  are  looking  forward  to  the  continued 
support  during  this  event  that  has  helped  the  camp  to  purchase  many  items  needed  to  carry  on  the  ministry  of  reach- 
ing souls  through  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 


NOVEMBER  2006  CAMP  FISHING  TOURNAMENT 


The 


date  for  the  annual  fishing  tournament  this  year  will  be  Saturday,  November  18,  2006. 
Tournament  guidelines  are  as  follows: 
^•"^^    $30  per  person,  regardless  of  how  many  are  on  each  boat 
»       Prizes  for  the  biggest  fish  and  most  fish  caught  by  one  person 
Start  time — 6  a.m.,  report  back  to  camp  at  3  p.m. 
Meal  at  3:30  p.m. 
Lodging  Friday  evening — $10 
Breakfast  Saturday  morning — $6  / 
Please  contact  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  camp  manager, 
for  entry  and  registration  information  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222. 


WEEKEND  RETREAT 

If  any  individual  or  group  would  like  to  visit,  utilize,  or  stay  at  the  camp  for  a  weekend  retreat,  meeting,  or 
special  occasion,  please  contact  our  camp  manager,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Taylor,  at  (252)  745-3171  or  (252)  514-3222. 


Trom  the  (Board of Camp  Vandemere 
and  t  fie  Camp  (Manager, 
Q-fave  a  Safe  Labor  (Day! 
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Historical  Data  Of  Goldsboro  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


(The  information  in  this  article  is  derived  from  articles  found  on  pp.  4—5  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  February  4,  1947, 
Vol.  63-No.  5;  p.  6,  Wednesday,  April  8,  1953,  Vol.  68-No.  14;  p.  14,  Wednesday,  November  17,  1954, 
Vol.  69-No.  45;  and  the  front  cover  of  Wednesday,  March  7,  1956,  Vol.  71-No.  10) 

by  the  Reverend  Thomas  E.  Beaman 


First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro  was  orga- 
nized about  the  year  of  1910  by  the  late  Rev.  Frank  Casey, 
who  became  the  first  pastor.  The  charter  members  were 
few,  though  the  exact  number  is  not  definitely  known. 

The  first  meetings  were  held  in  a  section  of  Goldsboro, 
now  known  as  "Georgetown,"  evidently  in  the  home  of 
one  of  the  members.  In  these  early  meetings,  plans  were 
made  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  church  edifice  in  which 
to  meet  and  worship.  The  Rev.  Jake  Hill  donated  to  the 
church  a  lot  on  the  corner  of  Simmons  and  Lionel  Streets. 
Lumber  was  donated  by  others,  as  well  as  money  and  la- 
bor. The  Rev.  Frank  Casey  worked  on  the  building  at  night 
by  the  light  of  a  lantern.  The  work  of  constructing  the  build- 
ing moved  steadily  onward,  though  slowly  until  it  was  fi- 
nally finished  and  dedicated. 

In  1922,  the  need  of  a  parsonage  was  presented  to  the 
church  and  the  church  wishing  to  make  progress  and  meet 
the  need  decided  to  purchase  the  lot  adjoining  the  church 
lot.  Without  one  dollar  in  the  treasury  with 
which  to  make  the  payment,  they  voted 
to  purchase  the  lot.  The  pastor  of  the 
church  at  that  time  requested  them  to  act 
on  faith  and  make  it  an  object  of  prayer 
which  they  did,  and  the  money  began  to 
come  in.  The  late  Halsey  Malpass  offered 
to  lend  the  church  whatever  amount  they 
needed  to  finance  the  balance,  after  the 
gifts  were  all  in.  The  church  accepted  the  of 


olden. 
~QLdie.b 


and  the  task  was  completed  two  years  later.  The  Rev.  G.  C. 
Joyner  was  pastor  when  the  work  was  started,  but  it  was 
finished  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Davidson,  and 
Mr.  John  Mitchell,  a  contractor,  and  member  of  the  church, 
gave  of  his  time  in  supervising  the  brick  veneering. 

Under  the  pastorate  and  leadership  of  the  Rev.  W.  K.  Jor- 
dan, n£w  pews  and  windows  were  installed  in  the  church, 
and  the  interior  of  the  building  was  painted,  and  celotex 
installed  overhead.  A  parsonage,  located  at  713  Simmons 
Street  was  purchased.  It  was  deemed  wise  to  purchase  a 
building  already  constructed,  and  use  the  old  lot  intended 
for  a  parsonage  for  us  in  building  an  educational  building 
at  a  later  time. 

In  April  of  1953,  the  church  announced  the  opening  of 
the  new  educational  building.  The  building  was  located 
beside  the  church  at  714  Simmons  Street  giving  the  church 
six  additional  Sunday  School  rooms,  an  office,  and  a 
kitchen.  The  message  at  the  opening  service  was  brought 
by  Raymond  T  Sasser,  president  of  the  State 
Sunday  School  Convention-Institute. 

In  November  of  1954,  the  church  fa- 
cilities were  destroyed  by  fire.  Initial 
plans  were  to  restore  the  Goldsboro 
church  property  and  to  rebuild  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  Rev.  J.  R.  Davidson  was 
still  serving  the  church  at  the  time.  He 
stated  in  an  article  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
that  the  church  had  received  estimates  from 


fer,  and  borrowed  some  of  the  money  which  was  repaid  at 
a  later  date.  The  lot  was  acquired  at  a  price  of  $750.  The 
parsonage  was  never  built. 

In  the  year  of  1923,  the  church  undertook  to  build  two 
Sunday  School  rooms  on  the  back  of  the  church  building. 
Donations  were  received  and  the  balance  of  the  money 
needed  was  borrowed  from  the  Goldsboro  Building  and 
Loan  Association.  After  a  few  struggles  and  feuds,  the 
rooms  were  finished  for  the  people  with  the  leadership  of 
their  pastor  who  had  a  mind  to  work. 

Little  did  the  church  know  that  they  were  setting  the 
precedent  for  other  churches,  for  these  were  the  first  Sun- 
day School  rooms  ever  to  be  built  in  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  in  North  Carolina.  The  writer  was  pastor  during 
this  period. 

The  Sunday  School  continued  to  grow,  and  again  the 
need  for  more  Sunday  School  rooms  was  keenly  felt,  and 
about  the  year  of  1928  the  church  built  the  rooms  along 
beside  the  church  building. 

About  the  year  of  1935,  a  movement  was  started  by  Tho- 
mas E.  Beaman  to  brick  veneer  the  church  building  and 
Sunday  School  rooms.  This  movement  went  steadily  on 


builders  which  placed  the  cost  of  rebuilding  that  which 
was  destroyed  in  the  range  of  $50,000  to  $75,000.  The  in- 
surance company  would  only  pay  $10,000.  While  the 
church  was  without  facilities,  the  congregation  held  regu- 
lar worship  services,  Sunday  School,  and  League  in  a  build- 
ing on  William  Street. 

In  mid-December,  1955,  the  church  purchased  the  B.  G. 
Thompson  home  for  the  sum  of  $35,000.  The  building  stood 
on  a  plot  of  land  262  feet  by  267  feet  on  East  Ash  Street. 
Several  thousand  dollars  was  spent  on  the  building  in  a 
conversion  and  decoration  program  that  gave  the  congre- 
gation an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of  above  200 
and  13  Sunday  School  rooms.  They  also  acquired  a  stone 
building  in  the  rear  of  the  house  which  they  were  consid- 
ering turning  into  an  activity  building  or  additional  Sun- 
day School  rooms.  By  March  of  1956  the  church  only  owed 
$12,000  plus  interest  on  the  property. 

The  following  pastors  served  the  church  from  1910  to 
1948:  Frank  Casey,  H.  R.  Faircloth,  S.  H.  Styron,  Earnest 
Poston,  W.  B.  Everett,  Thomas  E.  Beaman,  B.  P.  Parks,  J.  C. 
Griffin,  L.  R.  Ennis,  R.  E.  Tripp,  Bob  Self,  R.  H.  Askew,  G. 
C.  Joyner,  J.  R.  Davidson,  C.  B.  Thompson,  J.  R.  Bennett, 
W.I.  Jordan,  J.  Albert  Harris,  Rashie  Kennedy. 
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IIortu  CflRounfl  founpflTion  For  Christian  Mimstries 


Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us,  leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
and  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way  for  those  who  come  after  us. 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

THE  REVEREND  WALTER  AND  EVELYN  REYNOLDS 
ENDOWED  FUND  FOR  FRIENDSHIP 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


At  the  August  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  North 
Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries,  the  Rev. 
Walter  Reynolds  announced  that  he  and  his  wife,  Evelyn, 
were  establishing  with  the  Foundation  a  permanently  en- 
dowed fund  for  the  benefit  of  Friendship  Church  in 
Greene  County.  The  assets  of  the  fund  will  be  a  com- 
pounded investment  during  the  lifetime  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reynolds,  after  which  the  Foundation  will  make  an  an- 
nual unrestricted  distribution  to  the  church  to  be  used  as 
determined  by  the  church. 

Mr.  Reynolds  advised  the  Foundation  directors  that  in 
addition  to  an  initial  gift  already  made,  future  funding 
would  include  personal  gifts  by  him  and  Mrs.  Reynolds, 
a  provision  in  their  estate  plan,  the  remainderman  of  a 
Charitable  Gift  Annuity,  and  any  contributions  friends 
might  wish  to  make. 

Mr.  Reynolds,  who  served  as  pastor  of  Friendship 
Church  for  thirty-four  years  (1967-2001),  said  the  en- 
dowed fund  was  an  expression  of  appreciation  for  the  love 
and  support  he  and  his  wife  experienced  during  his  pas- 
torate. Although  now  retired,  the  Reynolds  still  live  in 
the  Friendship  community  and  continue  their  active  mem- 
bership. 

The  current  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jack  Weathersby,  describes 
Mr.  Reynolds  as  "my  associate  who  fills  in  for  me  when  I 
am  away.  We  get  along  extremely  well  together,  and  we 
regard  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  as  part  of  the  church  fam- 
ily." Mr.  Weathersby  was  especially  complementary  of 
Mr.  Reynolds  for  his  work  with  the  senior  adult 
group. 

In  addition  to  their  endowed  fund  with  the  Founda- 
tion for  Friendship  Church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  have 
previously  established  an  endowed  fund  at  Mount  Olive 
College  for  scholarships  to  ministerial  students  and  an 
endowed  fund  for  Foreign  Missions  with  the  Church  Fi- 
nance Association,  Inc.,  a  Free  Will  Baptist  ministry  for 
which  Mr.  Reynolds  serves  as  president. 


L-R:  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Evelyn  and  Walter  Reynolds 


Ordained  in  1949  by  the  Albemarle  Conference,  Mr. 
Reynolds  has  served  various  churches  throughout  east- 
ern North  Carolina,  and  at  the  same  time  he  provided 
leadership  for  a  number  of  Free  Will  Baptist  ministries, 
including  being  manager  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
for  fifteen  years  (1966-1981),  chair  of  the  Ministers  Fund 
(formerly  the  Board  of  Superannuation)  and  president  of 
the  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association.  He  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries. 

Individuals,  churches,  and  others  interested  in  estab- 
lishing endowed  funds  for  churches  and  ministries  of  their 
choice  are  invited  to  contact: 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
NC  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries 
619  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
Phone:  (919)  658-3855  or  e-mail  <wraper@moc.edu> 
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People  m  events 


HAPPENINGS  AT  POWHATAN  CHURCH 


Powhatan's  2006  Youth  Member  of  the  Year  was  named 
during  the  morning  worship  service  on  July  9.  A.  J.  Canady, 
19  years  old,  was  surprised  to  see  his  name  added  to  the 
plaque  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  program.  He  thanked  Wanda 
Benson,  youth  leader,  for  the  gift  card  and  the  honor.  He 
tearfully  told  the  congregation  how  much  the  church  meant 
to  him,  and  that  he  would  be  present  as  often  as  he  could 
over  the  next  several  months.  He  has  moved  temporarily 
to  the  Mooresville  area  to  attend  NASCAR  school  until  he 
completes  the  training  program. 

The  Youth  sponsored  a  BBQ  pork  fundraiser  on  Satur- 
day, July  22.  Several  laymen  came  early  to  cook  the  hams 
and  shoulders.  The  youth  leaders  appreciate  all  who  helped, 
donated  items,  or  came  out  in  support  of  the  event. 

The  next  day  was  Youth  Sunday  with  Hayley  Benson  serv- 
ing as  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent  for  the  morning. 
All  classes  were  taught  by  youth  members.  Dean  Hardy 
moderated  the  worship  service  with  the  youth  choir  doing 
the  choir  duties.  Shyanne  and  Kristen  Davis  brought  spe- 
cial music.  Shane  and  Jordan  Hardy,  Kyle  Benson,  and  Dylan 
James  served  as  ushers  with  Dylan  asking  the  blessing  on 
the  offering.  Crystal  Guy  introduced  Chase  Smith,  Mount 
Olive  senior,  who  brought  the  morning  message.  He  gave  a 
testimony  of  dealing  with  his  parents'  divorce  and  how  God 
and  his  home  church  had  helped  him  through  the  hard 
times.That  evening,  Nikki  Jones  presented  a  program  about 
her  spring  break  work  in  New  Orleans.  She  shared  pictures 
from  the  devastated  area  of  the  Ninth  Ward,  as  well  as  the 
parish,  where  her  team  from  NCSU  worked  gutting  houses 
for  the  week. 


Wanda  Benson  and  A.  ].  Canady,  2006  Youth  Member  of  the  Year. 


Some  of  the  girls  in  thec'ioiron  Youth  Sunday — Daisy  Toledo,  Shyanne 
Davis,  Cynthia  Brito;  (back  row)  Crystal  Guy,  Nikki  Jones,  Roberta 
Widhalm,  and  Hayley  Benson. 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  DAY  HELD  AT  PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH 

Senior  Citizen  Day  was  held  at  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  Pikeville,  NC  on  July  23  during  the 
11  a.m.  worship  hour. 

The  program  consisted  of  several  readings. 
Rachel  Smith  read  a  poem,  'My  Get  Up  and 
Go  Has  Got  Up  and  Went."  Clara  Kirby  read, 
"I  Am  a  Senior  Citizen."  Lori  Ann  Berry  con- 
cluded the  program  by  reading  "Older  Ameri- 
cans," and  "Beatitudes  for  Friends  of  the 
Aged." 

All  of  the  senior  citizens  were  presented  gifts 
by  Kim  Thompson,  Claudia  Thompson,  and 
Christy  Berry.  Special  music  was  by  Kim  Th- 
ompson and  Rachel  Smith.  Our  service  was 
concluded  by  a  message  by  our  pastor,  Chuck 
Owens. 

Following  the  worship  hour,  a  catered  lunch  was  served  in  the  fellowship  hall  that  was  furnished  by  the  church  to 
honor  our  senior  citizens. 


Some  of  the  girls  in  the  choir  on  Youth  Sunday  -  Daisy  Toledo,  Shyanne  Davis,  Cynthia 
Brito;  (back  row)  Crystal  Guy,  Nikki  Jones,  Roberta  Widhalm,  and  Hayley  Benson. 
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ADDITION  TO  CHURCH  ERECTED 
IN  MEMORY  OF  DECEASED  MEMBER 

by  Gordon  Edwards 


One  of  Memorial  Church's  (Eastern  Conference)  old- 
est and  most  faithful  members — Mrs.  Lizzie  E. 
Cayton — passed  away  two  years  ago.  About  that  time, 
church  leaders,  as  well  as  the  members  were  in  the 
midst  of  discussing  an  addition  to  the  church.  Every- 
one was  of  the  opinion  that  a  shelter  for  the  elderly 
and  handicapped  was  needed  in  times  of  inclement 
weather. 

A  building  contractor  was  contacted  by  the  church 
trustees,  but  not  before  Mrs.  Cayton's  10  children  be- 
gan discussing  the  addition  among  themselves.  They 
agreed  that  they  wanted  to  finance  the  addition  in 
memory  of  their  mother  who  had  gone  to  be  with  the 
Lord. 

The  contract  price  was  almost  $20,000,  but  un- 
daunted, the  family  pledged  to  see  their  idea  carried 
out  to  completion.  One  family  member  donated  the 
cement  slab,  several  others  baked  cookies  and  cakes 
for  sale  and  in  no  time  they  raised  a  good  portion  of 
the  money. 

The  project  was  started  by  the  contractor,  then  a 
nephew-in-law  of  Mrs.  Cayton's  felt  that  if  the  church 
men  and  some  members  of  the  Cayton  family  set  their 
minds  to  it,  they  could  complete  the  project  themselves. 

Early  in  2006,  they  had  the  contractor  order  the 
rafters,  and  a  work  day  was  set  in  January.  A  big  turn- 
out of  the  men  resulted  in  setting  the  rafters,  nailing 
on  plywood,  and  making  a  big  show  in  the  project. 

After  a  few  more  work  days,  shingles  were  installed, 
wiring  completed,  and  vinyl  trim  was  added  by  Mrs. 
Cayton's  grandson,  Coy  Godley.  Being  in  the  vinyl  sid- 
ing business,  Godley  donated  his  time  to  make  sure 
the  job  was  "done  right"  for  "Grannies'  sake." 

In  June  a  dedication  service  for  the  new  shelter  was 
held,  and  the  Cayton  descendants,  with  exception  of  a 
daughter  who  has  health-related  problems,  catered  a 
lunch.  Mrs.  Cayton's  children,  grandchildren,  great- 
grandchildren, and  great-great  grandchildren  were  in 
attendance. 

"The  structure  is  certainly  a  beautiful  one,  as  well  as 
an  addition  that  will  be  utilized  by  the  elderly  and  dis- 
abled in  the  future,"  the  Rev.  Owen  Arthur,  pastor 
stated.  "We're  proud  of  what  has  been  accomplished 
here  by  faithful  church  members  who  believe  in 
Philippians  4:13,"  he  added. 

Plans  for  a  baptistry  for  the  church  are  now  being 
formulated  and  hopefully  that  project  can  be  started 
sometime  in  the  future. 


Some  of  the  Cayton  descendants:  (Front  row,  L-R):  Juanita  Sadd, 
Marie  Poore,  Phebie  Mills,  John  Cayton;  (Back  row,  L-R):  Hanry 
Cayton,  Bunnie  Rowe,  Leo  Cayton,  Judy  Godley,  and  Cleon  Cayton. 
Phebie  Mills,  Judy  Godley,  Bunnie  Rowe,  and  Cleon  Cayton  are  all 
members  of  Memorial  Church. 


End  view  of  the  shelter  addition  donated  by  the  Cayton  family. 


Front  view  of  the  shelter  addition  donated  by  the  Cayton  family. 
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HOPEWELL  CHURCH 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
MAKE  APRONS  FOR 
NURSING  HOME  RESIDENTS 


The  ladies  of  Hopewell  Church  Woman's  Auxiliary  (Cape  Fear  Confer- 
ence) had  a  fun  time  making  "busy  aprons  and  books"  for  nursing  home 
Alzheimer  patients.  Pictured  above  are  Grace  Hudson,  Beulah  Creech, 
Jean  Langdon,  Myrtle  Jones,  June  Wallace,  Mildred  Crumpler,  and  Betty 
Morton  with  some  of  the  aprons. 


The  books  and  aprons  were  presented  to  Peggy  Daughtry,  center,  a 
staff  member  at  Smithfield  Manor  Nursing  Center,  by  Jane  Parker  and 
Jean  Langdon,  Auxiliary  members. 


Pictured  here  is  Jean  Langdon  of  the  Auxiliary  presenting  a  Easter 
basket  to  Annie  Parker,  a  Smithfield  Manor  Nursing  Center  resident. 


SEE  YOU  AT  THE  POLE 
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OOPS!  OUR  APOLOGIES... 

In  the  August  2006  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  we, 
during  the  editorial  process,  inadvertently  omitted  the 
fact  that  Mary  Dudley  was  the  speaker  at  the  Day 
Spring  Conference  held  at  Cragmont  June  5-10, 2006. 


Personal  InfORMOTion 
(Hflncts 


The  Reverend  Charles  "Lyn' 
and  Gaye  Renfrow 

<lgfrow@ruralisp.net> 
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UP  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS 

by  Marci  R. 


Some  of  the  ladies  doing  a  skit  during  "Fun  Time." 


I  wasn't  quite  the  youngest  one  there — one  lady  did 
bring  her  grandson.  But  most  of  the  women  were  my 
grandmother's  age;  some  were  old  enough  to  be  my  great- 
grandmother.  All  but  about  two  were  at  least  old  enough 
to  be  my  mother. 

Where  was  I?  I  was  at  August  Woman's  Week  at 
Cragmont  Assembly  Several  months  prior  Dianne  Riley 
had  contacted  me  about  being  one  of  four  speakers  for 
the  week.  She  had  been  asked  to  speak  for  the  week,  but 
wasn't  sure  she  could  find  enough  to  say  all  four  days. 
So,  she  recruited  some  helpers:  me,  Sharon  Dilley,  and 
Becky  Jo  Sumner. 

We  called  ourselves  the  "Common  Threads"  because 
of  all  the  things  the  four  of  us  had  in  common:  we  were 
all  Christians,  all  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  all  gradu- 
ates of  Mount  Olive  College,  have  all  worked  (or  are  work- 
ing) for  a  denominational  ministry,  all  members  of  our 
local  Woman's  Auxiliary,  etc.  At  first  I  thought  these  three 
women  were  the  only  women  up  there  I  had  anything  in 
common  with. 

I  have  to  admit  that  I  felt  very  strange  and  out-of-place 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week.  I'm  use  to  going  to  Cragmont 
as  either  a  camper  or  a  counselor  and  there  being  200+ 
people  on  the  mountain  with  me.  With  that  number  of 
kids,  there's  always  something  going  on  and  never  any 
peace  and  quiet!  I'm  use  to  barely  having  any  time  to 
myself  for  the  week — and  if  I  ever  find  time  to  sneak  away, 
being  discovered  by  a  sick  or  crying  child.  A  normal  week 
at  Cragmont  for  me  consists  of  loud  music  in  a  jam-packed 
chapel,  lots  of  time  in  the  hot  blazing  sun  playing  crazy 
games,  and  trying  to  maintain  the  attention  of  50  or  so 
children  during  lesson  time. 

But  this  week  was  very  different.  We  arrived  late  on 
Sunday  night,  and  Monday  morning  there  weren't  any 
whistles  blowing  to  wake  me  up  (nor  were  there  any  dur- 
ing the  week  telling  me  it  was  time  to  stop  teaching  or 
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WITH  MY  NEW  FRIENDS 

Rollins-Smart 


Ladies  enjoying  a  meal  and  interesting  stories. 


time  to  go  eat!)  Barely  a  soul  was  in  sight  until  the  bus 
filled  with  women  arrived  shortly  after  4  p.m.  That  night 
there  was  a  short  meeting  and  service  and  we  were  dis- 
missed by  8  p.m. — nothing  like  the  late  nights  we  have 
with  the  campers!  As  the  week  progressed,  however,  I 
began  to  enjoy  the  laid  back  atmosphere  of  the  week.  I 
started  getting  to  know  some  of  the  women  there  with 
me  and  caught  myself  praying,  "God,  please  let  me  be  in 
as  good  of  shape  as  they  are  at  their  age!"  I  mean,  who 
would  of  thought  that  a  94  year-old  would  still  be  able  to 
go  to  the  mountains  for  a  week?  As  I  got  to  know  the 
women,  I  began  to  understand  why  my  mother  loves  to 
work  with  the  senior  citizens  at  her  church  so  much:  they 
are  fascinating  people!  We  would  sit  on  the  porch  and 
they  would  tell  stories  from  their  childhoods.  At  meal 
time  we  would  talk  about  their  past  careers  and  lives  with 
their  husbands,  and  at  the  Friday  afternoon  "Fun  Time" — 
no  child  could  put  on  such  a  comedy  routine  as  these  la- 
dies! Their  imaginations  are  still  vivid  and  their  creativ- 
ity bright! 

Most  of  all  I  enjoyed  worshiping  with  these  women  and 
the  opportunity  to  be  renewed  in  my  walk  with  Christ 
and  in  my  focus.  My  everyday  life's  schedule  is  just  as 
jam-packed  as  a  week  at  Cragmont;  I  sometimes  forget 
the  need  to  "Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God."  Added  to 
that  was  the  blessing  of  the  words  of  encouragement  from 
these  women  who  have  blazed  the  trails  before  me.  They 
know  what  it's  like  to  be  young,  working  a  job,  having  a 
family  and  household,  and  trying  to  serve  your  church. 
They've  done  it  and  been  successful  doing  it! 

I  thought  I  was  going  to  Cragmont  to  teach  someone 
else  something;  but  instead  I  came  back  with  many  new 
lessons  learned.  Young  women — don't  think  you  can't 
have  a  good  time  on  the  mountain  with  women  who  are 
much  older  than  you!  Take  some  time  for  yourself  next 
year;  even  if  you  can't  go  the  entire  week,  go  for  a  few 
days.  You'll  come  back  blessed  and  refreshed. 

28    September  2006 


The  10th  Annual 
OFWB  Convention 
Open  Golf  Fellowship 

Monday,  September  18,  2006 
Happy  Valley  Country  Club 
Wilson,  NC 

FORMAT:  4-Man  Superball— 9  a.m.  Shotgun  Start 
TEES:  Junior — Under  50 — Back  Tee  •  Senior — 50-59 — Middle  Tee  •  Super  Senior — 60+ — Front  Tee 

TWO  PLAYING  DIVISIONS:  Open  Play— Through  Age  59  •  Super  Senior— At  least  three  players  60+ 

Special  Prizes  For:  Closest  to  the  Pin  •  Straightest  Drive  •  Longest  Drive 
WIN  $10,000!  •  Enter  the  Sand  Trap  Skills  Challenge  and  Win  $500  •  WIN  A  NEW  CAR! 


This  Tournament  is  limited  to  the  first  25  teams  with  paid  entry  fees. 
**No  team  is  guaranteed  a  spot  until  all  team  members  have  paid.** 

DISCLAIMER:  This  tournament  is  sponsored  by  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  By  your  signature 
below,  your  team  agrees  to  the  following:  1 .  No  alcoholic  beverages  will  be  allowed.  Violation  will  result  in  imme- 
diate dismissal  from  this  tournament  with  forfeiture  of  all  fees  paid.  2.  Members  of  your  team  will  not  hold  the 
Convention,  its  Executive  and  Tournament  Committee,  the  Tournament  Director  or  Happy  Valley  Country  Club,  its 
members  or  staff  liable  for  loss  due  to  personal  injury,  weather,  theft,  or  the  conduct  of  other  players.  3.  The 
decisions  of  the  Tournament  committee  in  all  matters  will  be  final. 


Signed, 


Team  Captain 


TEAM  MEMBERS: 

CAPTAIN: 


DIVISION: 

OPEN     SUPER  SR. 


ADDRESS: 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS: 


PLAYER  2: 


PLAYER  3: 


PLAYER  4: 


Entry  Fee: 

$55  per  player... $220  per  team 
No  Mulligans  or  Red  Bombs  will  be  sold. 

Please  pay  in  full  in  advance 
to  assure  your  team's  spot. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  OFWB  Convention 

MAIL  ENTIRE  FORM  TO: 

Buddy  Sasser 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513 
Call  (252)  746-4963  for  more  information 

NOTE:  The  $5  Sand  Trap  Skills  Challenge 
Fee  may  be  paid  at  the  Tournament. 


Western  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Wednesday,  October  4  2006 
Mount  Zion  FWB  Church 
Nashville,  NC 

Registration:  9  a.m. 
Starts:  9:30  a.m. 

Theme:  "Enabled  by  the  Spirit" 

Guest  Speaker:  The  Reverend  Bryant  Hines, 

Planning/Marketing  Director,  Cragmont  Assembly 

Directions  to  church: 

581  North  to  Highway  64  bypass  near  Spring  Hope. 
Go  to  the  Momeyer  and  1306  Service  Road  exit. 
Turn  right  onto  South  Old  Franklin  Road  (SR  1306). 
Continue  1.1  miles  to  Mount  Zion  Church  Road 
Oust  past  Mannings  Store  ana  just  before  White 
Oak).  Turn  left  onto  Mount  Zion  Church  Road 
and  go  1 .2  miles.  As  you  cross  the  bridge  over 
64  bypass  you  will  see  the  church  on  the  right. 


Eastern  District 
fall  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 

Saturday,  September  16,  2006 
Juniper  Chapel  FWB  Church 
Vanceboro,  NC 

Registration:  9:30  a.m.  —  Starts:  9:50  a.m. 

The  Wisdom  of  Waiting  on  God"  (Psalm  27:14) 

Carolyn  Jemigan,  guest  speaker 


Churches  £  niwsTRY 
Positions  Available 


The  Reverend  Charles  Petit  is  available  for  pastoral, 
supply,  revivals,  or  interim  duties.  He  may  be  reached 
by  phone  at  (919)  553-5741  or  by  mail  at  2014  Penny 
Lane,  Clayton,  NC  27520. 


Twelve 

EXTRAORDINARY 

Women 
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Twelve  Extraordinary  Women 
by  John  MacArthur 

Hardcover,  Thomas  Nelson  Publishers  •  List  $22.99,  Our  Price  $20.69 
Our  Sale  Price  $18.39— That's  20%  off  through  September  30,  2006 

Celebrated  for  their  courage,  vision,  hospitality,  and  spiritual  giftedness,  it's  no 
wonder  women  were  so  important  to  God's  plan  revealed  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  It  wasn't  their  natural  qualities  that  made  these  women  extraordi- 
nary but  the  power  of  the  one  true  god  whom  they  worshipped  and  served. 

In  Twelve  Extraordinary  Women,  you'll  leam  more  than  fascinating  information 
about  these  women,  you'll  discover — perhaps  for  the  first  time — the  unmistak- 
able chronology  of  God's  redemptive  work  in  history  through  their  lives.  These 
women  were  not  ancillary  to  His  plan,  they  were  at  the  very  heart  of  it.  And  this 
book  includes  their  amazing  stories. 

Some  of  the  women  you'll  come  to  know  include:  Ruth  (Ruth  1^1),  Anna  (Luke 
2:36-38),  Martha  and  Mary,  sisters  of  Lazarus  (Luke  10:38-42),  Mary  Magdalene 
(Matthew  27:56-61),  Sarah  (Genesis  11-25),  Hannah  (1  Samuel  l-2),The  Samari- 
tan woman  (John  4),  and  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus  (Luke  1-2). 

You  will  be  challenged  and  motivated  by  this  poignant  and  personal  look  into  the  lives  of  some  of  the  Bible's  more 
faithful  women.  Their  struggles  and  temptations  are  the  same  trials  faced  by  all  believers  in  all  ages.  And  the  God  to 
whom  they  were  so  committed  is  the  same  God  who  continues  to  mold  and  use  ordinary  people  today. 

To  order,  contact  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  1-800-849-3927 
Or  visit  any  of  your  Bible  Bookstore  locations  (Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern) 


Display/ Advertising  Rates 

1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $20 
1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $30 
1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $40 
3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $50 
Full  page  •  $60 
Full  Color  Back  Cover  •  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  No  Charge 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-maii  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These 
charges  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming 
event  listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  editor  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone 
at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227. 

There  is  no  charge  for  article  submissions. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  When  the  5th  falls 
on  a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before.You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*Phone-in  and  handwritten  information  is  accept- 
able BUT  WE  CANNOT  BE  HELD  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ERRORS! 

^Pictures  are  not  returned  unless  there  is  an 
appropriate  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  included! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run 
for  2  months  only. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

Subscribe 
Today! 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 


Name  (please  print) 
Address  


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


City_ 

Phone  Number 
Church  (if  a  Plan) 


State 


Zip 


area  code 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 

□  4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00 


Churches: 

□  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

□  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  To:  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY  5/22/2006 
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SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM  NC  27706 


"Celebrating  25  Years" 
CAMPMEETING  /  HOMECOMING  2006 

Friday,  September  29,  7:00  p.m. 
Saturday,  September  30,  9:00  a.m. 
Sunday,  October  1,  9:00  a.m. 

"Featuring  Special  Guest" 
Dr.  Robert  Picirilli  (Nashville,  TN) 


Schedule 
Friday:  7:00  p.m. 
1st  speaker:  Rev.  Pat  Hall  (Wilmington,  NC) 
2nd  speaker:  Rev.  Jeff  Jones  (Fuquay  Varina,  NC) 

Saturday:  9:00  a.m. 
1st  speaker:  Rev.  Dale  Burden  (Virginia  Beach,  VA) 
2nd  speaker:  Rev.  Karl  Sexton  (Virginia  Beach,  VA) 
3rd  speaker:  Dr.  Robert  Picirilli  (Nashville,  TN) 
Lunch  prepared  by  Ole  NC  Bar-B-Q 
4th  speaker:  Dr.  Joe  Ange  (Knightdale,  NC) 
5th  speaker:  Rev.  Guy  Owens  (Wendell,  NC) 

Sunday:  9:00  a.m. 

1st  speaker:  Rev.  Virgel  Nolen  (Durham,  NC) 
2nd  speaker:  Rev.  David  Lee  (Rockingham,  NC) 
3rd  speaker:  Dr.  Robert  Picirilli  (Nashville,  TN) 

Lunch  prepared  by  ladies/men  of  the  church 


HOSTED  BY 
Horton  Road  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
1315  Horton  Road,  Durham,  NC  27704 
Rev.  Harry  G.  Brown,  Pastor  Phone:  919-479-5060 

Special  Music  by  Horton  Road  OFWB  Church  Choir 
And  Southland  Harmony 


r 


the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

MONTHLY  PLANNER 

October  2006 

MINISTER'S  PROGRAM  MONTH 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

2 

3 

Albemarle 

Conference,  t- 
Shiloh  Church, 
Pinetown 

Western 
Conference, 
Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Mt.  Zion  Church, 
Nash  County 

5 

6 

Pee  Dee  —. 

Woman's  Aux.,  / 
Mt.  Calvary  Church, 
Whiteville,  10  a.m. 

Cape  Fear  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  Lanwood 
Chapel  Church, 
Smithfield 

8 

9 

10 

Pee  Dee  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Mt.  Calvary  Church, 

10  A.M. 

11 

Camp  Vandemere 
Board  of  Directors  1 2 

KAoot inn   ~7-riC\  d  h* 
I VI  tr  trill  ILJ ,  /  .0*J  r.Tvl. 

Western  Conference, 
Horton  Road  Church, 
Durham 

Albemarle  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  Hickory 
Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie 

13 

14 

15 

PASTOR 
APPRECIATION 
DAY 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Eastern  Conference, 
Folkstone  Church, 
Folkstone 

20 

Singin'  By  The  River, 
Camp  Vandemere, 

7  P.M. 

21 

Singin'  By  The  River, 
Camp  Vandemere, 

10  A.M. 

22 

23 

24 

Sunday  School 
Board  Meeting, 
Headquarters, 
Ayden 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVING 
TIME 
ENDS 

30 

Central  Conference, 
Woman's  Auxiliary, 
Study  Course, 
First  Church, 
Greenville,  7  p.m. 

31 

Coming  Soon: 


Notes: 


November  &— Central  Conference,  Marlboro  Church,  Farmville 
November  10 — Layman's  League  Convention,  Camp  Vandemere 
November  14 — Cape  Fear  Conference,  Smyrna  Church,  Benson 
November  25 — Cragmont  Board  Meeting,  Black  Mountain 
November  28 — Mount  Olive  College  Board  of  Trustees 
November  30-December  3 — Cragmont  Christmas  Weekend 
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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The 
responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the  person 
whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are  payable 

in  advance:  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 
2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00. 

Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

Every-Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church 
provides  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  every 
member  and  we  send  them  to  each  home. 
Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 


©  2006  The  Free  Will  Baptist  •  All  Rights  Reserved. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  is  edited  and  published  monthly  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class 
postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina  (USPS  2094-4000). 
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Ayden  FWB  Church — Read  a  short  history  of  the  church  in  the 
"Golden  Oldies"  section  on  page  26. 


Wherefore  lay  apart  all  filthiness  and 
superfluity  of  naughtiness,  and  receive 
with  meekness  the  engrafted  word,  which 
is  able  to  save  your  souls  (James  1:21). 


It's  Tough  Being  Positive  all  the  Time 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


With  the  Revolutionary  War  looming  before  the  colonies,  Tho- 
mas Paine,  in  his  pamphlet  entitled  Tlte  Crisis,  wrote:  "These  are 
the  times  that  try  men's  souls." 

As  a  nation,  since  our  victory  in  the  War  for  Independence,  we 
have  faced  many  trying  times.  Two  major  wars,  several  minor 
wars,  a  great  depression,  social  and  political  upheavals,  etc., 
plagued  us  during  the  last  century.  And  at  this  present  time  we 
are  faced  with  major  conflicts  and  spiritual  battles  which  seem 
never  to  seize.  People  in  many  nations  look  upon  America  as  the 
enemy  of  the  world.  Their  agenda,  motivated  by  a  deep  hatred 
toward  America,  is  to  bring  about  the  down- 
fall of  this  great  nation  and  the  rest  of  the 
free  world. 

Political  battles  are  heating  up,  it  seems, 
as  never  before.  At  least  in  my  adult  lifetime, 
I  never  have  heard  such  expressions  of  total 
disdain  for  "the  other  party,"  depending  on 
which  side  you  are  on,  as  what  we  hear  today;  and  we  are  told  by 
news  media  that  it's  just  beginning  to  heat  up.  Since  becoming  of 
voting  age,  I  never  have  failed  to  vote  in  major  elections,  espe- 
cially presidential  elections.  I  voted  for  some  winners  and  some 
losers  over  the  years.  Some  I  didn't  like  to  begin  with,  but  I  ac- 
cepted them  as  President  and  learned  to  appreciate  some  of  their 
political  stances.  Never  have  I  hated  any  one  of  them,  simply  be- 
cause it  is  not  a  part  of  my  inner  being  to  hate.  Besides,  hatred 
cannot  live  in  the  heart  of  those  who  know  the  Christ  of  love. 

Spiritual  battles  are  likewise  hearing  up.  We  have  hit  on  this 
issue  on  several  occasions  in  this  column,  in  one  way  or  another. 


If  I  remember  correctly  one  of  the  goals  of  Communism  is  the 
break  down  of  the  moral  fiber  of  a  nation.  This  they  purposed  to 
do  in  America.  This  only  could  be  achieved  by  attacking  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  the  bonding  factor  in  our  nation's  unity  and  strength. 
With  the  fall  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  Cold  War  ended.  Yet,  the 
attacks  on  biblical  morality  and  Bible  truths  only  have  increased. 
The  faithful  in  Christ  realize  this,  as  we  read  and  listen  to  the 
news  day  by  day.  Moral  values  and  biblical  truths  now  are  inter- 
preted according  to  one's  own  opinion.  It  seems  that  the  majority 
are  defying  God  as  they  conclude  that  "not  even  God  can  tell  me 
what  I  can  or  cannot  do." 

As  tough  as  it  is  to  be  positive  nowadays, 
we  must  realize  that  God  is  still  the  ruler  of 
all.  He  is  still  way  ahead  of  us  in  the  affairs  of 
people.  His  church  is  alive,  and  great  things 
are  happening.  We  still  hear  of  souls  being 
saved.  Over  the  years  I  have  met  many  Chris- 
tians, people  I  did  not  know  until  meeting  and  talking  to  them.  It 
is  not  likely  that  I  will  ever  see  them  on  this  side  of  Heaven,  but  in 
meeting  them  I  learned  that  there  are  many  Christian  people  out 
there  in  our  world,  people  who  love  God,  people  who  pray  and 
witness,  people  who  attend  church  regularly,  people  with  high 
moral  standards,  people  who  believe  the  Bible  is  the  inspired 
Word,  and  people  who  love  their  families  and  especially  their 
Christian  families.  I  have  known  and  know  quite  well,  people 
who  have  helped  me  and  encouraged  me  in  my  Christian  jour- 
ney Thank  God  for  them!  Thus,  I  pray,  "Lord,  help  me  to  be  more 
positive." 
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Understanding  the  Behind  the  Scenes  Work  of  the  Pastorate 

by  Dr.  Greg  Day, 

Campus  Minister/Assistant  Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 

Part  One:  Diagnosis 


Forced  terminations,  church  conflicts,  abrupt  resignations, 
and  mental  and  emotional  crises  have  become  a  reality  among 
OFWB  pastors  and  clergy  across  denominational  lines.  Many 
reasons  have  been  proposed  for  this  epidemic:  spiritual  war- 
fare, lack  of  education,  misunderstandings,  and  cultural  con- 
flicts. I  would  like  to  propose  in  this  article  that  church  mem- 
bers and  leaders  cannot  understand  their  church  until  they 
understand  the  role  and  behind  the  scenes  feelings  of  their 
pastor.  Please  read  the  following  letter  written  by  an  anony- 
mous (highly  gifted)  pastor  who  changed  professions: 

Things  here  are  going  well.  I  look  forward  to  going  to  work  in  the 
morning,  like  the  people  that  I  work  with,  feel  that  I  am  making  a 
positive  contribution,  am  appreciated  and  have  control  over  my  own 
schedule.  I  enjoyed  many  of  these  benefits  in  the  pastorate  as  well, 
but  accompanied  by  such  negative  baggage  such  as  power  plays, 
petty  feuds,  incompatible  public  perceptions  of  my  roles  and  respon- 
sibilities and  a  host  of  other  demons,  not  the  least  of  which  ivas  being 
on  call  days/nights/weekends,  vacations  and  holidays,  I  am  now 
glad  to  be  where  I  am.  I  needed  some  level  ground  for  a  change. 

Pastoring  has  become  a  profession  that  extracts  and  expects 
so  much  that  it  is  not  humanly  possible  for  a  person  to  man- 
age and  live  up  to  all  of  its  imposed  expectations.  Perhaps 
through  the  reading  of  this  article  church  leaders  and  mem- 
bers might  gain  a  new  respect  for  the  role  of  their  minister(s). 

The  Pastor  Is  Given  Responsibility  Without  Authority 

In  the  eyes  of  the  congregation  and  in  the  Articles  of  Faith 
the  pastor  is  held  responsible  for  the  health,  success,  and 
growth  of  the  church.  If  these  areas  do  not  measure  up  to  the 
church's  expectations,  the  pastor  is  held  accountable.  Yet,  the 
pastor  is  given  only  minimal  authority  to  make  the  things 
happen  that  are  necessary  to  make  the  church  strong  and  vi- 
tal. Often  the  authority  of  pastors  is  only  as  strong  as  their 
quality  of  sermons,  the  number  of  baptisms,  or  whether  or 
not  the  church  budget  has  been  met.  Other  obstacles  are 
church  family  dynamics  (perceived  or  real),  improper  or  mis- 
understood roles  of  the  deaconate  or  control  issues. 

Pastoring  Can  Be  All  Consuming 

Pastors  are  on  call  24  hours  a  day  every  day  of  the  year. 
Every  time  their  phone  rings,  no  matter  where  they  are,  the 
family  plans  more  than  likely  are  about  to  change.  Even  va- 
cations are  not  void  of  interruptions.  When  interviewing  many 
pastor's  spouses  or  children,  their  negative  memories  of  their 
ministries  revolve  around  disrupted  vacations,  interrupted 
meals,  and  church  conflicts.  Even  hospital  physicians  who 


work  with  and  understand  stressful  life-or-death  situations 
are  able  to  get  away  for  a  period  of  time  without 
interruption.  Being  continuously  consumed  with  demands 
will  break  even  the  strongest  of  people. 

The  Expectations  Placed  on  the  Pastor's  Family 

The  pastor's  spouse  is  expected  to  be  a  model  of 
perfection.  All  unfilled  positions  in  the  church  are  granted  to 
the  spouse  with  the  expectation  that  it  is  church  first  and  family 
second.  The  inevitable  happens  when  the  person  does  not 
meet  the  expectations  of  the  congregation  and  the  dagger- 
like criticisms  cut  them  to  the  core. 

The  pastor's  children  face  the  same  expectations.  One  pas- 
tor stated  that  when  his  children's  behavior  was  not  satisfac- 
tory, both  he  and  his  family  were  criticized.  When  the  pastor's 
children  achieved  more  than  some  of  the  other  children  in 
the  church  in  academics,  athletics,  or  arts,  the  children  were 
mocked  for  their  achievements.  It  was  a  no  win  situation. 

The  Role  Versus  the  Person 

In  the  case  of  most  pastors,  the  Christian  community  to 
which  they  are  called  to  love  is  based  upon  a  conditional  love. 
It  is  a  love  that  is  based  upon  the  role  rather  than  the  person. 
This  sets  up  unrealistic  expectations  and  perceived  failure 
When  people  must  constantly  live  out  a  role  without  being 
allowed  to  be  themselves  they  lose  touch  with  their  humanity. 

The  end  result  for  many  in  such  situations  is  physical  ill- 
ness, emotional  disorders,  succumbing  to  physical  tempta- 
tions, or  further  erosion  of  the  relationships  of  those  who  they 
love — especially  their  families. 

These  seem  to  be  harsh  and  confrontational  words.  Yet,  if 
we  choose  to  ignore  the  pressures  and  false  expectations 
placed  upon  those  in  the  ministry,  the  Christian  church  will 
continue  to  experience  the  exodus  and  shortage  of  qualified 
ministers. 

The  key  to  change  lies  in  the  hands  of  church  leaders  and 
congregations.  The  beginning  point  is  the  recognition  and 
ownership  of  the  problem.  The  next  step  is  creating  aware- 
ness to  the  congregation  and  having  a  productive  dialogue 
about  how  changes  might  be  made. 

Our  pastors  need  us  as  much  as  we  need  them.  It  is  time 
to  break  down  the  glass  house  and  reach  out  to  our  minis- 
ters. In  my  next  article,  I  will  give  some  helpful  ways  to 
begin  this  dialogue  and  move  toward  a  healthy  pastor  and 
church  relationship.  ▲ 
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gerious 
Crossroads 

by  the  Reverend  Otis  Hamm 


Every  generation  faces  at  least  one  opportunity  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  life  of  the  church.  A  time  when  either  change 
can  be  affected  in  order  to  increase  faith,  or  change  can  be 
averted  in  order  to  avoid  change.  While  these  are  serious  de- 
cisions, they  are  not  decisions  to  be  rushed  into  without  proper 
preparation.  Preparation  includes  prayer,  study,  and  patience, 
each  of  which,  require  measured  time  and  an  open  mind  and 
heart. 

An  issue  has  once  again  emerged  within  the  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  (OFWBs).  This  issue  is  whether  to  ordain  women 
into  the  Gospel  ministry.  This  is  not  a  new  perplexity;  rather, 
one  which  has  been  around  since  the  early  days  of  the  OFWB. 
One  example  comes  from  the  life  story  of  Elizabeth  "Lizzie" 
Lawliss  McAdams,  who  was  ordained  on  Wednesday,  April 
17,  1911,  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Zulch.  Lizzie 
preached  in  many  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  including  sev- 
eral in  eastern  North  Carolina.  However,  there  were  some 
who  protested  the  idea  of  a  woman  being  ordained  or  preach- 
ing; thus,  the  debate  began  and  continues  today. 

Perhaps  confusion  on  the  issue  of  ordination  revolves 
around  the  use — or  lack  of — the  word  in  the  New  Testament. 
The  word  "ordination"  and  the  verb  "to  ordain"  are  not  found 
in  the  New  Testament.  The  issue  then  is  left  to  interpretation, 
and  interpretation  is  subjective.  Ordination  is  an  act  of  the 
church  to  place  a  person  in  a  position  of  responsibility  to  the 
church  and  to  God. 

What  keeps  OFWBs  from  reaching  a  defined  position  once 
and  for  all  on  this  important  theological  issue?  Part  of  the 
answer  lies  within  the  lack  of  ability  to  resolve  conflict. 
Whether  it  is  in  the  local  church  or  in  the  denomination,  con- 
flict is  alive  and  thriving,  while  godly  resolution  is  hiding 
like  a  scared  cat  or  is  non-existent. 

Pointing  a  finger  accusing  one  of  misinterpreting  Scripture 
or  falsely  teaching  the  Word  of  God  is  easy.  The  difficulty  is 
coming  to  a  table  openly  and  fairly  discussing  differences  and 
finding  godly  ways  to  resolve  them.  This  does  not  mean  all 
parties  will  leave  agreeing  with  one  another,  it  means  all  leave 
in  peace,  if  not  in  total  agreement,  in  agreement  to  disagree. 

In  relation  to  the  stance  on  the  ordination  of  women,  to  be 
in  one  accord  does  not  mean  all  must  agree  one  way  or  the 
other,  it  means  all  must  be  of  the  same  heart — a  heart  for  Jesus. 
To  allay  any  potential  fears,  Scripture  does  not  leave  one  to 
understand  that  approving  a  woman  for  ordination  will  cause 
people  to  lose  their  salvation  or  find  themselves  not  in  a  right 
standing  with  God.  The  ordination  of  women  does  not 


compromise  the  Word  of  God  in  any  manner.  It  will  not  lead 
to  tolerance  of  abominations.  It  will,  however,  put  the  busi- 
ness of  ordained  ministry  back  into  God's  hands. 

The  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles  of  Church  Government  for 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (Of  the  English  General  Baptist  Heri- 
tage), (AOF)  place  the  responsibility  to  examine  each  candi- 
date for  ordination  squarely  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  or- 
daining councils  of  each  conference.  It  is  clear  all  candidates 
must  be  examined  in  order  to  certify  they  meet  prescribed 
requirements;  however,  there  is  no  prohibition  of  women  in 
regard  to  ordination. 

To  question  one's  calling  is  justified  in  regard  to  determin- 
ing one  has  been  called,  but  to  tell  anyone  God  has  not  called 
him  or  her  when  he  or  she  feels  God  has,  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  ordaining  council.  In  the  same  way  no  person  can  judge 
the  heart  of  another  in  relation  to  salvation,  no  person  can 
judge  the  heart  of  another  in  relation  to  one's  calling — both 
jobs  belong  to  Jesus. 

There  are  many  passages  of  Scripture  supporting  women 
in  the  ministry,  but  there  is  only  one  necessary  for  an  accu- 
rate portrayal  of  how  Jesus  viewed  the  matter.  Matthew  28:10: 
"Then  said  Jesus  unto  them,  Be  not  afraid:  go  tell  my  breth- 
ren that  they  go  into  Galilee,  and  there  shall  they  see  me." 
Jesus  spoke  these  words  to  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other 
Mary,  according  to  Matthew's  account  of  the  Gospel,  after 
they  had  been  told  by  an  angel  to  ". .  .go  quickly,  and  tell  his 
disciples  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead..."  (Matthew  28:7). 
The  very  first  evangelists — ordained  by  Jesus  Himself, 
charged  to  present  the  Gospel,  the  Good  News,  of  His  Resur- 
rection— were  women. 

These  are  serious  times,  times  which  require  serious  deci- 
sions, decisions  bathed  in  prayer,  diligently  studied,  and  in- 
undated with  patience.  The  focus  must  be  on  the  Kingdom 
of  God  and  not  any  human  formed  agenda. 

The  issue  of  the  ordination  of  women  is  not  a  new  one;  it 
has  been  in  existence  for  thousands  of  years.  Perhaps  the  time 
has  come  for  the  OFWBs  to  consider  a  revision  of  the  AOF  to 
be  gender  inclusive  throughout,  and  use  language  prescrib- 
ing males  and  females  as  proper  candidates  for  ordination. 

In  this  postmodern  world,  we  must  recognize  God's  will. 
Ordaining  women  into  the  Gospel  ministry  is  not  necessary 
as  an  answer  to  the  perception  that  there  is  a  lack  of  qualified 
men.  It  is  necessary  because  God  calls  men  and  women  into 
His  ministry  and  we  must  not  compromise  His  Word  by  ex- 
cluding women  from  ordination.  ▲ 
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MINSTER'S  PROCRflM 


OCTOBER  IS  MINISTER'S  PROGRAM  MONTH 


October  has  been  designated  as 
Minister's  Program  Month  by  the 
Convention  of  Free  Will  Baptists  dur- 
ing the  2005  session.  We  would  like 
to  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to 
serve  the  ministers  and  local 
churches  over  the  past  year.  It  is  our 
hope  that  you  will  remember  this 
program  in  your  prayers  and  that 
you  also  will  be  generous  in  your  giv- 
ing to  support  the  work  we  do  on 
behalf  of  all  the  ministers  in  the  Con- 
vention. Gifts  received  during 
Minister's  Program  Month  are  criti- 
cal to  the  overall  success  of  this  pro- 
gram. If  your  church  has  met  its  chal- 
lenge this  year,  we  say,  "Thank  you!" 
If  you  are  receiving  a  special  offer- 
ing for  the  Minister's  Program  this 
month,  we  encourage  you.  If  your 
church  does  not  support  the  work  of 
the  Minister's  Program  we  ask, 
"Why?" 

Mission  Statement 

It  is  the  purpose  of  The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Minister's  Program  to  serve  the 
churches  and  ministers  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  It  is 
our  assertion  that  the  minister  can  best 
meet  the  spiritual  requirements  of  a  con- 
gregation if  he  is  unencumbered  by  the 
burden  of  financial  insecurity.  To  this 
end  we  provide  administrative  services, 
information  resources,  and  educational 
opportunities.  These  are  designed  to  help 
the  minister  and  the  local  church  plan 
together  a  program  of  compensation  and 
benefits  designed  to  meet  the  minister's 
present  and  future  financial  needs. 

What  does  the  Minister's  Program 
do?  Meeting  needs  is  what  the 
Minister's  Program  is  all  about.  This 
program  was  brought  into  existence 
to  help  prepare  the  minister  for  the 
financial  eventualities  of  life.  To  do 
this,  we  try  to  help  educate  the 


church  and  the  minister  about  the 
unique  needs  of  the  pastorate.  Our 
goal  is  not  to  provide  for  the  minis- 
ter— that  is  the  church's  responsibil- 
ity— but  to  help  the  church  and  the 
minister  plan  together  so  that  at  all 
stages  of  life  the  minister  can  serve 
without  the  burden  of  financial  con- 
cerns holding  him  back. 

The  Minister's  Program  is  an  ex- 
tension of  the  local  church  adminis- 
tering programs  that  the  church 
could  not  provide  on  their  own.  We 
stand  ready  to  work  with  the  minis- 
ter and  the  church  to  help  them  ac- 
complish the  goal  of  working  to- 
gether in  a  lifetime  of  financial  plan- 
ning. Ministers  step  out  in  faith  to 
answer  God's  call.  That  faith  is  based 
on  the  belief  that  God  will  prepare 
them  and  provide  for  them. 

We  believe  that  God  channels  His 
provisions  through  the  church  and  it 
is  required  of  them  to  be  good  stew- 
ards as  it  relates  to  their  care  of  the 
pastor.  This  does  not  apply  exclu- 
sively to  matters  of  compensation, 
but  also  to  support,  appreciation,  and 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  church 
to  be  led.  Please  consider  areas  that 
the  Minister's  Program  can  work 
with  you  to  help  build  a  strong  work- 
ing relationship  with  your  pastor. 

Work  continues  on  A  Guide  for  Pastor/ 
Church  Relations,  which  we  anticipate 
to  be  completed  within  the  next  few 
months  culminating  with  a  booklet 
that  addresses  the  issues  that  con- 
front the  pew  and  the  pulpit. 

Most  of  you  are  aware  that  the 
Minister's  Program  sponsors  a  retire- 
ment program  for  our  ministers.  The 
current  plan  is  well-funded  and 
those  ministers  receiving  benefits 
under  the  plan  can  be  assured  that 
the  Minister's  Program  will  continue 
to  provide  the  oversight  and  man- 


agement necessary  to  make  sure  their 
retirement  benefits  continue  to  be 
paid  as  agreed.  Those  ministers  that 
are  currently  preparing  and  planning 
for  retirement  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  their  plan  is  among 
the  most  advanced  plans  available 
for  ministers  and  enjoys  tax  benefits 
that  make  it  unmatched  in  the  pri- 
vate sector.  The  Program  continues 
to  provide  retirement  benefits  to  min- 
isters  who  have  outlived  their 
benefits.  This  is  only  possible 
through  your  faithful  giving  to  the 
program. 

Does  your  minister  have  a  plan  for 
retirement?  Churches  should  help 
their  pastor  prepare  for  the  future  by 
funding  his  retirement  plan  today 
Contact  the  Minister's  Program  for 
any  help  you  may  need  as  you  assist 
your  pastor  so  that  he  can  retire  with 
the  dignity  and  security  that  his  call- 
ing deserves. 

Every  Christmas,  the  Minister's 
Program  sends  a  gift  of  $125  to  all 
ministers  age  65  and  older.  Remem- 
ber, this  is  a  gift  from  the  churches  of 
the  Convention  to  men  who  have  lit- 
erally given  their  lives  to  the  Gospel 
ministry  and  this  program  is  a  way 
of  saying  we  remember  you,  and  are 
grateful  for  what  you  have  done.  We 
encourage  our  churches  to  support 
this  program  and  the  response  has 
been  excellent.  However,  we  still 
have  churches  that  do  not  give  at  all 
to  this  program  and  we  would  like 
to  invite  them  to  make  2005  the  year 
they  say  "Thank  you." 

Another  program  we  offer  to  our 
ministers  and  their  wives  is  the 
Minister's  Widows  Fund  and  the 
Surviving  Minister's  Fund.  This  past 
year  several  thousand  dollars  were 
paid  out  in  the  form  of  benefits  in 
these  two  programs.  For  those  who 
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participate,  this  program  provides  a  meaningful  gift  from 
fellow  ministers  during  a  time  of  loss.  Every  married  min- 
ister is  encouraged  to  participate  in  this  program  whereby 
they  contribute  ten  dollars  to  a  fund  and  when  a  partici- 
pating minister  dies  the  proceeds  of  that  fund  are  given 
to  his  widow. 

What  are  we  asking  you  to  do?  Please  pray  for  our  work 
and  after  you  have  prayed  consider  a  gift  that  will  allow 
us  to  continue  the  work  that  we  do.  You  may  not  know 
this  but  over  30  percent  of  our  churches  do  not  support 
the  Minister's  Program.  Does  your  church  support  the 
Minister's  Program?  If  you  answered  "I  don't  know"  to 
this  question,  there  is  a  good  chance  that  your  church 
provided  no  financial  support  to  the  Minister's  Program 
last  year.  Why? 

Perhaps  one  reason  some  ministers  are  hesitant  to  raise 
the  issue  in  the  local  church  is  because  they  may  be  per- 
ceived as  being  self-serving.  I  had  a  treasurer  tell  me  one 
time  that  they  did  not  support  the  Minister's  Program 
because  they  felt  they  paid  their  minister  enough  and  did 
not  see  the  need  to  help  the  Program.  The  Minister's  Pro- 
gram is  for  all  the  ministers  who  are  presently  serving 
and  for  those  who  have  served  so  well. 

If  your  church  supports  the  program  please  accept  our 
thanks  on  behalf  of  our  ministers.  If  your  church  does 
not  support  the  program  please — reconsider.  Please  tell 
us  what  we  need  to  do  to  earn  the  truth  and  confidence 


necessary  to  receive  your  support.  The  only  operating 
income  we  receive  is  dependent  on  the  generosity  of 
God's  people — you. 

The  only  limit  to  the  scope  of  this  program  is  the  level 
of  support  we  receive  from  you,  the  local  church.  Your 
gift  to  us  is  a  sacred  trust  and  we  make  every  effort  to 
provide  the  greatest  benefit  to  our  ministers  with  a  mini- 
mum outlay  for  administrative  costs. 

While  our  financial  report  shows  over  one  million  dol- 
lars on  deposit,  these  funds  are  divided  into  individual 
retirement  accounts  for  ministers  and  reserve  funds.  This 
money  belongs  to  the  men  who  are  preparing  for  their 
retirement  and  cannot  be  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

We  hope  that  you  appreciate  this  fact  and  that  you  will 
continue  to  support  this  program  with  your  prayers  and 
gifts.  Will  you  be  a  part  of  this  ministry?  The  challenges 
we  present  to  the  church  have  not  increased  in  eleven 
years. 

We  ask  that  you  consider  the  following  challenge: 

For  churches  with: 

less  than  100  members  $150 

100-149   $300 

150-199   $400 

Over  200   $500 


For  additional  information  or  questions,  please  write  or  call: 

The  Reverend  Donald  Fader  •  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  523-5800 
The  Reverend  Phillip  Boykin,  Chairman  •  The  Reverend  Sherman  Dilley,  Vice  Chairman 
The  Reverend  Stanley  Buck  •  Mr.  Randall  Smith  •  The  Reverend  Richard  Glosson 


WHERE  DOES  THE  MONEY  GO? 


•  Each  year  ministers  65  and  over  receive  a  gift  in  the 
amount  of  $125  during  Operation  Christmas  Cheer. 
Once  again,  it  is  your  support  that  makes  this  pos- 
sible. Many  of  these  men  are  your  former  pastors  and 
friends  who,  because  of  advancing  age,  are  no  longer 
able  to  attend  the  conferences  and  conventions  but 
are  truly  touched  by  a  gift  from  the  churches  of  this 
Convention. 

•  All  administrative  costs  incurred  in  the  management 
of  the  retirement  program  are  paid  by  the  Program 
and  are  not  charged  to  the  individual  ministers,  as  is 
the  case  in  commercial  retirement  programs.  This  cost 
runs  in  the  thousands  of  dollars  each  year  but  is  paid 
completely  by  your  gifts. 


•  The  cost  of  Minister's  Widows  Fund  and  the  Surviv- 
ing Ministers  Fund  are  paid  by  the  Program  so  that 
all  of  the  enrollment  fees  go  to  the  survivor  and  not 
one  dime  is  used  to  pay  costs. 

•  The  Board  works  very  hard  to  control  the  expenses  of 
the  Program  and  this  year  only  15  cents  of  every  dol- 
lar received  from  all  sources  was  spent  in  administra- 
tion. 

•  We  sponsor  seminars  which  are  subsidized  so  that  the 
minister  only  pays  a  fraction  of  the  cost  to  attend. 

•  Hardship  Grants  are  available  up  to  $1,000  for  minis- 
ters in  extreme  need. 
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CLERGY  APPRECIATION  DAY 
Sunday,  October  8,  2006 

The  Minister's  Program  would  like  to  remind  all  churches  that  October  8, 2006,  has  been  designated  by  the 
Convention  as  Clergy  Appreciation  Day.  While  each  of  us  appreciates  our  pastor,  this  day  gives  you  an 
excuse  to  do  something  special  for  him.  He  stands  with  you  in  times  of  sorrow  and  tragedy  as  well  as  those 
moments  of  joy  that  all  families  experience.  Sometimes  we  forget  to  say  thank  you  for  all  he  does  but  the 
Bible  reminds  us  in  Galatians  6:10: 

As  we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  unto  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith. 

We  encourage  each  church  member  to  do  something  on  this  day  to  show  that  you  care.  Here  are  some  ideas: 

•  A  card  shower  with  gift  certificates  or  checks. 

•  Offer  a  getaway  place.  If  a  member  has  a  cottage,  timeshare, 
or  condo,  offer  it  to  the  pastor  for  a  week. 

•  Donate  air  miles.  If  you  travel  and  accumulate  frequent  flier 
miles,  look  into  giving  some  to  your  pastor. 

•  A  subscription  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  or  other  magazine. 

•  A  new  suit  or  pair  of  shoes. 

•  A  financial  gift. 

•  A  surprise  vacation. 

•  Volunteer  expertise.  Are  there  people  in  your  church  with 
special  talents  like  auto  repair,  hair  stylists,  computer  pro- 
grammers, or  lawn  care  professionals?  Give  the  pastor  a  one- 
time offer. 

•  Offer  to  babysit  and  give  the  pastor  and  his  wife  a  night 
out. 


The  gift  doesn't  have  to  be  extravagant.  Anything  from  the  heart 
will  mean  a  lot. 

Brought  to  you  by  the  Minister's  Program 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  MINISTER'S  PROGRAM 
Serving  the  churches  and  ministers  by  providing: 

•  Quality  retirement  planning 
•  Seminars  and  educational  opportunities 

•  The  Christmas  Cheer  Program 
for  all  ministers  age  65  and  older 

•  The  Minister's  Widows  Fund 
•  The  Surviving  Minister's  Fund 

•  Publications  to  assist  in  compensation  planning 
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Part  2:  Imagesetter  and  Printer 


You've  seen  our  list  of  needs  and  our  support  forms 
in  the  front  of  the  past  several  issues  of  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  Hopefully,  someone  at  your  church  has  shared 
our  letters  with  you  concerning  our  fundraising  cam- 
paign. Hopefully,  you  also  read  Part  1:  Computers,  in 
last  month's  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  (If  you  missed  the 
article,  it  was  on  pages  12-13.)  But  maybe  you're  still 
wondering,  "Why  does  the  Press  need  all  this  new 
equipment?"  or  "What  in  the  world  does  some  of  this 
equipment  do?"  This  month's  article  hopes  to  go  a  step 
further  in  answering  those  questions  by  discussing  our 
need  for  a  direct-to-negative  image  setter  and  a  Xante 
Illumina  Printer. 

Currently,  our  printing  process  goes  something  like 
this:  once  a  piece  of  work  (i.e.,  a  page  in  The  Free  Will 
Baptist,  or  other  job  work)  is  completely  edited  and  cor- 
rected, a  copy  is  printed  out  on  paper.  Then,  Jerry  Goff, 
our  graphic  arts  manager,  takes  the  paper  to  the  dark- 
room and  makes  a  negative  of  it.  Several  other  steps 
are  done  with  the  negative,  such  as  cutting  it,  before  it 
is  turned  into  the  final  copy  (i.e.,  the  magazine  you  are 
holding  in  your  hand  right  now).  Each  time  photo- 
graphs and  other  images  are  transferred  from  one  form 
to  another  (i.e.,  from  the  computer  to  paper,  from 
paper  to  the  negative)  it  loses  what  is  called  resolution. 
In  other  words,  the  quality  of  the  picture  decreases  with 
each  step,  sometimes  resulting  in  the  people  not  being 
recognizable  in  the  final  product. 

With  a  direct- to-negative  imagesetter,  we  will  be  able 
to  eliminate  many  steps.  Instead  of  our  current  pro- 
cess, we  will  print  directly  from  the  computers  to  the 
negatives!  This  means  the  quality  of  the  picture  will 
not  decrease:  what  we  see  on  our  computer  screens  will 
be  what  you  see  in  your  copy  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
The  quality  of  pictures  you  now  see  are  somewhere 
between  70  to  75  dots  per  inch.  The  quality  of  pictures 


with  the  direct-to-negative  image  setter  will  improve 
to  150  dots  per  inch!  Imagine  the  difference  you  will 
see!  It's  almost  like  going  from  watching  a  show  on  a 
television  with  an  antenna,  to  watching  the  show  on  a 
High  Definition  Television  (HDTV)  hooked  up  to 
cable! 

The  Xante  IUumina  Printer  will  also  decrease  the  time 
it  takes  for  us  to  produce  The  Free  Will  Baptist  and  other 
publications  and  job  work.  It  will  enable  us  to  do  small, 
full-color  jobs  quicker  and  more  efficiently,  and  the  out- 
come will  be  a  higher  quality.  This  machine  will  enable 
us  to  have  color  on  the  inside  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
instead  of  just  on  the  front  and  back  covers.  Further- 
more, every  computer  in  the  editorial  department  will 
be  networked  together  and  we  will  be  able  to  print  di- 
rectly to  this  printer,  thus  eliminating  the  need  for  indi- 
vidual printers  in  each  office. 

Again,  both  of  these  pieces  of  equipment  will  result 
in  our  capability  to  produce  more  professional  publi- 
cations complete  with  greater  design,  artwork,  and  pho- 
tographs, and  in  less  time  than  we  are  able  to  do  so 
now.  With  the  time  that  will  be  saved,  we  will  be  able 
to  do  more  and  more  to  serve  you — the  people  of  our 
denomination! 

We  hope  you,  your  auxiliary,  your  Layman's  League, 
and  your  church  will  take  all  of  these  needed  improve- 
ments into  consideration  when  discussing  how  much 
you  can  contribute  to  our  fundraising  campaign.  Since 
the  printing  of  last  month's  article,  we  have  received 
$3,367.71,  and  our  supporters  have  grown  to  include 
48  churches,  church  groups,  individuals,  and  busi- 
nesses. We  greatly  appreciate  everything  that  has  been 
given  to  our  campaign  so  far,  but  we  still  need 
$112,363.29.  Won't  you  join  the  others  and  support 
The  Press  to  $125,000,  so  we  can  better  serve  YOU? 
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UNUSUAL  BIRTHDAY  PRESENT 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 


Lili  is  a  young  Gypsy  lady  who 
helps  Lydia  in  the  household  and 
keeps  our  house  really  in  order.  Some 
days  before  her  birthday  we  were 
drinking  a  cup  of  coffee  together, 
because  Lydia  and  Tezdjan  who 
usually  take  care  for  that  were  both 
gor\e.  While  enjoying  the  break  I 
asked  her:  "When  shall  I  pay  you 
your  work  hours?"  Some  weeks 
earlier  she  said  to  me:  "I  like  to  save 
my  salary  to  be  able  to  celebrate  my 
birthday  with  my  friends." 

Two  days  before  her  birthday  she 
refused  to  take  her  money  yet: 
"Willem,  I  don't  want  to  use  this 
money  for  celebration,  because  in 
Kavarna  I  met  a  father  with  two  little 
children  who  live  under  very  bizarre 
circumstances.  The  father  gathers 
their  daily  food  from  the  large  trash 
containers  and  the  children  are  most 
of  the  time  at  home  alone.  They  are 
not  taken  care  of  well  and  they  are 
very  dirty,  wearing  torn  clothes.  They 


are  not  washed  since  a  long  time,  it  is 
terrible." 

Then  she  started  to  shake  and  to 
weep:  "How  can  it  be  that  people  live 
in  such  miserable  circumstances?  Oh 
these  poor  kids." 

While  continuing  to  drink  our 
coffee,  we  made  our  plan  and  agreed 
that  each  of  us  should  pay  half  the 
cost  to  be  able  to  buy  the  bare 
necessities  for  this  family.  The  next 
day  she  went  to  Kavarna,  which  is  20 
kilometers  from  Balchik.  In  a  black 
trash  bag,  she  took  with  her  some 
food,  used  clothes  (which  she  bought 
in  a  special  "second-hand  shop"), 
toilet  soap,  and  shampoo,  cleaning 
materials  for  the  plates,  pots,  and 
pans  as  well  as  for  cleaning  the  house. 
The  whole  day  she  worked  hard  and 
changed  the  situation  somehow  and 
when  the  father  came  home  he  could 
not  believe  his  eyes. 

The  other  day  she  came  to  work 
with  us  again  and  shared  her 
experience:  "This  is  the  best  birthday 
I  ever  had  in  my  22  years." 

Two  weeks  later,  Lydia  took  her 
back  to  the  same  family  by  car.  The 
children  were  very  happy  to  see  Lili 
again,  but  also  with  the  attention  they 
received,  the  new  boots,  and  some 
more  clothes.  It  was  very  cold  and  the 
father  said  to  Lili  and  Lydia:  "When 
it  is  very  cold  I  don't  go  out  for  food, 
but  burn  the  heater  as  hot  as  is 
possible.  I  need  to  take  care  of  these 
two  children,  because  their  mother 
doesn't  want  them  and  she  has  run 
away  from  us.  When  it  is  so  cold,  I 
go  early  in  the  mornings  and  late  in 
the  evenings  out  to  find  food  from  the 
large  trash  containers  to  feed 
ourselves." 


From  Lydia,  I  heard  that  the  house 
is  neither  plastered  outside  nor 
inside.  It  is  moist  and  the  cold  wind 
has  free  play  through  the  holes  in  the 
walls  and  through  the  gaps  in  the 
window  and  door  frames.  She  said: 
"In  one  word  'terrible.'  This  cannot 
be;  they  cannot  continue  to  live  like 
that.  What  do  you  advise  me  to  do?" 

I  could  only  answer:  "Have 
compassion  and  care  for  these  people 
and  do  what  your  conscience  tells 
you  to  do.  We  have  some  limited 
means  in  the  relief  fund,  because 
Harold  sent  some  extra  money  for 
relief." 

The  father  behaves  somehow 
retarded,  but  he  is  very  good  to  his 
son  and  daughter  and  loves  them 
very  much.  During  the  cold  days  he 
heats  the  room  with  everything  that 
is  inflammable  and  daily  he  brings  in 
some  food  that  others  throw  away. 

Lili  is  still  very  concerned  about  the 
two  little  ones.  She  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  "It  has  been  a  blessing 
to  give  on  my  birthday — the  best 
birthday  present  I  can  ever  wish." 
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A  UNIQUE  BIRTHDAY  PARTY 

by  Rose  M.  Rhodes 

The  August  meeting  of  the  Rains  Crossroads  OFWB 
Woman's  Auxiliary  was  a  unique  one.  We  celebrated 
the  birthday  of  Lili,  a  Gypsy  from  Bulgaria.  It  was 
here  we  were  given  the  opportunity  to  honor  Jesus  in 
Lili's  life  as  well  as  our  own. 

Lilli's  story  that  was  published  in  the  June  issue  of 
Command  was  discussed  at  our  July  auxiliary  meet- 
ing. (You  can  also  read  it  on  the  previous  page:  "Un- 
usual Birthday  Present/')  As  a  group  we  decided  to 
have  a  fundraiser  to  help  celebrate  her  birthday  Our 
gifts  were  either  $1  for  each  year  of  our  individual 
ages  or  a  free-will  offering.  The  gift  totaled  $700.  This 
was  sent  to  Foreign  Missions  to  be  used  in  the  Emer- 
gency Relief  Fund. 

On  a  lace-covered  table  were  a  large,  tall,  white 
candle  and  two  containers  of  small,  colored  candles. 
Each  auxiliary  member  chose  a  small  candle  and  then 
lit  it  from  the  center  candle  which  represented  Christ, 
our  Light.  After  the  lighting  of  each  member's  candle 
we  enjoyed  birthday  cake,  punch,  nuts  and  other  party  foods. 

God's  Spirit  has  breathed  on  us  causing  us  to  have  compassion  and  love  for  those  who  do  His  work  here  on  Earth. 


Left  to  right, first  row:  joy  Woodard,  Ldlian  Radford,  Rose  Rhodes,  Jackie 
Weaver.  Second  row:  Rose  Rains,  Joan  Edwards,  Pat  Radford,  Brenda 
Edwards,  Nancy  Rains.  Third  row:  Ann  Radford,  Debbie  Heath,  Blanche 
House,  Frances  Radford,  Dot  Franks,  JoAnn  Woodard,  Myra  Rowe,  and 
Rose  Holtand. 


CENTRAL  YOUTH  CAMP—  PALAWAN,  PHILIPPINES 

by  Pastor  Raul  Glfo 

April  17-24,  2006,  the 
Central  District  of  Palawan 
First  FWB  Church  had  a 
Youth  Summer  Camp  held 
at  the  Palawan  Bible  Col- 
lege campus.  There  were  al- 
most 60  young  people  who 
registered.  The  lecturers 
and  speakers  gave  empha- 
ses to  the  topic  "Pagkahaisa  ng  mga  kabataan  tungo  sa  Paglago  ng  Eglisia":  "Each  one  doing  their  part  in  the  church." 

I  thank  God  that  through  His  Word  the  young  people  realized  their  importance  to  the  church.  I  praise  the  Lord  for  His 
goodness  and  provisions. 

BAPTISMAL  SERVICE 

by  Nerry  Peralta 

In  God's  grace  we  thank  Him 
for  His  unceasing  love  for  the 
lost. 

I  was  invited  to  First  FWB 
Church,  Tabon,  Quezon, 
Palawan  on  May  21,  2006  with 
Pastor  Amorio  Lansap,  to  con- 
duct a  baptismal  service.  There 
were  six  souls  who  followed  God  through  Christian  baptism.  We  are  happy  to  see  people  deciding  to  obey  God.  I  believe 
that  as  long  as  we  dedicate  ourselves  in  service  to  God,  He  will  not  forget  our  labor  for  Him.  It  will  bring  much  fruit. 

Please  pray  for  those  souls  that  they  will  become  strong  in  their  faith  as  they  continue  following  Christ. 
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OWENS  FAMILY 
VISIT  CHILDREN'S 
HOME 


Pastor  Chuck  Owens,  along  with  his 
wife,  Paula,  and  daughter,  Hannah,  came 
by  the  Home  on  August  25  to  drop  off 
school  supplies  that  had  been  collected  by 
their  church,  Pleasant  Hill  OFWB, 
Pikeville. 


JACKSON  HEIGHTS 
VISITS  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

On  August  19, 
members  of  Jackson 
Heights  OFWB 
Church  came  to 
visit.  Along  with  the 
pastor,  the  Rev. 
Ashley  Summerlin, 
and  his  wife, 
Cynthia,  came  62 
members  of  the  con- 
gregation, young 
and  old,  and  17  guest 
bikers.  We  all  shared 
a  delicious  lunch,  and  anyone  who  wanted  to,  played  games,  rode  4-wheelers,  and 
motorcycles.  Seems  to  me  I  have  heard  a  saying  about  a  generation  gap.  Well, 
there  was  definitely  no  generation  gap  this  day.  The  youngest  rider  on  the  motor- 
cycles was  less  than  fives  years  old,  and  the  oldest,  was  more  than  80  years  old.  It 
was  a  wonderful  day  made  of  happy  memories;  the  faces  on  the  children,  staff, 
and  visitors  told  it  all.  The  day  came  to  a  close  with  fresh  cut  watermelon  for 
everyone,  and  a  presentation  of  51  backpacks  and  a  $3,110  check  for  our  Change 
for  Children  Campaign  money  collected  by  the  members  of  Jackson  Heights. 


INVITATION 


The  Board  of  Directors  invites  you  and  your  guests  to  our  annual  luncheon  for  Friends  of  Children  Apprecia- 
tion Day  on  Saturday,  November  18,  2006, 12  noon,  at  the  Whitley  Center  on  campus.  The  speaker  will  be  the  Rev. 
Philip  Boykin  from  Black  Jack  OFWB  Church,  Greenville.  Special  music  will  be  provided  by  Black  Jack  Church. 

Please  RSVP  by  November  8,  2006 

Number  in  Party  

Name:    Phone:  


Address:   

City:    State:    Zip: 

Please  return  this  form  to: 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  249  •  Middlesex,  NC  27557 
Telephone:  (252)  235-2161  •  Fax:  (252)  235-2625 
Email:  cbatten@fwbchildrenshome.org 
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SHARING  WITH  THE  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


On  August  5,  the  Cape 
Fear  Youth  held  a  "fun  day" 
at  the  Children's  Home. 
There  were  five  different 
churches  from  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  repre- 
sented, totaling  34  visitors. 

An  inspirational  message 
was  brought  by  the  Rev. 
Tim  Webber,  pastor  of  Core 
Point  Chapel  FWB  Church. 

We  shared  a  casual  meal  of  deli  sandwiches,  chips,  and  desserts.  School  supplies,  cleaning  supplies,  toiletries,  and 
linens  were  given  to  the  Home  during  the  visit.  The  residents  enjoyed  the  games  and  fellowship,  especially  the  bead 
crafts. 


NEW  PASTOR 
FOR  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 

On  July  1,  2006,  Pastor 
Allen  Stanley  accepted  the 
pastorate  at  Memorial 
Chapel.  Pastor  Stanley  was 
licensed  in  1993,  and  or- 
dained in  1995.  Before  com- 
ing to  the  Children's  Home, 
he  was  pastor  at  Stancil's 
Chapel  Church  in  Kenly 
(1995-2000),  and  then  May's 
Chapel  Church,  Dudley,  NC 
(2000-2005). 

Pastor  Stanley  and  his 
wife,  Connie,  reside  in 
Selma,  NC.  They  are  excited  about  the  challenges  that  lie 
ahead,  and  know  that  God  has  directed  them  to  the 
Children's  Home. 

Please  join  us  in  welcoming  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Stanley  as 
they  minister  together  with  the  children  and  staff  of  the 
Children's  Home. 


NEEDS  LIST 

•  Scientific  Calculators  (15) 
Hair  Care  Products  (for  African  American  children) 
•  Portable  Helium  Tank 
•  Twin  Comforters 
•  Kitchen  Towels 
•  Ink  cartridges  and  printer  paper  for 
Cottage  computers  (call  for  specifics) 


THANKS  FOR  SHARING! 
CHANGE  FOR  CHILDREN  2006 
TOTAL  $  52,416.95 
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(RflCMOMT  Assembly 


1233  North  Fork  Road  •  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711  •  (828)  669-7677 


FALL  RETREATS  AT  CRAGMONT 

What  is  there  to  do  on  a  weekend  retreat 
at  Cragmont?  Good  question — and  one  that 
is  frequently  asked.  Allow  us  to  share  a  few 
of  the  opportunities  available. 

Only  minutes  away  "downtown  Black 
Mountain"  offers  a  wide  variety  of  specialty 
shops  and  stores  for  a  pleasant  time  of  shop- 
ping, and  only  minutes  away  is  the 
Asheville  Farmers'  Market  and  the  huge 
Asheville  Mall.  While  women  are  shopping, 
the  men  can  pass  the  time  playing  golf  on  a 
number  of  beautiful  mountain  golf  courses, 
many  less  than  one  hour  from  Cragmont — 
or  you  can  simply  enjoy  rocking  on  the 
porch  or  in  front  of  the  fireplace.  Family  op- 
portunities only  minutes  away  include  the 
Asheville  Fun  Depot  (games,  mini-golf,  la- 
ser tag,  go  carts — all  in  a  Christian  atmo- 
sphere) and  Biltmore  House  and  Gardens. 

Less  than  two  hours  away  are  great  group 
and  family  activities  such  as  Historic 
Hendersonville,  Maggie  Valley,  Cherokee 
Indian  Reservation,  the  outdoor  drama 
"Unto  These  Hills,"  Emerald  Village  Gem 
Mining  in  Little  Switzerland,  Linville  Cav- 
erns outside  of  Marion,  Grandfather  Moun- 
tain, Mount  Mitchell  State  Park,  and  the 
Great  Smoky  Mountain  Railway  in  Dillsboro 
featuring  train  ride  excursions  over  the 
Nantahala  Gorge,  Tuckasegee  River,  and 
Fontana  Trestle — or  you  can  simply  sit  and 
rock. 

If  you  want  to  drive  a  little,  in  just  over 
two  hours  you  can  find  yourself  in  Pigeon 
Forge,  Tennessee  and  enjoy  such  attractions 
as  Dollywood,  the  Dixie  Stampede  dinner 
and  show,  the  Louise  Mandrell  Theatre  (2006 
is  her  final  season)  and  other  enjoyable  fam- 
ily entertainment  such  as  the  Comedy  Barn. 
Dads  can  take  the  kids  to  numerous  fun  at- 
tractions and  go-cart  tracks  while  moms  visit  the  Tanger  Outlet  Center — or  you  can  simply  sit  and  rock. 

During  the  winter,  youth  groups  can  be  snow  skiing  within  an  hour  at  Wolf  Laurel  Ski  Resort  or  travel  about  two 
hours  and  be  at  Sugar  or  Beech  Mountains.  And  while  youth  leaders  are  helping  them  enjoy  such  an  outing — you 
guessed  it — the  parents  can  sit  in  front  of  the  fireplace  and  rock. 

So  yes,  there  is  much  to  do  while  enjoying  a  weekend  or  weekday  retreat.  That's  right,  we  offer  weekday  retreats 
that  are  enjoyed  by  those  who  are  retired  but  not  yet  tired.  Please  check  out  our  newly  renovated  website  at 
<www.cragmontassembly.com>  or  call  us  toll  free  at  (877)  669-7677  to  reserve  a  weekend  or  weekday  retreat. 
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Suhday  School  Nijiistry 


PO  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  746-4963 


YOUTH  CARE  PROJECT 


Why  should  I  care  about  our  young  people?  This  statement  is  heard  far  more  times  than  we  care  to  imagine.  We  should 
care  because  not  only  are  the  young  people  our  church  of  the  future,  they  are  our  church  today.  To  comply  with  Jesus' 
mandate  as  found  in  the  "Great  Commission,"  it  is  our  duty,  responsibility,  and  obligation  to  make  disciples  wherever  we 
find  people  and  teach  them  to  observe  whatever  Jesus  commanded.  The  church  MUST  assume  the  responsibility  of  deliver- 
ing the  message  that  the  youth  inside  and  outside  our  churches  deserve  our  care  and  concern.  If  we  want  them  to  lead 
biblically  moral  and  ethical  lives,  we  must  demonstrate  that  in  our  lives.  The  youth  of  today  look  up  to  the  adults  to  be 
leaders  in  spiritual  concepts  in  both  word  and  deed.  The  children  must  see  and  experience  mutual  respect,  duty  to  and 
caring  for  others  whether  or  not  we  are  in  the  confines  of  the  church.  They  must  see  us  practice  what  we  preach  so  readily. 

The  Statement  of  Commitment  of  the  OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry  through  its  mission  and  vision  is  committed  not  only 
to  share  Jesus  Christ  with  the  adults  in  our  churches,  but  the  young  people  as  well.  While  the  mission  is  to  assist  churches  in 
developing  the  knowledge,  skills,  and  attitudes  that  will  enable  people  to  go,  teach,  and  make  disciples  in  each  of  our 
communities,  the  vision  is  to  maintain  its  commitment  to  teaching  and  learning  for  everyone  while  remaining  true  to  the 
belief  that  the  message  of  salvation  comes  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  Just  simply  saying  the  words  is  not  enough, 
we  have  to  demonstrate  that  we  are  dedicated  and  committed  to  bringing  about  a  sense  of  spiritual  transformation  in  our 
youth.  As  the  young  people  become  more  literate  in  biblical  study,  they  are  asking  questions  that  will  help  them  live  a  life 
that  is  pleasing  to  God.  We,  as  the  adult  leaders  in  the  church,  should  stand  ready  to  lead  and  guide  them  in  their  biblical 
study  and  not  be  afraid  of  the  questions  that  are  asked  nor  the  answers  that  come  from  diligent  study  of  God's  Word. 

In  an  effort  to  carry  out  the  "Great  Commission,"  the  Sunday  School  Ministry  is  undertaking  a  work  to  assist  local  churches 
in  implementing  Vacation  Bible  School  for  the  youth  in  their  church  and  community,  as  well  as  continuing  the  Camp  Schol- 
arships for  those  youth  in  financial  need.  Your  contribution  will  help  us  attain  the  goal  of  teaching,  reaching,  and  equipping 
young  people  wherever  we  find  them.  REMEMBER:  These  young  people  are  our  present  and  our  future.  Therefore,  we 
must  now,  more  than  ever,  teach,  reach,  and  equip  our  children  in  order  for  the  church  to  speak  out  in  the  communities  for 
God  instead  of  sitting  back  and  watching  society  come  into  the  church  and  dictate  the  church's  message. 

Would  you  join  with  the  Sunday  School  Ministry  as  it  seeks  to  minister  to  our  children? 

I  1 

I  (We)  want  to  show  that  I  (We)  care  by  committing  in  the  following  way(s): 

_  By  praying  daily  for  our  youth. 

_  By  contribution  to  the  Camp  Scholarship  Fund  in  the  amount  of  . 


 By  volunteering  time  to  help  other  churches  through  Vacation  Bible  School. 

 By  contributing  money  to  assist  the  Ministry  in  its  endeavors  to  Teach,  Reach,  and  Equip  young  people  by  implementing  Vacation 

Bible  School  in  local  communities. 

 I  can  make  a  one-time  gift  in  the  amount  of  to  assist  in  the  Vacation  Bible  School  efforts. 

 I  can  give  an  offering  of  per  month  to  assist  in  the  Vacation  Bible  School  efforts. 

 By  sharing  the  Gospel  of  Christ  with  the  young  people  in  my  church  and  community. 

 By  being  a  role  model  for  the  young  people  in  my  church  and  community. 

Name:   


Address: 


City:  State:  Zip: 

Church:  


Complete  the  form  above,  detach,  and  return  to:  Youth  Care  Project, -OFWB  Sunday  School  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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Houot  Olive  (ollece 


634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  (919)  658-2502  •  (800)  653-0854 


CP/ease  join  us  for  t/ie  dedication  of  CPope  T&)effness  Genter 


Saturday,  October  28,  2006  2 

CRecep/ion  immediately  following. 
lo)e  will iiaue  an  open  House  and /our  of  aff  i/iree  of-  /tie  new  t>uifcfinys  from  1—5  T.7K. 

Cior  more  in  forma/ ion  caff:  ( 919 )  638-7491 


TRANSFORMING  LIVES— EVENING  COLLEGE 

ADMISSIONS  REPRESENTATIVES  IN  YOUR  COUNTY 

Mount  Olive  College  admissions  representatives  will  be  traveling  to  high  school /college  fairs  this  fall.  Tim  Woodard, 
director  of  admissions,  and  admissions  representatives  Jamie  Massengill,  Brad  Evans,  and  Kevin  Daniels  will  be  visit- 
ing with  high  school  students  to  let  them  know  about  college  opportunities.  Watch  for  them  in  your  county.  Call 
(800)  653-0854  to  find  out  when  they  will  be  in  your  area. 

ONE  NIGHT  A  WEEK  ENROLLMENT  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  WORKING  ADULTS: 


Evening  College  at  Mount  Olive 

Heritage  Plus  Associate  Degree  Program  starts 

October  3,  2006. 
Management  and  Organizational  Development  (MOD)  starts 

October  26,  2006. 
Contact    Allison    Sullivan    at    (800)    653-0854  or 

<asullivan@moc.edu>. 


Mount  Olive  College  at  New  Bern 

Criminal  Justice  Administration  (CJA)  starts  October  2, 2006. 
Management  of  Informations  Systems  (MIS)  starts 

October  3,  2006. 
Health  Care  Management  (HCM)  starts  October  9,  2006. 
Management  and  Organizational  Development  (MOD)  starts 

October  16,  2006. 
Contact  Julia  Pacilli  at  (800)  NEW  GOAL  [(800)  639-4625]  or 

<jpacilli@moc.edu>. 
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Mount  Olive  College  at  Research  Triangle  Park 

Health  Care  Management  (HCM)  starts  October  2,  2006. 
Early  Childhood  Education  (ECE)  starts  October  16,  2006. 
Contact  Dr.  Robin  Spaid  at  (800)  NEW  GOAL  [(800)  639-4625] 
or  <rspaid@moc.edu>. 

Mount  Olive  College  at  Washington 

Criminal  Justice  Administration  (CJA)  starts  October  12, 2006. 
Contact  Jenni  Smith  at  (800)  NEW  GOAL  [(800)  639-4625]  or 
<jsmith@moc.edu>. 

Mount  Olive  College  at  Wilmington 

Management  of  Informations  Systems  (MIS)  starts 

October  2,  2006. 
Criminal  Justice  Administration  (CJA)  starts  October  16, 2006. 
Management  and  Organizational  Development  (MOD)  starts 

October  18,  2006. 
Contact  Lisa  Ramsey  at  (800)  NEW  GOAL  [(800)  639-4625]  or 

<lramsey@moc.edu>. 

17    October  2006 


2006  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  DINNERS 


Since  1963  Mount  Olive  College  has  had  an  annual  campaign  among  OFWB  churches  in  various  counties  known  as 
the  Dinners.  Through  the  dinners,  the  College  and  the  OFWB  churches  have  the  opportunity  to  share  in  the  ministry  of 
Christian  higher  education.  These  dinners  were  begun  to  assist  the  College  in  its  financial  development  as  a  ministry 
of  the  OFWB  Church.  The  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  or  Free  Spirit  provide  a  musical  program  for  all  the  dinners 
giving  the  churches  the  opportunity  to  see  firsthand  the  students  in  whom  they  are  making  an  investment. 

All  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  are  invited  to  attend  the  dinner  in  their  county.  Reservations  to  attend  should  be  made 
through  their  local  church  chairperson.  However,  for  more  information  anyone  may  contact  Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  Direc- 
tor of  Church  Support,  at  (919)  658-7744  or  (800)  653-0854  or  <jfackiss@moc.edu>.  Dates  for  each  of  the  dinners  are 
listed  below. 

JONES  COUNTY,  Monday,  October  2,  7  p.m.,  Pilgrim's  Home  Church  near  Dover.  Gene  Burkett,  Chair.  Goal:  $8,375 

EDGECOMBE  COUNTY,  Thursday,  October  5,  7  p.m.,  First  Church,  Tarboro.  Doug  Owens,  Chair.  Goal:  $10,600 

LENOIR  COUNTY,  Saturday,  October  7,  6:30  p.m.,  Westside  Church,  Kinston,  Cleo  S.  Hinson,  Chair.  Goal:  $26,900 

GREENE  COUNTY,  Monday,  October  9,  7  p.m.,  Hull  Road  Church  near  Snow  Hill.  Genevieve  M.  Taylor  and  Randy  Beaman,  Co- 
Chairs.  Goal:  $51,800 

NASH  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  October  10,  7  p.m.,  Whitley  Center,  Children's  Home,  Middlesex.  John  R.  Manning,  Chair.  Goal:  $8,675 

ONSLOW-BRUNSWICK  COUNTIES,  Tuesday,  October  17,  7  p.m.  Folkstone  Church,  Folkstone,  Ronnie  Parker,  Chair.  Goal:  $4,150 

BEAUFORT  COUNTY,  Saturday,  October  21,  6:30  p.m.,  Southside  High  School,  Chocowinity.  Billy  Gurkin,  Chair.  Goal:  $14,225 

WAYNE  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  October  24,  7  p.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center,  Mount  Olive  College.  Barbara  Lancaster,  Chair. 
Goal:  $83,650 

PEE  DEE  ASSOCIATION,  Thursday,  October  26,  7  p.m.,  Mount  Calvary  Church  near  Clarkton.  Danny  McPherson,  Chair.  (Gave 
$9,800  at  2005  dinner) 

PAMLICO  COUNTY,  Saturday,  October  28,  6  p.m.,  Mount  Zion  Church,  Vandemere.  Judy  Thaanum  and  Joy  Caroon,  Co-Chairs. 
Goal:  $7,350 

WASHINGTON,  MARTIN,  TYRRELL,  AND  PASQUOTANK  COUNTIES,  Monday,  October  30,  7  p.m.,  Union  Chapel  Church,  Ply- 
mouth. Lloyd  W.  Jones,  Jr.,  Chair.  Goal:  $21,425 

CRAVEN  COUNTY,  Thursday,  November  2,  7  p.m.,  Juniper  Chapel  Church  near  Vanceboro.  Julie  W.  Cox,  Chair.  Goal:  $22,025 

DUPLIN  COUNTY,  Saturday,  November  4,  6  p.m.,  Mount  Olive  College,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center,  Tommy  Benson,  Chair. 
Goal:  $20,500 

JOHNSTON-WAKE  COUNTIES,  Monday,  November  6,  7  p.m.,  Everett  Chapel  Church,  Spiritual  Life  Building,  Clayton.  Keenan 
Hinnant  and  Dee  Farmer,  Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $57,000 

CARTERET  COUNTY,  Saturday,  November  11,6  p.m.,  West  Carteret  High  School,  Morehead  City.  Sheri  S.  Lewis  and  Edgar  Pake, 
Jr.,  Co-Chairs.  Goal:  $11,550 

PITT  COUNTY,  Monday,  November  13,  7  p.m.,  Elm  Grove  Church  near  Ayden.  William  Moore,  Chair.  Goal:  $47,075 

WILSON  COUNTY,  Tuesday,  November  14,  7  p.m.,  Daniel's  Chapel  Church  near  Wilson.  Johnny  Sullivan,  Chair.  Goal:  $52,125 

SAMPSON,  HARNETT,  AND  CUMBERLAND  COUNTIES,  Thursday,  November  16,  7  p.m.,  Robert's  Grove  Church  near  Dunn. 
Lee  Morton  Jernigan,  Chair.  Goal:  $47,925 

2006  TOTAL  DINNER  GOAL:  $505,150 
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MOC  PARTNERS  WITH  CAMPBELL 
UNIVERSITY  TO  OFFER  MUSIC  EDUCATION  PROGRAM 

years  of  study  at  Mount  Olive  College  and  complete  their 
senior  internship  year  at  Campbell  University. 
Given  the  high  demand  for  qualified  music  teachers  in 
public  and  private  schools,  the  program  is  expected  to 
attract  much  attention.  "This  is  something  that  our  stu- 
dents have  been  requesting  for  some  time  now,"  stated 
Dr.  Alan  Armstrong,  chair  of  the  department  of  music. 
"A  music  education  program  has  traditionally  been  the 
strength  of  any  music  program  because  students  know 
that  a  music  education  degree  will  almost  certainly  as- 
sure them  of  immediate  employment  upon  graduation. 
We  have  been  fortunate  in  that  every  one  of  our  Peda- 
gogy graduates  have  been  immediately  employed  by  very 
good  public  schools  to  run  their  choral  or  instrumental 
programs.  But,  students  want  that  teaching  certificate, 
and  that  is  what  this  new  venture  will  allow." 

According  to  Armstrong,  Campbell  was  a  natural  fit. 
"Campbell  has  a  strong  education  program  already  and 
was  willing  to  work  with  us  because  they  know  we  al- 
ready have  a  thriving  performance  program  at  MOC." 

For  more  information  about  the  music  education  pro- 
gram at  MOC,  contact  Dr.  Alan  Armstrong  or  Dr.  Sherri 
Damon  at  (919)  658-2502. 


Dr.  Alan  Armstrong  (on  piano)  rehearses  with  a  group  of  MOC 
students.  Dr.  Sherri  Damon  sings  along  in  the  background. 

Mount  Olive  College  is  partnering  with  Campbell  Uni- 
versity to  offer  a  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  music  edu- 
cation beginning  this  fall.  The  cooperative  agreement 
between  the  two  institutions  offers  the  opportunity  for  a 
baccalaureate  degree  from  Mount  Olive  College,  which 
will  include  teacher  licensure  recommendation  through 
Campbell  University.  Students  complete  their  first  three 


ALUMNI  RECEPTION 


When  students  arrived  on  campus  they  were  greeted  with  an 
Alumni  Reception.  Pictured  here  are  Cathy  Woodard,  Jerry 
Woodard,  Keith  Woodard,  George  Michael  Mitchell,  Amy  Mitchell, 
Anna  Mitchell,  grandmother  of  a  current  student,  and  Linda 
McLendon,  the  alumni  hostess  for  the  reception. 


Left  to  right:  Carolyn  Fader  Hill,  vice  president  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Fader;  Elaine  O. 
Kennedy,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Owens;  Tammy  L.  Ander- 
son, Owens'  granddaughter;  Danielle  Sanderson,  Owens'  great- 
granddaughter,  and  a  freshman  at  MOC;  and  Linda  McLendon, 
alumna. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Carolina  Brass  Band  •  Friday,  October  20  •  the  Auditorium  in  the  W.  Burkette  and  Rose  M.  Raper  Hall 
As  a  national  touring  ensemble  and  Summit  Recording  Artist,  Carolina  Brass  has  quickly  become  the  premiere  brass 
ensemble  of  the  southeast,  raising  the  bar  for  music  performance  and  education  in  America.  From  the  elegance  and 
grace  of  beautiful  classical  music  to  the  hard  driving  sound  of  a  big  band,  their  winning  combination  of  virtuosity  and 
humor  brings  a  fresh  approach  to  great  music  of  all  types,  engaging  audiences  in  a  vibrant  and  energetic  musical  expe- 
rience. The  performance  begins  at  7:00  PM.  General  admission  tickets  are  $10  and  can  be  purchased  in  advance  by 
calling  Pinda  Owens  at  (919)  658-2502. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  RANKS 
HIGH  IN  NCICU  ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  2005  North  Carolina  Indepen- 
dent Colleges  and  Universities 
(NCICU)  Annual  Report  is  out  and 
by  all  measures  Mount  Olive  College, 
with  its  six  locations  in  eastern  North 
Carolina,  is  still  one  of  the  best  bar- 
gains in  higher  education. 

Out  of  the  35  private  colleges  and 
universities  in  North  Carolina, 
Mount  Olive  College  ranked  as  the 
third  most  affordable.  The  average 
increase  in  tuition  and  fees  from 
2004-2005  to  2005-2006  was  5.9%  for 
NCICU  institutions,  which  was  con- 
sistent with  the  average  increase  of 
6%  among  private  colleges  and  uni- 
versities nationally.  Mount  Olive 
College,  however,  only  reported  a 
5.4%  increase  in  tuition  and  fees. 

"When  considering  a  private  col- 
lege education,  students'  first  concern 
should  not  be  the  burden  of  how  to 
pay  for  it.  Finding  the  "right  fit,"  the 


best  education,  and  the  most  positive 
environment  for  each  student  should 
be  the  top  priority.  Every  worthy  and 
capable  student  should  have  an  op- 
portunity to  attain  a  college 
education.  By  combining  institu- 
tional scholarships  and  grant  pro- 
grams with  federal  and  state  assis- 
tance and  installment  payment  op- 
tions and  financial  planning,  Mount 
Olive  College  makes  college  possible 
for  deserving  and  qualified  stu- 
dents," noted  Dr.  Barbara  Kornegay, 
vice  president  for  enrollment  at 
Mount  Olive  College. 

While  the  NCICU  report  only  in- 
dicated a  slight  increase  of  1%  in  the 
overall  NC  independent  college  un- 
dergraduate full-time  equivalent  en- 
rollment for  fall  2004-2005,  Mount 
Olive  College  reported  a  7.2%  in- 
crease in  its  enrollment  numbers; 
making  it  the  second  fastest  growing 


private  college  in  North  Carolina. 
Only  Guilford  College  reported  a 
higher  percentage  of  growth  in  their 
undergraduate  full-time  enrollment. 

Looking  at  the  past  five  years, 
NCICU  reported  for  senior  indepen- 
dent colleges  an  average  4.0% 
increase  in  full-time  equivalent 
enrollment.  Mount  Olive  College 
boasted  a  48.4%  FTE  increase,  over  10 
times  the  state  average. 

"Mount  Olive  College  exerts  every 
effort  to  deliver  a  quality  educational 
experience  for  a  wide  segment  of 
North  Carolina  citizens  at  the  best 
price  achievable,"  stated  Dr.  J.  Will- 
iam Byrd,  president  of  the  College. 
"The  growing  number  of  students 
who  study  with  us  each  year  is  a  tes- 
timony to  the  impact  the  College  has 
on  transforming  lives  and  opportu- 
nity through  innovation  and  commit- 
ment." 


OFWB  STUDENTS— FALL  SEMESTER  2006 


Free  Will  Baptist  students  enrolled  for  the  Fall  2006  semester  at  Mount  Olive  College  (not  all  Free  Will  Baptist  students  are  shown). 


The  Free  Will  Baptist    20    October  2006 


EVANS  NAMED  ADMISSIONS  REPRESENTATIVE 


Brad  Evans  of  Griffon  has  joined  Mount  Olive  College  as  an  admissions 
representative.  As  a  recent  graduate  of  MOC,  Evans  believes  he  can  better 
relate  to  new  recruits.  "Because  of  my  recent  experience  as  a  Mount  Olive 
College  student  and  athlete,  I  now  have  a  fresh  outlook  on  what  college  life  is 
like,"  he  stated. 

Evans  will  be  responsible  for  all  aspects  of  the  admission  recruitment  cycle 
within  an  assigned  geographical  recruitment  territory.  He  will  present  and 
promote  the  mission  of  the  College  to  prospective  and  transfer  students,  as 
well  as  participate  in  a  wide  variety  of  admission  functions  including  travel, 
special  events,  interviews,  analysis  and  review  of  applications,  telemarketing, 
and  communication. 

According  to  Evans,  he  hopes  to  increase  enrollment  by  "bringing  in  qual- 
ity students  who  want  to  excel  both  mentally  and  spiritually.  I  can  see  the 
impact  that  great  students  have  had  on  the  College  before  me,  and  in  the  same 
way,  I  want  to  recruit  students  that  will  keep  Mount  Olive  College  the  college 
it  is  today  and  will  be  tomorrow." 

Evans  is  a  member  of  Elm  Grove  OFWB  Church  in  Ayden.  During  his  time 
at  MOC,  Evans  was  a  student  athletic  trainer  and  also  promoted  the  College 
as  an  Ambassador. 

THE  MOVE  IS  ON 


Just  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  we  held  the 
ground  breaking  for  the  new  Communications 
and  Resource  Building  which  is  a  companion 
building  to  our  existing  Moye  Library.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  library  staff  has  watched 
as  the  big  oak  trees  were  taken  down,  the  earth 
was  excavated  and  yards  of  concrete  was 
poured.  As  the  steel  for  the  walls  and  roof 
began  to  rise,  we  got  excited.  Each  day 
brought  something  new  and  a  sense  of  antici- 
pation for  what  was  to  come. 

In  recent  weeks,  furniture  has  arrived,  the 
shelving  has  been  installed,  and  the  chande- 
lier has  been  hung.  As  we  waited  for  these 
and  other  necessary  items  to  be  in  place,  we 
have  answered  the  question,  "When  are  you 
going  to  move?"  many,  many  times.  Well,  the 
move  is  on!  The  process  of  shifting  nearly 
70,000  volumes  of  books  has  begun.  Students  receiving  community  service  grants  and  some  who  just  volunteered  are 
assisting  the  library  staff  as  shelves  are  adjusted  and  books  are  loaded  onto  a  book  truck,  taken  into  the  new  stack  area 
and  reshelved.  Before  the  shelves  were  installed,  that  area  appeared  to  be  huge,  someone  even  suggested  we  could 
have  bowling  lanes,  but  now  it  appears  to  be  much  smaller  and  is  filling  up  rather  quickly. 

In  addition  to  the  stack  area,  we  will  have  a  beautiful  new  and  expanded  area  for  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Collection,  a  room  for  the  College  Archives,  and  a  new  work  room.  As  with  the  stack  area,  the  workroom 
space  is  also  filling  up  quickly  The  materials  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Historical  Collection  have  not  been  moved  yet, 
but  that  will  occur  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

The  new  communications  center  is  first-class  and  will  enable  our  six  locations  to  function  as  a  single  institution  with 
the  aid  of  state-of-the-art  delivery  systems  including  video  conferencing,  video  streaming,  and  wireless  networks. 
Students  will  have  access  to  a  modern  24-station  computer  lab. 

So  the  move  is  on.  It  will  take  some  time  to  get  everything  in  place,  but  each  day  still  brings  a  sense  of  excitement 
and  anticipation  and  now  accomplishment. 
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LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPER'S  CAMP  WEEK 


June  25-June  30  was  Curtis  and  Cristy  Ramsey's  third 
year  as  directors  of  the  Lighthouse  Keeper's  Week  of 
camp.  Their  efforts  were  blessed  again  this  year  as  total 
attendance  of  campers  and  counselors  broke  new  records 
for  Camp  Vandemere.  Numbers  and  spirits  soared  as  reg- 
istration took  place  on  Sunday  afternoon.  With  the  previ- 
ous year's  decisions  and  renewed  commitments  being 
made  by  thirty-two  campers,  it  was  rewarding  to  receive 
notification  that  fifty  of  the  campers  expected  this  year 
were  from  the  preceding  year.  With  high  expectations, 
Curtis  and  Cristy  prayed  for  guidance  to  select  the  cor- 
rect theme  for  this  year's  week.  The  Lord  led  them  to 
work  with:  "Strength  for  Life's  Journey." 

Prayers  going  up  helped  to  produce  great  response 
after  Cristy  sent  out  early  registration  forms  and  in 
formation.  As  the  remaining  notices  went  out  to  all 
the  churches,  Curtis  was  reluctant  to  say  no  to  any 
young  person  desiring  to  attend  camp.  Every  time 
the  directors  and  counselors  met,  Curtis  and  Cristy 
reported  more  campers  were  signing  up.  At  the  last 
meeting,  total  expectations  were  shared  with  102 
campers  registered  and  over  25  adult  and  junior 
counselors  going  to  help  in  the  Lord's 
work  during  the  upcoming 
week.  Camp  Vandemere  ~" 
has  lodging  for  112  people, 
so  many  brought  RVs  down  to 
help  with  the  overflow  of  people. 
Praise  God  to  have  such  a  problem 
to  deal  with.  Camp  Vandemere 
must  continue  to  grow  to  accommodate  the  needs  of  our 
youth.  More  dorm  space  and  meeting  areas  are  needed  to 
feed  His  sheep  as  He  challenges  us  to  do  in  the  Great  Com- 
mission. Acres  of  unused  ground  are  waiting  for  devel- 
opment to  go  forward  in  reaching  our  youth. 

One  new  facility  that  was  utilized  during  the  week  was 
the  renovated  screened-in  building  that  has  been  closed- 
in  for  use,  especially  during  inclement  weather.  Boy,  did 
we  have  some  inclement  weather  that  week.  Rain  came 
every  day  but  did  not  dampen  the  spirits  of  the  workers 
or  the  youth  attending.  Each  morning  after  breakfast,  we 
would  assemble  in  the  chapel  for  devotions  that  were  led 
by  Angie  Toler,  Ronnie  Taylor,  Curtis  Ramsey,  and  the  Rev. 
Ashley  Summerlin.  Each  leader  emphasized  the  impor- 
tance of  keeping  the  theme  "Strength  for  Life's  Journey" 
close  to  heart  in  our  walk  with  Christ.  Evening  chapel 
services  were  uplifting  each  night.  From  a  variety  of  speak- 
ers, the  group  was  led  to  think  how  their  lives  were  and 
what  changes  needed  to  be  made.  Cynthia  Summerlin, 
Dr.  Don  Ribeiro,  the  Rev.  Gary  Bryan,  and  the  Rev.  Marc 


Boswell  brought  messages  each  night  using  skits,  songs, 
and  interactive  settings  to  drive  the  point  home  of  the 
importance  of  giving  one's  life  to  Christ.  Many  decisions 
were  made  during  the  week  to  pick  up  the  cross  and  go 
forward.  Thursday  evening  was  "Family  Night  and 
Camper's  Showcase"  at  the  camp.  The  food  service  staff 
prepared  a  fantastic  meal  that  was  enjoyed  by  80  plus  fam- 
ily members  along  with  the  campers  and  counselors.  Jen- 
nifer Jones  and  Kassi  Kennedy  from  Whaley's  Chapel 
Church  were  the  directors  of  music  for  the  week  and  put 
together  a  multi-faceted  program  of  talent  from  all  camp- 
ers. Ranges  of  talent  included  singing,  playing  instru- 
ments, drama,  skits,  and  object  lessons  learned  by 
each  group  of  campers  during  the  week.  Jan  Tucker 
from  Jackson  Heights  led  the  Cherubs,  Angie  Toler 
from  Juniper  Chapel  and  Cynthia  Summerlin  from 
Jackson  Heights  led  two  separate  groups  of  AFCs, 
and  Jennifer  Whaley  from  Whaley's  Chapel  led  the 
YFA  and  shared  with  the  congregation  activi- 
ties that  had  taken  place  during  the 
week's  lessons.  The  finale  of  the 
evening  worship  service  was  the 
Jackson  Height's  Praise  Team.  They 
utilized  "praise  sticks"  to  enhance 
the  song  "Arise"  bringing  the  en- 
tire congregation  to  tears  of  joy  in  a 
standing  ovation  at  the  conclusion 
when  the  group  arranged  the  sticks 
in  the  form  of  crosses  to  honor  the  King 
of  Kings. 

Craft  time  during  the  week  was  led  by  Wanda  Taylor 
from  Whaley's  Chapel  giving  each  camper  the  opportu- 
nity to  learn  more  about  Jesus  while  making  an  item  to 
help  hold  onto  the  "nugget"  of  truth  that  was  shared  dur- 
ing each  craft  time.  The  groups  created  backpacks  for  the 
"journey"  and  beaded  jewelry  on  leather  which  depicted 
the  symbolic  colors  of  God's  salvation  plan.  Photo  frames 
for  group  photos  were  made  for  each  camper  to  carry 
home  to  remember  the  camping  experience. 

Activity  time  was  led  by  Bren  Best  from  Whaley's 
Chapel.  Mrs.  Bren  came  prepared  with  a  10'  enclosed 
trailer  her  husband,  Walter,  provided,  filled  with  all  types 
of  items  to  bring  games  and  challenges  for  each  group. 
The  competitions  were  geared  to  illustrate  the  necessity 
of  teamwork  and  cooperation  to  achieve  success  "for  the 
journey."  During  a  stormy  Wednesday  evening,  campers 
got  wet,  but  spirits  were  not  dampened  as  the  entire  group 
assembled  in  the  dining  hall  for  90  minutes  jam-packed 
with  various  activities.  The  YFA  group  discovered  that 
with  cooperation  and  strength,  12  to  15  teens  could  be 
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stacked  on  a  Camp  Vandemere  T-shirt.  Cherubs  and  AFCs 
were  involved  in  a  variety  of  games  that  tested  their  abil- 
ity to  listen  for  instructions.  One  game  involved  picking 
up  cotton  balls  with  noses  smeared  with  petroleum  jelly 
and  carrying  them  to  a  drop  off  container  without  using 
their  hands.  Talk  about  laughter!  Loads  of  fun  was  had 
by  young  and  old  alike  during  all  the  weekly  activities. 

One  area  of  the  camp  that  was  used  effectively  during 
the  week  was  the  fishing  pier.  Walter  Best,  Ben  Weston, 
Jeremy  France,  and  Amber  Windley  from  Whaley's 
Chapel,  came  prepared  with  homemade  crabbing  lines, 
fishing  rods,  hooks,  lines,  and  sinkers  for  all  campers  and 
counselors.  Bait  in  the  form  of  shrimp  and  chicken  parts 
were  available  for  fishing  and  crabbing.  Crabbing  became 
addictive  to  one  counselor  in  particular,  Jennifer  Whaley 
from  Whaley's  Chapel,  who  caught  the  most  crabs  each 
day.  The  first  crab  of  the  week  was  caught  by  two-year- 
old  Harlee  Moody,  who  was  a  camper  with  Granddaddy 
Ron  and  Grammy  Wanda  Taylor.  Who  says  you  have  to 
spend  a  lot  of  money  to  enjoy  yourself  outdoors? 

The  pool  was  a  favorite  area  of  concentration  for  all  the 
campers.  Thanks  go  out  to  Amy  Coble,  Angie  Toler,  Cristy 
Ramsey,  and  Trudy  Cottle  for  being  pool  monitors  and 
helping  to  keep  the  safety  of  the  young  people  at  hand. 
As  long  as  the  lightning  and  thunder  stayed  away,  pool 
time  was  always  a  busy  time  of  the  schedule  of  events 
during  the  week.  Also,  thanks  to  Damon  Kennedy  for 
keeping  the  canteen  going.  Snacks  and  drinks  were  avail- 
able at  scheduled  times  of  the  day.  Many  adults  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  "caffeine"  items  to  keep  the  energy  level 
close  to  that  of  the  youths. 

This  year,  Curtis  and  Cristy  incorporated  an  idea  shared 
with  them  to  have  Dorm  Moms  and  Dads  during  the 
week.  Thanks  go  out  to  Amy  Coble  who  took  on  the  re- 
sponsibility of  Dorm  Mom  for  the  girls  for  the  entire  week. 
Ricky  Tucker,  Chuck  Brock,  David  Grant,  and  Richard 
Daniels  took  nightly  duty  as  Dorm  Dads  and  did  a  great 
job  in  controlling  the  boy's  side  of  the  dormitory.  It  is  a 
thankless  job  to  constantly  remind  campers  to  "clean  up" 


behind  themselves,  but  a  necessary  one  to  keep  the  area 
safe.  Lodge  rooms  were  utilized  this  year  and  eight  la- 
dies were  in  charge  of  supervision  during  the  week:  Bren 
Best,  Janice  Carter,  Jessi  Kennedy,  Amber  Windley,  Jenni- 
fer Jones,  Kassi  Kennedy,  Jennifer  Whaley,  and  Esther 
Brinson  are  to  be  commended  for  each  step  they  took 
during  the  week  due  to  the  fact  that  many  trips  to  and 
from  the  lodge  rooms  were  necessary  when  things  were 
forgotten  and  schedule  changes  had  to  be  made. 

The  camp  nurses  for  the  week  were  Angie  Toler  and 
Gracie  Jones.  Many  thanks  go  out  to  these  two  ladies  for 
helping  in  administering  medications  to  the  campers  and 
bandaging  a  few  boo-boos  during  the  week.  God  blessed 
the  camp  with  a  pretty  healthy  and  safe  week. 

In  trying  to  help  the  young  people  understand  respon- 
sibility, Janice  Carter  led  the  work  detail  in  the  dining  area 
after  each  meal.  Approximately  22  YFAs  helped  to  clean 
tables,  sweep,  and  straighten  up  to  be  ready  for  the  next 
meal.  This  duty  gave  each  youth  the  insight  to  behind  the 
scenes  work  that  has  to  be  done  before  spiritual  learning 
can  be  accomplished.  And  this  act  showed  the  food  ser- 
vice staff  how  appreciative  the  group  was  for  the  deli- 
cious meals  that  were  prepared. 

These  are  just  bits  and  pieces  of  the  happenings  that 
occurred  during  the  Lighthouse  Keeper's  Week  of  camp. 
All  praise  and  glory  go  out  to  God  for  allowing  the  young 
people,  directors,  and  counselors  to  attend  this  year's 
camp  week.  Many  efforts  by  churches,  youth  groups,  and 
individuals  made  it  possible  for  each  participant  to  at- 
tend camp.  Through  the  guidance  and  teaching  by  the 
counselors,  each  young  person  received  the  message  of 
what  lies  ahead  in  God's  plan  for  each  life  and  how 
"Strength  for  Life's  Journey"  will  support  and  carry  each 
to  the  level  God  would  have  them  at  to  do  service  for 
Him.  Thanks  goes  out  to  the  pastors  and  congregations 
of  each  church  family  represented,  the  Camp  Vandemere 
staff,  directors,  and  counselors  for  preparing  a  spiritual 
week  of  camp  experience.  We  are  looking  forward  to  next 
year's  Lighthouse  Keeper's  Week. 
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Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us,  leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
and  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way  for  those  who  come  after  its. 

ENDOWED  SCHOLARSHIP  FUNDS  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF 
ORIGINAL  FREEWILL  BAPTIST  MINISTERS 


The  North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries  is 
a  creative  vision  for  support  of  the  work  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  Everything  our  church  hopes  to  achieve  will  have  to 
be  done  through  people;  and  what  people  can  do  depends 
upon  their  being  enabled  by  the  Spirit;  and  what  the  Spirit 
will  do  through  people  depends  upon  what  they  are  equipped 
to  do. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  need  in  our  church  today  is  the  avail- 
ability of  pastors  who  are  adequately  prepared  to  provide 
the  quality  of  leadership  and  services  which  churches  need 
for  the  spiritual  growth  of  their  membership  and  for  effective 
outreach  to  those  who  are  not  a  part  of  the  Christian  family.  All 
good  pastors  want  to  attain  the  highest  level  of  excellence  in 
fulfilling  their  calling,  but  often  they  lack  the  financial 
resources  needed  for  the  education  they  desire  for  the  prepa- 
ration and  delivery  of  sermons,  church  administration,  pas- 
toral care,  spiritual  development,  evangelism  and  church 
growth,  biblical  scholarship  and  other  phases  of  their  work. 

Apriority  of  the  Foundation  is  to  help  provide  scholarships 
that  will  enable  every  licensed  and  ordained  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist minister — and  those  entering  other  Christian  vocations, 
as  well — to  prepare  themselves  for  the  highest  level  of  excel- 
lence in  fulfilling  their  calling.  Since  January  2006,  the  follow- 
ing endowed  scholarship  funds  for  this  purpose  have  been 
established  through  the  Foundation: 

The  Michael  R.  Pelt  Fund 

With  a  current  value  of  $14,000,  the  Fund  represents  gifts 
by  friends  and  former  students  in  honor  of  Dr.  Pelt  for  thirty- 
seven  years  (1957-1994)  of  service  as  chair  of  the  department 
of  religion  at  Mount  Olive  College.  This  is  the  first  endowed 
fund  in  the  history  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  established 
exclusively  for  the  graduate  theological  education  of 
ministers. 

The  Donnie  E.  and  Linda  Vann  Lassiter  Family 
Endowment 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lassiter,  members  of  Selma  OFWB  Church, 
Selma,  NC  have  included  in  their  endowment  two  funds  for 
the  education  of  ministers: 

•  $125,000 — An  endowed  scholarship  fund  for  under- 
graduate Free  Will  Baptist  students  preparing  for  Christian 
ministry  at  any  location  of  Mount  Olive  College  in  either  its 
traditional  or  modular  programs. 


•  $100,000 — An  endowed  scholarship  fund  for  graduate 
studies  (seminary  or  divinity  school)  for  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  preparing  for  Christian  ministry. 

Since  the  purpose  of  an  endowed  fund  is  to  provide  per- 
petual support,  the  Foundation  has  established  a  formula  that 
will  safeguard  the  principal  and  also  assure  an  annual  distri- 
bution of  five  percent  (5%)  of  the  value  of  the  fund.  Hence, 
the  distribution  from  a  $100,000  endowed  fund  for  the  first 
year  will  be  $5,000,  with  any  additional  income  and /or  ap- 
preciation in  value  added  to  principal  to  provide  larger 
distributions  in  future  years. 

CURRENT  AND  FUTURE  SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  MINISTERS 

For  the  2006-2007  academic  year,  the  Foundation  antici- 
pates providing  tuition  scholarships  for  Free  Will  Baptist  min- 
isters in  the  approximate  amount  of  $15,000.  All  of  these  funds 
must  come  from  direct  gifts  for  this  purpose.  The  Foundation 
gratefully  acknowledges  a  generous  gift  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pelt 
that  will  provide  scholarship  awards  to  four  students  cur- 
rently enrolled  in  the  Campbell  University  Divinity  School 
program  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Beginning  with  the  2007-2008  academic  year,  distributions 
from  endowed  funds  already  established  will  provide  an  es- 
timated $12,000.  With  the  availability  of  tuition  scholarships, 
there  surely  will  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  ministers 
who  will  choose  to  equip  themselves  for  more  effective  lead- 
ership and  service.  The  Foundation  envisions  a  goal  of 
$1,000,000  in  endowed  funds  for  this  purpose — an  endow- 
ment that  would  provide  $50,000  annually  in  scholarships 
for  the  education  of  our  ministers.  We  believe  this  amount  is 
a  small  price  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  to  pay  for  a  min- 
istry that  is  worthy  of  the  heritage  and  faith  of  our  church! 

For  More  Information 

Individuals,  churches,  and  others  who  would  like  more 
information  about  the  Foundation  and  to  make  gifts  or  estab- 
lish endowed  funds  for  the  education  of  ministers  are 
cordially  invited  to  contact: 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
NC  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries 
619  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
Phone  (919)  658-3855  or  email  <wraper@moc.edu> 
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A  DAY  FOR 
ORIGINAL  FREEWILL  BAPTISTS 
TO  REMEMBER 

by  W.  Burkette  Raper 


THE  FIRST  CLASS  OF  THE  PARTNERSHIP 
WITH  CAMPBELL  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY  SCHOOL 
AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Seated  (left  to  right):  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries,  which  is  providing  scholar- 
ships; Calvin  Heath  (student),  pastor  of  Rains  Crossroads  Church;  David  Vesper  (student),  pastor  of  Beaufort  Church;  K.  David  Hines, 
chair  of  the  Department  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College.  Standing:  Michael  R.  Pelt,  chair  of  the  Task  Force  Committee  on  graduate  studies 
for  ministers;  Fred  Baker  (student),  pastor  of  Robert's  Grove  Church;  Joshua  Whitfield  (student),  candidate  for  the  ministry;  Todd  Sutton 
(student),  pastor  of  Daly's  Chapel  (Eastern  Conference);  Michael  Cogdill,  professor  and  Dean  of  the  Campbell  University  Divinity  School. 
In  addition  to  the  above  Free  Will  Baptist  students,  the  class  includes  students  from  other  churches.  The  next  enrollment  will  be  in  January. 


It  was  an  historic  day — August  28,  2006 — when  ministers 
enrolled  in  the  first  class  of  graduate  studies  for  the  ministry 
under  the  auspices  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  event 
was  the  inauguration  of  a  partnership  program  between 
Campbell  University  Divinity  School  and  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, under  which  the  Divinity  School  is  now  offering  courses 
on  the  Mount  Olive  College  campus  leading  to  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree. 

Professor  for  the  first  course,  "Introduction  to  Theological 
Education,"  is  Dr.  Michael  G.  Cogdill,  dean  of  the  Campbell 
University  Divinity  School.  Other  courses  to  be  offered  dur- 
ing the  fall  semester  include  "Worship  and  Spiritual  Forma- 
tion" and  "Introduction  to  the  New  Testament." 

The  beginning  of  these  classes  is  an  historic  milepost  in  the 
educational  pilgrimage  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  This 
event  takes  its  place  along  side  the  first  collegiate  level  classes 
at  Mount  Olive  College  in  1954,  and  the  first  classes  in  1984 
leading  to  a  four-year  college. 

A  vision  for  the  education  of  ministers  was  one  of  the  pri- 
mary reasons  for  the  founding  of  Mount  Olive  College.  Its 
original  Charter  in  1951  included  the  objective,  "To  organize 
and  conduct  a  seminary. .  .for  the  education  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist preachers  and  others."  Of  necessity,  priority  had  to  be  given 
to  the  development  of  Mount  Olive  as  a  Christian  liberal  arts 
college  for  undergraduate  studies.  At  the  founding  of  the  Col- 
lege fifty-five  years  ago,  the  educational  norm  for  our  minis- 
ters was  graduation  from  high  school. 

The  Quest  For  Excellence  In  Ministry 

As  more  ministers  earned  associate  degrees,  and  later  bac- 
calaureate degrees,  many  of  them  came  to  recognize  the  need 
for  graduate  education  that  would  more  adequately  prepare 
them  for  the  kind  and  quality  of  ministry  that  would  meet 
the  needs  of  the  churches  they  served.  Also,  the  rising  educa- 
tional level  of  our  laity  has  helped  to  awaken  us  to  the  neces- 


sity for  a  ministry  that  can  effectively  communicate  the  Gos- 
pel to  a  changing  world  and  give  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
an  honorable  identity. 

Thus  it  was  that  in  2004,  the  Ministerial  Association  unani- 
mously approved  a  resolution  which  called  for  a  "Task  Force 
On  Education  For  Ministers."  One  of  the  assignments  of  the 
Task  Force  was  to  study  and  evaluate  the  feasibility  of  a  co- 
operative arrangement  between  Mount  Olive  College  and  a 
seminary  for  studies  leading  to  a  master's  degree  in  Chris- 
tian ministry.  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt  was  asked  to  chair  a  com- 
mittee for  this  purpose,  and  after  extensive  study  the  com- 
mittee recommended  a  partnership  arrangement  with 
Campbell  University  Divinity  School.  Upon  approval  by  the 
Task  Force  and  with  provisions  for  classroom  space  by  the 
College,  an  enlarged  vision  for  the  future  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  is  now  unfolding — the  opportunity  for  ministers  to 
equip  themselves  for  the  highest  level  of  excellence  in  fulfill- 
ing their  calling. 

FOUNDATION  SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  MINISTERS 

The  North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries 
has  appointed  a  Committee  on  Scholarships  to  receive  appli- 
cations and  to  make  recommendations  on  awards.  The  com- 
mittee represents  the  Task  Force  on  Education  for  Ministers 
(Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt);  Mount  Olive  College  (Dr.  David  Hines, 
chair  of  the  Department  of  Religion);  and  the  Foundation  (the 
Reverend  Ronnie  Hobgood,  member  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors). 

Applications  must  be  received  by  October  15  for  the  spring 
semester  beginning  in  January  2007  and  June  15  for  the  fall 
semester  beginning  in  August.  Forms  and  information  may 
be  obtained  from  Dr.  David  Hines,  Mount  Olive  College,  634 
Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365,  or  the  Reverend 
Ronnie  Hobgood,  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  2426  South 
Charles  Street,  Greenville,  NC  27858. 
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Historical  Data  Of  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


(This  article  is  reprinted  from  pp.  3-4,  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  July  30,  1980,  Vol.  95,  Number  28. 
Some  changes  have  been  made  for  editorial  purposes  and  to  bring  the  article  up-to-date.) 
by  the  Reverend  Ronnie  Hobgood 


The  Ayden  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  has  played  an  important 
role  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination.  The  122-year  history 
of  the  church  has  been  an  eventful  one. 

Fred  McGlohon  and  T.  N.  Manning  organized  the  church  in 
the  early  months  of  1884.  The  church  was  then  known  as  the 
Spring  Branch  FWB  Church  of  Pitt  County,  N.C.  The  church  was 
organized  with  about  twenty  or  more  members.'  The  church  was 
located  about  one  mile  west  of  Ayden. 

The  next  13  years  were  years  of  growth  for  the  church.  Elder 
W.  H.  Frost  served  the  church  as  pastor  in  the  early  1890s.  It  was 
after  this  that  the  "Twin  Preachers,"  T.  F.  and  T.  H.  Harrison,  served 
the  church.  Elder  T.  F.  Harrison,  who  is  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
first  written  history  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists  died  while  serving 
the  church  as  pastor  in  1897.  During  these  13  years  the  member- 
ship of  the  church  grew  from  24  to  over  112  members.2 

An  institution  of  learning  was  a  growing  demand  among  the 
Free  Will  Baptists  in  1896.  The  first  real  step  to  found  the  FWB 
Theological  Seminary  in  Ayden  was  made  at  a  union  meeting 
which  convened  at  Spring  Branch  Church.3 

In  1898  at  a  quarterly  business  meeting  of  Spring  Branch 
Church,  the  church  voted  to  move  its  location  to 
the  Seminary.  This  move  was  made  so  the 
church  could  better  benefit  the  students  of 
the  Seminary.4 

E.  T.  Phillips  began  pastoring  the  church 
after  its  removal  from  Spring  Branch.  It  was 
during  the  years  of  the  Seminary  that  the 
church  had  many  well-educated  men  as  pas- 
tors. J.  M.  Barfield  was  pastor  of  the  church. 
He  co-wrote  the  first  written  History  of  FWB  N 
of  North  Carolina  with  T.  F.  Harrison.  George  C.  " 
Vause  served  as  pastor  of  the  church  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  President  of  the  Seminary  in  1912  and  1913. 

The  church  built  a  sanctuary  near  the  Seminary.  The  church 
used  this  building  for  a  number  of  years.5  It  was  during  this  pe- 
riod that  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Pittman  served  the  church  as  pastor.  He 
served  the  church  for  a  total  of  18  years.6 

It  was  during  the  next  few  years  that  the  church  worshipped 
in  the  main  building  of  Eureka  College.  L.  R.  Ennis,  President  of 
Eureka  College,  was  serving  the  church  as  pastor  at  this  time.7 
While  Mr.  Ennis  was  serving  as  pastor,  the  main  building  of  Eu- 
reka College  burned.  After  this  the  church  held  services  in  the 
Ayden  City  Hall.8 

Mr.  Pittman  began  serving  the  church  as  pastor  again  in  1931. 
He  was  able  to  see  the  need  for  the  church  to  have  its  own  place 
of  worship.  It  was  through  his  effort  and  those  of  the  members  of 
the  church  that  a  beautiful  brick  building  for  worship  was  built 
in  1933  and  1934.  The  bricks  on  the  Ayden  church  were  a  gift 
from  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Moye.  The  bricks  are  from  the  main  building 
of  Eureka  College.  The  last  sermon  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Pittman  preached 
in  the  Ayden  church  was  the  dedication  service  of  the  new  build- 
ing, May  22, 1938.9  On  July  15, 1938,  he  died  from  an  operation  of 
the  gall  bladder.  His  funeral  was  held  in  the  Ayden  church  with 
several  thousand  people  present.'0  On  August  24,  1947,  the 
Hammond  Organ  which  is  still  being  used  by  the  church  today 
was  given  in  his  memory  by  the  Fidelia  Sunday  School  Class." 
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In  the  fall  of  1949,  the  Rev.  D.  W.  Hansley  came  to  serve  the 
church  as  pastor.  It  was  under  his  leadership  that  plans  for  a  bap- 
tistry were  made.  Mr.  Hansley  was  able  to  show  the  membership 
of  the  church  a  need  for  a  parsonage.  He  also  helped  the  church 
plan  a  full-time  program.'2 

The  Rev.  Charles  Craddock  was  pastor  of  the  church  when  they 
began  to  have  full-time  services  on  November  2,  1952.  It  was 
around  the  mid  50s  when  the  parsonage  and  baptistry  were  built. 

In  was  in  the  spring  of  1962  that  the  church  experienced  a  divi- 
sion under  the  Rev.  Raymond  Gaskins,  pastor  of  the  church.  The 
congregation  held  a  special  business  meeting  on  April  30, 1962. 
It  was  at  this  meeting  that  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to 
retain  Mr.  Gaskins  as  pastor.  This  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 
109  for  him  and  99  against  him.  As  a  result,  he  resigned  as  pastor 
of  the  church.  This  caused  the  division  because  some  of  the  mem- 
bers wanted  to  leave  the  Central  Conference  and  others  did  not.13 
October  of  1965,  the  Rev.  A.  Kemery  Ard  came  to  serve  the 
church  as  pastor.  It  was  under  his  leadership  that  the  church  yard 
was  landscaped  and  the  church  sign  was  moved.  The  member- 
ship of  the  church  added  a  family  room  to  the  church  parsonage. 

The  church  also  renovated  the  Sunday  School  de- 
partment and  the  inside  of  the  Annex. 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  began  to  serve  the 
church  as  pastor  in  April  of  1971.  It  was  un- 
der his  leadership  that  many  great  things 
were  done.  The  church  built  a  Fellowship 
Hall  which  consisted  of  not  only  the  earing 
area,  but  a  new  class  room,  a  kitchen,  men 
and  women's  rest  rooms,  and  a  storage  room. 
The  Consecration  Service  was  held  Septem- 
ber 25,  1977.  Mr.  Overman  and  I  led  the  service 
and  the  Consecration  message  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Barrow. 

Other  pastors  of  the  church  include:  John  W.  Alford,  C.  J.  Har- 
ris Sr.,  George  C.  Vause,  Matthew  C.  Prescott,  W.  W.  Lewis,  Will- 
iam Henry  Oliver,  Charlie  Thompson,  Chester  H.  Pelt,  R.  C. 
Wiggs,  Phillip  Woodard,  Ralph  Lightsey,  and  Carol  B.  Hansley. 
The  church's  current  pastor  is  Harry  Grubbs. 

The  Ayden  FWB  Church  can  be  proud  of  its  history.  The  church 
has  done  great  things  for  its  community  and  denomination.  It  is 
concerned  about  the  true  mission  of  the  church. 


1  Minutes  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  OFWB  of  NC.  November  6-8, 

1884,  3  and  10. 

2  Minutes  of  the  Central  Conference  of  the  OFWB  of  NC,  1884-1897. 

3  Eureka  College,  FWB  Historical  Collection  at  Mount  Olive  College,  Infor- 

mation File. 
'■The  Ayden  Tribune,  May  28, 1965,  8. 

5  Letter  from  R.  F.  Pittman  Jr.,  March  30, 1978. 

6  Program  of  Organ  Dedication  of  the  Ayden  FWB  Church,  August  24, 1947. 

7  The  Goldsboro  News-Argus,  April  21, 1968. 
"Letter. 

9  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  May  25, 1938.  9. 

10  Ibid.,  August  10, 1938,  3  and  9. 
"  Program. 

12  D.  W.  Hansley,  FWB  Historical  Collection  at  Mount  Olive  College,  Infor- 

mation File. 

13  Minutes  of  Ayden  FWB  Church,  April  30, 1962, 119-200. 
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People  mid  [veiits 


VBS:  A  SPECIAL  TIME  OF  THE  YEAR 


Vacation  Bible  School  (VBS)  has  been  and  still  is  the 
highlight  of  many  of  our  summers.  Most  adults  can 
recall  the  fun  we  had  learning  Bible  stories,  singing 
Bible  songs,  making  Bible-related  crafts,  and  playing 
games  and  eating  with  our  friends.  Many  adults 
continue  to  share  in  that  fun  as  they  prepare  and  lead 
the  VBS  at  their  churches.  Children  and  youth  all  over 
continue  to  look  forward  to  VBS  thanks  to  the  hard 
work  and  dedication  of  those  adults. 

We  received  information  on  what  five  churches  did 
for  VBS  this  summer.  Each  church  reported  having  a 
wonderful  time  and  doing  things  a  bit  differently  from 
the  others. 


All  the  students  at  Free  Union  Church  played  bells  during  the 
commencement  program. 


Free  Union  Church  in  Greene  County  and  First 
Church  in  Goldsboro  both  used  Standard's  Trading 
Places  materials  in  which  participants  learned  not  only 
about  biblical  characters  who  traded  one  place  in  life 
for  another  (Ruth,  David,  Esther,  the  disciples,  and 
Paul),  but  about  what  it  would  be  like  to  trade  places 
with  children  in  Mexico,  China,  Kenya,  Poland,  and 
Brazil.  Free  Union  Church  invited  short-term 
missionaries  to  speak  to  their  adult  class  about  their 
experiences.  Rocky  and  Gwen  Kennedy  from  Sandy 
Plain  Church  in  Duplin  County,  went  and  spoke  about 
their  work  in  the  Phillippines  and  Mexico  with  OFWB 
International,  while  several  others  from  the  Harvest 
Connection  went  and  told  about  the  work  being  done 
in  Mississippi.  The  halls  of  the  educational  building 
were  lined  with  flags  from  different  countries,  and  each 
classroom  was  decorated  with  items  such  as  Mexican 
blankets,  Chinese  lanterns,  etc.  Free  Union's  VBS  lasted 


only  three  days:  Thursday,  August  3 — Saturday, 
August  5.  Goldsboro's  VBS  began  on  Sunday,  June  11, 
and  ran  through  Thursday,  June  15. 

Both  churches  thought  about  people  "in  other  places" 
during  the  week,  and  did  things  to  help  those  people. 
Goldsboro's  adult  and  teen  classes  prepared  gift  bags 
for  their  church's  mission  team  to  take  to  Mexico  the 
next  week.  They  decorated  the  bags  with  drawings, 
stickers,  and  stamps,  and  added  messages  or  Scripture 
verses  written  in  Spanish.  Each  night,  students  also 
brought  items  to  be  placed  in  kits  for  Home  Missions 
and  Evangelism.  Free  Union  church  challenged  their 
children  and  youth  to  raise  money  for  the  OFWB 
Children's  Home.  They  raised  $376  which  they  used 
to  purchase  a  communion  set  and  supplies  for  the 
Children's  Home.  This  was  a  new  need  due  to  several 
of  the  children  there  accepting  Jesus  as  their  Lord  and 
Savior.  As  a  reward  for  meeting  the  challenge,  the 
children  and  youth  at  Free  Union  bombarded  youth 
minister  Alan  Joyner,  minister  of  education  Kelley 
Smart,  and  youth  leader  Randy  Beaman  with  water 
balloons  at  the  finale  held  on  the  Sunday  evening 
following  VBS. 


:V   : - •■>.  :l       "" :    '■■■:!  Church. 
Some  of  the  recipients  with 
their  bags. 
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Powhatan  Church  in  Johnston  County,  used  Standard's 
other  theme,  The  Incredible  Race.  Lessons  from  that  VBS 
theme  covered  stories  on  Moses,  David,  Naaman's  slave 
girl,  Jonah,  Daniel,  John  the  Baptist,  Jesus,  Paul,  and 
Onesimus  and  Philemon.  The  week  prior  to  VBS,  youth 
members  helped  paint  the  scenery  of  a  race  track,  cars, 
and  crowded  stands  that  were  drawn  by  Nikki  Jones. 
Flags  were  seen  throughout  the  church  and  life-size 
cardboard  cut-outs  of  favorite  race  figures  were  posed  in 
various  spots.  Powhatan's  VBS  ran  a  more  traditional 
schedule,  beginning  on  Monday,  June  19,  and  ending  on 
Friday,  June  23. 


Daniel's  Lion  Cubs  Racing  Team  with  crew  chiefs,  Kristen  Davis 
(in  car)  and  Roberta  Widhalm. 


Christ  Church  in  Stokesdale,  used  the  Regular  Baptist 
Press'  VBS  theme,  Set  Sail  for  Jesus.  Lessons  in  those 
materials  covered  the  life  of  Paul  and  many  of  the  places 
he  "sailed"  to  in  order  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  Jesus.  Christ 
Church  did  a  one  day  Bible  School  on  Saturday,  June  17. 

Reedy  Branch  Church  near  Winterville,  used  Veggie 
Tale's  Jonah  Overboard  materials  to  turn  their  church's 
fellowship  hall  into  an  underwater  adventure  for  all  the 
children.  The  walls  were  covered  with  blue  paper  and 
every  kind  of  fish  imaginable,  including  an  almost  life- 
size  whale  coming  out  of  the  wall.  The  stage  was  turned 
into  an  authentic  Pirate  ship  featuring  an  overflowing 
treasure  chest.  Monday  through  Thursday  evenings,  the 
children  learned  about  responsibility,  how  to  walk  with 
God  by  admitting  when  we  are  wrong,  showing  mercy, 
showing  compassion  for  others,  and  praising  God.  Each 
night  the  children  were  encouraged  to  bring  in  their 
offering,  which  by  the  end  of  the  week  had  reached  $700. 
They  decided  to  contribute  their  offering  to  the  Carolina 
Pregnancy  Center. 

VBS  may  have  come  and  gone  for  another  year,  but  the 
lessons  learned  and  memories  made  will  last  a  lifetime! 

The  Free  Will  Bat 


Don't  forget  to  send  us  your  stories  next  year  so  we  can 
include  your  church  in  our  VBS  write-up.  Remember  that 
each  church  does  VBS  a  little  differently  from  the  others 
and  the  ideas  you  incorporate  in  your  VBS  may  inspire 
another  church  to  do  something  similar  the  next  year! 


Students  at  Christ  Church  VBS 


CHILDREN  USE 
PUPPETS  TO  SERVE  GOD 

by  Helen  Smith 


Best  friends  and  puppeteers,  Austin  Whitman  and 
Evan  Raynor  of  Smyrna  Church  (Cape  Fear  Conference) 
in  the  Meadow  area  got  to  introduce  their  puppets  dur- 
ing a  skit  entitled,  "Knock-Knock  New  Friends  Are 
There,"  on  August  20  as  part  of  the  third  Sunday  night 
family  evening  worship  service. 

The  skit,  written  by  assistant  leader  of  the  C  &  H  Pup- 
pets, Carolyn  Tew,  was  geared  toward  introducing  Evan 
Raynor  Qack)  to  the  team.  Without  the  other  puppets 
knowing  what  was  going  on,  Evan  (Jack),  got  to  know 
the  group  by  asking  his  "Knock — Knock"  jokes. 

Other  members  of  the  team  are  Amanda  Johnson 
(Tess — an  angel),  Josh  Johnson  (Raffikki — a  monkey), 
Nathan  Raynor  (Nigel,  a  bird,  and  George),  Kayla 
Hickok  (Gracie),  Erin  Parker  (Lizzie),  and  Brittney 
Watson  (Lola). 

The  puppets  are  a  part  of  each  third  Sunday  night  fam- 
ily worship  service. 
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MAY'S  CHAPEL  HONORS  MEMBERS  FOR  DEVOTED  SERVICE 


by  Edythe  Blanton 


On  Sunday,  August  20,  2006,  May's 
Chapel  OFWB  Church  honored  two  of 
its  long-time  members  for  devoted  ser- 
vice. Many  friends  and  family  came  to 
honor  Nellie  Outlaw  and  Harold  Ruch 
as  they  were  presented  with  plaques 
during  the  morning  worship  service. 
Kelvin  Coates  recognized  the  services 
of  Mrs.  Outlaw  and  Joyce  Coates  rec- 
ognized Mr.  Ruch.  Everyone  enjoyed  a 
covered  dish  luncehon  after  the  service. 

Nellie  Outlaw  was  born  on  Novem- 
ber 17, 1916,  in  Wayne  County.  In  1923, 
her  mother  and  stepfather,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Rouse  donated  the  property 
and  $200  to  establish  May's  Chapel 
Church.  She  began  playing  the  piano 
for  church  services  at  the  age  of  ten  and 
continued  for  75  years.  She  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  for 
over  70  years,  and  also  taught  an  adult 
Sunday  School  class.  As  long  as  she  was 
physically  able,  she  grew  flowers  and 
shared  them  with  her  church  family. 
Most  Sunday  mornings  in  the  spring 
and  summer  found  her  cutting  fresh 
flowers  and  arranging  them  for  the  al- 
tar. Since  the  era  of  "locked  doors,"  she 
has  felt  it  was  her  responsibility  to  open 


Pictured  from  left  to  right,  front  row:  Joyce 
Coates,  Harold  Ruch,  Nellie  Outlaw,  Kelvin 
Coates;  Back  row:  Jeff  Daughtry,  Pastor. 

up  the  church  for  each  service.  Even 
today,  although  unable  to  get  to  church 
on  her  own,  she  enjoys  being  the  first 
person  at  church  on  Sunday  mornings 
so  she  can  unlock  the  doors. 

Vision  problems,  hearing  problems 
and  limited  mobility  have  severely 
hampered  Mrs.  Nellie's  ability  to  serve 
her  church  and  Lord  during  the  past 
several  years.  Most  people  would  have 
rested  on  their  laurels  and  stayed  home 
to  worship  with  the  TV  evangelists. 
That's  not  Mrs.  Nellie's  way.  She  loves 
her  church  family  and  the  opportunity 
to  worship  with  them.  It's  never  too 


hot,  too  cold,  or  too  wet.  Just  look  for 
her  on  the  front  pew  at  every  service, 
serving  her  Lord  in  the  way  she's  al- 
ways known. 

Mr.  Harold  Ruch  was  born  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1920,  in  Orville,  Oregon.  He 
came  to  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force 
Base  in  the  Army  Air  Corps  as  an  air- 
plane engine  overhaul  instructor  in  the 
1940s.  Here  he  met  his  wife,  Tommie, 
and  began  attending  May's  Chapel 
Church.  He  has  served  as  Sunday 
School  Superintendent,  President  of  the 
Wayne  County  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion, and  a  deacon.  He  served  as  adult 
Sunday  School  teacher  for  the  Harold 
Ruch  Sunday  School  Class  for  well  over 
twenty  years.  A  man  of  varied  talents 
and  experience,  he  brought  much  ex- 
pertise to  the  building  program  when 
the  current  fellowship  hall  and  second 
story  was  added  to  the  church  in  the 
1970s. 

Mr.  Ruch's  health  has  declined,  and 
his  ability  to  drive  and  get  around  have 
diminished  over  the  past  year.  How- 
ever, the  church  remembers  the  good 
times  when  Mr.  Ruch  could  be  counted 
on  as  a  church  leader  and  friend. 


HAWAIIAN  SUNDAY  HONORS  PASTOR 


by  Betty  Rollins 


On  Sunday,  August  1 3,  Walnut  Creek 
OFWB  Church  surprised  their  pastor 
and  his  wife  by  honoring  them  on  their 
twentieth  anniversary  of  service  to  our 
church.  The  Rev.  Tony  McLamb  and 
wife,  Joyce,  came  to  us  on  August  3, 
1986. 

The  surprise  was  concealed  by  an 
enthusiastic  effort  to  have  a  Hawaiian 
Sunday  service.  All  were  requested  to 
wear  casual,  bright  clothing  (the  ladies 
with  flowers  in  their  hair)  and  wel- 
comed by  young  greeters  with  leis  as 
they  arrived. 

During  the  worship  service,  Jack 
Howell,  Sunday  School  superinten- 
dent, presided  over  the  recognition  ser- 
vice, recalling  many  events  that  had 
occurred  during  their  years  with  us. 
During  Tony's  (as  he  is  affectionately 
called)  years  of  tenure,  we  have  been 
blessed  with  many  conversions  and 


Pastor  Tony  Mclamb,  and  his  wife,  Joyce. 

baptisms  and  enjoyed  several  wed- 
dings and  baby  dedications.  Under  his 
leadership,  we  have  shared  our  griefs 
over  losses  and  shared  our  problems. 
Through  his  guidance,  we  offered  en- 
couragement to  those  who  have  ven- 
tured out,  hating  to  see  them  depart. 
During  his  ministry,  the  Lord  has 
blessed  us  with  a  new  addition  to  our 


facility,  adding  much  needed  space.  We 
thank  God  for  all  our  blessings  and  for 
our  church  family. 

On  behalf  of  the  church,  Ben  Rollins 
presented  them  with  a  plaque.  The 
pastor's  wife,  Joyce,  has  faithfully 
served  as  pianist  and  helped  our  choir 
with  special  music.  Both  have  been 
faithful  in  all  affairs  and  business  of  the 
church  and  enthusiastic  Christian 
workers.  Truly,  they  have  served  the 
Lord  and  guided  us  with  many  untir- 
ing years  of  devotion. 

Dinner  followed  our  service  in  the 
fellowship  building.  Carrying  out  our 
theme,  it  was  Hawaiian  style  with  a  pit- 
cooked  pig  displayed  on  banana  leaves 
with  plenty  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Games  followed  lunch,  highlighted  by 
doing  the  limbo.  Fun  and  fellowship 
was  enjoyed  by  approximately  100 
members,  guests,  and  family. 
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JUNIPER  CHAPEL  RECOGNIZES  TWO  DESERVING  LADIES 


Sunday  morning,  August  13,  was  a 
special  day  for  the  congregation  of  the 
Juniper  Chapel  OFWB  Church.  During 
the  morning  worship  service  two 
special  ladies,  who  happen  to  be  sisters, 
Miss  Velma  Morris  and  Miss  Vera 
Morris,  were  recognized  for  their  years 
of  service  to  both  the  Juniper  Chapel 
Church  and  the  OFWB  denomination. 
Even  though  both  of  these  ladies  are  in 
their  80s,  they  are  both  tireless  in  their 
dedication  and  their  devotion  to  the 
Lord.  Miss  Velma  serves  on  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Cragmont  Assembly,  a 
position  she  has  held  for  over  twenty- 
five  years,  and  both  she  and  Miss  Vera 
are  active  in  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
work  on  the  local,  district,  and  state 
level.  They  also  have  served  as  the 


From  left  to  right:  Miss  Velma  Morris  and 
Miss  Vera  Morris 


church  custodians  for  well  over  twenty 
years. 

The  Sunday  morning  service  began 
with  the  singing  of  We'll  Work  Till  Jesus 
Comes,  and  following  this,  both  ladies 
were  called  to  the  front  where  they 
were  adorned  with  corsages.  Several 


people  gave  fond  remembrances  of  the 
kindness  and  generosity  of  Miss  Velma 
and  Miss  Vera  as  the  service  was 
dedicated  to  both  the  glory  of  God  and 
their  honor.  Following  the  service,  a 
delicious  meal  was  served  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  for  a  donation.  The 
proceeds  were  sent  to  Cragmont 
Assembly  to  help  with  their  New 
Heights  building  campaign.  All  in  all, 
the  day  was  a  great  success  as  two 
faithful  and  dedicated  servants  of  God 
were  recognized  for  their  willing  and 
generous  spirits.  It  is  our  prayer  that 
God  will  continue  to  bless  these  ladies 
with  health  and  strength  as  they  carry 
on  their  work  for  Christ  and  His 
Kingdom. 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  KEEPS  BUSY 


by  Rita  Jones 

A  back-to-school  celebration  was  held  on  Friday,  Au- 
gust 11,  for  the  youth  at  Powhatan  Church.  Eighteen 
youth  took  part  in  the  spaghetti  meal,  devotions,  and 
games.  Ben  Jones  led  his  team  against  the  team  of  Nikki 
Jones  in  various  "Survivor"  challenges  based  on  a  school 
day.  They  squeezed  a  bag  of  oranges  to  see  which  team 
made  the  most  juice,  and  packed  a  lunch  bag  of  cheese 
curls  (with  hands  tied  behind  their  backs);  but  after  all 
the  challenges  were  done,  the  team  led  by  Nikki  survived 
to  claim  victory. 

Sunday,  August  13,  was  a  special  day  for  our  church. 
During  the  morning  service,  Stan  Jones  was  ordained  as 
our  newest  deacon.  We  also  celebrated  with  trustee  mem- 
ber, Bunk  Cole,  and  his  wife,  Alice,  who  had  their  60th 
wedding  anniversary  that  day.  That  evening,  members 
of  the  Chicago  mission  team  reported  about  their  trip  with 
pictures  and  a  discussion  about  the  work.  Eight  Powhatan  members 
were  part  of  this  sixth  Youth  Convention  OFWB  mission  team  that 
worked  the  first  week  of  August.  The  worst  part  was  the  heat  wave 
and  traffic — but  the  best  part  was  the  service  and  fellowship.  Scott 
Lane,  Mission  Director  for  the  Youth  Convention  of  OFWB,  was  present 
for  the  program  and  gave  remarks  about  Chicago  and  about  plans 
being  made  for  the  going  to  Denver,  Colorado,  next  summer. 

On  August  15,  Powhatan  experienced  the  death  of  a  beloved  mem- 
ber, Betty  Jean  Ard,  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Kemery  Ard.  Please 
remember  her  family  during  this  time. 


The  Rev.  Tim  Webber  is  with  Powhatan  Youth 
member  Kyle  Benson.  The  motorcycles  really  got 
the  attention  of  the  young  people! 


The  members  of  the  Chicago  mission  team  from  Powhatan:  Front  row  (left  to 
right):  Cynthia  Narron,  Nikki  Jones,  Rita  Jones;  Back  row  (left  to  right):  Julie 
Capps,  Kim  Canady,  Crystal  Guy,  Ann  Narron,  and  Dean  Hardy. 
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MOUNTAINS  MOVED  AT  MI  CALVARY 


submitted  by  "A  Friend" 


August  27,  2006,  was  a  special  day  at  Mt.  Calvary  OFWB 
Church.  It  was  a  day  set  aside  to  show  appreciation  to  our 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Garland  Suggs.  Pastor's  appreciation  should 
be  a  day  that  is  full  of  joy,  smiles,  hugs,  love,  and  food  for 
the  soul,  as  well  as  food  to  offset  the  high  blood  pressure 
and  cholesterol  pills.  Experiencing  the  blessings  of  this  day 
would  have  its  challenges.  Our  pastor  recently  had  been  di- 
agnosed with  cancer.  This  mountain  placed  in  front  of  Pas- 
tor Suggs  and  his  wife,  Ms.  Bernice,  is  not  the  first  mountain 
of  this  kind  to  test  their  faith,  patience,  and  life.  Both  have 
had  doctors  tell  them  life  as  they  knew  it  was  over.  Many 
years  ago,  Ms.  Bernice  had  a  stroke  that  forever  changed  her 
life.  Some  would  say  that  the  after  effects  of  the  stroke  have 
kept  her  from  living.  She,  as  well  as  others,  would  tell  you 
differently.  Just  ask  her  children,  grandchildren,  and  many 
others  who  have  benefited  from  her  life  and  they  will  tell 
you  she  is  the  glue  that  keeps  families  together.  Doctors  said 
that  Pastor  Suggs  didn't  have  much  of  a  chance  of  overcom- 
ing a  brain  hemorrhage.  Many  years  since  then  he  has  put 
numerous  fish  in  the  boat  (size  questionable),  as  well  as  be- 
ing a  fisherman  of  people.  Because  of  their  faith,  God  moved 
those  mountains.  Because  of  their  faith,  many  lives  and  souls 
have  been  saved.  It  was  because  of  our  pastor's  faith  that 
August  27  wasn't  about  his  cancer,  hurt,  and  sadness.  That 
Sunday  was  about  the  love  a  man  and  his  wife  have  for  God, 
their  church,  and  his  family.  That  Sunday  was  about  a  church 
and  families'  love  for  a  pastor,  father,  husband,  friend,  leader, 
and  servant  to  all  he  comes  in  contact  with. 

The  service  included  three  guest  speakers  who  have  grown 
in  the  Lord  with  Pastor  Suggs  over  the  years.  The  Rev.  Buddy 
Sasser  spoke  on  "The  Steps  of  a  Good  Man."  As  Mr.  Sasser 
preached  from  Psalm  37  and  pointed  out  that  the  steps  of  a 
good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord,  I  could  envision  in  my 
mind  the  many  footprints  Pastor  Suggs  has  left  from  the 
Children's  Home  to  Mount  Olive  College  and  to  the  many 
other  denominational  ministries  that  he  has  given  his  time 
and  energy.  His  footprints  would  take  him  from  a  hard  day's 
work  with  the  Department  of  Transportation  to  visit  those 
in  need  at  the  hospitals,  rest  homes,  and  families  in  need  of 
Jesus  Christ.  It  was  his  vision  and  footprints  several  years 


ago  that  led  to  the  Pee  Dee's  first  camp  at  Cragmont  this 
summer.  It  was  because  of  those  footprints  souls  were  saved. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Ward  then  spoke  about  being  a  young  pas- 
tor and  being  able  to  call  on  Pastor  Suggs  for  help  and  ad- 
vice. If  anyone  has  ever  been  in  the  congregation  during  one 
of  Mr.  Ward's  sermons  they  know  he  can  walk  the  pews,  run 
the  aisles,  and  clear  the  altar  with  the  best  of  them.  I  was 
always  under  the  assumption  all  that  energy  came  from  the 
Holy  Spirit.  On  August  27,  the  secret  to  his  high  energy  ser- 
mons came  out.  He  attributed  it  to  every  time  he  has  dined 
with  the  Suggs  that  Ms.  Bernice  has  served  him  deer. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bobby  Carden  then  spoke  about  the  moun- 
tains in  our  lives — our  mistakes,  bad  decisions,  physical  dif- 
ficulties, financial  problems,  self-pity  or  anything  else  that 
causes  pain  or  confusion.  We  all  have  mountains  and  choices 
on  how  we  deal  with  our  mountains.  Pastor  Suggs  and  Ms. 
Bernice  have  had  and  still  have  some  steep  mountains.  Their 
choice  has  been,  still  is,  and  will  always  be  having  faith  in 
God.  They  got  the  simple  message  Dr.  Carden  was  giving  to 
us  that  morning  on  August  27 — "God  is  bigger  than  your 
mountain." 

I'm  almost  certain  Pastor  Suggs  wouldn't  want  to  end  this 
writing  about  himself;  instead,  he  would  want  me  to  some- 
how, someway  end  it  with  God  getting  the  glory  for  some- 
one else's  needs  being  met.  I'll  simply  leave  you  with  the 
question  left  with  Mt.  Calvary  on  August  27th — "Will  you 
let  God  help  you  with  your  mountain?" 


FIFTH  EASTERN  UNION  MEETING 
AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVENTION 

by  Cheryl  F.  Wilson,  Secretary /Treasurer 


The  Fifth  Eastern  Union  Meeting  and  Sunday  School  Con- 
vention met  on  Saturday,  July  22, 2006,  at  Macedonia  OFWB 
Church,  Ernul,  NC.  The  Rev.  Mike  Scott  led  the  congrega- 
tion with  prayer  and  "Praise  Him!  Praise  Him!"  The  Rev. 
Owen  Arthur  presented  a  devotion  from  Psalm  1.  The  Rev. 
Gary  Watson,  pastor  of  the  host  church,  welcomed  every- 
one. Four  ministers  were  recognized  as  present  for  the  meet- 
ing. Special  music,  was  provided  by  Scott  Whitford. 

The  Retirement  Homes  Ministry  was  the  focus  of  the  "Just 
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Do  It  Ministries"  by  director,  Ronnie  Taylor.  He  explained 
the  purpose  of  the  ministry  and  its  newest  endeavor,  pro- 
viding equipment  for  those  with  physical  disabilities. 

The  worship  service  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Hillary  Gaskins  followed  by  several  inspiring  testimonies. 
Scott  Whitford  praised  God  through  special  music  once 
again.  Ronnie  Taylor  brought  a  spiritual  message  from  Luke 
18:1-8  about  prayer.  After  the  closing  hymn,  benediction,  and 
blessing  of  the  food,  the  host  church  served  a  delicious  meal. 
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THEY  SAY  THERE  IS  NO  GOD 

by  Amanda  Johnson,  Smyrna  Church  (Cape  Fear)  YFA 


They  look  on  things  that  man  has  done. 

Oh  how  they  marvel  and  applaud, 

But  shake  their  heads  when  one  is  miraculously  healed. 

They  say  there  is  no  God. 

He  delivered  Israel  from  bondage, 
The  world  from  the  wrath  of  sin, 
But  these  are  only  myths  you  see, 
They  say  there  is  no  God. 

Books  of  evolution  fill  the  shelves  of  schools. 
God  isn't  around,  for  it's  against  the  rules. 
The  Pledge  of  Allegiance  isn't  necessary  because 
They  say  there  is  no  God. 


People  can  do  as  they  please,  for  life  is  too  short  to  fret. 
Sunday  is  a  day  just  as  any  other, 
And  the  Bible  is  a  collection  of  stories  from  long  ago. 
They  say  there  is  no  God. 

He  gave  His  life  for  you  and  I, 
The  ultimate  price  on  a  cross  called  Calvary. 
Though  no  greater  love  will  ever  be, 
They  say  there  is  no  God. 

Though  the  world  is  filled  with  suffering  and  sin, 
God  hears  the  cries  of  those  who  believe  in  Him. 
And  there  will  come  a  day  when 
They  say  there  is  a  God. 


New  Bridge  Builder's  Book 

Recovery:  A  Personal  Journey,  by  Frances  L.  Cooke 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Press  proudly  announces  Frances  L.  Cooke's  new  book,  Recov- 
ery: A  Personal  journey,  as  the  2006  Bridge  Builder's  choice  to  present  to  Free  Will  Baptists 
who  are  a  part  of  this  Mount  Olive  College  program  led  by  Jean  Ackiss. 

Frances  L.  Cooke,  granddaughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  W.  Alford — a  well-known  FWB 
minister— lost  her  beloved  husband  Howard  in  1996  after  52  years  of  marriage.  To  deal  with 
her  grief,  she  began  to  write  about  her  personal  loss,  about  how  she  found  herself  doing 
things  her  husband  had  done  for  her,  about  her  experiences  in  caring  for  him  during  his 
illness  with  pancreatic  cancer,  about  her  own  health  problem  with  a  ruptured  cerebral  aneu- 
rysm, and  about  her  necessity  of  developing  a  new  identity  with  "practical  chores,"  "larger 
projects"  around  her  house,  "fears"  in  living  alone,  and  faith  in  her  own  life  as  a  testimony 
to  the  presence  of  God  in  all  of  the  seasons  of  her  existence.  What  was  she  to  do  with  the  life 
left  to  her? 

Frances  Cooke  decided  to  write  a  book  describing  her  personal  recovery  as  she  moved  from  grief  to  a  new  awareness. 
She  sold  her  house  to  move  to  a  smaller,  less  expensive  space.  She  traveled  with  a  team  of  six  teachers  to  the  Chinese  city 
where  Howard  had  been  stationed  as  a  marine.  She  collected  photographs  of  value  to  her  that  reflected  her  life  with 
Howard.  With  faith,  Frances  Cooke  writes: 

My  understanding  of  God's  promises  of  life  eternal  is  clearer  today.  The  hope  it  gives  to  believers  is  a  sustaining  miracle.  I  would 
be  destroyed  without  it.  A  cartoon  in  "Family  Circus"  recently  illustrated,  so  vividly  the  comfort  afforded  by  this  promise.  One  lady, 
meeting  another  on  the  street,  stopped  her  to  express  her  sympathy.  "1  am  so  sorry,"  she  said,  "to  hear  that  you  have  lost  your 
husband."  To  which  the  newly  widowed  one  replied,  "Oh,  I  haven't  lost  him.  I  know  exactly  where  he  is!"  No  one  remains  entirely 
devastated  when  they  have  that  hope  and  assurance  from  God!  (p.  34). 

Critic  Edwin  S.  Coates,  retired  Executive  Director  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Foundation,  Inc.,  said  of  Frances  Cooke's 
new  book  from  the  Mount  Olive  College  Press,  "The  personal  reflections  in  this  love  story  provide  lessons  for  each 
person  who  has  experienced,  or  will  in  the  future  experience,  loss  of  a  spouse  or  cherished  friend.  The  most  significant 
gift  to  this  reader  was  how  the  author  accepted  that  her  deceased  spouse  continues  to  be  a  part  of  her  life.  It  is  also 
exciting  as  well  to  how  God  led  this  couple  to  accept  the  difficult  experiences  leading  up  to  Howard's  death  as  spiritual 
growth  moments  as  well  as  further  development  of  their  deep  love  for  each  other." 

For  more  information,  contact  Jean  Ackiss  at  (919)  658-2502. 
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cordially  invites  you  and  your  family  to  our 


Sunday,  October  29,  2006,  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  Reverend  Harry  Brown  will  be  the  guest 
speaker,  and  special  singing  will  be  by  Masterpeace. 
Lunch  will  be  served  immediately  following  the  service. 

For  more  information,  contact  Mrs.  Julia  Bennett  at  (252)  726-6370 
or  Mrs.  Connie  Alexander  at  (252)  726-4939. 

(Commemorative  plates  and  booklets  will  be  available  for  purchase.) 

2301  Crab  Point  Loop  Road,  Morehead  City,  NC  28557  •  (252)  726-6726 


NORTH  (AROLIMfl  fOUriDATIOn  fOR  CHRISTIOM  NmiSTRIES 


Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us,  leaving  us  a  marked  way; 
and  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way  for  those  who  come  after  us. 


A  Workshop 

Protecting  Your  Family  in  the  21st  Century 


Tuesday,  October  17,  2006  •  7-9  p.m. 
Core  Creek  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Cove  City,  NC 
The  Reverend  Mark  Barnhill,  host  pastor 

A  SERVICE  OF 

THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  FOUNDATION  FOR  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRIES 

Protecting  Your  Family  Through  Financial  and  Estate  Planning 

(documents  you  will  need) 

Mr.  Charles  L.  (Sonny)  McLawhorn  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Amy  Alston  Wells,  Attorneys 

McLawhorn  &  Associates,  Greenville,  North  Carolina 


Protecting  Your  Family  Through  Healthcare  Planning 

(documents  you  will  need) 

Dr.  Don  Ribeiro,  Family  Medical  Practice 

Greenville  and  Hookerton,  North  Carolina 


The  Final  Tithe — A  Legacy  That  Will  Continue  Living 

(documents  you  will  need) 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President 

North  Carolina  Foundation  for  Christian  Ministries 


The  workshop  is  an  open  meeting  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  attend.  There  is  no  registration  fee  or  charge; 
however,  it  would  be  helpful  if  those  who  plan  to  attend  would  notify  Ms.  Amy  Dawson  at  Core  Creek 
Church  (252)  638-3436  or  her  home  (252)  638-1419  no  later  than  October  15. 


Refreshments  and  Fellowship 


Are  you  required  to  take  a  distribution  from  your  IRA? 

Good  News  from  Washington 

Congress  recently  passed  the  Pension  Protection  Act  of  2006  into  law.  This  Act  covers  many 
important  items  relating  to  retirement  plans!  however,  it  allows  individuals  to  make  gifts  from 
their  IRA  and  exclude  the  amount  of  their  gifts  from  gross  income. 

To  qualify!       •     Donors  must  be  70  years  of  age  or  older 

•  The  gift  must  be  transferred  directly  from  an  IRA  to  qualified  charities 

•  The  maximum  gift  allowed  is  $100,000  per  taxpayer  per  year 

•  It  must  be  an  outright  gift  (Transfers  to  charitable  gift  annuities,  charitable 
remainder  trusts,  and  donor  advised  funds  do  not  qualify.) 

•  Transfers  are  only  available  for  2006  and  2007. 

This  is  an  exciting  opportunity  to  support  the  work  of  your  church  and  Free  Will  Baptist 
Ministries.  Please  contact  me  before  making  the  transfer  to  guarantee  your  gift  qualifies. 

Jeff  Daughtry 

Director  of  Planned  Giving,  Mount  Olive  College 
(919)  658-7831  jdaughtry@moc.edu 


The  Crusaders  for  Christ  Sunday  School  Class,  along  with  Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  proudly  invites  you  to  the  first  annual  Christmas  at  the  Creek.  This  event  will 
include  hand-made  crafts,  jewlery,  and  pocketbooks,  vendors  from  Pampered  Chef, 
Tupperware,  Creative  Memories,  and  many,  many  more.  Christmas  at  the  Creek  will  be 
held  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  Stoney  Creek  Church  at  752  Stoney  Creek  Church  Road  off 
NC  1 1 1  North.  There  will  be  breakfast  and  lunch  items,  as  well  as  home-made  baked 
goods,  for  you  to  enjoy.  For  questions  regarding  this  event,  or  directions  to  our  location, 
please  call  the  church  office  at  (919)  735-3916. 

Proceeds  from  this  event  will  go  toward  the  end  of  the  year  projects  planned  by  Crusaders  for 
Christ  including  their  annual  Christmas  party  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children 's  Home. 


Camp  (/aa/t>emere's 

j       1CP»  AM/OA*. 

Singing  by  the  R/i/er 


Friday,  October  20,  2006,  at  7  p.m. 
FEATURING 

Vim  in'  Up  Heavenly  Sonrise        Men  of  Faith 

CONCESSIONS  &  PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS  AVAILABLE 

Hot  Dogs,  Hamburgers,  Desserts,  Nachos  &  Cheese  •  T-Shirts,  Shorts,  &  Caps 


Saturday,  October  21 ,  2006,  at  10  a.m. 

FEATURING 

Four  in  Christ  Called  Out 

Second  Edition  New  River  Gospel 


CONCESSIONS  &  PROMOTIONAL  ITEMS  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

Hot  Dogs,  Hamburgers,  Desserts,  Nachos  &  Cheese  •  T-Shirts,  Shorts,  &  Caps  •  Yard  Sale 


10x10  BOOTHS  ARE  AVAILABLE  FOR  RENT  FOR  $25. 
YOU  OR  YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  SELL  CRAFTS  OR  OTHER  ITEMS. 
Please  contact  Ashley  Summerlin  at  (919)  778-4744 
to  receive  information  &  reserve  your  space 


A  love  offering  will  be  received  in  the  morning  &  afternoon. 
All  proceeds  go  to  Camp  Vandemere. 


o 

o 


Fishing  Tournament 

It  is  time  once  again  to  start  making  plans  to  participate  in  the  Annual  Speckled  Trout 
Fishing  Tournament  at  Camp  Vandemere.  This  year's  tournament  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  November  18,  2006.  The  tournament  will  begin  at  6  a.m.  and  will  end  at 
2  P.M.  with  the  weighing  in  of  the  day's  catch.  Lunch  will  be  provided  after  the  weigh  in. 

Use  of  Camp  Facilities  Friday  Night 

Supper  on  Friday  night,  11/17/06  $7 

Breakfast  on  Saturday  morning,  1 1/18/06  $5 

Lodging  in  Dormitory  $10  per  person 

Lodging  in  Family  Lodge  (call  manager  for  pricing) 

Drinks,  snacks,  and  ice  may  be  purchased  from  the  camp,  if  needed. 

Prices  for  Fishing  Tournament 
Per  Person  $35  (unlimited  number  per  boat) 

Includes  lunch  on  Saturday,  a  tournament  certificate,  and  prizes. 

Awarding  of  Prizes 
1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  place  trophies  for  most  weight  caught  per  person 

1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  place  trophies  for  biggest  fish  caught 

v  y 

Please  complete  the  form  below  and  return  with  your  $35  entry  fee  to:  Camp  Vandemere,  P.O. 

Box  188,  Vandemere,  NC  28587.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  Camp  Vandemere,  Inc.  All 

proceeds  will  go  toward  the  general  operating  fund  at  the  camp.  In  the  event  you  are  unable  to 

participate,  a  $10  administrative  fee  will  be  deducted  from  your  prepaid  entry  fee. 




Speckled  Trout  Fishing  Tournament 


Saturday,  November  18,  2006 


Name 


Phone 


Address 
Church_ 


City 


State 


Zip 


Number  in  Party 


Friday  Night  Supper:  Yes. 
Saturday  Breakfast:  Yes . 
Overnight  Lodging:  Yes. 


No 
No 

No. 


(Call  (252)  745-3171  for  more  information) 


r 
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OriginaC  Tree  Witt  (Baptist  Church 

The  Reverend  Chris  Casey,  pastor 
41  Friendship  Church  Road,  Middlesex,  NC 

Annual  Homecoming 

Sunday,  October  22,  2006 

Sunday  School  begins  at  9:45  a.m. 
Worship  begins  at  1 1:00  a.m. 

The  Reverend  De  Wayne  Eakes, 
pastor  of  Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama,  NC 
will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

Come  worsfiip  ancCfeCCowsfiip  with  us 
and  enjoy  Cunch  fofCowina  the  service] 


Too  many  of  us  are  like  the  old 
deacon  who  prayed,  "Use  me, 
O  lord,  in  thy  work — especially 
in  an  advisory  capacity." 


Churches  i  Ministry 
Positions  Available 


The  Reverend  Charles  Petit  is  available  for  pastoral, 
supply,  revivals,  or  interim  duties.  He  may  be  reached 
by  phone  at  (919)  553-5741  or  by  mail  at  2014  Penny 
Lane,  Clayton,  NC  27520. 


OFWB  Layman's  League  Convention 


Come  and  join  us  for  an  evening  of  food,  fellowship,  and  inspiration! 

November  10,  2006 
Johnston  Union  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

(3  miles  West  of  Smithfield  on  Highway  70) 

Meal— 6:30  p.m.  •  Meeting— 7:30  p.m. 

Kevin  Popin,  speaker 

What  Laymen  Can  Do  In  the  Church  Today 

Juniper  Five  Singers 
Juniper  Chapel  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro,  NC 


Display/Advertising  Rates 

1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $20 
1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $30 
1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $40 
3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $50 
Full  page  •  $60 
Full  Color  Back  Cover  •  $150 

Churches  &  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  No  Charge 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These 
charges  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming 
event  listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  editor  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone 
at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227. 

There  is  no  charge  for  article  submissions. 


f~w"""  (mm 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  December.)  When  the  5th  falls 
on  a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before.You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  159 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*Phone-in  and  handwritten  information  is  accept- 
able BUT  WE  CANNOT  BE  HELD  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ERRORS! 

*PlCTURES  ARE  NOT  RETURNED  UNLESS  THERE  IS  AN 
APPROPRIATE  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED  ENVELOPE  INCLUDED! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run 
for  2  months  only. 


The  Free  Will  Baptist 

Subscribe 


Yes!  I  want  to  subscribe  and  stay  informed. 


Name  (please  print) 
Address  


City 


State 


Zip 


□  New  Subscription 


or 


□  Renewal 


Phone  Number  __(_ 


area  code 


Church  (if  a  Plan) 


Individuals: 

□  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 

□  2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 

□  4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00 


Churches: 

U  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
to  one  individual  who  in  turn  distributes  these. 
I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

Q  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 


Mail  This  Form  With  Payment  To:  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  PO  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513 


5/22/2006 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM         NC  27706 


These  churches  keep  up  to  date  with  the 
latest— through  group  subscriptions  to 


Agape  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Antioch  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Barnes  Hill  Church,  Nashville,  NC 

Beaverdam  Church,  Clarendon,  NC 

Bethany  Church,  Wadesboro,  NC 

Bethany  Layman's  League,  Winterville,  NC 

Bethel  Church,  Four  Oaks,  NC 

Beulaville  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Black  Jack  Grove  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

Cabin  Church,  Beulaville,  NC 

Charity  Mission/Church, Whiteville,  NC 

Christian  Chapel  Church,  Pink  Hill,  NC 

Core  Creek  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 

Covenant  Church,  Hope  Mills,  NC 

Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City,  NC 

Croatan  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 

Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Seven  Springs,  NC 

Daniel's  Chapel  Woman's  Aux.,  Wilson,  NC 

Davis  Church,  Davis,  NC 

Deep  Run  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 

Dilda's  Grove  Church,  Fountain,  NC 

Edgewood  Church,  Macclesfield,  NC 

Elm  Grove  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

First  Church,  Durham,  NC 

First  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

First  Church,  High  Point,  NC 

First  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

First  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 

First  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

First  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

First  Church,  Tarboro,  NC 

First  Church,  Warsaw,  NC 

First  Church,  Williamston,  NC 

First  Church,  Wilson,  NC 

Folkstone  Church,  Holly  Ridge,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Spring  Hope,  NC 

Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

Fremont  Church,  Fremont,  NC 

Friendly  Chapel  Church,  Greensboro,  NC 

Friendship  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

Greater  Bethlehem  Church,  Starke,  FL 

Grimsley  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 

Gum  Swamp  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Harmony  Church,  Wilson,  NC 


Harrell's  Chapel  Church,  Snow  Hill,  NC 

Haymount  Church,  Fayetteville,  NC 

Hickory  Chapel  Church,  Ahoskie,  NC 

Hickory  Grove  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 

High  Point  Church,  Trinity,  NC 

Hillsberry  Church,  Clinton,  NC 

Holly  Springs  Woman's  Aux.,  Newport,  NC 

Hopewell  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

House  of  Prayer  Church,  Kernersville,  NC 

Howell  Swamp  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 

Hugo  Church,  Grifton,  NC 

Indian  Springs  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 

Jakin  Church,  Jakin,  GA 

Johnston  Union  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

Kenly  Church,  Kenly,  NC 

Kings  Cross  Roads  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

La  Grange  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 

Lanwood  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 

Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn,  NC 

Little  Creek  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama,  NC 

Living  Waters  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Longridge  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

Macedonia  Church,  Whiteville,  NC 

Marlboro  Church,  Farmville,  NC 

May's  Chapel  Church,  Dudley,  NC 

Moseley's  Creek  Church,  Dover,  NC 

Mt.  Calvary  Church,  Clarkton,  NC 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  Nashville,  NC 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  Bayboro,  NC 

New  Bethlehem  Church,  Grantsboro,  NC 

Northeast  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

Northern  Church,  Bahama,  NC 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 

Ormondsville  Church,  Ayden,  NC 

Pearsall  Chapel  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 

Pilgrim's  Home  Church,  Kinston,  NC 

Pine  Level  Church,  Pine  Level,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Greenville,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Albertson,  NC 

Piney  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Kenly,  NC 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Grimesland,  NC 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Pikeville,  NC 

Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 

Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Kenly,  NC 


Reedy  Branch  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Robert's  Grove  Woman's  Aux.,  Dunn,  NC 
Rock  Springs  Church,  Bailey,  NC 
Rose  Hill  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Rose  of  Sharon  Church,  Robersonville,  NC 
Russell  Creek  Church,  Beaufort,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  Ayden,  NC 
Saint's  Delight  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
Saratoga  Church,  Saratoga,  NC 
Sarecta  Church,  Kenansville,  NC 
Selma  Church,  Selma,  NC 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Dunn,  NC 
Sidney  Church,  Belhaven,  NC 
Silver  Creek  Church,  Swansboro,  NC 
Smith's  New  Home  Church,  Deep  Run,  NC 
Smyrna  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Sneads  Ferry  Church,  Sneads  Ferry,  NC 
Snow  Hill  Church,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
Soundside  Church,  Columbia,  NC 
Spring  Branch  Church,  Walstonburg,  NC 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Kenly,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Church,  New  Bern,  NC 
St.  Mary's  Grove  Church,  Benson,  NC 
St.  Paul  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  NC 
St.  Paul  Church,  Newton  Grove,  NC 
Steven's  Chapel  Church,  Benson,  NC 
Stony  Hill  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Sweet  Gum  Grove  Church,  Stokes,  NC 
Tee's  Chapel  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Middlesex,  NC 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth,  NC 
Unity  Church,  Wilson,  NC 
Walnut  Creek  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wardens  Grove  Church,  Lowland,  NC 
Westside  Church,  Kinston,  NC 
Whaley's  Chapel  Church,  Richlands,  NC 
White  Hill  Church,  Aurora,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  Bladenboro,  NC 
White  Oak  Church,  La  Grange,  NC 
Wildwood  Church,  Garner,  NC 
Wintergreen  Church,  Cove  City,  NC 
Winterville  Church,  Winterville,  NC 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
Yelverton  Grove  Church,  Smithfield,  NC 
Zion  Church,  Blakely,  GA 


your  church  can,  too!  Subscribe  Todagp ! 
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the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist 

MONTHLY  PLANNER 

November  2006 

CHILDREN'S  HOME  MONTH 


Meeting  dates  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  You  are  encouraged  to  call  in  advance  to  confirm  meeting  schedules. 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

election 
day 

8 

9 

Central  Conference, 
Marlboro  Church, 
Farmville,  NC 

10 

Layman's  League 
Convention, 
Camp  Vandemere 

Visitation  Day, 
Mount  Olive 
College,  9  a.m. 

11 

VETERAN'S 
DAY 

12 

■ 

13 

14 

Cape  Fear 
Conference, 
Smyrna  Church, 
Benson 

15 

16 

17 

Alumni 
Weekend, 
Mount  Olive 
College 
(Nov.  17-19) 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Founders  Day, 
Mount  Olive 
College 

22 

thanksgiving 
day 

24 

25 

Cragmont 
Board  Meeting, 
Black  Mountain 

26 

27 

28 

Mount  Olive 
College  Board 
of  Trustees 
Meeting 

29 

30 

Cragmont 
Christmas 
Weekend 
(Nov.  30-Dec.  3) 

Coming  Soon:  Notes: 

December  4 — Central  Conference  Layman's  League, 
Black  Jack  Church,  Pitt  County 
Supper — 6:30  p.m.,  Meeting — 7:00  p.m. 

 J 
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The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Christ  among  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  and 
we  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news 
that  is  inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  programs, 
or  policies,  and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirit  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation  and  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  The  contents  herein 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  and  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  The 
responsibility  for  each  article  is  given  the  person 
whose  name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

Subscription  Prices:  All  subscriptions  are  payable 

in  advance:  1  year  (12  issues)  $15.00 
2  years  (24  issues)  $27.00 
4  years  (48  issues)  $53.00. 

Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies 
of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  are  sent  to  one  individual 
who  in  turn  distributes  these. 

Every-Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church 
provides  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  every 
member  and  we  send  them  to  each  home. 
Churches  are  billed  quarterly. 
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the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.,  3928  Lee 
Street,  Ayden,  North  Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class 
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Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 
This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe 
on  him  whom  he  hath  sent  (John  6:29). 


THERE  WAS  A  TIME... 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Editor  Emeritus,  Guest  Writer 


Since  the  writing  of  last  month's  Reflections,  I've  given 
more  thought  relative  to  the  day-to-day  changes  taking 
place  around  us — changes  affecting  the  way  we  live  in 
reference  to  modern  technology,  how  we  conduct  our 
lives,  the  way  we  worship,  etc. 

Since  falling  into  the  senior  citizen  category,  all  these 
changes  and  trends  have  become  more  acute,  in  other 
words,  more  noticeable.  And,  as  much  of  my  writings  in 
the  past  few  years  have  reflected,  I  have  become  more 
nostalgic  and  reminiscent  of  bygone  years — years  that,  in 
many  ways,  seemed  better  than  the  here  and  now,  and 
surely  more  positive  in  many  ways.  (I  understand,  of 
course,  we  cannot  relive  the  past.  Many  good  things  are 
happening  today,  but  there  is  much  to 
be  concerned  about  in  this  present  day.) 

There  was  a  time  when  the  pace  of 
life  was  slower  and  less  complicated. 
There  was  a  time  when  we  knew  our 
neighbor  by  name  and  the  name  of  all 
the  family  members.  There  was  a  time 
when  marriage  meant  "until  death  do  us  part."  There  was 
no  doubt  that  marriage  meant  the  uniting  of  a  man  and  a 
woman.  No  one  needed  to  define  it.  There  was  a  time 
when  moral  standards  were  set  in  our  hearts  and  minds. 
There  was  a  time  when  preachers,  with  great  boldness, 
preached  against  sin  and  its  consequences,  reminding  the 
lost  that  Hell  was  certain  unless  repentance  took  place 
and  Christ  was  received.  There  was  a  time  when  revival 
meant  that  souls  were  saved.  There  was  no  thought  that 


someone  might  be  offended  if  the  truths  of  the  Bible  were 
proclaimed;  but  there  was  the  hope  and  prayer  that  con- 
viction would  fall  upon  the  lost.  There  was  a  time  when 
tears  fell  from  the  eyes  of  the  repentant  as  they  turned  to 
Christ.  During  such  revivals,  there  was  no  separation  of 
the  young  and  the  old  during  the  services.  In  fact,  chil- 
dren became  a  vital  part  of  the  services  with  the  singing 
of  the  choruses  of  old,  such  as,  "This  Little  Light  of  Mine," 
"Everyday  With  Jesus,"  and  many  others. 

There  was  a  time  when  Sunday  Schools  were  referred 
to  as  "the  gold  mine  of  the  church,"  meaning  that  a  large 
percentage  of  those  coming  into  the  church  came  through 
the  Sunday  Schools.  Now,  we  are  told,  there  are  some 
churches  considering  dropping  Sun- 
day School.  There  was  a  time  when 
everyone  was  "on  the  same  page"  in 
Sunday  School,  when  lessons  were 
based  on  the  same  materials  and  the 
Uniform  Series  was  the  way  to  go. 
There  was  a  time  when  The  Free  Will 
Baptist  League  served  as  a  training  instrument  for  both 
young  and  old,  and  youth  rallies  were  common  place,  with 
teens  accepting  Christ  in  most  of  these  rallies,  and  it  hap- 
pened without  "Christian  Rock." 

Yes,  indeed,  "there  was  a  time"  when  things  were  dif- 
ferent, and  through  those  principles  and  programs  our 
lives  were  fashioned.  As  with  all  trends,  time  will  tell  if 
we  are  on  the  right  path  relative  to  the  modern-day  trends. 
(More  in  the  next  Reflections.) 
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Here  I  stand  gazing  into  my  mirror  trying  to  solve  the  di- 
lemma that  has  suddenly  stomped  its  way  into  the  harmony 
of  the  day.  Anybody  with  one  eye  and  half  sense  could  see 
signs  of  the  footprints  of  time  that  have  trekked  their  way 
over  my  once  soft  creamy  skin.  It  is  certain,  beyond  a  shadow 
of  doubt,  that  I  have  reached  the  "autumn"  of  my  life. 

It  is  possible  that  those  thoughts  alone  might  fuel  any  fire, 
but  wrinkles  and  brown  spots  are  not  the  cause  of  my  sad- 
ness on  this  day.  Looking  closer,  I  gaze  into  the  reflection  of 
my  eyes  trying  to  see  what  other  people  observe  as  our  paths 
cross  from  day  to  day.  As  I  form  my  lips  into  a  false  smile,  I 
see  the  dimples  deepen  in  my  cheeks. 

Since  I  never  have  been  able  to  boast  of  being  a  beautiful 
woman,  my  smile  always  has  been  my  most  prized  gift  from 
God.  I  discovered  years  ago  that  a  smile,  with  dimples  at- 
tached, could  soften  the  heart  of  even  the  most  unhappy  per- 
son I  met.  That  is  until  now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  as  of  this  day. 

When  I  was  seventeen,  Christ  came  for  a  visit  to  my  house, 
and  I  invited  Him  to  stay.  It  has  been  so  wonderful  having  Him 
here.  He  has  helped  me  keep  my  thoughts,  my  speech,  and  my 
actions  clean.  Under  His  guidance,  I  have  tried  with  all  my 
strength  to  be  good  and  to  give  myself  unselfishly  to  others. 

I  Will  admit  that  sometimes  I  have  had  a  "hard  row  to 
hoe."  Once,  I  even  became  very  angry  with  Christ,  but  He 
still  didn't  move  out.  How  He  stayed  on  in  the  midst  of  all 
the  dust  and  grime,  I  don't  know.  As  I  remember,  learning 
how  to  find  something  to  love  in  everyone  was  perhaps  the 
hardest  endeavor  of  all.  He  has  been  a  patient,  loving  guest 
within  my  life. 

I  see  light  twirling  on  the  mirrored  surface  in  front  of  me, 
reminding  me  of  the  sorrow  of  this  day.  Being  "good"  and 
"loving  others"  has  cost  me  dearly.  I  don't  know  why  I  didn't 
notice  before,  but  I  always  am  hearing  sarcastic  broken  sen- 
tences like,  "Be  quiet,  here  comes  the  preacher's  wife."  "We 
can't  say  things  like  that  in  front  of  her."  Or,  one  of  the  most 
familiar  things  I  hear  is  the  constant  apologizing  from  other 
"Christians"  for  saying  off-color  words  that  surely  hurt 
Christ.  Jokes  that  can't  be  shared  with  me  because  of  the 
words  or  off-color  meanings  are  clandestinely  whispered  all 
around  by  those  who  profess  to  be  Christians.  What  is  wrong 
with  telling  clean  jokes?  I  am  sure  they  are  just  as  funny! 


by  Elaine  Swinson 


"Miss  Goody-Goody  Two  Shoes" — what  a  cruel  label  to 
be  given  to  someone  who  is  trying  so  hard  to  please  the  Lord. 
I  must  confess  that  I  am  afraid  of  the  wrath  of  the  Lord,  be- 
cause I  know  the  penalty  of  sin.  It  is  written  right  there  in 
the  Holy  Bible  for  everyone  to  see.  So  I  don't  understand 
why  some  "Christians"  use  inappropriate  words  when  they 
are  upset,  tell  dirty  jokes,  and  gossip  like  eating  a  full  bag  of 
popcorn  dripping  with  butter.  Perhaps  a  better  use  for  our 
tongues  would  be  praying  for  those  who  have  stepped  off 
the  narrow  way  and  can't  seem  to  find  their  way  back  or 
praying  with  someone  to  repair  broken  relationships. 

At  60  years  old,  I  am  finding  it  harder  than  ever  to  be 
good  without  being  ridiculed  or  considered  as  trying  to  be  a 
better  Christian  than  those  around  me.  Some  folks  believe  a 
good  person  sits  in  judgment  of  others  and  considers  him- 
self or  herself  to  be  perfect.  I  guess  I  always  have  thought 
that  as  people  grew  older  they  would  want  to  become  better 
Christians  because  their  time  is  running  out  to  make  amends 

I  also  am  quite  aware  now  that  being  good  sometimes 
puts  you  in  a  category  of  being  avoided,  and  opens  the  door 
of  loneliness  as  you  stand  alone.  Nope,  not  alone — for  Jesus 
is  always  there.  But,  I  will  confess  that  being  lonely  among 
those  I  love  is  a  very  difficult  burden  to  bear.  Having  to  weigh 
friendship  against  serving  God  is  not  something  I  thought  I 
ever  would  encounter.  However,  here  it  is  in  plain  sight  and 
must  be  endured. 

For  those  who  read  these  words,  please  let  me  tell  you 
that  God  has  been  so  good  to  me  that  I  have  no  choice  but  to 
be  good  to  Him.  Be  assured  that  I  sin  daily  and  am  far  from 
perfect.  My  thoughts  are  often  the  source  of  the  worst  of  my 
sins.  Growing  older,  however,  does  not  give  anyone  the 
license  to  think,  say,  or  do  anything  they  want — the  penalty 
for  unrepentant  sin  is  the  same  as  it  always  has  been — death. 

Mirrors  are  everywhere:  the  bath,  the  living  room,  the  car, 
your  purse,  in  department  stores.  Check  yourself  out.  Are 
you  really  being  "good"  for  Christ  or  are  you  being  self- 
serving  and  "holier  than  thou"  for  your  own  purposes? 
Perhaps  you  are  just  keeping  your  friends  happy  by  listening 
to  their  unsavory  language,  dirty  jokes,  and  gossip?  Look 
closely;  mirrors  don't  lie. . . .  A 
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I 


by  the  Reverend  Joey  Williams 


"It's  A-MAZE-ING!!!"  What  is  "A-Maze-ing"  you 
ask?  Well,  to  answer  your  question,  our  "Crazy  Maze 
at  the  Creek"  is  a-Maze-ing.  What  is  the  "Crazy  Maze 
at  the  Creek"?  "Crazy  Maze  at  the  Creek"  is  a  corn  maze 
sponsored  by  Stoney  Creek  Youth  Ministry  of  Stoney 
Creek  Church  in  Goldsboro.  Our  corn  maze  is  a  way 
for  our  church  to  reach  out  to  our  community  in  a 
unique  way  and  to  raise  money  to  support  the  youth 
ministry  program  of  the  church.  For  the  longest  time 
churches  have  been  involved  in  all  sorts  of  events  to 
reach  out  to  the  community.  I  have  heard  of  churches 
doing  yard  sales,  bake  sales,  pancake  suppers,  pig  pick- 
in's,  golf  tournaments,  etc.,  and  we  at  the  Creek  have 
had  all  these  events.  But  a  corn  maze? 

How  did  this  idea  of  starting  a  corn  maze  all  come 
about?  We  were  sitting  in  a  finance  meeting  discussing 
a  parcel  of  land,  adjacent  to  the  church,  which  we  re- 
cently purchased.  There  was  a  concern  about  what  we 
could  do  with  the  field  so  that  we  would  not  have  to 
mow  it  every  month.  "Let's  allow  a  farmer  to  use  the 
land,"  was  the  first  solution  to  this  problem.  We  even 
voted  to  make  this  the  recommendation  to  the  church. 
However,  before  we  left  the  meeting  a  crazy  idea,  to 
plant  a  corn  maze,  was  mentioned  to  me  by  Wes  Boyd, 
the  youth  minister.  Well  there  you  have  it,  the  start  of 
an  idea  which  has  now  grown  into  something  awesome. 
And  when  I  say  grow,  I  truly  mean  grow. 

So  we  pulled  our  team  together  to  make  this  thing 
happen.  We  enlisted  the  help  of  Kevin  Johnson,  who 
works  with  the  Wayne  County  Extension  Agency  and 
is  a  member  of  the  church.  Kevin  had  been  wanting  to 
get  a  corn  maze  started  in  the  county  and  what  better 
way  than  to  help  your  church  start  one?  Kevin  got 
together  with  Wayne  Batten  to  help  map  out  the  maze 
and  Mike  Kirby  to  plant  the  corn  which  was  donated 
by  Monsanto. 

By  early  April  our  five  acre  cornfield  had  been 
planted.  Then  in  late  April,  using  GPS  technology 
Johnson  and  Batten  plotted  the  initial  path,  which  were 
completely  open  a  few  days  later.  Now  all  we  had  to 
do  was  wait  and  pray  for  our  corn  to  grow.  Thank  the 
Lord  that  our  corn  grew,  and  grew,  and  grew.  While 


our  corn  was  growing  we  were  also  growing,  more  ex- 
cited and  anxious.  One  neat  thing  Kevin  did  was  to  get 
a  local  pilot  to  fly  him  over  the  field  where  he  was  able 
to  take  some  aerial  photographs  of  our  "Crazy  Maze." 
I  was  so  excited  the  first  time  I  saw  the  pictures  I  printed 
a  8x10  copy  to  carry  around  to  show  people. 

Finally  the  day  came,  September  1,  to  open  the 
"Crazy  Maze  at  the  Creek."  We  were  still  excited  and 
still  nervous  not  knowing  how  our  maze  would  be 
received.  However,  before  that  first  day  arrived  a  tropi- 
cal storm  with  eight  inches  of  rain  came  through  the 
area  and  washed  away  our  opening  weekend.  But  that 
was  okay  because  we  still  had  a  few  more  things  we 
wanted  to  do  and  we  used  the  extra  week  to  finalize 
the  maze.  If  a  tropical  storm  wasn't  enough,  we  had 
some  unwelcome  guests  to  visit  our  maze.  It  seems  that 
the  local  deer  discovered  how  cool  it  would  be  to  walk 
the  trails  of  the  "Crazy  Maze"  while  stopping  now  and 
again  for  an  ear  or  two  of  corn.  There  is  even  one  place 
you  would  have  thought  the  deer  had  a  wrestling 
match.  Yet  we  are  so  thankful  that  they  only  did  minimal 
damage. 

Finally,  the  second  opening  day  came,  September  8, 
and  we  were  able  to  officially  open  our  maze  to  the 
public.  We  had  14  visitors  to  the  corn  maze  that  first 
night,  which  was  not  many  but  a  good  start.  The  local 
paper,  The  News-Argus,  came  that  Friday  to  take  pic- 
tures to  go  along  with  an  article  which  was  published 
on  the  front  page  of  the  feature  section  that  Sunday.  By 
the  time  the  weekend  was  over  we  had  entertained  over 
150  guests  and  had  been  featured  in  the  local  paper.  We 
considered  it  a  wonderful  start  to  something  that  would 
continue  to  grow  and  allow  us  to  reach  out  to  our 
community. 

Since  that  opening  weekend  we  have  received  over 
800  guests  to  our  corn  maze.  During  these  past  weeks 
we  have  had  families,  church  youth  groups,  and  pre- 
school classes  come  and  enjoy  getting  lost  in  our  corn 
maze.  So  often  we  talk  about  not  wanting  people  to  be 
lost,  however  when  it  comes  to  the  "Crazy  Maze"  that 
is  what  we  like  to  hear.  We  want  them  to  get  lost  in  our 
maze  because  that  is  what  makes  it  fun.  And  boy,  we 
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had  some  people  get  lost.  I  think  it  is  okay  to  say  that 
only  about  15  percent  of  the  people  who  enter  the  maze 
exit  the  maze,  through  the  exit,  in  less  than  30  minutes. 
Most  of  the  people  get  to  a  certain  point  in  the  maze 
and  start  wondering.  Some  eventually  exit  the  maze 
through  the  exit  while  some  eventually  exit  the  maze 
through  the  entrance  an  hour  or  so  later.  However,  no 
matter  which  way  they  exit  the  maze,  they  always  exit 
feeling  a  sense  of  accomplishment,  laughing,  and  with 
smiles  on  their  faces.  During  the  first  month  we  also 
offered  people  a  chance  to  get  lost  in  the  maze,  to  play 
capture  the  flag,  to  do  a  scavenger  hunt,  and  a  verse 
search  challenge. 

By  the  time  this  prticle  is  published  we  will  have  com- 
pleted the  month  of  October  at  the  "Crazy  Maze."  During 
the  month  of  October  we  are  expecting  over  800  chil- 
dren to  come  with  their  school  or  pre-school  to  enjoy  a 
trip  through  the  maze,  and  a  hayride  to  our  pumpkin 
patch  where  each  child  will  receive  his  or  her  own 
pumpkin.  We  are  also  expecting  another  300  to  visit  us 
on  the  weekends.  Then  we  are  expecting  hundreds 
more  to  visit  us  from  October  25-October  31  for  our 
"Haunted  Maze  at  the  Creek."  That's  right,  we  are  spon- 
soring a  haunted  maze,  however,  our  haunted  maze 
comes  with  a  twist.  Yes,  we  are  going  to  try  to  scare 
every  person  who  comes  through  the  maze,  and  I'm 
sure  we  will  scare  a  lot  of  people.  Yet,  we  have  planned 
something  special  for  them  when  they  leave.  As  they 


are  exiting  the  maze  they  will  be  greeted  by  signs  which 
have  scripture  printed  on  them  and  then  we  will  make  a 
presentation  of  the  Gospel  when  they  finally  come  out. 
You  see,  we  understand  that  the  world  views  death  dif- 
ferently than  the  church.  Therefore  we  are  going  to  use 
something  that  the  world  celebrates  and  turn  it  into 
something  God  can  celebrate.  We  are  going  to  teach  our 
visitors  that  death  isn't  the  end  for  those  who  trust  Jesus. 

As  I  look  back  on  how  this  concept  came  to  life,  how 
successful  the  first  month  was,  and  how  successful  I 
know  our  last  month  will  be,  I  am  reminded  of  some- 
thing we  taught  our  kids  here  at  the  Creek  back  in  January. 
During  the  month  of  January  we  taught  our  kids  the 
virtue  "resourcefulness"  which  means  "using  what  you 
have  to  get  the  job  done."  That  month  we  taught  them 
that  God  wants  us  to  take  what  resources  we  have  and 
use  them  to  reach  people  for  Him.  That  is  what  we  have 
tried  to  do  with  the  "Crazy  Maze  at  the  Creek."  We 
have  tried  to  take  a  resource  God  has  provided  to  us 
and  use  it  to  reach  families.  So  far,  we  have  been  suc- 
cessful. So  far,  we  have  provided  people  a  way  to  spend 
fun  time  together  in  a  clean  environment,  and  in  the 
process  consider  visiting  and  becoming  a  part  of  our 
church.  And  we  are  looking  forward  to  the  many  people 
we  will  reach  for  Christ  during  the  month  of  October. 
All-in-all,  it  has  been  a  wonderful  journey  creating 
something  that  has  been  able  to  make  an  impact  on  the 
lives  of  people  for  Christ.  ▲ 
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An  aerial  view  of  the  "Crazy  Maze  at  the  Creek. 
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At  a 
gerious 

Crossroads: 

A  Response 

by  the  Reverend  Brad  Williamson 

In  the  October  issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  an  ar- 
ticle was  written  by  one  of  our  ordained  ministers. 
However,  this  article  is  not  the  main  impetus  for  my 
response.  For  some  time  now  I  have  observed  that 
this  topic  was  re-emerging.  This  observation  dates 
back  to  my  days  at  Mount  Olive  College  as  a  stu- 
dent in  the  late  1990s  and  recently  I  have  seen  an 
increase  in  its  discussion  at  our  denominational 
meetings  and  in  published  articles  in  The  Free  Will 
Baptist.  Honestly,  I  am  not  pleased  that  I  have  had 
to  write  this  response,  nor  am  I  pleased  that  I  seem 
to  be  the  first. 

I  agree  with  Brother  Hamm's  statement  that  "Ev- 
ery generation  faces  at  least  one  opportunity  to  make 
a  difference  in  the  life  of  the  church."  I  do  believe 
that  the  OFWB  denomination  is  at  a  serious  cross- 
roads. Decisions  we  make  now  will  impact  several 
generations  to  come.  Decisions  I  help  foster  or  hinder 
will  impact  my  children  and  perhaps  their  children. 
So  yes,  we  must  face  issues  such  as  the  ordination  of 
women  with  much  prayer,  study,  and  patience  as 
Brother  Hamm  stated. 

Brother  Hamm  correctly  stated  that  the  issue  of 
ordination  of  women  is  not  a  new  issue.  While  I  have 
not  seen  evidence  that  this  issue  goes  beyond  the 
20th  century,  I  will  admit  that  it  is  an  issue  that  our 
denomination  had  remained  undecided  upon  since 
the  early  1900s.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for  the  Conven- 
tion, as  well  as  Conferences  or  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  to  clearly  go  on  record  as  other  denomina- 
tions have  done  in  the  past.  As  one  reads  the  many 
history  books  written  about  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  there  have  been  times  when  our  forerun- 
ners sought  peace  by  dodging  conflict;  however,  they 
eventually  took  a  stand  when  they  were  given  no 


other  choice.  I  believe  that  they  each  found  a  seri- 
ous crossroads  which  has  carried  us  to  this  place  in 
history. 

While  the  noun  "ordination"  or  verb  "to  ordain" 
may  not  be  found  in  the  New  Testament  there  are 
occasions  where  the  church  acknowledged  God's 
special  call  upon  certain  individuals.  Such  is  the  case 
in  Acts  13:2,  "As  they  ministered  to  the  Lord,  and 
fasted,  the  Holy  Ghost  said,  'Separate  me  Barnabas 
and  Saul  for  the  work  whereunto  I  have  called 
them.'"  The  word  for  "separate"  in  the  Greek  means 
"to  set  off  by  boundary,  i.e.  limit,  exclude,  appoint." 
The  word  "called"  in  the  Greek  means  "to  call  to- 
ward oneself,  i.e.  to  summon,  invite."  This  verse  be- 
gins the  record  of  Paul's  missionary  journey,  and 
clearly  shows  that  this  calling  is  given  by  God  and 
acknowledged  by  the  church. 

Confusion  on  the  issue  of  ordination  has  occurred 
because  we  have  sought  to  do  God's  job  for  Him.  We 
have  sought  to  interpret  Scripture  according  to  our 
theological  bent,  and  we  have  sought  to  read  a 
postmodern  world  into  an  eternal  Word,  which  relates 
not  only  to  the  ordination  of  women,  but  also  the  quali- 
fications Scripture  gives  to  us  concerning  bishops  and 
elders  (known  today  as  pastors).  If  God  is  to  provide 
the  call  upon  an  individual's  life,  then  let  us  allow  Him 
to  reveal  His  will  throughout  His  Word.  I  take  no  ar- 
gument with  women  having  a  role  in  ministry.  Because 
I  believe  the  Scriptures  to  be  infallible  and  inerrant,  I 
can  accept  Jesus  sending  the  women  to  spread  the 
Gospel  as  Brother  Hamm  pointed  out  in  his  article.  I 
also  can  accept  that  God  uses  women  as  Joel  and  Peter 
proclaimed;  Phillip's  daughters  prove  this  to  be  true.  I 
believe  there  are  many  ways  the  women  of  the  OFWB 
denomination  can  and  do  minister. 
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Because  I  believe  the  Scriptures  to  be  infallible  and 
inerrant,  I  cannot  believe  God  acts  contrary  to  what 
He  has  revealed  concerning  Himself.  Neither  can  I 
believe  He  would  allow  someone  to  lie  about  their 
identity  and  propose  to  write  as  the  Apostle  Paul.  If 
all  Scripture  is  God-breathed,  then  Genesis  1:1 
through  Revelation  22:21  is  an  accurate  record  of 
God's  revelation.  So  despite  the  discussion  over 
Paul's  limitation  of  the  role  of  women  in  1 
Corinthians  and  1  Timothy,  God's  complete  Word 
shows  us  that  men  and  women  have  different  but 
equal  roles  to  play  in  service  to  God.  From  the  very 
beginning,  there  has  been  given  by  God  a  certain 
order  in  relationships.  Obviously,  God  is  to  be  first 
in  everything;  that  should  not  even  need  to  be  stated. 
Scripture  does  show  us  that  even  the  triune  God  dis- 
plays a  relational  understanding  as  God  the  son 
obeys  God  the  Father,  and  they  together  send  out 
God  the  Holy  Spirit.  Whether  we  want  to  admit  it 
or  not,  Scripture  shows  us  that  the  man  has  been 
given  a  certain  level  of  authority  that  the  woman 
does  not  have.  This  is  evident  even  before  the  fall  in 
the  garden,  going  back  to  Genesis  chapters  1-2. 

Within  our  denomination  we  use  ordination  for 
two  offices:  the  office  of  pastor  and  the  office  of  dea- 
con. Scripture  does  teach  that  a  woman  should  not 
have  authority  over  man  (see  1  Timothy  2:12).  Both 
those  offices  in  our  tradition  have  certain  authority 
given  to  them.  Even  if  verse  12  is  limited  to  the  hus- 


band then  that  means  the  ordained  woman's  hus- 
band could  not  worship  with  the  congregation  she 
pastors.  However,  because  I  believe  the  Bible  to  be 
God's  Word  from  opening  verse  to  closing  verse,  I 
must  believe  that  ordination  to  serve  as  pastor  must 
be  held  for  qualified  men  only.  Some  will  say  that  I 
am  questioning  a  woman's  calling,  and  some  will 
say  I  am  doing  God's  work.  I  humbly  submit  that 
God,  who  is  the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  forever, 
will  not  speak  contrary  to  His  Word.  For  any  woman 
dealing  with  a  call  from  God  upon  her  life,  I  simply 
ask  her  to  do  what  I  had  to  do;  know  that  it  is  God 
who  calls;  know  that  this  calling  is  in  line  with  Scrip- 
ture; and  for  others  to  affirm  God's  calling. 

I  agree  with  and  quote  Brother  Hamm,  who  wrote, 
"These  are  serious  times,  times  which  require  seri- 
ous decisions,  decisions  bathed  in  prayer,  diligently 
studied,  and  inundated  with  patience.  The  focus 
must  be  on  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  not  any  hu- 
man formed  agenda."  I  only  ask  that  all  of  us  seek 
to  understand  God's  will  concerning  this  issue  be- 
fore we  consider  any  revision  to  our  Articles  of  Faith 
or  Conference  policies.  I  believe  that  this  discussion 
should  not  be  exclusive  to  our  pastors  or  post-gradu- 
ate educators,  but  must  include  the  laity  of  the  OFWB 
denomination.  What  opinions  do  the  people  have? 
May  we  hear  from  them  as  well?  If  we  are  indeed  at 
a  serious  crossroads,  then  it  is  time  to  discern  which 
route  God  would  have  us  go.  A 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  PRESS  RELEASE 

Memoir  of  the  Modern  Language  Association's  1 19th  Annual  Convention  in 
San  Diego  and  Reflections  on  Random  Travels  in  San  Diego  and  Tijuana 

by  Pepper  Worthington 

The  Modern  Language  Association  is  one  of  the  largest  literature  and  language  aca- 
demic teachers's  association  in  the  world.  Some  8,000  scholars  attended  the  119th  Annual 
Covnention  in  San  Diego  where  a  series  of  lectures  featured  professional  discussions, 
papers,  and  analysis  on  such  authors  as  Nathanial  Hawthorne,  Stephen  Crane,  Henry 
James,  Tolkein,  DuBois,  Zola,  and  others. 

Pepper  Worthington  has  created  a  mamoir  of  some  of  these  MLA  sessions  which  in- 
cludes these  authors  as  well  as  modern  themes  such  as  the  effects  of  machines  on  people, 
the  debate  on  whether  a  perpetual  state  of  war  exists,  double  consciousness  for  Afro- 
Americans,  and  the  obsessive-compulsive  behavior  in  literature. 

Worthington's  Memoir  also  includes  a  gllimpse  of  the  famous  San  Diego  Zoo,  essays  on 
the  Gaslamp  Quarter  of  San  Diego,  a  massage  from  Bishop  Gilbert  E.  Chavez  of  Saint 
Joseph's  Cathedral  on  Third  Avenue  in  San  Diego,  a  visit  to  Coronado  across  the  San 
Diego-Coronado  Bridge,  exhibits  at  Balboa  Park,  Old  Town  in  San  Diego,  and  a  day  in 
Tijuana. 

For  more  information  on  this  new  book  from  the  2006-2007  Mount  Olive  College  Press 
season,  contact  Lillian  Grubbs  or  Happy  Taylor  at  (919)  658-2502. 
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UnderstandinK  the  behind  the  Scenes  Work  of  the  Pastorate 

by  Dr.  Greg  Day, 

Campus  Minister /Assistant  Professor  of  Religion,  Mount  Olive  College 


Part  Two:  biblical  and  Business  Models  of  Churches 


I  preached  a  sermon  some  time  ago  that  stated 
that  we,  as  the  church,  are  not  to  be  keepers  of  the 
aquarium  but  rather  fishers  of  people.  Pastors  live 
in  a  glass  house,  exposed  to  the  world  for  all  to  see 
and  to  judge.  What  most  congregations  fail  to 
realize  is  that  the  world  is  watching  them — in  their 
own  glass  house  (the  church).  The  church  expects 
far  too  much  of  its  pastor  and  the  world  demands 
even  more  of  the  church.  Is  it  possible  to  manage 
to  live  up  to  these  imposed  expectations? 

In  my  previous  article  I  articulated  that 
pastoring  has  become  a  profession  that  extracts  and 
expects  so  much  that  it  is  not  humanly  possible 
for  a  person  to  manage  and  live  up  to  all  of  its 
imposed  expectations.  Within  the  context  of  this 
article  I  would  like  to  address  the  biblical  and  busi- 
ness models  of  church  leadership  and  perhaps 
bring  about  an  avenue  of  dialogue  which  might 
move  churches  and  pastors  toward  a  healthy  bib- 
lical pastor  and  church  relationship. 

Called  vs.  Hired 

Most  church  leadership  experts  would  agree  that 
the  church  as  a  whole  has  succumbed  to  the  busi- 
ness model  of  operation.  This  model  places  the 
pastor  as  an  employee  and  the  congregation  as  the 
customers.  The  pastor  becomes  the  "hired  hand" 
to  manage  the  small  business,  which  should  be 
known  as  the  congregation.  The  primary  task  of 
the  pastor  becomes  attempting  to  keep  the  customers 
happy  (equated  with  contracts  and  performance 
evaluations  of  only  the  pastor),  produce  and  mar- 
ket an  attractive  product  (so-called  evangelism), 
and  keep  the  bottom  line  sound  and  secure  (num- 
bers and  financial  resources). 

When  the  church  operates  on  a  biblical  and 
missional  model,  pastors  are  "called"  rather  than 
"hired."  The  key  to  this  model  is  that  pastors 


"serve"  God  first,  their  family  second,  and  denomi- 
nation and  congregation  third.  It  matters  not 
whether  congregations  like  or  dislike  the  pastors, 
because  the  biblical  model  gives  pastors  an  author- 
ity to  nurture  and  lead  congregations  spiritually. 
Of  course,  pastors  are  not  free  to  rule  and  do  what- 
ever they  please,  for  they  are  under  spiritual  and 
ecclesiastical  guidelines  (biblical  and  the  Articles 
of  Faith). 

Congregations  are  also  "called"  to  serve,  not 
dominate.  The  peace,  unity,  and  mission  of  con- 
gregations are  their  shared  responsibilities.  They 
are  not  required  to  become  slaves  to  the  leadership 
or  their  pastors  or  elected  leaders,  but  neither  are 
they  free  to  ignore,  resist,  or  abuse  their  leaders.  A 
biblical /mission  church  should  try  to  function  with 
its  reference  points  being  God's  purposes,  the  wis- 
dom of  previous  and  present  leaders,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit's  guidance  in  its  mission  purpose  and  plan. 
There  is  no  room  for  bickering,  powerplays,  and 
pastoral  or  congregational  abuse  in  a  biblical  and 
missional  model  of  leadership. 

Biblical  and  Congregational  Pastoring 

Pastors  are  on  call  24  hours  a  day  every  day  of 
the  year.  Every  time  their  phone  rings,  no  matter 
where  they  are,  the  family  plans  more  than  likely 
are  about  to  change.  There  are  some  practical  ways 
that  pastors  and  congregations  can  work  together 
for  the  health  of  the  pastor  and  the  church  family 
as  a  whole  and  become  biblical  models  of  leader- 
ship. 

1.  The  health  of  the  pastor.  Spiritual  leaders  need 
to  take  responsibility  for  their  own  health — emo- 
tional, spiritual,  and  physical.  The  biblical  model 
of  the  Sabbath  is  important.  Proper  rest  and  care 
of  the  body  and  spirit  is  essential.  The  best  model 
is  that  of  Jesus,  who  intentionally  took  time  away 
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from  his  disciples  in  order  to  rest  and  communicate 
with  God.  A  sabbath  for  the  pastor  is  essential. 
Congregations  may  want  to  provide  fitness  club 
memberships  for  their  ministers  so  they  might 
maintain  good  health  and  well-being. 

2.  Personal  support  system.  Pastors  need  pas- 
tors as  much  as  much  as  congregations  need 
pastoring.  Create  an  ecumenical  pastor's  fellowship 
whereupon  fellow  church  leaders  can  fellowship, 
study  rest,  and  recreate.  A  congregation  can  offer 
its  services  by  providing  time  away  or  a  luncheon 
for  area  ministers  to  gather. 

3.  Professional  growth.  Excellence  in  ministry  is 
a  noble  and  rewarding  goal.  Pastors  are  more  vul- 
nerable to  loss  of  support  and  failure  when  they 
fail  to  grow  and  improve  themselves  in  their  calling 
and  profession.  Attending  professional  conferences 
is  a  necessity  to  keep  in  touch  with  current  trends 
and  ways  to  effectively  minister. 

4.  Professional  consultants.  There  are  profes- 
sional resources  and  people  who  can  help  pastors 
and  congregations  grow  together.  Many  pastors 
and  churches  fear  using  such  resources  because 


they  are  deemed  to  be  signs  of  weakness.  Most  wait 
until  it  is  too  late  to  seek  help  and  guidance.  Both 
congregations  and  pastors  find  themselves  alone 
if  they  choose  to  be.  Even  Jesus  asked  for  guid- 
ance and  help  from  God. 

5.  Continuing  education.  Pastors  do  not  learn 
everything  about  ministry  by  simply  being  called 
into  the  ministry  and  receiving  ordination.  Con- 
tinuing education  and  growth  must  be  afforded 
to  all  pastors  and  congregations  to  expand  skills 
and  perspectives.  Many  church  conflicts  arise  out 
of  the  fact  that  clergy  and  churches  have  not 
leaixied  how  to  deal  with  diversity,  dissent,  and 
conflict.  Biblically  based  education  and  sound  doc- 
trine will  reap  faith-forming  results  that  will  make 
congregational,  pastoral  relations,  and  missional 
work  flourish. 

In  my  final  article  I  will  address  the  issue  of  the 
characteristics  of  a  healthy  congregation.  Remember, 
our  pastors  need  us  as  much  as  we  need  them  and 
a  healthy  relationship  between  pastors  and  con- 
gregations is  not  only  biblically  mandated  but  also 
possible  if  each  are  willing  to  do  their  part.  ▲ 


Twelve  Ordinary  Men 
by  John  MacArthur 

Hardcover,  Thomas  Nelson  Publishers  •  List  $22.99,  Our  Price  $20.69 
Our  Sale  Price  $18.39— That's  20%  off  through  November  30,  2006 

Who  were  these  men?  They  weren't  Saints.  They  weren't  scholars.  They  weren't  even 
religious  sages. 

What  is  most  amazing  about  the  disciples  is  that  Jesus  ever  selected  them  at  all:  among 
them  a  handful  of  common  fishermen,  a  hated  tax  collector,  and  an  impulsive  political 
zealot. 

When  you  take  a  fresh  look  at  the  disciples,  you'll  be  faced  with  a  stunning  fact:  The  men 
the  Savior  chose  were  ordinary.  Hopelessly  human.  Remarkably  unremarkable.  But  they 
were  available  and  obedient  to  the  Master's  call. 

And,  under  Jesus'  teaching  and  touch,  they  became  a  force  that  forever  changed  the  world. 

This  book,  written  by  one  of  today's  most  trusted  Bible  teachers,  brings  you  face-to-face  with  the  disciples  as  you've  never 
seen  them  before.  You'll  walk  in  their  shoes.  You'll  understand  their  doubts  and  hopes.  And  you'll  hear  the  power  of  Jesus' 
words  in  a  whole  new  way. 

The  message  of  Twelve  Ordinary  Men  is  clear.  If  Christ  can  accomplish  His  purposes  through  the  lives  of  common  men  like 
these,  imagine  what  He  has  in  store  for  you! 

To  order,  contact  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  1-800-849-3927 
Or  visit  any  of  your  Bible  Bookstore  locations  (Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern) 
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NOVEMBER— CHILDREN'S  HOME  MONTH 


Many  events  take  place  during  November.  Dur- 
this  time  of  year,  our  thoughts  are  turned  to 
upcoming  holiday  season — Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas.  "We,"  as  a  nation,  as  a 
church,  and  as  individuals,  are  so  abun- 
dantly blessed.  We  see  evidence  of  this 
daily.  The  FWB  Children's  Home  is  no 
exception.  For  86  years  now,  we  have 
celebrated  Thanksgiving  as  a  Christian 
home  for  boys  and  girls.  Our  children, 
who  for  various  reasons,  needed  a  place  to  call  home  were 
able  to  find  it  in  a  Christian  atmosphere  with  understand- 
ing and  compassionate  care.  The  staff  at  the  home  has  been 
blessed  through  their  service  to  more  than  1,950  children. 


They  have  witnessed  firsthand  the  generosity  of  God's 
people;  lives  have  been  touched  and  hearts  have  been 
changed  through  the  unselfish  giving  of  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists to  this  childcare  ministry. 

As  in  the  past,  the  OFWB  denomination  has  set  aside 
November  as  Children's  Home  Month  within  the  OFWB 
churches.  Please  continue  to  remember  the  Children's 
Home  in  your  prayers  and  through  your  financial  gifts, 
and  take  time  this  month,  to  whisper  a  special  prayer,  or 
send  a  special  offering  to  the  home.  Reflect  on  the  bless- 
ings that  God  has  bestowed  upon  you  and  your  family, 
and  give  thanks,  and  know  that  you  are  a  blessing  to  oth- 
ers through  your  sharing,  not  just  during  the  Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday,  but  each  and  every  day. 


BLESSINGS  COME  IN  MANY  DIFFERENT  WAYS 

We  thank  the  following  churches  for  taking  the  time  to  visit  and  share  with  the  Children's  Home. 


Daniel's  Chapel  Church,  Wilson,  NC 


Powhatan  Church,  Clayton,  NC 


We  want  to  thank  everyone 
who  collected  school  supplies  for 
the  Home.  We  have  a  good  supply 
to  help  meet  our  children's  school 
needs. 


Selma  Church,  Selma,  NC 
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CHRISTMAS  2006 


Dear  Friends, 

"Tis  the  season  to  be  jolly,"  "Joy  to  the  world" — these  are  simple  words  to  catchy 
tunes  that  many  of  us  hum  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  What  do  they  mean?  Well, 
to  most  of  us  they  mean  sharing  happy  times  and  special  moments  with  family  and 
friends,  delicious  meals,  beautiful  gifts,  and  reflections  on  our  Christian  heritage.  What 
do  they  mean  to  a  child  born  into  a  family  of  poverty,  neglect,  and  abuse — mental, 
emotional,  and  physical?  What  do  they  mean  to  a  child  who  doesn't  have  clean  clothes, 
a  warm  bed,  or  daily  food?  What  do  they  mean  to  a  child  who  is  two  or  more  grade 
levels  behind  in  school  because  nobody  cared?  Well,  for  many  of  the  children  we  serve 
today,  those  words  don't  mean  much. 

As  we  start  preparations  for  this  Christmas  season,  we  would  like  to  invite  you  to  be 
a  part  of  our  sponsorship  program.  For  many,  sharing  with  us  at  Christmas  and  through- 
out the  year  is  a  family  tradition.  We  want  each  child  living  at  the  Children's  Home  to 
learn  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas,  and  experience  the  joys  of  the  Christmas  Season. By 
participating  in  our  Christmas  Sponsorship  Program,  you  can  make  a  child  feel  spe- 
cial this  Christmas.  You  can  help  by  contributing  $100  for  each  child  you  would  like  to 
sponsor.  Simply  complete  the  Sponsorship  Reservation  Form  below,  and  return  it  to 
us  by  December  1,  2006,  so  we  may  prepare  for  the  Christmas  season. 

Please  accept  my  wishes  to  you  and  your  family  for  a  Blessed  Christmas  and  a  won- 
derful Holiday  Season,  and  know  that  through  your  sharing,  you  have  brought  joy 
into  the  life  of  a  child. 

Yours,  For  His  Children, 
Bobby  R.  Taylor,  President 


I  1 

CHRISTMAS  SPONSORSHIP  RESERVATION  FORM 

Sponsor:    

Contact  Person:  

Address:   

City:   


State: 


Zip: 


Telephone: 


Number  of  children  we  would  like  to  sponsor  @  $100  per  child: 


Please  return  the  above  form  to: 
Children's  Home,  PO  Box  249,  Middlesex,  NC  27557 
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FRIENDS  OF  CHILDREN'S  DAY 

Don't  forget  Friends  of  Children's  Day,  November  18,  2006.  Please  call  or  send  your  confirmation  so  that  it 
reaches  us  by  November  8,  2006. 

INVITATION 

The  Board  of  Directors  invites  you  and  your  guests  to  our  annual  luncheon  for  Friends  of  Children  Appreciation 
Day  on  Saturday,  November  18,  2006, 12  noon,  at  the  Whitley  Center  on  campus.  The  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Phillip 
Boykin  from  Black  Jack  Church,  Greenville.  Special  music  will  be  provided  by  Black  Jack  Church. 


Please  RSVP  by  November  8,  2006 

Number  in  Party  

Name:   ,  

Phone:  

Address:  

City:   State:   Zip: 


Please  return  the  above  form  to: 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  249 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 
Telephone:  (252)  235-2161 
Fax:  (252)  235-2625 
Email:  <cbatten@fwbchildrenshome.org> 


CAMPUS  NEEDS  LIST 

•Extreme  Teen  Bibles,  Nelson  Publishing  Company 

•Personal  Hygiene  Items  (Antiperspirant  for  boys 
and  girls),  body  lotion,  hair  care  products 
•Twin  size  sheet  sets  and  comforters 
•Vinyl  mattress  pad  covers 
•  Bathroom  Rugs 

•Shower  Curtain  Liners  (HD  vinyl) 
•PlayStation  Games  (e-rating) 
•Filing  Cabinets  (4-drawer,  fire  proof) 

•Round  folding  Banquet  Tables  and 

stackable  chairs  (approximate  cost  $3000) 
•Campus  Snack  Vending  Machine  ($1000) 
•Curtains/ Valances  for  Cottages 
•Kitchen  towels /dish  cloths 

Please  visit  our  website  at: 
<www.fwbchildrenshome.org>  for  an  updated  list. 


WEBSITE  UPDATE 

We  have  recently  updated  and  improved  our 
website.  We  have  added  two  new  pages,  "FWB 
Church  Visitors"  and  "Campus  Activities"  pictures. 
We  also  have  updated  other  pictures  throughout  the 
site.  We  periodically  will  update  the  pictures  on  these 
two  pages,  reflecting  the  most  recent  events.  This  is 
a  great  way  for  you  to  learn  more  about  what  is  go- 
ing on  at  your  childcare  ministry. 


DON'T  FORGET 
Friends  of  Children's  Day 
November  18,  2006. 

Please  call  or  send  your  confirmation 
by  November  8,  2006. 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Press 


PO  Box  159  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  746-6128  •  (800)  849-3927 
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Part  3:  Office  Furnishings 


We  have  presented  our  needs  in  order  to  answer  any 
questions  you  and  your  church  might  have  concerning  our 
campaign  to  raise  $125,000  for  the  Press.  We  told  you  first 
about  our  most  urgent  need — new  computer  hardware, 
software,  direct-to-negative  imagesetter,  and  printer — now 
we  will  tell  you  about  the  least  urgent  of  our  needs.  How- 
ever, just  because  this  may  be  last  on  the  list,  does  not  mean 
it  is  not  important! 

So  what  is  this  final  need?  Office  furnishings.  Let  us 
explain  why  this  is  a  sincere  need.  Most  of  our  office  furni- 
ture has  been  around  for  decades.  You  see,  in  the  days  when 
this  furniture  was  placed  in  the  editorial  offices,  the  Press 
was  not  using  computers!  Now  there  are  computers  in  ev- 
ery office!  Unfortunately,  the  desks  we  now  have  were  not 
designed  to  be  "computer  desks."  That  means  computer 
keyboards  and  mice  are  often  at  higher  levels  than  they 
should  be  in  order  to  prevent  damage  (and  soreness)  to 
our  arms  and  wrists.  Over  the  years,  furniture  design  has 
become  more  ergonomically  sound  with  regards  to  the 
advent  of  computers  and  the  need  for  more  efficient  work- 
stations. New  workstations  will  improve  the  health  and 
efficiency  of  our  employees.  Some  of  our  employees  have 
brought  their  own  computer  desks  from  home,  but  they 
are  too  small  and  inadequate  for  our  work. 

We  do  not  want  to  appear  frivolous  with  this  need.  We 
simply  need  something  that  is  more  suitable  for  our  work 


in  these  more  technological  times.  Our  customers  are  our 
very  own  OFWB  people  as  well  as  people  from  outside 
our  denomination.  We  must  project  the  professionalism 
needed  to  attract  greater  numbers  of  new  customers,  while 
maintaining  our  current  ones. 

A  list  of  our  needs  and  support  forms  have  appeared  in 
the  past  several  issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist.  Your  church 
has  also  received  letters  which  have  addressed  our  needs. 
Hopefully,  someone  at  your  church  has  shared  these 
letters  with  you.  We  hope  you  and  your  Woman's  Auxilia- 
ries, Layman's  Leagues,  Sunday  School  classes,  youth 
groups,  and  churches  will  take  all  of  these  needed  improve- 
ments into  consideration  when  discussing  how  much  you 
can  contribute  to  our  fundraising  effort.  Designating  a 
Sunday's  offering  or  the  proceeds  from  a  fundraiser  are 
just  two  of  many  ways  to  help  us  reach  our  goal. 

Since  the  beginning  of  this  campaign,  we  have  received 
a  total  of  $17,637.66,  and  our  supporters  have  grown  to 
include  59  churches,  church  groups,  individuals,  and  busi- 
nesses. We  greatly  appreciate  everything  that  has  been 
contributed  so  far,  but  we  still  need  $107,362.34.  Will  you 
join  the  others  and  support  The  Press  to  $125,000,  so  we  can 
better  serve  YOU? 

Note:  If  you  missed  the  previous  two  articles  expressing  the 
most  important  reasons  for  our  need,  they  can  be  found  in  the 
September  and  October  2006  issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 


Clip  and  mail  with  contribution  to:  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  'ATTN:  Editor  •  3928  Lee  Street  •  Ayden,  NC  28513 


Church  Name. 
Address  


City 


Contact  Name 


State    Zip  Code 

Phone  (include  area  code)  


Our  Support  Level  Is: 

O  £100-249   Publisher's  Club  O  £1,000-2,499  Editor's  League 

O  £250-499   Proofreader's  Club  O  £2,500-4,999  Writer's  Guild 

O  £500-999   Designer's  Club  O  £5,000+  Foundation  Builder 

O  Our  Total  Gift  of  £  is  enclosed. 

O  Our  Total  Gift  of  £  will  be  made  over  a  2  year  period. 

Payments  of  £  will  be  made:  O  Monthly   O  Quarterly   O  Semiannually   O  Annually 


Please  Note:  Churches  may  give  freely.  However,  for  tax  deduction  purposes,  individuals  should  give  through 
their  church.  In  order  to  do  this,  a  church  must  set  up  a  fund  for  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  give  through  that  fund. 
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PO  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  746-4963 

MY  RECENT  TRIP  TO  BULGARIA 

by  Harold  Jones 


Planning  meeting 


Pictured/ above  is  Harold  standing  on  the 
land  in  Balchik.  Pictured  below  is  baby 
Christina. 


Maji  teaching  Gypsies. 

On  September  20, 1  departed  from  Raleigh-Durham  Airport  to  visit  our  work  in 
Bulgaria.  After  a  long  trip,  I  arrived  in  Varna,  Bulgaria,  at  8  p.m.  on  September  21. 
Tezdjan,  Meji,  Kosta,  and  Kosta's  daughter  met  me  at  the  airport.  After  greetings, 
we  traveled  to  the  home  of  Willem  and  Lydia  in  Balchik.  They  met  me  with  warm 
greetings  and  a  delicious  bowl  of  hot  soup.  (Willem  can  cook  some  of  the  best 
soup  you  ever  have  tasted.) 

Willem  and  Lydia  had  been  back  in  Bulgaria  for  approximately  ten  days  when 
I  arrived.  They  spent  three  months  in  the  Netherlands,  where  Willem  underwent 
treatment  for  prostate  cancer.  The  treatment  was  a  success.  They  are  extremely 
happy  to  be  back  in  Bulgaria. 

While  I  was  there  I  visited  the  work  in  Varna,  Targoviste,  and  Balchik.  We  also 
had  a  planning  meeting  to  discuss  the  future  expansion  of  the  work.  We  believe 
the  Lord  is  going  to  do  some  great  things  in  years  to  come.  I  also  visited  the  land 
that  has  been  purchased  in  Balchik,  where  we  plan  to  construct  a  multi-purpose 
center.  This  building  is  greatly  needed.  At  this  time,  we  have  no  place  where  all  of 
our  people  in  Balchik  can  assemble  together.  They  have  to  meet  in  small  groups  at 
different  times  during  the  week.  This  is  good,  but  they  also  need  to  meet  together 
for  worship,  which  is  not  possible  because  of  space  limitations.  Please  join  us  in 
prayer  for  this  project.  More  details  will  be  given  as  plans  and  costs  are  finalized. 

I  have  a  special  request  for  Pastor  Kosta's  wife,  Christina.  Both  of  her  kidneys 
have  failed  and  she  has  to  have  dialysis  every  other  day.  This  is  taking  a  terrible 
toll  on  her  body.  She  needs  a  miracle.  Please  pray  for  her. 

Before  leaving  Bulgaria, 
I  visited  Dr.  Kiril  Svilenov, 
Irina,  Danny,  and 
Christina,  who  was  born 
in  May  of  this  year.  Dr. 
Svilenov  is  the  president 
of  our  work  in  Bulgaria. 
He  also  has  a  private 
medical  practice  in  Sophia 
where  he  extends  help  to 
those  who  cannot  afford  a 
doctor's  visit. 

This  was  a  very 
productive  and  enjoyable 
trip.  Thank  you  for  your 
prayers  and  support. 


Danny,  Irina,  Kiril 
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"I  WANT  HELP  FOR  MY  SON' 

by  Harold  Jones 

There  were  many 
people  who  came  to  the 
clinic  that  was  held  in 
Cebu  during  the  Short- 
Term  trip  there  in  April. 
I  cannot  remember  all  of 
them,  but  I  will  never  for- 
get "James"  and  his 
mother.  She  brought 
James  to  the  clinic  in 
hopes  that  we  would 
provide  an  operation  for 
his  severe  hairclip.  While 
Dr.  Ribeiro  was  examin- 
ing James,  he  noticed 
that  his  mother  had  a 
damaged  eye.  She  said  it 

was  from  an  accident  years  earlier.  Dr.  Ribeiro  asked  her 
if  he  could  examine  the  eye  and  she  said,  "No,  all  I  want 
is  help  for  my  son."  This  is  a  perfect  example  of  the  love  a 
mother  has  for  her  children.  The  children  come  first,  be- 
fore personal  needs.  James  is  a  loved  little  boy. 

That  day  we  assured  her  that  we  would  help  James  and 
a  few  weeks  later  he  had  the  operation  to  repair  his  lip. 
Thank  you  for  praying  and  giving  to  make  it  possible  to 
help  children  like  this  in  other  countries. 


James  with  his  mother  before 
the  operation. 


James  with  his  parents  after  the  surgery. 


Thank  you  for  your  prayers 
and  financial  support. 


NEWS  FROM  PLARIDEL 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PALAWAN,  PHILIPPINES 


We,  the  Onbong  family 
and  the  believers  at  Plaridel, 
extend  our  thanksgiving, 
first  to  the  Most  High  God 
who  supplies  all  our  needs. 
In  addition,  we  thank  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
and  all  churches  and  indi- 
viduals who  sponsored  the 
project  for  the  new  parson- 
age at  Plaridel. 


The  Onbong  family 


Our  church  is  growing.  We  recently  baptized  fifteen  young  people 
who  had  trusted  Christ  as  their  Savior. 


We  thank  the  Lord  for  having  the  kinder  school.  Aside  from 
evangelizing  the  children,  through  them  we  can  easily  reach  their 
parents  for  Christ. 


One  of  the 
projects  of  the 
kinder  parents 
2006-2007  is 
making  a 
ivaiting  shed  in 
front  of  the 
church  as  their 
contribution  to 
the  school. 
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(RflCMonT  Assembly 


1233  North  Fork  Road  •  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711  •  (828)  669-7677 


LABOR  OF  LOVE' 


These  words  seem 
inadequate  to  describe  the 
recent  "mission  trip"  by 
Lee's  Chapel  Church  to 
Cragmont.  The  Rev.  Ricky 
Warren,  his  wife,  Angela, 
and  fifty-five  members  of 
the  church  arrived  intent  on 
giving  back  to  the  mountain 
that  has  been  such  a 
blessing  to  them.  They  had 
made  a  list — checked  it 
more  than  twice — and  came 
prepared  and  determined  to 
accomplish  their  goals.  And 
what  a  difference  they 
made!  From  the  repair  and 
repainting  of  the  sign  by  the 
road  to  the  purchase, 
delivery,  and  installation  of 
the  new  refrigerator  in  the 
new  lodge,  they  seemed  to 
be  everywhere.  From  the 
simple  to  the  complicated 
they  worked  all  weekend  in 
energetic  small  groups 

doing  everything  from  driveway  repair  to  covered  walkway  lighting — from 
repairing  nail  heads  on  the  front  porch  to  installing  headboards  on  the  new 
lodge  beds — from  cleaning  carpets  and  waxing  floors  in  the  main  building 
to  placing  new  lamps  and  pictures  in  the  new  lodge — from  new  flowers  to 
new  bedspreads —  it's  all  simply  beautiful.  What  a  labor  of  love!  A  page 
filled  with  "thank  yous"  cannot  express  our  thanks  to  our  friends  who  were 
determined  to  fulfill  their  intended  mission.  But  we  do  say  "thank  you"  as 
sincere  as  we  know  how — to  our  friends  who  came  and  made  such  a 
difference  on  the  mountain. 
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FIRST  GOLFER  APPRECIATION  WEEKEND  HELD 


September  21-24  was  a  first  for  a 
number  of  golfers  who  annually  par- 
ticipate in  our  fundraising  golf  tour- 
nament in  Wilson.  For  half  of  the 
twenty  or  so  golfers  and  their  wives 
who  arrived  that  Thursday  it  was  the 
first  time  they  ever  had  been  to 
Cragmont.  New  friendships  were 
made,  wives  went  shopping  and  en- 
joyed "porch  time"  in  the  rocking 
chairs,  and  the  men  enjoyed  two  days 
of  mountain  golf  and  fellowship.  Ev- 
eryone was  thrilled  with  the  new 
lodge,  the  great  food,  and  the  total 
Cragmont  experience.  Already  look- 
ing forward  to  next  year's  event — they 
plan  to  register  early  and  bring 
friends.  "You  can't  just  tell  them  about 
it,"  one  said,  "they  have  to  come  and 
feel  this  place.  Then  they'll  be  back  just 
like  I  plan  on."  Amen  to  that,  my 
brother! 


A  CRAGMONT  CHRISTMAS 


November  30-December  3,  2006 
(Thursday — Sunday) 
Cragmont  Assembly,  Black  Mountain,  NC 
Fellowship  and  Fun 
Shows  and  Shopping 
Eats  and  Entertainment 


WHO: 


COST:      $275  per  person 


COVERS:  1)  Lodging  at  Cragmont 

2)  Meals  at  Cragmont 

3)  Transportation: 


Thurs:  Eastern  NC  to  Cragmont 
Fri/Sat:  Sightseeing  in  Western  NC 
and  Tennessee 

Sun:  Cragmont  to  Eastern  NC 
4)  Entertainment 

We  want  YOU  to  fill  out  the 
registration  form  and  return 
along  with  $100  per  person  deposit 


Name: 


Address: 
City:   


State: 


Zip: 


Telephone:  daytime  (_ 
Roommate:  


evening  ( 


For  health  reasons,  I  require  a  ground  level  room.      Yes  No  

Number  in  party  ($100  per  person  deposit)  Check_Visa  MasterCard  Discover  American  Express,    ° 1 

Card  Number:  Expiration  date:  


Mail  to:  Cragmont  Christmas,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
Any  questions  call:  (877)  669-7677  (toll  free) 
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Sunday  School  Ministry 


PO  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  746-4963 


CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR  2007 

The  Sunday  School  Ministry  awards  camp  scholarships  each  year  to  young  people  ages  9-18  who 
to  go  to  summer  camp,  but  who  need  financial  assistance.  The  scholarship  value  will  cover  the  cost 
of  the  camp,  with  the  exception  of  personal  spending  money.  The  application  must  be  ac 
companied  by  a  letter  from  the  pastor  or  the  church  or  the  Sunday  School  superinten- 
dent substantiating  the  financial  need.  When  the  selection  is  made,  the  applicant  will  be 
notified  and  he  or  she  must  in  turn  inform  the  Sunday  School  Ministry  director  of  the 
Camp  they  wish  to  attend,  either  at  Cragmont  or  Vandemere.  The  applicant  or  parent 
should  complete  the  following  information  and  mail  the  form  with  the  appropriate 
letters  to  the  Sunday  School  Ministry  Director  at  P.O.  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  The 
application  must  be  postmarked  by  December  31,  2006,  in  order  to  be  considered.  If 
further  information  is  needed,  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  the  Sunday  School  office  at 
(252)  746-4963  or  e-mail  at  <director@ofwbsundayschool.org>. 


CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  2007  APPLICATION 


Name: 


Name  of  Parents  or  Guardians: 
Address:  


City: 
Teleph 


State: 


Zip: 


one: 


Church: 


Conference: 


Write  a  brief  statement  as  to  why  you  want  to  go  to  camp  and  why  you  need  the  financial  assistance. 
(Use  extra  paper  if  needed.) 
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Retirement  ttoMts  Mihistry 


PO  Box  39  •  Ayden,  NC  28513  •  (252)  746-4963 


PEOPLE  HELPING  PEOPLE  IN  JESUS'  NAME 

Greetings  from  your  Retirement  Homes  Ministry.  The  past  couple  of  months  have  been  a  busy  but  wonderful  time  for  us. 
We  have  been  able  to  talk  about  Retirement  Homes  in  several  of  our  churches  and  at  many  annual  conferences. 

This  ministry  has  been  able  to  help  not  only  our  nineteen  clients  but  we  have  placed  four  recliner/lift  chairs,  five  wheel- 
chairs, three  shower  chairs,  two  hospital  beds,  and  two  bedside  commodes  during  the  last  two  months.  The  availability  for 
these  items  is  possible  thanks  to  our  people  who  have  donated  them. 

I  continue  to  encourage  our  OFWB  churches  and  individuals  to  pray  for  this  ministry  and  continue  the  blessed  donations 
we  receive. 

The  Retirement  Homes  Ministry  is  anticipating  adding  two  more  clients  in  the  near  future.  If  this  does  occur,  your  contin- 
ued support  and  even  an  increase  in  giving  will  be  needed.  Be  much  in  prayer  about  this. 

I  would  like  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  different  groups  in  your  church  such  as  the  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Layman's  League, 
or  any  group  you  have.  I  have  found  that  many  of  our  people  do  not  know  what  the  Retirement  Homes  Ministry  is  all  about. 

Please  remember  that  January  is  Retirement  Homes  Month  and  January  21,  2007,  is  our  special  Sunday.  We  hope  you  will 
make  an  effort  to  make  a  special  donation  on  this  day 


mm 

HouriT  Olive  College 

634  Henderson  Street  •  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  •  (919)  658-2502  •  (800)  653-0854 

(Mount  Ofive  CoCCege 

Hoard of Ti rustees 
and 

President  J.  WiCCiam  (Byrd 
invite  you  and  your  guests  to  the  dedication  oftfie 

W.  (Burtzette  and  (Rose  (M.  (Roper  (naff 

on  Saturday  afternoon 
the  eighteenth  of  November 
two  thousand  and  six 
at  three  oyc(ock 
in  the  auditorium 

Heceiption  and  Open  Q-Couse  tojottaw 


Please  RSVP  to  Kathy  Gardner  at  (800)  653-0854  or  (919)  658-7746  or 
<kgardner@moc.edu>  so  that  adequate  arrangements  can  be  made  for  all 
of  our  guests. 
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STUDENTS  NOW  HAVE  ACCESS  TO  DIVINITY  PROGRAM 


This  year  marks  the  inauguration  of  a  partnership  pro- 
gram between  Campbell  University  Divinity  School  and 
Mount  Olive  College.  Campbell  University  Divinity 
School  is  now  offering  courses  on  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege campus  leading  to  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree.  The 
first  six  students,  five  of  whom  currently  are  pastoring  in 
area  churches,  are  excited  about  the  educational  program 
being  so  close  to  home. 

Professor  for  the  first  course,  "Introduction  to  Theologi- 
cal Education,"  is  Dr.  Michael  G.  Cogdill,  dean  of  the 
Campbell  Divinity  School.  Other  courses  to  be  offered 
during  the  fall  semester  include  "Worship  and  Spiritual 
Formation"  and  "Introduction  to  the  New  Testament." 

A  major  focus  of  this  partnership  is  to  accommodate 
ministers  and  students  from  the  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist tradition,  of  which  Mount  Olive  is  a  part,  to  receive 
graduate  theological  education  and  training  for  Christian 
ministry. 

"We  are  excited  about  this  partnership.  For  years,  many 
Mount  Olive  graduates  have  chosen  Campbell  Divinity 


School  for  their  master's  work  in  theological  education 
and  we  have  been  blessed  by  their  presence,"  says 
Cogdill.  "Offering  our  classes  on  their  campus  will  make 
that  easier  for  their  students  as  well  as  other  students  in 
eastern  North  Carolina." 

Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  chair  of  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Department  of  Religion,  shared  similar  enthusiasm  about 
this  new  program.  "Ministers  in  our  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  are  dedicated  servants  of  God.  Transforming 
this  commitment  to  effective  ministry  requires 
preparation.  Campbell  Divinity  School  has  a  strong  aca- 
demic program,  but  demonstrates  also  an  equally  strong 
commitment  to  preparing  ministers  for  the  challenges  of 
congregational  ministry.  We  welcome  this  partnership  to 
our  campus." 

Since  partnership  courses  will  be  offered  each  semes- 
ter, interested  persons  may  apply  now  for  classes  begin- 
ning in  January.  For  additional  information,  contact 
Kheresa  Harmon,  director  of  Admissions  at  Campbell,  at 
(800)  760-9827  or  email  her  at  <harmonk@campbell.edu>. 


REQUEST  FOR  CHURCH  BUILDING  PHOTOS 


Mount  Olive  College's  Moye  Library  was  fortunate  to 
receive  from  the  State  Library  of  North  Carolina  a  NC 
ECHO  grant  to  digitize  materials  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Historical  Collection.  Funding  was  made  possible  by  the 
federal  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  (IMS) 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Library  Services  and 
Technology  Act  (LSTA)  as  administered  by  the  State 
Library  of  North  Carolina,  a  division  of  the  Department 
of  Cultural  Resources.  As  part  of  this  project,  we  want  to 
create  an  online  exhibit  of  photos  of  old  Free  Will  Baptist 
church  buildings  that  are  no  longer  being  used  for  church 
activities. 


If  you  have  photos  of  a  Free  Will  Baptist  church  that 
has  been  destroyed  or  has  moved  to  a  new  location,  we 
would  love  to  include  the  photo  in  our  exhibit.  Please  send 
your  pictures,  along  with  any  information  you  may  have 
about  the  photo  and  former  church  building  (such  as 
location  or  history),  to  Gary  Barefoot,  Curator,  Free  Will 
Baptist  Historical  Collection,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount 
Olive,  NC  28365.  If  you  want  the  photo  returned,  we  will 
make  copies  and  return  the  original  to  you.  Thank  you 
for  your  help  with  this  project. 


DR.  RAPER  ADDRESSES  NEW  STUDENTS 


Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  President  Emeritus,  ad- 
dressed new  students  at  a  Freshman  Orientation 
class  in  Rodgers  Chapel  at  the  start  of  this  Fall  2006 
Semester. 

Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  Alisha  Cummings  from 
Marsh  Szvamp  Church,  Wilson  Count}/;  Keith  Woodard 
from  Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Johnston  County;  Dr. 
Raper,  Andrew  Grubbs  from  Plymouth  Church, 
Washington  County;  Danielle  Sanderson  from  Bethel 
Church,  Pamlico  County;  and  George  Mitchell  from 
Rains  Crossroads  Church,  Johnston  County. 
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SCENES  FROM  THE  2006  ANNUAL 
BRIDGE  BUILDERS  APPRECIATION  DINNER 
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Alumni  and  students  enjoy  concert  by  Scott  Bircher  during  the 
opening  weeks  of  Fall  2006. 


Charles  L.  Sonny  McLaivhorn  ]r.,  a  member  of  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Board  of  Trustees,  spoke  about  the  United  States  Consti- 
tution at  the  weekly  Mount  Olive  College  chapel  service  in  Rodgers 
Chapel.  The  event  was  a  part  of  the  National  Annual  Constitution 
Celebration. 


Richard  Holmes  '92  comes  home.  Chaplain  Holmes  recently 
challenged  Mount  Olive  College  students  during  the  weekly  chapel 
service  in  Rodgers  Chapel.  Pictured  with  him  (former  professor) 
Dr.  David  Hines,  chair  of  the  Religion  Department,  along  with 
students  Jessica  and  Joseph  Lanier  from  Cabin  Church,  Duplin 
County  (where  he  was  their  pastor),  and  his  mother,  Mrs.  Alice 
Dunn. 
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MOC  EXPERIMENTS  WITH 

NEW  APPROACH  TO 
LEARNING  FOR  FRESHMEN 

Mount  Olive  College  has  known  for  some  time  that  teach- 
ing students  through  a  cohort  experience  is  successful.  The 
concept  has  worked  well  for  the  College's  nontraditional  stu- 
dent body  because  it  inspires  a  connectedness  and  camara- 
derie among  students.  Getting  underway  this  fall,  Mount 
Olive  College  has  instituted  a  Learning  Cohort  trial  for  a 
select  group  of  its  traditional  college  freshmen  The  ideal  can- 
didates are  those  students  who  are  outgoing,  benefit  from  a 
team  teaching  approach,  and  like  hands-on  activities. 

The  Learning  Cohorts  at  Mount  Olive  College  will  pro- 
vide freshmen  with  the  opportunity  to  stay  with  the  same 
group  of  students  during  two  semesters  of  educational  ex- 
periences such  as  field  trips,  interviews,  and  other  activities 
to  promote  collegial  learning.  These  courses  will  cover  top- 
ics such  as  anthropology,  history,  and  English.  The  Cohorts 
are  being  led  by  a  three  member  team  that  includes  Dr.  Chris 
Dyer,  Dr.  Dee  Clere,  and  Dr.  Richard  Kennedy. 

"The  learning  cohort  concept  has  been  a  successful  for- 
mat in  transforming  the  way  MOC  has  approached  nontra- 
ditional programming  since  it  gives  students  a  chance  to  start 
together,  stay  together  for  an  extended  period  of  time,  and 
finish  together,"  Dyer  stated.  "The  bonding  experience, 
which  occurs  as  a  result  of  the  prolonged  exposure  to  the 
same  individuals,  promotes  team  work  and  friendship  net- 
works. In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  'no  brainer'  for  use  in  the  tradi- 
tional college  experience  where  new  freshman  are  looking  to 
develop  friendships  as  well  as  team  skills.  It  also  simulates 
the  real  work  environment,"  he  concluded. 
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COMING  EVENTS 

Campus  Visitation  Day  •  Friday,  November  10 

High  School  seniors  are  invited  to  tour  our  campus,  meet 
our  professors,  and  talk  with  our  admissions  representa- 
tives. This  event  will  be  held  from  9  a.m.-I  p.m.  Bring  your 
completed  application  and  we'll  waive  the  $20  application 
fee!  To  make  your  reservation,  contact  Admissions  at  (800) 
653-0854  or  e-mail  <admissions@moc.edu>. 

Alumni  Weekend  •  November  17-19,  2006 

Join  fellow  alumni  and  MOC  faculty,  staff,  and  students  for 
a  weekend  full  of  fellowship  and  friendship.  Highlights 
include  the  alumni  scholarship  golf  tournament,  alumni 
awards  ceremony,  41st  Annual  Pickle  Classic,  and  class  re- 
unions. For  more  information,  contact  Alumni  Relations 
at  (919)  658-7761  or  (800)  653-0854. 

Founders  Day  •  Tuesday,  November  21,  2006 

Mount  Olive  College  will  celebrate  its  annual  Founders  Day 
at  11  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  November  21,  in  Rodgers  Chapel. 
During  the  annual  Founders  Day  ceremony,  employees  are 
recognized  for  their  years  of  service.  The  Founders  Leader- 
ship Award,  the  highest  honor  given  to  a  student,  will  also 
be  presented. 


ALUMNI  BOARD  CONDUCTS  FALL  MEETING 


Twenty-six  members  of  the  Mount  Olive  College  Alumni 
Board  and  their  spouses  recently  convened  for  one  of  their 
tri-annual  meetings.  Coming  from  all  across  the  US,  they 
gather  for  a  few  days  each  winter,  summer,  and  fall  to  dis- 
cuss and  support  their  alma  mater. 

"Our  alumni  president  flies  in  from  Arizona  and  two  board 
members  come  down  from  Richmond,"  stated  Dianne  Riley, 
director  of  Alumni  Relations.  "Most  people  travel  from  all 
over  North  Carolina,  and  there  have  been  occasions  when  a 
board  member  flies  in  from  Texas  and  another  from  China! 
They  are  a  dedicated  group,"  she  added. 

The  alumni  board  meetings  focus  on  committee  work- 
shops, planning  for  the  coming  year,  electing  officers  and 
announcing  alumni  awards.  During  the  recent  meeting, 
members  voted  to  continue  supporting  the  Communications 
Complex  at  MOC. 

"I  am  so  pleased  that  they  voted  to  continue  the  commu- 
nications project  for  four  more  years  with  the  goal  to  name 
the  College  Archives  Room,"  Riley  said. 

The  group  toured  the  newly  opened  Communications 
Complex,  which  had  just  opened  days  prior.  "They  loved  it 
and  were  very  excited  over  the  possibilities,"  Riley  com- 
mented. 

Riley  went  on  to  talk  about  the  Involvement  Committee 
of  the  board,  "They  have  planned  a  great  Alumni  Weekend 
with  something  for  everyone;  golf,  art  exhibits,  music,  food, 
basketball,  fun  games  for  alumni  children,  reunions,  and 
much  more." 

Since  reorganizing  in  January  of  1997,  the  Alumni  Board 
has  made  great  strides  involving  alumni  revisiting  their  alma 
mater.  They  will  host  their  10th  Alumni  Weekend  this  fall 


Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  president,  Tom  and  Nancy  Yates,  Pink  Hill;  Ray 
Casey,  Goldsboro;  Don  Hargroi>e,  Mount  Olive;  Hidden — Johnny  Davis, 
Mount  Olive;  Tommy  and  Francine  Cooke,  Greenville;  Griff  Griffin,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia;  Ernie  Taylor,  Mount  Olive;  Rick  Rhodes,  Arkansas;  Red 
Gainey,  Havelock;  Carolyn  Hill,  Raleigh;  Hidden  back — Genevieve  Tay- 
lor, Snow  Hill;  Jane  Gainey,  Havelock;  Stanley  Harrell,  Morehead  City, 
This  is  a  partial  group  of  those  who  attended. 

and  they  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  alumni  donations  to  the 
College  have  not  only  doubled  but  quadrupled! 

"The  Alumni  Board  is  a  hard  working  group,  who  care 
about  Mount  Olive  College  and  are  making  a  difference  for 
our  students  and  our  alumni!"  Riley  concluded. 

Alumni  weekend  at  Mount  Olive  College  is  scheduled  for 
November  17-19.  The  theme  this  year  is  "Doing  Even  More 
Than  Before."  For  a  complete  schedule  of  events  or  for  more 
information  about  how  you  can  be  involved  at  Mount  Olive 
College,  contact  Dianne  Riley  at  (919)  658-2502  or  (800)  653- 
0854  or  e-mail  her  at  <driley@moc.edu>. 


FUTURE  ALUMNI  IN  ACTION 

The  MOC  Undergraduate  Alumni  Association  recently  held  its  first  meeting  with  16  participants,  over  half  of  which 
were  new  freshman  members.  Sarah  Finch,  our  fearless  leader,  has  got  an  excited  group  to  make  plans  for  this  and  next 
year.  Aapart  from  annual  activities  and  events  to  give  back  to  the  students,  staff,  faculty,  and  alumni,  this  club  already 
has  started  to  prepare  for  the  upcoming  Alumni/Homecoming  Weekend  festivities.  Students  have  pledged  more  than 
71  hours  of  volunteer  service  and  commitment,  which  they  will  fulfill  through  UAA  projects. 


Back  Row  (L-R):  Sarah  Finch,  junior;  Ashley  Edwards, 
sophomore;  Keith  Woodard, freshman;  Heather  Norris,  freshman; 
Michael  Wheeler,  sophomore;  Middle  Row  (L-R):  George 
Mitchell,  freshman;  Crystal  Guy,  sophomore;  Kristen  Parker, 
freshman;  Caitlen  Rober son,  freshman;  Emily  Cameron,  fresh- 
man; Abby  Watson,  freshman;  Front  Row  (L-R):  Dianne  Riley, 
advisor;  Ashley  Walston,  sophomore;  D.  J.  Whitfield,  freshman; 
Heather  McPherson,  senior;  Nancy  Galeno,  freshman;  Victoria 
Taylor,  sophomore. 
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WHY  I  BELIEVE  IN  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


by  Mike 

As  a  minister  with  over  thirty  years  of  pastoral 
experience,  I  have  discovered  a  great  resource  in  the 
laymen  of  our  churches.  Local  Layman's  Leagues  have 
much  to  offer  in  the  way  of  service  to  both  the  church  and 
the  community  at  large.  For  several  years  I  have  been  the 
Pastoral  Advisor  for  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  Layman's  League,  and  I  believe  wholeheartedly 
in  what  the  Layman's  League  stands  for  and  attempts  to 
do.  The  Layman's  League  in  the  church  I  pastor  (Juniper 
Chapel  Church,  Vanceboro)  was  organized  following  my 
arrival.  These  dedicated  laymen  have  been  instrumental 
in  doing  maintenance  work  around  the  church,  but  they 
have  extended  their  ministry  into  the  surrounding 
community,  also.  We  have  built  decks,  replaced  windows, 
remodeled  bathrooms,  blew  in  insulation,  and  took  care 
of  electrical  problems  for  many  of  our  elderly  and  shut- 
ins  over  recent  years.  We  also  have  gone  outside  of  our 
community  in  conjunction  with  the  Harvest  Connection 
portion  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  to  work  on 
the  parsonage  of  one  of  our  churches  and  to  repair  a  home 
affected  by  water  damage  in  Carteret  County.  Laymen 
have  much  to  offer  our  denomination,  and  I  strongly 
believe  in  the  Layman's  League.  Prayerfully  consider  the 
following  three  reasons  as  to  why  I  feel  this  way. 

First,  I  believe  in  the  Layman's  League  because  of  the 
importance  of  fellowship.  For  decades  now  the  women 
of  our  church  have  experienced  the  joy  of  fellowshiping 
with  one  another  through  their  local  Woman's  Auxiliaries 
as  well  as  through  their  district  and  state  meetings,  and  it 
is  time  for  our  laymen  to  share  in  this  joy.  We  are  told  the 
early  church  "continued  steadfastly  in. .  .fellowship"  (Acts 
2:42),  and  we  are  informed  further  that  as  we  walk  in  the 
light  of  Christ,  "...we  have  fellowship  one  with 
another..."  (1  John  1:7).  We  miss  a  key  element  of  the 
Gospel  when  we  fail  to  come  together  on  a  regular  basis 
for  fellowship.  Laymen's  League  meetings  are 
opportunities  to  enjoy  the  company  of  Christian  brothers 
who  in  turn  are  to  encourage  one  another  in  their  Christian 
walk.  The  psalmist  stated,  "Behold,  how  good  and  how 
pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity!  (Psalm 
133:1),  and  the  Layman's  League  offers  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for  this  unity  to  occur. 

Second,  I  believe  in  the  Layman's  League  because  of 
the  need  to  grow  spiritually.  While  fellowship  is  necessary, 
studying  God's  Word  and  expanding  our  knowledge  of 
its  great  truths  is  even  more  important.  When  the 
Layman's  League  meets  there  always  is  a  time  of  learning 
as  the  Scriptures  are  expounded.  The  Apostle  Paul  told 
young  Timothy,  "Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto 
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God,  a  workman  that  needed  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly 
dividing  the  word  of  truth"  (2  Timothy  2:15),  and  this 
admonition  needs  to  be  taken  seriously.  The  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  Convention  of  OFWB  Layman's  League 
has  taken  the  initiative  of  providing  a  Program  Book  for 
this  purpose.  Each  book  contains  twelve  lessons  by  OFWB 
laymen  and  pastors,  and  these  lessons  are  all  based  on  a 
common  theme.  This  year  (2006),  the  theme  is  Peter  and 
Paul:  Men  of  Faith  and  Vision,  and  next  year's  book  (2007) 
will  be  David:  A  Man  After  God's  Own  Heart.  These  lessons 
have  been  well  received  by  the  Layman's  Leagues  who 
have  used  them  and  have  proved  to  be  beneficial  learning 
tools. 

Third,  I  believe  in  the  Layman's  League  because  of  the 
Golden  Rule.  This  great  work  gives  laymen  an 
opportunity  to  reach  out  to  those  who  are  less  fortunate 
and  to  make  a  difference  within  their  lives.  Christ  set  the 
example  for  this  as  He  ministered  to  the  downtrodden 
and  outcast  of  His  day,  and  it  was  even  said  of  Him  that 
He  was  "a  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners"  (Matthew 
11:19).  Christ  commanded  His  followers  to  be  both  kind 
and  compassionate,  and  He  further  said  of  those  who 
ministered  to  the  afflicted,  "...Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me"  (Matthew  25:40).  There  are  numerous 
individuals  throughout  our  communities  who  are  in  need 
of  assistance,  and  God  has  given  laymen  the  opportunity 
to  have  a  positive  impact  upon  their  lives.  It  can  be  as 
simple  of  a  task  as  raking  leaves  or  as  involved  as 
refurbishing  an  entire  room,  but  the  important  thing  is 
ministering  the  love  of  Christ  to  others.  The  Layman's 
League  has  unlimited  potential  to  put  the  Golden  Rule 
into  practice. 

While  this  article  primarily  deals  with  the  benefits  of 
the  local  Layman's  League,  it  needs  to  be  pointed  out  that 
there  are  opportunities  beyond  the  local  level.  Each 
conference  should  seek  to  meet  quarterly  in  order  that 
news  can  be  shared  between  the  various  laymen.  This  will 
be  a  time  of  information  and  encouragement  as  we  learn 
about  what  other  Layman's  Leagues  are  doing  in  their 
churches  and  communities.  Also,  on  a  broader  scale,  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Layman's  League 
offers  several  programs  throughout  the  year  that  can  be 
attended.  The  annual  Spiritual  Life  Retreat  is  held  at  Camp 
Vandemere  the  first  weekend  in  June  and  offers  dynamic 
speakers  on  various  topics.  Once  a  year,  a  Layman's 
League  Gospel  Sing  is  held  with  the  music  being  provided 
by  individuals  and  groups  from  churches  throughout  the 
denomination.  There  is  an  annual  Ladies'  Night  in  which 
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the  laymen  and  their  wives  come  together  for  a  meal  and 
program.  All  in  all  the  Layman's  League  is  attempting 
desperately  to  serve  Christ  and  to  provide  assistance  to 
all  of  our  churches. 

There  are  many  OFWB  churches  that  don't  have  an 
organized  Layman's  League.  There  also  are  several 
churches  that  have  had  active  Layman's  Leagues  in  the 
past,  but  for  whatever  reason  they  have  fallen  by  the 
wayside.  As  a  pastor,  I  strongly  believe  in  the  Layman's 
League,  and  I  further  believe  every  pastor  as  well  as  every 
OFWB  Church  will  be  benefited  by  an  active  Layman's 


League.  The  newly  elected  President  of  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  Layman's  League  is  Brother 
Roy  Wetherington  from  the  Gethsemane  Church  in 
Tuscarora,  and  he  can  be  reached  by  phone  at  (252)  638- 
1140.  He  will  be  more  than  happy  to  share  with  any  church 
the  information  they  need  to  know  in  order  that  they 
might  organize  a  Layman's  League.  The  benefits  of  the 
Layman's  League  are  many,  and  the  blessings  of  being 
involved  in  its  work  are  countless.  Every  OFWB  Church 
needs  to  take  advantage  of  this  untapped  resource  as  the 
men  of  the  church  step  up  and  take  their  proper  place. 


Historical  Data  Of  White  Oak  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 


(This  article  is  reprinted  from  p.  4  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  Wednesday,  May  31, 1961,  Vol.  62-No.  38 
and  Wednesday,  May  17,  1961,  Vol.  76-No.  20 .  The  original  articles  were  entitled 
White  Oak  Church  and  White  Oak  Church  Weathers  Storms  for  46  Years.) 


The  White  Oak  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Bladen 
County,  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1916  in  an  old 
school  building  located  in  West  Bladenboro,  by  the 
Revs.  M.  S.  Todd,  W.  R.  Thompson,  and  J.  H.  Baker. 
The  29  charter  members  called  Mr.  Todd 
as  the  first  pastor. 

Services  were  held  in  the  same 
school  building  until  early  in  the  year 
of  1917.  The  first  frame  building  was 
erected  on  a  lot  given  by  Elias 
Edwards  locted  on  Highway  211,  be- 
tween the  town  of  Bladenboro  and 
the  cotton  mill  village.  Many  members 
were  added  as  the  years  passed  by. 

In  the  early  part  of  1946,  the  present  brick  structure 
was  erected  on  the  same  site  the  first  building  stood. 
The  work  was  continued  from  the  foundation  to  a  brick 
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veneer  church  of  30  by  60  feet,  with  7  Sunday  School 
rooms,  and  a  basement.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
450  people,  with  a  hot  air  heating  system.  There  is  a 
memorial  window  located  directly  behind  the  stand 
which  is  given  in  memory  of  D.  E.  Hester. 
The  church  has  weathered  the  storms 
of  adversity  with  some  degree  of  suc- 
cess during  those  46  years  and  today 
has  a  membership  of  152.  The  follow- 
ing pastors  have  served  the  church 
from  its  inception  until  1961:  The 
Revs.  M.  S.  Todd,  L.  S.  Moore,  J.  W. 
Moore,  M.  H.  Melvette,  J.  C.  Griffin,  W. 
E.  Anderson,  Herman  Wooten,  M.  E. 
Godwin,  W.  L.  Jernigan,  Carey  Cheshire,  L.  E.  Ballard, 
Paul  Brown,  M.  L.  Johnson,  C.  B.  Hansley,  and  W.  L. 
Jernigan. 


from  the  Management  and  Staff  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  and  their 

Bible  Bookstores  located  in 
Ayden,  Kinston,  and  New  Bern. 
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Woman's  Auxiliary 


EASTERN  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  MET 

Submitted  by  Wanda  Costner  and  Vickie  Wade 


The  Eastern  District  Woman's  Auxiliary  Covention  met 
on  September  16,  2006,  at  Juniper  Chapel  Church  in 
Vanceboro  with  71  people  present.  The  Juniper  5  provided 
special  music. 

The  theme  of  the  convention  was  "The  Wisdom  of  Wait- 
ing on  God."  Our  Scripture  was  read  from  Psalm  27:14:  Wait 
on  the  Lord:  be  of  good  courage,  and  he  shall  strengthen  thine 
heart:  wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord. 

JoAnn  Parrish,  district  study  course  chairwoman,  intro- 
duced the  speaker,  Carolyn  Jernigan,  who  was  described  as 
a  virtuous  and  precious  woman.  Carolyn  is  the  State 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Study  Course  Chairwoman. 

Carolyn  began  our  study  course  by  reading  from  Jeremiah 
1:5:  "Before  I  formed  you  in  the  womb  I  knew  you,  before 
you  were  born  I  set  you  apart..."  (niv).  Session  1  was  based 
on  the  book  The  Blessing  of  Obedience  by  Norvel  Hayes.  She 
read  Scripture  from  Matthew  3:1-8,  which  talks  about  "...Pre- 
pare ye  the  way  of  the  Lord..."  and  asked  us  three  questions: 


1.  )  When  was  the  last  time  you  won  someone  to  the  Lord?; 

2.  )  When  was  the  last  time  you  shared  with  a  friend?;  3.) 
When  was  the  last  time  you  carried  God's  healing  power  to 
someone  who  was  sick?  She  covered  the  twelve  chapters  in 
the  book  and  gave  us  Scripture  references  for  further  per- 
sonal study. 

Part  2  of  our  Study  Course  was  turned  over  to  Carolyn 
Jernigan  who  spoke  on  the  book  Giving  and  Receiving  by 
Kenneth  Copeland.  She  said  there  are  78  references  in  the 
Bible  on  giving.  She  read  Proverbs  19:17  and  explained  the 
importance  of  giving  to  God  so  we  can  be  increased  finan- 
cially and  be  able  to  give  even  more. 

Between  sessions  we  heard  reports  on  the  denominational 
ministries  and  were  led  by  Gail  Heath,  vice  president,  in  a 
memorial  service  for  the  members  who  passed  away  during 
2006.  Our  business  session  was  led  by  Wanda  Costner,  presi- 
dent, and  we  sent  our  offering  to  Camp  Vandemere.  Lunch 
was  enjoyed  afterward  by  all. 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  MET 

Submitted  by  Judy  Moore 

What  a  beautiful  fall  day  to  be  about  the  Lord's  business!  That  is  exactly  what  the  Central  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention 
did  on  September  23,  2006.  The  convention  met  at  Bethany  Church,  near  Winterville.  President  Jane  Tripp  welcomed  every- 
one to  the  convention  and  a  devotion  was  given  by  Carole  Edwards  of  Grimsley  Church.  The  welcome  was  given  by  Dot 
Dail  and  a  response  was  given  by  Judy  Moore.  Avery  inspiring  message  titled,  "The  Seven  Ups"  was  given  by  Gail  Brock  of 
Marlboro  Church.  Special  music  was  rendered  by  Judy  Bowen  of  Bethany.  The  convention  voted  to  send  $100  to  Mount 
Olive  College  in  honor  of  Nina  Grace  Register  and  $100  to  the  Children's  Home  to  help  purchase  bedsheet  sets.  Representa- 
tives from  Mount  Olive  College,  Foreign  and  Home  Missions,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  and  Cragmont  reported  to  the 
convention.  The  convention  gave  $100  to  the  Children's  Home  in  honor  of  Margaret  May  who  was  this  year's  recipient  of  the 
Life  Membership  Award.  It  was  announced  that  the  Fall  Study  Course  would  be  on  "Prayer"  and  held  at  Greenville  First 
Church  on  October  30,  2006.  The  speaker  would  be  Marci  Rollins-Smart.  The  Youth  of  the  Central  District  will  present  "He 
Is"  on  March  30,  2007  and  March  31,  2007  at  Keihin  Auditorium  at  Edgecombe  Community  College.  The  times,  dates,  and 
places  of  practices  were  listed  in  the  bulletin.  The  spring  convention  will  be  held  at  Black  Jack  Church,  near  Greenville.  Lots 
of  things  are  going  on  in  the  Central  District  so  please  make  plans  to  attend.  The  Lord  said,  "We  are  to  be  busy  doing  His 
work." 


NOTICE 

A  new  quarter  of  Sunday  School  literature 
begins  the  first  Sunday  of  December. 

If  you  need  to  make  additions/changes  to  your 
order,  contact  the  FWB  Press  by  phone  at 
(800)  849-3927  and  press  "3"  or  by 
e-mail  at  <faye@fwbpress.com>. 
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Footprints  convey  that  someone  has  gone  before  us,  leaving  us  a  marked  way;, 
><y$$$?.,'  and  remind  us  that  we  also  can  leave  a  marked  way  for  those  who  come  after  us. 

POLICIES  AND  PROCEDURES 
REGARDING  MINISTERIAL  SCHOLARSHIPS 

(Approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  October  4,  2006) 


Chartered  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  the  Founda- 
tion is  a  non-profit  corporation  governed  by  a  seven-mem- 
ber Board  of  Directors.  One  of  the  major  purposes  of  the 
Foundation  is  to  make  available  tuition  scholarships  that 
will  assist  licensed  and  ordained  ministers,  and  those  en- 
tering other  Christian  vocations,  to  prepare  themselves 
for  the  highest  level  of  excellence  in  fulfilling  their  call- 
ing. 

Funding  for  these  scholarships  will  come  from  desig- 
nated gifts  and  endowed  funds.  To  provide  adequate 
scholarship  assistance  to  the  increasing  number  of  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  who  wish  to  enroll  in  seminaries 
and  divinity  schools,  the  Foundation  has  set  an  endow- 
ment goal  of  $1  million.  An  endowment  in  this  amount 
will  yield  approximately  $50,000  annually  for  scholarships 
in  graduate  studies  that  include  the  preparation  and  de- 
livery of  sermons,  church  administration,  pastoral  care 
and  counseling,  spiritual  development,  church  growth 
and  evangelism,  biblical  and  theological  studies  and  other 
phases  of  Christian  ministry. 

Eligibility  for  Divinity  School 
and  Seminary  Scholarships 

Applicants  for  Foundation  Scholarships  must: 

1.  Be  a  graduate  of  an  accredited  college  or  university; 

2.  Be  accepted  at  an  ATS  (Association  of  Theological 
Schools)  accredited  Divinity  School  or  Seminary,  with 
preference  given  to  students  participating  in  the  part- 
nership between  Campbell  University  Divinity  School 
and  Mount  Olive  College; 

3.  Have  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  the  OFWB 
Church  of  which  he  or  she  is  a  member,  signed  by  the 
Clerk; 

4.  Licensed  or  ordained  ministers  must  have  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  their  ordaining  council  indicat- 
ing good  standing  with  their  conference  or  association; 
and 

5.  Provide  a  signed  biographical  statement  that  will 
include:  Pastoral  or  Christian  vocation  experience  to 
date;  their  goals  in  Christian  ministry;  how  a  scholar- 


ship will  assist  them  in  preparing  for  the  ministry  to 
which  they  feel  called;  and  any  other  information  the 
applicant  thinks  will  be  helpful  to  the  Committee  on 
Scholarships  in  evaluating  their  application. 

Committee  on  Scholarships 

To  receive  applications  and  to  make  recommendations 
on  awards,  the  Foundation  has  established  a  Committee 
on  Scholarships  that  includes: 

1.  The  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Religion  at  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  (Dr.  David  Hines); 

2.  A  representative  of  the  Task  Force  on  Education  for  Min- 
isters or  Commission  on  Education  for  Ministers  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  (Dr.  Michael 
R.  Pelt);  and 

3.  A  representative  of  the  Foundation  (The  Rev.  Ronnie 
Hobgood). 

4.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Foundation  (Dr.  Donald  Ribeiro) 
serves  as  an  ex-offico  member. 

The  role  of  the  Committee  includes: 

1.  Receiving  applications  and  assuring  that  all  required 
information  is  provided; 

2.  Assuring  that  the  applicant  has  duly  applied  for  all  fi- 
nancial aid  for  which  he  or  she  might  be  eligible;  and 

3.  Submitting  to  the  Foundation  its  recommendations  of 
qualified  applicants  and  the  amount  of  individual 
scholarship  awards  based  on  the  availability  of  funds 
as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Foun- 
dation. 

Applicants  must  file  with  the  Committee  a  completed 
application  by  the  following  dates: 
Fall  Semester — June  15;  Spring  Semester — October  15.  In 
return,  the  Committee  will  file  with  the  Foundation  its 
recommendations  by  June  30  and  October  31  for  the  re- 
spective semesters. 

Procedures  For  Awards 

1.  Decisions  on  the  amount  of  awards  and  confirmation 
to  approved  applicants  will  be  by  the  Foundation. 
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2.  Payment  of  scholarship  awards  will  be  directly  to  the 
Divinity  School  or  Seminary  of  approved  applicants. 

3.  Prior  to  payment,  the  applicant  must  provide  a  state- 
ment from  the  Seminary  or  Divinity  School  on  the 
amount  of  his  or  her  tuition  and  any  scholarship 
awards. 

4.  Approval  and  payment  of  scholarship  awards  will  be 
on  a  semester  basis. 

It  will  be  the  policy  of  the  Foundation  to  inform  each 
scholarship  recipient  the  name  of  the  donor(s)  or  endowed 
fund(s)  that  provided  the  resources  for  his  or  her  award. 
It  will  also  be  the  policy  of  the  Foundation  to  give  prior- 
ity to  renewal  of  awards,  subject  to  satisfactory  academic 
progress  and  continual  good  standing  with  the  ordaining 


council  of  the  Conference  or  Association  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  in  which  the  recipient  holds  membership. 
(Academic  probation  will  be  considered  unsatisfactory 
progress.) 

Undergraduate  Ministerial  Scholarships 

The  Foundation  also  will  provide  undergraduate  min- 
isterial scholarships  from  gifts  and  endowed  funds  as  des- 
ignated by  the  donors.  Procedures  for  application  and 
awards  will  conform  to  the  same  requirements,  with  ap- 
propriate modifications,  as  those  for  Seminary  or  Divin- 
ity School.  Priority  will  be  given  to  students  enrolled  in 
any  location  of  Mount  Olive  College,  in  either  traditional 
or  modular  programs. 


For  More  Information,  Contact: 

W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
NC  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries 
619  West  Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
Phone  (919)  658-3855  or  e-mail  <wraper@moc.edu> 


RESOURCES  FOR  FUNDING  MINISTERIAL  SCHOLARSHIPS 

by  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president 
North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries 

The  Foundation  has  two  resources  for  funding  scholarships  for  those  who  are  preparing  themselves  for  Chris- 
tian ministry:  income  from  endowed  funds  and  direct  gifts  designated  by  the  donors  for  this  purpose. 

Endowed  Scholarship  Funds 

A  long-range  goal  of  the  Foundation  is  to  work  with  individuals,  families,  churches,  and  church-related  organi- 
zations in  establishing  permanently  endowed  funds  from  which  the  income  will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  scholar- 
ship needs  of  those  who  wish  to  equip  themselves  to  the  highest  level  of  their  capability.  Since  January  of  2006, 
$250,000  in  endowed  funds  for  this  purpose  already  have  been  established  toward  our  goal  of  $1  million.  Income 
from  these  funds,  however,  will  not  be  available  until  the  2007-2008  academic  year. 

Gifts  for  Scholarships 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Foundation  is  seeking  designated  gifts  to  fund  scholarships  for  the  2006-2007  academic 
year.  For  the  fall  semester,  the  Foundation  has  approved  scholarships  to  assist  six  applicants  in  the  amount  of 
$7,200;  and  depending  upon  the  availability  of  funds,  the  Foundation  anticipates  continuing  these  awards  for  the 
spring  semester,  for  a  total  of  $14,400. 

We  already  have  been  advised,  however,  that  more  ministers  wish  to  enroll  in  the  partnership  program  with 
Campbell  Divinity  School  for  the  spring  semester.  To  assist  these  ministers,  the  Foundation  will  put  forth  its  best 
effort  to  attain  the  additional  scholarship  funds  needed. 

Vision  and  Perspective 

Our  perspective  is  that  the  education  of  our  ministers  is  a  small  price  to  pay  for  preserving  the  heritage  and 
advancing  the  faith  of  a  noble  people  called  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.Those  who  have  a  vision  for  what  they 
want  our  denomination  to  be  in  future  generations  are  invited  to  invest  in  this  worthy  cause.  Checks  may  be  made 
to  the  "North  Carolina  Foundation  For  Christian  Ministries"  and  mailed  to  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president,  619  West 
Main  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 

For  those  who  might  not  think  this  work  is  important,  just  wait  until  your  church  is  faced  with  its  next  search  for 
a  pastor!  Our  need  today  is  well  described  in  1  Chronicles  12:32:  ". .  .men  that  had  an  understanding  of  the  times. ..." 
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People  amp  Evehts 


FAITH  FESTIVAL  A  HUGE  SUCCESS 


Throughout  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber Juniper  Chapel  Church  banded 
together  in  the  common  effort  of 
helping  a  young  lady  in  the  church 
by  the  name  of  Faith  Dixon.  Faith  is 
the  seven-year-old  daughter  of  Scott 
and  Kim  Dixon.  She  was  born  sev- 
eral months  prematurely,  and  as  a 
result  of  this  she  had  an  extended  stay 
in  the  neonatal  unit  of  Pitt  Memorial 
Hospital  where  her  life  was  con- 
stantly in  the  balance.  Her  parents 
believed  in  God  for  her  life;  hence,  the 
name  Faith.  All  of  her  young  life, 
Faith  has  had  to  deal  with  Cerebral 
Palsy,  and  because  of  this  she  has  had 
to  use  a  walker.  A  life-altering  opera- 
tion was  performed  at  the  Shriner's 
Children's  Hospital  in  October,  and 
all  of  Faith's  friends  wanted  to  show 
her  their  love  and  support.  Through 
this  desire  to  help  Faith  the  Juniper 
Chapel  Church  family  has  been  ex- 
tremely busy. 

The  Juniper  Chapel  Drama  Team 
put  on  a  skit  for  the  Senior  Citizens 
Banquet  in  May,  and  it  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  they  planned  a  repeat 
performance  for  the  entire  church 
and  community  in  September.  The 
skit,  along  with  the  refreshments 
served  during  the  two-night  produc- 
tion, was  all  by  donation,  and  all  the 
money  received  was  presented  to 
Faith's  parents  to  help  with  their  ex- 
penses. 

The  youth  leaders  wanted  to  do 
something  for  the  children  as  they 
began  a  new  school  year,  and  it  was 
decided  to  have  a  mini-carnival.  Any 
money  raised  during  this  event  was 
to  go  toward  Faith's  operation;  there- 
fore, it  was  called  "Faith  Festival." 
The  festival  was  held  on  September 
23,  and  it  turned  out  to  be  a  tremen- 
dous success.  The  weather  turned  out 
to  be  perfect,  and  over  100  children 
enjoyed  the  afternoon.  Hotdogs, 
snow  cones,  popcorn,  cotton  candy, 


Faith  Dixon 
and  drinks  were  all  provided  free  of 
charge,  and  numerous  booths  were 
set  up  offering  games  for  all  ages.  The 
major  attractions  seemed  to  be  the 
moon-walk,  the  giant  blow-up  slide, 
and  the  pony  rides,  but  everyone 
seemed  to  have  the  most  fun  at  the 
dunking  booth.  Various  pastors  took 
turns  sitting  in  the  seat  as  young  and 
old  alike  attempted  to  bring  them 
down.  The  laughter  along  with  the 
smiles  on  the  children's  faces  was 
testimony  that  all  the  work  and 
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effort  expended  on  the  festival  was 
well  worth  it.  And  more  than  this,  a 
substantial  amount  was  donated  dur- 
ing the  day  to  help  with  Faith's  op- 
eration. 

A  final  gift  to  Faith  came  in  the 
form  of  a  Pancake  Supper  hosted  by 
the  Juniper  Chapel  Layman's  League. 
On  Wednesday  night  of  our  Fall  Re- 
vival, the  laymen  sponsored  this 
event  by  providing  mountains  of 
pancakes  and  sausage  by  the  pounds. 
Everyone  present  ate  all  they  wanted, 
and  all  the  money  donated  was  pre- 
sented to  Faith  and  her  parents. 

When  Jesus  was  on  Earth  He 
touched  the  lives  of  the  afflicted  and 
called  the  little  children  unto  Himself. 
We  at  Juniper  Chapel  Church  have 
attempted  to  follow  His  example  by 
helping  one  of  our  own.  Plans  are 
being  made  already  to  hold  "Faith 
Festival"  next  year  with  those  pro- 
ceeds going  to  help  some  other  de- 
serving family.  No  one  can  ad- 
equately describe  the  deep-down 
feeling  of  thankfulness  that  arises  as 
Christians  come  together  in  an  at- 
tempt to  help  others.  We  are  asking 
all  who  will  to  pray  for  Faith  and  her 
family  as  they  prepare  for  a  long  re- 
covery period  following  her  opera- 
tion. 


/-* 

oft*  ir- 


The  Rev.  Greg  Mills,  a  former 
pastor  of  Juniper  Chapel, 
prepares  to  be  dunked. 
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LEE'S  CHAPEL  DISCOVERS  THE  JOY  OF  HARD  WORK. 


We  live  in  an  age  when  it  seems  every  good  church, 
pastor,  and  concerned  Christian  is  trying  to  figure  out 
how  to  make  people  excited  about  church.  Our  inten- 
tions are  honorable;  after  all,  if  people  are  happy  with 
church,  hopefully  they  will  remain  active  and  involved 
in  church  and  their  own  spiritual  growth  will 
flourish.  Every  once  in  awhile,  we  at  Lee's  Chapel 
stumble  upon  something  that  really  makes  our  people 
happy  and  excited,  and  when  we  find  it,  we  want  to 
share  it  with  others.  Recently  we  had  an  event  that 
people  are  still  talking  about  as  one  of  the  most  enjoy- 
able experiences  of  their  lives!  Like  many  churches,  we 
have  tried  trips  to  Kings  Dominion,  gospel  sings,  ice 
cream  socials,  and  just  about  everything  you  can  imag- 
ine to  get  people  excited  about  church.  All  were  enjoy- 
able, but  nothing  was  ever  like  our  most  recent  effort. 

On  September  14-17, 2006, 52  people  from  our  church 
participated  in  a  mission  trip  to  Cragmont 
Assembly.  The  group  ranged  in  age  from  those  well  in 
their  70s  to  children  as  young  as  six.  Planning  for  the 
trip  had  begun  months  earlier  during  a  survey  trip  to 
Cragmont.  The  jobs  that  were  most  needed  were  dis- 
cussed with  the  director  of  Cragmont,  John  Williams 
and  his  wife,  Arlinda,  and  then  a  list  of  possible  tasks 
was  presented  to  the  church  along  with  pictures.  The 
list  included  things  like  repairing  the  stone  walls,  re- 
storing the  Cragmont  sign,  installing  lights  on  the  walk- 
ways, and  decorating  the  rooms  of  the  new  lodge.  From 
this  list,  our  congregation  was  asked  to  prayerfully  con- 
sider how  their  God-given  gifts  could  be  used  to  meet 
these  needs.  People  with  specific  gifts  then  chose  to 
form  and  lead  work  teams  which  would  accomplish 
each  task.  Once  they  arrived  at  Cragmont,  each  team 
was  eager  to  begin.  Work  proceeded  at  a  brisk  pace  and 
there  was  an  unmistakable  spirit  of  cooperation  and 
fulfillment  among  the  group.  In  all,  over  forty  tasks  of 
various  sizes  were  completed  and  everyone  was  beam- 
ing with  joy  at  what  God  had  done  through  them. 

While  we  realize  that  good  works  will  not  get  you 
into  heaven,  we  must  also  realize  that  often  our  people 
are  unhappy  with  church  because  they  are 
unfulfilled.  We  know  that  Jesus  told  us  to  follow  His 
example  of  washing  one  another's  feet  (John  13:14-16), 
but  let  us  not  forget  what  the  next  verse  says,  "If  ye 
know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them"  (John 
13:17). 

If  we  want  our  churches  to  be  happy,  we  need  to  let 
our  congregations  find  fulfillment.  Look  for  ways  for 
everyone  to  do  something  they  feel  is  worthwhile,  not 


just  mundane  assignments  that  fail  to  match  their  tal- 
ents, gifts  or  interests,  but  things  they  can  get  excited 
enough  about  that  they  go  home,  to  work  or  to  school 
and  tell  others  about  their  excitement.  That  is  the  way 
Jesus  wanted  us  to  spread  the  Gospel,  by  telling 
others.  If  your  church  is  like  ours,  finding  jobs  for  a  lot 
of  uniquely  talented  people  may  require  loading  up 
and  going  on  a  mission  trip,  scheduling  a  special  work 
day  at  church,  or  taking  a  Wednesday  night  service  and 
using  it  as  a  time  to  get  a  lot  of  ignored  tasks  done 
around  the  church  or  community. 

If  you  would  like  to  find  out  more  about  organizing 
church  mission  trips  or  ministry  nights  for  your  church 
there  are  many  books  available  or  you  may  contact 
Ricky  Warren,  the  pastor  of  Lee's  Chapel.  APowerpoint 
slide  show  from  our  mission  trip  has  been  developed.  If 
you  feel  it  may  help  inspire  your  church  to  do  a  mis- 
sion trip,  Lee's  Chapel  will  be  glad  to  furnish  a  copy. 
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THREE  ORDAINED  AT  FREMONT  CHURCH 


Fremont  Church  is  proud  to  announce  that  three  of  its 
members  have  been  ordained  into  the  gospel  ministry  by 
the  Western  Conference  Ordination  Council  in  the  past  year. 

Heber  "Dick"  Singleton  was  ordained  on  December  5, 

2005,  and  the  Rev.  Jerry  Stevenson  brought  the  main  mes- 
sage. Singleton  received  his  associate  degree  from  Carolina 
Bible  Institute.  Prior  to  answering  the  call  to  the  ministry, 
Singleton  retired  from  the  Navy  and  Firestone.  He  and  his 
wife,  June,  have  one  son,  Warren.  Singleton  is  currently  serv- 
ing as  interim  pastor  at  Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Beulaville. 

Michael  "Lucky"  Lewis  was  ordained  on  September  17, 

2006,  and  the  Rev.  Barry  Stallings  brought  the  main  mes- 
sage. Lewis  received  his  associate  degree  from  Carolina  Bible 
Institute.  Prior  to  answering  the  call  to  the  ministry,  Lewis 


was  employed  with  the  Town  of  Pikeville.  He  and  his  wife, 
Kathy,  are  now  serving  Welcome  Home  Church  in  Beaufort. 

Nelson  Rollins  was  ordained  on  October  1,  2006,  and  the 
Rev.  Dr.  David  Hines  brought  the  main  message.  Rollins  re- 
ceived his  bachelor  of  science  degree  in  religion  from  Mount 
Olive  College  in  May.  Prior  to  answering  the  call  to  the  min- 
istry, Rollins  was  employed  with  the  Town  of  Fremont.  Since 
he  has  been  licensed  he  has  worked  with  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  serving  Free  Spirit  Mission  Church  near  Wilson  and 
Daly's  Chapel  Church  in  Lenoir  County.  Nelson  has  a  son 
and  daughter-in-law,  Nelson  and  Brenda  Rollins;  a  daugh- 
ter and  son-in-law,  Marci  Rollins-Smart  and  the  Rev.  Kelley 
Smart;  and  four  grandchildren,  Austin  Rollins,  Andruw 
Rollins,  Brenden  Carpinella,  and  Jenna  Carpinella. 


POWHATAN  CELEBRATES  MEMBER'S  90th  BIRTHDAY 

Paul  Otto  celebrated  his  90th  birthday  at  a  ceremony  on  September  10,  in 
Powhatan's  fellowship  hall.  He  has  lived  in  the  Powhatan  community  since 
moving  from  Pennsylvania  as  a  baby.  He  was  married  to  the  late  Mavis  Jones 
(1919-1980)  who  grew  up  in  the  church.  His  four  daughters  grew  up  in  the 
church,  and  two  still  live  in  the  community  and  are  active  members.lt  was  a 
great  time  of  "catching  up"  and  remembering  old  times  with  friends  and  fam- 
ily. Seven  of  his  eight  grandchildren  were  present  (one  is  currently  serving  in 
the  Navy),  as  was  his  four  great-grandchildren. 

Fall  revival  was  held  from  September  10-14  with  the  Rev.  James  Bogle  shar- 
ing messages  on  Sunday-Monday  and  the  Rev.  Jerry  Stephenson  on  Tues- 
day-Thursday. Homecoming  was  held  the  following  Sunday  with  the  Rev. 
Billy  Nowell  bringing  the  message.  A  memorial  service  honored  members 
who  had  passed  away  since  last  Homecoming — Ollie  Brady,  Rosa  Smith,  Cula 

Pittman,  Leah  Boykin,  Mazie  Johnson,  and  Beatrice  Williams  Powell.  Family  , 
i        (u     r>      ii  j    tft-nn  j  lU  d     u       \/    u        Members  from  the  Wilson  s  Mills  High  School 

members  of  Mrs.  Powell  presented  a  $500  donation  to  the  Powhatan  Youth  r-.ni-,  ,  ,  .* 

_     ,  .   ,     ,  ,       .  Class  of  1933,  Lehman  Johnson  ana  Paul  Otto, 

Fund  in  her  honor  to  help  erow  and  equip  the  future  church.  ,,.  ,  ,  .  ,,  '        ..  ,. 

r  °  n    t  at  Mr.  Otto  s  90th  birthday  celebration. 


In  Memoriam:  Please  remember  the  family  of  member  Garld  Bass,  a  World  War  II  veteran, 
who  passed  away  on  September  30.  He  had  celebrated  his  85th  birthday. 


George  Lee  teaching  Sunday  School. 


CHURCH  HELD  RETREAT  AT  CRAGMONT 

by  Sarah  Smith 

Twenty  members  of  Everett  Chapel  Church,  Clayton,  NC,  were  so  excited  when 
we  loaded  in  the  van  and  cars  in  the  church  parking  lot  for  our  trip  to  Cragmont 
Assembly  on  August  24,  2006. 

As  we  entered  the  Cragmont  property,  the  front  porch  and  those  big  rocking 
chairs  were  waiting.  We  couldn't  unload  and  get  on  that  porch  quick  enough  so 
we  could  try  out  those  chairs. 

After  a  little  rest,  we  toured  Black  Mountain  and  then  went  back  to  Cragmont 
for  dinner.  After  dinner,  we  had  a  wonderful  service  in  the  sanctuary.  This  con- 
tinued each  night  and  ended  with  Sunday  School  taught  by  George  Lee  before 
leaving  for  home  on  Sunday,  August  27. 

Speakers  and  singers  were  Frank  James,  Charles  Mooneyham,  Amelia 
Southerland,  Ellen  Hinton,  Ann  Waters,  Joyce  Hill,  and  Cathie  Lee.  Blanche  James 
performed  a  one-woman  skit.  Mary  Flowers  played  the  piano  for  all  services. 

It  was  a  "mountaintop"  experience  in  more  ways  than  one.  The  trip  is  open  to 
everyone  in  the  church  and  those  who  go  can  hardly  wait  to  sign  up  for  the  next 
year. 
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TRIBUTE  TO  MRS.  EUNICE  MORRIS 


As  we  move  toward  our  eternal 
destiny,  when  the  will  of  God  and  the 
laws  of  nature  have  taken  their  course 
in  the  lives  of  those  we  love,  our  hu- 
man spirits  yearn  to  pay  tribute  to 
those  who  have  gone  to  be  with  God. 

For  ninety-eight  years,  Mrs.  Eunice 
Morris,  the  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  E.  C. 
Morris,  lived  among  us  as  a  shining 
example  of  an  ideal  friend,  an  ideal 
wife,  and  a  model  Christian. 

On  October  17, 1974,  at  Sandy  Hill 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Bailey,  NC, 
Mrs.  Morris  stood  beside  her  hus- 
band as  she,  ministers  of  the  Western 
Conference  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
faith,  and  other  Christian  friends 
bowed  with  Mr.  Morris  in  praise  and 
thanksgiving  for  his  sixty  years  of 
unbroken  service  in  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  ministry. 

Mrs.  Morris  and  her  husband  were 
as  one,  and  whether  it  was  a  step  or  a 
mile,  they  tread  together,  in  sickness 
and  in  pain.  In  health  or  in  illness,  in 
working  or  in  serving,  they  walked 
side-by-side  beautifully,  willingly, 
and  tirelessly  to  lead  those  they  met 
to  God.  When  we  thank  God  for 
them,  we  must  always  use  the  word 
blessing  in  the  plural — not  because 
there  were  two  of  them,  but  because 
their  blessings  to  all  were  many. 

A  few  years  ago,  nine  women  from 
across  North  Carolina  were  present 
at  a  meeting  at  Mount  Olive  College 


by  Joyce  Proctor  Beaman 

to  commemorate  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  organizing  of  the  State 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  faith.  Mrs.  Morris  was  among 
the  nine  founders  present  and  hon- 
ored. 

What  shall  we  say  or  write  to  pay 
tribute  to  Mrs.  Eunice  Morris?  One 
approach  may  be  to  think  of  the  word 
good  and  to  make  an  acrostic  of  its  let- 
ters, for  Mrs.  Morris  was  indeed  a 
good  woman  who  lived  a  good, 
Christian  life.  She  was  a  person  who 
did  special  things  that  touched  many, 
purely  and  perfectly. 

The  letter  "g"  can  certainly  stand 
for  the  good,  genuine,  giving  person 
that  she  was.  During  her  husband's 
ministry  in  Georgia,  Texas,  and  North 
Carolina,  she  remained  a  faithful 
companion  to  him  and  an  untiring 
servant  for  God.  Together,  they  trav- 
eled over  800,000  miles,  as  Mr.  Mor- 
ris delivered  over  8700  sermons,  de- 
livered over  800  special  messages, 
conducted  over  200  funerals,  received 
over  1600  members,  baptized  over 
659,  performed  over  100  marriage 
ceremonies,  held  over  270  revivals, 
and  served  44  churches  according  to 
the  minutes  of  the  Western  Confer- 
ence of  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. It  is  also  recorded  that  Preacher 
Morris  read  the  entire  Bible  over  67 
times,  and  often,  Mrs.  Morris  was 
there,  reading  beside  him. 


Mrs.  Morris  was  a  good  person 
who  worked  with  a  good  man,  good 
people,  and  a  good  God. 

'O"  of  the  word  good  is  for  others. 
She  had  a  generous,  giving  heart,  of- 
ten sacrificing  her  own  needs  to  help 
another  and  to  make  others  happy 
All  of  us  are  recipients  of  her  gifts, 
her  smile,  her  love,  and  her  prayers. 

The  second  "o"  of  good  is  for  her 
outgoing  personality — a  friendly, 
loving,  reaching-out  person.  She  was 
an  ideal  minister's  wife,  for  she  loved 
his  work,  the  people  he  served,  and 
the  God  he  loved.  She  did  all  she 
could  to  help  him. 

The  "d"  of  good  could  appropri- 
ately represent  dedication.  We  have 
emphasized  already  that  she  was  a 
dedicated  Christian  wife,  worker, 
community  person,  neighbor,  and 
friend. 

Mrs.  Morris  was  born  Eunice  Lee 
Tingen,  in  Roxboro,  NC,  July  4, 1908, 
and  died  in  Durham,  NC,  August  1, 
2006.  Mr.  Morris  was  born  at  Rock 
Ridge,  NC,  August  16, 1891,  and  died 
in  Walstonburg,  NC,  on  October  21, 
1 976.  They  were  married  in  Durham, 
NC  on  April  6,  1928. 

How  shall  we  end  this  tribute?  The 
word  love  seems  so  appropriate — for 
she  has  touched  each  of  us,  and 
countless  others,  with  love.  Her  love 
has  now  lifted  her  to  the  heart  of  God. 
As  has  been  said,  she  cannot  come 
back  to  us,  but  we  can  go  to  her. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
MAKES  SPECIAL  DELIVERY 
TO  CHILDREN'S  HOME  ^ 


Angela  Mattox,  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  New 
Bern  delivered  two  big  boxes  loaded  with  items  for  the  Children's  Home 
in  September.  Items  included  were:  toiletry  items,  dish  towels,  pot  hold- 
ers, and  washcloths  along  with  a  cash  donation.  All  of  these  items  and 
money  were  collected  by  our  Vacation  Bible  School  children. 


N 


i 
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Are  you  required  to  take  a  distribution  from  your  IRA? 

Good  News  From  Washington 

Congress  recently  passed  the  Pension  Protection  Act  of  2006  into  law.  This  Act  covers  many 
important  items  relating  to  retirement  plans;  however,  it  allows  individuals  to  make  gifts  from 
their  IRA  and  exclude  the  amount  of  their  gifts  from  gross  income. 

To  qualify!       •     Donors  must  be  70Vz  years  of  age  or  older 

•  The  gift  must  be  transferred  directly  from  an  IRA  to  qualified  charities 

•  The  maximum  gift  allowed  is  $100,000  per  taxpayer  per  year 

•  It  must  be  an  outright  gift  (Transfers  to  charitable  gift  annuities,  charitable 
remainder  trusts,  and  donor  advised  funds  do  not  qualify.) 

•  Transfers  are  only  available  for  2006  and  2007. 

This  is  an  exciting  opportunity  to  support  the  work  of  your  church  and  Free  Will  Baptist 
Ministries.  Please  contact  me  before  making  the  transfer  to  guarantee  your  gift  qualifies. 

Jeff  Daughtry 

Director  of  Planned  Giving,  Mount  Olive  College 
(919)  658-7831  jdaughtry@moc.edu 


SSSffiflS    at  our   S^°PP^n9  SPrce*  ♦  ♦ 


Saturday,  November  11,  2006 

Free  Union  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

2573  Fire  Tower  Road,  Walstonburg,  Fellowship  Hall  and  Parsonage 

10  A.M.-4  P.M. 

This  event  will  include  a  farmer's  market,  handmade  crafts, 
pottery,  jewelry,  and  homemade  breads  and  pastries.  Vendors 
from  Pockets  of  Grace,  Home  Interior,  Perfect  Presents,  From 
Far  Away,  Pasty  Aiken  Clothes  (kids)  will  be  there.  Opportunities 
to  win  a  cast  aluminum  mailbox  and  a  Home  Interior  portrait 
also  will  be  available.  Breakfast  and  lunch  items  will  be  sold! 


ADMISSION  IS  FREE.  WE  GET  A  PERCENTAGE  OF  EVERYTHING  SOLD  THAT  DAY! 
Proceeds  go  to  Free  Union  Church's  Building  and  Bus  Funds 

For  More  Information,  Call:  (252)  747-8511. 


REEDY  BRANCH 
FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

ANNOUNCES  THE  ANNUAL 

Spencer  Ware 
Family  Fun  Day 

November  11,  2006    7a.m.- until 

All  Day  Events 

Yard  Sale 
Fun  &  Games 
Jewelry  Vendors 
Pizza  &  Hot  Dogs 

Bake  Sale 

Live  Auction 

(Starts  at  7  p.m.  Items  up  for  auction  will  be  displayed  on  the  stage  in  the 

Fellowship  Hall  all  day.) 


All  proceeds  go  to  the  2007  Youth  Missions  Trip  Fund 

Come  Join  The  Fun! ! ! 

Located  On  the  corner  of  Davenport  Farm  Road  and  Reedy  Branch  Road,  Winterville,  NC 


Churches  i  Hiiwtry 

POSITIOMS  AVAILABLE 


Bethany  Church,  Winterville,  NC  (Central),  is  seeking  a  full- 
time  pastor.  Please  contact  Rex  Wainwright  at  (252)  756-5032  or 
Jean  Tripp  at  (252)  746-3058  for  more  information.  Resumes  may 
be  sent  to:  Bethany  Church,  P.  O.  Box  128,  Ayden,  NC  28513  or 
faxed  to  (252)  746-8590. 

The  Reverend  Nelson  Rollins  is  available  for  pastoral  supply. 
He  may  be  reached  by  phone  at  (919)  734-2404,  (919)  738- 
3895,  or  by  mail  at  307  South  Street  Goldsboro,  NC  27530. 

The  Reverend  Charles  Petit  is  available  for  pastoral,  supply, 
revivals,  or  interim  duties.  He  may  be  reached  by  phone  at 
(919)  553-5741  or  by  mail  at  2014  Penny  Lane,  Clayton,  NC 
27520. 


f 

)  God's  laws  last  longer  than 
I        those  who  break  them. 


Carlos  Cannon,  Owner 
(252)  522-3979 


Church  PAs  Installed 
Rentals-Lessons-Access 


PIANOS  •  ORGANS  •  GUITARS  •  AMPS  •  DRUMS  •  KEYBOARDS 

Hammond,  Young  Chang,  Kurzweil,  Mackie 

n  Yorkville,  Tama,  Ibanez,  Crate 

Peavey  ^org 

HE   Johnson  fy^usic  HI 


(Since  1924) 
317  Queen  Street,  Kinston,  NC  28501 
Toll  Free:  (877)  999-1 924         Fax:  (252)  522-3565 
www.JMC.Audiovideo.com 
"It's  worth  a  drive!" 


JMC  Audio  Video  &  Light,  Inc. 

"Your  Total  Media  Solution" 

Jason  F.  Cannon 
System  Design  &  Engineering 

317  North  Queen  Street 
Kinston,  NC  28501 

Toll  Free:  (877)  999-1924        Cell:  (252)  521-5576 
E-mail:  jason@jmcaudiovideo.com 
www.jmcaudiovideo.com 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

Little  Rock  Church,  Lucama,  NC  is  seeking  a  full-time 
person  in  the  position  of  youth  minister.  Employment  to 
begin,  if  possible,  January  2, 2007.  If  interested,  please  send 
resume  to  the  following  address: 

Little  Rock  OFWB  Church,  Attn:  Personnel  Committee,  Mr. 
Don  Flowers,  Chairman,  PO  Box  340,  Lucama,  NC  27851. 

Mr.  Flowers  may  be  contacted  by  telephone  at  (252)  239- 
1995  or  cell  phone  at  (252)  230-3412.  You  may  call  Little 
Rock  Church  at  (252)  239-0361  or  Fax  a  resume  to  (252) 
239-8643.  The  church  e-mail  is  <deeakes@bbnp.com>. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

Piney  Grove  Church,  Kenly,  NC  (Western)  is  conduct- 
ing a  prayerful  search  for  a  full-time  pastor.  After  28 
years  of  ministry  to  our  church,  the  Rev.  Charles  L. 
Renfrow  is  following  the  call  of  the  Lord  into  a 
volunteer  ministry  with  the  Convention.  Piney  Grove 
prayerfully  desires  to  grow  its  current  ministries,  includ- 
ing: Sunday  School,  Youth  (Cherubs/ AFC/YFA), 
Children's  Church,  Seniors,  Hometouch  to  Homebound, 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Music  (choir/handbells/God's 
Helpers),  Mission  Team  (community  outreach),  and 
community  festivals.  The  average  Sunday  School  atten- 
dance is  60-70;  the  church's  is  80-100.  Piney  Grove  is  a 
faithful  supporter  of  all  our  denominational  ministries. 
The  pastor  compensation  package  includes:  employer 
portion  of  Social  Security,  housing  or  parsonage,  insur- 
ance (employee  health,  life,  disability),  retirement, 
travel,  and  professional  development.  Interested 
persons  should  send  resumes  to:  Ted  Sherrod,  Chairman 
of  Deacon  Board,  Piney  Grove  Church,  1935  Richardson 
Bass  Rd.,  Kenly,  NC  27542.  He  may  be  contacted  at  home 
at  (919)  284-3586  or  by  his  cell  phone  at  (919)  201-8779. 


To  Know  Christ  and  to  Share  HIS  Love! 


THIS  SPACE  COULD  BE  YOURSI 

If  you  would  like  to  advertise 
in  The  Free  Will  Baptist 
(announcements,  invitations,  coming  events), 
contact  the  editor  by  phone 
at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227 

or  by  e-mail 
at  <editor@fwbpress.com>. 


Display/Advertising  Rates 

1/8  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $20 
1/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $30 
1/2  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $40 
3/4  page  vrt./hrz.  •  $50 
Full  page  •  $60 
Full  Color  Back  Cover  •  $150 

Churches  &C  Ministry  Positions  •  $8 

(maximum  of  4  lines) 

Personal  Information  Changes  •  No  Charge 

(notice  of  phone,  mailing  address,  and  e-mail  address  changes) 


These  rates  are  for  first-time  runs.  Additional  consecu- 
tive runs  are  half-price  (of  equal  or  lesser  size). 

The  printing  of  ads  is  contingent  on  the  availability  of 
space.  We  reserve  the  right  to  condense  space  as  neces- 
sary. You  will  be  charged  only  for  the  actual  size  used. 


These  advertising  rates  are  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  auxiliary  organizations.  These 
charges  apply  to  any  announcements,  coming 
event  listings,  invitations,  and  registration  forms. 
If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  editor  by 
e-mail  at  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone 
at  (800)  849-3927  ext.  227. 

There  is  no  charge  for  article  submissions. 


WANTS  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU  IF  YOU: 

have  a  new  address,  received  damaged  or  duplicate 
copies,  missed  an  issue,  experienced  any  billing  prob- 
lems, or  you  want  to  renew.  You  may  contact  us  by 
e-mail  at:  <editor@fwbpress.com>  or  by  phone  at 
(252)  746-6128  or  (800)  849-3927. 


SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  INFORMATION 
FOR  ARTICLES  AND  ADVERTISING 

The  deadline  for  submissions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication.  (Example: 
Items  to  be  published  in  a  January  issue  must  be  in  no 
later  than  the  5lh  day  of  December.)  When  the  5th  falls 
on  a  weekend,  material  is  due  on  the  Friday  before. You 
may  submit  items  by  any  of  the  following  methods: 

•  E-mail  to  <editor@fwbpress.com>, 

•  Fax  to  (252)  746-9248,  Attn:  Editor, 

•  Hand  deliver,  or 

•  Mail  to:  Editor,  The  Free  Will  Baptist 

PO  Box  139 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


*Phone-in  and  handwritten  information  is  accept- 
able BUT  WE  CANNOT  BE  HELD  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ERRORS! 

*PlCTURES  ARE  NOT  RETURNED  UNLESS  THERE  IS  AN 
APPROPRIATE  SELF-ADDRESSED  STAMPED  ENVELOPE  INCLUDED! 


Submissions  for  Personal  Information  Changes  will  run 
for  2  months  only. 
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LJ  Bundle  Plan  ($8.50  each):  Lots  of  12  or  more  copies  are  sent 
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I  would  like  to  order  copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

I_)  Every  Family  Plan  ($11.75  each):  The  church  provides  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  every  member  and  we  send  them  to 
each  home.  The  church  is  billed  quarterly. 
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Mount  Olive  College  Alumni  Weekend 

November  17  -  19,  2006 


Friday 

Business  Breakfast 
Alumni  GolfTournament 
Science  Luncheon 
Free  Spirit  Reunion 

Concert  and  Dinner 
Concert  Choir  (National  Anthem) 
Pickle  Classic 
Alumni/Student  Party 


Reunions  -  '56,  '61, 


Saturday 

CF  Walk 

Education/Psychology  Seminar 
Criminal  Justice  Seminar 
Alumni  Awards 

Recognition  -  50th  Class,  25th  Class, 
20th  Class,  Special  Annual  Fund 
Giving  Class  &  Cohorts 

Softball  Field  Donor  Special  Recognition 

Alumni  50  Inning  Softball  Game 

MOC  Singers  entertainment 


'66,  71,  76,  '81,  '86,  '91,  '96,  '01  and  '06 
Athletics  Hall  of  Fame  Reception 

Induction  and  Reception 
Travelogue 
Children's  Classes 
Campus  Open  House  &  Tours 
W.  Burkette  &  Rose  M.  Raper  Hall 

Dedication,  Reception  and  Tour 
Dinner 

Pickle  Classic  Championship 
Childcare  available  (if  pre-registered) 


Sunday 

Breakfast  with  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Byrd 
Memorial  Service 
Alumni  Worship  Service 
Sunday  Buffet 
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